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 The new music building is on 
track to be completed in August, 
but the price tag of the new state-
of-the-art facility will be $4 million 
more than originally projected, 
principal Paul Robinson said.

 The construction of the 
new music building has been 
more expensive than originally 
predicted in the 2013 estimation. 
According to Robinson, the 
music building was originally 
estimated to cost $10 to $12 
million, but nearly $16 million has 
been invested into the building, 

something that Robinson partially 
attributes to the increased costs 
of construction, especially in the 
Silicon Valley. Robinson said that 
these additional costs are typical in 
a large construction project.
 The additional costs have been 
made up for by prioritizing certain 
aspects of the original plan.

 “For example, originally there 
were millions of dollars put into 
reroofing all buildings, but we’ve 
decided that there were [only 
some] areas that just needed some 
repairs,” Robinson said.
 Additionally, the team room 
and athletic director’s office were 
originally going to be moved 

closer to the football field, while 
the vacated space was supposed 
to be replaced with a third gym. 
However, Robinson said that the 
architects found out there was not 
enough space to build what they 
had hoped.

 Before Bombay in the Bay 
(BnB) became the phenomenon 
it is today, the former Indian Cul-
tural Awareness Club’s (ICAC) 
show was a “Friends and Family” 
night hosted in the Argonaut El-
ementary School cafeteria.
 Senior Saya Sivaram, who 
has participated in BnB for the 
past three years, still remem-
bers watching her brother, 2007 
alumnus Varun Sivaram, and his 

friends practicing the All-Male 
Dance (AMD) routine in the 
Sivarams’ kitchen in their dress 
pants and vests.
 “It seemed so glamorous to 
me at the time,” Saya said. “Being 
the little baby sister at the age of 
5, I couldn’t really fathom a time 
when I might be doing the same 
thing — it seemed like a com-
pletely different world.”
 Now, a decade later, BnB is 
one of the largest events in the 
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Only a week into his presidency, 
Donald Trump announced that he 
would be banning immigration from 
seven Muslim-majority countries for 
at least 90 days, a move criticized by 

many as the polar opposite 
to the ideals of freedom and 
equal opportunity that our nation was 
founded on.

Across the country, protesters 
flocked to airports to express their an-
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torn apart

BY FrancescaChu
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  On Feb. 8, one day after a mas-
sive mudslide closed both north-
bound lanes of Highway 
17, school secretary Pola-
Michelle Alas scrambled 
to find substitutes for the 
17 teachers who were un-
able to make it to school.
 Since it is impossible to 
know which teachers will 
miss school on a given 
day this rainy season, 
finding substitutes has 
been an extremely diffi-
cult task.
 “It’s definitely challenging be-
cause sometimes, even substitutes 
don’t want to come and fill in,” 
Alas said. “Thankfully, we’ve had 
some district office staff who were 

aware of the situation and helped 
out.”
 This problem has happened 
often in January and February in 
one of the wettest California win-

ters on record. For many  
teachers who live in the 
Santa Cruz area or in the 
mountains, the decision 
to try to come to school in 
the harrowing conditions 
has been a tough one.
 “In my 20 years living in 
Santa Cruz, I have never 
experienced such a dan-
gerous winter with weekly 
road closures, mudslides 

and very scary driving,” journal-
ism adviser Mike Tyler said. 
 Because so many classes need 
substitutes on a weekly basis, Alas 

Keys

The Class of 2017 dancers show off their moves in last year’s show.
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This year, the Advanced Place-
ment exam registration period 
starts and ends a month earlier 
than in previous years. 

Instead of spanning the time 
from late February to early 
March, the registration window 
is open from Jan. 30 and closes 
on Feb. 17. 

According to College and Ca-
reer Center Coordinator Bon-
nie Sheikh, the main reasoning 
behind the earlier deadline is to 
avoid “Bubble Fest,” a session typ-
ically administered in mid-April 
that has required all students tak-
ing AP exams to go to the McAfee 
Center during a tutorial to pre-
pare testing materials. 

Sheikh said that the answer 
document vendor, Total Registra-
tion, has offered to pre-print the 
answer sheet for each student this 
year if the school provides regis-
tration details earlier. 

“We have to order everything 

early, so we can ship it to the ven-
dor, who will take all the registra-
tion information, bubble it for us 
and ship it back in time for the 
exams,” Sheikh said. 

However, senior Jeanna Sheen 

believes that saving one tutorial 
is not worth it, as there is still so 
much to consider at this time of 
year.

“I think early in the spring 
semester isn’t a good time be-
cause [seniors] are doing stuff 

like scholarship applications and 
interviews on top of regular tests, 
projects and homework,” Sheen 
said. “I know AP test registration 
isn’t really a big thing that takes a 
long time or a lot of brainpower, 
but little things add up.”

While some seniors may be 
concerned that the new registra-
tion deadline will force them to 
decide what AP exams to take 
before regular decisions come 
out for college, Sheikh noted that 
registration has always ended be-
fore college letters arrived.  

Furthermore, if a student de-
cides not to take an exam, they 
can get a full refund if they tell 
the office by March 1, before ex- 
am orders are placed on March 8.

“It has always been a bit of a 
gamble; they don’t always know,” 
Sheikh said. “[To help students 
out], we send out a link so they 
can look at the potential col-
leges that they are attending and 
whether or not they accept cer-
tain AP exams.” u

news
briefs

Soccer legend Danielle Slaton will be presenting in the SHS 
Library as part of the Media Arts Program (MAP) Speakers Se-
ries on March 1. A 2000 Olympics Silver Medalist and a Bronze 
Medalist of the 2003 FIFA Women’s World Cup, Slaton will be 
speaking about the lessons she learned as a professional sports 
player. 

Senior Ryan Westman, member of the MAP, is helping co-
ordinate the series this year. According to Westman, Slaton was 
chosen in an effort to explore the theme of gender empower-
ment.

Westman hopes that Slaton’s presentation will be another 
way to achieve the MAP speaker series’ intention of educating 
students outside of the classroom.

“The speaker series aims to give students a glimpse into 
how their studies and activities can help them in the real world,” 
Westman said. “The series also displays an array of careers to 
them, so they may expand their real-world knowledge and get a 
feel for a position [they are interested in].” u

Students exposed to whooping cough at school

Recently, the school health office has seen an uptick in the 
number of students sent home in the middle of the school day 
because they have been ill. 

Specifically, according to health office nurse Janet Verson, 
the school has been forced to send whooping cough notifica-
tions to nearly 10 classes after sick students exposed their peers 
to the illness, a number much greater than previous years on 
record. 

Principal Paul Robinson brought up this issue of students 
attending school while sick in an email to the Falcons, remind-
ing students that it is required that if students have fevers or feel 
nauseous, they must not come back to school within 24 hours 
of the conclusion of the event. 

“Although I know it’s hard to stay at home when you have a 
test or something similar,” Verson said, “it’ll prevent you from 
relapsing with the illness and spreading it around school.” u

LUNAR NEW YEAR

TESTING

Chinese and Korean Clubs host 
lunchtime activities in the quad

AP signups moved a month earlier 
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— Ethan Ko

— Daniel Bessonov

MURDER ROOM         Junior Mateusz Kranz prepares to take a sip from his glass while rehearsing for the 
student production, directed by seniors JT Hulme and Zach Grob-Lipkis. The play was held on Feb. 10-12.

In celebration of the Lunar 
New Year, Chinese Club and 
Korean Club worked together 
to prepare lunchtime activities 
in the quad on Jan. 27. Students 
crowded around the tables set 
up in the quad to cheer on their 
friends as they competed for 
prizes and participated in games 
that correlated to Chinese and 
Korean cultures.

Lunar New Year, which took 
place from Jan. 28 to Feb. 15 this 
year, is the most important tradi-
tional holiday in Asian countries.

Since Chinese New Year and 
Korean New Year fall on the same 
days, Chinese Club president ju-
nior Nathon Chin and Korean 
Club president junior Ryan Kim 
decided to collaborate and host 
this new school event together. 

“This event provides an op-
portunity for all Saratoga stu-
dents to learn something new 

about a very prevalent culture on 
our campus,” Chin said. “I think 
Chinese New Year is im-
portant especially at SHS 
because there are many 
Chinese people here, 
and I want everyone to 
gain knowledge about 
their celebrations.”

Prior to the lunch-
time event, the two 
clubs handed out red en-
velopes filled with cards 
to teachers along with a  
kind note.

“We decided to do 
this with the red enve-
lopes because it is an 
important aspect of Chi-
nese New Year as well 
as a way for us to show 
gratitude to our teach-
ers,” Chin said. 

For Chinese Club, 
there were booths in the quad 
where students could pick out 
rice grains with chopsticks and 

play with shuttlecocks and flying 
tops. 

Korean Club set up 
booths where students 
could throw sticks into 
jars as well as a game in 
which students attempt-
ed to flip over flat paper 
game pieces. 

Because of the large 
turnout, Chin and Kim 
are content that the ac-
tivities created a positive 
vibe around the school 
and helped spread 
awareness of the Chi-
nese and Korean culture 
for the new year. 

In future years, they 
hope that this event will 
become a school tradi-
tion. 

“The event went 
smoothly as planned, 

and people seemed to enjoy it,” 
said junior Nicholas Di, who as-
sisted Chin and Kim. u

Retired soccer star to speak as MAP speaker

BY EleanorGoh

FALCON // ISABELLE YANG

BY ElizabethLee

Speaker addresses teens’ role in the digital age

Dr. Richard Freed urged parents to realize just how addicting 
technology is for teens during an address on Feb. 9 in the cafete-
ria as part of the PTSO’s monthly speaker series. 

Freed, a child and adolescent psychologist and a leading 
authority on raising children in the digital age, has published 
“Wired Child: Reclaiming Childhood in a Digital Age” and writ-
ten articles for the Huffington Post. Freed discussed topics cov-
ered in his book, addressing the importance of family and the 
effect of technology, among many others.

Attendees learned how to protect students from destructive 
technology addictions and, instead, guide them to use technol-
ogy as a positive force for their future. The presentation, along 
with many others before it, was largely planned by PTSO presi-
dent Ranjana Sivaram and other parents.

“The Speaker Series is truly a favorite of mine. I work very 
closely with an amazing team to bring the best speakers and top-
ics to our school for discussion,” Sivaram said. “I’m truly excited 
to invite more parents to send in their suggestions for future 
speakers and to join us in making it even better.” u

— Ethan Ko

“We send out a link 
so they can look at 
colleges and whether 
or not they accept 
certain AP exams.”

Bonnie SheikhSTAFF
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Seniors spread awareness for Special Olympics
BY EshaLakhotia
& VivienZhang

Surrounded by sharp tools and blue 
walls, senior David Doluca sat in the engi-
neering room, his head buried in his hands 
and his eyes sore and red from hours of 
staring at the computer screen. He leaned 
back in his chair to take a quick break, in-
tently thinking of solutions to problems 
that seemed impossible to figure out.

Since September, students in the Engi-
neering Design and 
Development class, 
consisting only of ex-
perienced seniors who 
have taken at least two 
prerequisite years of 
engineering courses, 
have been working 
on their senior proj-
ects. Teacher Audrey 
Warmouth gave the 
seniors the opportu-
nity to culminate their 
years of knowledge 
into a single project 
that emphasizes good 
design, functionality and ingenuity.

While other groups in the class are fo-
cusing their efforts on building foldable 
bicycles or solar panel cleaners, Doluca, 
along with seniors Nicole Lin, Steve Lai and 
Spencer Robinson, is striving to design and 
produce an electric longboard that is effec-
tive in snowy and icy conditions. 

“The idea is to appeal to college students 
who aren’t able to use their skateboard dur-
ing the winter months,” said Doluca. “We 
came up with the idea as a solution to our 
own problems.”

The longboard’s design requires fields of 
knowledge that none of the team members 
are well acquainted with, thus requiring ex-
tensive research on waterproofing of elec-
tronics, motor controller design and trac-

tion functions in snow and ice. As of now, 
the team is still in its research phase but 
does have a general form factor and design 
established.

“It will probably look like a normal elec-
tric skateboard except the wheels will be 
interchangeable so you’ll be able to take out 
the wheels and put in different ones based 
on weather conditions,” Robinson said.

For Doluca, not all the knowledge used 
to build his project comes from his four 
years in the engineering program. His ex-

tensive background 
as a member of the 
M-SET FRC Robotics 
team has vastly con-
tributed to his project.

“From robotics, 
we’ve gained experi-
ence of where to buy 
quality parts from on-
line sources and how 
to budget our money 
well,” Doluca said. “It’s 
also given us some in-
dustry contacts who 
could help as consul-
tants or manufactur-

ers. People who are not in robotics may 
have to start from scratch in this regard.”

In addition, robotics teaches its mem-
bers critical skills such as 3-D modeling 
and parts manufacturing. 

“The engineering classes teach 3-D 
modeling, but what we do in robotics is far 
more advanced, so it helps with this project 
specifically,” Doluca said.

Although the product is still within its 
first stages of inception, the team hopes 
that it will have a major impact on the long-
boarding industry.

“I do think that we are going to get a 
working final product in the end,” Robin-
son said. “Whether or not it’s cost efficient 
or actually that much better than the aver-
age skateboard remains to be seen.” u

Group designs electric longboard
BY RolandShen
& SophiaZivanic

BY DanielBessonov
& JingyiWang

In the Silicon Valley, urban 
transportation has always been an 
immense pain — regardless of whether 
people drive a car, use public transit or 
own a bike, all three traditional methods 
have negatives that can outweigh their 
positives. 

Realizing this, seniors Daniel Luo, 
Rachel Won and Brite Wang are seeking 
to create a means of transportation that 
would be both cost-effective and time-
efficient: a foldable bike. 

The project is part of the student’s 
Engineering Design and Development 
senior project, a class taught by teacher 
Audrey Warmuth. 

The reason for the invention, Wang 
said, is to enable commuters to more 
easily carry their bikes while taking 
public transportation or driving. 

Although Wang said that there are 
already foldable bike prototypes being 
developed, he and his team are creating 
a model that they think is more cost-
effective and portable in an urban 
setting. 

The bike would also be less prone to 
theft because it can be taken anywhere 
and never left unattended. 

With a limited budget of $100, the 
seniors realized that they would need 
more money to make the prototype a 
reality. 

Thus, Won decided to reach out 
to the Saratoga community through 
principal Paul Robinson’s “Week at a 
Glance” email to all parents and staff.

Those donations resulted in money 
from four sources, something that Won 
said “really saved us.” 

Having now completed the intricate 
3D models and sketches needed to 
actually assemble the prototype, the 
team’s next challenge is to create a real-
life model of the bike for testing.

“So now that we are almost through 
designing the bike, our next goal is 
to get some prototypes out into the 
community,” Wang said. 

As for the future and marketing, the 
seniors are not necessarily sure as to 
what is in store for the bike.

However, they said that they will 
be sure to keep an open mind to the 
product’s success in the future.

“Although it doesn’t look like it now, I 
would definitely not rule out marketing 
and continuing to work on the bike after 
the year is done,” Wang said. u

Seniors make progress  
in foldable bike project 

Since the first brainstorming sessions 
in November, seniors Kanika Vora and 
Kate Smails have been passionately 
working to spread awareness about the 
Special Olympics, a competition dedicated 
to athletes with intellectual 
disabilities, through the 
filming techniques they’ve 
learned during the past 
four years in the Media 
Arts Program.

Vora grew interested 
in professional athletes 
with intellectual 
disabilities when, a few 
years ago, she 
watched a program 
on ESPN’s 30 for 
30 documentary 
series and found a segment that focused on 
different kinds of people thriving through 
sports, including the mentally disabled.

“When I saw these athletes trying their 
best even when they had such a large barrier 
to overcome, it felt really inspiring,” Vora 
said. “So when the senior project came up, 
it gave me a chance to get the time and 
resources I needed to take a different route 
and try to do it about the Special Olympics.”

In their general design of the film, 

however, the pair has experienced major 
difficulties. The project originally started 
as a fictional film based on a true story 
following the lives of different athletes, but 
issues arose with finding the right actors.

They had two options: to include special 
education actors or to get non-special 
education actors to act the parts. 

While special education actors were 
available, the pair disliked the idea of them 

possibly going through verbal abuse just 
for the sake of a fictional film. 

They also found out through 
research that using a non-disabled 
actor could be regarded as offensive.

“We didn’t really want to do a 
typical documentary style, so we 
made it into a feature film with more 

of an emotional and personal 
approach,” Vora said.

However, from these 
problems, Vora and Smails 

developed important communication and 
life skills. The process of interviewing the 
athletes that are part of the Special Olympics 
taught them patience and compassion. 

“You just never really know what you’re 
going to get, because some days, their verbal 
abilities are really good and we can get an 
interview, but other days, they aren’t able to 
express themselves the way they want to,” 
Vora said.

So far, the project has had four 

deliverables, or progress checkpoints, and 
will be completed around April, as the last 
event they are covering is the basketball 
tournament that takes place at the end of 
March. They plan for the film to be around 
10 minutes.

Together, Smails and Vora have attended 
multiple volunteering events for the Special 
Olympics. One of the first events the pair 
ever attended was the bowling competition 
this past season. 

According to Vora, the athletes were 
really excited when they saw the camera 
during the competition, thinking they were 
going to be in a famous movie. 

Soon, a large group crowded around the 
camera in hopes of telling their stories.“It’s 
been super fun and sweet getting to 
personally know the athletes and spending 
time to watch them work on sports they 
love,” Smails said.

The pair describes the athletes as kind 
and down-to-earth individuals who radiate 
happiness all the time.

“I remember leaving the competition 
and looking at [Vora], asking her, ‘Wow, can 
you believe what just happened?’” Smails 
said. “It was eye-opening and honestly one 
of the most fun things I’ve ever gotten to be 
a part of.”

When their video will appear on the 
Special Olympics website in April, Vora 
hopes that other MAP students will see it 

and share it with their peers to promote the 
Special Olympics, which currently receives 
very little outreach. 

For example, in Saratoga’s very own 
Special Education program, only one 
student had participated in the Special 
Olympics. 

“Spreading the Special Olympics to 
different public schools and letting them 
know this is an option is our main goal,” 
Smails said. “We want to tell people’s heartfelt 
stories in the form of an informative film 
and, hopefully, people will want to help out 
or donate money to a worthy cause.” u

SENIOR PROJECTS
Engineering and MAP students channel years of learning into ambitious outcomes

Senior Kanika Vora smiles and interacts 
with two Special Olympics athletes at 
Homestead Lanes in late December. 

Courtesy of KANIKA VORA

Senior David Doluca works to create 
the parts for an electric longboard.

FALCON // SOPHIA ZIVANIC

GRAPHIC BY ERIC SZE

“We’re almost 
done designing 
the bike, so our 
goal now is to get 
prototypes into 
the community.”

Brite WangSENIOR

GRAPHIC BY VIVIEN ZHANG
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From Jan. 26-29, 29 Leadership students 
took off for their annual trip to the Disney-
land Resort and spent the weekend learn-
ing about communication, core values and 
Walt Disney’s legacy as a leader. 

In a rewarding trip for the newly formed 
Leadership class, students developed close 
bonds with their peers and team members.

“The purpose of the trip was to unite 
the students in the new Leadership class 
and learn new leadership traits through the 
Disney training,” school activities director 
Matt Torrens said. 

The trip focused on the Disney Youth 
Education Series program held by USA 
Student Travel. During the afternoon-long 
workshop, the Leadership students split 
into two groups, each led by a Disneyland 
cast member. Within each group, the stu-
dents learned about the importance of 
upholding core values and staying true to 
oneself.

“The exercises were eye-opening in the 
number of ways you can leave a legacy be-
hind just like Walt Disney did,” head dance 
commissioner junior Mervi Tan said. 

While trips in the past included a lead-
ership conference with other students from 
Los Angeles, this year, Torrens made the 
decision to attend only Youth Education 
Series to focus on leadership skills specific 
to Saratoga High. In addition, he added a 
few more trip traditions to the itinerary, 

with a Leadership team banquet on Sat-
urday night and a couple scavenger hunt 
activities for groups to complete inside the 
park.

Aside from the workshop itself, the 
Leadership trip also served as a way for 
students to step out of their comfort zones. 
Sophomore Jennah El-Ashmawi, the only 
sophomore who attended the trip, devel-
oped strong friendships with upperclass-
men on the Leadership team. 

“At first it was a little weird because ev-
eryone knew everyone, but over time, ev-
eryone was so nice and sweet since they all 
knew how I felt out of place,” El-Ashmawi 
said. “I met people who I would have never 
met if I didn’t go on the trip.” 

As a nostalgic way to end the trip on Jan. 
29, freshman class president George Bian 
told everyone to raise their arms in prepa-
ration for takeoff, acting like the plane ride 
home was the last Disneyland ride of the 
trip. 

“I guess I was really sad to have the trip 
come to such a quick end. My brain was 
just craving something more from Disney, 
and I got a little carried away,” Bian said.

Overall, Torrens said the trip was a re-
laxing and fun way to celebrate the tri-
umphs that the Leadership class has had 
during its first semester as a class at SHS.

“I think [the trip] was very successful in 
uniting us as a group,” Torrens said. “Noth-
ing is like building friendships while com-
peting on the Buzz Lightyear ride.” u

A couple weeks ago, senior Kyle France 
stood around the food-filled counters in 
the robotics room, finishing up his plate of 
pasta as he talked with his parents and oth-
ers around him on how they could improve 
their robot. 

For France, this was a normal dinner. 
He is part of a family that has robotics in-
grained in their blood: his mom Dianne 
is the manager of the club, his dad Bob is 
the lead technical mentor and his brother, 
2014 alumnus Ivan, once led the mechani-
cal team.

During freshman year, Kyle 
joined the hardware team because 
of his interest in using the CAD 
software and 3D modeling to de-
sign the robot, which they submit 
to the FRC competition before 
physically building it. From then 
on, Kyle found himself deeply in-
vested in M-SET, spending at least 
40 hours many weeks in the club 
room. 

“I have to balance orchestra re-
hearsals with robotics,” Kyle said. “But I’m 
not in too many outside-of-school activi-
ties, so I can usually find the time.”

Kyle’s first exposure to robotics came in 
fifth grade when he joined the First Lego 
League team that his parents had helped to 
start. His parents had started helping the 
high school team when Ivan was a fresh-
man, and they became more involved with 
M-SET over the years as the family found 
that they had a common passion for the 
team. Nevertheless, Kyle said his parents let 
him decide what to do.

“They’ve been really good with letting 
me take it however intensely I want, and 
I’m also super into it so there’s not really a 
problem there,” Kyle said.

This year, the competition topic, an-

nounced on Jan. 7, required robots of each 
team to scoop up and shoot balls into a 
goal, carry plastic gears and hang them on 
pegs and climb a rope at the end. After the 
kickoff, build season began, during which 
the team was given six weeks to put togeth-
er a fully functioning robot. 

“Sometimes I feel like it’s a little bit of a 
rush to get things done, and I’m unable to 
take as much time on things as I’d like,” Kyle 
said. “But it still is good to keep me on my 
toes and keep pushing.” 

Because they spend so much time to-
gether, the bond between Kyle and his par-
ents has continued to grow. 

“I get along uncommonly well with my 
parents,” Kyle said. “There are pros 
and cons of having them there, 
but for the most part, it’s actually 
pretty convenient. A lot of other 
students have parents who are 
mentors as well.”

However, because the family is 
so invested in the Robotics club, 
they sometimes find it hard to find 
time for other activities. Dianne 
has also found herself putting as 
much time into the club as Kyle 

does.
“Many parents are only active in activi-

ties their children are in, but because we 
run the program, we’ll be at the school even 
when Kyle isn’t,” Dianne said. “Sometimes 
we’ll be at an all-day tournament with a 
younger team and he’s home by himself.”

Although a major part of her participa-
tion in the club is due to her children’s in-
terests, Dianne truly loves the program and 
believes it teaches the students life lessons, 
such as giving them a chance to make mis-
takes and learn how to improve their work. 

 “As a mom, I’m proud of his intelligence, 
his designs and his abilities in metalwork-
ing,” Dianne said. “But I’m most proud be-
cause he’s grown into a really nice person 
who’s respectful — a good teammate.” u

Robotics a way of life for the Frances

Class bonds during trip to Disney

BY StephenDing
& AlexandraLi

LEADERSHIP M-SET
The Leadership 
students and 
chaperones pose 
at the “Great 
Moments with 
Mr. Lincoln” 
exhibit at the 
Lincoln museum 
in Disneyland.

Courtesy of MATT TORRENS
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anguish at what they see as 
Trump’s xenophobic policies and 
offer support to the thousands of 
confused and dejected immigrants 
who were immediately detained 
and deported. Much to the delight 
of these protestors, the ban was 
disallowed by federal courts and 
may go to the Supreme Court.

Saratoga is a community of 
immigrants, many of whom have 
come here from countries like 
Taiwan, South Korea or Iran, and 
some students have parents who 
immigrated from one of the seven 
banned countries in search of op-
portunity in the U.S. The Falcon 
spoke with two students whose 
families came here from Iran.

 
Siavash Yaghoobi: Arguing against 
a culture of paranoid exclusion

When Trump’s immigration 
ban was announced, a feeling of 
disgust overcame senior Siavash 
Yaghoobi and his family.

Siavash’s own relatives were ei-
ther already citizens in the United 
States or Canada or living com-
fortably in the wealthier provinces 
of Iran. 

His mom and dad were both 
born in Iran and immigrated here 
in search of education and op-
portunity in the late ‘80s and early 
‘90s. 

“When I came over, the un-
derstanding was that the U.S. was 
welcoming to immigrants from 
all over the world,” Hassan Yag-
hoobi, Siavash’s father. “The U.S. 
was a place for people around the 
world who wanted to come here, 
build their lives and follow their 
dreams. What is happening today 
is the complete opposite. There 
isn’t an indication of tolerance, 

freedom of speech, freedom of 
opinion and a sense of inclusion 
for different races.”

Recently, the Yaghoobi family 
dinner table has become a forum 
for discussing both politics and 
what might happen to family and 
friends if the ban was allowed. 

Although Siavash and most of 
his relatives have already become 
U.S. citizens, he is still strongly op 
posed to the ban.

“Even if it hasn’t directly af-
fected any of my family, it’s clearly 
a controversial topic for them con-
sidering their background,” Sia-
vash said.

As a captain of the Lincoln-
Douglas debate team, Siavash has 
had years of experience arguing 
two sides of an issue, but he was 
unable to find any logical reason 
for the ban.

“I try to give different sides of 
every issue an equal, unbiased 
consideration, regardless of who 
supports each side,” he said, “but 

I find it hard to justify any of the 
poor decisions made this past 
week.”

Siavash argues that the justifica-
tions for the ban are flawed, since 
the country is at next to little to no 
risk of a terrorist attack caused by 
Muslim immigrants.

As he has read articles detail-
ing the experiences of immigrants, 
refugees and families turned back 
at airports across the U.S., he 
thought back to his own family’s 
history in America.

“It’s weird to think that couple 
of decades ago my family came 
here and they went to college,” 
Siavash said. “My dad got a Ph.D 
and my mom got a doctorate, but 
if neither of them had that oppor-
tunity, I wouldn’t even have been 
born.”

Looking at the comfortable life 
he now has, thanks to the oppor-
tunity that the U.S. once offered 
to his parents, Siavash expressed 
his sympathy for the thousands of 

would-be-immigrants who might 
lose their chance at a better life.

“This is kind of cliche, but it’s 
also pretty true that the country 
was built on immigrants,” Yag-
hoobi said. “I don’t think it’s justi-
fied especially when a lot of these 
people are facing hardships back 
home.”

Sora Ebrahimi: Immigrant from 
Iran seeking equal opportunity

Not every family was lucky 
enough to find an opportunity in 
Iran before the country was en-
gulfed in violence and the political 
strife.

Due to increasing disruption 
back home, sophomore Sora Ebra-
himi and her family sought refuge 
in the U.S in 2009. 

At the time, she was in third 
grade, and Ebrahimi and her fam-
ily moved to escape the political 
chaos going on: A presidential 
election was occurring and the 
candidate who had won was ac-
cused of stuffing the ballot boxes. 
Protests broke out throughout the 
country.

“I remember driving by one of 
the protests and getting tear gas in 
my eyes,” Ebrahimi said. 

Ebrahimi and her family also 
moved for a better education for 
her and more work opportunities 
for her mother. 

“I know there are a lot of people 
around that don’t have the oppor-
tunity [to immigrate here] money-

wise, but now a lot of people that 
do deserve it and have earned the 
money to be able to come here 
can’t,” Ebrahimi said. 

The lack of civil rights and 
growing development of restric-
tions on women in Iran offered 
few opportunities for Ebrahimi 
and her family, so she felt lucky to 
have been able to come to the U.S. 

Since Ebrahimi left her home 
country, the situation for women 
has hardly improved. She recalls 
public areas for women, such as 
the gym, being shut down near her 
hometown in Iran.

In contrast, this country offers 
Ebrahim educational opportuni-
ties and an atmosphere that she 
would not have had in Iran. 

Ebrahimi recalls the first time 
she was beaten by a teacher in 
third grade. She had forgotten to 
bring in an essay and her teacher 
used three heavy textbooks to hit 
her on the head. Afterwards her 
teacher balanced them on her 
head and had her stand on one 
foot in front of the entire class.

“The books fell after about 15 
minutes because my leg was get-
ting tired, so my teacher picked 
them up, hit me again, and made 
me stand there for another 20 
minutes,” Ebrahimi said. 

Despite the hardships of living 
in Iran, Ebrahimi still sometimes 
feels homesick and miss seeing her 
friends and family there.

“A lot of my really good friends 
are still in Iran and I can barely 
talk to them over Facebook or Sky-
pe, and my family in Iran was sup-
posed to come and we were sup-
posed to go to Dubai to see them 
again,” Ebrahimi said. “I haven’t 
seen a lot of my family in over six 
years and now I don’t know if I’ll 
even be able to see them anytime 
soon because of the ban.”

Ebrahimi expressed discontent 
with Trump’s ban, and she and her 
parents see it as an unnecessary, 
unfair and illogical restriction.

“Trump said that the reason 
he placed the ban was because of 
terrorist attacks, but Iran has not 
done anything harmful,” Ebrahimi 
said. “I just didn’t expect this; for 
people to actually elect someone 
like Trump that was talking about 
kicking an entire population of 
people out of a country that’s 
known for its diversity.” u

So far, there hasn’t been a set area for an ex-
tra gym, and Robinson believes that this will 
be one of the last projects to be completed.

As of now, Robinson said that the construc-
tion has been going on without many setbacks.

“We’ve been fortunate that the increased 
costs for construction [of the music building] 
have been balanced against other projects that 
did not cost as much as projected,” he said. “So 
far we are right on schedule and budget for all 
of the projects.”

As the construction of the music building 
proceeds in full swing, focus is shifting to the 
next phase of the construction: the 800 build-
ing located at the top of the quad steps, ac-
cording to Robinson. 

During winter break, the cinderblock wall 
in front of the building was torn down to allow 
for a future expansion of the building, which 

will extend the building past the dirt area until 
it hits the concrete.

The 800 building is slated to become a 
student center and will have a “real student-
centered purpose to it,” whether it be the new 
home of the ASB or Leadership or simply 
“open up areas for students to hang out,” ac-
cording to Robinson.

Meanwhile, the old music building will be 
repurposed into a Media Arts Program lab, 
which as Robinson said, is a natural transition 
for the school.

“They have all those practice rooms, and 
we want those to become small collaboration 
rooms that MAP can use when working on 
their projects or videos,” Robinson said. “It al-
ready has a natural setup in it, and we don’t 
have to do a whole lot of work.”

Other projects include refurbishing the 
900 building into a robotics room and an ad-
ditional science classroom and repairing and 
replacing roofing materials on some other 
buildings. u

Saratoga community. Expecting 500 at-
tendees each night, performers will take 
the stage tonight at 6 p.m. and tomorrow 
at 6 p.m. in the McAfee Center. A dinner 
catered by Indian restaurant Chaat Bha-
van will be served after Saturday’s show.

BnB not only celebrates the Indian 
heritage, but also raises funds 
for nonprofit organizations. 
After giving last year’s proceeds 
to Maitri, a nonprofit organi-
zation that helps South Asian 
families facing domestic vio-
lence, the ICAC members will 
donate profits from this year’s 
show to the Parikrma Founda-
tion, which provides education 
to thousands of children stay-
ing in orphanages in India.

“We wanted to address the challenge 
of giving kids in India the proper K-12 
education that they need, and we are 
specifically helping children living in 
slums in Bangalore,” ICAC co-president 
senior Maya Prasad said.

Other than the usual four class danc-
es, the show will also consist of Bhangra 
dance, Tamasha dance, a Singing Act, 
Classical Dance, the All-Males Dance 
(AMD) and All-Girls Dance (AGD).

Many of the acts will feature ICAC 
business manager and senior choreog-
rapher Kirthana Ramesh, who is one of 

the most involved performers: On top 
of doing the classical and grade-level 
dances that she has done in the past 
three years, Ramesh is also part of Sing-
ing, Bhangra, Toga Tamasha and AGD.

“I never had time to do Bhangra and 
many of the other acts because I didn’t 
want to overwhelm myself too much 
sophomore and junior year,” Ramesh 
said. “I love BnB, and senior year is my 
last chance to make the most of it.”

For the finale of the show, 
the seniors will continue the 
tradition of ending with the 
AGD and AMD performances.

According to Ramesh, AGD 
and AMD represent an accu-
mulation of the effort they put 
into BnB for the past four years.

“BnB our senior year is a 
huge deal for us because it’s an 
end to the journey we started to 

embark on four years ago,” Ramesh said. 
“It’s like a celebration for all we’ve been 
through together as a class.”

Having witnessed the progression of 
BnB and AGD, several ICAC members 
explained how surreal it is to take part 
in the start of a Saratoga High tradi-
tion that “means the world to so many 
people.”

“After all the stress and planning that 
we’ve been through, we remain support-
ive of each other,” Ramesh said. “I can 
only hope that the special bonds we’ve 
built together will continue long into the 
future.” u
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Ramesh

“It’s stupid 
because a lot of 
families can’t 
see their loved 
ones.”

freshman Jolyn Tran 

What is your 
opinion on 
Trump’s 
immigrant 
ban? sophomore Manit Sripadam

togatalks
“It’s absurd to not 
allow people who 
pose no threat 
from entering the 
country.”

Courtesy of SORA EBRAHIMI

Courtesy of SORA EBRAHIMITHEISRAELITIMES.COM
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Israeli protestors raise a flag read-
ing “We are America.”

Then- kindergartener Sora 
Ebrahimi poses for her Persian 
New Year school photo shoot. 

Local protests break out at San 
Francisco International Airport. 

Sophomore Sora Ebrahimi smiles 
with her extended family in Iran.
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Senior defense attorney Sarah 
Chang gave a passionate opening 
statement, reaching over to pat 
junior Stacey Chen’s shoulder, to 
the amusement of the scoring at-
torneys. 

“Cameron Awbrey is not a hu-
man trafficker. She is simply a 
hardworking businesswoman,” 
Chang said of Chen, who played 
the defendant Cameron Awbrey.

The Mock Trial team started 
their season Jan. 31 against Down-
town College Prep (DCP) Alum 
Rock in the their first of four 
matches, all held at the San Jose 
Superior Court. This year’s case is 
the People v. Awbrey, which cov-
ers human trafficking and false 
imprisonment.

The defense team and prosecu-
tion team each go through two tri-
als, overseen by a judge and three 
scoring attorneys. If they win both 

rounds, the team will advance. The 
competition consists of a pretrial 
motion, opening statement, clos-
ing argument and direct and cross 
examinations, during which each 
side has a chance to present their 
case. 

Although the judge ruled the 
defendant guilty on both counts, 
this didn’t affect the score, and the 
team went on to win the competi-
tion, 456-423, or 51.88 percent to 
48.12 percent. Senior captain Jack-
ie Han received the Most Valuable 
Participant award from the other 
team.

“Seeing Jackie do the closing 
and having that passion in her 
voice and talking to the scoring 
attorneys after really was heart-
warming because I realized that 
this was my last year,” Chang said.

On the second day of trials, the 
defense team competed on Feb. 2 
against Homestead and lost in a 
close match. 

“I would describe the competi-

tion as a battle,” Han said. “Our op-
ponent was very formidable, and 
they prepared very well, but we 
prepared very well too. There were 
objections and unexpected things 
that happened, but I thought we 

handled it pretty well the whole 
time.”

But the team ran into an unfore-
seen obstacle during the second 
trial. When sophomore attorney  
Ashley Feng asked for a timecheck 
before the direct examination of 
her last witness, she realized that 
she only had 30 seconds left, and 

that she was only able to ask one 
question. This lowered the team 
score significantly because they 
weren’t able to hear the direct ex-
amination.

“I’ve never seen that happen be-
fore; we usually have one minute,” 
Han said.

The team ended up losing the 
second competition 482-425, or 
53.14 percent to 46.86 percent.

“We’ve been practicing every 
week since September. We felt very 
rehearsed before the trial, and I felt 
like we gave our very best during 
the trial, so I’m very satisfied with 
how we did,” Chen said.

Even though the defense team 
did not advance, Han appreciates 
the improvements in team dynam-
ics.

“I think we’re really one team 
this year. In previous years, the 
team     wasn’t very united; defense 
and prosecution helped stage their 
own people,” Han said. “This year 
we’re very supportive and lots of 

people from prosecution come to 
see our competitions.”

The prosecution faced off 
against Los Altos on Feb. 7, and 
beat them 456-401, or 53.21 per-
cent to 46.79 percent. Freshman 
Siva Sambasivam, the pretrial at-
torney, received the Most Valuable 
Participant award from the oppos-
ing team. 

The prosecution competed 
once again on Feb. 9 against Leigh, 
losing 381 to 417, or 47.7 percent 
to 52.28 percent. Although this 
second loss means the team will 
not be able to advance to quarter-
finals, they are satisfied with how 
they ended the season.

“It’s definitely a case of ‘practice 
paying off,’” prosecution attorney 
and team captain Isabelle Tseng 
said. “Our witnesses gave really 
good answers on cross, which you 
can’t always anticipate. Opening 
and closing felt like they went re-
ally well, and overall, it felt really 
solid today.” u

BY CassandraKing
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MOCK TRIAL

Team succeeds by finishing competition season 2-2

 

At a table with the current en-
gineering students at University 
of Michigan, senior Rachel Won 
found herself engaged in a pas-
sionate discussion about 
nuclear physics, conserva-
tion of mass and so-
lar energy. 

From Jan. 27-29, 
Won, who is plan-
ning to major in 
biomedical engi-
neering, was in-
vited to Leadership 
Weekend, an invitation-
only program for select early 
acceptances hosted by University 
of Michigan’s College of Engineer-
ing (CoE).

The weekend event aimed to 
gather women engineers and cre-
ate a community of like-minded 
students. In addition to touring 

the campus and socializing with 
one another, attendees were able 
to go to workshops presented by 
students  in the program. 

Workshops revolved around 
how to become a more active par-
ticipant in the UMich community 

through student organizations, 
entrepreneurship and re-

search opportunities.
Won said that 

the best part 
about Leadership 
Weekend was the 

opportunity to net-
work with like-mind-

ed students and talk 
about STEM topics. 
“The current UMich stu-

dents were really informative 
and real about the school,” Won 
said. “They didn’t sugarcoat it.” 

Although she has not decided 
what college to go to, Won said 
that Leadership Weekend helped 
her get a better idea of the un-

dergraduate life at UMich and 
encouraged her to consider the 
school as a possible candidate.

“The program definitely helped 
me get a feel for the college at-
mosphere and moved UMich up 
higher on my list,” Won said. 

UMich, however, isn’t the only 
university to hold weekend pro-
grams to help high-achieving stu-
dents get to know the school. 

For example, Baylor University 
hosts a similar event every year 
called “Invitation to Excellence” 
(I2E). I2E provides an opportu-
nity for 400 students to tour the 
campus, visit dorms and research 
facilities, and talk with the under-
graduate students and professors. 
The special event, held this year on 
Jan. 20-21, also guarantees attend-
ees a one-time $2,000 scholarship. 

According to senior Nathan 
Ching, who recently attended I2E, 
students had to have already been 
admitted early. Upon his accep-

tance to Baylor, Ching had to fill 
out an additional application sepa-
rate from the standard application. 
He was also encouraged to apply 
for full-tuition scholarship. 

Ching said that the event, 
which he was entirely unaware of 
until the school contacted him, 
increased the likelihood that he 
would attend Baylor in the future.

“The most enjoyable thing at 
I2E was being able to see how 

much they cared about what they 
taught and what they stood for,” 
Ching said. “Baylor really showed 
its strong moral and educational 
standards when I talked to faculty.”

Both he and Won said attending 
these weekend programs made the 
schools more appealing to them.

“I learned a lot of intimate facts 
about the school that I probably 
wouldn’t have gotten otherwise,” 
Won said. u

Colleges welcome students at weekend programs
BY EleanorGoh
& AshleySu

has turned to asking other staff 
members to fill in. About 30 per-
cent of Saratoga’s teachers travel 
on Highway 17 to get to school, so 
many teachers are often unable to 
make it to and from school because 
of mudslides that hit parts of High-
way 17 and Highway 9. Though 
most of Highway 17 has opened 
up, it remains blocked in the north-
bound direction at Vine Hill Road 
by a massive mudslide.

The one-way traffic has resulted 
in one- and two-hour delays for 
commuters. Tyler said he has had 
to wake up at 4:40 a.m. to allow 
plenty of time to get to school.  

English teachers Amy Keys 
and Suzanne Herzman, who of-
ten carpool to school from their 
homes on the west side of Santa 
Cruz, are among the teachers who 
have struggled getting to and from 
school. On Jan. 9, the first day of 
the second semester, it took two 
hours to travel around 5 miles from 
Santa Cruz to Scotts Valley because 
traffic was backed up after a mud-
slide on Highway 17.

With both 17 and Highway 9 
closed, the two had no chance of 
making it to school on time and 

had to call for substitutes to cover 
their classes.

“When we realized that we 
weren’t going anywhere, we pulled 
over and waited for three hours at a 
cafe,” Keys said. “The highway nev-
er opened, so we just went home.” 

If the weather-related delays 
weren’t enough, on Jan 26, many 
Santa Cruzans had an even longer 
delay home due to a bank robber 
in the Redwood Estates area that 
forced Highway 17 to shut down.

Because many of such highways 
are closed often, teachers have had 
to find roundabout routes home, 
such as heading south to Highway 
129 or heading north to Highway 
92 near Half Moon Bay. Though 
these trips usually take at least dou-
ble the commute time, teachers ap-
preciate these alternative routes as 
they are able to drive safely.

Because of the dangerous condi-
tions, many teachers who live lo-
cally in Campbell or San Jose, such 
as English teacher Ken Nguyen, 
have offered to have some teach-
ers over for dinner. Math teacher 
Seema Patel opened her San Jose 
home last week to Herzman and 
English teacher Meg Battey to stay 
overnight.

“Because the weather has truly 
been awful, anyone who wants to 
stay at my house is more than wel-

come to,” Patel said. “It’s a really 
long trip for some teachers and I 
don’t want them to spend hours 
going home so I have no problem 
hosting my friends.”

However, some such as math 
teacher Jennifer Mantle, who lives 
in Boulder Creek, have to experi-
ence even worse conditions because 
of the mountain terrain. According 
to Mantle, since September, her 
town has experienced more than 
50 inches of rain. Because the rain 
often washes off parts of the roads, 
Mantle has often needed to find 
alternative roads to get to school, 
such as taking Page Mill Road to 
Palo Alto or other roads to Scotts 
Valley and then to school on High-
way 17.

The upside of all this weather-
related chaos is that the rain has 
eased the drought throughout the 
state; in fact, almost all of North-
ern California is now out of the 
drought. While many are appre-
ciative of this change, staff and 
teachers have experienced the un-
fortunate side effects of the record 
rainstorms. 

“We’ve definitely had lots of rain, 
but it’s extremely hard as a teacher 
to keep driving here every day,” Ty-
ler said. “Overall, these past couple 
of months have just been tough in 
terms of traveling to work.”  u 
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Senior Nathan Ching stands behind a Baylor sign during his visit.
Courtesy of NATHAN CHING
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Hu Cui

Top scholars named
 

Senior William Hu is one of 
the FBLA Club presidents and 
recently gained national recog-
nition in the Siemens competi-
tion.  

Senior Harrison Cui works 
for the Bay Area nonprofit or-
ganization, Bay 
Echo — a group 
that aims to fa-
cilitate com-
m u n i c a t i o n 
between teen-
agers and their 
parents.

On Feb. 14, 
both Hu and 
Cui learned 
that they had received the top 
honors for the Class of 2017. 

Hu, the valedictorian, boasts 
a total weighted GPA of 4.81, 
while Cui, the salutatorian, 
holds a 4.79. 

Throughout his high school 
career, Hu took 17 AP and hon-
or courses. Hu believes that his 
willingness to put time into his 
work is what helped him receive 

this top recognition.
“A lot of students are mo-

tivated by external factors like 
parents, but I am more moti-
vated internally,” Hu said.

Cui’s resume displays 15 AP 
and honors classes. Although 
Cui has taken advanced courses 
over the past few years, he does 
think it has hurt him in one way.

“AP courses 
limit the num-
ber of people 
you can meet,” 
Cui said. 

Cui’s guid-
ance coun-
selor Monique 
Young appre-
ciates the care 
with which 

Cui selected his classes.
“He took his courses for his 

real interests and not just be-
cause they would make his GPA 
higher,” Young said.

Spanish teacher Arnaldo 
Rodriguex admires Hu’s work 
ethic and perfectionist attitude.

“Willy really tries hard to 
be the best,” Rodriguex said. “I 
wish him the best of luck.” u

“I would describe the 
competition as a battle. 
Our opponent was very 
formidable.”

Jackie HanSENIOR
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Quarterback takes the stage 
in musical ‘Legally Blonde’

Senior pursues makeup design

Senior takes initiative as 
first female M-SET president

There’s quite a disparity between touch-
downs and show tunes, yet senior quarter-
back Will Liddle is bridging that gap as one 
of the leads in this year’s spring musical 
“Legally Blonde.” 

Liddle has been the starting quarterback 
for Saratoga’s varsity football team for the 
last three years, and may even pursue foot-
ball at the college level. 

In his final semester at the 
school, Liddle is participating in 
his first drama production. Al-
though he has not had much pre-
vious experience with the drama 
department here, Liddle is already 
impressing his peers and directors 
with his work ethic and singing 
abilities. Following auditions, he 
got the role of Warner, one of the 
lead characters. 

“Will is so easy to work with, and that 
makes the rehearsal process so much easi-
er,” senior Samantha Sherman said. 

He admits the audition was an anxiety-
provoking experience, but Liddle said that 
he ended up enjoying the audition process. 

“I sing with my mom on the weekends 
because she’s a pastor, so I am pretty used to 
singing around other people,” Liddle said. 
“I was nervous, of course, but I was really 
happy with how it went.”

Liddle also demonstrated his musical 
skills by playing guitar during the talent 
section of last year’s “Mr. Saratoga” compe-
tition, impressing all who saw him.

Now, with the newfound responsibility 
of playing a lead, Liddle is rising up to the 
challenge. Warner Huntington III, Liddle’s 
character, is the ex-boyfriend that Elle, the 
female lead, follows to Harvard Law School. 
The character is confident, slightly sleazy 

and very ambitious, qualities that Liddle 
says are far from his true personality.

“The interesting thing about this role is 
that I’m able to play someone that I’m not 
in real life, and it’s really challenging me to 
expand my acting skills,” Liddle said. 

Sherman has been cast as Elle, meaning 
that she and Liddle spend a lot of their re-
hearsal time together. Sherman is excited to 
be able to work so closely with Liddle and 
has high expectations for the show.

“I think he’s been doing great so 
far in rehearsals and everything,” 
Sherman said. “He’s really talented 
and we’re lucky to have him this 
year for the musical.” 

Liddle’s participation in the mu-
sical can encourage others to try 
activities outside of their comfort 
zone. For now, Liddle has kept his 
new hobby mostly to himself. 

“I haven’t told any of [my foot-
ball friends] about the musical, but 

I’m not that worried,” Liddle said. “It’s my 
life to live, not theirs.”

In exploring this new facet of the school, 
Liddle feels like he is broadening his hori-
zons and getting to know a new group of 
students that he interacted little with.

He also said many of his previous con-
ceptions about the drama department have 
been challenged. Saying he saw the pro-
gram as “somewhat strange,”  he is finding 
that the drama community is actually ex-
tremely welcoming.

“I didn’t do this kind of thing, especially 
coming from football, but now that I’m 
here, I’m meeting a lot of cool people and 
making some great friends,” Liddle said.

Based on this experience, Liddle advises 
students to also try new activities despite 
whatever stereotypes or norms say. 

“Just go out and do it,” Liddle said. “Who 
cares what people think?” u

Last spring, after having delivered a 
speech, Nicole Lin waited anxiously for the 
results of voting to be the president the Me-
chanical Science and Engineering (M-SET) 
team. 

After a few excruciating minutes, the re-
sults were in: Lin was 
elected to be the first 
female president of 
the school’s M-SET 
robotics club.

Ever since Lin 
joined the team her 
freshman year of 
high school, the se-
nior has been heav-
ily involved with ev-
ery project and build 
season and held oth-
er leadership roles. 

Sophomore Ian 
Le, a member of M-
SET, remembers why 
he voted for Lin.

“I think she’s 
responsible, hard-
working and heavily invested in robotics,” 
Le said. “Also, she promised and executed 
summer training courses that helped the 
club function as a team.”

As an overall mentor, trainer and man-
ager of a 10-person officer team, Lin not 
only helps other students further their 
knowledge about robotics, but she also 
organizes relations with other Bay Area 
schools and organizations.

“I’m just happy I get to keep growing the 
club as the president so that more people 
can get involved with robotics,” Lin said.

As the first female president of M-SET, 
Lin said other club members don’t treat her 

differently because of her gender. 
“In the Silicon Valley, there’s a higher 

concentration of women participating in 
STEM, which means that as a female stu-
dent I have more support from women who 
have experience in industry,” Lin said. “For 
example, math and engineering teacher 
Audrey Warmuth has experience in the 
industry, and she can provides me with a 

better sense of what I’m 
getting into.”

Warmuth has worked 
closely with Lin for the 
past four years in the 
Project Lead the Way en-
gineering program. She 
has often noticed that 
Lin is “willing to take on 
something harder than 
what was required.”

“She’s always had a 
drive to have her proj-
ect be successful, even 
if it required more work 
than other projects did,” 
Warmuth said.

 Even though robot-
ics and STEM are both 
heavily male dominated, 

with the club having a male-female ratio of 
72-37, Lin feels her gender has had no dif-
ference in her abilities to lead and train, es-
pecially because the teachers and students 
around her support and encourage her.

As Lin goes further and further into her 
robotics career, she encourages other girls 
to join STEM pursuits as well.

“Robotics is the perfect platform to learn 
a lot about yourself and open the door to a 
world of opportunity in pursuing a career 
in STEM or business,” Lin said. “Because 
of my experiences in M-SET, I know I can 
make a tangible difference in the world by 
building solutions.” u
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Flan-tastic: Chef explores cuisines 

Sitting on his couch after school in late 
January, senior Joshua Chen found himself 
laughing non-stop after the host of “Iron 
Chef America,” Mark Dacascos, screamed 
“let the battle begin!” and did his signature 
hand chop to commence another episode.

After days of living without cable 
connection, Chen turned to 
watching the Food Network 
Channel in early January, 
merely trying to pass the time 
as a second semester senior. 
Chen discovered a newfound 
obsession in watching “Iron 
Chef America.” 

Growing up in a Chinese 
household, Chen had mainly 
been exposed to authentic 
Chinese dishes prepared by his mom. 
Wanting to “try something new,” Chen 
took inspiration from the cooking shows he 
watched and translated the chefs’ technique 
into his own kitchen. 

Rather than learning specific recipes 
from “Iron Chef America,” Chen uses the 
show’s techniques to create new recipes. 

“I love to try what the chefs make on 
‘Iron Chef America,’” he said.“I don’t have 
blow torches or liquid nitrogen, but maybe 
I’ll ask for a blow torch for my birthday.”

Because it is so easy to settle for meals 
that are quick and often unhealthy, Chen 
enjoys the challenge of cooking elaborate 
meals for other people. 

Instead of cooking “really easy” meals 

such as fried rice or noodles, Chen opts 
for other delicacies, primarily baked 
goods. Though he has made burritos with 
homemade guacamole and tortillas and 
is currently experimenting with chicken 
stock, Chen mainly has baked various 
sweets, such as meringues and cookies. 

“Having control over what I eat feels 
really satisfying, as I’m also able to share 
my food with others,” Chen said. “Sharing 

my food with people is nice because 
I’m able to make other people happy.”

Even though some people may 
view cooking as a female-oriented 
task, Chen feels that cooking opens 
up opportunities to break the typical 
“stay-at-home mom, dad provides 
for the family” mentality. Chen 
compares cooking to other crafts, 
such as woodworking, as both are 
hands-on tasks that create practical 

products.
“I don’t think cooking is only for females; 

for example, it’s ‘manly’ to barbeque meat,” 
Chen said. “I think that that stereotype 
is outdated today since both fathers and 
mothers can provide for their families in 
various ways.”

His hobby stems from a love of labor 
and his selfless desire to better the lives of 
those around him.

“There’s a sense of satisfaction in being 
self-sufficient. Cooking is less of a hobby 
and more of a labor of love since I enjoy 
cooking for others rather than for myself,” 
Chen said. “Despite my failures, I’m still 
able to make food that tastes good and 
makes both me and others happy.” u
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Senior JT Hulme remembers standing 
backstage during a performance of the fall 
play, “The White Snake,” feeling pride as he 
watched his creations step onto the McAfee 
Center stage. Hulme, however, is not an 
inventor — rather, he is one of the state’s 
premier makeup artists, having won the 
Southern California State Championships 
for Makeup Design and Art, competing as 
one of only two males in the predominantly 
female competition. 

Kelly McLaughlin, 
a makeup artist that 
works with JT in the 
drama department, 
said that she thought it 
was “very cool” that JT 
was getting recognition 
for his hard work.

“Seeing him win 
was awesome to see. 
Not only were his de-
signs amazing, but 
he truly deserved the 
win,” McLaughlin said. 
“Especially in a community like Saratoga, 
where we’re kind of in a bubble, it’s really 
amazing that we can still embrace people 
who defy the stereotypes, or who go against 
the social norm.” 

His passion for makeup design surfaced 
in seventh grade, sparked by the Sci-Fi tele-
vision series “FaceOff.” 

“I’ve always been interested the idea 
of creating monsters and other similar 

things through makeup,” Hulme said. 
“However, after I watched ‘FaceOff,’ a show 
where people compete to do exactly this, I 
decided that I wanted to learn and gain the 
skills necessary to be able to do what [the 
contestants] were doing.” 

When he reached high school, Hulme 
became active in the school’s drama depart-
ment.

“Mostly when we need any type of 
makeup I am the first person the drama 
department asks,” Hulme said. “I’ve helped 
out on all sorts of productions, ranging 

from ‘Guys and Dolls’ 
to ‘The White Snake,’ 
a personal favorite of 
mine.” 

In pursuing this 
interest, Hulme has 
found that the greatest 
obstacle is finding the 
resources to train.

“It’s really hard to 
find good training, as 
most of the classes that 
are offered for makeup 
are either horrible, ex-
pensive or reserved for 

adults,” Hulme said. 
Although Hulme considers makeup de-

sign a true passion, he said that it is unlike-
ly that he will be pursuing it as his full-time 
career, due to the lack of makeup-related 
classes at most four year universities.

“I definitely know going forward, I’m 
going to continue refining my skills and 
generally help out those who need my skill 
and creativity,” Hulme said. u
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Senior Nicole Lin, right, participates 
in the annual Cal Games tournament.

Courtesy of WESTERN REGION ROBOTICS FORUM

Senior JT Hulme practices various 
makeup techniques on seniors 
Sarah Traina and Ryan Westman. 

Courtesy of JT HULME

Senior Jt Hulme Caption goes 
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In his second year as adviser to the week-
ly SHSTV broadcast, adviser Joel Tarbox has 
seen an increase in staff members and more 
stability in terms of producing the show.

Starting in the fall of 2015, changes in the 
structure of the Falcon journalism classes 
have helped increase the number of stu-
dents in SHSTV. 

That year, a half dozen first-year Falcon 
staff members started doing six-week “rota-
tions” in broadcast to supplement the work 
of the permanent 10-person staff.

This year, however, there are 17 perma-
nent staff members and five or six rotating 
members from the fourth-period newspa-
per staff are helping out.

Tarbox said that this new feature of the 
SHSTV-Falcon collaboration has been espe-
cially helpful to the overall production.

“In my two years, the enrollment num-
ber and enthusiasm have jumped thanks to 

Mr. Tyler’s support for SHSTV,” Tarbox said. 
“The best part about having a bigger crew is 
that we can spread the work out more.”

Before the rotation system was imple-
mented, SHSTV had the same anchors 
almost every week. Since the broadcasts 
lacked in recurring broadcast segments and 
guest anchors, the show had trouble break-
ing out of its regular routine.

However, with the bigger class size, 
SHSTV has been able to incorporate new 
ideas for each week’s broadcast, including 
teacher and guest anchors and a weather 
segment with senior Mary Maccoun, which 
makes use of the Media Lab’s green screen.

“We wanted to implement the green-
screen into the broadcast and it was just 
luck that my name is Mary,” Maccoun said. 
“If my name was Sarah, we would not have 
covered weather.”

Even though each weather segment is 
only around 30 seconds, Maccoun thinks it 
has improved the broadcast by catching the 
viewers’ attention.  

The show’s executive producer, senior 
William Chen, explained that this is all an 
attempt to revamp the weekly broadcasts.

Throughout this year, Chen, who is now 
in his third year on the staff and is the lon-
gest standing member of the SHSTV crew, 

has been working to bring SHSTV out of 
obscurity and establish a stronger reputa-
tion on campus.

“We are just trying to change things up,” 
Chen said. “Hopefully [we will] gain the 
school’s approval.” u

Dozens of sophomores and ju-
niors spend a significant amount 
of time each year preparing for 
standardized tests like the SAT, 
ACT, or SAT subject tests. Stu-
dents often choose to take the SAT 
subject tests at the end of each 
school year upon completion of 
the relevant coursework, such as 
PreCalculus Honors and Chemis-
try Honors.

The ACT and the SAT are es-
sential steps for getting into most 
colleges, but are SAT subject tests 
worth taking at a time when col-
leges aren’t requiring them the 
way they used to? The half a dozen 
students interviewed by the Falcon 
had mixed feelings about the value 
of the subject tests.

For sophomore Reva Vaidya, 
who is planning to major in an en-
gineering-related field, showcas-
ing her abilities in the sciences is 
something she views as beneficial. 
She plans to take the SAT Chem-
istry Test this June this year after 
completing Chemistry Honors.

“Especially if you’re planning 
on going into this really advanced 

major, then you should definitely 
be required to take the test because 
the regular ACT or SAT doesn’t 
cover specific fields like history 
and science and other fields people 
want to go into,” Vaidya said.

Though Vaidya thinks more 
colleges should require the tests, 
she isn’t convinced students’ scores 
on the subject tests accurately re-
flect their skill level in those areas.

Colleges are gradually moving 
away from requiring the tests be-
cause of the controversy around 
the efficacy of standardized test-
ing, Vaidya said. 

Dozens of colleges require 
these tests only for students who 
choose the SAT over the ACT (the 
ACT includes a science section, 
whereas the SAT does not) or are 
majoring in specific areas.

For example, Carnegie Mel-
lon University requires College of 
Engineering applicants to take the 
Mathematics Level II Subject Test 
and either a Physics or Chemistry 
Subject Test. The Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology also re-
quires two SAT subject tests, one 
in a math level and one in science.

After taking the Biology and 
Mathematics Level II tests at the 

end of her junior year, senior Me-
gana Saripella took the Chemistry 
test last November only because 
specific programs, such as the 
Accelerated Medical Program at 
Boston University and the Honors 
Program in Medical Education at 
Northwestern University, required 
it. 

“I’d rather they have me take 
whatever I wanted, because I 
ended up doing a lot worse in my 
[Chemistry test] because I wasn’t 
initially planning on taking it,” 
Saripella said. “If colleges were 
taking my other scores, maybe 
[my score] would have worked a 
little bit better.”

In contrast to those that cur-
rently require specific tests, several 
colleges are lenient in their test-
ing policy. NYU allows students 
to submit results from three SAT 
subject tests or three AP exams in 
the place of the SAT or ACT. 

Other colleges have changed 
their language regarding standard-
ized test requirements. Since 2010, 
Georgetown University, which 
used to require three SAT subject 
tests, now only “strongly recom-
mends” that all candidates submit 
three SAT subject test scores. Har-

vard University also stated in 2014 
that while “normally” two SAT 
subject tests are required, it is ac-
ceptable not to take them because 
of personal preference or financial 
hardship.

However, even with the recent 
shift away from required SAT sub-
ject tests, many students here still 
feel the need to take them, even if 
they are merely recommended.

“Even if subject tests were 
‘strongly recommended’ and not 
required by colleges, probably 
nothing would really change,” ju-
nior Tiffany Huang said. “They 
would be just like AP courses; 
they’re not required, but everyone 
still takes them anyway.” 

Junior Kevin Handoko plans to 
take three subject tests, regardless 
of these colleges’ changes in policy. 
Though he has not taken any yet, 
Handoko said that it has essential-
ly become the culture at the school 
for most people to take the tests. 

“It’s already hard to get into any 
UC public school, and to get into 
a good private school, it’s already 
so competitive, so anything to give 
an edge would be helpful, so [the 
mindset is] a good score would 
help,” Handoko said. u

The last student production 
of the year, “The Murder Room,” 
completed its three-show run on 
Feb. 12, captivating audiences 
with its witty banter and complex 
mechanisms.

“The Murder Room,” directed 
by seniors Zach Grob-Lipkis and 
JT Hulme, followed the story of a 
disgruntled fortune hunter named 
Mavis, played by senior Saya Si-
varam, who attempts to murder 
her husband Edgar, played by ju-
nior Mateusz Kranz. The murder-
mystery farce goes on a windy 
trail as Mavis finds out that she 
actually failed to kill her husband 
and instead killed her cat and gave 

Edgar partial amnesia. The show’s 
defining feature is its quick, crisp 
line delivery and various comedic 
timings. 

“The cast worked very hard to 
get their lines down and to create 
interesting characters,” Grob-Lip-
kis said. “Because of how ridicu-
lous the show is, all of the actors 
really needed to work on creating 
larger than life characters, which 
they did really well.”

For Kranz, he had to do double 
the work, because he played two 
characters — Edgar and the inept 
police constable Abel. The two 
are opposites, the former being a 
posh, upper-class gentleman in his 
middle ages, and the latter being a 
goofy yet determined young man. 

“It’s been really interesting to be 
able to play two characters in the 
play because of being able to con-
struct the backgrounds and char-
acteristics of both of them,” Kranz 
said. “Also, I had to wear a wig and 
a fake mustache while I was play-
ing Edgar, so that took some get-
ting used to.”

Aside from the often confus-
ing and extremely convoluted plot, 
“The Murder Room” required sev-
eral unusual set pieces, such as a 
window seat that turned into a 
secret passage and a portrait that 
acted as a booby trap. 

Senior Gaya Chatterjee, the 
technical director for the show, 
spent many hours devising plans 
for the mechanisms. 

“This is a very technically in-
tensive show, so you can imagine 
how hard Gaya worked,” Grob-
Lipkis said. “I think my favorite 
part of the set is either the trap 
door window seat, which swings 
open to reveal a secret compart-
ment, or the portrait that hung on 
the back wall.”

The portrait in question was 
supposed to be of Edgar’s former 
wife, one who died long before he 
married Mavis. 

However, to add to the farci-
cal nature of the show, the direc-
tors dressed Kranz up as a woman 
with a blonde wig and very strong 
makeup and used a photograph of 
that as the portrait.

Many of the cast members con-

curred with Grob-Lipkis that it 
was their favorite part of the set.

The end of “The Murder Room” 
marks the beginning of the spring 
musical “Legally Blonde,” as all at-
tention and energy can now be di-
rected to that show. 

However, no matter how grand 
and impressive the main stage pro-
ductions are, Kranz said that noth-
ing can truly compare to the feel-
ing of a student production.

“I love being able to do such 
a funny show with just my clos-
est friends,” he said. “There’s re-
ally nothing that beats getting to 
spend all of your time with such a 
small group of people who are so 
close. It’s almost like a cult, but not 
creepy.” u
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SAT subject tests deemed less important 
by colleges but students still take them
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‘The Murder Room’ completes successful run
STUDENT PRODUCTION

BY SayaSivaram

The entire SHSTV staff is pictured along with some members of the Falcon staff that sometimes 
contribute to broadcasts.

Courtesy of  NOW&FOREVER STUDIOS
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BY THE NUMBERS

MAJOR COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES

THAT REQUIRE THE SAT 2 EXAM

MOST popular
SAT 2 TESTS AMONG STUDENTS

1MATH LEVEL 2
Number of test takers: 144,772 

2CHEMISTRY
Number of test takers: 73,551 

3U.S. HISTORY
Number of test takers: 70,298 

4MATH LEVEL 1
Number of test takers: 65,319

5PHYSICS
Number of test takers: 58,921

SOURCE: PREPSCHOLAR
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When college early accep-
tance letters came in December, 
a wave of senioritis began to hit 
the school. Phrases such as “I’m 
not studying for that test — I’m 
a second-semester senior now” 
started weaseling their way into 
conversations around campus. 
Contrary to popular belief, many 
second-semester seniors afflicted 
with senioritis have not grown 
lazier but rather more pragmatic.

The school administration, 
however, has limited the so-
called “pragmatism” of second-
semester seniors by moving the 
AP test signup deadline from 
mid-March to Feb. 17. 

The rationale behind this 
change is to avoid another year 
of a mandatory AP Pre-ID “Bub-
ble Fest,” a single tutorial period 
dedicated to filling out a major-
ity of the AP registration forms, 
which saves time during the AP 
testing sessions in May. 

Although it’s a well-inten-
tioned initiative, earlier AP 
registration comes along with 
downsides that don’t necessarily 
balance out with the benefits. 

Unlike underclassmen and 
juniors, many of whom take AP 
tests to earn college credit or to 
tack onto their college appli-
cations when senior year rolls 
around, second-semester seniors 
can be more particular in choos-
ing which AP tests to take, con-
sidering that colleges do not ac-
cept all AP tests in exchange for 
credit. 

While it’s true that most uni-
versities release their regular 
admissions decisions after the 
school’s traditional mid-March 
AP registration deadline, for se-
niors planning to attend schools 
that send out earlier decision 
emails such as Boston College 

and Northwestern University, 
knowing which tests to sign up 
and prepare for prevents weeks 
of aimless preparation and a 
waste of registration money. 
More importantly, the school’s 
original deadline allows these se-
niors to effectively study for AP 
tests that actually matter to them. 

A later AP registration dead-
line doesn’t only benefit seniors, 
but it also helps both underclass-
men and juniors. 

As a general rule, AP students 
typically finish learning College 
Board’s required topics in March, 
meaning that February AP sign-
ups would have to be completed 
before the actual class subjects 
are fully covered. 

An earlier signup date means 
that AP students will have only 
covered about 70 percent of the 
classroom material when they 
are required to finalize their 
AP testing schedule, and for a 
college-levelled course, that re-
maining 30 percent accounts for 
a substantial portion of the class. 
Without knowing what this last 
30 percent of material entails, 
students are not making a fully 
informed choice when they sign 
up for testing. 

Of course, it’s not 100 percent 
necessary for students to learn 
that last 30 percent of material in 
order for them to sign up for an 
AP test. 

However, a later signup date 
ensures that students will be 
making better testing choices.

Another argument in favor of 
the new system is that if students 
decide that they no longer want 
to take a test before the office 
places their exam orders before 
March 11, they will still be fully 
refunded. But the two school 
weeks after the registration dead-

line and the refund deadline sim-
ply aren’t enough time.

Call students procrastinators, 
but most would rather spend a 

tutorial doing a Bubble Fest if 
that means they’ll have the abil-
ity to make a more educated de-
cision for their future. u
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Early AP registration causes issues
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The Falcon staff voted 29-3 in support of this article.

 It’s 8:14 a.m., one minute before 
the final bell rings and class be-
gins. Freshmen scramble to their 
classes, wary of receiving yet an-
other tardy on their records. 
 Behind them are just as many 
upperclassmen walking casu-
ally through the school, and even 
when the bell rings, it’s as if they 
didn’t even hear it.
 According to senior Kyle Jew, 
most upperclassmen have stopped 
caring about the tardy system, es-
pecially after realizing that some 
teachers don’t follow the system 
as intended. As the more experi-
enced students at school, they’ve 
learned through trial and error 
which teachers won’t mark them 
late and which will.
 The wide range of teacher hab-
its undermine the accuracy of the 

tardy system. 
 Some teachers enforce a strict 
tardy policy, marking late anyone 
who walks through the classroom 
doors even a few moments after 
the bell rings. 
 Others are even more demand-
ing, requiring students to have all 
their materials laid out on their 
desks before the bell rings.
 On the other extreme, many 
teachers seem to have grace peri-
ods of 5, 10 or even 15 minutes. 
Some choose to not even mark 
tardies at all and simply submit the 
daily roster so that every student 
has perfect attendance.
 Then comes the question of the 
efficacy of the nationwide tardy 
system in schools — is it really 
accomplishing its goal of making 
sure students are on time?
 Schools in the U.S. use tardies 
to deter students from disrupting 

classes by being late and to make 
sure school starts and ends at uni-
form times. Late students slow 
down the pace of the classroom, 
and tardies are meant to remedy 
the problem. 
 But at SHS, it seems that tar-
dies are now more about what the 
teachers choose to do rather than 
how many times students walk 
into class late. 
 Late students may not even be 
marked as late, making the tardy 
system inaccurate and even futile.
 This wild inconsistency is not 
fair for students who have teach-
ers with stricter policies. The main 
purpose of this system has been 
completely stripped away and 
only aids the students in realizing 
which teachers are the most le-
nient with attendance.
 As flawed as the system seems, 
there is a simple solution. Cur-

rently, the school requires teachers 
to mark students as tardy within 
the first 5 minutes of class. Teach-
ers need to go about a set standard 
so that any student who walks in a 
minute or two late will be marked, 
regardless of teacher. 
 Administrators should also 
emphasize the importance of the 
rule to make sure that all teachers 
follow the policy.
 Without implementing such a 
solution, tardies will continue to 
be both an inaccurate and mis-
leading way to determine how ef-
ficiently classrooms start and end. 
If the tardy system is in place at 
all, it’s something worth enforcing 
properly. 
 Without setting proper regula-
tions for tardies, students will de-
velop the mentality that they can 
ignore other, more serious school 
policies without penalty. u

Tardy system lacks structure, regulation
BY RolandShen

“It’s definitely unfair 
because only some 
teachers mark you 
tardy and some don’t 
even care.”

senior Sharanya Krishnamurthy

Do you find the 
tardy system to be 
unfair or biased 
due to the lack of 
regulation? junior Gina Hinojosa

togatalks
“Some teachers don’t 
take into account 
traffic or anything, so 
it just depends on who 
you have.”

ELICIA YE
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Though it has not even been a full month 
since President Donald Trump took of-
fice, hundreds or maybe even thousands of 
protests have taken place, with millions of 
Americans speaking out against a man they 
feel has no place in the Oval Office.

Trump and his defenders have labeled 
the protesters as “immature” and “divisive,” 
and cited the violent protest at UC Berkeley, 
where Breitbart editor Milo Yiannopoulos, 
a critic of feminism and Muslim immigra-
tion and a Trump supporter, was invited to 
speak by the UC Berkeley Campus Repub-
licans. The protest actually started off as 
peaceful, until “Black Bloc” protesters came 
to the protest and began destroying prop-
erty and starting fires. The peaceful pro-
testers, however, are simply exercising their 
First Amendment rights. Not only are these 
protesters justified in their actions, but their 
actions deserve praise.

Even before taking office, Trump dis-
played alarming qualities like narcissism, 
bigotry and arrogance. 

He channeled his incompetence in mak-
ing poor and irresponsible choices for criti-
cal cabinet positions, most notably billion-
aire Betsy DeVos as secretary of Education, 
neurosurgeon Ben Carson as secretary of 
Housing and Urban Development and Exx-
onMobil CEO Rex Tillerson as secretary of 
State.

DeVos and Tillerson are both unquali-
fied and have too many conflicts of inter-
est to carry out their duties responsibly. 
Tillerson has ties too deep with Russia to 
handle the diplomacy aspect of his position, 
and DeVos’ only experience in education is 
her fierce advocacy for privatization of the 
American public school system.

When a president appoints individuals 
to his cabinet with no regard for the Ameri-
can people, patriotic Americans cannot and 
should not be passive. These protesters are 
sending a message to the president and to all 
Americans that the people of this country 
will not blindly support him simply because 
he holds the highest office in the nation. 

In addition to his irresponsible picks for 
cabinet members, Trump is indisputably a 
misogynist. He has a history of objectifying 
women and has crusaded against women’s 
reproductive rights. 

Unless we stand up to Trump and send 
him some kind of message, as the millions 

who participated in the Women’s March did 
on Jan. 21, misogyny may become normal-
ized in the White House over the course of 
the next four years.

Aside from all of his other actions, 
Trump’s ill-informed, impractical immi-
gration policy gives the American people 
grave reasons to be up in 
arms.

Trump issued an execu-
tive order on Jan. 27 that 
banned U.S. entry from 
seven Muslim-majority 
countries for 90 days, sus-
pended the U.S. Refugee 
Admissions Program for 
120 days and indefinitely 
suspended entry of Syrian 
refugees, all in the name of 
national security. 

However, the ban did 
keep children, international 
students, medical doctors 
and refugees out from en-
tering the country.

A m e r i c a n s 
of all racial 
and religious 
backgrounds, 
many of whom 
were shocked 
to hear that the 
United States gov-
ernment would act 
in such an immoral 
and constitutionally 
questionable manner, 
responded by protest-
ing at airports nation-
wide. 

This sent the message to Trump and his 
administration that much of the American 
populace, perhaps even a majority, do not 
agree with their actions. 

On Feb. 3, James Robart, a federal judge 
in Seattle, halted the immigration order na-
tionwide, which almost certainly would not 
have happened had the American people 
accepted the ban without resistance.

These protesters are concerned Ameri-
can citizens who are willing to take the time 
to ensure that this type of behavior is never 
normalized — because it should never be.

Americans should learn from its past 
and stand up to Trump through protest. 
Given what he has done so far, there is no 
predicting what comes next. u      

Protesters should be 
praised, not criticized
BY AmithGalivanche

“Dump Trump!” 
“Say no to racism!” 
“ H a t e has no place in America!” 

These are but a few of the 
signs at worldwide protests 

a n d 

marches in reaction to 
President Trump’s 

inauguration and 
policies. Meanwhile, 

thousands of Americans 
wearing “Make America Great 

Again!” hats stormed Washington, D.C., 
in late January praising the new president 
on his bold plans to “reconstruct” our 
country. 

The division between Trump 
supporters and opponents shows how 
much the country needs to reunify. 

If the inability to compromise from 

both sides lingers for the next few years, 
any progress will be hard-won, if not 
impossible.

The multiple government shutdowns 
and filibusters during the Obama 
administration demonstrate the futility of 
striving for progress by merely protesting 
against one’s opponents. 

That doesn’t mean Democrats need to 
befriend every single Trump supporter.

 Like in all things political, voters 
have multiple reasons for choosing their 
politicians. Most Trump supporters are 
not alt-right racists. 

Compromise can be achieved 
with more moderate Trump 

supporters, who either 
felt like they had 

no realistic 
a l t e r n a t i v e 
or had their 
reasons for 
their political 
choice.

C h a n g e 
comes slowly 
but steadily 
t h r o u g h 
c o m p r o m i s e . 
Enough support 

from even a few 
moderate Trump 
supporters and 

non-Trump citizens 
alike will show 
Trump that his ban 

on immigrants is 
neither popular nor right 

for America’s progress. 
Protesting in itself is not 

a terrible idea. 
It provides dissenters a unified voice 

and shows the government the people’s 
opinion on certain policies, creating a 
pathway for change. 

However, with two such separate 
factions of ideas between Trump 
supporters and liberal protesters, each 
group will push in their own directions 
and away from compromise. The result 
would be a decisive victory for one party 
or another, not a resolution incorporating 
points from both.

Democrats don’t have to agree with 
everything Trump says; their goal is to 
agree to policies they can live with and 
minimize the damage his more extreme 
ideas would inflict. u

Protests not effective way 
to create lasting impacts
BY RyanKim

Following President Trump’s temporary 
ban on immigration from seven Muslim 
majority countries on Jan. 27, thousands 
of people flocked to airports to protest the 
executive order. Rising anger directed at 
Trump’s policies also erupted into riots in 
Berkeley, where violence burst about the 
streets and flames scorched the area. 

However, this wave of well-justified hate 
toward Trump’s records of divisive rhetoric, 
sexist and racist remarks and discrimina-
tory policies has extended beyond Trump 
himself.

Merely being associated with Trump has 
become a stain beyond forgiveness in the 
eyes of many of his opponents.

For example, on Facebook, there has 
been a trend of liberals asking for all Trump 
supporters to unfriend them.

While it’s understandable to unfriend 
racist or sexist Trump supporters, we 
shouldn’t isolate ourselves from every-
one who supports Trump, especially since 
many Trump supporters do not agree with 
Trump’s recent immigration ban and other 
of his policies. 

Similarly, students at Saratoga High 
should not exclude or discriminate against 
their Trump-supporting peers. Opening 

dialogues between different political ide-
ologies is a cornerstone of democracy and 
talking to one’s Trump supporting peers in a 
civil manner is more productive for inspir-
ing change than attempts to isolate or shun 
them.

Furthermore, the public opinions of 
Trump’s supporters are far more influen-
tial to Trump than those of his “haters” as 
Trump has continually asserted that he 
doesn’t care what liberals and his other op-
ponents say. 

On the other hand, if his own self-
proclaimed loyal supporters are speaking 
up against his policies, he may actually be 

spurred to change. Therefore, it is even more 
essential for us to open dialogue with the 
less-extremist Trump supporters who could 
be persuaded to speak out against Trump’s 
most dangerous, bigoted and fear-monger-
ing statements and policies.

This focus on opening dialogue and 
support should also be applied to coverage 
of some of Trump’s more progressive and 
clear-thinking cabinet members.

Unfortunately, many articles and news 
sources have instead alienated moderating 
influences on Trump. For example, online 
news sources Business Insider, Buzzfeed 
and ABC News somewhat unfairly targeted 
Trump’s Secretary of Defense James Mattis, 
solely criticizing him for his comments on 
enjoying shooting people in war and por-
traying him as merely another Trump-esque 
bigot. 

Although Mattis has had a history of 
violent remarks and a reputation for being 
a warmonger, Mattis is a surprisingly liberal 
force among Trump’s heavily conservative 
cabinet and has even garnered support from 
Sen. Bernie Sanders.

Mattis has expressed support for fighting 
climate change by citing global warming as 
a national security threat and has requested 
money to replace fossil fuels with renewable 
energies in the military.  

Mattis has also supported LGBTQ 
friendly policies in the military, taken a 
stance against torture, expressed disdain for 
the Trump’s immigration ban, and request-
ed for Trump to exempt Iraqi citizens who 
have helped the U.S. military from the ban. 

Instead of trying to alienate associates 
such as Mattis, the media and liberals should 
instead try to pressure Mattis into advising 
more against Trump’s more bigoted policies 
and support Mattis in his more progressive 
requests. 

Increasing public support behind more 
progressive policies suggested by Trump’s 
close associates along with pressuring 
Trump’s own supporters to speak out against 
Trump’s more discriminatory policies may 
influence Trump’s policies to be less right-
wing extremist. 

As Mahatma Gandhi once said, “an eye 
for an eye makes the whole world go blind.” 
Indiscriminately rejecting and alienating all 
Trump supporters will only fuel hate with 
more hate.

By contrast, opening dialogues with 
Trump’s more open-minded supporters and 
associates, the people whose opinions mat-
ter to him most, in order to pressure for 
more moderate or progressive policies may 
ultimately make Trump back off some of his 
more extreme and harmful ideas. u

BY AustinWang

Association with Trump should not be a condemnation

As Mahatma Gandhi once 
said, “an eye for an eye makes 

the whole world go blind.” 
Indiscriminately rejecting 
and alienating all Trump 

supporters will only fuel hate 
with more hate.
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Bellarmine’s pro-life 
club lacks credibility

All-male private high school Bellarmine 
College Preparatory found itself tied up in 
a community-wide controversy in January 
after one senior posted a tweet showing 
the school’s Pro-Life Club’s protest against 
abortion. The club focuses on activism and 
fundraising to end legalized abortion in the 
U.S..

The tweet reads, “Today, Bell Pro-Life 
Club set up a memorial for the 55+ mil-
lion innocent Americans killed by abortion 
#StandForLife,” along with pictures of hun-
dreds of tiny crosses planted in the ground, 
and of two students holding signs that read, 
“I am Pro-Life.”

Many students from neighboring Bay 
Area schools were upset by this protest, 
and for good reason. Although abortion is 
an issue that could affect a man’s life indi-
rectly, it is ultimately pertinent to a wom-
an’s health and well-being.

Without knowing the struggles of being 
a woman, these boys promote a cause based 
on pure ideology. Despite the current be-
liefs of the presidential administration, no 
person should force women to give birth. 

Moreover, the fact that the club mem-
bers are all male — therefore unable to 
experience pregnancy — demonstrates 
that the protest did not fairly represent the 
views of abortion’s primary “constituents:” 
women. A man has the ability to walk away 
from the pregnancy while the woman will 
forever be stuck with the choice: to abort 
or keep and raise the child, sometimes as a 
single mother. 

Women, therefore, should be given a 
choice, especially in cases of medical neces-

sity. Freedom of speech is a human right; 
and though these boys can and should have 
an opinion, they must first be able to accu-
rately judge the issues they stand for before 
launching a public protest.

One pro-life blog, LifeNews.com, states 
that men should be able to stand up un-
apologetically for their pro-life beliefs, 
citing that even though a woman is not 
homeless, she can still have an opinion on 
homelessness, and even though she hasn’t 
murdered anyone, she can still have an 
opinion on murderers.

There should be a realization that there 
is simply less understanding on the com-
plexities of the issues they stand for, espe-
cially when it comes to preventing a medi-
cal procedure. Because men have no direct 
experience with abortion, most of their be-
liefs will come from their own subscribed 
ethics and morals, often tainted with reli-
gious hues. This should never be used as 
grounds to prevent a medical procedure.

For example, Sen. Tim Kaine, Hillary 
Clinton’s running-mate in the November 
election, is Catholic, and despite being 
“Pro-Life” himself, Kaine supports abor-
tion rights since he believes in allowing 
women to make that decision themselves. 

Planned Parenthood president Cecile 
Richards agrees with Kaine’s approach.

“The people of America don’t like it 
when politicians put their own personal 
politics ahead of the health and lives of 
women,” Richards said to the Women in 
the World Summit in New York.

This brings up the idea that there needs 
to be more representation from the directly 
affected party. When there are clubs that 
affect certain communities, there should 
be efforts from schools like Bellarmine to 
include those groups.

 For example, they could try to see if 
women from local all-girls schools would 
like to join their club, or host female speak-
ers. It is important that students like those 
in the Bellarmine club have educated opin-
ions — opinions based on exposure, not 
pure ideology — before their ideas can be 
taken seriously. u

People used to complain that social me-
dia and Instagram photos were fake — too 
edited and too contrived to be real repre-
sentations of the people in them. 

But recently, social media has taken an 
alternate route, with more and more users 
creating “private Instagram accounts” or 
“fake instas” to express a more candid ver-
sion of themselves. 

For teenagers, the real point of a fake In-
stagram or a “finsta” is to share 
more personal posts with 
only a select group. 

Essentially, pri-
vate Instagrams are 
large group chats.

 They open up 
a space for users to 
express their lives — 
whether they receive 
a college acceptance, 
or experience some 
hilarious encounter 
— that they’d rather 
only show a limited 
audience of typically 
20 to 60 people. 

Embarrassing pic-
tures, inside jokes and 
supportive comments from 
a close circle of friends are all the benefits 
of a finsta. 

Private Instagrams are part of a new 
movement — among disappearing group 
Snapchats and locked Houseparty video 
chats — that tries to return social media 
to its former purpose of just a communi-
cation method between people and their 
close friends. 

But what started as an innocent concept 
— an attempt of privacy in our more public 
lives — has turned into a platform of pub-
lic gossip and derogatory rants for angsty 
teens. 

The world of finstas has become a place 
where individuals abuse the privacy of 
finstas to share gossip about others (using 
seemingly ambiguous nicknames or vague 

terms) and post rude comments about 
people who happen to live outside this “pri-
vate” world.

But how big is the gap between the fol-
lowers of a private account and those sit-
ting outside this exclusive circle? 

The answer is very small — more than 
anything, screenshots and travelling phone 
screens spread gossip like wildfire. 

The truth is, these fake Instagram ac-
counts are not private in any way other 
than in name, and users tread dangerous 
territory once they start using words they 
never would in person. 

There have even 
been many recent 
instances when 
school administra-
tors have had to 
step in, as there is 
a fine line between 
the words said over 
finstas and bully-
ing.

People are com-
pletely justified 
in their desire to 
share and express 
themselves with 
those they truly 
care about. 

And though 
gossip will always exist 

in everyday conversations and social me-
dia, one platform is very different than the 
other. 

If people going to talk bad about some-
one else, they might as well do so through a 
mode of communication they can control.

Don’t get us wrong — we both have pri-
vate Instagrams ourselves (with very secre-
tive usernames, don’t ask) — but it is on all 
of us to never mistake privacy as secrecy 
or use these forums as a convenient way to 
ridicule others. 

The next time you find yourself fuming 
with anger about someone’s offensive ac-
tions, or are just feeling petty about a cer-
tain topic, dial the number of a close friend 
and have an actual private conversation 
instead. u

Private Instagrams not 
meant for secret gossip

My neighbors and I have a bumpy rela-
tionship filled with hills and holes, literally. 

Years ago, my neighbors decided that it 
would be in their best interests to dig up 
their front yard, so they piled up a moun-
tain of dirt and left behind an empty hole in 
the ground. 

I didn’t know “Holes” by Louis Sachar 
was such a popular book until I witnessed 
its effects first hand. Needless to say, my 
other neighbors and I were furious with the 
development. Of course, as “proper, polite 
neighbors,” we have not yet confronted our 
neighbors for their newfound hobby. The 
hole is still there, as is the mountain of dirt 
now covered in wildflowers. It seems that 
dirt-stacking is the new trend; my other 
neighbor decided that it was high time to 
dig up his entire front yard too. I now have 
the blessing of being flanked by rolling hills 
of dirt and dust. Yippee. u

THE RETURN OF … WELL, HOLES

I don’t think my neighbors are bad peo-
ple; they just have this one habit that gets on 
my family’s nerves all the time: they always 
insist on parking their motorcade of pick-up 
trucks and SUVs right in front of our curb.

I wouldn’t be disturbed if we lived next to 
this neighbor, but we don’t. 

In fact, I live a couple houses down and 
across the street. They recently moved in 
and we hadn’t really talked to them before 
this.

Why they choose to park by my curb 
instead of on their own empty driveway is 
nothing short of puzzling to me.

We finally sent them a letter politely ask-
ing them to refrain from parking on our 
curb, and the next day, their car was in front 
of another neighbor’s house. So much for 
that. 

I guess these people just like parking in 
front of other people’s houses. u

DON’T USE MY DRIVEWAY

Bad Neighbors Edition

Anyone, man or woman, 
should not be able to stop 

another woman from 
receiving this procedure.

GRAPHIC BY RYAN KIM AND AUSTIN WANG

Holes No parking

100 WORD RANT

BY SpringMa
& EricSzeBY KatherineZhou

GRAPHICS BY ELICIA YE

BY RyanKim BY AlexYang
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In countries like South Ko-
rea and China, test prep centers 
are as popular and extensive as 
Starbucks here in the United 
States. 

To compete and survive in 
the overcrowded market of a 
testing-obsessed culture, test 
prep centers have turned to 
unethical means by obtaining 
copies of tests ahead of time in 
order to stimulate business — 
anything to give their students 
an edge.

Widely heralded as the crux 
of every college applicant’s pro-
file, especially overseas, the SAT 
comes with pressure and con-
troversy. 

Stories of students walking 
into the test already familiar 
with half of the questions or 
taking the test for other stu-
dents have become so frequent 
that it is no longer reasonable 
to deny that testing officials are 
facing both an ethical and secu-
rity problem. 

When College Board released 
a new 1600-point scale version 
of the SAT in March 2016, test-
ing cram centers jumped to be 
the first to gage the new test. 

They had teachers wait 
outside U.S. centers to gather 
answers and foraged online 

forums, such as College Con-
fidential, for recent-takers dis-
cussing the new SAT in detail. 

What allows this to happen 
is, foremost, the time difference. 

If College Board distributed 
the test at the same time glob-
ally, not necessarily all in the 
morning, and took measures 
to have the test be different by 
country, the test would have a 
much smaller chance of being 
compromised overseas.

Yes, to create multiple ver-
sions of the test for each time 
zone is expensive and ineffi-
cient. But preserving the in-
tegrity of the test is much more 
important than trying to reduce 
the organization’s costs, or so it 
should be to College Board. 

Its practice of repeatedly re-
cycling tests only provides stu-
dents with access to test prep 
centers and previous test copies 
with a significant advantage. 

New York Daily News re-
ported that, in the past three 
years, American high schools 
were administering tests with 
sections already previously ad-
ministered at least five times. 

A makeup exam in April 
2015 was the same one given in 
June 2013. The chief executive 
of College Board David Cole-
man has even said to Reuters 
that the organization’s reused 
questions “too often.”

It is ultimately both in the 
students’ and College Board’s 
best interest, especially long 
term, to ensure the tests are pro-
tected and different overseas. 

College Board is supposed 
to be a non-profit organization, 
but according to CNN, the or-
ganization has total yearly rev-
enues near $600 million. 

Using that money to change 
the tests every new testing date 
and to group tests by similar 
time zones would ease colleges’ 
fears about the legitimacy of 

overseas students’ scores. 
Simply decreasing the im-

portance placed on standard-
ized tests will not sway students 
and parents with an ingrained 
mindset that anything can help. 

Of course, these test prep 
centers are completely unethi-
cal in obtaining the tests ahead 
of time, but some of the respon-
sibility lies with College Board. 

Would it rather reduce costs 
and feed the frenzy of who can 
get that one section or essay 
question first, or would it rather 
preserve the tests’ integrity? u

BY CaitlinJu

SAT needs more oversight

“Can I borrow last year’s test, 
please?”

These are words that almost ev-
ery SHS student has heard at least 
once throughout the semester. 

In recent years, the school has 
seen several cases of academic 
misconduct as students begged 
each other for old tests, essays and 
labs to gain an advantage in an 
academically challenging setting. 

When asked by friends to give 
them old tests, students have often 
struggled to maintain their mor-
als, as they either have to awk-
wardly reject their friends’ pleas or 
break academic integrity by hand-
ing them over. 

While some may think that 
helping a friend out is OK, it is ab-
solutely immoral and unfair to the 
entire student body. 

One problem that arises with 

giving out old material is that 
some teachers do not completely 
change tests year after year. If stu-
dents pass down their tests to oth-
ers, the students currently taking 

the class will know the exact ques-
tion or the type of question on the 
upcoming tests. 

Some students may say that if 
the teacher changes the problems, 
then borrowing each other’s old 

tests would not be an issue. 
However, accessing old tests 

not made readily available to all is 
unfair, as it gives one student more 
test-oriented practice that another 
might not receive otherwise. It be-
comes unjust for a student without 
the resources and also creates a 
gap in integrity. 

When dealing with essays, 
there is much less room for cheat-
ing. Through turnitin.com, cheat-
ing by re-submitting old essays 
and practice writes is impossible 
and students are forced to learn to 
write for themselves. 

But then there is the ethical 
minefield of the college essay. Is 
it OK for students to look at ones 
that have been submitted by previ-
ous students?

The danger in passing college 
essays between members of differ-
ent classes is that they are used by 
admissions officers to determine a 

student’s perspective and unique 
insights, as well as whether or not 
they will fit into a certain college’s 
academic and social environment. 

When a student uses someone 
else’s essay as a primary resource 
and example, the college is not re-
ally reading about the applicant’s 
original thoughts and are instead 
fed false information, perhaps 
skewing the admissions process. 

Cheating has also become com-
mon in lab write-ups for science 
classes like AP Physics.

Most teachers do not change 
lab questions or write-up assign-
ments from year to year since the 
process in creating a lab is com-
plex and requires certain materials 
and procedures that take a lot of 
time to acquire and use.

When students provide their 
classmates with the lab from the 
year before, current students gains 
a huge and unethical advantage.

They will know all the analysis 
and discussion question answers 
and necessary calculations before-
hand.

Through these old labs, a stu-
dent will in effect know the entire 
lab before even starting. 

This not only makes it inequita-
ble for other students who have to 
solve the problems themselves, but 
also ultimately hurts the student, 
since they will not truly learn the 
material. 

Some students may see the 
immediate help that cheating 
through old papers or lab write-
ups provides them.

 But in the long run, such habits 
undercut the whole reason we are 
in school. 

So the next time a friend asks 
you for an old test or essay or lab 
write-up, tell them you won’t do it, 
and it’s because of the simple fact 
that you’re their friend. u

BY NeilRao

“It’s unfair ... the 
formatting and a lot 
of the questions are 
pretty similar [every 
year].”

senior Naman Sajwan

What do you 
think about 
people passing 
along old tests?

togatalks

sophomore Inés Picard

“Personally, I don’t 
want to share my old 
tests because it gives 
students an unfair 
advantage.”

senior William Chen

“Tests are different, 
but just pointers and 
tips and that kind of 
stuff are fine ... Just 
be helpful.”

While some may 
think that helping a 

friend out is OK, it is 
absolutely immoral 

and unfair to the entire 
student body.

During the second week of 
February, I starred in a student 
production in the Thermond 
Drama Center. Looking out at 
the audience during curtain call, 
I saw my parents beaming back at 
me, my sister with a proud look in 
her eyes and my directors sighing 
in relief that we hadn’t messed up 
too badly.

 I barely saw any of my friends, 
though. 

It was discouraging, to say the 
least. It felt as if only the people 
who felt obligated to come had 
actually seen the show that I had 
poured my heart and soul into, 
the only exception being the few 
friends who did show up, armed 
with hugs and flowers. 

I think the worst thing is that 
this was nothing out of the or-
dinary. I didn’t even expect my 
peers to support my extracurricu-
lar activities or see my shows, and 
that’s the biggest problem of all.

Somehow, Saratoga High has 
bred a culture in which it’s normal 
not to attend school events that 
showcase the talents of other stu-
dents. It’s a culture of self-absorp-
tion and indifference to others.

Going to any of these events 
means giving up time that could 
be used to study for your next 
chemistry test or preparing for 
the ACT. Yet it is crucial to re-
member, even for a moment, that 
supporting your peers is not a 
sacrifice, but rather an opportu-
nity. 

High school will never occur 
again — these opportunities to 
see your friends in their prime 
are fleeting. That’s why it is so im-
portant to value the happiness of 
your peers as much as grades or 
test scores.

Students choose their pas-
sions with good reasons in mind. 
They may be educational, artistic 

or just fun, but in all cases, they 
matter. 

In appreciating the things that 
others prioritize, the students 
have a simple way to create a 
more supportive, welcoming en-
vironment. 

Of course, we’re always being 
encouraged to be more aware of 
our peers. 

Speak Up for Change Week 
was all about fostering accep-
tance in your community, and 
what easier way to do that than 
by showing your peers that you 
understand how important their 
activities are to them?

Knowing Saratoga students, 
the promise of a warm and com-
forting environment won’t be 
enough to sway them to attend 
sports games or theater produc-
tions, so it’s also important to 
point out just how much we can 
learn from these activities. 

By going to a basketball game, 
you are able to learn about the 
players who might sit near you in 
math or science class. 

Going to a play might help you 
understand Shakespeare or Miller 
a little bit better. 

Attending Bombay in the Bay 
could expand your cultural un-
derstanding and create a better 
comprehension of some of your 
classmates and their traditions. 

There is so much to be gained 
from going to after-school ac-
tivities, whether it be stronger 
friendships, a better culture or 
even augmented education. 

But, at the end of the day, 
students should feel motivated 
to support their friends purely 
because of their friendships and 
overall love of the school.

The best way to strengthen 
your friendships is to take interest 
in their passions, to assign impor-
tance to their priorities. 

And honestly, you shouldn’t 
need any other reason. u

Supporting peers leads 
to better student culture
BY SayaSivaram

Preserving the 
integrity of the test is 

much more important 
than trying to reduce 

the organization’s 
costs, or so it should 

be to College 
Board.

é 

Asking for previous papers and labs undermines learning process

Countries that prep the most
South Korea, China and Japan 
have a reputation for their cram 
schools.

The inconsistent reusage policy
The April 2015 SAT exam was the 
exact same one as the one given on 
June 2013.

Streets lined with test prep 
centers in Asia
There are 70,000 hagwons, or 
cram schools, servicing the student 
population of South Korea alone.

International test takers stats
In 2014, 300,000 international 
students took the SAT exam in 
various time zones across the 
world.

Foreigners coming to America 
for school
According to Princeton University’s 
website, out of its 2095 admits 
in 2016, about 12.5 percent of 
them came from countries outside 
the United States. According to 
the Daily Caller, the number of 
international students increased 9 
percent in 2015 from 2014.

The SAT in the World

bigidea

Courtesy of IB TIMES
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Sophomore Nick Burry is a self-
described “sneaker head,” someone who 
has a vast collection of shoes and related 
apparel.

Among his favorite pairs are his Yeezy 
750s, a $1,000 shoe made in collaboration 
with Adidas and Kanye West, which he 
won for $5 at a key master arcade machine 
at Fix Kicks in Santa Clara. 

Burry is hardly alone in his passion for 
the hobby. 

What began 
with Michael 
Jordan’s illustrious 
basketball career 
has now turned 
into a billion-
dollar industry of 
shoes that varies 
from performance 
basketball to lifestyle 
sneakers.

For Burry, sneakers allow him to mix 
up his outfits on a daily basis. 

Over the years, he has managed to 
accumulate what seems to be one of the 
biggest sneaker collections in the nation. 

Among his unique collection are 
multiple pairs of Yeezys, Jeremy Scott X 
Adidas sneakers and rare Jordan models.

“To me, sneakers have value in style 
and looks,” Burry said. “I like collecting 
shoes of any type or color, ranging 

from rainbows to stuffed animal [shoe 
designs].”

Like many shoe enthusiasts, Burry said 
he simply “stumbled into the game.” While 
searching around online, he was attracted 
to many videos and articles relating to the 
rising popularity of streetwear and soon 
grew addicted to the culture.

In the streetwear industry, hype is 
generated from and revolves around 
celebrity brands for shoes and clothing. 

Burry considers himself a 
“hypebeast” for buying 
exclusive brands like 
Supreme and Bape, 
which near $600 
for a simple hoodie 
due to their high 
demand and low 
manufacture rate.

Burry is looking 
forward to sharing 
his shoes with his 
younger brother 

Michael, currently an 
eighth grader at Saint Andrew’s Episcopal 
School. 

He is just waiting for his brother’s feet 
to be big enough to fit his collection.

Burry appreciates having the ability 
to have such a collection and thanks his 
family for supporting his love of shoe-
collecting.

“I appreciate everything that I have 
and I am so lucky that I am able to express 
myself through shoes,” Burry said. u

Sophomore takes shoe 
collecting to the extreme

Mandela Effect challenges fake memories
The Mandela Effect was coined 

by blogger Fiona Broome in 2010 
after she discovered that many 
people clearly believed that late 
South African activist and presi-
dent Nelson Mandela died in 
prison, when in reality, he was still 
alive.

The discovery of this and other 
“collective false memories” has 
led to the belief that, to different 
people, events happen in differ-
ent time spans. These memories 
can be attributed to several causes, 
including the idea of alternate uni-
verses.

Although this trend may seem 
silly at first impression, it has 
gained traction because many peo-
ple have become distraught after 
having extremely clear memories 
about certain phenomena, only to 
find out that the reality is much 
different.

In fact, after I watched a video 
by popular YouTuber Shane Daw-
son detailing this phenomena, I 
eagerly looked up a clip of Darth 
Vader’s famous line in “Star Wars: 
The Empire Strikes Back.” Since I 
had watched the original trilogy 
several times in my childhood, I 
had thought of myself as an avid 
“Star Wars” fan. However, I was 
shocked when I listened closely to 
Vader say, “No, I am your father,” 
to a pained Luke Skywalker.

I was extremely confused, play-
ing the clip over and over, as even 
in the title of the video, the line 
was, “LUKE, I am your father,” 
not “NO, I am your father.” The 
line, which has been famously but 
incorrectly quoted, is just one ex-
ample of the Mandela Effect. 

For example, NewStatesman 
reported that hundreds of people 
online claim to remember a movie 
called “Shazaam” that came out in 
the ‘90s, starring comedian Sin-
bad, but the truth is that it never 
existed. One man even said he 
remembered it distinctly, as he 
owned a video rental store and had 
to rewind and watch the movie 
many times to make sure it would 
play correctly. 

Other popular Mandela Ef-
fects include the misspellings of 
well-known items, such as how the 
children’s book series “The Beren-
stain Bears” is remembered as the 
“The Berenstein Bears,” the cereal 
“Froot Loops” as “Fruit Loops” 
and the air freshener “Febreze” as 
“Febreeze.”

These effects further expand to 
include songs and famous quotes, 
such as Queen’s “We Are the 
Champions,” which actually ends 
without the line “... of the world,” 
contrary to popular memory. Even 
covers of the song include this line. 
Along with this, the famous line 
from “Forrest Gump” is actually 
“Life was like a box of chocolates,” 
not “Life is like a box of choco-
lates.”

This is further corroborated 
with “misprinted” rare memora-
bilia, such as a branded perfume 
labeled  with the name of TV show 
“Sex in the City,” while the actual 
show is titled “Sex and the City.”

After conducting a Facebook 
survey detailing these common 
misconceptions, I found that out 
of 68 Saratoga students, 44.1 per-
cent of students claimed to be in-
clined to believe the Mandela Ef-
fect.

This trend has led to people go-

ing as far to claim every mistake or 
simple item that they remember 
differently, without any proof, is 
evidence of the Mandela Effect.

However, there are explana-
tions against these beliefs. Dr. 
Henry Roediger, a professor at the 
Washington University Memory 
Lab, told NewStatesman, “Lots of 
people remember detailed, but ut-
terly false, memories. In fact, we 
all have them.”

In fact, Roediger explains that 
this occurs almost like an infec-
tious disease, as “one person’s 
memory can infect another.”

Besides the “misinformation 
effect,” the Mandela Effect can also 
be influenced by confirmation 
bias, misattribution of memory 
and cryptomnesia, where imagi-
nation is mistaken for memory. 

According to debunkingmande-
laeffects.com, it can also be at-
tributed to false memory, cogni-
tive dissonance —  when people 
are resistant to evidence against 
their memory — or confabula-
tion, which occurs when people 
fabricate details about the world in 
their memory.

Although at first I could be-
lieve that some of these “Mandela 
Effects” were true, or at least a 
strange coincidence, I realized that 
these “effects” can simply be un-
derstood as common misunder-
standings that have been spread 
by one confused person to a large 
group.

Although I was originally 
shocked by this phenomena, upon 
further investigation, I realized 
that I don’t distinctly remember 

Darth Vader telling Luke, “Luke, I 
am your father.” 

I probably couldn’t quote any 
movie that specifically, even one 
that I had watched many times. 
Upon watching the clip again on 
YouTube, I could see how some-
one could mess up remember-
ing Darth Vader’s words, with his 
slurred, incoherent speech. 

Similarly, I have recalled mem-
ories from my childhood that 
never happened, simply because I 
misattributed my imagination for 
true memory. The human brain is 
very complex and can trick some-
one into thinking one way, while 
reality exists on its own. In the 
end, it seems people are making 
up phenomena like the Mandela 
Effect to try to explain confusions 
that are all too human. u

GRAPHIC BY VIVIEN ZHANG

Yeezy 750s

BY AaronChoi
& NeilRao

Test yourself: Which one is correct?

(Correct answers at the bottom of page)

or

or

or

GRAPHIC BY ELICIA YE

BY KatherineZhou

Correct answers: Right (“Chick-fil-A” is spelled with a “k”), Left (curlicue on “F”), Right (“Oscar 
Mayer” is spelled with an “a”) 
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Hit a button and a massive explosion will 
decimate everything nearby. It’s a common 
scene in any Hollywood action movie, and it 
should probably stay confined on a cinema 
screen. 

The scene creeps into my mind whenever 
I press a light switches in the wrong order 
whenever I turn off the lights.

In my house, there is a room that has two 
light switches, one a dimmer and another an 
“actual” light switch. 

To turn the lights off, I must press the 
two in the correct order: first the dimmer 
and then the light switch. If I go out of order, 
an image of the entire room blowing up 
immediately pops into my head.

In my imagination, the lights explode 
from shutting them off too forcefully because 
I didn’t dim them out first. Or, I fear that the 
wiring will short circuit and suddenly start 
a fire.

Of course, the room doesn’t actually 
explode and my fears are completely 
irrational. Although I have tried time and 
time again to calm my phobia, I still feel 

a tingling sensation whenever I press the 
switches in the wrong order. Whenever 
I turn off the lights, I hesitate to press the 
“actual” light switch first and eventually just 
choose to press the dimmer before the light 
switch.

I have no problem when I turn the lights 
on because I have to press the switches in a 
specific order or else it will not turn on. In 
order to turn on the dimmer, the “actual” 
light switch has to be pressed first.

I don’t even know how my fear 
began, nor do I know what to call it — 
lightswitchaphobia perhaps? Sadly, I do 
know that I’m stuck with a stupid fear that 
is obviously illogical. Does anyone know a 
good hypnotist? u

fred the 
bread

Frederick Kim

Straight out of Hollywood: house 
exploding with a flip of a switch

Walking through the school cafeteria, 
the foul stench of ranch salad dressing filled 
the room and sent sophomore Claire Luo 
running toward the “exit” sign. 

Luo recalls her traumatic experience 
upon arriving at school on her first day 
of third grade in the U.S. As a Chinese 
immigrant, Luo had never tasted or even 
smelled anything like ranch 
dressing before. 

“It is the most horrid thing on 
this planet and I do everything in 
my power to stay away from it,” Luo 
said.

Struggling to deal with being 
surrounded by Americans who 
have a love for the egg yolk-based 
mixture, Luo experimented with 
different ways for her to continue 
living in America without going 
insane from the egg fumes around her. 

For example, during  lunchtime, when 
someone eats ranch dressing at her table, 
Luo simply holds her breath for a minute 
until she can step away for fresh air. 

Although the presence of ranch dressing 
alarms Luo, she is fully capable of consuming 
ranch-flavored snacks such as Doritos chips. 

In the past, Luo tried eating ranch 
dressing. Although it did not taste as bad 
as she had imagined, “smelling it that one 

time in third grade just led to a lifetime of 
irrational fear.”

According to Luo, ranch does not have 
a bad smell, but she is naturally afraid of 
ranch dressing and being within its vicinity 
triggers her gag reflex. 

Going to public restaurants or even to 
public places such as school has always 
been difficult for Luo. Since it was such an 
exhausting feat to try and stay away from 

ranch dressing consumers, Luo 
searched for alternative options to 
help her obtain her goal of a normal 
life.

Luo came across a YouTube 
video titled, “How to conquer 
ranchphobia,” which featured a 
YouTuber climbing into a bathtub 
filled with ranch dressing. This 
form of “ranch therapy” is supposed 
to cure anyone who suffers from 
being terrified of the harmless salad 

topping. 
If she ever finds someone willing to 

sacrifice their bathtub to help her conquer 
this irrational fear, she is willing to try ranch 
therapy. In hopes of spreading awareness 
of strange phobias like hers, Luo wants to 
inform people of her continuous struggle 
with her fear of ranch.

“Some people aren’t being picky, they 
could have a deep fear that you don’t know 
about,” Luo said. u

BY SophiaZivanic

Sophomore reveals 
fear of ranch dressing

Luo

With more than half of the world’s pop-
ulation having curly hair, a fear of curly-
haired people seems to be one of the last 
items on someone’s list of phobias.

Especially when the person has curly 
hair himself.

Ever since he had a nightmare in kinder-
garten, junior Vishal Narayan had always 
“freaked out” whenever he encountered 
curly-haired people.

“It was a Christmas-themed 
dream, and a curly-haired woman 
was throwing candy corn and was 
trying to kill me,” Narayan said. 
“She had green skin and reminded 
me of the Grinch, except she wore 
a white frock-like dress with pink 
petals on top.”

The haunting dream was 
enough to convince Narayan that 
the “monster-like” woman with 
“really oily, short, curly hair” was 
making an attempt on his life.

At age 6, Narayan moved to India, where 
he wasn’t exposed to a variety of hairstyles 
since guys couldn’t have long hair and girls 
aren’t allowed to let their hair down.

“As soon as I got to India my parents 
[shaved my head] bald for religious reasons, 
so I didn’t have to deal with being scared of 
my own hair,” Narayan said.

 His fear of curly hair only intensified in 
third grade when he had Shanti ma’am as 
his teacher, who, in his memory, had red 
spots on her light-skinned face and thin 
curly hair that didn’t reach her shoulders.

“She used to hit people; I remember she 
smacked me at least three times,” Narayan 
said. “That just increased my overall fear of 
curly-haired people.”

Fortunately for him and his curly-haired 
family members and friends, Narayan over-
came his irrational fear by the time he fin-
ished elementary school and returned to 
the U.S., knowing that “curly hair couldn’t 
actually hurt [him].”

“My mom didn’t have curly hair when I 
was little, but she did curl her hair 
eventually, and by then it didn’t 
freak me out because I knew my 
mom would never scare me,” Na-
rayan said.

Narayan, who has had natural 
curls his entire life, had also grown 
accustomed to avoiding mirrors 
that showed his own curly-haired 
image, but now, he “looks at him-
self in reflections whenever he has 
the chance.”

While there wasn’t a defining 
moment that cured his phobia, Narayan 
eventually overcame his fear of curly hair 
just as how he conquered his acrophobia 
after various experiences of visiting glass 
towers, rock climbing and travelling in air-
planes.

Just as exposing himself to heights 
helped him adjust to his fear of them, see-
ing many people with different hairstyles 
in America gradually made him no longer 
fearful of curly-haired people.

“I got to see how everyone has distinct 
styles when I came back to America, and 
I’m good now,” Narayan said. u

BY EliciaYe

Junior recounts fear of 
curly hair from nightmare

Narayan
“One two! One two!” I repeated in my 

mind as I attempted to swim across the vast 
expanse of water known as a “pool.” My 
heart pounded in my chest, quickly rising 
above its normal rate. “I’m halfway there,” 
I thought as I looked down into the deep, 
dark waters. In that moment, I spotted a 
small hole, and that’s when everything — or, 
more specifically, my imagination — went 
wrong. A great hulking shark squeezed its 
tubby body through and started swimming 
towards me. CHOMP!

As a child who was really into exercis-
ing, I took up swimming as a way to release 
my unneeded energy. Although I enjoyed 
swimming, I always wondered what the 
small little hole on the bottom of the pool 
was for. Having a creative imagination, I al-
ways feared that a shark would find its way 

through the little hole and attack me. 
The thought of a shark swimming its way 

from the ocean into a pool really scared me, 
and with every passing day, the fear grew 
and grew, solidifying itself in my mind. 
Every day, before getting into the pool, I 
would find myself constantly staring at the 
little hole, waiting for a shark to pop out of 
nowhere.

Now, as an educated individual, I should 
know that sharks should have no business 
in pools or with children learning how to 
swim. They happen to be saltwater animals 
and have 0 percent chance of swimming 
through pipelines with their large bodies. 
Even if a shark happened to get itself onto 
land, it would also have to traverse miles 
of land before making its way into a pool. 
Despite this, movies like “Sharknado” only 
added to my fears. The thought that sharks 
could come flying along with tornados ter-
rified me. 

Nevertheless, my constant fear of sharks 
has haunted me to this day. Although I 
know I won’t find them squeezing out of 
a small hole, every single time I go swim-
ming, I always feel like there is a dark figure 
lurking behind me. u

wa-ding in
water

Stephen Ding

Swimming gone 
out of control 

GRAPHICS BY CHARIN PARK

I s  i t 
just
me?

Phobias interfere with 
students’ everyday lives

BY KarenChow

Iconic song from 
‘Titanic’ provokes fear

“Titanic,” the 1997 epic romance-
disaster film adored by millions of people 
worldwide, brings to mind the romantic 
image of a young Leonardo DiCaprio and 
Kate Winslet “flying” from the bow at sunset 
and thousands of people fleeing for their 
lives in the midst of a sinking wreckage. That 
is not the case for for sophomore Tiffany Pi. 

When Pi thinks about “Titanic,” she is 
immediately reminded of its classic 
and dramatic theme song “My 
Heart Will Go On” by Celine Dion, 
and listening to any snippet of the 
song gives her the “chills.”

Pi recalls that when she was 5, 
her brother, 2015 alumnus Josh 
Pi, and his friends were watching 
the movie in her family room. 
Once the song started playing, Pi’s 
vision somehow grew blurry, and 
she could only sense long, black 
shadowy human figures standing 
in front of her. She immediately ran to her 
room, shut her eyes and covered herself 
with blankets as she trembled with fear. 

“From that moment on, I couldn’t listen 
to it ever again,” Pi said.

From this experience, Pi always thought 
the song caused pain and suffering. 

Although the song conveys a message about 
the everlasting love between Jack and Rose, 
Pi hates how it brings her back to the day 
she saw black figures, which she believes 
were ghosts. According to Pi, even the mere 
mention of the song title can cause her 
nausea. 

“It hurts me physically and it feels like 
there’s something crawling on my back,” Pi 
said. “Sometimes I get so scared I can’t move 
from the fear.”

Friends have told her how 
unreasonable her fear is, and 
sometimes even make fun of 
her for it, blasting the song from 
their phones or teasing her. Even 
though the fear is “very real” to 
Pi, her friends feel that her fear is 
unrealistic or fake.

Pi knows this fear is irrational, 
but she cannot help but shake at 
the beginning melodies of the song. 
Even though she has tried to fight 
this fear many times by forcing 

herself to listen to “My Heart Will Go On,” 
her attempts have yet to be successful. To 
this day, Pi has still not gotten over her fear, 
and she hopes to never hear the song again. 

“I know I will not get over my fear,” Pi 
said. “I just hope people start to understand 
it.” u

Pi
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The robotics reality: 200 hours 
to build, two minutes to play

For Saratoga’s 649 M-SET Fish ro-
botics team, holding a solid 30-point 
lead in the closing seconds of the 2016 
CalGames’s semifinals match last sea-
son at Fremont High School in Oc-
tober, a win and a ticket to the finals 
match seemed certain — right until 
the last 10 seconds. Near the end of the 
match, after one robot was broken by 
an opposing robot, Saratoga’s team was 
unable to score enough points and, as a 
result, was overwhelmed by robots at-
tacking in the last few seconds. At the 
end of the match, the live scoreboard 
read 234-233. Saratoga had lost by a 
single point. 

In robotics, the success of hundreds 
of hours put into pre-competition 
preparation is determined by short 
matches, each less than 3 minutes long. 
In these matches, a single second can 
make all the difference between a win 
and a loss. During winter break, dozens 
of robotics members found themselves 
bombarded with work. 

As their Feb. 21 deadline for com-
pletion of the robot approaches, team-
mates often spend more than 40 hours 
a week modifying their robots during 
their “build season.” 

Though pit-crew members are avail-
able to perform last-minute touch-ups 
on the robot during competitions, 
tournament rankings are generally de-
cided by the initial robot design and 
the experience of the controllers, both 
factors that involve large time commit-
ment prior to tournaments.

Senior David Doluca is one of the 
team’s controllers this year, and he 
knows the importance of his role at 
higher levels of play, where all the ro-
bots are well-made and easily capable 
of performing their specific tasks.

The difference between victory and 
defeat often lies in the hands of the 
person controlling the robot. After a 
15-second period in which the robots 
autonomously set themselves up, both 
the auxiliary controllers and a driver, 
who steers the robot, take control of 
playing the game. 

Senior Kyle France, the driver for 
the 649 M-SET Fish, said the path to 
victory lies in having both skilled driv-
ers and a well-built robot. Due to the 
variations in technique and execution 
between matches, strategizing different 
methods during tournaments makes 
driving the robot especially challeng-
ing.

“Matches can be pretty unpredict-
able, so you have to react to different 
situations, which kind of keeps you on 
your toes,” France said.

In closely contested games, having a 
well-prepared and adaptable controller 
in the last crucial seconds of the match 
can make or break the outcome, which 
puts a huge burden on Doluca and 
France. 

“You’re under a lot of stress because 
all your teammates are relying on you,” 
Doluca said. “Even though everyone on 
the team gets to work the robot, not ev-
eryone gets to drive it at once, so you’re 
having a lot of faith put in you because 
you’re carrying out the execution of the 
match.” 

Stress, adrenaline and enjoyment 
mount as the match progresses and the 
crowd screams while the team mem-
bers try to create last-minute strategies 
to close out the game. Despite the chal-
lenges and stress of competing, France 
still finds driving the robot at tourna-
ments to be the most enjoyable part of 
robotics.

“Competing is when you put your 
hard work to the test,” France said. “I 
like the intensity of the competition 
since makes it a really enjoyable envi-
ronment.” u

BY VictorLiu
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 As Indian Cultural Awareness 
Club (ICAC) Admin Liaison se-
nior Ruchir Mehta finished a two-
hour All Males Dance (AMD) 
practice that took place right after 
a two-hour Bhangra practice, he 
debated whether to go straight to 
the 8 p.m. seniors’ co-ed practice 
on an empty stomach, or take a 
short break. 
 Faced with another two hours 
of dancing, Mehta and senior Kes-
hav Narayan ultimately decided to 
drive to McDonald’s for McChi-
ckens and fries. 
While sacrificing their timeliness 
as they arrived a few minutes late 
to dance practice seems trivial, 
the ICAC officers have put in a 
tremendous effort in order to pro-
duce a spectacular performance 
at the annual Bombay in the Bay 
(BnB) show.   When 
hundreds of students and parents 
fill the McAfee Center this week-
end to support the performers, 
many will witness the variety of 
dances and the vibrant, shimmer-
ing traditional Indian costumes 
presented on stage. 

Yet, few will see the amount of 

work the ICAC officers and par-
ticipants have put in behind-the-
scenes over the past three months.

“The audience never sees the 
behind-the-scenes work, such 
as the making of brochures and 
t-shirts, as well as the process of 
teaching choreography,” said se-
nior Kirthana Ramesh, who cho-
reographed dances and is also the 
club’s business manager. “It is re-
ally cool to see how much gets ac-
complished within a span of three 
months.”

One of the most important 
steps in producing BnB is finding 
sponsors, who donate money in 
return for an advertisement in the 
BnB brochure, a handbook cre-
ated by ICAC co-president senior 
Maya Prasad that introduces the 
dances, performers, and ICAC’s 
goals as a whole. 

The pamphlet is given to all at-
tendance members on the day of 
the show. ICAC donates all pro-
ceeds from the show to a different 
charity every year that the officers 
“believe deserves recognition and 
needs more support.” This year, 
the proceeds will be donated to 
Parikrma Foundation, which 
provides education to thousands 
of children from orphanages and 

slums in India. 
As business manager, Ramesh 

contacted people from many dif-
ferent local businesses such as 
realtors, exercise studios and res-
taurants, and raised about $2,600 
through sponsorships, which 
greatly exceeded their original 
goal of $1,500. 

Along with fundraising for the 
charity, the officers and other cho-
reographers had the task of teach-
ing the dances and keeping track 
of around 200 participants who 
are part of the show this year. 

Although some special acts 
such as Bhangra require tryouts, 
the majority of the dances are 
open to everyone. 

As a result, many seniors who 
have never been part of BnB be-
fore signed up this year, amount-
ing to a total of 75 participants in 
the senior dance.

In order to weave all the vari-
ous dance styles into one cohesive 
performance, the officers spent 
hours writing the script, facing the 
challenge of making the skit enter-
taining for people of both Indian 
and non-Indian cultures.

“We had to make sure we don’t 
put in too many jokes that only 
people of Indian origin under-

stand, but rather a variety of things 
different people will find funny,” 
said Nimisha Devanagondi, who 
is dance commissioner for ICAC. 
“Balancing the two communities 
within our skit is crucial for the 
success of the show.”

For costumes, choreographers 
for each dance selected a color 
scheme and proceeded to hunt 
online for costumes that would 
“stand out on stage.” 

The officers decided on a color 
theme for decorations as well, 
assigning the heads of a parent 
committee, that consists of ICAC 

officers’ parents,  in charge of 
decorating both the stage and the 
lobby.

To promote the event further, 
Devanagondi shot video clips 
from practices of different dances 
such as AMD and Bhangra, and 
compiled them into a music video, 
which aired on SHSTV on Feb. 2, 
the same day that BnB tickets had 
gone on sale.

“It is amazing how the show 
brings together a large group of 
people of different cultural back-
grounds both on stage and in the 
audience,” Ramesh said. u 

‘Keep calm, curry on’: ICAC officers prepare for BnB
BY ChelseaLeung
& EliciaYe

Gliding across the gym floor in late January, 
senior Brittany Sample grabbed a sabre, a metal 
sword, and spun it in her hand during practice. 
At the climax of the song, all the Winter Guard 
performers threw their sabres up in 
the air. Holding their breaths, the 
audience leaned forward in anticipa-
tion as all the performers caught the 
sabres in sync.

Although the show lasted only 3 
minutes, the stellar performance was 
a result of many hours of rigorous 
practices and rehearsals. Because the 
team was too big to fit all together in 
one floor, a JV and varsity team was 
created. Unlike in previous years, the 
varsity team has moved up to a higher competi-
tion class, the Scholastic Open, as it would al-
low the varsity members to take up a challenge 
that matches their skill and experience level. 

As a result, the team has shifted their focus 
from rifles to sabres, which has not traditionally 
been done in the past. 

Furthermore, because the performances are 
so short, the team tries to incorporate as many 
difficult and complicated tricks as they can.

“The feeling of spinning a sabre, an initially 
unfamiliar piece of equipment, fits perfectly 
this season,” senior Isabelle Tseng said. “Even 
though it’s sometimes hard to see the sabres 

in the air while spinning, [this season 
is] about trying new and challenging 
things.” 

Since their show is limited to a few 
minutes, adding new choreography and 
dance movements has been a struggle 
for the team. However, according to 
Tseng, the more “dark and serious” cho-
reography is a challenge the team enjoys.

This year, the varsity show is titled “A 
Change of Heart,” which depicts falling 
out of love and heartbreak. The mem-

bers agree that perfecting their shows is vital for 
intense competitions, fitting as many elements 
as possible into such a brief performance.

“I don’t really think of the 5-minute perfor-
mance as a waste of time,” sophomore Miya 
Uenaka said. “If you enjoy doing something, 
then every minute you spend is valuable.” u 

BY JennyQian
& ElaineSun

New requirements challenge 
varsity Winter Guard members

Sample

“Matches can be pretty 
unpredicatable, so you 
have to react to 
different situations, 
which kind of keeps you 
on your toes.”

Kyle FranceSENIOR

Senior Bombay in the Bay dancers practice after school on Feb. 8 in the 
Small Gym. This year, 75 seniors will participate in the Senior Dance.
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In January, after two weeks of devour-
ing $9 burritos from La Cueva and $7 per-
sonalized pizzas from MOD Pizza, seniors 
Mitali Shanbhag and Christine Wang could 
not help but begin to crave for the comfort 
food prepared by their moms that they en-
joyed for two weeks during winter break. 
On one of the rare days that the two girls 
stayed on-campus for lunch, they found 
themselves craving senior Wyatt Schul-
man’s homemade shrimp scampi, a pasta-
based dish topped with various seafood. 

“[Schulman] started to 
really get into cooking as 
a second semester senior 
hobby and began bring-
ing such fancy lunches 
for himself,” Shanbhag 
said. “Because going off-
campus for lunch often 
is really expensive, Chris-
tine and I thought it was 
really cool that Wyatt was 
making his own food.” 

As Shanbhag has ex-
perienced as an upperclassman, the privi-
lege of going off-campus for lunch proves 
to be one that both sophomores long for 
and upperclassmen take pride in. How-
ever, though going off-campus for lunch 
is an enjoyable experience, the expense of 
buying food quickly adds up. Going off to 
popular lunch destinations such as Chipo-
tle, Taco Bell and Safeway can easily add to 
over $40 per week, especially with the ad-
dition of side dishes, drinks and gas. Schul-
man, Shanbhag and Wang have noticed the 
extreme demands that eating out has had 
on their wallets and are among the few who 
have sought to fix the problem. The three 
friends recently started a food exchange, 
in which each person takes turns cooking 
meals and packing food for the other two, 
thus eliminating the costs of lunch and pro-
viding healthier food options.

“When [Shanbhag] came up with the 
idea of cooking for each other, she had 

been joking, but I took it seriously,” Schul-
man said. “I don’t take the subject of lunch 
lightly.”

Shanbhag and Wang gave Schulman 
their tupperware as Schulman started the 
exchange with shrimp risotto. On Wang’s 
day, she prepared Asian noodles with to-
mato and egg, while Shanbhag, after solicit-
ing help from her mom, made sausage hash 
and brought samosas, an Indian delicacy. 
Though the friends admit that getting up 
at 5:30 a.m. to prepare a hearty lunch for 
each other was a difficult task, being able to 
enjoy each other’s company while enjoying 
delicious food in the quad was worth it.

“We got free lunches and got to share 
our culture with each other through food,” 
Shanbhag said. “We wanted to save money 
and eat healthier, which was great because 
the food came from someone we trust.” 

Because preparing meals was hard work, 
their lunch exchange only lasted three days 
as they wanted to take a break from cook-
ing. After a few more weeks of exhausting 
their wallets have passed, the friends are 
determined to renew their exchange. And 
for the upperclassmen who prefer staying 
on campus, many find the campus empty, 
as their friends head straight to the parking 
lot when the lunch bell rings.

“People have been intrigued by it,” Shan-
bhag said. “I think cooking food together 
will definitely start to be a trend that will 
pass on to other upperclassmen in years to 
come.” u 

Redemption. That was the word 
that came to mind last semester 
when Media Arts Program se-
niors Nathan Ching, Emily Li and 
Mathis Picard started brainstorm-
ing for their film project spanning 
the course of the whole year. 

Through their film, the group 
had wanted to capture the privi-
lege of second chances and bring 
awareness to the detrimental ef-
fects of alcohol on high schoolers. 
In order to do so, they decided 
to create a fictional film centered 
on Oliver, a teenage boy that “all 
[high schoolers] can find a part of 
[themselves] in.” The film project 
touches upon Oliver’s chance at 
redemption after his involvement 
in a drunk driving incident that 
kills his friend. 

Since August, MAP seniors 
have been given the year-long 
task of producing and editing a 
10-minute feature film. This an-
nual MAP senior project was de-
signed by former MAP teacher 
Tony Palma to draw out creativity 
from the seniors and give them an 
opportunity to showcase the skills 
they have learned in the program.

“MAP has focused on projects 
that span a few months, sometimes 
only a matter of weeks or days,” 
Ching said. “Tackling a year-long 
project sets high expectations, but 
I enjoy having the opportunity to 

be able to perfect a single film.” 
While the seniors worked on 

the script during first semester, 
most students, including senior 
Zach Grob-Lipkis’ group, have 
moved on to the next stage of 
production. Grob-Lipkis and the 
rest of his team, consisting of se-
niors Seena Ghafouri, Max Vo and 
Suraj Mididaddi, are producing a 
film about two high school seniors 

who decide to attend a party after 
getting rejected from their top col-
lege choices. While developing a 
concise script with a serious tone 
proved difficult for Grob-Lipkis, 
his group now faces the challeng-
ing task of setting up scenes for the 
party, which involves many actors 
from the drama department, elab-
orate lighting set-ups and compli-
cated blocking.

Aside from MAP, other classes 
on campus have also been imple-
menting year-long projects. In 
her AP Biology class, Cheryl Lenz 
assigns each student to grow and 
nurture starting in August. To help 
students visualize the concept of 
artificial selection, or the breed-
ing of plants to produce desirable 
traits, Lenz began this project five 
years ago when she started teach-
ing AP Biology.

“We talk about artificial selec-
tion in lectures, but it’s different 
for students to see it in place,” Lenz 
said. “This experiment gives stu-
dents the opportunity to practice 
statistical tests over the genera-
tions of the plants.” 

Even though the process of 
growing and tending to a plant for 
a year seems extensive, this project 
allows students to witness some-
thing that they could have other-
wise only read about. 

“The project showed me just 
how much variation can exist in 
a species,” senior Keshav Narayan 
said. “Having a year to track the 
plants is really beneficial because 
we get to actually see the process 
behind artificial selection.”

In Engineering Design and 
Development, the final addition 
to the Project Lead the Way pro-
gram, teacher Audrey Warmuth 
also chose to incorporate a year-
long project. Using concepts se-
niors learned in the previous three 
engineering courses, students 

are asked to invent an object that 
could solve a real-life problem.

Senior Neythra Srinivasan, 
whose group also includes seniors 
Kainoa Giomi, Rajat Vora, Puja 
Maheshwari and Katherine Chin, 
found that environmental issues 
are some of the biggest problems 
that impact society today. To re-
duce the danger in manually clean-
ing gutters, the group is building 
an automatic gutter cleaner using 
galvanized steel and plastic. Srini-
vasan prefers having a large-scale 
project rather than weekly assign-
ments, since the project allows 
her to plan over a longer period 
of time, giving her an opportu-
nity to experiment through trial 
and error and try different ways to 
implement her ideas. 

“It has taught me how much 
work is required in making a proj-
ect, and I hope to better under-
stand how the process of engineer-
ing takes place in a collaborative 
setting,” Srinivasan said.

Because year-long projects 
have proven to be enjoyable and 
academically enriching for stu-
dents, more teachers have chosen 
to incorporate such assignments 
so that students can apply their 
learning outside of a traditional 
classroom setting. 

“Having year-round projects is 
such a valuable experience,” Na-
rayan said. “I think it’s one of the 
best ways to understand an other-
wise abstract concept.” u

BY AmiNachiappan
& RolandShen

“All my high school 
teachers played a big role 
in my language acquisition 
and development.”

Melodie Bellegarda2013 ALUMNA

BY AlexandraLi
& RolandShen

Year-round projects reach half-way mark

 While descending the Teotihuacán 
Pyramids in February of her senior year, 
2013 alumna Melodie Bellegarda passion-
ately sang along to Luis Enrique’s “Yo No 
Se Mañana” with her newly made friends 
from Cuernavaca, Mexico, marveling at 
the ease with which she was able to en-
joy and adapt to Mexican culture. Such 
moments when Bellegarda could employ 
her knowledge of Spanish outside of the 
classroom helped her grow in her ability 
to speak and appreciate the language. 

Determined to attain fluency of the 

language, Bellegarda pursued Spanish as 
an additional major on top of her neu-
robiology major at UC Berkeley, and she 
has since taken a variety of courses from 
Latin American cinema and photography 
to Spanish history and culture.

According to Bellegarda, taking a 
college-level Spanish course is a whole 
new experience compared to high school 
Spanish classes. Aside from an extreme-
ly small class size with no more than 20 
undergraduates, about half of the class 
includes native speakers, allowing all stu-
dents to become familiar with many dif-
ferent accents ranging from Costa Rican 
to Mexican. Even though Spanish college 
courses are more centered on analyzing 
literature, Bellegarda attributes her suc-
cess in college-level Spanish to the Span-
ish classes she took at SHS, which pro-
vided her with all the basic fundamentals.

“From Spanish 1 and 2 teacher Señora 
Rodriguez and Spanish 3 teacher Señora 
Voorhees, I learned basic vocabulary and 
syntax, while Spanish 4 Honors and 5 
AP teacher Señor Rodriguex focused on 
pragmatics and the importance of con-
versations,” Bellegarda said. 

While Rodriguez uses a mix of both 
English and Spanish when teaching her 
students, Voorhees and Rodriguex gener-
ally conduct their classes entirely in Span-
ish, as students become more comfortable 
and confident with their knowledge of the 
language. 

Many teachers also implement incen-
tives to encourage students to speak to 
each other in Spanish during class; for 
example, Voorhees burns a candle while 
students speak in Spanish and rewards 
them with food and a movie when the 
candle burns out. Bellegarda believes 
that her high school teachers’ efforts to 
strengthen students’ writing and speak-
ing skills have paid off.

“All my [high school] teachers played 
a big role in my language acquisition and 
development. I’m now at the point where 
I can write 10-page Spanish papers with 
ease and confidence,” Bellegarda said. 

Like Bellegarda, many SHS graduates 
found it relatively easy to pick up Span-
ish where they left off after high school, 
with some students even deciding to live 
abroad. 2011 alumnus Kyle Fukui, who 
now researches marine microorgan-
isms in Chile, said that the emphasis the 
school’s Spanish teachers put on under-
standing culture rather than just learning 
words helped him “approach other cul-
tures with an open mind.” 

Rodriguex, who has been in contact 
with many past students, attributes a 
good command of Spanish to the effort a 
student puts into using the language. 

“Students must take advantage of every 
opportunities,” Rodriguex said. “What we 
provide here is what we think will build 
a good, solid foundation for continuing 
Spanish in college." u

BY EleanorGoh
& AvaHooman

Alumni: Spanish prepared 
them for college, beyond

Seniors form lunch exchange 
to reduce off-campus costs

Seniors Neythra Srinivasan, left, and her teammate Puja Maheshwari, 
right, work on a project for their Engineering Design and Development 
class. Over the year, the group will build an automatic gutter cleaner.

FALCON // MUTHU PALANIAPPAN

Schulman

Senior Wyatt Schulman:
Schulman prepared shrimp risotto, a dish with 
creamy corn and garlic parsley seasoning.

Senior Christine Wang:
Wang made fried noodles with tomato and egg, 
a traditional Chinese dish.

Senior Mitali Shanbhag:
Shanbhag made mini finger bite-sized turkey 
Club sandwiches with a side of samosas.

Master Chefs
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“Monkey! Do the monkey 
dance! Come on, Monkey, do the 
Dance!” “Where’s my favorite el-
ephant? Show me those ears!” 
“Come on, Smiley, smile! Where’s 
that smile, Smiley?”

I suppose the last name wasn’t 
so bad — judging by how it shaped 
me into quite an optimistic indi-
vidual during fifth grade — but 
for years I endured name-calling 
in all forms: from a monkey to an 
elephant to even a bat. I suffered a 
lot of verbal teasing as a child for 
my abnormally large ears. 

I’m not sure how I resembled a 
bat, but needless to say, I was not 
a fan of being called demeaning 

names, however light and trivial 
the teasing was. Throughout ele-
mentary school and half of middle 
school, I was labeled “Monkey,” 
belittled and teased for my large 
ears. 

At times, I grew very depressed 
and started fretting over my self-
image, constantly trying to push 
back my extended ears with my 
hands to make them seem smaller. 

At first I tried laughing along, 
but it was clear that my laugh rang 
hollow. I then tried to ignore the 
remarks, but shrugging them off 
was tough, especially when my 
fourth grade friends constantly 
asked, “Hey Monkey! Why so seri-
ous? It’s just a joke!” 

Understandably, as a young 
child, I suffered from my physical 

insecurity; I began scuttling from 
class to class, trying to hide my 
large ears. I also started drifting 
away from friends who, albeit jok-
ingly, called me such names. 

My only sanctuary was family; 
every time I visited my grandpar-
ents in South Korea, they would 
look at my ears and remark, “Now 
those are the ears of an intelligent 
leader! So outstanding!” 

Of course, I was quite embar-
rassed and somewhat annoyed by 
my grandparents’ strange obses-
sion over what I deemed as my 
worst physical characteristic. I be-
gan thinking about what it would 
be like if I were normal like ev-
eryone else: I wouldn’t have such 
outrageously huge ears, I would 
fit in more and I wouldn’t have to 
withstand all of this teasing.

One day, as my friends and I 
were playing soccer in a nearby 
field, my closest friend yelled, 
“Hey Monkey, pass!” And I did. 
Whereas the Ryan a day before 
would have hid and curled up 
into a metaphorical shell, I gladly 
passed the ball to my teammate, 

who scored the winning goal. 
As we were walking back to 

our goalposts, he said, “Nice pass, 
Monkey!” And, strangely enough, 
I was not upset with my friend 
for calling me that; I had some-
how accepted the name. I replied, 
“Thanks! Nice play,” leaving my 
friend stunned that I had not been 
embarrassed or blushed as I would 
have done in the past. The power 
of the name-calling died instantly. 

That night, I decided to test 
my newfound indifference to the 
name-calling, so I looked into the 

mirror and said to myself, “Take 
a long, objective look at yourself. 
Don’t consider your insecurities or 
what other people call you. Look 
only at yourself.” 

Once I did that, I found that, 
except for some acne, I was fine; 
my body had grown so that my 
ears seemed adequate, proportion-
ate even, to myself. I began em-
bracing my ears as part of myself, 
taking on the most difficult step of 
dealing with verbal abuse. 

My self-esteem has drastically 
improved since. Now, at the Ko-
rean school where I volunteer, I 
laugh along with my students as 
we discuss the abnormalities of 
my large ears. Among my closest 
friends, I sometimes brush off be-
ing called a “monkey” by showing 
off my “Buddha” ears. . 

The names I was once called 
are past pains, ones that I now use 
on myself to entertain my students 
and younger guests at parties. I’ve 
found that the key to fighting ver-
bal bullying, no matter its severity, 
is accepting it as irrelevant and 
learning to move on. u

BY RyanKim

For years I endured 
name-calling in all 

forms: from a monkey 
to an elephant.

I quit, and it’s not 
such a bad thing

Quitting does not 
equate to giving up

GRAPHIC BY ELICIA YE

Monkey
I EMBRACED MY POWER TO ACCEPT THE NAMES I WAS CALLED

   
The sun was out and there was 

not a cloud in the sky. It was the 
perfect day, but as I walked to get 
my books from my locker in leg-
gings paired with a grey cropped 
top and a flannel, I heard whis-
pers. I’d grown used to hearing 
them every now and then, but 
thought nothing of it.
    Later that day, however, as I was 
walking home, an obnoxious boy 
yelled from his car a nasty phrase. 
My initial reaction was to curse at 
him, as I was shocked and hurt, 
but I only continued walking, 
realizing that responding in that 
way was not right and would only 
make things worse.
    To sum it up, I was called a slut. 
   The word slut, defined by dic-
tionary.com as “a sexually pro-
miscuous person, or a person who 
behaves or dresses in an overly 
sexual way,” first used in the writ-
ten language in 1402, has always 
carried negative connotation but 
is only ever used to describe a 
woman. Oftentimes, a woman is 
classified as a “slut” by someone 
who does not even know her per-

sonally. The prejudiced and sexist 
remark is based purely on appear-
ances and rumors. 
    That’s what happened to me.
    It was the first month of fresh-
man year. As I was talking to a 
new friend I had made in class, 
she said to me that I was not like 
what people had described me: 
that I was actually nice. This as-
tonished me; as she named the 
people who had “described me,” 
all of them people whom I barely 
knew, let alone ever talked to. 

“Slut” — that one word really 
got to me. It stung like pouring al-
cohol on an open wound. I didn’t 
know what I had done to deserve 
this atrocious label.
  My mind was always flooded 
with thoughts of “does he/she 
think I’m a slut?” and “If I wear 
or say this, would it make them 
think I’m a slut?”
     Eventually, these thoughts made 
me unable to focus on anything 
and my grades started to drop. I 
was doing and saying things just 
to appear “unslutty” like wearing 
loose clothing, cutting ties with 
my guy friends and always trying 
to be nice. Yet, despite doing all 
these things, I could never escape 
the persona people had already 
given me. I was no longer myself.
  I would go home every day 
and think of how or why people 
would think this of me. I blamed 
myself for what people thought 
about me and would cry, hoping 
that tomorrow would be better.

Eventually, I was just tired — 

tired of trying so hard to “fix” 
myself, tired of wondering why 
people thought these things and 
tired of wearing a mask. 

Four months into freshman 
year, my friend, who knew I had 
been struggling with self-image, 
came to me and told me the rea-
sons that she was friends with me. 
She told me it was because of how 
thoughtful I was, how she loved 
my sense of humor and how I 
used dress as a reflection of who 
I was inside. 
   That day after school, I went 
home and set aside the mask I 
had been wearing and let go of 
trying to change people’s minds. 
I’ve never been happier.
   I still didn’t know why people 
called me a slut, but I no longer 
care because I know that I am not 
what they made me out to be. 
   Slut is a word that should be 
taken out of our daily vocabu-
lary. There are many reasons 
people would say these awful 
things about one another, but in 
the end, all it does is hurt others. 
There is no such thing as a slut. 
There are, however, women who 
are not afraid to say whatever or 
dress however they want. In the 
end, it’s that woman’s life and no 
one else’s. 

No matter the callous insults 
of others, I am not a slut. I real-
ized, in this experience, that oth-
ers’ opinions don’t matter. I know, 
after all, that the people who truly 
care about and know me will al-
ways love me for who I am. u

BY KarenChow

A GIRL’S CLOTHES ISN’T WHO SHE IS
Slut F.O.B.

UNDERSTANDING THAT I’M MORE 
THAN MY RACIAL STEREOTYPE

  

 During the summer before 
freshman year, while telling a 
story about how I didn’t correctly 
pronounce the word envelope as 
“ONvelope,” my friend laughed 
and said, “You’re such a Fob.”
   “What?” I said, having no idea 
what it meant to be a “Fob.” 
Throughout the day, the word 
lingered in my mind. Later that 
night, I browsed Urban Diction-
ary, curious to see what I had 
been so casually called. On the 
website, I discovered that “Fob” 
was used to describe immigrants 
and stood for “fresh off the boat.” 
     I didn’t know how to feel about 
the the term at the time: Was it a 
compliment or an insult? On the 
site, however, I could sense that it 
was a sort of insult, another exag-
gerated Asian stereotype. I began 
to take offense. 
  The definition wasn’t false;  I 
am an immigrant. I was born in 
South Korea, lived in Vietnam 
for four years and later moved 
to the United States in the third 
grade. Still, all the associations 

that came with being described 
as a “Fob” embarrassed me.
  I felt ashamed that I was an 
Asian immigrant. After all, the 
stereotypes that come with being 
Asian are already so definite, and 
I didn’t want to also deal with 
them: having a thick, unintelli-
gible accent, flaunting my wealth 
profusely through everything de-
signer and being a bad driver. 

During my freshman year, 
right after I first heard the term, 
my self-esteem dropped and I 
began to look back on my previ-
ous homes in Vietnam and Korea 
with hate and disgust. 

The immense hatred and 
shame I felt for being a Fob 
ended last summer when I went 
to China with 100 other high 
school students for a internship 
program helping villagers in a  
rural deserted village. 
 Upon my return, one of my 
friends said, “Oh, you’re hang-
ing out with your Chinese ‘Fob’ 
friends again?” It was a state-
ment with a harmless intent but 
one that drove me over the top. 
They weren’t just some “Chinese 
Fob” people to me. They were so 
much more. When this realiza-
tion dawned on me, I began to 
apply it to myself, too.

I still struggle with racial ste-
reotypes to this day. I still try not 
be just another “Asian girl.” But 
now, instead of resisting, I have 
embraced them and am on my 
way to fully accepting them. u

BY SayaSivaram

BY LinaKim

    Quitter — the word that nobody ever 
wants to be called. No one wants to be “the 
weak one who couldn’t handle it.” When 
things are getting difficult, shouldn’t people 
be showing their true strength and perse-
vering? After all, we’re always taught that 
when you encounter challenges, you be-
come stronger when you overcome them. 
    Most of us are raised to believe that quit-
ting is never an option, and I’m sure that ev-
eryone has heard the cliché “a winner never 
quits and a quitter never wins.” 
    It’s important that this mentality be in-
stilled in children and adults alike, because 
it’s often the only way to success. 
  For example, last year I decided to take AP 
Calculus BC, which is by far the most chal-
lenging course that I had ever taken in high 
school. 
    On my first test, I received 68 percent, 
considered slightly below average by Cali-
fornia stan-
dards, but 
by Saratoga 
s t and ards , 
I had failed 
in every way 
possible. 
   My parents 
urged me to 
drop down 
from BC to 
the easier AB, 
but I refused, spending hours outside of class 
reviewing the material, reworking home-
work problems that I had gotten wrong and 
completing extra sets of problems.     
   In the end, I succeeded, raising my grade 
more than 15 percent and scoring a 5 on my 
AP exam in May.
    Likewise, when I was a junior, I also be-
came the head graphics editor for the Fal-
con, despite having almost no background 
in creating graphics whatsoever. No matter 
how frustrated I became with Adobe Illus-
trator, I forced myself to learn, taking advice 
from other graphic artists. 
   I felt a sweeping sense of relief and pride 
when I saw the first printed newspaper issue 
with the credit, “Graphic by Eric Sze,” under 
my work. My name? As a graphic artist? I 
could hardly believe it. I went on to do doz-

ens of more graphics and now people know 
me as something of a graphics artist.
   For me, quitting the other activities 
I had no passion for opened the whole 
new world of graphic design and art.  
    Ever since I was young, I knew that there 
was something a little different about me; I 
didn’t fit the common stereotype of what a 
“boy” should be. But because my 5-year-old 
mind believed that boys did not engage in 
activities like arts but rather, played video 
games and sports, I joined soccer and Tae-
kwondo. And I hated them. 
    I never really cared or got competitive 
over kicking a ball into a goal. It never re-
ally had much of an appeal to me. My dad 
was often agitated than me, yelling from the 
sides to “stop daydreaming” and to “try for 
once and score a goal.” 
  After quickly coming to the realization that 
I did not belong in the game of soccer, I tried 
my hand at Taekwondo, which I immediate-
ly had a bad impression of upon setting foot 

in the studio, as it 
reeked of feet. 
  Similarly, I could 
never really un-
derstand the 
point of breaking 
wood boards. 
Fu r t h e r m o r e , 
I kept getting 
yelled at for not 
addressing my 

elders and instruc-
tors, and I’d often had to do 30 pushups as 
a punishment. The longer I stayed, the un-
happier I became. 
   It wasn’t until after I had given up all these 
activities that I could try my hand at pho-
tography — hence leading me into all sorts 
of various art activities, like graphic design. 

Many people, especially parents, have a 
mindset that if their kid quits something 
like piano or math club, they will quit every 
time they reach an obstacle in life. But this is 
an extreme exaggeration. 

Quitting an activity as a result of unhappi-
ness and feeling burned out is often the best 
option. 

And once you find something that you’re 
truly passionate about, you won’t feel like 
quitting, regardless of how hard or stressful 
it gets. u

BY EricSze
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One of the greatest coaches in NFL his-

tory, Vince Lombardi, once said, “Quitters 
never win and winners never quit.” Most 
people have heard and understood this tru-
ism, but for students, it’s not always true.

This year, for instance, junior Varun 
Viswanath quit soccer to focus on his heavi-
er course load. 

Viswanath has been playing soccer since 
age 4, and once he entered high school, he 
wanted to complete the two-year physical 
education requirement by joining the JV 
soccer team.

As a junior, though, he felt he didn’t have 
the two extra hours in his schedule each day 
during the winter season to compete in the 
sport. 

Viswanath believes that too many stu-
dents stick with activities they find them-
selves hating in order to fulfill course re-
quirements or to look appealing to college 
admissions officers. 

“Obviously, it’s not good to do an activ-
ity just to complete credits, but if you think 
it’ll show dedication and you don’t entirely 
hate it, and you think it’s beneficial to you 
without affecting your performance in other 
activities, then go ahead and stick with it,” 
Viswanath said.

Sophomore Sasha Pickard, who currently 

plays soccer, cross country and track, also 
had to make adjustments in her school life 
to keep a less stressful schedule. 

After taking all the prognostic tests and 
receiving recommendations from her biolo-
gy teacher to take Chemistry Honors, Pick-

ard added the class to her schedule, choos-
ing to focus on Chemistry instead of taking 
Trigonometry/Pre-Calculus Honors.

“Everybody wants to take the highest 
courses, and the people that don’t are made 
to feel kind of dumb or not as good as the 
kids that do,” Pickard said. “Often, parents 
want you to take the honors courses, which 
is another reason I took it.”

Last semester, she managed to push 
through Chemistry Honors but chose to 
drop the course for the spring semester 
after realizing that she simply did not have 

enough time in her schedule to continue the 
time-consuming course.

“I wish that I dropped the class in the be-
ginning of the year,” Pickard said. “Part of 
it was pride, because I didn’t really want to 
drop, but another part was that I didn’t want 
to feel as though I’d quit trying after those 
first two weeks. Even after the [difficulty 
of the] first test, I wanted to stay with it the 
whole semester.”

Pickard recalls one specific night during 
the fall season. She came home at 8 p.m., ex-
hausted after powering through a 
cross country meet and a diffi-
cult soccer practice. 

After a wolfing down a quick 
dinner, Pickard opened her 
planner to find she had 
a Chemistry Honors 

test the next day and a Trigonometry/Pre-
Calculus test immediately following after. 
By the time she closed her binders and was 
satisfied by the amount of studying she had 
done for both tests, it was nearing the crack 
of dawn. 

Since many of Pickard’s friends were al-
ready taking college preparatory Chemistry, 
her parents and friends were supportive of 
Pickard’s decision to drop Chemistry Hon-
ors. 

Her parents also agreed with her decision 
to quit so that she could make more space 
for soccer, cross country, Rally Commission 
and her other extracurriculars.

“I don’t have a lot of time to study and that 
was really affecting my grade in the class, so 
I just felt like it would be easier if I just took 
the regular course because it has less home-
work,” Pickard said.

So far, Pickard doesn’t regret her deci-
sion, since she is able to make more time for 
her other priorities such as studying for her 
Trigonometry/Pre-Calculus class. 

Even so, Pickard sees a stigma against 
quitting difficult classes in the school’s cul-
ture.

“[Many students at our school] take 
courses that they’re not really ready for or 
that they shouldn’t really be in,” Pickard 
said. “They think that they need to take 
them in order to get into a good college or 
to make their parents happy.” u

   
You’ve done it again: overstretched 

yourself so that you’re doing too many 
activities in too little time. There’s just 
not enough time for everything, and you 
find yourself sacrificing sleep and sanity 
to maintain your participation in every-
thing. Dropping something isn’t an op-
tion. Quitting is like sudden death.

Quitting indicates weakness. It shows 
a lack of determination and a shortage 
of perseverance. The circumstances don’t 
matter — nobody really cares about the 
nuances of the situation when all they can 
see is that end result. You are a quitter, and 
will forever be characterized as a quitter. 

When it is fully written out, the thought 
process surrounding quitting seems to 
belong more in the script of a soap opera 
than in the minds of teenagers across the 
nation. Yet, somehow, a nationwide para-
noia against quitting pervades society.

Children and teenagers all over the 
world are ingrained with certain virtues 
as they grow up: Always finish what you 
start and never give up. These ideas are 
considered to be the cardinal rules of suc-
cess, but they seem to preclude many stu-
dents from truly being successful during 
their school careers.

Instead of preaching the follies of quit-
ting, it is necessary that we imbue our 
students with the knowledge, foresight 
and bravery to recognize when something 
stops being effective or useful and know-
ing when to stop.

SHS students seem to have an especial-
ly strong aversion to quitting. Decisions 
to drop classes or stop extracurriculars 
are often treated as though they are the 
greatest of misdemeanors rather than an 
individual choice that might just lead to 
the betterment of a person. 
  For example, many students start the 
school year in several honors and AP 
classes, often without knowledge of what 
those classes truly entail. After a couple 
weeks of being in the class, they can de-
cide to either stay or move on, effectively 
“quitting” the class.
  Immediately, others label that person 
as being “too stupid to handle that class” 
rather than a person who has weighed the 

benefits of that class with the rest of their 
priorities and goals and decided that it 
was the best decision to drop the class.
   The most crucial thing in ridding our-
selves of this stigma against quitting is to 
create a clear distinction between “quit-
ting” and “giving up.” 
  Unfortunately, the terms have come to 
be synonyms to many, both with a nega-
tive connotation and a strong allusion to 
powerlessness. However, the two mean 
completely different things.
    “Giving up” is ceasing a course of action 
due to the presence of too many obstacles. 
It is in reference to this that all of the afore-

mentioned cliches stem from, reminding 
people not to “give up on their dreams” or 
“let fear stop them from achieving their 
goals.”
   Quitting is something radically different. 
It is the decision to stop a course of action 
that is no longer beneficial, educational or 
enjoyable. 
  Many a time, quitting stems from a lack 
of passion, a lack of desire to continue in 
something, but quitting doesn’t always 
have to do with the difficulty of an activ-
ity. If that activity is draining a person’s 
energy and time, then quitting is actually 
the intelligent choice to make. 
     In fact, quitting is a natural part of life 
— a crucial part of life — that has been 
villainized and misinterpreted. It is im-
perative that we overcome this miscon-
ception of quitting so that we as a society 
can continue to advance. 
   When we quit a job, extracurricular ac-
tivity or career path, we are not giving up, 
but starting anew. u

BY AlexandraLi
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Dropping activities, classes allow students to focus on  interests
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Decisions to drop classes 
or stop extracurriculars are 
often treated as though they 

are the greatest of 
misdemeanors than an 

individual choice.

“I wish that I 
dropped the class 
in the beginning of 
the year. Part of it 
was pride.”

Sasha PickardSOPHOMORE

G
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Senior Saba Hakimzadeh-
Abianeh woke up in the morning 
and she started off her day with 
freshly squeezed orange juice and 
cereal with coconut milk. After 
preparing a salad or a peanut but-
ter and jelly sandwich for lunch, 
she walked out the door like any 
other student.

Abianeh became vegan in 
January of 2015 when she kept 
hearing about how “the world 
was becoming more and more 
sensitive to each individual’s de-
cisions.” She decided to research 
more about the negative impacts 
of all foods produced by animals 
and watched documentaries like 
“Food Inc.,” which explores cor-
porate farming. 

The documentary’s evidence 
and conclusion that the industrial 
production of meat, vegetables 
and grains is environmentally and 
economically unstable motivated 
her to make a change in her eat-
ing habits. After becoming veg-
etarian for a week, she still didn’t 
feel satisfied with how she was 
contributing to what she didn’t 
stand for by consuming animal 
products. So, she made the ulti-
mate decision to become a vegan.

Likewise, senior Alyssa Boldt 
made alterations to her eating 
habits after watching “Food Inc.” 
Boldt has been a vegetarian for 
seven years but chose to become 
a vegan last October. Being vegan 
has occasionally presented her 
with difficulties since she found 
that, when friends make plans to 
get food, many of the suggested 
restaurants specialize in foods 
that are not vegan-friendly, such 
as ice cream or pizza. 

“Finding substitutes for food 
items isn’t hard — it’s more of a 
social problem,” Boldt said.

Even so, Boldt and Abianeh 
have realized that being vegan 
hasn’t stopped them from spend-
ing time with friends, especially 
because many restaurants now 
offer vegan options. 

Abianeh, who believes herself 
to be fairly adaptable, has chosen 
to look at the situation in a posi-
tive light. She “wasn’t super at-
tached” to any specific food that 
she can’t eat anymore as a vegan, 
allowing her to make the transi-
tion easier.

For Boldt, she resists the temp-

tations of non-vegan foods by 
thinking about what animals had 
to go through. Her transition has 
been made easier since both her 
parents are vegan as well and so 
she has no problem eating meals 
at home. 

However, every once in awhile 
it becomes too much to hold 
back, especially when she is with 
friends and is faced with sweets 
like chocolate-chip cookies, 
which can have eggs and butter.

“Sometimes I’ll cheat, but then 
I’ll feel bad afterwards,” Boldt 
said. “I’ll eat something with milk 
in it and it’ll taste really good but 
later I’ll feel awful because I’m 
not used to eating it and then I’ll 
think about the animals.”

However, the food restrictions 
for a vegan can affect the families 
who have to cook around one 

member’s diet, as making a dish 
without animals products can be 
quite challenging. 

Abianeh said that although her 
parents aren’t vegan, they usu-
ally make something that she can 
also eat for each meal, like soup 
and salad, or rice and some veg-
etables. 

Despite the occasional chal-
lenges, both Abianeh and Boldt 
have found the change to vegan-
ism to be rewarding and enjoy-
able, both mentally and physi-
cally.

“It’s taught me how to have 
compassion and respect for all 
living things and this in itself has 
made me in touch with nature in 
a lot of ways that I couldn’t see be-
fore,” Abianeh said.

When Boldt switched from be-
ing vegetarian to being vegan, she 
actually noticed a health differ-
ence: better skin. She also feels as 
though she has more energy and 
feels less weighed down. 

As for those interested in be-
coming vegan, Abanieh encour-
ages them to make the choice to 
leave all animal products behind.

“It may seem really hard and 
like a big commitment, and it is 
at first, but there is something re-
ally rewarding about it,” Abanieh 
said. “With the right mindset and 
patience, the transition will be so 
easy.” u

BY KarenChow

Yes: Health benefits result 
from better diet and lifestyle

Day after day, I felt 
more tired, and 

unlike the results I 
had hoped for, I had 

less energy.

BY CassandraKing
& AlexandraLi

  After losing three relatives in In-
dia to diabetes in the past three 
years, junior Avni Madhani decid-
ed she wanted to learn more about 
the disease.
   Several articles and Google 
searches later, she found that the 
disease normally occurs when the 
body cannot make sufficient insu-
lin to provide for a person’s diet.    
   With just a healthy diet and exer-
cise, Type 2 Diabetes can easily be 
prevented or it can be treated with 
medication. Yet, according to the 
International Diabetes Founda-
tion, India currently has over 65 
million cases of Type 2 Diabetes 
and ranks second worldwide in 
adults and children afflicted with 
diabetes. 
   When Madhani found that many 
Indians are completely ignoring 
the nutritional facts or ingredient 
lists for certain Indian dishes, she 
realized that this lack of aware-

ness had been preventing them 
from focusing on healthy eating. 
Madhani learned that there were 
many obstacles that Indian com-
munities faced when trying to 
access nutritional and dietary in-
formation.
   “One of the big barriers was lan-
guage, as many of these people are 
not well versed in English and few 
websites explain such informa-
tion in Hindi,” Madhani said.
   In 2015, Madhani began to cre-
ate The Healthy Beat, a  website 
developed in English and Hindi. 
The site has a large database that 
contains all the necessary infor-
mation regarding food and exer-
cise to prevent diseases like Type 
2 Diabetes.
    Madhani gathered most of her 
information by going to local In-
dian supermarkets and recording 
calories from the boxes in the pre-
pared and frozen section, as well 
as using other methods to get in-
formation.
    “I also used online food menus 

from various restaurants in India 
along with my common knowl-
edge about popular dishes in the 
Indian cuisine to create the initial 
list of the items to record the nutri-
tional values,” Madhani said.
   To gather even more informa-
tion, Madhani read books such as 
Ellie Whitney and Sharon Rolfes’ 
“Understanding Nutrition.” She 

also looked through various charts 
from the U.S. and Canadian De-
partments of Health. 
  The Healthy Beat, containing 
useful tools to make the process of 
exercising and eating healthy easy 
and accessible, teaches users about 
food groups and suggested daily 
servings in just a few clicks.
  The site’s creative “virtual food 

platter” allows users to calculate 
the nutrition value of the meal, 
helping them ensure that they are 
properly following a healthy eat-
ing plan.
   So far, Madhani has received a 
positive reaction from the site’s 
users. After launching the site on 
Jan. 11, more than 20,000 people 
have visited it. Madhani plans 
to further expand on the site 
through social media, press cov-
erage and outreach. 
  Madhani hopes that if enough 
people increase their level of 
understanding of nutrition and 
improve their eating habits, wide-
spread cases of diabetes in India 
will be a thing of the past. 
 “I have received hundreds of 
emails through the website which 
really highlight some challenges 
people face,” Madhani said. “They 
are generally unaware about nu-
trition knowledge, and their mes-
sages reflect their desperation to 
find ways to cure and control the 
health problems they face.” u
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During my freshman year, I 

watched as my friends took bites 
of their juicy meat-filled sand-
wiches while I crunched on bland 
carrots. My stomach yearned for 
just one bite of meat, but I knew 
I had to resist. I had chosen to be 
a vegan.

Being strict vegan meant that 
I could not eat or use any type of 
animal product, including eggs 
and leather jackets. Because of 
my previous lifestyle — one that 
involved eating steaks every other 
week — becoming vegan was def-
initely going to be tough.

It all began when I read online 
about all the health benefits that 
come with being vegan, such as 
a reduced risk of developing car-
diovascular disease. 

I was also curious as to what 
effects being vegan would have on 
my daily life.

So I asked sophomore Gabri-
ella Bilic, who has been vegan for 
five years, about her experience. 
She said that being a vegan made 
her healthier, more energetic and 
allowed her to lose a significant 
amount of weight.

After hearing all these positive 
results, I wanted to get rid of my 
junk food and milk tea to expe-
rience first-hand what veganism 
could really do for my energy-
levels and daily life. 

One year ago, I switched from 
one lifestyle to a completely oppo-
site one in hopes that I would gain 

the kind of energy and positivity I 
had lacked in my life.  

On the first day of my vegan 
venture, I packed myself carrots 
sticks, oranges, celery and al-
monds. I thought this rather large 
serving of vegan foods would last 
me the whole school day, and it 
did. However, even though my 
stomach felt full, I was still left 
unsatisfied. 

Day after day, I felt more tired, 
and unlike the results I had hoped 
for, I had less energy than ever 
before. 

On the fourth day, despite eat-
ing five tangerines just an hour 
earlier, I was so hungry that with-
out thinking, I wolfed down half a 
pack of lunch meat. 

As I sat there savoring the taste 
of meat, going vegan completely 
slipped my mind. 

Only after I had finished half 
the pack did I realize I had broken 
from my vegan diet. 

I felt ashamed that I could not 
even go an entire week without 
eating meat. I had never noticed 
how many animal products sur-
rounded me. 

Even after this first mishap, I 
continued pursuing a vegan diet. 
Giving into my cravings only 
made me come back stronger and 
more aware of my cravings. But 
still, after a couple weeks, I real-
ized that being vegan was making 
me unhappy. 

I ended my vegan diet because 
of this, and I had never been so 
glad to eat meat again. But I am 
also happy to be able to say that I 
have experienced what it’s like to 
be vegan. 

I used to hate vegetables, but 
now I have a newfound apprecia-
tion. I was able to be more creative 
with the foods I ate and even after 
I stopped my diet, I ate healthier. 
I may not be a vegan, but at least 
I’m far healthier. u

Junior creates nutrition website to help prevent Type 2 Diabetes

FALCON // VIVIEN ZHANG
Junior Avni Madhani poses with “The Healthy Beat’s” home page screen.
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No: Sacrifices 
prove too severe
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“Finding 
substitutes 
for food isn’t 
hard — it’s 
a social 
problem.”

Alyssa BoldtSENIOR
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 The year 2016 had a reality that resem-
bled movies a bit too much. A crackpot was 
elected president, clowns began to haunt 
towns and the Chicago Cubs actually won 
the World Series for the first time in more 
than a century. It all seemed a little surreal. 
That being said, Hollywood managed to 
churn out a fair number of blockbuster hits 
and flops, and here’s our rundown.
 The best: “La La Land”: The whimsical 
tale of Sebastian and Mia, who are trying 
to navigate their way through the tumul-
tuous field of performing arts, is perfectly 
romantic and witty. It portrays a bittersweet 
tale that is original and depicts the reality of 
ambition versus love. “La La Land” manages 
to be artistic without being pretentious and 
harbors honest passion, despair and elation. 
Adding to the overall beauty of the movie, 
the soundtrack is a work of genius, combin-
ing classical Broadway styles with modern 
motifs. The score is as emotional as the 
movie, adding to the success of this modern 

cinematic musical.
 The worst: “Suicide Squad”: For all of 
the hype that preceded this movie, the ac-
tual film was extremely underwhelming. 
The star-studded cast of Will Smith, Margot 
Robbie and Cara Delevingne, among others, 
could not counteract the one-dimensional 
storyline and stiff acting. Unfortunately for 
them, no amount of special effects could 
make the overall picture any better, except 
for the soundtrack featuring Skylar Grey 
and Twenty One Pilots that slightly elevated 
our perception of the movie. 
 The best: “Zootopia”: It’s not often that 
a children’s movie resonates so profoundly 
with a large population of adults, but the 
movie’s universal themes managed to do 
just that. Under the guise of an uplifting 
tale of a bunny aspiring to become a police 
officer, “Zootopia” explores the topics of 
discrimination and legislative action based 
on uncontrollable factors such as race and 
background. “Zootopia” marked the transi-
tion of animated movies from meaningless 
plotlines to strong, applicable messages.
 The worst: “Collateral Beauty”: It’s al-

most impossible to characterize just how 
terrible this movie turned out to be. Explor-
ing the story of a man who writes letters to 
Love, Time and Death after he is struck by 
tragedy, the movie is like a pretentious and 
uninformative version of an AP Lang class. 
As Time Magazine’s Stephanie Zacharek 
said, “Every so often there comes a movie 
so tasteless, so nakedly pandering, so boda-
ciously ill conceived that you’ve got to see it 
to believe it.” Let’s just say that “Collateral 
Beauty” fits this description perfectly, and 
even after seeing it, we still can’t fathom how 
it could even be shown in theaters.
 The best: “Moonlight”: This movie is 
an honest, heart-wrenching depiction of 
the truth behind the “War on Drugs” era. 
It does not hold back or sugarcoat the ex-
periences of African-Americans during this 
time, rather creating a realistic storyline that 
continues to be relevant even today.
 The average: “Ghostbusters”: Let us 
preface this by saying that we loved the orig-
inal film, so the mediocrity of the remake hit 
us straight through the heart. Thirty years 
after the original “Ghostbusters” was re-

leased, this new squad of fiery, independent 
and hilarious women took on a new wave of 
paranormal activity. However, the comedy 
seemed forced and ungenuine, the irrev-
erence not quite as natural as it was in the 
original movie. So, “who are you gonna call” 
for an only-OK movie? “Ghostbusters!” u 

 Television host and comedian Jimmy 
Kimmel, who is well known for his sen-
sationally dry humor in late night talk 
show “Jimmy Kimmel Live!”, is set to 
host the 89th Academy Awards on Feb. 
26.
 Frequent watchers of Kimmel’s show 
appreciate his surreal sense of humor as 
he pokes fun at his viewers’ children and 

his team of employees. For example, in 
the popular segment “I Told My Kids I 
Ate All Their Halloween Candy,” Kimmel 
compiles fans’ videos of their children’s 
reactions when the parents claim to have 
eaten all their hard-earned candy.
 Other common hilarious gags come 
from segments featuring his cousin Sal, 
who is deeply invested in pulling off 
practical jokes, and parking lot security 
guard Guillermo, who is often used as a 
target for comic relief. 
 These characters have helped the 
show exude a “friends and family” feel 
that many viewers find both heartwarm-
ingly familiar and amusing.
 As a longtime fan of “Jimmy Kim-
mel Live,” I’ve come to respect his sense 
of humor because of its uniqueness and 
lighthearted tone. As a popular talk show 

host, Kimmel is well versed in the world 
of television and isn’t afraid of the spot-
light. 
 His experience in the Hollywood in-
dustry makes him an ideal candidate as a 
host to many awards ceremonies.
 Kimmel previously hosted the Prime-
time Emmy Awards in 2012 and 2016, 
garnering positive reviews from critics 
for both shows. 
 Hollywood entertainment news 
source Deadline went as far as to say 
that “Kimmel should be considered as 
a semi-permanent host the way Ricky 
Gervais is and Tina Fey and Amy 
Poehler were for the Globe Globes.”
 At the Emmy Awards, Kimmel kept 
the audience engaged and laughing the 
entire time by incorporating short skits 
and songs. And though Kimmel has 
never hosted an Oscars before, expecta-
tions for this funnyman are set high.
 “Jimmy Kimmel shines as a host be-
cause of his experience and sense of hu-
mor,” senior Joshua Deng said. “I clearly 
remember when he had his mom make 
sandwiches for everyone in the audience 
during the Emmys last year.”
 Traditionally, after each Oscars, Kim-
mel’s ABC show has a bit about the Os-
cars, in which he pokes fun at the nomi-
nations and nominees. He often invites 
celebrities like Ellen DeGeneres into the 
bits, lightening the mood after a typically 
serious awards ceremony. 
 In the past couple of months, Kimmel 
has been preparing rigorously for the 
event. Even so, Kimmel has deadpanned 
that “this would be the lowest-rated Os-
cars ever,” humorously telling fans to set 
their expectations lower. 
 Personally, as a huge fan of his talk 
show, I’m looking forward to a great Os-
cars that even non-film aficionados will 
be able to appreciate. u 

 On another typical, sweltering sum-
mer day in Los Angeles, hundreds of vin-
tage cabs and Toyota Prius cars are stuck in 
a traffic jam. As the camera pans over the 
miles of traffic, the honks and yells become 
overpowered by a series of mellow, bouncy 
piano beats and a girl’s humming — the 
opening number is underway. 
 Within seconds, drivers leap out of their 
cars and break into a dance, creating sweep-
ing movements in the highway as they sing 
the opening song, “Another Day of Sun.” 
 Welcome to “La La Land,” an old-fash-
ioned nickname for this city of stars and 
implausible dreams. The 2016 romantic mu-
sical film of the same name recently made 
cinematic history as the most awarded 
motion picture at the 74th Golden Globes 
Awards, winning seven Globes, including 
best actor, best actress, and best motion pic-
ture in the musical or comedy category. 
 “La La Land” revolves around two as-
piring performers — actress Mia (played 
by Emma Stone) and jazz pianist Sebastian 
(played by Ryan Gosling) — and their sepa-
rate struggles to escape the pool of wading 
dreamers and make it big in Hollywood. The 
two characters fall in love, and the movie 
depicts the familiar clash between ambition 
and relationships. 
 Quite frankly, while I am a musical fa-
natic, the storyline fell short of my expec-
tations. Even though the numbers are bril-
liant, the boy-meets-girl plotline is nothing 
special. We’ve already seen fictional and 
real-life relationships that fell through as a 
result of the very struggle illustrated in “La 
La Land”; take out the musical numbers and 
John Legend’s guitar playing, and you’ll have 
nothing but a sugar plum-infused backdrop 
and Ryan Gosling in a dapper suit.
 Nevertheless, the film’s cinematography 
is breathtaking. The single-take musical 
shots capture the beauty of Hollywood land-
marks like Griffith Observatory as well as 

the complexity of the dance numbers, such 
as Mia and Sebastian’s tap dance duet to “A 
Lovely Night.”  
 Since its release last December, the film 
has garnered much critical acclaim. Ac-
cording to a review in The New York Times, 
“La La Land” makes musicals matter again, 
which was director Damien Chazelle’s main 
goal during his six years of production. 
 Chazelle saw that the musical genre that 
led Hollywood’s Golden Age, which includ-
ed “Singin’ in the Rain” and “West Side Sto-
ry,” was quickly disappearing. Nowadays in 
the film industry, most movie musicals are 
Broadway adaptations or Disney animated 
pictures. Musicals have become films only 
for kids, and Chazelle wanted to change this 
perception through “La La Land” by paying 
homage to these bygone classic musicals. 
 Throughout the film, I discovered mo-
ments inspired by musicals like “An Ameri-
can in Paris” and “Shall We Dance.” For 
example, Mia and her friends don vibrant, 
primary-hued dresses and sashay through 
the streets in the number “Someone in the 
Crowd,” which was taken from the all-fe-
male number in the 1969 film adaptation of 
“Sweet Charity.” This, as well as several oth-
er Easter eggs hidden throughout the film, 
brought me into a state of nostalgia. 
 While the screenplay may not be ex-
ceptional, the overall execution of the film 
made “La La Land” worthy of its seven 
Golden Globes. With its 14 Academy Award 
nominations, tying the all-time record set 
by “Titanic” and “All About Eve,” “La La 
Land” is the one to beat.
 From Justin Hurwitz’s “Casablanca”-
esque piano score to Ryan and Emma’s on-
screen chemistry, the creators behind “La La 
Land” knew how to pull at people’s heart-
strings. But most importantly, the film cap-
tured the classic essence of Hollywood that 
was long forgotten and buried deep under 
Marvel superhero movies, and I hope that 
the success of “La La Land” will mark the 
start of another golden age of musicals. u

BY EileenToh

‘La La Land’ impresses as 
it pays homage to classics

Students predict Kimmel 
will succeed as Oscars host
BY RolandShen

“ Kimmel shines 
as a host because 
of his experience 
and sense of 
humor. ”

Joshua DengSENIOR
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 Explosions, helicopters, and a love story: 
At a first glance, the 2006 thriller “Blood Di-
amond” seems like a movie that has some-
thing for everyone and offers little else. Is 
also offers something else: an education on 
a persistent problem in a far-off place. 
 “Blood Diamond” revolves around two 
key characters. One is Solomon Vandy, a na-
tive Sierra Leonean fisherman whose village 
is invaded by rebel forces fighting the coun-
try’s government. These rebel forces enslave 
the villagers to mine for diamonds and kid-
nap children to train them as soldiers. The 
other is a white South African mercenary 
Danny Archer, portrayed by Leonardo Di-
Caprio, who sells guns to the rebels in ex-
change for diamonds, which he then sells to 
big European diamond corporations.
 This movie reveals how the diamonds 
that end up in jewelry stores today may be 
the products of bloodshed, where corrupt 
European and South African diamond mag-

nates ignore that some of their diamonds 
were mined by enslaved villagers.
 Additionally, by juxtaposing a white 
Rhodesian, who was able to use his connec-
tions with powerful people on the continent, 
with a native black Sierra Leonean villager, 
the film sheds light on racial inequality that 
has persisted in countries like South Africa 
long after apartheid and European imperial-
ism supposedly disappeared.
 While “Blood Diamond” spreads aware-
ness about an issue that was largely un-
known at the time of the film’s release, other 
movies go into further detail about social 
problems that have persisted for years. 
 In 2013, “Dallas Buyers Club” created a 
Hollywood blockbuster out of the true story 
of Ron Woodroof, a man who lived in Texas 
in the ‘80s. When Woodroof is diagnosed as 
HIV-positive, he is shunned by friends and 
family, fired from his job as a rodeo cowboy 
and thrown out of his home.
 Woodruff is treated with experimental 
drugs that, though approved by the Food 
and Drug Administration (FDA) at the 

time, are ineffective. In Mexico, a man gives 
him drugs that improve his condition; how-
ever, while the drug is not FDA-approved, 
it is still legal. Woodruff takes these drugs 
across the border to sell them in Dallas.
 Though the movie’s plot is compelling, 
the film’s premise is based on the AIDS epi-
demic in the 1980s. The movie also makes 
moviegoers aware of a phenomena known 
as HIV discrimination, which was at its 
height when the disease was newly discov-
ered. HIV discrimination still occurs, de-
spite the scientific advancements that have 
allowed us to understand the virus.
 Another notable example of a film that 
brought a social issue to the public eye was 
the 1993 cult classic “Free Willy,” which tells 
the story of a captive orca named Willy be-
friending a foster boy named Jesse, who de-
cides to work toward freeing him.
 The captivity of marine mammals like 
orcas and dolphins in captivity for human 
entertainment is well known today, but in 
1993, people were not nearly as aware.
 The film starts with a heart-wrenching 

scene of a wild orca being captured from his 
pod and transported to a small tank in an 
Oregon theme park where, years later, the 
depressed orca befriends Jesse. This scene 
is powerful because nearly all captive or-
cas were born in the wild, meaning that the 
beasts that performed for tourists at Sea-
World once swam freely in the ocean.
 The film, which grossed $153.6 million 
on a $20 million budget, sent such a power-
ful message that, Keiko, the orca whale that 
portrayed Willy in the movie was, at the de-
mand of fans of the film, later returned to 
the wild himself in 1995.
 Movies like these educate viewers about 
topics that may have otherwise remained 
obscure and prompt these movie-goers to 
take action themselves, whether it be shop-
ping consciously for diamonds, boycotting 
orca shows, or even just treating HIV-posi-
tive individuals with decency. 
 Because they also have more entertain-
ment value than documentaries, these films 
manage to both achieve commercial success 
and spread awareness about social issues. u

 

 
 Last fall, popular cosmetics brand 
CoverGirl made headlines after the 
company introduced its newest and first 
male spokesmodel James Charles, a 17-year-
old male makeup artist who creates looks on 
himself for social media.
 In past years, CoverGirl has typically 
nominated female celebrities and models 
to represent their brand through model 
shots, product promotions, and celebrity 
endorsements. 
 Notable CoverGirls include Ellen 
Degeneres and Katy Perry, but Charles is 
the first male spokesperson whose main 
platform is his Instagram account. 
 Charles now has over 1.3 million 
followers on Instagram, attracting fame for 
his creative makeup looks. 
 With the recent rise in appreciation for 
full-coverage, glamorous makeup, male 
makeup artists and beauty gurus have 
become popular on social media platforms. 
 These artists appear on YouTube’s 
trending page and Instagram’s explore 
feature daily. 
 Although many of these artists have 
fervent supporters on social media, 
CoverGirl’s endorsement of Charles was 
initially controversial. 
 After all, many people still find it strange 
for men to wear makeup, showing that 
traditional gender constructs are difficult to 
overcome in today’s society.

 The notion that makeup is only for 
women is deeply ingrained in society, and 
applying a bit of foundation or eyeliner can 
hardly count as an “art form.” 
 However, these male beauty gurus 
dedicate hours of their time, meticulously 
picking out looks or creating avant-garde 
expressions that take considerable work and 

skill in makeup design. 
 Although many looks may have so-called 
“feminine traits,” many male makeup artists 
say that they aren’t transgender and that 
makeup can be normalized as a masculine 
practice too. 
 In an interview with beauty and fashion 
magazine Marie Claire, Charles said, “My 
parents started questioning me about 
whether or not I was transgender … It 
took a lot of thorough conversations to 
explain that it’s an art form for me. I’m still 
confident as a boy and I will always be a boy. 
I can be confident with bare skin and with a 
full face.”
 Following in the footsteps of CoverGirl, 

cosmetics brand Maybelline also introduced 
a new male spokesman. 
 Manny Gutierrez, an openly gay 
YouTuber, was named Maybelline’s first 
male model in late 2016 as well. 
 Like Charles, Gutierrez has now found 
fame on Instagram with over 3 million 
followers. 
 People like Charles and Gutierrez 
have shed light on these new concepts, 
catching the eyes of some of the biggest 
makeup companies as well as celebrities 
like actress Zendaya and singer Katy 
Perry, who expressed support for Charles 
via Twitter and Instagram. 
 Junior Ania Kranz, herself a makeup 
artist, offered her support for Charlesand 
his endeavours, when she said that, 
“Bringing these talented male makeup 
artists to the front line breaks down all 
the walls that were set previously. 
The face is a canvas and the 
fact that these companies are 
bringing males into this industry 
is revolutionary because it tells 
men that makeup is an art form.”
 The rise in male beauty gurus 
has broken down barriers in 
societal gender constructs, as 
people learn to understand 
and appreciate makeup as an 
art that people of all genders 
can enjoy.
 “If you’re a guy or girl, black, 
white, winged liner looks good 
on everybody,” Kranz said. u

 Honestly, I was a little nervous when I 
heard Netflix was producing a TV show 
based on the popular children’s books, “A 
Series of Unfortunate Events.” To say that I 
love this series of 13 novels is a huge under-
statement — it was the first fictional series I 
ever read and a staple of my childhood. 
 So at midnight on Jan. 13, I hovered my 
finger above the Netflix icon for the show 
and hoped that it would do justice to au-
thor David Handler’s (pseudonym Lemony 
Snicket) fantastic and terrifying tale of the 
Baudelaire children. 
 “A Series of Unfortunate Events,” a ste-
ampunk and gothic fictional series, follows 
the adventure of the three Baudelaire or-
phans whose parents died in a fire. They are 
the victims of the scheming, terrible stage 
actor Count Olaf, who is after the enormous 
fortune that the Baudelaire children have 
inherited. 
Over the course of 13 books, the Baudelaire 

children face every possible misfortune af-
ter their parents’ death and can rely only on 
the hope that they will one day escape the 
clutches of Count Olaf. 
 Everything from the narration to the set 
design exceeded my expectations for this 
Netflix original. Patrick Warburton, who 
plays the narrator Snicket, cap-
tures the morose and intel-
lectual tone of the book’s 
narration, often telling 
the audience to stop 
watching and pro-
viding vocabulary 
definitions when 
he enters. On top of 
this, the steampunk set 
designs perfectly match the de-
scriptions in the novels with its anach-
ronistic technological inventions and the 
vintage outfits of the characters, adding  a 
bit of the absurdity that accompanies the se-
ries. 
 Unlike the disappointing 2004 film ad-

aptation of the series, which merged the 
first three books in 1.5 hours, the TV series 
is much more comprehensive. With each 
45-minute episode covering only half of one 
book, there is time for the screenwriters to 
include almost every detail — and they did. 

 The only disappoint-
ing aspect of “A Series of 

Unfortunate Events” is 
the too brief cover-

age of the back-
ground plot-

line about the 
secret society, 

V.F.D. To me, 
this background 

plot either should 
have been included in 

full-depth or not included 
at all because it disrupted the flow of the 
main plotline, the Baudelaire children. 
 What amazed me most about the se-
ries, though, was the top-notch acting. In 
the books, the Baudelaire children, despite 

the horrific events thrown at them, turn to 
hope and intelligence to face the adults cor-
rupted by society. The actors Malina Weiss-
man, who plays the eldest sibling Violet, and 
Louis Hynes, who plays the middle sibling 
Klaus, encapsulate this mellowness and in-
telligence depicted in the novels. 
 Nonetheless, my eyes turned to the jaw-
dropping acting of Neil Patrick Harris, who 
plays Olaf. His ability to completely change 
personas every two episodes, including ac-
cents and facial expressions, is simply stun-
ning and fulfills what my imagination al-
ways thought Olaf would be like in real life. 
 Even for diehard fans who have read the 
books over and over again, the show still 
seizes their attention through its blend of 
pessimism and dark humor and becomes 
addictive. Although I am a second-semester 
senior, I established a committed relation-
ship with Netflix and finished the series in 
three days, I suggest everyone take some 
time off to watch Netflix’s “A Series of Un-
fortunate Events.” u

Movies increase awareness of obscure issues

Netflix original successfully depicts Snicket’s series

Male beauty gurus break down gender sterotypes
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traits,” many male makeup 
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In Hollywood, freedom of 
opinion goes both ways

 Academy Award-winning actress Meryl 
Streep slowly stepped up to the stage dur-
ing the Golden Globe Awards ceremony on 
Jan. 8, her voice cracking as she thanked ev-
eryone for their warm welcome. She looked 
out at the audience of famous Hollywood 
stars began a speech that lamented the state 

of the United States as president-elect Don-
ald J. Trump prepared for Inauguration 
Day on Jan 20. 
 Streep immediately received flak for her 
attack on Trump. Among other things, she 
had criticized Trump for his derogatory 
imitation of a disabled news reporter. 
 On Twitter, Trump called her an “over-
rated” actress who was attacking someone 
she didn’t know well enough. Fellow Hol-
lywood actors, however, stood by Streep’s 
speech, defending her right to express her 
opinion. This is nothing new. Hollywood 
has a history of expressing its political 
views. For instance, Vanessa Redgrave ex-
pressed her fears about fascism and Zion-
ists in 1978, Marlon Brando boycotted his 

Best Actor Academy Award in 1973 to 
show solidarity with Native Americans and 
Clint Eastwood used his iconic status to try 
and sway the people to support Mitt Rom-
ney in 2012. 
 Others aren’t so sure political advocacy 
is a smart move for the industry. Ben Stein 
has complained that Hollywood’s left-lean-
ing values alienate it from conservatives in 
the country. 
 “Think of the most thuggish bullies 
from ‘West Side Story’ and you’ve got [Hol-
lywood],” Stein said on Fox News. “They 
are a united, blacklisting front that will go 
against anyone that they think is politically 
undesirable.”
 Likewise, Oscar-winning actress Nicole 
Kidman said of Trump in an interview 
with BBC News in mid-January: “He’s now 
elected, and we as a country need to sup-
port whoever is the president because that 
is what the country is based on.”
 Nevertheless, Hollywood actors, like all 
other Americans, do have a right to voice 
their own opinions, and they should not be 
shunned or browbeaten by politicians for 
expressing their ideas. Political commen-
tary is as American as apple pie or base-
ball; it is only truly harmful when ignorant 
but powerful individuals perpetuate false 
information. But that does not mean that 
Americans should automatically accept 
Hollywood actors’ opinions as gospel. We 
should not blindly embrace the opinions 
of Hollywood stars solely because we like 
their work. 
 Instead, we have to do our own research 
and make our own judgments. u

Facebook’s censoring of 
meme pages is dangerous 
 2016 was the year of the memes, but it 
seems that they are not fading just yet. A 
daily scroll through my Facebook newsfeed 
still presents memes of the latest trends, 
whether they are of evil Kermit the Frog or 
of unfortunate individuals who have had 
their bad photographs turned into memes. 
 A meme is defined as a virally transmit-
ted cultural symbol or idea, and these cap-
tioned photographs and videos often make 
fun of behavior or seek to be relatable. 
 The comments of these memes 
are filled with users tagging each 
other, bonding over their distaste 
of math or affinity for alcohol. 
 But it seems like these memes 
that have become the treasured 
staple of Facebook are now in 
danger. In the past year, Face-
book has cracked down on many 
meme pages, arbitrarily deleting more and 
more groups. The meme pages make up 
Weird Facebook, a subculture of meme 
pages and personalities. 
 Users say the deletions are done without 
warning and for unspecified violations.
 These pages also claim that Facebook 
has waged a war on memes, but the more 
important issue at hand is censorship. 
 In retaliation to this censorship, popular 
meme pages have turned Facebook CEO 
Mark Zuckerberg’s last name into the verb 
“zucced,” which means to have one’s page 
deleted. Meme pages with thousands of fol-
lowers that have been unpublished include 
“Cabbage Cat” and “Gangster Popeye.” 

 It is unclear whether the removal of 
these meme pages is a result of human re-
view or Facebook’s algorithm, but the easy, 
spontaneous removal of pages that took a 
significant time to build has fired up users.  
 In any case, though Facebook can shut 
down these pages, if leaders want to retain 
the platform’s reputation as a forum for free 
speech, it would be wise for them to review 
these pages thoroughly before removing 
without warning the owners of the pages. 
  The meme pages claim the injus-
tice lies in verified pages being held to a dif-

ferent, looser set of standards, and 
this disparity can be found across 
all social media sites, especially 
Twitter and Instagram. Pages and 
accounts, such as those of social 
media personality Tila Tequila 
and those against comedian Leslie 

Jones, blatantly spout racist 
and Neo-Nazi tweets, yet 

are left up and only removed after outcry. 
Freedom of speech seems to come easier 
for verified pages and leaves users doubtful 
of these sites’ already vague content poli-
cies. 
 You do not have to be the biggest fan of 
memes, even those that declare the won-
derful bromance between Joe Biden and 
Barack Obama or display the cutest Corgis, 
to see that these meme pages have a point. 
 If Facebook can remove these pages 
without warning, never has to be held ac-
countable for their deletions and gives 
privileges to verified pages, there is indeed 
a war that needs to be started — one against 
corporate censorship. u  

BY CaitlinJu

Hollywood celebrities voice obscure characters

 While Steve Urkel’s iconic line “Did I 
do that?” In the hit ABC sitcom “Family 
Matters” draws an instant recognition of 
Jaleel White’s unique voice, most people 
do not know that White’s voice also gave 
life to iconic video game character Sonic 
the Hedgehog in the “Sonic” franchise’s 
animated game, series and fan film.
 In fact, an increasing number of 
celebrities are starting to jump onto the 
voice-acting money train, portraying movie 
and TV show characters from several large 
franchises. From videogames to animated 
films, famous celebrities have appeared 
in many of some of the most well-known 
works of animated art.
 Take, for example, stage actor and two-
time Tony Award winning actor Matthew 
Broderick, who is best known for playing 
titular character Ferris Bueller in the 1986 
teen film “Ferris Bueller’s Day Off.” 
 What a lot of people don’t know, however, 
is that he also voiced Adam Flayman, 
one of the main characters in the 2007  
DreamWorks Animation film “Bee Movie.” 

In fact, “Bee Movie” has a surprisingly 
wide variety of voice actors, ranging from 
comedian Chris Rock to Patrick Warburton 
from “Seinfeld.” 
 Moreover, many other animated film 
characters also have famous live-action 
actors behind the scenes voicing them. 
 For example, most movie fanatics 
remember the late Carrie Fisher’s role as 
Princess Leia from the “Star Wars” franchise. 
But, surprising to even her most devoted 
fans, her last television 
appearance was as Peter 
Griffin’s boss Angela on 
Seth MacFarlane’s “Family 
Guy.” 
 The celebrity voice-acting trend is 
not limited to just minor actors early in 
their careers. A-list celebrities like Bruce 
Willis, Robert DeNiro and Angelina Jolie 
have all worked as voice actors in the past 
decade. 
 Disney Pixar Animation Studios has 
always been in the habit of hiring celebrities 
to perform voice-acting for their animated 
characters. In the 1990s, most Disney movies 
such as “Aladdin” relied on dedicated voice 
acting professionals like comedian Robin 

Williams, who can perform a whirlwind of 
impressions and accents, but now it is much 
more difficult to find any Disney animated 
movie or series without a celebrity voice 
actor. For example, the 2016 movie “Moana” 
employed the baritone voice of wrestler-
turned-actor Dwayne “The Rock” Johnson.
 Even the less popular animated films 
often draft star-studded casts. For example, 

DreamWorks Animations’ 2011 film 
“Puss in Boots” starred “Hangover” 

trilogy actor Zach 
Galifianakis, co-star of 
“George Lopez” actress 
Constance Marie and the 

director of “Pacific Rim,” 
Guillermo del Toro. 

 As celebrities like Tom 
Hanks rake in $15 million 
for voice acting as Woody 

in “Toy Story 3,” it’s not hard to see why 
so many celebrities are eager to join the 
lucrative voice-acting industry.
 The downside of this trend is that 
replacing professional voice actors with 
celebrities often detracts from the movie’s 
quality. For example, junior Kevin Handoko, 
an avid fan of animated films, believes 

that animated films like “Spirited Away” 
and “Kubo and the Two Strings,” which 
do not have celebrity voice actors, clearly 
demonstrate why animated films aren’t 
just for kids and can have great depth with 
emotional voicing.
 “Charlie Sheen in [Threshold 
Entertainment’s 2012 film] ‘Foodfight’ 
was absolutely terrible,” Handoko said. 
“He didn’t put enough emotion into his 
performance. It didn’t sound like he was 
playing a character; he was playing Charlie 
Sheen. Clearly, he was supposed to be a dog 
detective.”
 Furthermore, Handoko said that 
audiences don’t typically watch animated 
movies based on which celebrity is voice 
acting; he recalled how he had trouble 
recognizing celebrities in famous films, such 
as Eddie Murphy as the voice of Donkey in 
“Shrek.”
 Although seeing one’s favorite celebrity 
in an animated movie may be amusing, 
having a high-quality and genuinely 
dedicated voice acting should ultimately be 
valued over having a star-studded cast that 
might bring a few avid fans to the box office 
on release day. u

Popular television shows enhance learning experience

 When the new season of PBS’s “Sher-
lock” premiered at the start of the new year, 
it was easy to assume that the majority of 
those who tuned in to the exciting story 
were teenagers. However, it’s not uncom-
mon to find people of other ages, eyes glued 
to the screen as the “Sherlock” theme song 
plays again.
 It’s clear that television shows like “Sher-
lock” can appeal to many different demo-
graphics, which is important to its success. 
In fact, Sherlock’s appeal to teenagers in it-
self is something of an anomaly. Teenagers 
are typically attracted to stories with young 

adult-age characters; nonetheless, they are 
fascinated by “Sherlock” due to the distinct 
nature of the characters.
 “He is extremely intelligent, blunt and 
unintentionally humorous,” junior Shania 
Jafri said. “My first reaction when I was try-
ing out this show was ‘Wow, he speaks way 
faster than my brain could think and he has 
zero filter.’”
 English 10 and 11 Honors teacher Amy 
Keys has also found herself among the 
crowd of “Sherlock” fans. Even though she 
hadn’t always been a fan of mysteries, they 
eventually grew on her. So when this new 
show came out, she was excited to see it. 
 “It was around the time that I started 
teaching that I realized that mysteries actu-

ally make you such a good reader because 
you have to notice details and be able to 
question the reliability of the narrator or of 
a character, and notice what details are there 
and why they’re there,” Keys said.
 Other teachers have also made use of 
film. Jafri recalled that when her English 11 
Honors class read “Hamlet,” teacher Nata-
sha Ritchie showed them a movie version 
of the play starring David Tennant, which 
helped her understand the play. 
 Keys has also been using scenes from 
HBO’s “The Wire” in teaching “The Great 
Gatsby” and “Sherlock” in teaching her Eng-
lish 10 students the power of observation.
 “I definitely gained an appreciation for 
details even though I had watched the clip 

before,” said sophomore Ruchi Maheshwari, 
a student in Keys’ English 10 class. “Watch-
ing it with the class helped me see some 
details that I had not noticed the first time 
around, and it helped teach me how to close 
read a passage.” 
 Keys has also found that TV shows are a 
sort of universal medium.
 “I think film is one of the highest art 
forms because it’s using everything,” Keys 
said. “It’s using shot composition, it’s using 
visuals, it’s using sound, music, narrative, 
character and acting. So if you can unite 
all of those things to get some point across, 
hopefully it’s working on multiple parts of 
their brains and their hearts and they re-
member it and respond to it.” u
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The letters behind the scratched screen 
of Benny Price Field’s maroon record board 
were last added to in 2015 when alumna 
Puck de Roos scored a record 3,362 points 
in the heptathlon.

The board boasts records that date as far 
back as 1971, proving that these decade-old 
records are difficult to break.

One of the record holders on the board is 
2012 graduate Ailene Nguyen, who is acting 
as an assistant coach this year. Nguyen holds 
the school record in the long jump at 18 feet, 
4 inches.

“Hopefully together [head coach Ar-
chie Ljepava and I] can motivate the team 
through workouts and excitement to get 
them through and get them in shape right 
now, so that when meet season comes along 
they’ll be ready to compete,” Nguyen said.

Although it’s a novelty to have their 
names up on the board by senior year, many 
athletes do not devote themselves to break-
ing those records.

 Rather, the board’s numbers are simply 
figures to work toward, and getting onto the 
board is more of an ultimate prize for im-
proving.  

“I think it just kind of happened,” Nguy-
en said of her own record. “I had been 

working towards a personal record for some 
time, and I didn’t know that it was going 
to be a record setting jump for the school. 
I was just excited overall when I jumped it 
that I had broken my own personal record, 
and breaking the record for the school was 
just another plus.”

In their journey to break the board’s pre-
viously set records, athletes first seek to im-
prove their own personal best times, or as 
junior long distance runner Amit Nag puts 
it, “you just have to shave off a few seconds 
here and there.” 

“It’s not necessarily my goal to break 
these records. It’s more of a milestone for 
me to reach,” junior sprinter Jaijit Singh 
said. “[Trying to break records is] a stepping 
stone to faster times, and it’s just a goal that I 
have in mind. My goal for running this year 
is winning CCS.” 

Of course, improving and breaking the 
board’s seemingly unsurpassable records is 

easier said than done. In preparation for this 
school year’s track and field season, record-
hopeful athletes have been maintaining a 
rigorous schedule of conditioning and have 
become more cognizant of what they con-
sume.

This year, Singh has been eating healthi-
er, running more, lifting weights and staying 
in shape, while he felt sick throughout most 
of the season last year, unable to “reach the 
milestones that [he] wanted to.” 

Whatever an athlete’s individual goal 
may be, the board still stands in the dirt 
patch next to the track, waiting patiently for  
current Saratoga athletes to add their own 
names onto it in the future. 

“When I’m running the mile or the two-
mile during a home meet, I always see that 
board when I start and finish a race,”  Nag 
said. “I know that I probably can’t beat those 
times, but it’s nice to know that I’ll be on 
that board too if I do it.” u

In any basketball game, two teams of five 
players race up and down the court in hopes 
of scoring. But for boys’ varsity basketball 
coach Patrick Judge, every home team has 
a chance for a sixth man: a large, enthusias-
tic crowd that can have a big impact on the 
outcome.

To increase attendance at games, Judge, 
who moved from Leigh High to Saratoga 
last June, is implementing strategies he used 
at the schools where he previously coached 
to attract more students to games. 

“When there’s more people in the gym, 
you want to play harder,” Judge said. “Every-
thing about having a great crowd makes the 
game more fun and gives [the players] more 
energy, and truly translates to the success of 
the team.”

For the past few months, Judge has 
been collaborating with the Spirit/Athletics 
Commission and ASB to design and release 
exclusive “sixth man” T-shirts. On Jan. 31, 
Judge distributed shirts to the first 50 stu-
dents who attended the game against Lyn-
brook. 

At future games, he plans to continue to 
give out more shirts as well as involve audi-
ence members in raffles with prizes such as 
Beats by Dre headphones. 

According to Judge, the idea of “sixth 
man” T-shirts started at college basketball 

games, and the resulting increase in game 
attendance caused high school teams to also 
incorporate the shirt giveaways in their own 
games. 

“Holding these types of promotions cre-
ates a sense of unity and school spirit,” Judge 
said.

Judge has also taken inspiration from 
schools like Mountain View, where the band 
performed at the Jan. 20 basketball game 
and the turnout was high. 

Mountain View High students were 
all decked in coordinated beachwear and 
cheered on their school’s team. 

Compared to those other schools in the 
area, Saratoga tends to have a lower turnout 
at basketball games. According to Judge, 
there are around 20 to 25 students in the 
stands every game. 

Aside from distributing the T-shirts, 
Judge is also planning to host pizza nights 
where he buys pizza for everyone attending 
and halftime promotions in which audience 
members have to make baskets in order to 
win gift cards. 

“I don’t mind spending my own money,” 
he said. “I just want kids cheering on their 
classmates. If we can start getting the word 
out that we’re doing fun promotions, the 
more kids that attend, and the more promo-
tions that I can do and get behind.”

Players on the team have also felt the ef-
fects of a larger and more spirited crowd.  
They are very excited for what Judge’s ideas 

may lead them to in future seasons.
“A full crowd really allows the team as 

a whole to play  better, and it feels like our 
team is fueled by the energy in the crowd,” 
junior forward Kenneth Lee said.

Judge hopes that his efforts to bring in 
more crowds will help the Falcons reach 
their full potential, as he has noted with 

methods that have worked with previous 
teams.

“The louder, the crazier, the more fun 
[the crowd is] having, the better [the game] 
is for everyone involved,” Judge said. “It’s 
not something I just want to do once. I want 
to encourage the student body to come out 
to every game.” u

Students with sixth man T-shirts cheer on the boys as they play Mountain View on Feb. 10.

With the season coming to an end, the 
Falcons have dropped a series of hard-
fought league games while continuing to 
prepare to defend their Division III  CCS 
title. As of Feb. 12, the team had a 4-6 league 
record but has already qualified for CCS by 
virtue of their 13-9 overall record and are in 
the more competitive A League this year. 

“The past few games have been really 
hard on us because they all ended up being 
such close matches,” senior guard Rachel 
Won said. “We have been practicing a lot of 
late game situations where we need a bas-
ket, and everyone has been stepping up and 
really concentrating during practices to get 
better.”

The Falcons suffered a tough 48-38 loss 
against Mountain View on Feb. 11. Strug-
gling to box out and successfully execute 
plays, the girls trailed the Spartans in the 
first two quarters, but bounced back in the 
second half. Down 18 points in the fourth 

quarter, the Falcons clawed back into the 
game with aggressive defense and offensive 
energy. With only 90 seconds left in the 
game, the girls were only down eight points 
but were unable to close the gap in the end. 

The team was led by senior 
point guard Rachel Davey, who 
had 11 points and four steals, 
while sophomore post Kirstin 
Kruka grabbed 14 rebounds and 
scored eight points. Senior guard 
Jenny Qian had six points and five 
rebounds and senior post Yianna 
Spirakis pitched in four points and 
four rebounds. 

“It was a really tough loss be-
cause we had already won against 
them twice,” Won said. “In the end, it came 
down to not making easy layups and the 
lack of communication on the court that re-
ally hurt us.” 

Earlier, the Falcons dropped a close 
game to Gunn on Feb. 8, losing 57-51. The 
two teams were head to head in points each 

quarter, even taking the lead 51-49 with 3 
minutes left in the last quarter, but the Fal-
cons fell short. 

The girls smoothly switched from man to 
zone defense during the game and guarded 

aggressively against their physical 
and quick footed opponents.

Davey played tirelessly and 
poured in 15 points with five as-
sists, while junior post Harshini 
Ramaswamy had 10 points and 
Qian had eight points. Senior 
guard Aryana Goodarzi and fresh-
man Anika Prasad followed with 
six points each. 

“We played a lot better than we 
did the first time we went against 

them,” Davey said. “We had some defensive 
breakdowns and a lot of possessions without 
rebounds that cost us in the end.”

On Feb. 1, the girls hosted Los Gatos in 
another tight match, eventually losing 47-
45. The Falcons had trouble rebounding in 
the first half but came back by holding their 

rivals to only two points and scoring 11 in 
the third quarter.

Forcing the Cats to play on their left-
hand side and executing offensive plays un-
der duress, the Falcons tied 45-45 with only 
2 seconds left on the clock. But the Falcons 
were unable to get into overtime as the Cats 
executed a sideline play, scoring a basket 
right at the buzzer.

The close game was made possible by Ra-
maswamy, who led the team with 22 points 
and 10 rebounds, and Kruka, who pitched 
in eight points and played good aggressive 
defense. 

“It was a really tough loss because we 
were so close in the end,” Kruka said. “But 
considering that they knew most of our 
plays, I think we played really well against 
them and it was an exciting game.” u

Due to printing deadlines, the Falcon was 
unable to cover the game against Wilcox 
on Feb. 15.  The girls play their senior night  
game against Palo Alto tonight on their home 
floor. 

Basketball coach aims to improve game attendance
BY ChelseaLeung
& AlexandraLi

FALCON // ALEXANDRA LI

Falcons lose tightly contested league games against rivals

Track and field athletes aspire to break old records
BY VictorLiu
& ElaineSun

BY JennyQian

“During a home 
meet, I always see 
that board when I 
start and finish.”

Amit NagJUNIOR

Kruka
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With the clock winding down 
to the last 5 seconds, junior small 
forward Will Turpin dribbled up 
the court. He panicked for a mo-
ment: there was no one open to 
help him make a winning bucket 
against the Mountain View Spar-
tans on Feb. 10. 

With no other options, he took 
a shot. The home crowd watched, 
completely silent, as the ball 
bounced off the rim and into the 
hands of a Spartan, sealing a 48-46 
win for Mountain View and end-
ing the Falcons’ chances at a league 
title. They now trail the Spartans 
by two games and are in second 
place in the El Camino League.

The boys were buoyed by an 
energetic crowd: Parents and stu-
dents, even those from Redwood 

Middle School, came out to cheer 
them on. 

“The crowd really got us all 
pumped up, especially because 
we didn’t want to let them down,” 
junior guard Michael Xue said. “If 
we just played safer earlier on, we 
wouldn’t have had that struggle at 
the end for those two points.”

On Feb. 7, the boys gained a 41-
35 road win against Santa Clara, a 
team they had lost to earlier in the 
season. The victory came as a great 
confidence boost.

“It was one of our best defen-
sive games,“ senior guard Joshua 
Deng said. “We would switch up 
the defensive looks every couple 
possessions and we kept them 
guessing, which disrupted their 
offensive flow.”

On Jan. 31, the Falcons de-
fended their home court against 
Lynbrook, winning 74-72 in a 

tight game. Once again, Saratoga 
supporters cheered loud as many 
donned “sixth man shirts” hand-
ed out by the Spirit and Athletics 
Commission at the game.

“Honestly, we were expecting 
a blowout,” junior power forward 
Neal Iyengar said. “We got more 
and more worried as the score got 
closer towards the end.”

Despite the Vikings’ comeback 
in the fourth quarter, the Falcons 
fought to win an imperative game 
that qualified them for league 
championships. 

“On the bench, we were pan-
icking, thinking our chance at a 
championship would be gone,” Iy-
engar said. “Thankfully, our crowd 
kept us energized and prevented 
us from losing control.”

Knowing that they had quali-
fied for CCS extremely early on in 
the season, the boys are now focus-

ing on CCS. Their main goals are 
to qualify for the CIF state playoffs 
or at least reach CCS finals. 

“Right now we can get really 
large leads but struggle to keep 

them later on,” Iyengar said. “I 
know we can do well; it’s just a 
matter of playing consistently and 
putting everything we’ve learned 
to work.” u

Junior Paige Hansen trains 
in javelin and discus for 
third Junior Olympics

BOYS’ BASKETBALL

Falcons fall against Mountain View, eyes set on CCS

WRESTLING

Team works to increases conditioning and technique 

Junior Will Turpin breaks down the court against Lynbrook on Feb. 7.

In early February after school, junior   
Allie Liddle and the rest of the wrestling 
team sprinted from the weight room to the 
track, sweat dripping from their faces. 

To prepare for CCS, which began on 
Feb. 13, the team increased their speed and 
endurance, along with their usual weight 
workouts.

“Even though our team is a lot smaller 

than last year’s, we are still training really 
hard by working on our technique,” sopho-
more Carolyn Ma said. “I think we are defi-
nitely ‘out-conditioning’ other teams.”

The three also competed at the state 
level tournament in Gilroy on Jan. 27-28, 
where Murabito won one match out of the 
three  while Liddle won two out of his four 
matches. 

The tournament is known to be one of 
the hardest competitions that high school 
athletes take part in during the year.

 In wrestling, all team members are in a 
certain weight class, each determined by his 
or her weight at 7 a.m. the day of the com-
petition. 

If athletes are even 0.01 pounds over or 
under their desired weight class, the league 
will prevent them from competing. As a re-
sult, the team members go through many 
intense workouts to ensure that they will be 
able to hit  their target weight on competi-
tion day.

“Because the rules are so strict, we are 

doing so many running drills and lifting 
workouts just to make sure that we will be 
able to wrestle at tournaments,” junior Ke-
dar Abhyanker said. 

Alongside conditioning, the wrestling 
team is also focusing more on its techniques. 

“Together as a team, we are training re-
ally hard and I believe that our hard work 
will pay off,” Liddle said. u

Due to printing deadlines, the Falcon was 
unable to cover CCS in the Feb. 17 print edi-
tion. 

BY DanielBessonov, LinaKim
& AmiNachiappan

With sweaty palms, junior Paige Hansen 
stepped up to the throwing circle at the 
Junior Olympic regionals as the announcer 
introduced her and all the other athletes by 
their state section in California in July.

The crowd cheered wildly for Hansen as 
she stepped forward, waving to her proud 
parents in the stands before getting into her 
starting throwing position.

Hansen participates in both javelin 
and discus, which involves building up 
momentum to throw a javelin or discus as 
far as possible. 

Hansen has 
participated in three 
Junior Olympics 
(J.O.) and is  
practicing for her 
third J.O. which will 
be held in Kansas 
later this year. 

At school, 
Hansen throws 
discus for the track 
team but not the 
javelin, since high schools in California do 
not offer it as a track event.

 Hansen is one of the school’s top discus 
throwers. Her personal best for discus is 
110 feet and is only 6 feet 8 inches off the 
school’s record.             

Hansen started competing in discus 
when she was in seventh grade at Redwood 
Middle School and picked up javelin later 
on, at the suggestion of her track coach. She 
soon began training at De Anza college for 
the two events.

“I love the feeling when I throw a javelin 
or a discus,” said Hansen. “The wind blows 
through my hair and adrenaline rushes 

through me.”
Over the years, Hansen has improved her 

skills and won various meets through her 
training at De Anza.

That has allowed her to compete at her 
first J.O. qualifiers in 2015 at Sacramento 
State University. 

She successfully placed second in javelin 
and sixth for discus.

She then advanced to the J.O. regionals 
in Florida that same year. Hansen had to 
compete against three groups of 10 to 15 
girls from every state.

“I felt a little intimidated because there 
were so many 
people,” said 
Hansen. “But I 
had a really fun 
time with my team 
and it was truly 
an unforgettable 
experience.” 

Hansen was 
unable to place 
during her first 
J.O. Regionals in 
Florida. However, 

she did not let the results of the competition 
discourage her from trying harder.

“It was fun knowing that the work I did 
on my technique paid off because it got me 
to regionals,” said Hansen. “But I still had a 
lot of work to do on my run up in order to 
place.” 

Working harder than ever, Hansen 
continues to train at school and at De Anza 
in hopes of qualifying for J.O. and placing in 
regionals this year.

“I am leaning towards doing track in 
college because I am very passionate about it, 
so I’m practicing as hard as I can to improve 
my distance,” Hansen said. u 

BY KarenChow
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“The wind blows 
through my hair and 
adrenaline rushes 
through me.”

Paige HansenJUNIOR

BY PatrickLi
& RolandShen
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Sophomore captain Clayton Murabito 
walked through the doors of the San-Jose 
based Amateur Wrestling Academy (AWA) 
Club on Jan. 29, ushering in fellow team-
mates onto the expansive wrestling mats. 

With the school’s wrestling season com-
ing to a close, Murabito and varsity captain 
junior Allie Liddle are actively trying to 
promote off-season training in or-
der to stay in shape for next season 
and CCS. 

They have been constantly en-
couraging the wrestling team’s doz-
en members to participate at open-
mat practices and train off-campus 
at places like AWA.  

Murabito said AWA can be a 
great addition to the team’s regu-
lar training repertoire, because it 
introduces wrestlers to moves and 
strategies that they previously may not have 
been exposed to.  

“I was introduced to AWA in sixth grade 
and have been going there ever since,” Mu-
rabito said. “I think it’s a great place since 
they have very knowledgable coaches and 
an impressive track record, having sent nu-
merous people to States.” 

As to his own training, Murabito said 
that in anticipation of CCS, which began on 
Feb. 13, he has been training nearly seven 
times a week, adding lifting and other ac-
tivities to his regular workouts.

“I’ve been actively preparing for CCS 
by trying to lift almost every day and at-
tending practice sessions [at AWA], in ad-
dition to attending off-campus Saturday 
tournaments to keep in good shape,” Mu-
rabito said.

Liddle has also taken it upon himself 
to keep his teammates in shape. He plans 
to open up the wrestling floor to all team 
members throughout the rest of the school 

year and summer, as well as to do 
his best to raise the intensity lev-
els of drills during regular team 
practices. 

“Although the open-mat prac-
tices have not officially started 
yet, we are hoping to focus more 
on drilling and technique versus 
last year’s main focus on pure 
conditioning,” Liddle said. “We 
felt as a team that we need to go 
over technique and also how to 

defend aggressive shots, as we noticed that 
this is something that is regularly bringing 
us down at tournaments.” 

Sophomore Victor Chen said that 
Liddle’s and Murabito’s encouragement 
has gotten him into a stronger mentality, 
which he believes will help him get to CCS.

“Allie’s helpful attitude during practices 
and Clayton’s commitment to help every-
one on the team improve is really going 
to pay off,” Chen said. “As a result, I truly 
feel like I am training harder and more fre-
quently with the new option of AWA.” u

Last year the boys on the varsity water 
polo team ran into an opponent they could 
not beat: Lynbrook. They just could not 
match the Vikings’ speed, losing by scores 
of 7-4 and 11-3.

Now that the season has ended, both 
the boys’ and girls’ water polo teams are 
still training to better compete with faster 
and stronger teams like Lynbrook in the 
next season. Both aim to qualify for CCS, 
something neither did in the fall.

Swimming competitively is one of the 
main ways players stay in shape for the 
fall season. For example, junior Bradley 
Oh, who played utility on the varsity team, 
swims for the SHS team in the spring sea-
son. 

“Though I consider water polo my main 
sport, swim season is important because it 
helps you get faster every year,” Oh said.

Likewise, junior hole-defense Nathon 
Chin chose to join the swim team for his 
first time this year to improve his game.

“One of my weaknesses in water polo 
has always been my speed,” Chin said. 
“Swim season is going to get me a lot fast-
er.”

As an alternative to joining the swim-

ming team, other players on varsity have 
also chosen to continue playing water polo 
for their club teams.

For example, senior hole-set Armin 
Agha-Ebrahim has an extensive background 
in club water polo. 

Having played for clubs like De Anza Cu-
pertino Aquatics (DACA) and West Valley 
for eight years, he has learned techniques 
and plays that were never taught during the 
school season.

“Club taught me how to capitalize on my 
opponents’ mistakes,” Agha-Ebrahim said. 
“Whenever I see an opportunity to exploit a 
less-experienced player, I take it.”

Agha-Ebrahim believes that playing for 
club teams gives an advantage to all athletes 
who are willing to put in the time. Among 
these advantages is a better understanding 
of what to do in real-game situations and a 
better shooting ability.

According to Agha-Ebrahim, those who 
don’t play off-season won’t gain the experi-
ence or skill required to be top players.

“For any dedicated athlete, training off 
season whether in swimming or on a club 
team is so important,” Agha-Ebrahim said. 
“Not only does spending time outside of a 
sport’s traditional season keep athletes in  
shape, but it also shows when the hard work 
pays off in future seasons.” u

Without a single word or gesture to one 
another, senior midfielder Hannah Leonard 
skillfully passed the ball to fellow senior for-
ward Tina Miller, who sent the ball into the 
back of the net. The crowd went wild and 
the coaches beamed with pride: the girls had 
once again won the game. 

Even off season, the Falcon field hockey 
girls are working hard, playing in tourna-
ments with Impact, a field hockey club orga-
nized by Saratoga parents and former play-
ers in 2008. In an effort to hone their skills 
for the school season, many members from 
the school team participate. 

Currently, 13 Falcons are playing for Im-
pact, including six former varsity players. 
Star players Miller and Leonard are among 
the six who have been playing on the team 
since eighth grade. For them, field hockey 
has been a passion since a young age, and 
participating during the school season and 
off-season has become an annual routine. 

Along with tightening friendships, train-
ing together for all these years has made the 
two familiar with each other’s way of play-
ing. They feel comfortable predicting each 
other’s next moves, which has shown to be 
a huge advantage in games. 

 Not only are the girls able to practice 

with their Impact teammates, but they 
are also coached by their school season 
coaches. 

“It’s not just reassuring that we have 
this support and opportunity to work on 
our skills for the season ahead, but it’s also 
humbling because our coaches take time 
to make a Saratoga club for us,” junior de-
fensive fullback Tiffany Vu said. 

With Impact, the girls get the chance 
to condition through sprints and cardio 
workouts, as well as work on their tech-
niques. They can also explore different 
positions they normally would not play 
during the school season.

“Whenever you play on Impact, you 
improve,” Leonard said. “It’s easy to see the 
development in the younger players who 
choose to play in the off-season because 
they are the ones who develop the most.” 

For Leonard and Miller, who are both 
graduating seniors, this off-season may be 
the last chance they can play competitively 
together as teammates and best friends be-
fore heading off to separate colleges. 

“Impact is always really fun so we look 
forward to all of the events,” Leonard said. 
“We’re really going to miss playing next 
year. The fact that this is our last season is 
really sad because [Miller] and I have been 
doing it for so long.” u

Captains set example, 
motivate team to improve

Swimming closes gaps 
in players’ weaknesses

Years together in club 
strengthen teamwork
BY LinaKim BY RolandShen

& PhoebeWang

BY DanielBessonov

As the last of the rains sprinkled on 
the outdoor school basketball courts last 
April, all but one girl who had been play-
ing ran to their cars.  

The remaining player, senior shooting 
guard Aryana Goodarzi, masterfully drib-
bled the ball between her feet and through 
various patterns of cones. At the end of 
her routine, she swished in shots from all 
around the 3-point line. 

Having played basketball for seven 
years, Goodarzi is one of the most recog-
nizable faces on the varsity team. 

She attributes much of her success to 
the guidance she had from her current 
basketball trainer who helps motivate her 
on and off the court, said Goodarzi. 

Hoping to join a Division 1 basket-
ball school this fall, Goodarzi credits her 
success to her intense training sessions. 
Goodarzi trains year-round, sometimes 
even six hours a day during her off-season. 

On top of her daily on-court train-
ings, Goodarzi also lifts weights, has track 
workouts and practices with an outside 
team as part of the Amateur Athletic 
Union (AAU).

Aside from working one-on-one with 
her trainer, during the school season, she 
practices two hours most days with her 
teammates. Currently, she is focusing on 
improving her foot speed through the use 
of ladder training exercises. 

Similar to Goodarzi, junior power for-
ward Neal Iyengar, a key player on the varsi-
ty boys’ team, is also frequently working on 
improving his skills and stamina for when 
he is on the court.

“I express my love for basketball through 
dedication on the court,” Iyengar said. “I be-
lieve you can only improve through contin-
ued effort and experience and only through 
more playing can I do this.” 

Although Iyengar does not have a per-
sonal basketball trainer like Goodarzi, he 
believes that with enough training with his 
friends during tutorials and after school, he 
can get more “realistic experiences” he can 
continue to improve his game. 

Despite the two players’ different ap-
proaches to training, both believe in the 
need to keep pushing themselves.

“Although it is paramount to have a great 
skillset that can only be increased through 
training, it is also important to use those 
skills in game,” Iyengar said. u

Recreational and private training 
advantageous in their own merits
BY NeilRao

GRAPHIC BY ELICIA YE

“I believe you can only improve 
through continued effort and 
experience, and only through 
more playing can I do this.”

Neal IyengarJUNIOR
Liddle
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BOYS’ GOLF

BOYS’ LACROSSEGIRLS’ LACROSSEBASEBALL

GIRLS’ SWIMMING BOYS’ SWIMMING

Coach: Mike Davey
2015-2016 Recap: 6-4
Key Athletes: Senior Natasha Ramakrishnan and 
juniors Chancee Gaskin and Eryn Lee
Key Additions: Freshmen Hannah Beine and Ella 
Parr
Key Losses: Alumni Eleni Spirakis, Stephanie Hayes 
and Savannah Green
Key Matchups: Homestead and Los Altos
Prognosis: With many key losses due to graduation, 
the team is hoping to rebound with a successful 
start to the season in their first league match against 
Fremont on March 15. With their collective passion 
for the sport, the team is hoping to succeed in the 
league and in CCS. 

“It may be challenging, but I know our team can 
definitely bring our combined efforts to the table,” 
junior Kate Bossi said. 

Coaches: Meghan Noyola and 
Emily Abcede
2015-2016 Recap: 5-8 in league, 
8-11 overall
Key Athletes: Seniors Julia Vita 
and Emma Kovac and junior 
Nayoung Kim
Key Addition: Sophomore Ines 
Picard
Key Losses: Alumnae Erin Norris, 
Talia Clement and Malia Sinclaire 
Oreglia
Key Matchups: Los Gatos, Palo Alto and Gunn
Prognosis: “Even though I’m pretty nervous about 
this season because we lost many players, and we 
don’t know how many people are trying out again, I 
think we could still do a stellar job if we continue to 
work hard and focus on being one as a team,” Kovac 
said.

Coaches: Dave Gragnola and 
Micah Hall (assistant)
2015-2016 Recap: 9-3
Key Athletes: Seniors Trevor Leung 
and Nathan Shang and sophomore 
William Liu
Key Addition: Freshman Kevin Sze
Key Losses: Alumni Lucas Peng 
and Miles Peng 
Key Matchup: Los Gatos
Prognosis: The team will have to make do with the 
loss of both star player’s Lucas and Miles Peng to 
graduation. The team will also struggle with their 
league matchups, according to Shang. 

“This year we moved up a league, so it’s going to 
be harder for us to do well,” Shang said. “There’s a lot 
of kids trying out, so I think we can still do well this 
season.”

Coach: Adam Varteressian
2015-2016 Recap: 10-15
Key Athletes: Senior Tony Ramirez and Brian 
Tatman; juniors Daniel Ryu and Chris Auches
Key Addition: Sophomore Zachary Li
Key Losses: Alumni Tyler Yoshihara, Ryan Casini 
and Michael Schillage
Key Matchups: Palo Alto, Los Gatos and Wilcox 
Prognosis: “After losing many key players to 
graduation, we will have some big shoes to fill,” Peng 
said. “The ultimate goal is to play to the best of our 
ability each game and to finish with no regrets.”

Coach: Christian Bonner and Kristen Thomson
Key Athletes: Seniors Nathan Ching and Micah Lee 
and sophomore Nick Burry
Key Addition: Freshman Oscar Khowong
Key Losses: Alumni Harrison Yang, Thomas Wang, 
Jonathan Fung, Graham Schmelzer, Arnav Pawar, 
Jack Xie and Rahul Cheeniyil  
Key Matchup: Los Gatos
Prognosis: Over the past two seasons, the boys have 
been in a state of rebuilding. This year, the team is 
mostly comprised of freshman newcomers and is 
starting its season without seven of its star athletes. 
Senior Grant Guzzo anticipates that the boys team 
will have to work on more endurance conditioning 
to get accustomed to longer swims.

“We’ve got a lot of competitive sprinters this 
season who haven’t swum many distance events, but 
in terms of speed and raw power, I think we hold a 
chance against other schools,” Guzzo said. 

BADMINTON

Coach: Archie Ljepava
Key Athletes: Junior Jaijit Singh, Clifford Yin and 
Amit Nag
Key Additions: Freshmen Kole Tippets and Sean 
Chen
Key Losses: Alumni Vincent Faylor, Stephen Law, 
Matthew Peterson and Tanner Zuleeg
Key Matchups: Wilcox and Monta Vista
Prognosis: For the distance team, Austin Cai and 
Nicholas Sum decided not to run track this year. 
As a result, the pressure of leading the team falls to 
juniors, such as distance runner Amit Nag, who was 
also co-captain in cross country.

“I want to use my experience from cross country 
to help guide the underclassmen,” Nag said. “With 
the loss of a lot of great athletes, we hope to build a 
strong team of new runners, especially because of 
the incoming freshmen.”

Coaches: Christian Bonner and Kristen Thomson
Key Athletes: Seniors Stefanie Ting, Jane Oberhauser 
and Anna Zhou, junior Jeanette Khowong and 
sophomores Lei Otsuka, Annika Donez, Ashley Feng 
and Madeline Stuart.
Key Additions: None
Key Losses: None
Key Matchup: Los Gatos
Prognosis: Over the first two weeks of the season, 
the team worked on cardiovascular fitness, and plan 
to transition to more speed-oriented skills as the 
season progresses. Thomson said that the overall 
unity of the swim team has left the girls at a strong 
starting point.

“I love the fact that the girls have become a closer-
knit group as a whole,” Thomson said. “Saratoga’s 
swim team is more like a family than four different 
groups — we really are a girls and boys team.”

Coach: Florin Marica
2015-2016 Recap: 10-3
Key Athletes: Seniors Matthew Kermin, Kailas 
Shekar and Andre Xiao and junior Dean Stratakos
Key Addition: Freshman Andrew Lee
Key Losses: Alumni Karthik Padmanabhan, Jihau Yu 
and Naved Krishnamurthy
Key Matchup: Monta Vista
Prognosis: Although the team has lost key players to 
graduation, the Falcons are optimistic about winning 
CCS for the first time since 2014 and hope to play in 
NorCals. With the addition of strong new players like 
Lee, the team feels ready to do well this upcoming 
season.

“This year’s team is pretty strong in comparison 
to the other schools, so we have expectations to win 
the league like we did last year,” senior Kailas Shekar 
said.

BOYS’ TENNIS

Coach: Chance Cox
2015-2016 Recap: 4-5 in 
league, 7-8 overall
Key Athletes: Seniors Derek 
Yun, Kian Ghelichkhani and 
Anthony Oliveri
Key Addition: Senior Kurt 
Bench, returning player from 
2014-2015 season
Key Losses: Alumni Jerame 
Kim and Quincy Owyang
Key Matchups: Palo Alto and Gunn
Prognosis: With few losses to graduation and many 
returning players with good team chemistry, the 
Falcons look forward to having a strong season.

“Last season was a rebuilding season, and we laid 
a really groundwork for our team,” senior midfielder 
Kylash Krishnamurthy said. “I think this year will be 
a really good year for us.”

GIRLS’ TRACK

Coach: Archie Ljepava
Key Athletes: Senior Celine 
Bellegarda, junior Riley Carter, 
Chloe McGhee and Paige Hansen 
Key Addition: Freshman Julia 
Hoffman
Key Loss: Alumna Kimberly Chen 
Key Matchups: Wilcox and 
Monta Vista
Prognosis: As of the end of 
January, the team has yet to find 
coaches for sprinting. McGhee anticipates, though,  
that strong runners like Hoffman will add to the 
team’s strength.

“It’s going to be a different coaching dynamic, 
but there’s going to be a lot of new freshmen who 
are strong,” McGhee said. “I expect distance is going 
to improve, as well as sprints.”

BOYS’ VOLLEYBALL
Coach: Jason Cardoso
2015-2016 Recap: 10-2
Key Athletes: Seniors Joel 
Schneidmiller and  William Hu 
and junior Harrison Fong
Key Additions: Juniors Connor 
Reyes and Jason Tran and 
sophomore Derek Chiou
Key Losses: Alumni Chester 
Leung, Matthew Zung and 
Spencer Yen
Key Matchups: Los Gatos and Monta Vista
Prognosis: After winning CCS last year, the team 
moved up to the harder De Anza league. This 
season, the Falcons hope to maintain their two-year 
winning streak even in this harder league. 

“Our goals are very high because the last two 
seasons we have finished really well,” Schneidmiller 
said. “I hope we win league and CCS again.”

BOYS’ TRACK
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SOFTBALL

Coach: Charley Situ
2015-2016 Recap: 6-6
Key Athletes: Seniors Josh Li and Spring Ma and 
junior Stephen Ding 
Key Losses: Alumni Michael Owyang, Partha Shah 
and Amanda Rhee
Key Matchups: Monta Vista and Cupertino
Prognosis: After the loss of 20 graduating players, 
gaping holes have been left in the lineup. With no 
notable additions, Li projects a challenging season, 
as JV members will have to step up.

Bellegarda

Shang
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Krishnamurthy

Schneidmiller

SPRING     SPORTS
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For the past few months, there has been 
an unprecedented rise in the popularity of 
pubescent YouTube rappers and singers. 
With social media’s growing influence on 
people of all ages, it has become much easier 
for these young sensations to gain popular-
ity.

Matthew David Morris, known by his 
moniker “MattyBRaps” on YouTube, is one 
of the earliest examples of this phenom-
enon. Morris started YouTubing in 2010 at 
age 7 with his cover of “Eenie Meenie” by 
Justin Bieber.

Since then, Morris has seen an increase 
in subscribers on his YouTube channel, 
which as of now is sitting at a disturbingly 
large 7.7 million subscribers. 

Morris’ popularity, however, is somewhat 
deceptive; a majority of his views have come 
from his cringeworthy covers and parodies.

In order to garner views, Morris gener-
ally follows the same formula: He takes ro-
mantic and often sexual songs such as “My 
Humps” by The Black Eyed Peas, changes a 
few lyrics (e.g. “My humps” becomes “my 
pumps”) and features himself surrounded 
by prepubescent girls in oddly sexualized 
music videos that disturbingly mirror mod-
ern pop videos.

Morris has recently been creating “origi-
nal” songs that may just be more generic 
than the parodies. His music video for 
“California Dreams” features a brief sum-
mary of the 2003 movie “Holes” to a melody 
made up of solely three notes, and the owl-
like repetition of the word “oh” is glossed 
over the highly unique chorus “we just be 
chasing dreams, chasing dreams, California 
dreams.”

With his most popular music video sit-
ting at nearly 170 million views and featur-
ing teenage women stalking and trying to 
date him, a 7-year-old boy, it has become 

extremely puzzling how so many people can 
sit through a 4-minute cringe-fest.

Junior Ayush Aggarwal has been follow-
ing this odd recent trend.

“When it comes down to it, I think Mat-
tyBRaps is pushing music forward … or 
backward, really,” Aggarwal said. “It’s just a 
new direction and we have to accept that.”

Still, there are worse examples of young 
“prodigies”. 

Social media idol Jacob Sartorius has 
amassed an almost cult-like following from 
adult women since the release of his debut 
song “Sweatshirt.” 

Although he is only 14, you wouldn’t 
know it from the kind of activity that Jacob 
has on his Facebook page. 

Last month, Jacob posted on his Insta-
gram a picture that made him look like an 
“Oompa Loompa with the amount of blush 
that he uses,” as Aggarwal puts it. Caption-
ing his extremely filtered selfie with his clas-
sic, “Don’t ever forget that you’re gorgeous” 

plus heart-eyes face emoji 
appended to the end, 
Jacob really is an ex-
ample of how far some 
people will go for fame.

Still, it is even more a l a r m i n g 
that over 450,000 people actually “liked” 
this photo. 

Even though it seems that every single 
Facebook comment he gets on his posts 
roasts him, many of these die-hard fans are 
not deterred. 

While many new music artists usually 
are popularized for their voices, singers 
such as Morris and Sartorius’ claims to fame 
are their young ages.

Why exactly we put the spotlight on pre-
teens with below-average music and terrible 
social media presences is a mystery deserv-
ing of further scientific study. Still, it’s pretty 
funny every now and then to see one of Sar-
torious’ unironically captioned selfies show 
up on our Facebook feeds. u

Foreign foods provide escape from norm

Sophomore midfielder Jules Ducrot 
Huet attacks against Milpitas High.

Senior Saya Sivaram and junior Mateusz 
Kranz rehearse for the “Murder Room,” 
which ran on Feb. 10, 11 and 12.

Construction continues on the music 
building projected to finish in August.

buzzworthy Child stars’ raps are just ‘cringeworthy’

snapshots

Junior guard Harrison Fong takes free-
throws during a game against Lynbrook 
on Jan. 31. The team won 74-72 at home.

REPORTERS GO TO ASIAN MARKETS TO TASTE EXOTIC SNACKS
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THINGS NOT TO SAY ON 
VALENTINE’S DAY

Roses are red, violets are blue, I’d 
rather fail my SAT than go out 
with you. 

You stole 80 percent of my heart. 
My Calculus test took the other 
20.

Your name must be Sprite because 
you’re soda-licious. 

If I had to rate you from 1 to 10, 
you’re a 1 because I’m the 9 you’re 
missing. 

Are you the school’s parking lot? 
‘Cause dang, you’re confusing.

You’re a 10. A 10 out of 100 on 
your AP Euro test.

I don’t need an Instagram, I’m al-
ready following you everywhere.

The only thing you gave me this 
Valentine’s Day was a cavity.

Do you believe in love at first 
sight, or should I tell Cupid to 
shoot you with an arrow one 
more time?

Sorry I didn’t get you a box of 
chocolates for Valentine’s Day but 
if you want something sweet and 
smooth, I’m right here. 

topten

avsterz 
and mpalz
Ava Hooman and Muthu Palaniappan

Both of us are fairly uninteresting eat-
ers. We don’t normally try anything out of 
our comfort zone or something that isn’t 
known to us. So when we went to Mitsuwa, 
a Japanese marketplace in west San Jose, we 
decided it would be fun to try snacks that 
we had never seen before and see where we 
stand with foods only we deem as “exotic.” 

Mitsuwa  holds a wide selection of Asian 
groceries, fish, freshly baked goods, a popu-
lar Matcha soft serve stand and much more. 
The marketplace is different from the other 
shopping centers  we’re used to, particularly 
because of its wide variety of mini-stores. 
The most surprising part, however, is the 
market’s selection of odd Asian snacks, 
which we had never tried before. 

The first problem we faced was trying to 
read the packages, which were written in 
Chinese and other languages we don’t read. 
The colorful snacks caught our eyes, but we 
were skeptical because we had no idea what 
they were.

One of the few snacks whose packaging 
was labeled with English was a large red bag 
of popcorn. It wasn’t just any kind of pop-

corn: It had the tangy blaze of Sriracha that 
lit up our tastebuds. 

It disappointed us, as the taste was any-
thing but spicy and the kernels were gen-
erously seasoned with cayenne and black 
pepper. While we expected the spicy flavor 
of Sriracha to be burning our mouths, the 
popcorn tasted surprisingly bland. 

Although very discouraged at this point, 
we still decided to commit to our goal of giv-
ing this place a through trying out. Strolling 

to through the aisles, we couldn’t have been 
more confused. Colorful packages filling 
the market left us confused on what to take 
a chance with. 

We ended up grabbing a pack of cookies 
and cream-flavored Pocky sticks. The classic 
Pocky sticks coated with a layer of chocolate 
cream were already one of our favorites, so 
we decided to try out another flavor.  

The cookies and cream Pocky sticks can 
be compared to Oreos but without as much 
chocolate. Although each Pocky stick tasted 
delectable, the snack was nothing special. 

After gaining a little bit more hope in our 
endeavour, the two of us had a little more 
confidence as we approached the asian 
snacks, one of which was soon to be in our 
judgment. 

We decided to get more “exotic”: We 
tried Ramune-flavored gummies. Though 
Ramune is a popular carbonated drink in 
Japan, we had never tasted it before, so we 
had no clue how the gummies were going 
to taste. 

After trying it, we both concluded that it 
wasn’t particularly good. The gummy’s taste 
hinted at a fresh sweetness with a tiny bit of 
citrus, but overall, none of the flavors played 
to our tastes, so we decided to leave it be-
hind. 

We then tried matcha wafers. While 
Muthu really liked the sweet and took the 
rest of the bag home for her enjoyment, Ava 
could barely finish the one she had put in 
her mouth. 

As we saw each other’s polar opposite 
reaction, we cried with laughter. The wafers 
were exactly as advertised: green tea fla-
vored biscuits.

Leaving the store, we learned that going 
out of our comfort zones isn’t all that ter-
rible. 

In fact, we both liked most of the snacks 
and we jumped at the chance to try these 
new foods. So next time we find ourselves 
wondering what to order, we’ll be trying out 
more “exotic” plates. u

The cookies and cream 
Pocky sticks can be closely 

compared to Oreos but 
without as much chocolate.
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