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A� ermath of the election heard around the world

At Palo Alto High School, 
the Class of 2017 has the choice 
of submitting through Com-
mon Apps their weighted or 
unweighted GPAs. But it was 
brought to the school board’s 
attention that having weighted 
GPAs might increase stress lev-
els, as APs and Honors grades 
are reported on a 5.0 scale. 

Yet at their district counter-
part, Gunn High School, stu-
dents get their weighted GPAs 
sent on their o�  cial transcripts 
through Common Apps, per-
haps putting the seniors at Palo 
Alto at a certain disadvantage.

“� e Palo Alto seniors 
were complaining because the 
school was only submitting 
their unweighted GPAs, and 
their transcripts looked worse 
than those of Gunn,” Palo Alto 
sophomore Jeseop Hwang said.

� is di� erence in 5.0 grade-
point versus 4.0 grade-point 

systems has stirred controversy 
in both schools. In response, 
Palo Alto High School and the 
Palo Alto Uni� ed School Dis-
trict (PAUSD) have decided to 
allow Palo Alto students to sub-
mit their weighted GPAs through 
the Common Application.  

Initially, PAUSD wanted 
to implement Palo Alto’s un-
weighted GPA system amongst 
all schools to close the “gap” 
between the two student bod-
ies. Both the Palo Alto prin-
cipal and the district board 
agree that because every high 
school weighs GPAs di� er-
ently, most highly selective col-
leges will ignore weighted GPAs. 

However, most of the district’s 
students and parents, primarily 
from Palo Alto, argued for the 
implementation of the weighted 
GPA system. � ey feared that 
the di� erences in systems could 
negatively a� ect students’ col-
lege options and ability to apply

Whenever assistant principal 
Brian � ompson feels stressed 
or overwhelmed, one of his main 
ways to cope is to exercise. Follow-
ing his lead, the school implement-
ed a new program called “Move-
ember” in an e� ort to encourage 
exercise during one of the tough-
est months of the school year. 

According to � ompson, the 
idea came from last year’s profes-
sional development work with the 
school, where the administration 
worked on removing systems that 

contributed to student stress. Stu-
dents jumped rope, hula hooped, 
played ultimate frisbee and more. 

“Physical activity is one of 
those important things that we can 
do when we’re feeling stressed,” 
� ompson said. “Doing something 
physical makes a di� erence in 
how we feel and helps us get some 
of that stress out of our system.”

Each department sponsored 
a di� erent event during tuto-
rial — for example, social stud-
ies sponsored an open gym, 
special education sponsored

‘Move-ember’ encourages 
students to become active

� e GPA Debate

Internet of Things
We need to � x the internet 
before we lose all of our pri-
vacy. pg. 10

OPINION
SPIRIT

GRADES

BY AshleySu
& KatherineZhou

Students play a game of Ultimate Frisbee on the upper � eld on Nov. 17.

TALK OF PALO ALTO’S 4.0 SCALE 
SPREADS TO NEARBY SCHOOLS

As the states of the elec-
toral map started turning 
red on Nov. 8, an increasing 
sense of horror and disbelief 
struck many in the Saratoga 
community, with people 

posting their thoughts on 
social media.

Most expressed shock 
that America could vote 
Donald Trump into power 
while some others were 
joyous at the surprise loss 
by Hillary Clinton. But 

whatever side people stood 
on, as soon as they o� ered 
their opinion, others would 
pounce to disagree, dis-
tancing friends and family 
members from each other.

In terms of “shock value,” 
AP Govt./Econ. Teacher 

Hana Chen believes this 
election presented many 
lessons.

“Another thing that 
happened is that it seems 
Clinton was just not able to 
mobilize and appeal to ur-
ban voters in the way that 

Barack Obama was in 2008 
and 2012,” Chen said.

Moreover, Chen attri-
butes the inaccuracy of poll-
sters to the Bradley e� ect, 
which occurs when people 
do not tell pollsters who 
they are really voting for, 

but instead the politically 
correct choice.

Chen said that variations 
like this normally count for 
a 3 percent swing, but polls 
also missed the demographic

BY SherrieShen
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& MichelleLee

TRUMP VICTORY

Princeton University wasn’t initially 
on senior Anna Zhou’s application list. 
It’s an extremely selective school with an 
admission rate under 7 percent, and she 
didn’t think applying would be worth it. 

In the end, Zhou did end up apply-
ing there. � e change in heart had much 

 LEGACY on pg. 3

BY KevinChow
& MichaelZhang
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BORN WITH SILVER SPOON, 
STUDENTS GAIN ADVANTAGES 
FROM PARENTS’ COLLEGE TIES

Courtesy of TALISMAN 
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BORN TO ASK       Senior Nathan Ching, dressed as a newborn, performs an elaborate skit to ask 
senior Kailyn Koerber to Winter Formal in the quad on Nov. 17. She said “Yes!” 

With the winter concert series 
starting in December, the vari-
ous music ensembles are in the 
process of preparing their perfor-
mance pieces. In particular, the 
band ensembles are struggling 
against a difficult time crunch,  
due to the intensity of the march-
ing season that ended in October.

For the entire fall season, the 
band’s focus has been on march-
ing band in preparation for their 
compact competition schedule. 

Almost all of their class time 
is needed to practice the mu-
sic, perfect their technique and 
to help the large freshman class 
transition from an eighth-grade 
level to a ninth-grade level of per-
formance. By the end of the sea-
son, the band members are left 
with little more than three weeks 
to put together an entire winter 
concert. 

On the other hand, choir be-
gan working on holiday music 

after their fall concert on the 
first week of October and are 
now putting finishing touches on 
their pieces. On top of that, they 
are starting to learn music for an 
additional concert on Dec. 9 with 
the San Jose Wind Symphony.

Similarly, since the orchestra 
has been working on winter con-
cert music since mid-October, 
the luxury of having more time 
has allowed them to advance fur-
ther in the rehearsing process. To 
facilitate rehearsals, the music 
teachers encourage students to 
put in effort to learn their parts 
outside of class, so that during re-
hearsals, they can focus on hear-
ing other instruments’ parts.

“It’s like the idea of actually 
doing your homework at home, 
instead of during the five minutes 
before it gets collected,” Ford ex-
plained. “Because then you’re so 
focused on getting the answers 
filled in that you aren’t listening 
to the new instruction that’s hap-
pening, or where the class is go-

ing. Rehearsal is to make music 
and hear other people’s parts.”

The Jazz Band is doing some-
thing different than usual for its 
winter performance. The concert 
will be featuring alumnus trum-
pet player Tony Glausi, who is 
coming with his quintet. 

The band will be performing 
music composed by Glausi and 
is rehearsing a piece that features 
him as a soloist. 

The orchestra is also experi-
menting with electronic instru-
ments, and is practicing “Christ-
mas Eve Sarajevo”, a kind of 
rock-pop orchestra piece.

Despite the time crunch, Shi-
uan is confident in the students’ 
ability to pull the performance 
together in time.

“I think the concert will go 
great, as long as the students con-
tinue on their trajectory.” Shiuan 
said, “It’ll be a really fun concert, 
and because it’s music that they 
really enjoy playing, they will 
perform really well.” ◆

news
briefs

    

On Tuesday, Nov. 22, physics teacher Kirk Davis donned a 
turkey costume for the “Turkey up your Teacher” senior class 
fundraiser, which raised $137.62 in total. 

The “Turkey up your Teacher” fundraiser involves stu-
dents donating their loose change into teacher jars. Students 
were allowed to vote from Nov. 16 to 5th period on Nov. 21.

Davis, who garnered the most money in his jar, won and 
had to wear the turkey costume.

Senior class president Rachel Won said there was a close 
tie between Davis, biology teacher Lisa Cochrum and Chinese 
teacher Sara Tseng, but Davis came out on top, followed by 
Tseng, and then Cochrum. 

“I snapchatted a picture to my daughter telling her I won. 
She responded saying ‘some prize,’” said Davis. “I’m still 
happy to do it. The reason I won was because some kid found 
a ten dollar bill in the parking lot and put it in my jar!”

Junior Karthik Ramachandran was thoroughly surprised 
by Davis’s costume, as he walked into AP Physics.

“We had a test that day, and I didn’t expect to see Mr. 
Davis in a turkey outfit,” Ramachandran said. “Watching Mr. 
Davis waddle around the classroom in that outfit made bear-
ing with the exam a lot easier.”

                                                                            
                — Pranav Ahuja

Senior class hosts another Thanksgiving fundraiser

Surgery complications: Robinson out until January

As the result of an unexpected second back surgery to clear 
problems from an earlier one this fall, principal Paul Robinson 
will likely miss the rest of the semester as he recovers. Assistant 
principal Brian Safine said that although Robinson wishes to be 
back as soon as possible, it is likely that he will not return until 
January. This second surgery was conducted in order to clear 
up problems with Robinson’s first back surgery on Oct. 3, which 
had already caused him to miss two weeks of school.

During this time, Robinson’s duties had been assigned to 
various administrators. In addition, Safine is again working as 
the interim principal. Since Robinson was able to communicate 
his plans to the administration early on, other administrators 
have been working to try to do as much of the work he ordinar-
ily does as possible.

“The administration miss his personality and encouraging 
leadership, but the school is definitely continuing as we had 
planned,” Safine said.

While the workload approaching finals is often challeng-
ing for students and teachers, he said the administration is in a 
good position to  handle the absence of the principal.

“It’s actually not the busiest part of the year, so we’re in 
really good shape finishing the semester out,” Safine said. 
                            

               — Michael Zhang

DANCE

MUSIC 

More than 500 students attend-
ed last year’s winter formal at the 
Children’s Discovery Museum of 
San Jose. This year, with a smaller 
venue, ASB and Dance Commis-
sion have decided to limit the 
number of students attending for-
mal to 480.  

 “With a larger venue it would 
have been difficult to have so many 
people at formal because there are 
so few administrators and super-
visors,” said head dance commis-
sioner Mervi Tan. “The  adminis-
tration would rather have a safer 
environment for people to enjoy 
themselves in.”

 Following the theme of “Winter 
Warmth: Wrapped up in light and 
life,” the dance will feature decora-
tions from the club itself, a large 
part of the reason the venue was 
chosen. 

 “The first impression we got 
from the venue was that it was cozy, 
which is why we wanted to make it 
‘Winter Warmth,’” said dance com-
missioner Christine Wang. “It’s like 
a ‘warm’ thought. Once people see 
the venue they will understand.”

 Students such as senior Nathan 

Ching are excited for a change of 
place in venue, as it is more “out 
there” and original, and believe 
that Leadership is “stepping up 
their game” in terms of the school’s 
Winter Formals. 

Ticket sales, originally $40 for 
ASB and $45 for students without 
ASB, were  $45 ASB and $50 with-
out until Nov. 30.

The commissioners have also 
chosen to give two tickets to the 
winners of an asking competi-
tion. Ten people will be nominated 
based on the number of likes the 
asking receives on the SHS Askings 
Facebook page, and the winners 
will ultimately be determined by 
either the ASB or dance commis-
sion. 

For his part, Ching wanted to 
make his last asking special. In-
spired  by a YouTube video he 
found online, Ching’s unique ask-
ing attracted a crowd of students 
during tutorial.

 “I hid under a table in a diaper 
and I had my friend pretend he was 
in labor and he ‘gave birth’ to me,” 
Ching said. “The pun was that ‘I 
was born to go to formal with you.’”

 The winners of the asking con-
test will be revealed a week before 

formal. The dance will include mu-
sic from DJ Delicious, and a photo-
booth with  polaroid pictures will 
be available for students. The back-
ground of these polaroid pictures 
feature a breathtaking view of the 
entire city of San Jose. 

Professional photos from Now 
and Forever Studios will be taken 
in the cafeteria at 5 p.m. on Dec. 10 
and photo slot signups can be ac-
cessed after purchasing tickets. 

“We’ll also have other events 
going on if people don’t want to 
dance,” Tan said. “We’re going to 
put on Christmas movies and have 
cards and board games.”

The dance will also feature food 
catered by the country club itself. 
A chocolate fondue fountain and a 
sundae bar have been included as 
part of the menu. 

Pizza and beverages will be pro-
vided at the school beforehand.

 According to Tan, preparations 
for this year’s formal started last 
June, and the venue was chosen 
during the summer. 

 “It’s just been two months of 
hard work,” Tan said. “I think [the 
tickets] are probably going to sell 
out really soon so people should 
buy their tickets early!” ◆

Smaller formal fits ‘Winter Warmth’ theme 

Ensembles prepare for winter concerts

BY HarshiniRamaswamy

picturethis

falconfi gures

—  Emily Chen

BY ElaineFan

                                Courtesy of the TALISMAN
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to do with her parents, not only be-
cause they felt that Zhou should give 
it a shot, but also because her father is 
a graduate of the school.

� is makes her a legacy candidate 
for the school, meaning that at least 
one of an applicant’s parents went to 
the college, they gain a better chance 
of admission at some schools. 

A� er examining the legacy status 
at 30 selective colleges, a researcher at 
Harvard University found that lega-
cies received a 23.3 percentage-point 
bene� t in the application process, ac-
cording to � e Chronicle of Higher 
Education.

Harvard has an acceptance rate 
four times higher for legacy appli-
cants than that for regular applicants, 
according to � e Daily Princeton-
ian. Princeton University, � e Daily 
Princetonian says, has acceptances 
for legacies as high as six times that of 
regular applicants.

According to guidance counselor 
Monique Young, the favoritism to ap-
plicants whose parents attended the 
school is, essentially, due to money. 

Many colleges want to “keep it 
in the family.” � e reasoning is that 
legacies have more or less of the same 
attitude about education and the val-
ues of the school as their parents, she 
said. And with that is the possibility of 
more money in donation as a sort of 
profession of loyalty, especially with 
private colleges.

Young’s observation is backed by 
data from the Voluntary Support of 
Education, a survey by the nonpro� t 
Council for Aid to Education. � e 
survey found that in 2015, alumni 
donated $650 million to Harvard and 
$400 million to Princeton. Princeton 
topped the list of colleges with a high-
est percentage of donating alumni at 
63 percent.

With those � gures in consider-
ation, it’s no wonder that some col-
leges favor the children of alumni. 

Di� erent colleges, however, usu-
ally have varying policies regarding 
legacy. While private schools favor 
legacy applicants, public schools do 
not factor whether someone’s parents 
graduated from the school into their 
admissions decisions.

According to public school Uni-
versity of Illinois Urbana-Champaign 
admission o�  cer Samantha Rose-
Sinclair, legacy is not considered at 
all in the admission process. � eir 
philosophy is that “students should be 
considered using their own merit, not 
their parents.”

Even though many private schools 
do have high rates of legacy accep-
tance, other private institutions, such 
as the Massachusetts of Institute and 
Technology (MIT) and the California 
Technical University (CalTech), don’t 

consider legacy.
Considering the numbers and 

the perception that it favors the rich, 
legacy has long been a source of con-
troversy, as opponents argue that it 
creates a plutocracy, with alumni do-
nations working as a way to purchase 
an admission.

In truth, though, legacy has been 
ruled to be legal. While the equal 
protection clause of the 14th Amend-
ment forbids discrimination by race, 
there is nothing against discrimina-
tion by the education of one’s parents. 
� e court upheld the legality of leg-
acy admission policies in the district 
court case Rosenstock v. Governors of 
University of North Carolina in 1976.

Zhou thinks that the problem with 
legacy is that it urges students to at-
tend certain colleges simply because 
they are comparatively easier to get 
into, not necessarily because they 
are the better � t. She doesn’t think it 
should be that way. “You’re a di� er-
ent person from your parents. I think 
just basing it o�  of your high school 
results and essays [is how applicants 
should be considered].”

Additionally, senior Harrison 
Cui, who has legacy to Harvard be-
cause his parents graduated from the 
school, believes that the preference 
for legacies also has to do with the in-
ferred wealth and upbringing of those 
born to parents who have graduated 
from the college.

When looking at the data, it’s clear 
that legacy exerts a signi� cant in� u-
ence on admissions decisions. Col-
leges do have their reason for valuing 
legacy, even though it faces criticism 
and can be seen as an unfair method 
to judge applicants.

Cui acknowledges this, but points 
out that legacy is just a component 
that a select number of students, es-
pecially those  in a well-educated city, 
are lucky enough to have.

“It’s unfair,” Cui said. “But it’s unfair 
in the same way that we are born with 
opportunities few others have.” ◆

� is November, senior William 
Hu and his team of two others from 
New York and Wisconsin won Top 
Honors in the Regional Siemens 
Competition, moving him on to 
the National Finals in Washington, 
D.C. 

� is puts Hu among the top 1 
percent of more than 2,000 students 
who applied to the competition.

Hu described the results as 
“shocking” and “completely unex-
pected.”

Hu spent six-and-a-half weeks 
researching dental pulp stem cells 
and their growth and di� erentia-
tion on a variety of surface topog-
raphies. 

His research began a� er the re-
alization that many people close to 
him had a variety of problems with 
their teeth. While attending Garcia, 
a summer materials science pro-
gram in New York, he began formal 
research on a problem important to 
him in early July. 

As for any type of scienti� c re-
search, especially that involving 
cells that require careful manipula-
tion and observation, he said prog-
ress was di�  cult. 

“A good day was when we made 
even a little bit of progress,” he ex-
plained. “We would just have to 
wait most of the time.”

With a team of two other high 
school students from New York 
and Wisconsin, Hu carried out a 
process placing STEM cells on a 

variety of rough surfaces. � e pur-
pose was to see the e� ect of these 
surfaces on stem cell di� erentiation 
and proliferation. � eir conclusion: 
� e cells developed best on porous 
surfaces, like those that mimicked 
the surface of dentin. 

� eir daily work consisted 
mainly of waiting, a� er synthesiz-

ing various surface mediums, for 
the cells to di� erentiate and divide.

Eventually, the team members 
were able to submit their research 
paper on Sept. 18, two days before 
it was due. 

“� at got quite frantic,” Hu said. 
In October, Hu was noti� ed that 

he was o�  cially a Siemens Compe-
tition Regional Finalist — but that 
wasn’t all. A� er Hu and his team 
gave a presentation on Nov. 12 in 
the school’s o�  ce conference room 
as part of the regional level of the 
competition, they received results 
three days later that they would be 
moving on to the national level of 
the competition.

From this experience, Hu has 
mixed feelings about the process 
involved in research.

“Research is really painful,” he 
said. “It can be quite a di�  cult pro-
cess as you have to account for dif-
ferent things that you don’t expect.”

However, he said, research is 
also a rewarding experience be-
cause of “that feeling of discovering 
something new.”

For Hu, the Siemens competi-
tion is just one part of the journey.

 Hu said that he’s interested in 
further exploring cell responses in 
college, possibly continuing his re-
search. 

“I’ve done a bit with cell biol-
ogy and regenerative medicine, but 
there’s a lot I haven’t even touched 
on,” Hu said. “My dream is to at-
tend a research institution so that 
I can continue to explore the ques-
tions of science in the future.” ◆

BY KevinChow
& DavidFan

Of the four candidates who 
ran for a Los Gatos-Saratoga 
Union High School District 
Board position at the High 
School level, incumbents 
Rosemary Rossi and Kather-
ine Tseng � lled the two avail-
able positions, winning 30.4 
percent and 30.1 percent of 
the votes respectively. Saratoga 
parent Ron Jones got 21.8 per-
cent and Los Gatos parent Kyle 
Park received 17.6 percent.

Rossi, a retired high school 
science teacher who has held 
a board position since 2008, 
advocated for a positive envi-
ronment, focusing on student 
connections, ethical integrity 
and academic success. Her ex-
perience as current vice presi-
dent of the high school board 
helped her promote a cam-
paign that led to her election. 

Rossi said she wants to in-
tegrate an educational system 
that blends well with newer 
and more innovative routine 
that students can relate to 
more easily. 

“I have consistently pushed 
for better education through 
new technology and innova-
tive educational methods,” 
Rossi said in an interview with 
� e Mercury News. “� e Me-
dia Arts Program at Saratoga 
High School and the New Tech 
Program at Los Gatos High 
School are cutting edge edu-

cational programs that help 
students succeed in a variety 
of career paths.”

Like Rossi, Tseng has expe-
rience working on the school 
board. She has served as a vol-
unteer in local schools for the 
past 18 years, and since 2012 
she has been the elected board 
member for the Los Gatos-
Saratoga High School Board, 
appointed board member for 
the District Budget Advisory 
Committee and appointed 
board member of the District 
Audit Committee. 

Tseng says that she will use 
her experience to help ensure 
a � scal responsibility in the 
district budget and her lead-
ership roles such as President 
of Argonaut School PTA and 
Redwood Middle School PTA 
make her a strong believer in 
community engagement. 

Tseng’s top three priorities 
for her campaign were excel-
lence in academics and ex-
tracurricular programs for all 
students, community engage-
ment and students’ social and 
emotional well-being. 

As the elected school 
board members, both Tseng 
and Rossi will be required to 
take part in voting for school 
measures and they will be pre-
sented with updates by di� er-
ent departments from SHS 
and LGHS, including ongoing 
projects like the new music 
building and police a�  liation 
with the schools. 

“I believe that education 
is the best investment for our 
society, and it is a joint e� ort 
of families, schools and com-
munity,” Tseng said. “With 
passion and commitment, I 
will strive to ensure that our 
students receive the best edu-
cation to prepare them for 
college, careers and ful� lling 
lives.” ◆

BY MichelleLee

dodgeball and the Leadership 
class sponsored four lunchtime 
activities. 

Leadership, administration 
and guidance partnered up to 
host a larger event, the Turkey 
Trot, on Nov. 22. � e PTSO pro-
vided a free slice of Pizza My 
Heart pizza for every mile that a 
participant walked or ran.

� ompson said that Move-
ember was “truly a school-wide 
event” because there were con-
tributions from everyone in the 
school, including all teachers. 

“� e task at hand was for 
each group to come up with 
an event that would encourage 
our student body to get up and 
move, use physical activity and 
do things that are di� erent from 
what we normally do on campus 
during tutorial or lunchtime,” 
� ompson said.

For example, the freshman 
class o�  ce put on an ultimate 
frisbee game at lunch on Nov. 15.

“We chose ultimate frisbee 
because it’s a game everyone en-
joys that keeps you active,” fresh-
man class o�  cer Vivian Lin said. 

Lin was surprised by the 
number of people who showed 
up, around 60, considerably 
more than what she expected. 
Many watched the game from 
the sidelines as well.

“We don’t get a lot of opportu-
nities in high school to play ulti-
mate frisbee, since everyone uses 
tutorial and lunch to study or 
do homework,” Lin said. “� ese 
games all bring back memories 
from middle school and elemen-
tary school, allowing people to 
have a lot of fun that they usually 
don’t have.”

Although it was di�  cult to 
organize 13 events in 12 days, 
� ompson said, the implemen-
tation of Move-ember was suc-
cessful, with growing participa-
tion. 

About 60 students participat-
ed on the � rst day, 80 students on 
the second day, 90 students on 
the third day and 350 students 
and faculty came out to the Tur-
key Trot event. � ompson hopes 
to continue Move-ember in fu-
ture years.

“What I’d like is for students 
and adults to remember that 
when they have that sensation 
of stress in their life and they’re 
feeling overwhelmed, there 
should be a checklist of things 
we do,” � ompson said. “In that 
checklist, physical � tness and 
physical activity should be one 
of our options at all times.” ◆

Senior’s Siemens success started with summer program

LGSUHSD Elections: 
Incumbents retain
school board positions 

“A good day was when 
we made even a little 
bit of progress.”

William Hu SENIOR

LEGACY
continued from pg. 1

ACTIVITY
continued from pg. 1

Rossi
30.4 percent
(re-elected)

Tseng
30.1 percent
(re-elected)

Jones
21.8 percent

Park
17.6 percent

“I believe that 
education is the best 
investment for our 
society.”

Katherine Tseng
INCUMBENT
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Homeschooling offers more freedom
BY LeenaElzeiny
& KittyHuang

 It was the end of her freshman 
year when now-sophomore Joan 
McCarthy received her spring 
writing assessment back. Her 
frustration grew as she realized 
she received the same score as she 
did at the beginning of the year. 
 “I didn’t feel what I was learning 
was showing up,” McCarthy said. 
“School was very monotonous 
for me because I wanted more 
things in my curriculum.”
 Fed up with the traditional 
high school regimen, she 
withdrew from SHS and enrolled 
in an online public school called 
Connections Academy, where she 
learns with lesson plans, assigned 
readings and multimedia. 
 While her twin sister Marie 
McCarthy still attends classes 
here, Joan McCarthy chose a 
di� erent path. She is taking 
Algebra 2 Honors, English 10 
Honors, Chemistry Honors, 
World History Honors, Spanish 
3, Speech and Debate, Personal 
Fitness and Intro to Business—all 
online.
 Connections Academy is 
available in 28 states for all grades. 
Being homeschooled, McCarthy 
enjoys the freedom to choose 
classes from a much broader 
selection than she was o� ered at 
SHS, which she believed was too 
focused on STEM subjects.
 “� ere is more to this world 
than just the basic STEM prin-
ciples,” McCarthy said.

 In particular, McCarthy 
disapproved of the school’s lack 
of a business class, a � eld she is 
considering as a career.
 McCarthy’s freedom in 
education stretches beyond the 
classes she may take. Now that 
her schedule is freed from the 
eight school hours, McCarthy is 
able to enrich her days with more 
extracurricular activities.

 Her day begins at 8 a.m., if she 
is up for it, so that she can make 
it to an open ballet class until 11. 
However, because she is not en-
rolled, McCarthy may choose to 
opt out and focus on schoolwork, 
or even sleep in.
 Traditional high school starts 
at a given time, “whether you are 
exhausted or not,” said McCarthy. 
She had always prioritized sleep, 
and she feels that tardies and de-
tentions given to sleep-deprived 
students are unfair.
 A� erwards, she does 
schoolwork needed for her 
classes. She strives to � nish it by 
3 p.m., and she sometimes works 
ahead, accomplishing two days of 
work.

 “It gives me more control over 
my educational career,” she said. 
 Although McCarthy said she 
bene� ts from her online school 
system, she also sees that some of 
the teachers are better at SHS. 
 “You don’t get to communi-
cate with people in the same way 
as you do in school, and it’s a 
lot easier to talk and learn from 
teachers at SHS,” said McCarthy. 

“However, I joined 
Connections because 
many public schools 
promote poor moral-
ity and promiscuous 
behavior, which has a 
negative e� ect on the 
students,” she said, 
without speci� cs.

As part of her so-
cial life, McCarthy is 
involved in the GIFT 

program, where student produc-
tions are scripted, casted and per-
formed for charity with only the 
help of teenagers. 
 When rehearsing for a GIFT 
production, she is surrounded 
by her fellow actors and friends. 
Here, she connects with old 
friends and makes new ones.
 McCarthy says she is content 
with her home schooling 
decision, especially since her 
stress levels are lower than ever.
 “I realized I was not getting 
as much out of it as I wanted to,” 
McCarthy said. “� is traditional 
system of schooling might work 
for others, but it doesn’t � t me. 
It shouldn’t be a one-size � ts all 
thing.” ◆

Movie promotes change
Dating violence a� ects one 

in every three women and one 
in every four men, according to 
Melanie Sperling, a coordina-
tor of the One Love Foundation. 
People from ages 16 to 24 have a 
three times greater risk of having 
an abusive relationship than most 
others do.

Considering how common dat-
ing violence is, CASSY went to 
teacher Hana Chen’s AP Govern-
ment/Economic classes on Nov. 4 
to discuss a movie called “Escala-
tion,” a 90-minute drama � lm cre-
ated by the One Love Foundation 
and dedicated to Yeardley Love, a 
senior from the University of Vir-
ginia who was struck to death by 
her abusive boyfriend in 2010.

In one scene, the protagonist’s 
boyfriend, Chase, dragged Paige 
by the neck across the quad for 
talking to a male. 

As that scene continued in 
Chen’s seventh-period, senior 
Simrun Buttar felt shocked. Such 
an overreaction caught Buttar’s at-

tention, opening her eyes to how 
quickly a normal relationship can 
become unhealthy.

“� e � lm showed me how it is 
up to us to recognize these signs of 
a potentially dangerous relation-
ship before anything goes wrong,” 
Buttar said.

According to Sperling, the 
foundation’s main goal is to edu-
cate students through the creation 
of “Escalation.”

“We see this workshop as a 
catalyst for a larger movement at 
college,” Sterling said. 

Originally, CASSY counselor 
Kim Cousens wanted to partici-
pate because she believed students 
should understand this informa-
tion to protect others.

So far, Cousens has given the 
dating violence presentation to 
Chen’s classes. She hopes to visit 
more classrooms to spread this 
knowledge to students.

“I really believe that one of the 
things that CASSY can do here at 
Saratoga  High  is  to  provide  a 
continuum of support,” Cousens 
said. ◆

BY DavidFan“� ere is more to 
this world than just 
the basic STEM 
principles.”

Joan McCarthySOPHOMORE

Courtesy of Regenade Production

Main character Paige fears the wrath of her abusive boyfriend, Chase, in 
“Escalation,” an educational � lm by the One Love Foundation.
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Like many other parents, junior Kyle 
Wang’s father, Yanbin Wang, o� en stops 
to take a look at the noti� cations of news 
and announcements in his neighborhood 
from the site Nextdoor. 

Nextdoor is a free private social net-
work where neighbors can work together 
to build safer and better communities by 
posting on the site. People in the same 
designated neighborhood can quickly get 
the word out about break-ins, announce 
upcoming events or ask for help to � nd 
a lost pet. 

Nextdoor has been popular with 
adults across various Saratoga neighbor-
hoods; parents, especially, use the plat-
form to be informed about di� erent is-
sues and events around the community. 
To Wang, the most important ones are 
crime incidents and prevention measures, 
school-related issues such as last year’s 
bell schedule controversy, city events and 
recommendations for help such as con-
tractors, gardeners and tutors. 

Jenell Doyen, mother of sophomore 
Colette Doyen, has also been checking 
Nextdoor for the past � ve months, and 
like many other parents, uses it to be in-
formed on the happenings in her neigh-
borhood. 

“I o� en see posts about upcoming 
events or opportunities around the neigh-
borhood. Since we don’t see the neighbors 
o� en, it’s nice to stay connected to the 
community,” she said.

Nextdoor also contributes to the safety 
in a community. If there’s a robbery or a 
suspicious person is spotted, people will 
put out a warning or post that something 
was stolen. 

In addition to the many parents on 
Nextdoor, several students have found 
the site useful when looking for jobs like 
babysitting.

“It’s a really good opportunity because 
you don’t have to ask your neighbors 
door-to-door for babysitting jobs any-
more,” sophomore Isabelle Rieken said. 

Rieken started using Nextdoor be-

cause a friend of hers had recommended 
it for � nding babysitting jobs. On Next-
door, someone searching for a job can 
post a pro� le on the forum that includes 
contact information and reasons why he 
or she is � t for the job. 

Soon a� er Rieken posted her pro� le, 
she received several replies from parents 
who were interested. A� er interviewing 
and negotiating prices with the parents, 
Rieken started babysitting for two fami-
lies, one with a 5-year-old and one with 
a 9-year-old.

Since Nextdoor is a private network, 
users must provide their real names and 
verify their home addresses when signing 
up. However, Rieken was still cautious at 
� rst about working for someone she had 
never met.

“You never know who’s on the website 
or who’s asking you to babysit,” Rieken 
said. “I asked for an interview so I could 
meet them � rst.” 

According to many of the users, Next-
door is a perfect platform for people 
within the same neighborhood to com-
municate and interact with each other, 
and even reach out for help when needed. 

“It is nice to know that the people liv-
ing in the same neighborhood share the 
same concerns on a lot of issues, even 
though people don’t always agree with 
each other,” Wang said. ◆

for merit-based scholarships.
“It’s easy to jump on a bandwagon that a 

weighted GPA would potentially make one 
student’s GPA look more attractive than the 
rest,” Gunn senior Jenna Marvet wrote in an 
opinion piece in the Gunn Oracle support-
ing the unweighted GPA system.

In reality, Marvet said, increasing a stu-
dent’s GPA with the weight does not really 
matter because colleges will calculate GPA 
the way they want anyway.

Many Saratoga students agree that those 
who take the challenge of harder classes 
should be awarded with a grade boost be-
cause Honors and AP classes require more 
e� ort and time in terms of homework and 
studying.

“In the case of Trignometry/Precalculus 
Honors and Trignometry/Precalculus Reg-
ular, the di�  culty between the two classes 
is immense, almost drawing parallel to the 
di� erence between an AP class and a regular 
class,” junior Charles Qi said. 

Yet having an unweighted GPA system 
was argued to help reduce student stress 
by decreasing the need to take harder and 
unnecessary classes just for the extra grade 
boost. 

Superintendent Max McGee of the 
PAUSD wrote in a sta�  report that having 
weighted GPAs only contributes to a “hy-
per-competitive culture and self-in� icted 
pressure to get As and to take as many APs 
as possible.”

At Saratoga, science teacher Jenny Garcia 
said that teachers have discussed the bene-
� ts of switching to an unweighted GPA scale 
at some faculty meetings. 

“We want students to take classes be-
cause they’re interested in the subject,” Gar-
cia said. “By putting a weight on that grade, 
you’re � lling those classes with students 
who care more about the GPA than the sub-
ject matter, and that’s not healthy.”

Similarly, in Palo Alto, in an open letter 
with 68 signatures to the PAUSD board of 
education, teachers said that adding weight-
ed GPAs would elevate the already competi-
tive AP culture at the expense of electives, 
enable ranking of students and lead to the 
“pressure to revive the abandoned practice 
of naming a ‘valedictorian’ and ‘salutato-
rian.’”

Despite the bene� ts argued by many 
teachers at Saratoga, the issue has not yet 
been brought to the school board. 

� e Saratoga administration has been 
open to changing the grade-point scale in 
order to reduce student stress, assistant 
principal Brian Sa� ne said.

“We’re always evaluating our practices 
and thinking about what’s best for our stu-
dents,” Sa� ne said. “I can point to statistical 
data that would suggest eliminating pluses 
and minuses would help a student’s GPA, so 
if we have evidence like that for other grade 
issues, we would always be willing to take a 
look at it.” ◆
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of uneducated rural white voters — many 
of whom felt the government had le�  them 
behind — and showed up in this election as 
rarely seen before to support Trump.

“� ey don’t have hate in their heart,” 
Chen said. “But what they do have is a 
sense that government has failed them; 
Donald Trump to them looks like someone 
who’s going to shake things up.”

Although Chen does not take a stance 
on the election, she has seen the a� ermath 
of this “shock value,” a divided America, 
and encouraged all her eligible students to 
vote, no matter who it is that they vote for.

Sophomore Rohan Pandey, who openly 
voices support for Trump, said that al-
though he does not agree with Trump’s 
stance on social issues like abortion rights 
and environmental regulations, he thinks 
Trump’s foreign policy will be an improve-
ment from the Obama administration.

He attributes part of Trump’s success to 
citizens who want new faces that will bring 
actual change to the government and their 
mistrust of Clinton.

“People believed Trump was the right 
one to challenge the establishment, but the 
mainstream media was extremely biased 
against him,” Pandey said. “In the end, high 
rural voter turnouts, which was galvanized 
by the bias of the media, contributed to a 
Trump success.”

However, the majority of Saratoga 
High’s students still expressed anti-Trump 
sentiments, as a combined mock vote of 
MAP 10, 11 and 12 classes recorded a 67 
percent support rate for Clinton and a 
mere 7 percent voting for Trump. Results 
from Government/Economics classes fol-
lowed the same pattern: 71 percent voted 
Clinton and 8 percent voted for Trump. 
� ird-party candidates such as Jill Stein of 
the Green Party and Gary Johnson of the 
Libertarian Party drew the other votes.

With the nation’s political climate split 
nearly in half between those who believe 
in the president-elect’s promises of a bet-
ter future and those who fear he will follow 
through on divisive campaign rhetoric and 
begin targeting groups such as Mexicans 
and Muslims, Chen thinks both sides need 
to try to � nd common ground.

“� ere’s a palpable sense of a broken 
heart or deep disappointment,” Chen said. 
“How do we heal? We choose love, we 
choose support, we choose inclusion, and 
those are the things we heal from.” ◆

In the central plaza of Google’s Moun-
tain View campus, eight girls from the 
Women in STEM (WiSTEM) club gazed 
at the tall glass buildings internally lit by 
lights as workers bustled about their daily 
business on Nov. 14.

� e tour was organized by Dongni Chen, 
the mother of junior Vivian Luo, who vol-
unteered to host the girls at her workplace.
When the girls arrived at Google, Chen led 
them to a conference room, where she and 
her team work in Displaying Ads, the sec-
ond largest of Google’s departments.

Dongni introduced herself and pre-
pared a series of three female guest speak-
ers for the girls. � e speakers, talking for 30 
minutes each, explained their experiences 
and shared advice for girls interested in the 
tech industry, said junior Stacey Chen, who 
participated in the tour. Stacey said that a 
common theme among the speakers was 
that learning in the industry is very di� er-
ent from learning in the classroom.

“It was so great to hear from so many 
experts in the industry,” Stacey said. “I 
felt encouraged to not only study hard in 
school, but also to go for opportunities in 
the workplace.

In fact, Dongni, who trains Google in-

terviewers, gave the girls a few tips if they 
ever got an interview at Google. 

During the technical interview, Dongni 
said, the interviewer might ask the inter-
viewee to write a piece of code to solve a 
problem. Although the interviewee might 
not know the answer right away, they 
should walk the interviewer through their 
steps. � e ability to communicate ideas is 
how an interviewer knows if the prospec-
tive employee would be a good worker on 
a team.

A� er the speakers talked to the girls, 

they walked around the quad, looking at 
the various forms of entertainment that 
Google employees are o� ered: a volleyball 
court, a mini golf course and a take-out 
diner, as well as a cafeteria. 

� e campus was “like a utopia,” Stacey 
said. It was a “utopia” where Dongni and 
her three coworkers found a place to ex-
press their passion in the sciences. 

“I am really happy to see girls that are 
interested in STEM,” Dongni said, “and I 
hope to see some of [them] become my co-
workers in the foreseeable future.” ◆

Nextdoor: a community convenience

WiSTEM club tours Google campus

BY FrancescaChu
& KittyHuang

BY CaitlynChen
& SherrieShen

“In the end, high rural 
voter turnouts, which was 
galvanized by the bias of 
the media, contributed to a 
Trump success.”

Rohan PandeySOPHOMORE
Many Saratoga students 

agree that those who take the 
challenge of harder classes 
should be awarded with a 

grade boost, as Honors and AP 
classes require more e� ort. 

WiSTEM club visited the Google campus on Nov. 14, guided by employee Dongni Chen.
FALCON // CAITYLN CHEN
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What is the purpose of removing the grade 
boost?
� e goal is to lessen student stress by discour-
aging them from taking harder classes for the 
extra grade-point.

What are reasons for keeping the grade 
boost?
Students should be given the extra boost for 
taking harder classes that require more e� ort 
on their part. 

Controversy of Grade Boost

bigideaTH
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� e 11 girls on the dance team 
have the � rst week of March circled 
on their calendars because that is 
the week they will be in Orlando, 
Fla., at the USA Nationals dance 
competition.

� is year’s event is not only far-
ther away than usual (it’s usually in 
Anaheim) but also a month sooner 
— leading them to a time crunch in 
preparation for the event.

“I’m nervous because we have to 
get our dances ready for competi-
tion, but there isn’t much time le� ,” 
sophomore Chloe Peng said. 

Due to a late start on choreogra-
phy and an earlier date for nation-
als, the dance team has a shortened 
competition season this year from 
last May to March of 2017. 

Excluding the holiday breaks, the 
team only has � ve weeks to prepare 
their dances for their � rst competi-
tion in January, compared to the 10 
to 12 weeks of preparation in previ-
ous years.

“Everyone knows that we don’t 
have nearly as much time as previ-
ous years, and that can be intimidat-
ing,” senior Caroline Li said.

� is year’s choreography for the 
team has resulted in mixed feed-
back, thus lengthening the process 
of cleaning the dances even more 
since there is much to change. 

Although it is not uncommon for 
the team to tweak the choreography 
of dances in the middle of the sea-
son, the time crunch has put exten-
sive pressure on both the coach and 
the dancers. 

“We haven’t even touched one of 
our dances because the choreogra-
phy needs to be changed, and that 
process can take a while,” freshman 
Gillian Koerber said. “It is frustrat-
ing because our � rst competition is 
coming up, and none of our dances 
our ready.”

Some of the girls are also disap-
pointed that the dance season is 
ending more than a month earlier 
this year. 

According to Li, it is a shame that 
the team only has a few months of 
competition this year, since compe-
tition is such an important part of 
the dance team experience.

“School events like football games 
and rallies are fun and important 
because they promote school spirit.
However, competition is where we 
get to compare ourselves with teams 
from around our area and the en-
tire country,” Li said. “I wish we had 
more time to prepare so we can rep-
resent our school to the best of our 
ability.” ◆ 

FTC ROBOTICS DANCE

First win in competition 
boosts the team morale 

� e Cuttle� sh, one of four 
First Tech Challenge teams the 
school has this year, turned their 
hours of design, coding and con-
struction into an 18-inch-by-18 
inch robot during a competition 
at Sequoia High on Nov. 6. � ey 
were accompanied by the three 
other � sh-themed SHS teams, 
Team Jelly� sh, Team Cuttle� sh 
and Team Beta� sh.

At the competition, the SHS 
teams, as well as 12 others, 
strived to accomplish simple 
goals on the � eld. Points were 
awarded when robots pushed 
buttons, parked using only so� -
ware and shot balls. Each round, 
two teams were selected to go 
against two other teams.

During the competition, Team 
Cuttle� sh raised the ball over 
50 inches, an objective called 
capping that awarded them 40 
points. Cuttle� sh won eight out 
of their nine matches, leading 
them to win � rst place.

“� e capping mechanism 
made us unique and it didn’t 
con� ict with any of the other 
robots,” sophomore Ankur Garg 
said.

Team Cuttle� sh will be able 
to attend NorCal Regionals and 
maybe even nationals.

However, Team Cuttle� sh 
worries that capping the ball will 
not be enough for future tourna-
ments. � ey have consequently 
signed up for a tournament in 
January in order to give them 
time to create a faster, more ef-
� cient version of the capping 
mechanism. � ey plan to com-
pletely scrap the original ver-
sion, which picked up the ball 
by li� ing it like a spoon, and go 

with a version that will clamp 
onto the ball.

“If we have an active grabber, 
instead of just a forkli� , it will be 
a lot better, a lot faster, and over-
all a lot more points,” said fresh-
man Sahaj Rastogi, head of the 
so� ware team.

While the upcoming tourna-
ment requires major updates to 
their robot, Garg said the overall 
event was a success.

“Going to the � rst tourna-
ment was a learning experience 
because you know a lot more of 
what is going to happen going 
forward,” said Garg. “You learn 
di� erent strategies, di� erent 
ideas on what you can do in the 
future.” ◆ 

Team struggles with time 
crunch before Nationals

BY LeenaElzeiny
& MichelleLee

BY FrancescaChu
& AmyTang

“It’s frustrating because 
our � rst competition is 
coming up, and none of 
our dances are ready.”

Gillian KoerberFRESHMAN

“You learn di� erent 
strategies, di� erent 
ideas on what you 
can do in the future.”

Ankur GargSOPHOMORE

Courtesy of ROBOTICS TEAM

Freshman Katherine Peng caps a ball into the center vortex to score 
a valuable point in a Redwood City robotics competition on Nov. 6.
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I know most of us don’t want to 

revisit this nightmare, but on the 
evening of Nov. 8, with the 55 Cali-
fornia electoral votes accounted for 
and Donald Trump still leading Hill-
ary Clinton, I finished my Calculus 
homework and watched as Trump 
won the presidential election. The in-
ternet  with mixed anger, resignation 
and celebration.

Amid all the  distress, the most im-
portant issue surrounding this elec-
tion has been the First Amendment 
and how each side manipulates this 
fundamental right in a way that ben-
efits them most. 

Trump has gone as far as to say 
that flag-burning, which is protected 
as a form of protest under the First 
Amendment, should be illegal. Many 
of his supporters have denounced 
post-election protests as acts of trea-
son

Similarly, third party voters ex-
ercising freedom of speech through 
voting have been attacked by Clinton 
supporters for handing the election 
to Trump, especially in states such as 
Michigan and Florida where Trump’s 
victory margin was slim. Additionally, 
throughout the election cycle, Trump 
supporters have been branded as rac-
ists and misogynists without any real 
engaged discussion or acknowledge-
ment of other reasons as to why they 
supported him.

This election has, more than any-
thing else, revealed an enormous 
problem with modern American poli-
tics: People are only supportive of oth-
ers’ Constitutional rights if they align 
with their agenda.

Trump has shown his true, ultra-
nationalist colors by pushing to pro-
hibit freedom of expression if it criti-
cizes legitimate problems with the 
United States government. The thing 
is, he cannot expect everyone to ac-
cept his election without a ruckus 
when he has alienated and attacked 
women, minorities, immigrants and 
those with disabilities.

Clinton supporters, on the other 
hand, must realize that Trump’s elec-
tion cannot be blamed on any third 
party candidate. While Clinton cer-
tainly had more of the experience fit 
for the presidency than did Trump, 
who will be the first president to nei-
ther hold previous public office nor 
serve in the military, she was hardly 
an ideal candidate. With a track re-
cord like hers, a landslide victory 
could by no means be guaranteed, 
even if her opponent was a former re-
ality TV star.

It is not acceptable to villainize 
citizens for voting for a candidate 
with whom they felt their best inter-
ests would be represented, especially 
when neither major party candidate 
had a higher approval than disap-
proval rating.

Additionally, the suppression of 
Trump supporters’ views definitely 
influenced the wildly inaccurate polls 
that gave Clinton a 90 percent chance 
at victory as late as the morning of 
Election Day. Conservatives who were 
told for months that they were idiotic 
and bigoted without being given the 
opportunity to engage in legitimate 
discussion instead voiced their opin-
ions for the first time in the voting 
booth. Our surprise can’t be blamed 
on them.

These next four years will surely be 
unprecedented, with a climate change 
skeptic heading the Environmental 
Protection Agency transition and a 

Election 
unrest tests 
free speech

BY DavidKoh

Donald J. Trump is president-elect; 
Hillary Clinton isn’t in jail (at least 
yet). Trump called Mexicans what he 
called them; Clinton called the half of 
Americans voting for Trump a “basket 
of deplorables.” Trump mismanaged 
his mouth; Clinton mismanaged her 
emails while secretary of state. Trump 
said he’d grab women where he said he 
would; Clinton couldn’t quite grab our 
trust. 

Whether you supported Trump 
or you supported Clinton, from one 
scandal to another, both have had 
their fair share of controversy and 
media exposure. Yet the most interest-
ing thing about both of them is that, 
despite the scandals throughout the 
election, neither of their campaigns 
was derailed. 

Trump uncovered and used the 
hate culture that lies in America; he 
managed to exploit divides in gender, 
race, class and culture, which gar-
nered him the support of many.

Trump’s ability to play the people 
of our nation against each other de-
fied even the numbers. Early in the 
election, many polls saw Trump’s 
chances at winning as bleak. For ex-
ample, even hours before the election, 
on Nov. 8, Project 538 put Clinton’s 
odds at 71.4 percent and Trump’s at 
28.6 percent. Needless to say, the poll-
sters got it wrong.

This could be attributed to what 
can be called “closet racism.” Many 
people supported Trump behind 
closed doors.

This exposes the sexist and racist 
culture that has been inert in America 
until now. Trump’s propositions, poli-

cies and principles have fostered and 
sparked a culture of hatred both in the 
real world and over the Internet — he 
made us worse, but it was already in 
us. 

His campaign has created a large 
and lasting impact on our society that 
will remain simply because the issues 
he’s raised have always been there. 
Unfortunately, the end of the elections 
doesn’t mark an end of the hate cul-
ture that has consumed America any 
time soon. The fact that Trump was 
elected reveals the boiling divides that 
have lain mostly silent for many years. 
Since being elected, the Ku Klux Klan 
newspaper and former leader, David 
Duke, have come out in support of 
Trump.

Trump’s manipulation of the di-
vides within America have led to an 
increase in hate crimes, protests and 
outrage. The real question is if spark-
ing the hatred of half of America was 
worth gaining the presidency.

When you look at Clinton, the 
main issue she brings is the confron-
tation between the classes: the rich 
versus the poor. To many voters, Clin-
ton would not be a president of the 
people. Despite her attempts to prove 
otherwise, Clinton was undeniably 
one with the political establishment, 
backed by big business and Wall 
Street. 

For example, Clinton was exposed 
as a paid speaker for lobbies, earning 
up to $225,000 per speech and receiv-
ing $22 million total since resigning as 
secretary of state. Clinton’s payments 
to these corporations raised some 
skepticism as to how they could affect 
her decisions if she were to become 
president. 

Trump capitalized on this gulf be-
tween Clinton and the people by cit-
ing the $25 million that Saudi Arabia 
donated to the Clinton Foundation. 
To add salt to injury, her email scan-
dal revealed that she was closer to 
businesses and officials than she was 
to the people. 

This was a divide that Trump took 
advantage of and played himself off as 
the polar opposite, as a man with the 
concerns of his people in mind against 
someone fighting to generate more 
wealth for the elite. 

Trump’s strategy of deepening di-
vides is relevant to us in Saratoga. 
Trump’s appeal largely withers away 
in our upper-middle class perspective, 
and so we were both surprised and 
horrified when he claimed victory in 
the election. 

What we learned is that not every-
one shares in our values and beliefs, 
and Trump was the candidate meant 
to both knock some sense into both 
Clinton and us.

As America moves on into yet an-
other political era, we must keep this 
election in mind and remember that 
while a Trump presidency is a threat-
ening reality, the way in which we got 
here is the most alarming part of it all.  

Amid protests, riots and hate 
crimes, we must acknowledge that 
this only deepens the divides that 
Trump has unearthed. The only way 
we can combat these divides is to real-
ize the fact that they exist. And even 
though so much separates us, we can 
take small steps in our daily lives to 
heal the divide and eventually elect 
candidates that better reflect the ide-
als upon which America truly strives 
for. ◆

What Trump’s victory shows: 
Our differences were exploited

BY AndrewOwens

Many protesters have been 
chanting slogans in opposition to 
the president-elect Donald Trump. 
Instead, they should be chanting: 
“Hey! Hey! Ho! Ho! Millennials 
have got to vote.”

If they had voted, Trump prob-
ably wouldn’t have won. A way of  
illustrating the consequences of a 
higher millennial vote is to look at 
what the election results would have 
been if only millennials voted. In 
this scenario Clinton would have 
won 473 Electoral votes to 32 for 
Trump, according to Bloomberg 
News.

It’s true that although Trump’s 
Electoral vote total was signifi-
cantly higher than Clinton’s, he lost 
the popular vote, and the divide is 
only widening as the remaining 
votes are tallied, according to Polit-
ico. Additionally, he didn’t win by a 
large margin in the states that were 
critical to Clinton’s defeat — all in 
all, Trump’s victory came down to 
around 800,000 votes in the 13 bat-
tleground states, those that flipped 
from 2012 to 2016, or those that 
were within 5 percentage points, ac-
cording to Chuck Todd of MSNBC.

With a margin so close, it seems 
almost logical for outraged voters to 
protest. What isn’t so logical is for 
those who didn’t even bother to vote 
to protest. For example, 70 percent 
of the 112 people arrested at a riot 
in Portland on the night of Nov. 14 
didn’t vote, according to the Orego-

nian. It’s shameful for people to be 
violent under the guise of legitimate 
political concerns and be so hypo-
critical as to have not voted.

Voting might be a hassle, but 
preparing for a riot surely can’t be 
any easier. 49ers quarterback Colin 
Kaepernick is another example of 
someone who chose not to vote and 
has no right to complain if the U.S. 
goes a direction they don’t like.

If voting was the problem, 
knocking on voters’ doors could 
have been another solution. Stud-

ies like one by Yale University have 
shown that it takes about 20 phone 
calls to get one voter. This may 
sound like a high number of calls 
for one person to make, but many 
of those calls go to answering ma-
chines or dead numbers, which are 
quick and inconsequential. 

If the thousands of people who 
have been protesting on the streets 
of Los Angeles, Chicago and New 
York had spent their time voting 
and calling people, the chances of 
a Clinton victory would have in-
creased. Also, many of these pro-
tests take place in cities that are 

quite close to states that Trump 
won. If these protesters had taken 
some time and the weekend before 
the election going to talk to voters, 
they could have swayed many who 
voted for Trump. 

Polls may have shown a clear 
Clinton triumph, but if these pro-
testers care as much about the re-
sults as they seem to now, they 
should have been working to drive 
up Clinton’s presumed margin of 
victory.

What these protests are doing, 
instead, is pushing people to em-
pathize with Trump supporters, 
especially when these protests have 
become violent. In Portland, pro-
testers threw fireworks and rocks at 
police. In Los Angeles, Sacramento 
and Miami protesters blocked high-
ways and main streets. By being vio-
lent and disruptive, these protestors 
prove that it isn’t only Trump’s sup-
porters who can be deplorable. 

Republicans, on the other hand, 
rarely take to the streets when they 
lose an election. There were no 
marches down major streets when 
Obama won in 2008 and 2012. 

The violence that protesters have 
been using won’t help them. In 1968, 
Richard Nixon ran a “Law and Or-
der” campaign against the backdrop 
of race riots, caused by the death of 
Martin Luther King and dissatisfac-
tion about the speed of progress of 
relieving racial injustice. Given the 
current opportunity, Republicans 
will use this public unrest as lever-
age in the 2018 midterm elections. 

Didn’t vote? Then don’t protest

Seventy percent of the 
people arrested at a riot 
in Portland on Nov. 14 

didn’t vote.
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SAT old-new score 
conversion unfair

Unfortunately, for all who 
haven’t finished taking our 
SATs, the last fair standard-
ized general SAT test was ad-
ministered during January of 
this year. 

There are many reasons 
to dislike standardized tests, 
especially the SAT, and there 
are many reasons to call 
them unfair, but one objec-
tive truth is that the new 
SAT that uses a 1,600-point 
scale has an unfair conver-
sion system. That is to say 
that the new SAT, which was 
first administered on March, 
is unfairly scored when com-
pared to the old 2,400-point 
scale SAT. 

If colleges are to con-
vert all these scores to the 
old SAT’s 2,400-point scale, 
these conversions are math-
ematically biased toward the 
old SAT.

Whereas the new SAT has 
800 of the total 1,600 points 
from the Math section, the 
old SAT only has one third 
of its points from Math — 
that is, 800 of the 2,400 total 
points.

Some people see the high-
er weight for math as a more 
fair distribution between 
linguistic and mathemati-
cal scores, but unfortunately, 
when the new SAT scores 
are converted back to the old 
SAT scores, math scores are 
still reduced in their impor-
tance. 

In other words, whereas 
the math score accounts for 
50 percent of the total score 
on the new SAT, the math 
score on the old SAT only 
accounted for 33.3 percent 
of the total score. There-
fore, converting scores from 
the new SAT to the old SAT 
would make math weigh less 
overall, decreasing the total 
scores of those who do well 
on math.

For instance, if a student 
were to get two questions 
wrong on the math section 
of the new SAT, their score 
would be about 780 for math. 
Assuming he or she scored a 

perfect 800 on Reading and 
Writing, he or she would re-
ceive a 1,580 total on the new 
SAT. 

If the same person got two 
questions wrong on the old 
SAT, they would receive 770 
for Math and 2,370 total. But 
in reality, when the scores 
are converted using Col-
legeBoard’s conversion site, 
even when he or she received 
a 1,580 on the new SAT, his 
or her score would be only 
2,350 when converted to the 
2,400 old SAT scale, as com-
pared to a more reasonable 
2370.

Until colleges stop con-
verting scores to the 2,400 
scale, the new SAT scores will 
continue to be lowered by the 
conversion to the old SAT for 
those who excel in math.

Furthermore, even if a 
student receives a perfect 
score for the writing section 
of the new SAT, they would 
only receive an 790 out of 800 
on the old SAT. This means 
that even if a student got a 
perfect 1600 on the new SAT, 
they could only receive at 
most a 2,390 on the old SAT. 
It doesn’t seem right that 10 
points from the writing sec-
tion would just be neglected 
by the conversion. 

Therefore, instead of 
converting new SAT scores 
to a score on a 2,400 scale, 
a new conversion should be 
released for the sub sections 
of the test. This would ensure 
that the weight of the read-
ing, writing and math sec-
tions won’t be weighed dif-
ferently when grouped into a 
total score.

Additionally, these sub-
scores should be calculated 
in proportion by not only the 
number of problems, but also 
their difficulty, so every stu-
dent receives the score they 
deserve.

And although it may be 
difficult to implement and 
publish such a scoring con-
version, it would ultimately 
make the standardized-test-
ing for high school students 
closer to being standardized. 
◆

BY CaitlynChen

Fortunately, most fami-
lies in Saratoga have an an-
nual household income of 
at least $100,000. Unfor-
tunately, this means that 
these same families fail to 
qualify for need-based fi-
nancial aid.

Inevitably, many SHS 
students will end up with-
out financial aid but also 
not enough money to pay 
tuition comfortably. 

In fact, according to 
the latest edition of The 
Chronicle of Higher Edu-

cation’s “Almanac of High-
er Education,” during the 
2012-13 school year, 149 
colleges and universities 
in the U.S. charged at least 
$50,000 per year for tu-
ition, fees, and room and 
board.

Of course, the situa-
tion isn’t necessarily dire, 
but paying for two stu-
dents’ college educations 
— $100,000 in tuition per 
year — is not an easy feat 
even for high earners.

When Saratoga stu-
dents apply to Free Appli-
cation for Federal Student 

Aid (FAFSA), many aren’t 
sure why they are doing it. 
Will we even get financial 
aid? Often the answer is 
no.

FAFSA requires a 
plethora of personal in-
formation, such as your 
Social Security number, 
income tax statements and 
parent’s income. Although 
adding this information 
may seem cumbersome, it 
requires at most an hour 
with your parents and 
their Internal Revenue 
Service documents.

The benefit with FAF-

SA isn’t so much that it 
gives need-based aid, but 
that it qualifies a student 
for merit-based financial 
aid. 

Many schools, such 
as the University of Cali-
fornia Los Angeles and 
Carnegie Mellon Univer-
sity, only consider students 
for these scholarships if 
they’ve applied to FAFSA.

So rejoice — or not — 
for having parents that 
earn too much to let you 
qualify for financial aid. 
Just make sure to fill out 
your FAFSA. ◆

Too rich for FAFSA? Still apply
BY DavidFan

Naviance helps college decisions
Naviance, the website 

that provides students 
with college planning and 
career assessment tools, 
has a feature that tracks 
the numbers of college 
applications Saratoga stu-
dents send to every col-
lege. 

While many of the stu-
dents simply dismiss the 
statistics Naviance offers 
and submit their appli-
cations with the masses, 
the tracking system is a 
tool that students can and 
should use wisely.

The reason the infor-
mation must be open for 
students is that top col-
leges like Stanford tend 
to only admit one or two 
applications per school 
for early decision, no mat-
ter the rating of the high 
school. 

This becomes espe-
cially applicable knowl-
edge when Naviance tells 
seniors the number of 
people they are competing 
against, and knowing this 
useful information can 
help them decide where 
to add college financial 
expenses.

Between taking stan-
dardized tests, sending 

nearly 20 applications, 
visiting colleges across the 
country and the equivalent 
of a year’s worth of college 
tuition on private counsel-
ing, getting into college is 
only getting more expen-
sive. 

Knowing the number 
of applicants to a college 

creates a reliable baseline 
to judge the probability of 
acceptance. 

If there is a low prob-
ability of getting into the 
school because there are 
far more students apply-
ing than have traditionally 
been accepted, the student 
can reconsider in order to 

save some money, not to 
mention time.

Doing so could avoid 
the cost of multiple appli-
cations in the end, as many 
seniors apply to more col-
leges than is practical any-
way. Naviance’s tools pro-
vide a means to rationally 
cut down the numerous 
amount of options.

In addition, the system 
may help students pick 
safety schools they can ap-
ply to. 

If a school traditionally 
accepts a large proportion 
of applicants, the student 
knows that that school is 
indeed a safer choice — 
which is always helpful in 
the chaos and confusion 
of March, when seniors 
receive their rejection let-
ters.

In Naviance, any col-
lege in the U.S. can be 
typed into the search bar. 
There, students can see 
statistics from admissions 
from Saratoga High, in-
cluding average GPA and 
SAT score. 

Also included is the 
number of Saratoga stu-
dents applied and the 
number admitted for ev-
ery year, beginning in 
2008.

Of course, the informa-

tion can hurt rather than 
help seniors by adding 
stress to their already con-
voluted application pro-
cess. Yet this tool shouldn’t 
be criticized simply be-
cause of the unhealthy 
habits of few; it would be 
like banning websites that 
display college acceptance 
rates because a few stu-
dents become too scared 
to apply by looking at the 
numbers.  

If it doesn’t help, don’t 
use it. The fear of the un-
known can strike anxiety 
in the hearts of many, but 
knowing the competition 
can relieve this stress. Al-
ready, many seniors walk 
in and out of the college 
application process blind-
ly, with no real idea of 
where the future will take 
them.

Colleges admissions 
are confusing, almost 
random at times, because 
GPA and other achieve-
ments are relative per col-
lege and college standard 
every year. 

Yet in a senior’s darkest 
hour, a sense of security 
can illuminate the way, 
which is why an applica-
tion tracking system is a 
tool most seniors should 
use. ◆

BY LeenaElzeiny

When YouTube was cre-
ated 11 years ago, it was 
praised as a forum for pub-
lic expression and freedom 
of voice. It was a haven for 
content creators to safely 
share their ideas on any is-
sues as well as express them-
selves to the world without 
fear of repercussions or cen-
sorship.

Sadly, this open forum 
has begun to change at the 
company that was pur-
chased by Google in 2006. 
YouTube added new content 
restrictions as of Aug. 11, 
which exclude videos that 
include controversial topics 
from being monetized. This 
regulation can come in the 
form of “demonetization,” 
which is the suspension of 
ad revenue from a video. 

With many large You-
Tube content creators hav-
ing over over a million sub-
scribers such as “nigahiga,” 
“PewDiePie” and “vlog-
brothers” and making a liv-
ing from video monetiza-
tion and revenue produced 
through the videos they 
post, these restrictions will 
have a huge negative impact 
on the free flow of ideas on 
the site. 

The aftermath of these 
new restrictions has been 
shown in the case of You-
Tube news reporter Philip 
De Franco, who makes vid-
eos talking about current 
events in pop culture and 
had at least 12 of his videos 
demonetized as a result of 
this decision, according to 
Vox. 

The ridiculousness of 
these guidelines was re-
vealed when De Franco’s 

video about social justice 
warriors got dinged for be-
ing controversial. 

This event revealed You-
Tube’s illogical standards 
for judging what is contro-
versial content. According 
to the new YouTube guide-
lines, videos containing 
“war, political conflicts, nat-
ural disasters and tragedies” 
are deemed “controversial,” 
meaning not suitable for all 
audiences.

As a result, the video-
makers won’t make money 
on them. Broader guide-
lines encompassing vio-
lence, nudity and hateful 
content have always been a 
part of YouTube.

While the new rules also 
decrease controversy and 
hate speech in the com-
ment section of videos by 
allowing users to regulate 
comments, they have seri-

ous implications. The re-
strictions completely erase 
YouTube’s original appeal as 
a forum that allows for a di-
versity of ideas and content, 
regardless of how contro-
versial some of those ideas 
were.

The company also in-
troduced a new program 
known as “YouTube He-
roes,” which essentially 
incentivizes the report-
ing — and thus restriction 
— of videos. Through the 
program, users can flag in-
appropriate videos, add cap-
tions and subtitles to videos 
and post their knowledge of 
the site in the YouTube Help 
Forum.

After any of these ac-
tions are done, the user gets 
a “contribution,” receiving 
a certain number of points. 
Once a certain threshold 
of points has been reached, 

the user obtains perks like 
being able to help moder-
ate content in the “YouTube 
Heroes Community” and 
even earn an internship at 
YouTube.

These perks essentially 
give individuals the pow-
ers of moderators, mean-
ing that instead of just be-
ing able to flag videos, they 
can also now review con-
tent and decide whether or 
not they’re controversial.  
All that seems innocent 
enough. 

However, the problem 
with giving these perks and 
moderator powers is that 
these individuals can abuse 
these powers and they are 
susceptible to personal bias. 
YouTube users can suffer as 
a result of individual bias or 
opinion if their videos are 
wrongly demonetized or 
taken down.  

These efforts ultimately 
destroy much of the ap-
peal that YouTube has had. 
The site’s content creators 
came to YouTube to express 
themselves freely in the 
public eye and earn a living 
doing it.

Although YouTube CEO 
Susan Wojcicki has not 
personally addressed this 
situation, YouTube has still 
denied the idea that the 
company is targeting con-
troversial content and shut-
ting out creators.

To remain an open and 
fair forum, YouTube should 
revert to what it was origi-
nally made to be: a domain 
without needless restric-
tions. If not dealt with, over 
a certain period of time 
YouTube could risk losing 
creators and viewers, the 
basis of the company’s exis-
tence. ◆

YouTube steps backward in limiting content freedom 
BY DavidKoh
& RahulVadlakonda

College admis-
sions are con-
fusing, almost 

random at times, 
because GPA and 

other achieve-
ments are relative 

per college and 
college standard 

every year. 
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For years, the school has 
offered countless AP/Honors 
classes in science, math, 
history and English. Students 
willingly and readily double 
up on science or math classes 
— there are even those who 
love language arts enough 
to take both AP Literature 
and AP Language and 
Composition as seniors.

Yet in spite of our 
willingness to suffer through 
the difficulties of such a 
rigorous course load, we 
often forget the importance of 
visual arts. 

Though we remain 
dedicated to their other 
classes, too many of us, 
unfortunately, treat the Visual/
Performing Arts (VPA) 
graduation requirement as a 
burden. Because most VPA 
classes are non-AP/Honors, 
many feel little motivation to 
take these classes. 

Beyond that, the students 
who do take VPA classes 

often do so just to satisfy the 
requirement. It is precisely this 
mentality that prevents VPA 
classes from achieving their 
full potential.

Moreover, even though 
classes such as History in 
Film and Ceramics are 
theoretically engaging, their 
relative lack of rigor prevents 
students from exploring 
visual arts in more depth. 
Classwork is often graded 
mostly on participation 
and attendance, which is 
fair in theory, considering 
not everyone can paint like 
Van Gogh, but damaging in 
practice. The convergence of 
these policies shortchanges 
students, who, as a result, 
never have the opportunity 
to truly appreciate the sheer 
emotional breadth that visual 
arts can reach. 

Still, the main fault here 
lies with students who treat 
their VPA classes as pseudo-
free periods and don’t truly 
engage with the material. 

 Naturally, as a STEM-

focused school in the heart of 
Silicon Valley, Saratoga High 
School’s student interests often 
prevent the addition of new 
classes that can better appeal 
to non-artists. But that doesn’t 
mean that students can’t — or 
shouldn’t — take the initiative 
to find outside classes either 
online or at local community 
colleges that not only satisfy 
the VPA requirement, but also 
align with their own interests. 
Students should be willing to 
push their own boundaries 
in fields where they are 
uncomfortable or unfamiliar 
with the subject matter. 

Even if they don’t have 
the means to attend a class 
outside of school, they can still 
take their non-AP/Honors 
Visual Arts classes here more 
seriously. Either way, there’s 
no excuse. 

Nonetheless, some might 
argue that the existence of 
AP Studio Art and AP Music 
Theory prove that Saratoga’s 
VPA argument can be — and 
is — academically rigorous. 

There are a number of 
problems with this argument: 
for one, AP Music Theory and 
AP Studio Art are accessible to 
only a select group of students; 
students who aren’t already 
talented musicians or artists 
see little incentive to take 
those classes.

Moreover, these classes 
provide an in-depth 
exploration of a specific 
artistic field, something that 
inherently only appeals to a 

select group of students. The 
school doesn’t need more AP 
Art courses; all it needs is for 
its students to take classes 
like History in Film more 
seriously, whether they’re 
learning about different film 
techniques or just staying 
awake in class.  

Artwork, as our English 
teachers love to remind us, 
is an expression of humanity 
in its rawest, purest form. 
Yes, fitting a non-AP/Honors 
VPA class into our schedules 
already jam-packed with other 
classes doesn’t immediately 
seem appealing, but it will 
ultimately be a rewarding 
experience that makes us 
better people.

 Few students are as 
fortunate as we are to have 
the chance to explore so many 
different modes of artistic 
expression. We can and 
should make the best of this 
rare privilege — not dismiss it 
as yet one more inconvenient 
obstacle to climb on the way 
to college.  ◆

Visual arts requirement gives students 
the opportunity to expand their minds
BY KyleWang

During dead week, the 
week prior to finals week, 
students are not given any 
homework or tests so that 
they can dedicate their 
time to study for finals. 

Or so we’d like to believe. 
For the most part, dead 
week here is nonexistent 
and is merely another week 
when students still have 
tests and, only if they are 
extremely lucky, a little less 
work. 

By contrast, at other 
schools, like Lynbrook, 
students are given the 

entire week to review and 
prepare for finals without 
homework. As a result, 
students enjoy a large 
advantage going into their 
tests, while also facing 
comparatively less stress. 

Having a true dead 
week would provide many 
benefits for students, 
which include easing the 
high amounts of stress 
students already endure.

Last year, most teachers 
continued to assign 
homework during dead 
week, claiming that these 

assignments were a way 
to review for the final. 
Although the work did 
contain material that 
would be included in 
the final, it seemed to do 
more harm than good, 
since these assignments 
sometimes amounted to 
mere busywork that took 
time away from focusing 
on the difficult concepts 
that students still needed 
to practice.

While some teachers 
may have no choice but 
to assign work and tests 
during dead week to meet 
curriculum requirements, 
those who consistently 
assign homework during 
dead week could benefit 
from better lesson 
planning. 

Additionally, by the time 
dead week comes around, 
grades will not have been 
completely updated due to 
the additional work given, 

serving as a disadvantage 
for students who want to 
know how well they must 
do on the final to acquire a 
certain grade. 

Since countless other 
schools provide a true dead 

week for their students 
and its effects are greatly 
beneficial, there should 
be an effort to implement 
an actual dead week here 
to bring it back from the 
dead. ◆

WE TAKE DEAD WEEK TOO LITERALLY
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IT’S A WEEK-LONG GRACE PERIOD FOR STUDYING, NOT A TIME OF INTENSE ACADEMICS

As a senior who feels like she’s 
drowning in personal statements 
and “Why [university name]?” 
essays, it’s hard not to fantasize 
about the coveted second semester 
— a time when the sun comes out, 
applications have been sent and 
college decisions are made.

But with essentially an entire 
semester to wait out until graduation, 
second semester seniors have lots 
of time on their hands. Though it 
may be distracting and difficult to 
think about now, seniors should 
plan to use their time wisely, both 
academically and extracurricularly.

Right off the bat, seniors should 
know that their schoolwork during 
second semester does still matter, 

as colleges have the right to rescind 
students. While it may be OK 
to lighten up on a homework or 
participation grade, seniors should 
not let their overall grades slip. 

Students are typically rescinded 
for not submitting official 
transcripts on time or for not 
passing classes second semester, 
but the case varies for each college. 
According to guidance counselor 
Monique Young, a handful of SHS 
seniors are rescinded each year. 

Besides avoiding any reason to 
be rescinded, seniors should make 
AP classes worth it and continue 
focusing through second semester. 
While not all AP courses require 
students to take the AP exam in 
spring, many colleges accept AP 
credit for classes. Why pass up a 

chance to pass out of courses in the 
future?

As tempting as it would be to 
request that teachers accommodate 
for second-semester seniors and 
their tendencies to slack off, it 
would be unreasonable to ask a 
teacher to excuse the seniors from 
the class activities solely because he 
or she is a senior. Seniors should still 
be responsible for completing the 
work of a class they signed up for, 
especially if there are non-seniors in 
the class.

Schoolwork aside, the second 
semester also provides seniors the 
chance to prepare themselves better 
for college. 

Seniors should learn how to do 
laundry if they haven’t already, or 
learn to cook some simple, go-to 

meals. Lounging in bed watching 
Netflix to relax after getting through 
the more difficult portions of high 
school is definitely an option when 
there is spare time, though be 
careful not to set any bad habits 
before leaving for college.

Most importantly, seniors should 
savor the time they have with their 
friends and family. Plan trips with 
friends, and embrace the company 
of your family. 

When the new school year rolls 
around, your friends may be all over 
the country, and you may be far 
from your family. 

Don’t let the second semester of 
your senior year slip by in a blur of 
ditched classes; make classes count, 
learn something new and enjoy the 
company of the ones you love. ◆

Second semester: a time for productivity
BY EmilyChen

Students should 
be willing to 

push their own 
boundaries in 

� elds where they 
are uncomfortable 
or unfamiliar with 
the subject matter.

KITTY HUANG
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Everyone needs a safe 
space. For many, that escape 
is video games. Many people, 
adults especially, might have 
a visceral disapproval of that 
statement, with thoughts 
clouding their mind about 
the harm that video games 
could bring. Violence! 
A decrease in empathy! 
Inappropriate content!

Well, maybe that’s true. 
Maybe not. But video 
games are art: Have you 
seen the visuals in a game 
like Journey by that game 
company? And just like any 
other art medium, video 
games aren’t restricted 
to harmful, dangerous 
material.

Puzzle games, rhythm 
games, point-and-click 
games, visual novels, role 
playing games (RPGs), 
platformers and everything 
in between — there’s 
something for everyone. 

Video games are a medium 
encompassing endless 
genres. Since video games 
exist in an extremely 
accessible format, they can 
bring vast audiences into 
immersive experiences and 
impart valuable lessons in 
subjects as deep as morality 
and free will.

Journey, a visual game 
without dialogue has awe-
inspiring graphics. You play 
a mysterious robed being 
and traverse a beautiful, 
barren desert of golden 
sand. One of my favorite 
moments in the game occurs 
when you slide down a long 
road of sand, on which the 
sun glints like pure gold.

On a more story-worthy 
note, Persona is a Japanese 
RPG series developed by 
Atlus Inc. The games last 
over 100 hours each and 
have varying themes about 
identity and corruption in 
society. Despite being a spin-
off, the series did even more 

outstandingly than the main 
series in America because 
of its relatable high school 
setting and well-written 
exploration of characters. 
For our generation, there 
are books that cannot get the 
message across as effectively 
as a video game like this.

Undertale, developed by 
Toby Fox, is another good 
example of storytelling 

in video games; you play 
a human child who falls 
underground and you 
befriend or slaughter 
monsters along the journey 
back to the surface. 

Its themes explore issues 
of ethics, morality and the 
effects of choice providing 
a lesson beyond hand-
to-eye coordination, all 
while incorporating game 

mechanics directly into its 
worldbuilding.  For instance, 
if you take the pacifist route 
but reset and play the game 
more violently, there will be 
characters that remember 
your past actions and 
judge you for stooping to 
killing characters you had 
previously befriended.

Another example is the 
Stanley Parable. In the game, 
the narrator is the character 
and you decide whether to 
go with or against what he 
tells you to do, opening a 
variety of different endings. 
Similar to Undertale, The 
Stanley Parable is a unique 
experience that only works 
as a game because of the 
nature of its entwined story 
and gameplay. It plays with 
themes of free will and the 
consequences of trying to 
break free; if you aggressively 
do everything opposite of 
what the narrator says, you 
end up dying. 

Video games are 

becoming more innovative 
and creative as time goes 
on, as content creators 
are always incorporating 
different  and more 
clever ways of connecting 
compelling stories that 
appeal to the audience with 
valuable lessons that can 
only exist through a video 
game experience.

Despite all of the 
positives, however, video 
games still have a negative 
connotation among the 
older generations. At this 
point it feels silly. That isn’t 
to say there aren’t bad effects 
to be had in them, but you 
can also say that about 
literally everything else. 

Please let go of your 
prejudices toward video 
games and let people enjoy 
an afternoon unraveling an 
interactive story. For the 
most part video games are a 
healthy escape from stressful 
reality. And you might even 
learn something, too. u

Benefits of video games as a storytelling medium
BY AdinaBidel

Imagine Big Brother and every 
other dystopian surveillance 
system. Now put that into real 
life. AT&T has been selling 
the phone calls and messages 
to the government in Project 
Hemisphere since 1986, with 4 
billion more entries being added 
every day.

Adam Shwarts from the 
company Electronics Frontier 
told “Democracy Now!” that 
AT&T has 380 million customers 
unknowingly contributing to the 
database, as well as millions more 
using roaming data such as 4G.

Shwarts said these calls or 
texts can be to anyone, even your 
lawyer, But that is not even the 

worst of it. Personal information is 
collected from everybody without 
a warrant.

Warrants are obstacles for the 
corrupt who would oppress the 
minority if given the opportunity. 
They force investigators to go 
through the judicial system for 
searches. The system then decides 
if authorities have a reasonable 
cause.

However, Project Hemisphere 
is extremely underhanded, as the 
Daily Beast discovered in October. 
They uncovered a contract signed 
by government departments who 
want to use the mega database. 

In the contract, AT&T ensures 
that it stays away from the public 
eye by disabling the government’s 
ability to attribute the company. 

AT&T knows, of course, that if we 
did know, we would be enraged by 
this violation of privacy. But we 
do. And we are.

Police get away with the 
obvious violation of the Fourth 
Amendment, which bans search 
and seizure without a court order 
by using a method called “parallel 
construction.” 

Parallel construction is the 
loophole in the warrant system, 
because it lets police obtain 
evidence by illegal means, such as 
torture or trespassing. Once they 
know where the evidence lies, they 
trace it back and “discover” it in 
more legal ways. 

Warrants exist for a reason: to 
protect American citizens from 
random, invasive searches at 

the authorities’ will. AT&T, the 
corporational giant that it is, feels 
powerful enough to override the 
system.

Project Hemisphere could 
morph into the kind of oppressive 
system that our founding fathers 
feared, and meanwhile AT&T will 
live comfortably, away from the 
chaos, cushioned by the 10 million 
of dollars per year from our tax 

money, all earned through Project 
Hemisphere.

This is a violation of our 
Constitution. AT&T should not 
be so frivolous in the destruction 
of our country as we know it.  We, 
the people, must advocate for the 
rights that still remain unbroken 
and call the government into 
action against itself and others 
who invest in AT&T’s program.

We are the checks and balances 
for corporations and we must seize 
power from them. 

They are there to conform 
to our needs and wants, not to 
violate our rights as citizens. We 
must overthrow AT&T’s rule with 
protests and petitions and remind 
them where the power really lies: 
in the people. u

Attention AT&T users: The government knows your love life
BY LeenaElzeiny

Microwaves, light bulbs, 
baby clothes, yoga mats — four 
mundane objects that seem im-
mune to advanced technologi-
cal developments but in real-
ity have actually already been 
compromised by the rapidly 
expanding Internet of Things 
(IoT). 

The IoT hopes to include all 
of our objects, even the trivial 
ones. For example, if a tooth-
brush became a fragment of 
the IoT, this toothbrush would 
be able to send and receive data 
on its usage and draw patterns 
from our habits. 

More importantly, whoever 
has access to this toothbrush 
data would also have access to 

the user’s brushing habits. 
The capabilities of the IoT 

are the stuff of fantasy. They 
include being able to control a 
house’s entire light schematic 
or receive real-time updates 
on a baby’s sleeping routines. 
However, these possibilities are 
very real and open each of these 
“mundane objects” to the risk of 
hackers.

Because of the expanding 
IoT and the vulnerability of our 
current Internet, we need to in-
vest effort in rebuilding it.

The problem with the in-
ternet is that it is old. When 
the World Wide Web became 
publicly available in 1991, its 
creators and moderators didn’t 

need to worry about increas-
ingly sophisticated hackers and 
other risks to information. As 
a result, the internet lacks the 
foundational structure to pro-
tect our privacy, resulting in 
data breaches.

Worse, the internet has now 
become an integral part in our 
everyday lives. Our phones 
store all our private informa-
tion, from passwords to Social 
Security numbers, on an inter-
net-run system. As the rest of 
our appliances are sucked into 
the IoT, we face possible attacks 
on all fronts.

In late October, hackers 
completely  overwhelmed Dyn, 
a company that hosts domain 

name servers and 
allows websites to 
be accessible. This 
breach caused 
most websites that 
relied on Dyn to 
go down, includ-
ing Twitter, Spo-
tify, Paypal and 
Netflix. To cause 
this attack, hack-
ers flooded faulty 
information to 
the Dyn servers. 

The worst 
part? These hack-
ers did not simply 
take advantage 

of virus-infected computers, as 
they usually do. They instead 
used 550,000 of our IoT-con-
nected microwaves, light bulbs, 
baby clothes, yoga mats and 
other objects, according to The 
Daily Beast. So basically, your 
IoT-reliant yoga mat may have 
helped take down Netflix. 

This breach is just one of 
many that are bound to occur if 
we do not rebuild the internet. 
Hacks could be much worse — 
individuals could gain access to 
our IoT-reliant            security 
systems and even unlock our 
front doors.  

Rebuilding the internet may 
seem unrealistic and superflu-

ous, but BBC has admitted that 
the “Internet is broken,” The At-
lantic has stated that “it’s not too 
late to rebuild this [internet] for 
the people” and the New York 
Times has also explored the idea 
of restarting it from scratch. It’s 
clear that the notion of remak-
ing the internet is neither im-
practical, nor is it unheard of. 

The new internet should in-
stead be reliant on a “mesh net-
work,” which has proven to be 
more effective than our current 
Internet. This mesh network 
would connect computers and 
devices directly and wirelessly 
without a main, center system, 
and thus results in automatic 
self-adjustments under differ-
ent circumstances. Essentially, 
it fortifies itself during disaster. 

In Brooklyn, a mesh net-
work demonstrated its potential 
when it survived during Hur-
ricane Sandy. The regular in-
ternet there, on the other hand, 
quickly went down. 

Because of the immense risks 
that our current internet poses, 
we must begin taking steps to-
ward revitalizing the internet. 
Until then, our yoga mats will 
continue help taking down Net-
flix, and our lives will grow ever 
more vulnerable to being ma-
nipulated by hackers. ◆

AT&T has been 
selling phone calls 

and messages to the 
government.

KITTY HUANG
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Reporters fail at making Thanksgiving treats

Caitlyn Chen and Elizabeth Lee

the baking 
bunch

It was us vs. dozens of � anksgiving-
themed Pinterest recipes, and we were the 
clear underdogs. With Elizabeth’s mom as a 
semi-professional Korean chef and Caitlyn’s 
sister a baking goddess, we were raised in 
households where we learned how to eat, 
not cook.  

Nonetheless, when we saw Pinterest’s 
beautiful pictures of pumpkin tru�  es and 
cute wide-eyed turkey cupcakes, we knew 
we had to give this baking project a shot. So 
on a Friday a� er school, we raided Caitlyn’s 
kitchen and began our baking adventure.

We thought we were easing into the chal-
lenge when we started with the no-bake tur-
key oreo-and-pretzel snacks. Little did we 
know that only 3 minutes in, Caitlyn had 
already messed up. 

To melt the bowl of chocolate chips, she 
threw in half a cup of vegetable oil, only to 
� nd that the recipe actually read half of a 
tablespoon. Oops. In an e� ort to save the 
drowning chips, Caitlyn frantically ran to 
the sink and poured/� ltered out as much oil 
as possible. 

Luckily, when we melted the mixture in 
the microwave, the result wasn’t too tragic, 
although the chocolate was still covered in a 
little too much oil.

We proceeded to dunk oreos and pretzels 
into the chocolate and to put them in the 
fridge to dry. While waiting, we started on 
the most time-consuming recipe: the pump-
kin bread tru�  e. 

Mixing all of the ingredients, we ended 
up with a batter that was more like soup 
than like dough. We stuck the watery bat-
ter into the oven and started decorating our 
oreo-and-pretzel turkeys. Unfortunately, 
the hardened chocolate stuck to our dry-
ing rack, so many of the oreos and pretzels 
broke in the removal process. 

� ey still turned out pretty cute. But if 
you tried li� ing one up to eat, the turkey 
might lose a few “limbs” (pretzels) and 
“feathers” (candy corn). 

With the oreo-and-pretzel turkeys � n-
ished, we started on the wide-eyed turkey 
cupcakes, sponsored by Pillsbury white 
box-cake mix. 

A� er only 15 minutes in the oven, the 
cupcakes were done baking, and we were 
ready to decorate them with our homemade 
cream cheese frosting. In the end, we cre-
ated something that vaguely resembled the 
original Pinterest photo — a big turkey face 
with frosting eyes dripping down and a can-
dy corn nose that was awkwardly angled. 

With hope that the pumpkin bread truf-
� es would make up for our mediocre cup-
cakes, Caitlyn took out the pumpkin bread 
from the oven, excited to see that the soup-
like batter had actually risen and become a 
moist bread. 

Elizabeth began using a spoon to form 
small tru�  e balls out of the bread. To our 

surprise, the bread tasted quite good. 
We formed four pumpkin bread balls and 

began adding our orange and green candy 
coating to make them resemble pumpkins. 
Since we did not have legitimate candy coat-
ing, we used le� over cream cheese frosting 
and added food coloring. 

Elizabeth began by dunking the bread 
balls into the orange cream cheese, only 
to � nd out that the cream cheese was not 
opaque enough to cover the bread. 

� e frosting oozed o�  the sides as bare 
spots of bread became visible. Le�  without 
a choice, we poured on orange cream cheese  

and splattered on chocolate to add to the 
visual appearance, making them look more 
like tiger balls than pumpkins.

Despite the not-so-visually-appealing re-
sults, we found that spending time making 
treats was a fun way to take a break from 
junior year stress. 

Caitlyn decided to eat the no-bake pret-
zel turkeys around two days later out of 
curiosity in its taste and found them to not 
be too bad. In the end, we decided that our 
inept baking skills were con� rmed and had 
a great time rolling on the � oor, laughing at 
our failed creations. ◆

Holiday baking: Easy as pie?

Francesca Chu, Ashley Feng and 
Amy Tang

frashley 
tang

‘Tis the season for family time 

Amith Galivanche, Amulya 
Vadlakonda and Rahul Vadlakonda

� e � rst things you see when you walk 
into any supermarket are shelves lined with 
pies, apple tarts and other delectable pas-
tries, the trademarks of a successful holiday 
meal. Inspired by the approaching holidays, 
we decided to attempt baking our own pies.

We put the power of the pumpkin pie 
recipes from Francesca’s neighbor, Libby’s 
and Betty Crocker to the test and battled for 
the title of Best Pumpkin Pie Baker. 

Francesca: 
Equipped with my neighbor’s never-

failing pumpkin pie recipe and a suspicious 
can of “shortening” (I still have no idea what 
that is), I set out to bake the world’s � nest 
pie. But in the � rst 5 seconds, I had already 
made a fatal mistake. � e water pitcher 
slipped out of my grasp, drowning the � our 
in water, and from there it just continued 
going downhill. 

Eventually, I gave up on following the 
recipe measurements and started dumping 
random amounts of ingredients into the 
soggy mixture.  My � nal product lacked the 
proper taste of a pumpkin pie. When I took 
a bite, I cringed at the overpowering taste of 
nutmeg and ginger. But, to my surprise, my 
pie was the most aesthetically appealing. 

Amy:
I sort of cheated by buying pre-made 

crust, but hey, it technically wasn’t against 

the rules. Minutes a� er the cook o�  began, 
I realized with a heavy heart that I had been 
adding my ingredients in the wrong order. 

 When it came time to bake the pies, I de-
cided to leave it in the oven longer, because 
a� er 45 minutes, it looked even more raw 
than Francesca’s. PSA: If you eat too much 
of Francesca’s pie, you might get salmonella. 

Sadly, we became sidetracked with play-
ing Mario Kart and Just Dance while wait-
ing for the pies to cook, and by the time we 
� nished our dance-o� , which I won by the 
way, my crust was severely burned. 

� e once aesthetic, pre-made crust was 
now 50 shades darker than any pie crust 
should be. � e crust’s texture was akin to 
poorly made armor: some parts were dent-
ed, some areas were completely missing and 
the entire thing tasted like charred metal. 

Ashley:
I started the cook-o�  with con� dence, 

but because of my poor measuring skills, I 
ended up with a weak, crumbly crust that 
looked like dried Play-doh. 

My pie � lling was the pride and joy of my 
entire baking career. Because I was the only 
one smart enough out to beat the eggs be-
fore mixing in the other ingredients, my pie 
ended up actually tasting like a pie. 

We brought the pies to school and asked 
four people to taste. To prevent bias, the pies 
were labeled “1,” “2” and “3,” being Ashley’s, 
Francesca’s and Amy’s, respectively. 

� e answers were overwhelmingly, “Not 
‘2.’” Two people chose “1” and two chose “3.” 

Francesca, in denial, protested the loss of 
her pie, emphasizing its beauty. However, all 
three eventually agreed that Amy’s and Ash-
ley’s pies were the two victors. 

From now on, Francesca is banned from 
the kitchen. ◆

      

By now, the misadventures of our ex-
tended family have already been well-doc-
umented in this newspaper. � ese range 
from our 19 birthday celebrations each 
year to our whole-family movie excur-
sions that leave theater sta�  stunned. 

� en there are our holiday traditions.
Let it be known that we are hardcore In-

dian, as in full on stereotypical, churidar/
kurta-wearing, sambar-loving Indians. 
But we’re also Americans — mashed-po-
tato loving, pumpkin pie-eating, politics-
discussing Americans. So our holidays are 
a bit culturally confusing.

First comes � anksgiving: As any ex-
tended family, it is the American way to 
come together and give thanks for our 
good fortune by stu�  ng our faces with 
pie. However, as a fairly orthodox Hindu 
family, we replace turkey with idli, Indian 
rice cakes, and alcoholic beverages with 
sparkling cider.

We don’t follow all the “norms” of the 
holiday — we laugh at dad jokes (four 
times as many for us) completely sober 
and knock out on the couch without the 
aid of tryptophan. Of course, it wouldn’t 
be a Vadlakonda-Galivanche-Vedantam 
� anksgiving if we didn’t get confused 
over who was bringing the pies, and either 
end up with all 19 of us dragging in the 

same kind of pumpkin pie or realize mid-
dinner that dessert isn’t on the table.

� en comes Christmas: a holiday 
known for sitting in the same room, en-
joying the company of family and friends, 
opening presents, chestnuts burning on an 
open � re and all that jazz. For us, though, 
it is � lled with fondue cooked in a pot that 
Amith’s dad bought o�  Amazon for a two-
for-one deal (gotta get that couponing). 
As part of an annual tradition, we have 
a round of Secret Santa that we promise 
every year to turn into a White Elephant 
when our younger cousins are a bit older 
(it is never going to happen).

And � nally, New Year’s Eve: tacos and 
the ball drop at Amulya’s place. 

We know what you’re thinking. � ese 
guys aren’t Mexican, no matter how 
many kids at camp thought Amith’s last 
name was Galivanchez, no matter how 
much Amulya’s sister thinks her junior 
prom picture looks like something from a 
quinceñera and no matter how many peo-
ple think Rahul’s name is Raul. So where 
did the tacos come from?

Never fear, friends, we are just more 
culturally confused — ahem, culturally 
aware, sorry.

At the end of the day, this holiday sea-
son will, without doubt, be perfectly dys-
functional. It will be a time � lled with par-
ties planned literally the night before and 
somehow still manage to happen with a 
year’s worth of food and beverages. It’s the 
best time of the year because it not only 
is the one time in the year where we don’t 
feel guilty about eating our weight in junk 
food, but it is a time when we can spend 
quality time with the people we love most.

What can we say? We love to party. ◆

Left: Pictured are the turkey oreo-and-pretzel snacks, wide-eyed turkey cupcakes and pump-
kin bread truffles. Right: After baking the pumpkin bread truffles, juniors Caitlyn Chen and 
Elizabeth Lee compare their work to the original intended design. 

PINTEREST

EXPECTATION:

REALITY:

triple 
trouble

GRAPHIC BY OLIVIA LU 

FALCON // CAITLYN CHEN FALCON // CAITLYN CHEN



12 LIFESTYLES saratogafalcon
THE 13LIFESTYLES

While many around the globe have 
just discovered or fallen in love with pearl 
milk tea, I have been drinking boba tea 
since elementary school. 

Pearl milk tea is a common drink in 
Taiwanese culture. I remember when, af-
ter eating dinner with my extended fam-
ily, my uncle and dad would drive us all 
to buy boba. Fantasia was always our pick. 

Located in Cupertino Village, Fantasia 
is a small pearl milk tea shop with wooden 
and earth toned decor. The dim lighting 
creates a cozy ambience. Upon entrance 
through double push glass doors, a square 
of sofas and wooden seats lie to the right. 
On the left side of the shop, bordered by 
the ordering counter, coffee tables rest on 
the dark grey floors. 

As a child, my parents never let the 
waiters at Fantasia put real tea in my 
drink. Instead, I always drank peach-fla-
vored milk topped with a scoop of boba. 
Our extended family of eight would cram 
in the right area of the shop, each person 
taking a seat on the bench or sofas. With 
our drink in one hand (or two because I 

had to share with my sister), we would just 
talk. 

The adults always chattered about poli-
tics or chided their children, which was 
often countered by my argumentative 
cousin and his brother. My younger sister 
and I, each struggling to eat the most boba 
without angering the other, would just sit 
and listen to their mundane conversation. 

Although I had never viewed my visits 
to Fantasia as groundbreaking, I looked 
forward to them. But as my cousins grad-
uated from high school and left home to 
pursue college and as my sister and I be-
came busier because of school, our fam-
ily gradually stopped buying drinks from 
Fantasia. 

Now there are closer, more popular and 
arguably better tea shops like Tpumps, 
Teatop or Gongcha. But for me, Fantasia 
is an experience.

It reminds me of simpler times, when 
I didn’t stress about tests and my future. 
It reminds me of home, where all my rela-
tives could talk in one place. I now have 
to wait for breaks for my cousins to come 
home to do so. But every time I taste the 
familiar flavor of peach milk or walk into 
the casual atmosphere of Fantasia, I feel 
like I have stopped to sniff the roses and 
have paused for a moment in my hectic 
life.

Now, I don’t visit Fantasia so much. But 
when asked the question of my favorite tea 
place, Fantasia will always be on my list. u

angel or
devil

Angela Lee

Cozy pearl milk tea cafe evokes childhood

Summer of transcendence at music festival 

As the sun sets over the Sierra mountain 
range, illuminating the peaks as a vibrant 
purple, the stars twinkle among the floating 
balloons. I can’t even hear myself scream to 
Umphrey McGee’s cover of “Don’t You Forget 
About Me.” 

That’s how loud the guitar is screeching. 
The pulsing drum beat throbs in my chest as 
my feet bounce against the grass. It feels like 
destiny while I belt out the lyrics; that’s the 
moment I knew this festival is my favorite 
place on the planet.

I came upon the High Sierra music festival 
several months before my eighth-grade 
graduation. This festival takes place every 
Fourth of July weekend in Quincy, a quaint 
town tucked away in the Sierra Mountains. 
Throughout the entire weekend, a variety of 
music, including folk, jazz, funk, soul and 
rock, plays from sunrise to long after sundown.

My best friend, junior Gina Hinojosa, and 
I had never even heard of High Sierra before 
her parents spontaneously bought us the 
tickets. Of course, I had heard the stigmas 
surrounding music festivals: They’re sketchy, 
and to say the least, they are definitely not fit 
for two 13-year-old girls. 

But I soon learned that there’s more to those 
festival-goers than meets the eye. The first year 
I went, and every year after that, I met people 
from all over the United States — children, 
adults and even elderly people. Most people 
aren’t there for drugs or partying; they’re there 
for the love of music.

Though High Sierra is set in a beautiful 
area, it is blazing hot in summer, with 
temperatures reaching up to 105 degrees. All 
day, while Gina and I sift through the dozens 
of shops on the festival grounds, we carry a 
plastic water sprayer and five bottles of water 
to stay hydrated. Starting from 10 a.m., music 
can be heard throughout the town. 

Every moment I’m there, I never want to 
leave. Playing card games under the big green 
canopy, participating in the daily parades 
with towering characters and booming 
drums, dancing to funky beats like nobody’s 
watching — those are the moments I recall 
with nostalgia. 

But, most of all, it’s not just the festival that 
makes it a place that matters to me, but the 
people I go with. 

Without  Gina by my side, things would 
never be the same. The food wouldn’t taste as 
good, the laughs wouldn’t be as hard and the 
music wouldn’t be felt with as much feeling. 

High Sierra holds a special place in my 
heart. It’s a place that always leaves me yearning 
to return and experience the music, the good 
times and the memories all over again. 

I know High Sierra will forever be the one 
true place I can feel the love, the happiness and 
the music life has to offer. u

dancing
queen

Julia Miller
 My uncle ripped through the traffic of the 
bustling streets in Bangalore, India, carrying 
three others, including me, on his motorcycle 
meant for two. 
 But through the chaos of the people, ani-
mals, cars and vendors on the road, I saw — 
or rather, smelled — heaven approaching. We 
quickly toppled out of our squished formation 
on the slim bike seat and for the first of many 
times in the summer of 2011, my entire family 
rushed to stand in line at India’s best breakfast 
stop, SLV Corner Restaurant. 
 This type of restaurant doesn’t offer a typical 
sit-down experience. The discord of the streets 
spills into the room as people push and shove 
each other to claim a spot at one of the stand-
ing counters. 
 The restaurant, only about half the size of an 
SHS classroom, brims with people shouting or-
ders for coffee and Indian specialty recipes. My 
10-year-old self couldn’t fathom why anyone 
would voluntarily stand packed together in the 
100-degree summer heat. A few minutes later, 
I took my first bite, and I understood. 
 Indian breads called idlis and dosas were 
dunked into sauces called chutneys that 

screamed spicy and stuffed into my mouth at 
an increasingly rapid rate. All I could do was 
savor this godsent food. 
 I had become one with the mob of hungry 
people, and soon enough, I was eating with 
complete strangers, united by an unspoken 
agreement about the delicious breakfast. 
 Many new people exchanged smiles with 
me, from schoolgirls my age to elderly grand-
parents sipping hot coffee, while talking about 
politics. At one table, a young man gave his 
opinion on the latest Bollywood movie, and at 
another table, I heard a woman complaining in 
Hindi to her friends about her back pain. 
 We were all mere strangers before walking 
in. But as we unraveled our stories and shared 
slices of our lives, the language barriers, the 
age differences and the cultural divide all dis-
sipated. We shared each other’s laughter, joy 
and concerns. I felt like part of a community, 
but in a way that I have never experienced in 
Saratoga. The purpose of this breakfast was not 
to isolate ourselves, but to meet others with dif-
ferent outlooks and lives. And it so happened 
that it was delicious food that brought us to-
gether. 
 As I walked out and hopped back onto my 
uncle’s bike I felt full, not only from the heap-
ings of food I had eaten but also from happi-
ness that this new experience gave me. 
 Now, back in school, I find myself skipping 
breakfast often, lazily tumbling out of bed in a 
rush to head to class. But when I get the chance 
to eat in that small cafe in India again, nothing 
will stop me. u

sanj 
manj

Sanjana Melkote
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The Old Almaden Winery, a California 
Historical Landmark established in 1852, 
is one of the oldest wineries in California. 
But at a young age, I only knew it as the 
public park I grew up with, less than a 
block away from my old home. 

It was a place that embodied my 
childhood — a place where I had raced 
around the playgrounds on tricycles, 
then scooters and then roller blades 
and bicycles, and where I had proudly 
graduated from the little-kid playground 
to the big-kid playground. 

A few months ago, after eating dinner 
at a Red Lobster restaurant near the 
winery, my family decided to pass by its 
park and pull up to our old house. 

As our headlights glinted off a child’s 
bike on the porch, I wished I could simply 
walk inside the rooms where I’d spent the 
first 8-and-a-half years of my life in.

At the same time, I was scared that 
everything would be different and that 
all traces of my childhood would’ve been 
wiped away. It was strange to think that 
I would be trespassing into a stranger’s 
home — that I would be the intruder. 

Perhaps it’s clichéd to talk about my 
old home as a place that matters to me, 
but I came to realize that my first home 
was more than just a building. 

I remembered some of the daily hap-
penings at that house, whether they were 
positive or not. I recalled the times when 
I constantly bickered with my mother 
about playing piano, when I lost my first 
tooth to a chunk of bread and when I 
threw toy soldiers with parachutes from 
the second floor, only to see them fall be-
hind a piece of furniture and disappear 
forever. These “meaningless” events and 
objects made my home what it was. 

But in third grade it was time to move. 
Strangely, sleeping in an unfamiliar 
house, eating in an unfamiliar kitchen 
and being separated from my friends was 
not nearly as dramatic as books made it 
out to be. The transition was quick and 
mostly painless.

It was only years later that I felt a 
wave of nostalgia every time I reminisced 
about the nearby park, the local library 
and even the hill I’d rolled down after 
my mom decided to give my tricycle an 
“encouraging” push.

I’m certain that I’ll be leaving many 
homes in the future, and settling into new 
ones, and eventually, I’ll probably stop 
visiting my very first home. 

However, even if I’m physically away, 
I’m sure the essence of my time there 
will still live on in every tiny memory we 
made within those walls. u

A home where the heart still resides 

Fan
tastic

Elaine Fan
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Restaurant in India brings people together
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As they arrive at school in the 
front parking lot, many visitors 
immediately notice the intricately 
detailed mural that adorns the 
back wall of the Thermond Drama 
Center. It offers an inside look to the 
behind-the-scenes preparations of 
the drama department in the ‘90s: 
students line cables, paint show 
props and select costumes. 

But behind the artistic snapshot 
lies a deeper meaning: the mural 
honors 1996 alumnus Doug 
Leverich, a deeply involved drama 
student who lost his battle against 
leukemia on Nov. 21, 1997.

Leverich was described by 
those who knew him as a well-
rounded student, participating in 
Jazz and Concert Choir, football 
and various theater-related 
activities. During the late ‘90s, 
Doug’s diagnosis came as a big 
shock to the Saratoga community. 

After he passed away, the 
Falcon published a tribute in 
which Doug’s friends wrote 
handwritten letters about him 
that were scanned and put in 

the printed issue. One letter was 
written by current SHS attendance 
secretary Mandy Armes, whose 
maiden name was Manousos and 
went to school here at the time. 
Armes considered Doug one of her 
good friends in high school. They 
not only participated together in 
plays at SHS, but also spent a lot 
of time together throughout the 
years Armes knew him.

“Doug was a pretty wonderful 
person,” Armes said. “He had a 
funky way of dressing and was just 
so funny. We still miss him, and we 
still talk about him to this day.”

The mural contains real 
people who were apart of the 
drama program at SHS and who 
knew Doug, according to Armes. 
The sketch was created by 1996 
alumnus Jim Van Over, one of 
Doug’s best friends from high 
school. The idea of the mural, 
according to Van Over, had been 
conceived with Doug before he 
had even been diagnosed. 

“The plan was that I would 
paint it as well,” Van Over said. “I 
was nowhere near good enough to 
paint it at the time, but I was 16 
and thought I was amazing.”

While they were in school, 
Doug and Van Over had noticed 
that “the arts had taken a complete 
back seat to academics and sports.” 
Taking inspiration from the then-
new Falcon mural on the side 
of the gym, Doug and Van Over 
started on what they jokingly 
called their “baby.”

The project, however, was 
pushed onto the backburner 
after Doug’s diagnosis. It was 
Doug’s mother, Janet Leverich, 
who reopened the idea, stepping 
up with both “emotional and 
monetary” support, according to 
Van Over.

“The mural is a tribute not only 
to Doug and his contributions to 
SHS, but as a lasting remembrance 
of the humble rebirth of theater 
there,” he said. “I get misty every 
time I stand on that walkway and 
look at 19-year-old Doug smiling 
at everything we accomplished.”

This November marks 20 years 
since Doug’s passing. Current 
drama students at SHS, like junior 
Ania Kranz, did not know Doug, 
but agree that the mural made in 
his honor effectively reflects the 
heart of the drama department.

“I think the drama department 
is one that is incredibly 
welcoming,” Kranz said. “The 
mural shows a variety of people, 
and I think it does reflect creativity 
and acceptance.”

Armes thinks it would be a 
good idea for the school should pay 

to have the drama mural touched 
up, since there are noticeable pen 
marks and words etched into the 
paint.

“I think it’s important to bring 
light to it,” Kranz said. “Respecting 
people that were once part of our 
community is always valuable.” u

Drama mural honors grad who lost battle with cancer 

“That test just raped me”; “that was so gay”; 
“n****.” 

Junior Nathan Kang has heard all of these 
phrases used in person and on Facebook mes-
senger. Kang himself admits to using some of 
these terms before, mostly unaware of their 
historical and offensive connotations.

“What people don’t realize is that these 
words, when used as insults, are basically call-
ing someone less than human,” Kang said. 
“That’s not cool in general, but I think many 
students don’t think about the meaning be-
hind these words when they say them.”

Kang said he’s only recently realized the im-
portance of knowing the meaning behind dif-
ferent words. Specifically, he recalls watching 
the movie “Twelve Years a Slave” in English 
teacher Meg Battey’s English 11 class. After 
seeing enslaved African Americans called the 
n-word by abusive white slave masters, Kang 
said he realized that this word was not just an 
insult, but a way to demean slaves as less than 
human. 

Similarly, English teacher Natasha Ritchie 
also decided to show this film to both her hon-
ors and MAP students in order teach students 
the importance of language. Ritchie said al-
though she mostly focuses on writing, reading 
and grammar, these elements of English all de-
pend on an understanding of words and how 
words have power.

When students read books such as “Be-
loved” by Toni Morrison — a novel based on 
the post-Civil War life of a female slave — it al-
lows students to realize that Morrison is “craft-
ing an idea for you in language,” Ritchie said.

“I think it’s just a good idea to ground your-
self once in a while,” Ritchie said. “And ask 
ourselves, ‘Do we really think about what we 
say?’ and ‘How much conscious filtering [do] 
we do?’”

In addition to “Beloved,” Ritchie’s students 
also read “The Adventures of Huckleberry 
Finn” by Mark Twain, a novel that outlines the 
journey of a runaway slave and a white boy. 
With both of these novels, Ritchie teaches 
that there are so many ways to dehumanize 
people, and one of the most prominent ways is 
through language. 

“I don’t think we think about language 
as having dehumanizing power very much,” 
Ritchie said. “We think about physical abuse, 
brutality or violence, but the mental abuse is 
always language based.”

Junior Vivian Luo recalls her presentation 
on “Huckleberry Finn” in Ritchie’s English 11 
Honors class, during which she mentioned the 
censored a version of the novel that replaces 
the n-word with the word “slave.” Despite 
the censored version’s intention of protecting 
young readers from strong language, Luo be-
lieves this editorial choice lessens the novel’s 
message about the impact of slavery. 

“I think reading the uncensored version 
in class makes us realize the effect that words, 
like the n-word, have on people,” Luo said. “In 
many ways, this word captures the discrimi-
nation African Americans faced in America at 
the time.”

Ritchie says she is not a fan of censoring 
language because she feels that history cannot 
be censored.

That said, Ritchie believes that these novels 
with such powerful or controversial language 
should not be taught without discussion of 
words. Then, Ritchie said, the words just “sit 
out there. And that’s not good either.”

“I think it’s kind of absurd to say, ‘My deli-
cate sensibilities cannot read this word in this 
book,’” Ritchie said. “But what about the 60 
million people that Morrison dedicates her 
book to who actually heard the word directed 
at them in a derogatory way?” u

English 11 
students learn 
importance of 
filtering offensive 
language 

Boxes carefully placed for sculptures 
to later be presented on, and folding 
walls empty but for the memories of 
past artworks. A little drab, perhaps but 
only for the better to contrast with the 
gorgeous paintings and works that will 
later light up the room.

The Stephen McCue Art Gallery 
opened on the fall of 2013, as a way of 
honoring McCue, an art teacher and 
friend of many at SHS for 15 years be-
fore his death from a non-smoking-re-
lated form of lung cancer in 2013.

The gallery opens every semester to 
display paintings, drawings, ceramic 
projects and other visual art. 

The gallery opens periodically once 
art students have completed certain 
projects and are ready for display.

“It’s a wonderful area to both see the 
talents and skills of the students, but to 
remember our colleague,” assistant prin-
cipal Kerry Mohnike said.

McCue passed away in January 2013 
from mesothelioma, a rare kind of lung 
cancer. He was 47.

According to former ceramics teach-
er Leah Aguayo, who now teaches at Los 
Gatos after more than three decades at 
SHS, the art department wanted its own 
gallery for years, yet McCue was never 
able to see it happen. Art teacher Di-
anne Vanry and Aguayo worked on the 
project to turn the previous College and 
Career Center to the current Stephen 
McCue Art Gallery. 

The gallery needed to be cleaned 
thoroughly of the boxes, papers and files 
that were stored in there. 

Aguayo described the mess as “over-
whelming with years and years of col-
lege stuff.”

Aguayo, maintenance head Brian 

BY AdinaBidel
& LeenaElzeiny

Moran and his crew had to aid in ac-
complishing the daunting task. Accord-
ing to Moran, it took two workers a to-
tal of 16 hours to move the College and 
Career Center.

Finally, in the fall of the third year af-
ter his death, the gallery opened.

“The art gallery is a really great place, 
especially for art students to get the 
experience of showing their work and 
non-art students as well to see it,” Vanry 
said.

Now, Vanry uses the gallery even 
outside show times to accommodate for 
the higher level drawing students who 
need the space to work. Aguayo said 
that with four levels in one period, the 
extra space is nice to have.

Because of the windows, the art room 
is not able to turn completely dark. Ac-

The mural commemorates the life of 1996 alumnus and drama member 
Doug Leverich, who lost his battle against leukemia on Nov. 21, 1997.

FALCON // ISABELLE YANG

In the giant shed on the back side 
of the science wing, rows of tools and 
equipment line the walls. In one room 
there are shelves that contain blueprints. 
Golf carts whiz in and out of the build-
ing, driven workers who maintain the 
campus and keep it in order. 

The school’s dozen maintenance 
workers provide the constant fixes and 
cleaning that keep campus humming.

Built 15 years ago, their headquar-
ters acts as their hub, allowing them to 
maintain the 200,000-square-foot cam-
pus much more efficiently. 

Once a bus yard, the 4,500-square-
foot shed was the result of the school’s 
first major facilities bond in the late 
‘90s. Originally, the maintenance staff 
worked out of a smaller shed next to the 
bus yard. However, as time passed, the 
bus yard was taken out and the larger 
shed took its place. 

“This is kind of our home base. We 
come from here onto the campus,” said 
head of maintenance Brian Moran.

The task to maintain the campus be-
gins at 7:30 a.m. when the staff meets in 
the shed to discuss the day’s agenda and 
distribute tasks. Their mission to main-
tain the campus continues even after 
students leave campus, with custodian 
rotations beginning at 3 p.m. and going 

until 11 p.m. 
Also in the shed are offices that house 

the maintenance staff during the day. 
These offices also contain a smaller 

annex that functions as the workshop 
for McAfee Center coordinator Adrian 
Stapleton, who helps students as they 
make the sets for the school’s plays. This 
annex, once functioning as the storage 
shed for Grad Night was moved into 

storage containers near the football field 
and now contains supplies and props for 
the drama sets. 

This shed is invaluable to the mainte-
nance staff, as it allows them to take care 
of the campus in an organized and more 
effective way.

“For the last 15 years, it has been and 
it will be our home base as long as the 
campus is here,” Moran said. u

Maintenance staff uses garage as headquarters
BY DavidKoh
& RahulVadlakonda

FALCON // ISABELLE YANG
The maintenance staff built the shed on a former bus yard fifteen years ago. The 
4,500 ft area now headquarters and houses the school’s maintenance operations.

Hidden between the large 
window panes of the library and 
the gate of the upper field, Hyde 
Park provides a clean and quiet 
environment for students to study 
or socialize. On most days, the 
area is a hangout spot for members 
of the Color Guard. Some sit there 
catching up on schoolwork or 
just talking with friends; others 
practice their Guard skills on the 
freshly cut grass, spinning flags or 
tossing rifles high into the air.

Following former assistant 
principal Karen Hyde’s retirement 
in 2012, the school and the SHS 
Foundation decided to build the 
small grassy area as a tribute to her 
36 years at Saratoga High. 

Completed in the spring 
of 2012, the park displays a 
small garden, three tables and 
two benches, as well as a small 
sign inscribed “Hyde Park” in 
capitalized black letters. 

“I actually didn’t know it was 
happening,” Hyde said. “The 
old ‘park’ was an ugly, barren 
patch outside the library and the 
custodial, maintenance staff and 
(then assistant principal) Mr. 
Mount prepared it to be Hyde Park. 
The day of my retirement party, I 
was driven up to be surprised, and 
surprised I was!”

Now, Hyde works as a college 
admissions counselor, and often 
connects with alumni. 

“I loved working and spending 

hours, years with students at 
Saratoga, many of whom I remain 
in contact with and many whose 
children I see as clients,” Hyde 
said. “So I hope Hyde Park is a 
place where kids can spend time 
together, enjoying Saratoga High 
and each other.”

According to senior Isabelle 
Tseng, a member of the Color 
Guard, the Hyde Park tradition 
started two years ago, when most 
of the team was gathering to sign 
end-of-season instructor cards. 
Realizing that no one was really 
using the space, they continued 
to meet there during tutorials and 
lunch. 

“Though originally Hyde Park 
lunches were meant as a way to 
meet up for extra practice, it’s 
become an integral part of what 
you might call the Guard lifestyle,” 
Tseng said. 

The majority of the Guard can 
be found at Hyde during lunch, 
and at least half during tutorial, 
whether they’re spinning, talking 
about auditions, catching up on 
homework or just hanging out. 
Because the park is right next to 
the Upper Field, there is plenty of 
space for the team to spin flags and 
sabers.

“We tend to be the group that 
gets kicked out of practice spaces, 
like the upper field, lower field, 
big gym, small gym and even the 
library, so it means a lot to us to 
have a place that’s ours,” Tseng 
said.

Gathering at Hyde Park has 

brought the team closer together, 
as they spend time together 
outside of the rehearsal context. 
Many inside jokes have arisen as 
a result of the tradition, including 
the hashtag #HydeParkEveryday.

“The hashtag started when our 
instructors told us that we needed 
to start practicing during the 
week,” junior Michelle Koo said. “It 
started off as #HydeParkTuesdays 
since in the beginning we were 
only there during Tuesdays. 
But it ended up evolving into 
#HydeParkEveryday when the 
team decided to meet there during 
tutorials, lunch and after school.”

Spending time together at Hyde 
Park outside of practices has not 
only changed the team dynamic, 
but also provided many memories 
for seniors to look back on as they 
near graduation.

“We got super close. It’s like a 
big family with a whole bunch of 
sisters and one brother,” senior 
Amelia Schwabe said. “I really love 
how close we have all gotten, and 
I’m going to miss it so much.”

For Hyde, Saratoga carries 
countless “magical” memories of 
“wonderful staff folks, and the 
kids, the kids, the kids.” Though 
her career at the school wasn’t what 
she thought she would be doing, 
she is grateful toward “whatever 
force moved her to Saratoga and 
that wonderful job.” 

Her legacy and her love for 
students lives on in Hyde Park, 
which will be a cherished place on 
campus for years to come. u

Hashtags, homework and hangouts
ON-CAMPUS PARK EVOLVES AS COLOR GUARD’S SECOND HOME

BY ElaineFan
& MichelleLee

Color guard member Peyton Sharp sits in Hyde Park after school doing 
homework while she waits for her other teammates to arrive. The team 
has bonded over spending time there outside of class.

BY CaitlynChen

College center converted to 
gallery to commemorate teacher 

cording to Vanry, one of the ways that 
the art department uses the McCue Art 
Gallery is to turn on one lamp and ma-
nipulate shadows on a stand for a draw-
ing.

Additionally, Vanry has Debbie Mey-
er, mother of Sarah Sherman and Sam 
Sherman to help organize the gallery, 
now that Aguayo is teaching at Los Ga-
tos. There is rarely a theme for the art-
work, save for Day of the Dead the first 
time the gallery opened.

Vanry and Aguayo agree that the gal-
lery does a excellent job commemorat-
ing McCue.

“McCue was an amazing art teacher, 
friend and staff member at SHS,” said 
Aguayo. “I miss him dearly. He is smil-
ing down on the students and the gal-
lery all the time.” u

Since construction was completed in fall of 2013, the Stephen McCue art gallery 
opened every semester to showcase paintings, drawings and other art projects. 
Today, the gallery serves as a powerful reminder of McCue’s impact at Saratoga.

FALCON // LEENA ELZEINY

BY AngelaLiu
& JuliaMiller

FALCON // ISABELLE YANG
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Editor’s Note: Eddie is a pseudonym 
to protect the anonymity of the 
source.

It was already past 10 p.m. on 
Aug. 14 when Eddie, a rising ju-
nior, and a few others gathered at 
a friend’s house. They came after a 
birthday party to throw an “after-
party” — the host’s parents allowed 
underage drinking — and arrived 
at 10. 

There were girls there, too, Ed-
die recalls, and their group totalled 
around 10-12 people. Over the 
blasting music, they drank beer 
and took shots of hard liquor. 

Parties like this occur regular-
ly, even as the school has tried to 
teach students about the dangers 
associated with drinking and drug 
use within their freshman health 
classes and in other ways such as 
administrative visits to classes and 
Red Ribbon week events.

According to the Foundation 
for Advancing Alcohol Responsi-
bility, in 2015, about 7.7 million 
Americans between the ages of 
12-20 admitted to illegal alcohol 
consumption. The large number of 
teenagers who illegally drink raises 
concern over how to prevent dan-
gerous situations when alcohol is 
involved. 

“The best thing that we can do 
is to teach students about the risks 
and consequences of using drugs 
and alcohol,” guidance counselor 
Eileen Allen said. “The more stu-
dents are well informed about these 
risks, the more likely they are to 
make good decisions.”

By many standards, the party 
Eddie had attended was innocent 
enough at first. Things didn’t get 
messy, he said, until people started 
to leave.

“During the party, some people 
went insane and even wanted to 
run out of the house,” Eddie said. 
“But when we had to go home, 
most of us were too drunk.”

One of his friends had a cur-
few; his parents wanted him home, 
so he had to pretend he was sober. 
Another was able to stay at an ac-
quaintance’s house until he was 
calm enough to go home. 

“It was super dark,” Eddie said, 
“and we were drunk driving and 
the defroster wasn’t working, so it 
was so hard to see.” 

They managed to make it home 
safely before they, at last, fell asleep. 
He said they were relieved they 
hadn’t caused an accident or any 
deaths.

Party scene at other local schools 
At Monta Vista High School, 

just 15 minutes away, several stu-
dents say that the party scene is 
similar to Saratoga’s. Many students 
drink at mixers or at houses when 
parents are out for a weekend, but 
most of the drinking is confined 
to partying within smaller groups. 
The same goes for students at Lyn-
brook High School.

One student at Lynbrook, how-
ever, mentioned that many stu-
dents in the Cupertino area also at-
tend events hosted by HS Mixers, a 
Cupertino-based company which, 
according to its website, aims to 
“provide students a middle ground 
between lame school dances and 

dangerous house parties” with a 
alcohol-free environment. 

In comparison to other schools, 
Saratoga’s party culture may not be 
huge, considering the academic na-
ture of the school, and students say 
they are aware of the possible con-
sequences that come when some-
one does decide to throw a party 
where alcohol is served. Many are 
still troubled by the tragic suicide 
of then-sophomore Audrie Pott in 
the fall of 2012, who was sexually 
assaulted at a party at a house with 
a large presence of alcohol. 

Students interviewed for this 
story said the party culture seems 
to be contained to a fairly small 
population within the school.

Junior Crystal Sun said that 
from what she has seen, “very out-
going and sociable people” with 
larger friend groups.

“I only hear about parties once 
in awhile,” senior Samay Garg said. 
“I’m not sure if that’s because I’m 
out of the loop or because they’re 
not happening, but I don’t think the 
partying is at a dangerous level.”

Preventative efforts implemented
To assistant principal Brian 

Safine, however, unsupervised par-
ties are still problematic, no mat-
ter how rare. When parents fail to 
communicate with their children 
or with one another, it causes many 
of the problems associated with 
party culture, such as easy access to 
alcoholic beverages.

“We always want to encourage 
communication,” Safine said, “so 
we can avoid situations where a 
parent might think their son is go-
ing one place at night, where they’re 
really going somewhere else.”

Eddie said he agrees communi-
cation is an issue, but that the ad-
ministration’s and health class’s ef-
forts to prevent drinking at parties 
have been ineffective thus far. 

“Health class is boring,” Eddie 
said, “and nobody really does any-
thing like drinking until junior or 
late sophomore year.” 

Personally, Eddie said he would 
like to see the health class moved 
to sophomore or junior year, when 
students are better able to connect 
their personal experiences to the 
class lessons. 

Eddie said that the health class-

es place great emphasis on de-stig-
matizing mental health illnesses, 
but because the majority of the stu-
dent population does not engage 
in partying, the lessons regarding 
dangers of alcohol are not taken as 
seriously as intended.  

For instance, Eddie remembers 
that once he and his friends arrived 
back at his house from his first af-
terparty, one friend passed and be-
gan vomiting. The experience was 
“scarring,” Eddie said. 

“[It] reminded me of that guy 
who came in and talked about how 
his friend died because he choked 
on vomit,” he said. “Those things 
really affect you.” 

The incident hasn’t stopped Ed-
die from drinking altogether, but 
now he says he “never goes hard 
drinking.” 

Ultimately, Eddie sees the use of 
alcohol as a byproduct of the stu-
dents’ efforts to escape from the 
stress of schoolwork.

“I honestly party just for fun 
and to get away from school,” he 
said. “It’s not for the drinking — it’s 
more for a good time.” u

“It was super dark, and 
we were drunk driving 
and the defroster 
wasn’t working, so it 
was so hard to see.”

Anonymous junior

Citizens help combat recent increase in property crime rate

It was a Friday in September 
2015. Sophomore Francesca Chu 
had returned home from school, 
only to find the door open and the 
family’s belongings haphazardly 
strewn across the floor. 

She soon saw that burglars had 
broken the door open and taken 
four laptops, an iPad, an envelope 
of money and more.

In November 2015, sophomore 
Dermot Gleeson’s house was also 
invaded. Burglars broke in through 
the garage door and took over $500 
in power tools.

Despite being one of the saf-
est cities in the country, Saratoga 
has seen these and dozens of oth-
er break-ins in the past six years, 
leading to a response from the city, 
parents and sheriff ’s department. 
Similarly, burglaries are on the rise 
across all of California, accord-
ing to deputy Chad Garton, the 
school’s resource officer. 

According to City-Data, the in-
flux of robberies in Saratoga from 
2013 to 2014 alone was 52 percent.

Though crime rates fluctuate 
for a variety of reasons, one of the 
most prominent factors officials 
are pointing to is Proposition 47, 
which was passed by California 
voters in 2014.

According to the CDCR, the 
initiative reduces the classification 
of most “non-serious and non-
violent property and drug crimes” 
from a felony to a misdemeanor, 
causing the legal consequences to 
lessen. 

Some examples of more lightly 
treated crimes under Prop. 47 in-
clude drug possession, shoplift-
ing, grand theft, forgery and fraud, 
when the value of the stolen prop-
erty, forged document or fraudu-
lent check does not exceed $950.

In addition, the Bay Area is con-
tinuing to become more urbanized 
and populated, which, according to 
the FBI, can increase crime rates.

Response from locals
Local authorities have been 

actively responding to the safety 
crisis to protect homes from addi-
tional attacks.

Together, the sheriff ’s depart-
ment and the city have conducted 
many community forums to help 
make residents aware of burglary 

trends. The sheriff ’s office is also 
offering free security assessments 
for homeowners and patrol checks 
while owners are on vacation. 

According to Garton, his de-
partment has been patrolling with 
uniform and non-uniform cars in a 
calculated manner, charting trends 
of burglaries by hour and day of 
week.

It has also collaborated with po-
lice forces from San Mateo, Santa 
Clara, East Palo Alto, Newark, 
Union City, Milpitas and Redwood 
City to aid San Jose Police in cap-
turing eight suspects in September.

These suspects were part of a 
crime ring, a group of people who 
organized the burglaries and in 
turn sold the goods. According to 
captain Ricardo Urena of the West 
Valley Patrol Division, the broken 
crime ring has led to a substantial 
decrease in local burglaries in the 
Bay Area.

For example, while August saw 
12 residential burglaries in Sara-
toga — a number typical of recent 
months —  only two were reported 
in Saratoga in September following 
the break up of the ring.

The “best method” to ensure safety
Despite such successful efforts 

by law enforcement, Garton ar-
gues the best method to ensure 
public safety is by community par-
ticipation from citizens of all ages, 
“whether it’s a high school student 
or soccer mom.” 

According to Campbell Col-
laboration, programs like Neigh-
borhood Crime Watch, where any 
community member reports suspi-

cious activity, has reduced crime 
rates by 16 to 24 percent since its 
foundation in 1972.

This decline can only be 
achieved if residents participate 
actively and report suspicious ac-
tivity. Saratoga officials have re-
cently kicked off a community 
wide “If You See Something, Say 
Something” campaign to encour-
age residents to call 911 if they see 
anything suspicious.

“Nobody knows a neighbor-
hood better than the residents who 
live there,” city manager James 
Lindsay said. “Neighborhood resi-
dents working together to enhance 
awareness will always be a better 
method to reduce crime.”

The sheriff ’s department en-
courages all questionable people or 
vehicles be reported. 

“With about three or four depu-
ties in Saratoga at a time, we can’t be 
everywhere,” said Garton. “Howev-
er, 35,000 sets of eyes would be able 
to tell us where we need to be.”

Campbell Collaboration es-
timates only about 40 percent of 
residential property is covered by 
some neighborhood crime watch. 
In Saratoga, this means only 12,000 
people take part in keeping their 
city safe.

Neighborhood Watch is usually 
led by block captains who coordi-
nate the efforts to protect a specific 
area. 

Residents in a neighborhood 
watch sometimes meet to discuss 
safety measures, such as ways to 
defend their homes. They can also 
alert their neighbors of suspicious 
sightings by sending out emails 

through email groups and other 
social mediums. The process of es-
tablishing a neighborhood watch 
group includes establishing a me-
dium of communication among 
residents, dividing the neighbor-
hood into zones and deciding on 
block captains. 

The Neighborhood Watch pro-
gram must also be certified by the 
sheriff ’s department and then offi-
cially registered to the city of Sara-
toga. At that point, signs can be 
posted at specific places in the area.

According to Lindsay, Saratoga 
still has the third-lowest violent 
crime rate compared with other 
similarly sized cities in California, 
as well as the second-lowest prop-
erty crime rate.

“The city and sheriff ’s office will 
continue our effort to ensure Sara-
toga remains one of, if not the saf-
est, city in California,” Lindsay said. 

Note: A non-emergency number is 
also available at (408) 299-2311 if a 
situation does not call for immediate 
action. u

BY LeenaElzeiny
& ElaineFan

Hit-and-run incidents in parking lot leave victims feeling frustrated

After sixth period on Oct. 20, 
junior Vivian Luo stepped into the 
junior parking lot located near the 
Sports Plaza, walking to her usual 
parking space.

As she approached her grey 
2000 Honda Odyssey, she noticed 
a huge dent and multiple scratches 
on its side. Upset, she immediately 
looked for any of the driver’s contact 
information on her windshield, but 
found nothing.

“I was worried about what my 
parents would say, since there was 
no proof that somebody else did 
the damage,” Luo said. “Thank god 

my car still works.”
Why do hit-and-run incidents 

occur? In some cases, culprits are 
afraid of the consequences and 
choose to flee the scene without 
leaving any identification.

In this case, Luo never found 
the person who hit her car. 

Nor did the administration. 
Though the school does have 
security cameras near the McAfee 
Center in the front lot, they were 
too far from the junior parking lot 
to film the incident.

By upgrading the school’s 
security system, the administration 
is hoping that crimes that occur 
in the front lot will be easier to 
solve especially with a color and 
HD displays and zoom features to 
capture detailed images. 

Since her car is relatively old, 
Luo ended up not reporting it to 
her insurance company. Like other 
states, California requires drivers 
to stop and assess the amount of 
damage inflicted. Failure to do so 
can result in a sentence of up to six 
months in county jail and a fine of 
$1,000.

Still, about 11 percent of 
all police reported crashes in 

California involve a driver leaving 
the scene, and 1,500 people are 
killed in hit-and-runs every year, 
Criminal Defense Incorporated 
says.

In the past, hit-and-runs have 
been rarer in affluent towns like 
Saratoga, yet in recent times this 
trend has begun to change.

Last May, Santa Clara County 
sheriff ’s deputies arrested a 
driver wanted for a hit-and-run 
in Saratoga that left two dogs 
injured so severely they had to be 

euthanized.
In August, law enforcement 

reached out for help through 
the app Nextdoor to find  the 
perpetrator of another hit-and-run 
incident who struck a skateboarder 
in the bike lane on Saratoga-
Sunnyvale Road and immediately 
fled the scene.

Assistant principal Brian Safine 
said most of the time, students take 
responsibility for the damage their 
driving has caused in the parking 
lots. But there have been exceptions, 

including what happened to senior 
Jonathan Yun last April.

Yun said he came back from 
lunch late one day so had to squeeze 
into a small parking space next to a 
huge red car. After school, when he 
was going to go home, Yun noticed 
a huge dent in the side of his car 
with red streaks, but found no note 
indicating who had hit his car.

Luckily, after asking around, 
Yun was able to solve the issue after 
he found the owner of the red car, 
who later paid for the damage done 
to Yun’s car.

Instances like Yun’s and Luo’s 
only occasionally  happen in the 
school parking lot. 

In hit-and-runs, Safine said, 
“People generally just didn’t take 
accountability for what they did 
and if people feel like no one is 
watching them, they make the 
wrong decision.” 

Safine urged students to do the 
right thing a leave a note or wait for 
the other driver if they’re involved 
in a parking lot fender bender.

For his part, Yun said damage 
to cars, like “a dent or scrape, can 
always be fixed. What can’t be fixed 
is your criminal record.” u

BY AshleyFeng
& MichelleLee

“A dent or scrape can 
always be fixed. What 
can’t be fixed is your 
criminal record.”

Jonathan YunSENIOR
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Junior Vivian Luo’s grey Odyssey was scraped in the front parking lot on 
Oct. 20. No contact info from the perpetrator was found at the scene.
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“Neighborhood 
residents working 
together to enhance 
awareness will always 
be a better method to 
reduce crime.”

James Lindsay
CITY MANAGER
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Do you really know your limits?

Editor’s Note: John and Steve are 
pseudonyms to protect the anonym-
ity of the sources.

John brought the red Solo cup to 
his quivering lip as he downed an-
other shot. Head cloudy and vision 
blurry, he had no idea how much 
alcohol he had been consuming. 

A 2016 alumnus, John was at-
tending a party during spring break 
of his senior year. He drank exces-
sively and began to have difficulty 
seeing clearly or walking straight. 

When he still had a slight head-
ache and stomachache the next day, 
he knew he had reached his limits.

“Since then, I’ve taken it a lot 
easier,” John said. “I haven’t gone 
out too much, and if I do drink, I 
keep a solid track of how much I’ve 
had. I [know when] to cut myself 
off because I remember that April 
night and how awful I felt.”

Despite what he endured that 
night of his senior year, John be-
lieves that it helped him figure out 
his “limit” before attending college, 
where often parties are rowdier and 
peer pressure more intense. 

Steve, another 2016 grad, said 
he dealt with the dangers of reck-
less drinking this year. As he 
walked into a party, Steve felt the 
rush and exhilaration of being at 
his first college party. During his 
senior year of high school, he had 
practiced drinking a few shots at a 
time, testing his limits to prevent 
any unwanted aftermath.

But 15 shots and four beers lat-

er, Steve was rushed to the hospital, 
unconscious. 

Even though Steve presumably 
“knew his limits,” he still ended up 
in the hospital due to intoxication. 
A tube was attached to his stomach 
in an attempt to suck out the poi-
son he had put into his body.

According to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC), 90 percent of underage 
drinking is consumed in the form 
of binge drinking, which can result 
in serious health consequences.

Moreover, at high school par-
ties, John said that most attendees 
are  friends, whereas in college par-
ties, there tend to be more strang-
ers and no guarantee that anyone 
will help in a bad situation.

Although the legal drinking age 
is 21, many students take part in 
underage drinking in high school, 
in order to find their limit before 
college. 72 percent of students have 
consumed alcohol by the end of 
high school, Students Against De-
structive Decisions reported.

Because so many instances of 
underage drinking result in binge 
drinking, sophomore Usman Khan 
believes that even if students claim 
to know their limits, they should 
not engage in underage drinking.

“Not only is our alcohol toler-
ance low, but it is also hard to know 
how to deal with situations when 
intoxicated,” Khan said.

Despite knowing the possible 
consequences of dangerous sce-
narios, adolescence is a time of 
heightened risk taking. During this 
period, alcohol can present a spe-

cial allure to teenagers, whether it 
is peer pressure, trying to forget 
about school or to find their “limit.”

In John’s case, it was beneficial 
to find his limit before moving 
away from home, where people 
could take care of him.

“When people say ‘test your 
limits,’ you usually think about 
throwing up or blacking out as be-
ing the breaking point, but I hon-
estly think you can find your limit 
without having to put yourself in 
any danger,” John said.

This strategy doesn’t always 
work, as in Steve’s case. Steve said 
he realizes now that he may not 
have been fully prepared to antici-
pate all the effects of drinking.

“Based off personal experience, 
I know how tempting it is to start 
drinking in high school. It sounds 
fun, and it might be — until some-
thing bad inevitably happens,” 
Steve said. “My biggest advice I can 
give is that drinking has negatively 
impacted me. I couldn’t focus more 
on school when I needed to and it 
was definitely not worth it.” u
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ALUMNI TALK ABOUT DRINKING CULTURE IN HIGH SCHOOL, COLLEGE

Students reveal realities of party scene at Saratoga and nearby schools
BY ClaireRhee
& KyleWang
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I will never forget how 
I felt watching the first 
episode of the ABC drama 
thriller “How to Get Away 
with Murder”: gripping my 
hands nervously, forgetting 
to breathe, being scared to 
blink because I might miss 
a detail. 

But now, as I watch Epi-
sode 6 of the show’s third 
season, I find my eyes 
darting around my room, 

my breathing slow and my 
hands wandering toward 
my phone. 

The show centers 
around a powerful lawyer 
named Annalise Keating, 
played by Viola Davis, who 
also works as a professor 
at prestigious Middleton 
University. Students Wes 
Gibbins, Michaela Pratt, 
Laurel Castillo, Connor 
Walsh and Asher Millstone, 
also known as the Keating 
five, as well as her assistants 
Bonnie Winterbottom and 
Frank Delfino, work with 
her to win court cases and 
cover up their own murder 
crimes. 

In Season 3, which pre-
miered on Sept. 26, drama 
continues to unfold. An-

nalise and Frank have a 
hostile history because she 
believes that Frank killed 
her child on purpose. 

Despite the endless his-
trionic twists and turns, the 
characters who originally 
excited me flatten out in 
the third season. Annalise’s 
sassy and fighter attitude 
has started to bore me as it’s 
almost the same as when 
the show started. 

The characters’ relation-
ships twisted until every-
one in the Keating five had 
almost dated each other at 
least once.

The third season’s plot 
structure also lacks depth 
and instead, the show fo-
cuses too much on the 
characters’ relationships, 
which I found more mean-
ingless given the lack of 
character development. 
The show focuses too much 
on the past instead of capi-
talizing on what the show 
used to do best– illustrate 
and dramatize courthouse 
battles in the present. 

A major factor in how 
disappointed I was with the 
season was that its shock 
factor had disappeared. In 
Season 3, I was so used to 
death, murder, betrayal and 
secrets that by this season, 
nothing could surprise me. 

Don’t get me wrong. 
“How to Get Away with 
Murder” is still such a great 
show with much to boast — 
excellent cinematography, 
top-notch acting and im-
pressive plot twists staged 
one after the other. But as 
a longtime fan, I think the 
show seems to have lost its 
magic. ◆

getting away with 
murder is routine

IS IT WORTH THE HYPE?
REPORTERS REVIEW TRENDING TELEVISION SHOWS

Miranda is not as 
funny as expected

intense storyline 
may expire soon

WHERE: ABC  WHEN: 10 p.m. pst

2 OUT OF 3 Seasons on netflix 

BY AngelaLee

On Oct. 13, about 2.7 
million fans sat down for 
the Season 12 premiere of 
“Supernatural” as the icon-
ic opening words flashed 
over the screen and the 
theme song “Carry On My 
Wayward Son” blasted in 
the background.

Ever since “Supernatu-
ral” aired its pilot episode 
in 2005, The CW network’s 
fantasy and science-fiction 
television series has been a 
fan favorite. 

Now, 11 years later, 
the show continues to be 
backed by a supportive net-
work, devoted fans and its 
two leading actors, Jensen 
Ackles and Jared Padalecki, 
who do not want to let go 
of the show just yet.

Since its first season, 
“Supernatural” has created 
an enthralling storyline fol-
lowing two brothers, Sam 
and Dean Winchester, who 
are thrown into the family 
monster-hunting business 
as children. Season 12 in-
troduced new characters, 
like the brothers’ previ-
ously deceased mother and 
a new division of British 
monster hunters. At this 
point, though, some people 
are wondering whether the 
show should be wrapping 
up because of overused sto-
rylines.

 In the first few seasons, 
fans were hooked by the 
brothers’  dynamic. Dean 
was full of charm and de-
voted to the family busi-
ness, while Sam was more 
quiet and logical and often 
dreamed of life outside of 

hunting, where he could 
get married and have kids. 
As the years have gone on, 
many viewers have seen 
that their personalities 
have combined and they 
have essentially become the 
same character.

It was exciting to see the 
brothers learn more about 
each other while trying not 
to get killed. Now, by Sea-
son 12, the audience has 
already witnessed the best, 
the worst and everything in 
between. They’ve met the 
king of hell, the Devil, God 
himself and even God’s sis-
ter. For some, it is hard to 
imagine where the writers 
could take the story next.

Nonetheless, due to con-
sistently high ratings and 
huge support, it is unlikely 
that The CW would even 
consider ending the show.
At the TCA Winter Press 
Tour last year, CW network 
president Mark Pedowitz 
said that the show “is per-
forming better than it did 
last year. If [the writers] can 
keep delivering stories, the 
numbers keep holding and 
the guys want to do it, we 
will try to keep going.”

Every story has to come 
to an end, and the time will 
come eventually for “Su-
pernatural.” Fortunately, 
the show does not seem to 
be losing its popularity just 
yet, and as long as people 
still want it to continue, it 
could go on for many years 
to come. 

Fans can only hope that 
when the show inevitably 
ends, it won’t fizzle out, but 
end just as thrillingly as it 
started.◆

BY FrancescaChu

BY ElizabethLee

WHERE: CW  WHEN: 9 p.m. pst

11 OUT OF 12 Seasons on netflix 

With more than 7 mil-
lion subscribers on You-
Tube, Colleen Ballinger, 
better known as the You-
Tube sensation Miranda 
Sings, came out with “Hat-
ers Back Off,” her own 
Netflix series, on Oct. 14. 

Ballinger began her 
YouTube career six years 
ago as the fictional char-
acter Miranda Sings, cov-
ering pop songs and pur-
posely remaking horrible 
music videos, as popular-
ity continued to skyrocket. 

Flaunting her signa-
ture smeared red lipstick, 
loose-collared shirt and 
nasally voice, she ventures 
through life, dealing with 
hate, guys and her unusual 
family. 

The episodes depict 
Miranda’s road to fame, 
and the price she pays for 
trampling on the feelings 
of others.

Of course, after hear-
ing all the hype surround-
ing Miranda and her ri-
diculous singing, I was 
excited to begin the show 
and find some comic re-
lief. Although the show is 
a definite go-to for laughs, 
it’s also one that some 
could get easily bored 
of. 

Since the plot is very 
similar to her YouTube 
videos, it is nowhere near 
as interesting as it could 
be. It would be nice to 
see a different side to Mi-
randa than her persona on 
YouTube, making her ri-
diculous music videos and 
covers. 

I enjoyed the first few 

episodes of the show; they 
were funny, and getting 
to know the characters 
was interesting. As the 
episodes proceeded, I be-
gan to grow bored of the 
static characters who each 
seemed to possess the 
same intention through-
out the entire show. While 
Miranda’s sisters continue 
to try and convince Mi-
randa that she is talent-
less, her father and uncle 
remain supportive.

Ultimately, the show’s 
simple editing and cin-
ematography reveals that 
not much time and effort 
was put into its produc-
tion and is not worthy for 
a second season; the first 
season provided enough 
comical relief. Anything 
more would grow boring 
and repetitive. 

Although the show 
does give her audience 
more of her funny per-
sonality, leaving all her 
“Mirfandas” satisfied, the 
show was nothing more 
than her YouTube career 
transformed into a 
f i c t iona l 
story and 
elongated 
into a se-
ries. ◆

WHERE: NETFLIX 
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As I watch 
Episode 6, I 

� nd my hands 
wandering toward 

my phone. 

Miranda Sings
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 � e 1960s were a time of politics both 
abroad and in the United States; young 
students � ooded the streets outside of the 
White House to protest U.S. involvement in 
the Vietnam War, chanting such slogans as 
“Hey, Hey, LBJ / How many kids did you kill 
today?”
 In response to these events, singer-song-
writer Bob Dylan wrote powerful lyrics such 
as “Come, senators, congressmen / Please 
heed the call / Don’t stand in the doorway 
/ Don’t block up the hall,” urging the seem-
ingly disconnected politicians in Washing-
ton D.C. to recognize the changing times. 
 Now, decades later, Dylan appears to be 
at the center of yet another revolution: on 
Oct. 13, to much controversy, he became the 
� rst songwriter in history to win the Nobel 
Prize in Literature, winning the prize over 
accomplished novelists such as Joyce Carol 
Oates and Philip Roth.
 Some have suggested that these novel-

ists deserve the prize more than Dylan does. 
But Dylan, more than any other artist of his 
era, provided a voice that both uniquely ap-
pealed to the masses and de� ned his genera-
tion.  
 One key trait of any great art-
work is its ability to capture the 
essence of a moment in history. 
Dylan’s songs exemplify the 
turmoil of the Vietnam War 
era and the decades that came 
a� erward. From his gentle love 
poems to subtle anti-war pro-
tests, Dylan gave the youth of his 
era a voice. 
 Dylan’s nomination also raises 
important questions about the 
meaning of the Nobel Prize in Litera-
ture. Should artistic form, be it song, novel 
or poem, matter? Or should the prize be 
awarded solely based on artistic merit? 
 Alfred Nobel wrote in 1901 that his 
award should be given to the individual 
who has produced “in the � eld of literature 
the most outstanding work in an ideal di-

rection.” By that logic, Dylan could justi� -
ably have won decades ago. He provided 
a voice for an alienated generation that so 
desired change, especially considering that 
literature’s many de� nitions almost always 
include poetic composition.

 And now, years later, America may 
very well have found its next Bob 
Dylan already: Kanye West. Ego 
and fashion � ascos aside, Kanye 

West represents the peak of 
America’s next great literary 

movement — hip hop. Not 
only has hip hop already 
made its way to Broadway, 
but it also toys with poetic 
form in ways that haven’t 
been seen before, erasing the 
boundaries between music 

and poetry in ways that even 
Dylan could not conceive. 

 No, Kanye isn’t entirely responsible for 
hip-hop’s waxing in� uence, but he nonethe-
less has played a key role in popularizing it 
as an art form. 

 Admittedly, Dylan’s lyrics may not have 
condoned drug use or promoted other il-
legal behaviors, but they undoubtedly re-
� ected the winds of change that were blow-
ing through his own environment; Kanye, 
likewise, has done the same with his music, 
describing America’s changing political and 
social environment through songs such as 
“Ultralight Beam” in which he writes “So 
why send oppression, not blessings? / Why, 
oh why’d you do me wrong? / You persecute 
the weak / because it makes you feel strong.”
 Kanye’s work not only re� ects the sen-
timents of a small group of artists, but the 
consciousness of entire communities, pro-
viding a voice for millions who previously 
lacked the means to speak for themselves. 
 To paraphrase Bob Dylan, the times are 
a-changin’. It’s time for the Nobel Com-
mittee and other literary organizations to 
start recognizing that the nature of Nobel’s 
original words have changed with the rise of 
music and hip hop, not 30 or 40 years a� er 
those changes occur but right here and right 
now as that change happens. ◆

Joanne, Lady Gaga’s fourth studio al-
bum, brings light to a Gaga we’ve never seen 
before. � e modest, so� -rock album is the 
complete opposite of the wild, unrestrained 
Gaga we’ve grown used to seeing, from her 
outrageous award show out� ts to her puz-
zling music videos. 

� e album’s songs possess a deeper, 
more mature side to Gaga, while incorpo-
rating a sound we had never imagined we 
would hear  from her: country. � e cover 
art, which depicts Gaga’s pro� le while she 
sports a large pink cowgirl hat, speaks for 
the album itself: Gaga has turned away from 
pop in Joanne.

It was con� rmed by Gaga that Joanne 
is dedicated to her late aunt, Joanne Ger-
manotta, who died before Gaga was born. 
When asked about Joanne in an interview 
with Rolling Stone, she responded with, 
“I never met her, but she’s been one of the 
most important � gures in my life.”

Gaga set the stage for Joanne’s release 
with the single “Perfect Illusion” along with 
its subsequent music video. Gaga tells the 
story of a moment of clarity she expe-
rienced a� er realizing her 
partner never truly loved 
her. 

� e song is full of 
emotional anger, espe-
cially when Gaga belts 
out the chorus during 
the song’s hooks, while 
electric guitar dominates 

the listener’s eardrums. Al-
though “Perfect Illusion” per-
ceived Gaga’s new album as one 
� lled with her usual thumping 
beats and musical chaos, fans 
weren’t prepared for the 
complete opposite. 

Gaga’s musical transforma-
tions are clearly shown through the songs 
“John Wayne” and “A-YO.” Gaga sings along 
to more vibrant electric guitar in “John 
Wayne,” expressing her crave for country 
boys like the late Western � lm actor, John 
Wayne. 

Similarly, “A-YO,” one of Gaga’s only soul 
songs on the album, is accompanied with 
clapping hands and funky horns, a song that 
will surely make feet tap and heads bob.

Gaga transitions into slower songs that 
are stripped down and emotionally power-
ful.

 In “A Million Reasons,” Gaga possesses 
this strength in her voice that’s astounding, 
as she cries out over a piano for a reason to 
stay with the man she is desperately in love 

with. 
Joanne features just one other 

artist: Florence Welch, the lead 
singer of Florence and the Machine. 
� ey beautifully sing and strum gui-
tars together in “Hey Girl,” while a 
techno beat so� ly accompanies them. 

Gaga’s album appeals to all of her 
supporters and even may entertain her 

detractors, for the sound, style and inner 
soul expressed in this album covers an im-
pressive range of musical styles. ◆

In October, Vine announced that it 
would be shutting down in the coming 
months. � e announcement was abrupt and 
le�  many people curious as to why what 
seemed like a tried and successful platform 
for content creators would be ending.

Since Twitter owns Vine, the likely reason 
for this shutdown is the company’s recent 
failings to sell itself to outside investors, 
as most of them wouldn’t buy because of 
Twitter’s infamously horrendous way of 
dealing with harassment. 

If you’ve ever been on Twitter, this 
problem is evident. 

One deal fell through with the family-
friendly Disney company. Permitting 
bullying to the point of making 
users feel forced to delete their social 
media accounts, an occurrence 
that has happened an inexcusable 
number of times on Twitter, is hardly 
family-friendly. 

Twitter also failed to come up 
with satisfactory ways to monetize 
Vine. A� er all, most users aren’t 
willing to sit through a 30-second 
advertisement for a 6-second video. 
Because of this, it was di�  cult to generate 
pro� t from the platform.

However, despite its monetary failings, 

Vine was a truly unique platform. Its short 
length videos honed in on a sense of humor 

that got straight to the punch and 
never overstayed its welcome. 

Compared to YouTube, everyone 
on Vine started at the same foundation 
— a phone camera. People of any age, 
any class, any culture — all of them 
could come together to show o�  
their sense of humor on Vine. Vine 
had more than 200 million monthly 
active users and over 40 million 

uploaded videos. It was a far cry from 
being dead or quiet, seeing as over 1 billion 
vine loops were played daily. 

Well-known Viners like Shawn Mendes, 

� omas Sanders, Victor Pope Jr., Demetrius 
Harmon, SungWon Cho, among many 
others, were able to use it as a jumping-o�  
point to further their careers. 

Even if Vine has sunk, its population 
is smoothly transitioning to better, more 
stable outcomes.

People from almost any background 
or walk of life had the chance to showcase 
themselves using Vine and the app will be 
dearly missed. Nothing on the internet is 
gone forever, so don’t be too upset. Vine’s 
short-form videos will still live on through 
Facebook livestreams, Instagram, Snapchat 
and other video-sharing creations yet to 
come in the future. ◆

Dylan breaks ground as � rst songwriter 
to win Nobel Prize; will Kanye be next?
BY DerekChen
& KyleWang

‘Joanne’ a musical triumph 
for transformed Lady Gaga

Vine shutdown a poor move: Twitter’s big mistake of 2016

BY JuliaMiller

BY AdinaBidel

ALL GRAPHICS BY ELAINE FAN, SANJANA MELKOTE, JULIA MILLER, AND  ISABELLE YANG 

Reporting by Caitlyn Chen

Salin: Ah, it was so worth it. 
Getting to go into the studio to see 
the magic of a live broadcast was 
amazing. � e wait was long and 
nerve wracking, but I’d do it again. 
� e payo�  of seeing SNL is more 
than worth the struggle of the wait.

Q: How was the show? Did you 
� nd the experience worth it?

Q: So how long did you guys wait 
for? How was sleeping on the 
streets of NY like?

Salin: We waited outside 21 
painful hours.
Ling: I couldn’t get comfortable 
sleeping in such a public scene. I 
was making a scene at one point 
because there was a cockroach 
running around my sleeping 
bag, and I was squealing.

Q: Who did you go watch on SNL? 
Why did you want go to the show?

Ling: It’s always been on my 
bucket list to do the standby 
line for SNL, but I never had the 
courage. When it was announced 
that Lin-Manuel Miranda 
was hosting, we needed to go, 
since Luke and I are massive 
“Hamilton” nerds. 

The Falcon interviewed 2015 alumna Sherrilyn 
Ling and 2016 alumnus Luke Salin. Ling and Sa-
lin both attend New York University in Manhattan. 
The two friends waited in line to watch the fi lming 
of “Hamilton” creator, Lin-Manuel Miranda, host 
“Saturday Night Live” on Oct. 8 at NBC studios.
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Sophomore Nirav Adunuthula 
remembers the moment from his 
eighth-grade P.E. class. 

� ey were out running on a dirt 
path when he suddenly bent over 
and began wheezing. He dropped 
out of the run shortly a� er, the vic-
tim of an asthma attack. 

One year later, the scene was 
di� erent. Adunuthula had decided 
to join the cross country team. At 
the Fremont cross country meet, 
he kept his asthma in check and 
sped past the other runners. His 
breathing remained constant and 
steady. 

Remarkably, he not only � n-
ished the mile-long race, but also 
set a personal record of 5:14. 

“I felt elated. I had been try-
ing to catch up to my friends who 
were faster than me, and I � nally 
achieved a time that put me in 

reach of them,” Adunuthula said. 
Even though he has su� ered 

from asthma since the age of 5, 
Adunuthula has never let the 
breathing condition get in his way 
of his passion for running.

Adunuthula � rst felt the pain 
of asthma when he was living 
in India. His asthma gradually 
worsened as the high levels of air 
pollutants in urban areas made 
breathing more di�  cult, though 
he says he had hardly noticed at 

the time. 
“It never really hindered me at 

� rst because you don’t really do 
much exercise when you’re small,” 
Adunuthula said.

Eventually, the heightened pol-
lution led to breathing problems at 
night, forcing Adunuthula to carry 
a nebulizer, which is a mist ma-
chine, and an inhaler by his side at 
all times. 

By happy chance, his asthma 
faded away when he moved to 
Washington state in 2009 and 
“seemed like a distant memory.” 

However, six years later, his 
asthma returned near the end of 
seventh grade, right before Adu-
nuthula moved to Saratoga in 
2015.

During eighth-grade P.E., he 
found himself out of breath a� er 
only a few laps around the dirt 
track. 

“It was easy to jump to the con-

clusion that asthma had returned,” 
Adunuthula said.

He had to use his inhaler again, 
or he wouldn’t be able to run at all. 
Adunuthula said that there have 
been many instances in which he 

has forgotten to 
take his medi-
cine and su� ered 
an asthma attack 
while running. 

“I would start 
breathing heavy 
and I wouldn’t 
be able to run 
anymore,” he 
said.

However, he 
saw his recurrence of asthma as 
merely an obstacle to overcome. 

Sophomore Sanskar Agrawal, 
also on the cross country team, 
said that Adunuthula is one of the 
fastest sophomores on the team. 

Agrawal believes that asthma is 

actually one of the reasons Adu-
nuthula is successful as a runner.

“I think [asthma] helps him 
because he wants to prove people 
wrong,” Agrawal said. 

Adunuthula thinks the condi-
tion has given him the added mo-
tivation to continue pursuing his 
passion. 

In the future, he hopes to break 
a 5-minute mile and improve his 
2-mile best time of 11:59. 

It was also at cross country 
practices, where Adunuthula has 
met many of his current friends. 
� e sport has allowed him to enjoy 
running as a social activity. 

Adunuthula believes all aspir-
ing athletes should understand 
that physical conditions like asth-
ma are possible to overcome. 

“Just try something. When you 
� nd something you enjoy, just do 
it, even if there are obstacles in the 
way,” he said. ◆

During a summer league game this year, 
a 5-foot-8 point guard from Half-Moon 
Bay sneered as junior Chloe Fung, standing 
at 5-feet,  dribbled up the basketball court. 
Fung studied her opponent for a split second 
and made her move. � e opponents wid-
ened their eyes, as Fung zipped past their 
carefully constructed defense to score a wide 
open layup. 

Fung doesn’t look like a stereotypical 
basketball player, and her small stature and 
quiet nature appear non-threatening. Yet 
for what she lacks in size she makes up with 
strength, speed and basketball intelligence, 
thriving in a height-dominated sport.

“Her weakness obviously is her size,” 
head coach Mike Davey said. “It’s something 
she has to overcome because she’s going to 
get posted up by larger guards.”

Even so, Davey thinks she has the strength 
to fend o�  these larger players. Davey also 
views Fung  as “among the best shooters on 
the team,” and her former teammate junior 
Avni Madhani describes her as “one of the 
best ball handlers” that she’s ever seen.

With her exceptional shooting skills and 
ball handling, Fung became a prominent 
player early in her high school career, col-
lecting award a� er award in her two sea-
sons of JV, which included league MVP in 

her sophomore year under JV coach Danny 
Wallace.  

“� e � rst time I saw Chloe play, I could 
see that she was here to win,” Wallace said. 
“One of the things I admire about Chloe 
is her dedication and how she is willing to 
train and work hard not just for herself, but 
for the team.”

Fung’s determination to not let her size 
hold her back has been  a source of admira-
tion for her teammates, especially for young-
er players.  Coupled with her relentless work 
ethic, her quiet sense of humor has allowed 
her to develop close relationships with her 
varsity teammates.

“Most people think she’s shy but once you 
get to know her, she’s really funny, loud and 
weird and she has her own brand of humor,” 
said senior captain Rachel Davey.

Introduced to the sport when she was in 
kindergarten at a basketball camp in New 
York, Fung continued her passion for bas-
ketball when she moved to California in sec-
ond grade, joining the local National Junior 
Basketball (NJB) team. 

It was during an NJB game in seventh 
grade, when Fung scored a 3-pointer, lead-
ing her team to victory, that gave her the 
con� dence to � nd success on the courts. 

“When the shot went in, I felt that I could 
actually be a good point guard and be able 
to shoot,” Fung said. “A� er that I felt really 
happy and more con� dent that I could pur-
sue basketball.”

Pulled up to varsity during CCS last year, 
Fung now faces the challenge of helping � ll 
in the large holes le�  by the 2016 alumni. 
She admits that she was intimidated by the 
intensity and physicality of the varsity level 
at � rst, but she soon grew more accustomed 
to their fast-paced plays during the summer 
league. 

Her role will now be more integral than 
ever; as one of the point guards, Fung will 
need to lead the team in setting up plays and 

adjusting to each team they play.
“Being a point guard is a really important 

position, managing the team, overcoming 
setbacks when we have setbacks and not 
letting them carry over into the next play,” 
Davey said. “� at’s really important for the 
point guards, if the last play didn’t go well, 
we’re not going to let it a� ect the next one.”

He is con� dent that Fung will be able to 
step into the shoes of previous players on 
varsity. 

However, as with all other players, there 
is still room for improvement for the talent-
ed point guard.

“I think she needs to gain more con� -
dence. Success breeds con� dence,” Davey 
said. “She had success last year on JV and I 
want her to have the same success this year. I 

think the world of her and I just really want 
her to do well.”

As a new player to varsity, Fung is pre-
pared to face her fair share of obstacles.

“Since I’m in smaller and sometimes not 
able to see over other people, I should really 
work on my passes and have the power and 
get it to players that are down low and all the 
way down the court,” Fung said. 

To thrive among her fellow varsity team-
mates, Fung is determined to learn new 
techniques and work on her skills as point 
guard. 

“Since I’m on varsity now, I hope to im-
prove on being able to be a better point 
guard, be aware of the court, be more con-
� dent with the ball and not be scared to try 
new things so I can improve,” Fung said. ◆

Cross country runner outruns asthma

Short in real life, but a giant on the court

“One of the things I admire 
about Chloe is her dedication 
and how she is willing to 
work hard for the team.”

Mike DaveyCOACH

BY HarshiniRamaswamy

BY DavidKoh

Junior Chloe Fung dribbles down the court during a home game vs. Half Moon Bay last year.
Courtesy of  GREG SPIRAKIS
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“I would start 
breathing heavy and I 
wouldn’t be able to run 
anymore.”

Nirav AdunuthulaSOPHOMORE
Adunuthula

December 2, 2016saratogafalcon
THE 21SPORTS

Playing at home against St. Ignatius on 
Nov. 12, the No. 1-seeded Falcons hoped to 
win their CCS semi� nal match and earn a 
spot in the NorCal championship. 

� eir season, however, came to an end 
following a 4-3 defeat.

“Being the No. 1 seed, we were really con-
� dent that we could win the tournament, and 
we were really surprised to see that St. Igna-
tius was actually a really strong team,” No. 3 
doubles player senior Neeka Nikfar said. “We 
all fought hard to beat them, but in the end 
we lost the overall match, since their play-
ers were more consistent and aggressive that 
day.” Los Gatos went on to beat St. Ignatius in 
the CCS � nal.

Earlier, the Falcons played Valley Chris-

tian in the quarter� nals on Nov. 10, sweeping 
the Warriors with 7-0 a� er beating San Ma-
teo 6-1 on Nov. 8.

A� er tying with rival Los Gatos as cham-
pions of the De Anza League, the girls played 
a match against the Wildcats to determine 
their CCS seeding. 

� e Falcons pulled o�  a 5-2 win to earn 
the No. 1 seed, giving them a bye for the � rst 
round of CCS. Despite Los Gatos changing 
its lineup each time they played against the 
girls, the Falcons adjusted and beat their big-
gest rival two out of three times this year. 

“Beating them this time showed them 
that we were a stronger team,” No. 2 singles 
freshman Monica Stratakos said. “� ey kept 
changing their lineup with the intent of 
[� nding] weakness in our lineup, but their 
defeat proved that we deserved the win. Es-

pecially a� er our � rst controversial match, 
this win really motivated our team to work 
even harder throughout CCS.”

� e team played Gunn in their last league 
match on Oct. 31, defeating the Mustangs 
5-2. 

� e victory was led by No. 1 doubles play-
ers senior Danielle Berkowitz and freshman 
Varsha Horantur who won their match 6-2, 
6-2. No. 4 singles player freshman Annissa 
Mu also contributed to the win by winning 
her match 6-0, 6-0.

“Since this was our season’s last league 
match, we all wanted to go out and play our 
best to � nish it o�  with another win,” Mu 
said. “Despite our loss at CCS, we are look-
ing forward to another strong season next 
year where we can hopefully remain League 
champs for the seventh year in a row.” ◆

A� er the girls’ JV basketball coach Dan-
ny Wallace blows his whistle to signal the 
start of their next drill, sophomores Siri-
sha Munukutla and Kirstin Kruka stand 
underneath the basket, waiting attentively 
for their coach to demonstrate the drill for 
them. However, instead of demonstrating 
the drill himself, Wallace asks a varsity 
player to perform the move. 

Wallace, 29, recently underwent surgery 
to � x an impingement in his hip where his 
bones had been rubbing up against each 
other, tearing cartilage and causing pain. 

Initially believing that his condition 
would improve Wallace dealt with the pain 
for 11 months before orthopedic surgery 
was recommended to reattach the cartilage 
and put his hip “back together.” 

A� er his surgery in mid September, 
Wallace has had to work around his physi-
cal limitations during the recovery period 
to continue to coach the girls’ JV basketball 
team.

“I didn’t want to take time o�  because it’s 
something that I really love doing,” Wallace 
said. “I love coaching and spending time 
with my students and athletes; it’s what I 
look forward to doing every day.”

Varsity coach Mike Davey says Wallace 
has remained an e� ective coach for the girls’ 
team even with his injury because he knows 
how to communicate with the team. Ac-
cording to Kruka, working with older play-
ers has been e� ective and she appreciates 
Wallace’s e� orts.

“I really admire his progress because it 
was a pretty rough injury,” Kruka said. “He’s 
been really strong about it, and he doesn’t 
really let [the injury] get in the way [of his 
coaching].”

Wallace was also able to re� ect on how 
his experience dealing with his injury 
changed his outlook on life.

“� e limitation has made me more 
humble, and I have more respect for people 

who go through these things,” Wallace said. 
“Something as simple as learning how to 
walk again took me six weeks. It’s amazing 
how much you take things for granted.”

Even though he is dealing with his own 
recovery, Wallace is maintaining his pa-
tience and expresses high hopes for the 
team’s season.

“I’m doing really well; humor is the best 
medicine in my opinion,” Wallace said. “I 
think all I can do is keep on being positive 
and try to be as helpful as I can with my 
girls.” u

Basketball coach battles injury
BY KittyHuang
& HarshiniRamaswamy

� e 2016 girls’ � eld hockey team saw 
its season end Nov. 9 when they lost to St. 
Francis 2-0 in a hard-fought CCS semi� nal 
match.

� e Falcons (12-5-2) were not able to 
come back and secure the win a� er being 
down 1-0 in the � rst half of the semi� nals 
against St. Francis, and the Lancers were 
able to score once more before before time 
expired, even with a solid defensive e� ort 
from SHS.

“I felt the team performed really well as 
a unit, put everything they had on the � eld 
and played like champions,” head coach 
Nanu Sidhu said. “As for the whole season, 
I couldn’t be more proud of how well they 
played.”

� e team placed second in the De Anza 
league behind Los Gatos and quali� ed for 
CCS. 

� ey defeated Willow Glen 1-0 during 
the � rst round on Nov. 2, when senior mid-
� elder Hannah Leonard scored the lone goal 
to secure the game. 

In the quarter� nal match between Sara-
toga and Gilroy on Nov. 5, the Falcons came 
from behind to beat Gilroy 2-1, with goals 
from senior forwards Kelsey Kinoshita and 
Tina Miller.

� roughout this season, the team man-
aged with only 12 players. However, the 
team has also brought up freshman Han-
nah Beine, Maddy Davis, Ella Parr, Kathryn 
Hamilton, Sarah Rieken and Natalie Tarbox, 

sophomore Autumn Zuleeg and juniors Tif-
fany Vu and Catherine Zhang from the JV 
team to have a deeper roster for future CCS 
plays. 

With the small team also came a sense of 
camaraderie.

“I personally am so proud of everyone on 
the team and what we have accomplished,” 
Miller said. “I wouldn’t have wanted my se-
nior year of � eld hockey to be spent with any 

other girls.”
� e seven seniors on the current varsity 

girls’ team have been around for all of the 
team’s past three CCS runs; two years ago, 
the team lost to Gilroy in the quarter� nals, 
and last year the team managed to advanced 
to the semi� nals but ended up losing to Los 
Gatos. 

“Next season will be tough considering 
seven starters were seniors this year,” Sidhu 
said, “but I’m con� dent the next group will 
rise to challenge.” u

Season ends in CCS semi� nals
BY EmilyChen

FIELD HOCKEY

BY ElizabethLee

Falcons win league but lose in CCS to St. Ignatius
GIRLS’ TENNIS 

No. 3 singles Stephanie Ren hits a shot in the 
CCS semifinals against St. Ignatius on Nov. 12.

FALCON // TREVOR LEUNG

GIRLS’ GOLF 

Junior Sarah Lo shot 87 at CCS on Nov. 
1 a� er 18 holes at the Rancho Canada Golf 
Course (par 72), placing 54th out of 99 golf-
ers.

Lo’s performance concluded the girls’ golf 
season. Lo was the lone representative for the 

Falcons a� er qualifying for CCS in Leagues 
individually. � e Falcons did not qualify as 
a team.

� is was Lo’s � rst go at CCS. Lo found the 
experience to be memorable.

“I gained experience and hopefully I’ll be 
more ready next year because it was my � rst 

time and I was more nervous,” Lo said.
Waking up bright and early at 4:45 am, Lo 

headed with head coach David Gragnola to 
arrive at the Rancho Canada Golf Course for 
her 8 a.m. tee time.

“It was overall a good experience and it 
felt good to make it to CCS even though I 
didn’t play well there and had to wake up su-
per early to drive there,” Lo said.

In between Leagues and CCS, Lo prac-
ticed at Saratoga Country Club with Grag-
nola.

“� e practices were a lot more focused,” 
Lo said. “We could go on the course and 
work on speci� c shots, so I had more indi-
vidual attention and coaching.”

� e girls � nished the season with an 
overall record of 3-6-1. Sophomore Janelle 
Jin led the team for most of the season, but 
did not qualify for CCS.

� e team will lose four seniors to gradu-
ation next season, three of which were on 
the travelling team, so Lo believes that the 
team will have work to do to make up for the 
losses.

“We all just need to keep practicing on 
our own and get out on the course to keep 
improving and not get rusty,” Lo said. ◆

BY TrevorLeung

Junior plays at CCS for � rst time

“It felt good to 
make CCS even 
though I didn’t 
play that well.”

Sarah LoJUNIOR

“I wouldn’t have 
wanted my senior 
year of � eld hock-
ey to be spent with 
any other girls.”

Tina MillerSENIOR

“I love coaching 
and spending time 
with my athletes; 
it’s what I look 
forward to every 
day.”

Danny WallaceCOACH
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BOYS’ BASKETBALL: NEW COACHES ADD SPECIALIZED FOCUS ON FALCONS’ OFFENSIVE, DEFENSIVE PLAYS
Head coach: Patrick Judge
Assistant coaches: Brad Nall and Benja-
min Neves
2015-2016 record: 6-6
2015-2016 recap: The team lost by one 
point to Aptos in the first round of CCS 
after ending the season strong.
Key additions: senior forward Kevin 
Couch, junior guards Mike Xue, Quinn 
Dozier and Alex Metz, junior forwards 
Neal Iyengar and Kenneth Lee and sopho-
more guard Kyle Yu
Key opponents: Mountain View, Santa 
Clara, Fremont
Star players: senior guard Jonathan Cai, 
senior center Joel Schneidmiller and ju-
nior guard Harrison Fong
Key losses (graduated athletes): Joe 
Eschen, Gabriel Fong, Jatin Mohanty and 
Tyler Yoshihara
League: Santa Clara Valley Athletics 

League, El Camino Division
Prognosis: “We want to win League and 
make it far in CCS,” Cai said. “I believe we 
have the talent to do so.”

Despite losing many important players 
to graduation, including Jatin Mohanty 
and Joe Eschen, the Falcons with talented 
additions and returning players have high 
hopes for the season. 

They hope to improve from last year’s 
season and heartbreaking first-round 
CCS loss.

Training all summer and throughout 
the beginning of the school year, the team 
has not waited until the season to start.

“We worked really hard [during] sum-
mer league and in open gyms to get where 
we are now,” Couch said.

This hard work did not stop when the 
official season began, as the Falcons are 

diligently preparing for their first games. 
The team has learned new defensive 

principles and offensive plays under the 
new coaches, which should improve the 
team’s performance. 

With every athlete dis-
playing dedication to the 
team, the players appear 
ready to reach their am-
bitious goals.

These goals will be 
supported by the team’s 
new coaching staff, in-
cluding head coach Pat-
rick Judge, defensive 
coordinator Benjamin 
Neves and offensive coor-

dinator Brad Nall. 
Brought in from Leigh High School, the 

new coaches have made the offense more 
free-flowing and the defense more suffo-

cating on opposing offenses. 
Judge, Nall and Neves took over at the 

beginning of the summer league, so they 
had time to establish relationships and 
build trust with the players.

“The coaches organize team events 
and treat us as equals so we see them as 
friends,” Couch said.

The new coaches, in tandem with the 
talented players, should help the team 
move further than it did the previous sea-
son.

“This year, with dedicated offensive and 
defensive coordinators, we have coaches 
focusing on every aspect of the game,” Cai 
said. “This will allow us to improve every 
detail on both ends of the court and will 
help us reach our potential as individuals 
and as a team.” ◆

—Apoorv Kwatra and Trevor Leung

GIRLS’ BASKETBALL: NEW PLAYERS STRIVE TO OVERCOME OBSTACLES 
Head coach: Mike Davey
2015-2016 record: 6-6
2015-2016 recap: The team won the CCS 
championship against South San Francisco 
but lost in the first round of NorCal against 
Inderkum.
Key additions: sophomore center Kirstin 
Kruka, junior shooting guard Chloe Fung, 
senior center Yianna Spirakis
Key matchups: Los Gatos, Palo Alto, Wil-
cox
Star players: senior point guard Rachel 
Davey, senior shooting guard Aryana 
Goodarzi
Key losses (graduated athletes): Erin 
Norris, Eleni Spirakis, Nicole Prowse, 
Stephanie Ouchida
League: Santa Clara Valley Athletics 
League, De Anza division
Prognosis: “I’m hoping that we make it 
into CCS this year and can get a few wins 
in league,” Davey said. 

Having advanced to the first round of 
NorCal last year, the girls hope to advance 

to NorCal again. Vacant leadership roles 
have to be filled, but the addition of some 
key players may help them reach this goal 
once more.

“We lost a lot of [long-time] players last 
season so we will have a lack of experience, 
but [the new players] are all stepping up to 
the challenge,” Davey said.

With a different set of players, Coach 
Davey has structured pre-season practices 
to focus more on learning the offenses and 
defenses. According to senior point-guard 
Rachel Davey, since the team is in an up-
per league, every game will be a tough 
struggle that the girls will have to over-
come. Yet the close-knit team is ready to 
battle out against opponents this season, 
and seniors, like Davey, are already feeling 
the nostalgia. 

“All the seniors and the juniors have 
been playing together for a very long time 
so we’re excited to finish out our final sea-
son together,” Davey said. ◆

—Harshini Ramaswamy

Cai

Falcons conclude the season after fi rst round CCS loss
CCS: FOOTBALL

Entering their CCS playo�  game for the 
second time in the last three years, the Fal-
cons were coming o�  one of their best regu-
lar seasons in recent memory. 

� ey � nished with a 5-6 record, earning a 
bid to the CCS playo� s on a 51-20 win against 
Santa Clara in their second to last game of 
the season. However, the Falcons’ miscues in 
their season � nale loss to Los Gatos dropped 
their seeding in the SCVAL league, causing 
them to play away at the home � eld of the 
Palma Chie� ains, a Catholic school known 
as a traditional powerhouse on the gridiron.

Led by starting quarterback Will Liddle’s 
413 yards and three touchdowns and wide 
receiver Kian Gelickhani’s two touchdowns 
and 98 yards on 15 reception, the Falcons put 
up great � ght. In the end, their heroic e� orts 
were not enough as Saratoga’s season came to 
a close with a 55-27 defeat on Nov. 11.

Saratoga got o�  to a rocky start, giving 
up an early passing touchdown to the Chief-
tains. However, senior Falcons running back 
Nolan Chao was able to counter the score 
with a 5-yard rushing touchdown. 

� e Chie� ains dominated the entire sec-
ond quarter, outscoring the Falcons 21-0. 

“We played well in the � rst quarter, but the 
game got a bit out of hand in the second,” ju-
nior wide receiver Harrison Fong said. “Our 
energy level dropped a bit, but it’s something 
we learned from and can work on.”

Saratoga made a late third-quarter push, 
scoring two more touchdowns: a 3 -yard 
pass from Liddle to junior wide receiver Will 
Turpin and a 4-yarder to Ghelichkhani. But 
the Falcons’ e� orts were outdone by Palma’s 
three third-quarter touchdowns. 

Liddle connected with Ghelichkhani for 
a touchdown once again in the fourth, but 
Palma’s run o� ense kept thriving and the 
Falcons season came to a conclusion. 

� is was the last game in Falcon pads for 
13 seniors. 

Both Ghelichkhani and Liddle enjoyed 
stellar careers as Falcons, leading Saratoga 
to CCS appearances during their sophomore 
and senior years. 

� ey both hope to play college football 
next fall.Ghelichkhani had a total of 1,446 
all-purpose yards this season, fourth for wide 
receivers in CCS.

“I’m happy with the way I played this sea-

son, but I know I wouldn’t have been able to 
do it with my teammates beside me,” Ghe-
lichkhani said.“� ey always motivated me to 
be my best on and o�  the � eld.”

Liddle leads the Central Coast Section 
with 3,517 total yards. He attributes his suc-

cess to the team’s o� ense.
“Despite the loss, I’m proud of what our 

guys did this season,” senior wide receiver 
Rajat Vora said. “We fought hard and gave 
it our all in CCS, and it really re� ects our 
mindset throughout the season.”◆

BY ApoorvKwatra, TrevorLeung
& SivaSambasivam

Junior wide reciever Harrison Fong dodges a defender at the CCS playoff game on Nov. 11.

Senior Rachel Davey dribbles up the court against Inderkum in NorCal on March 9.

Courtesy of SIVA SAMBASIVAM

Courtesy of TALISMAN
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BOYS’ SOCCER: TEAM SETS BAR HIGH FOR SEASON

GIRLS’ SOCCER: LOSS OF CLASS OF 2016 PLAYERS LEAVES GAPS TO FILL

WRESTLING: FALCONS LOOK TO REBUILD AFTER LOSING STAR POWER
Head Coach: Daniel Gamez 
2015-2016 league record: 3-3
2015-2016 recap: The team ended the 
season with 2016 alumnus Adam Camp 
placing first at leagues.
Key additions: sophomore Carolyn Ma
Key opponents: Palo Alto, Lynbrook, 
Homestead, Milpitas
Star athletes: junior Allie Liddle, sopho-
more Clayton Murabito
Key losses: 2016 alumnus Adam Camp, 
senior Gina Drapal (will not compete)
League: Santa Clara Athletics League, El 
Camino Division

Prognosis: “I think as a team we will do 
well because we are getting older and more 
experienced,” Liddle said.

Having lost class of 2016 alumnus 
Adam Camp and senior Gina Drapal, the 
team looks toward its current stars junior 
Allie Liddle and sophomore Clayton Mu-
rabito to compensate.

Murabito and Liddle trained over the 
summer and both eye CCS medals and 
possible qualification for the state cham-
pionships. Coach Daniel Gamez has been 
leading the team through preseason con-

ditioning workouts so that it wouldn’t be 
as shocked by the amount of running re-
quired during the season practices.

With just 11 wrestlers, Gamez plans on 
“focusing on individuals and helping them 
meet their goals.” Though the team is 
smaller than it has been in previous years, 
Gamez remains optimistic.

“We’re looking for the next generation 
of varsity wrestlers to step up to the chal-
lenge [of losing some players],” Gamez 
said. ◆

—Andrew Owens and Kyle Wang

Head Coach: Ben Maxwell
2015-2016 record: 12-4-5 
2015-2016 recap: Reached CCS semi-fi-
nals for the first time in two decades
Key Additions: Right center back Ellie 
Pickard, freshman goalie Adrienne Chan
Key Matchups: Los Gatos 
Star Players: sophomore right centerback 
Sasha Pickard, junior midfielder Chloe 
McGhee, senior left wing Emily Chen 
Key Losses (players who graduated): Isa 
Berardo, Lauren Plesse, Kimberly Chen, 
Lauren Maia, Kaitlyn Chen, Sabrina Clark
League: Santa Clara Valley Athletics 

League, De Anza League
Prognosis: “I think the season is going to 
be very different from last year, we lost a 
lot of players, so the chemistry is some-
thing we will have to work on, but we got 
strong defenders and goalies that will add 
to our team to help us during the season. 
The style of play will be a lot different 
from last year, but I still think we will find 
success in our season,” McGhee said.

After losing many of their key players, 
the girls believe that they will face a tough-
er challenge than last year to make CCS, 

but are looking to beat the odds. 
“I think it’s going to be a lot different 

of a dynamic, because we lost eight great 
players so we are going to have to fill the 
spots,” McGhee said. “But I think if we 
work on our fitness and the technical as-
pects of it all we will be a strong team.” 

Sophomore right centerback Sasha 
Pickard said the team can also learn  from 
last season’s success.

“We lost a lot of girls with talent, but we 
still have a ton of our varsity players from 
last year, and a lot of JV players that have 
moved up, along with some promising 

freshmen,” she said.
Sasha’s younger sister, freshman right 

centerback Ellie Pickard, said the fresh-
men are working “extremely hard to fill 
the holes.”

Sasha also said that the team has been 
incorporating new and more intense 
training drills, leading to better results. 

“I think we truly stepped up the train-
ing from last year,” Sasha said. “We’ve 
done a lot of fitness, and possession drills, 
making sure we are keeping our shape.” ◆

—Pranav Ahuja and Neehar Thumaty

Head Coach: Chris Stott
Assistant Coach: Alex Booth
2015-2016 league record: 6-6-4
2015-2016 recap:  The team ended the 
season without qualifying for CCS.
Key additions: sophomore striker Charlie 
Debling, junior center back Chris Auches, 
junior left back Scott Moriarty, sopho-
more defensive center mid Jules Ducrot 
Key opponents: Lynbrook, Los Gatos, 
Milpitas 
Star athletes: senior striker Kevin Yu, 
senior striker Jonathan Yun, senior left 

forward Brennan Wu, junior center mid 
Keon Roohparvar, junior center back Tim 
Kobara 
Key losses (graduated athletes): Rom-
teem Masoumi, Connor Buss
League: Santa Clara Valley Athletics 
League, El Camino Division
Prognosis: “Our goals are to make it into 
the upper league and maybe CCS, but it’s 
going to be a tough season and we’re going 
to have to work hard for it,” Kobara said. 

This season, the team is aiming to fin-

ish top two in the league, make CCS. and 
move up a league. However the team will 
face the loss of six seniors from last year.

“I’m unsure about how we will do this 
year because both of our senior center 
backs and our center mids graduated last 
year,” Yu said. “If we are able to find re-
placements for these missing roles, I think 
we will be good this year because we have 
enough scorers.” 

With most of the key players returning, 
the team will look to these experienced 
players to fuel the team’s success. But with 

several new additions, they’re trying to 
figure out their lineup based on how ev-
eryone plays together, Yu said. 

As the team adjusts to the new season, 
players will continue their tradition of 
dinners every few weeks to create bonds. 

“It’s just a great way to bond with my 
teammates and it’s really fun to get to 
know each of them,” Yu said. “I developed 
friendships with them that I never thought 
I would have.” ◆

—Angela Lee and Michelle Lee

Junior Amit Nag had been waiting all 
season for this moment. He stood behind 
the starting line at the Woodward Park race 
course on Nov. 26, listening for the pop 
of the starting gun at the state meet. Nag 
wanted to place in the top 100 out of the 
202 runners alongside him.

Nag just missed his goal, � nishing 
107th. He and freshman Julia Ho� man, 
who placed 160th out of 204 female run-
ners, were the only two Falcons who ran af-
ter previously qualifying for the CCS meet. 
Nag said he was “pumped but didn’t want 
to give out any unrealistic expectations.”

In the weeks before the race, Ho� man 
felt “nervous but excited” to be the � rst 
freshman girl to qualify to states during 
Coach Danny Moon’s nine-year coaching 
career. She had been going on longer dis-
tance runs to prepare herself for the state 
meet, but had few expectations for herself.

For the rest of the team, the season 
ended at the CCS meet, which took place 
on Nov. 12 at the 2.95-mile Crystal Springs 
race course. Nag, who � nished sixth over-

all, placed � rst among the Falcons. Soph-
omore David Berkowitz Sklar, who was 
unable to � nish the Santa Clara Valley Ath-
letic League (SCVAL) race on Nov. 1 a� er 
an early injury, recovered well and placed 
second on the team with a time of 17:22, 
� nishing 37th overall. In spite of Sklar and 
Nag’s strong performances, the team placed 
eighth out of 12 teams. 

Freshman Kole Tippets followed closely 
behind, placing third on the team at 17:49; 
junior Charles Qi placed fourth at 17:57; 
and freshman Sahaj Rastogi ran an 18:24. 

For the girls, Ho� man placed 12th, run-
ning a 19:55 PR, sophomore Isabella Tan 
placed 53rd with a 22:17 PR, and sopho-
more Siena Parsons � nished 59th with a 
22:47 PR. Freshman freshman Tricia Jain 
got 76th and Lillian Zeng got 79th. � e 
girls placed 10th out of 12 teams. 

“We did pretty well; Last year we were 
last, so that’s improvement,” Ho� man said. 

In spite of the team’s � nish, the girls are 
building a foundation for the future.

“If the freshmen keep training in the o� -
season and some of the sophomore runners 
get going, we can qualify for states next 
year,” Sklar said. ◆

A� er claiming the League Champion 
title, the Falcons ended their season with a 
loss to Burlingame in the Division 3 CCS 
semi� nals on Nov. 9.

� e girls lost to Burlingame in straight 
sets. According to junior hitter Riley Cart-
er, the girls’ con� dence a� er winning their 
� rst CCS game against Prospect in straight 
sets 25-12, 25-16 and 25-20 contributed to 
their downfall.

“[Burlingame] was playing like they 
wanted [the win] more,” Carter said. “We 
also weren’t working together on the court, 
and that was a� ecting our playing.”

According to Carter, the team was also 
surprised by Burlingame’s strong middle 
hitter, a player they found tough to defend.

In their � rst CCS game against Prospect 
on Nov. 5, the team won in straight sets. 
Since the girls had played Prospect before, 
they knew what to expect.

� e girls quickly took the lead in the 
� rst two sets and � nished them 25-12 and 
25-21. Although the last set proved more of 

a challenge, the Falcons held on to win it 
26-24. With two crucial kills at the end of 
the game, sophomore hitter Katie Hulme 
helped the team to victory.

� e success of the girls’ � rst CCS game 
could be attributed to their strong defense, 

maintained by senior 
libero Julia Vita, who 
hustled to every ball, and 
tough o� ense, in which 
junior setter Dasha Gous-
seva worked with hitters 
such as Hulme and Carter 
to make strong hits.

� e girls’ loss in the 
semi� nals was disap-
pointing because Burlin-
game had been a much 

tougher team than the Falcons had antici-
pated. However, Vita believes the team had 
a “great season.”

“I wish we could have went further be-
cause this is a really good team and a fun 
group of girls,” Vita said. “I wish we could 
have gone into NorCals just to spend more 
time with them. I’m really hoping they do 
well next year.” ◆

CCS: CROSS COUNTRY

Two qualify for states meet

GRAPHIC BY ELAINE FAN

CCS: GIRLS’ VOLLEYBALL

League champs lose in semi� nals
BY AndrewOwens
& KyleWang BY KittyHuang

& HarshiniRamaswamy

Vita

Clayton Murabito takes down his oppo-
nent during a meet on Jan. 28 last season.

TALISMAN // KEVIN COUCH
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DMV Nightmare continues to loom

Seniors Arnav Raha, Simrun Buttar, and 
Leah George focus on their project in the 
TEDx club on Nov. 28.

Sophomore Anson Tong prepares to 
through a dodgeball on Nov. 17 during 
Movember week.

Students study at the tutoring center in 
the library during tutorial on Nov. 21.

Sophomores discuss their experiences with slang

snapshots

Sophomore Joseph Li practices his 
presentation for speech and debate in 
room 505 on Nov. 21.

JUNIOR ENCOUNTERS MORE PROBLEMS IN HER DRIVING TEST

FALCON // ISABELLE YANG

FALCON // KEVIN CHOW

FALCON // ISABELLE YANG

Jay Kim and Neehar � umaty

WAYS WE SPENT
THANKSGIVING BREAK

Plan out the night at Formal. 
Dancing and gol� ng seem like the 
perfect combo.

Finish your college apps. Nov. 30 
comes faster than you think.

Watch the 49ers game. On sec-
ond thought: With a 1-9 record, 
the 49ers aren’t worth watching. 

Brace hours to � ght the waves of 
crazed shoppers. Your mom re-
ally wants that toaster half o� .

� at post-� anksgiving dinner 
nap. Let’s be honest here, sleep is 
amazing.

Celebrate the � rst � anksgiving. 
� en recall how the colonists 
repaid the Indians. 

Be thankful for that five-day 
break. Then cry because finals are 
right around the corner.

Get ready for your formal ask-
ing. Maybe add a little stunt in 
the asking as well.

Fast for three days and get 
your sweatpants ready. Noth-
ing like � anksgiving gluttony 
and the subsequent shame!

Make construction paper turkeys 
like in elementary school. It’ll 
take you back to a simpler time.

topten

I’m not exaggerating when I say I’m an 
anxious test taker. If you refer to my earlier 
article, “One girl, one test: How I acquired 
my driver’s permit,” you will quickly realize 
that while under pressure, I usually crack. 

Crack is an understatement; I crumble.
Now, rewind to about two months ago, 

the day of my scheduled behind-the-wheel 
driving test, which also happened to be the 
day of my � rst near-breakdown.

Walking up to the DMV for the second 
time in my life, I once again experienced the 
sweat, the stress and the Driving 101 infor-
mation rapidly � ashing through my mind. 
It all felt like my permit test, unfortunately 
familiar: until it didn’t.

Because my mother thought it would be 
best to arrive early to my appointment, we 
were le�  with about an hour of free time 
before my test. I breathed a sigh of relief, 
knowing that I could now squeeze in some 
extra driving practice before my 2:30 p.m. 
appointment.

A� er practicing behind the wheel and 
hearing criticism from my mother for 45 
minutes, I felt worse about the test than I 
did before. 

At the DMV check-in counter, the man at 
the desk chuckled to himself as he watched 
me drum my trembling � ngers against the 
countertop. He and my mom laughed at 
my supposed “melodramatics” together as I 
gave them a fake smile, secretly wishing they 
would stop. My nervousness wasn’t funny.

Finally, it was time to take my test. I 
jumped into my car with my mom and 
drove into the designated line of cars, where 
I would await my fated test distributor. 

Suddenly, my mom insisted that I must 
know every single windshield wiper func-
tion in the car. She then proceeded to turn 
on each of the wipers as the line grew clos-
er and closer to the front. She successfully 
turned on and o�  every windshield wiper, 
except for the back window.

With my stress levels skyrocketing and 
my reserves of patience now extinct, I began 
to yell at her to turn the back window wiper 
o� . But she didn’t know how. 

As the front of the line came closer, I 
could feel myself starting to hyperventilate. 
I repeatedly shouted “Turn it o� !” toward 

my mom as tears burned my eyes. With 
my voice intensifying, and the car creeping 
slowly forward, I nearly had a panic attack. 

� e person who gave the test, someone 
they call a “test distributor,” was a tall, older 
man with wide-rimmed glasses. Unfortu-
nately, when he knocked on my car window, 
I was shocked and jumped slightly. Fright-
ened, I rested my head on my hand, regain-
ing control of my breathing. 

My mom, trying to lighten the mood, 
joked about my back window wiper and 
how my panic attack never correlates with 
my behavior behind the wheel. 

Attempting to pull myself together, I 
didn’t notice the test distributor trying to 
get my attention from behind my car. Even-
tually, he had to scream my name for me. 

Embarrassed, I half-heartedly followed 
his protocol as he checked my car’s safety. At 
this point, I thought I had failed the test for 
sure, since I kept pressing the wrong buttons 
and even messed up the order of my shaking 
hand signals. I was a mess.

But, as it turns out, I lucked out in terms 
of test distributors. He saw my stress as a 
temporary episode and took me out on the 
road for the actual driving portion of the 
test. I successfully passed the test with � ying 
colors (aside from my breakdown) and am 
now a licensed driver.

Sadly, this will be my � nal DMV night-
mare story — unless, that is, I manage to 
stress myself out enough to end up in tra�  c 
court. ◆

“What bearing would he have to sail in 
the same conditions to achieve a true course 
of due east?” the math test taunted. “Yo, I 
got this,” Amy thought. Ten minutes later, 
Amy � gured out (what she thought was) the 
answer, but an angle of 13,453 degrees made 
absolutely no sense. 

A careless calculation error in the middle 
of Amy’s work laughed at her. “Yikes,” she 
thought to herself, as she rapidly erased all 
her work, stole a glance at the ticking clock 
and started the question over. A few tries 
(and “yikes”) later, she � nally � gured out 
the problem.

As the two of us walked down the quad 

steps a� er a stressful hour and a half of test 
taking in math, it took a few minutes for us 
to notice the echoing repetition of “yikes” 
and “smh” in our peers’ conversations. 

As millennials, we pepper our vocabu-
lary with a string of slang terms, reducing 
our feelings of disappointment to the three-
letter acronym “smh” (shaking my head) 
and spewing out “yikes” almost on impulse 
to every remotely shock-inducing situation. 
� e test just got moved up a week? Yikes. 
We’re out of thin oreos? Smh.   

Slang, which stands for short language 
(we know, mind-blowing, right?), spreads 
like � re on social media. In a matter of days, 
a slang term once unknown can become 
integrated into almost every teenager’s col-
loquial speech, but it can just as quickly be-
come obsolete. 

Take the words “lol,” “lmao,” “goals,” “on 
� eek” and “af,” all of which became huge 
trends and then died out a couple months 
later.

Every few months, a new set of slang 
words replaces the old ones. Right now, in 
Saratoga and elsewhere, slang words like 
yikes and smh have taken over.

� ree simple letters like smh that stand 
for a simple action are completely meaning-
less, but for us, it is a fun and slightly annoy-

ing way to express ourselves. 
Slang will always be a part of culture that 

older people will not understand. It only 
goes viral for a short period, but during that 
time, everyone is saying it.

Each individual word may be just a 

phase, but slang will continue to be a part of 
life. As for us, we’ll be using yikes and smh 
for a while, or at least until we get addicted 
on the next new slang. ◆

dancing
queen

Julia Miller

� e man at the desk chuckled 
to himself as he watched me 
drum my trembling � ngers 

against the countertop.

Framy 
Chutang

Francesca Chu and Amy Tang

It took a few minutes to 
notice the echoing repetition 

of “yikes”and “smh” in our 
peers’ conversations.
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