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 For many, assistant principal 
Brian Sa� ne’s Week at a Glance 
email on Nov. 29 came as a shock: 
Attached at the end of the email 
was a copy of this semester’s � nals 
schedule, with the sixth-period � -
nal scheduled for Dec. 16, the Fri-
day before � nals week. 

 � is change caught many stu-
dents o�  guard, since they had 
expected the seventh-period � nal 
� rst in accordance with schedules 
from previous years.
 For senior Jonathan Yun, the 
new � nals schedule means an AP 
Physics � nal — his hardest class by 
far — four days before the other 
periods. 
 Since AP Physics teacher Kirk 

Davis teaches only periods 2, 4 
and 6 for AP Physics, Yun feels 
that he was put at a disadvantage 
in comparison to his peers in other 
periods. 
 “Sixth period would be the last 
period that I would expect to take 
� rst,” he said. “Any of the other 
periods would have worked bet-
ter in my opinion. I was de� nitely 
caught o�  guard, and I guess I just 

I have to study a lot harder.” 
 Sa� ne said the new � nals 
schedule was created with the in-
tention of helping students during 
the stressful week. 
 According to Sa� ne, the ad-
ministration had to work around 
a sta� -development day on the 
� ursday a� er � nals and also pre-
vent the potential of scheduling 
three � nals on one day. 

 In future years, Sa� ne said 
other periods will be placed in this 
� rst spot to have the � rst � nal of 
the semester.
 “It’s also partially about spread-
ing things around, so it’s not al-
ways the same class that has the 
� nal that precedes the rest of � nals 
week,” Sa� ne said. “We try to o� set 
the ones that were dangling one 
period � nals on one day.” ◆

 Over the years, the Winter 
Guard team has largely been 
made up of females, 
but this year that trend 
is beginning to change. 
 With the gender 
representation on the 
team in previous years 
being predominantly 
female, Winter Guard 
has o� en been viewed 
as a girls’ sport at Sara-
toga High. However, 
freshmen Sean Ryan 
and Jared Ho and sophomore 
Alec Lockhart were hardly dis-
couraged by this gender stereo-
type when they decided to join 
the team last month.
 Winter Guard has reached 
a historic number of four male 
members this season. In the past 
two years, junior Austin Shi, cur-

rently one of the four captains, 
had been the only male member 
on the team.
 A winter percussion mem-
ber last year, Lockhart decided 

to join Guard because he 
wanted to try something 
within the realm of the 
music department that 
was di� erent from winter 
percussion. Despite the 
stigma surrounding boys 
in predominantly female 
sports, Lockhart said this 
did not deter him from 
joining. 
“If people don’t accept me 

for what I want to do, then that’s 
their problem, not mine,” Lock-
hart said.
 According to senior Amelia 
Schwabe, Shi’s natural leadership 
and dedication to Guard has led 
other boys to take up interest in 

 Gathering in front of the school 
cafeteria on a rainy night, 491 stu-
dents shared umbrellas and waited 
eagerly to take o�  on the nine bus-
es headed to the San Jose Country 
Club (SJCC) on Dec. 10. 
 As anticipation built for the 
school’s second o� -campus Win-
ter Formal dance, the Dance Com-
mission served snacks and guided 
students toward the professional 
photos set up at a � rst-ever pre-
Formal party held in the cafeteria 
area. 
 According to activities director 
Matt Torrens, three times as 
many attendees took professional 
pictures with Now & Forever 
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Editor’s Note: Carl and Jimmy are 
pseudonyms to protect the subjects’ 
identity. 

 Carl remembers the � rst time 
he smoked marijuana. � e ciga-
rette was between his trembling 
� ngers, but his body was unable 
to understand what it was like to 
be high. A� er a couple of pu� s, he 
found himself coughing, his throat 
dry from the cigarette.
 “In the car ride back, I was 
screaming and struggling to 
breathe, because my throat was re-
ally dry and I had no water, so we 
had to go to Safeway to buy water,” 
Carl said. “While high,” he added 
with a grin. 
 Soon his body soon became ac-
customed to the drug. 
 “� e � rst time I got high I felt 
good,” Carl said. “I was laughing 

the whole time, but I could still 
control myself and I felt really 
calm.”
 Carl was � rst exposed to 
marijuana earlier this year dur-
ing his summer vacation in Port-
land, Ore., where he tried a small 
amount when his parents o� ered 
him a bit to smoke.
  Since Colorado and Washing-
ton made history as some of the 
� rst states to legalize the use of 
recreational marijuana in 2012, 
Carl obtained the marijuana with 
ease. 
 Since then, national debate 
has opened up as to whether this 
once-taboo substance has detri-
mental e� ects on health.
 In  liberal-leaning California, 
attitudes toward drugs like mari-
juana have so� ened. According to 
the National Institute of Health, 
marijuana use has proliferated 

STUDENT PERSPECTIVES ON MARIJUANA

Junior Alan Lu has been 
an inventor and innovator 
as long as he can remem-
ber, tinkering with air guns, 
phone parts and even a 
backyard roller coaster. 

Until a couple months 
ago, however, none of Lu’s 
designs were used by any 
more than a couple of close 
friends and family members. 
But this all changed when Lu 

came up with the idea of a 
foldable longboard — a cre-
ation that raised more than 
$50,000 in the last month 
through a Kickstarter cam-
paign prior to its market de-
but early next year. 

In the beginning, Lu said 
he wasn’t trying to make 
a foldable longboard, but 
rather an electric skate-
board. A� er watching fa-
mous YouTube stars such as 
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JUNIOR’S KICKSTARTER CAMPAIGN 
RECEIVES OVER $50,000 IN FUNDS

Junior Alan Lu shows off the patented     
folding longboard he and his dad created.
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Decked out in reindeer antlers and Santa hats, 
the rally commissioners danced in delight to “Jingle 
Bell Rock” throughout the gym last Friday. 

Suddenly, the speakers stuttered — sputtering 
the words “fro-fro-frosty air” — and stopped play-
ing. 

Students looked around in confusion, unaware 
of why the music was suddenly cut. 

But as head rally commissioner senior Nolan 
Chao ran around the gym, holding a sign encourag-
ing the audience to sing, students understood the 
“Mean Girls” film reference and sang along to the 
rest of the song.

The  holiday rally was filled with singing, playing 
games and spreading holiday cheer — but one that 
was marred by technical issues. 

“I think we should have started preparing earlier 
because we didn’t know our mics weren’t working 
until the actual performance,” rally commissioner 
junior Allison Borch said. 

“We should have definitely practiced more and 
used our time more wisely.”

Problems sprung up during the rally, including 
broken microphones and props. Additionally, both 
the script and games ran short.

“This rally wasn’t our best one, and I’m a little 
disappointed about how it went,” head rally com-
missioner senior Emma Kovac said.

For this rally, the commission reached out to 
other students for new game ideas, but not every-
thing went as planned.

“We were tired of using the same game ideas over 
and over,” Turpin said. “We took ideas from other 
students and used them, but I feel like we did not 
put them to their fullest potential.”

For example, the commissioners took a sugges-
tion from senior Tristan Bush to incorporate a bun-
gee cord in a game of tug of war. 

However, during the game, the cord snapped, 
ending the game early.

Despite these setbacks, the commission complet-
ed their third rally of the semester. 

“People really liked our dance in the beginning 
because it was just really funny,” Kovac said. “Even 
though some of the games didn’t work as well as 
we intended, they were still really entertaining to 
watch.” ◆

Junior Ian Kim walked into the testing room at 
Leigh High School on Oct. 3, prepared to do well on 
the new SAT. 

With significantly more preparation materials 
available to him than for students taking the debut 
test in March, Kim felt confident. 

Since the College Board 
changed the SAT format, the 
thousands taking the test na-
tionwide are adapting to the 
new format. 

In the past few months, 
College Board has gradually 
released more test-studying 
materials for the new version 
of the SAT, leveling the playing 
field with those who took the 
older test.

By working with test prepa-
ration centers and websites like Khan Academy, 
College Board has tried to supply students with all 
the information they need to do well. 

Junior Ayush Aggarwal thinks that the new SAT 
questions are more difficult, but the timing is more 
lenient. 

For the old version, he found that he could not 
check his answers regularly.

“Overall, though, the new SAT is easier be-
cause you don’t have to study as much; it’s intuitive, 
whereas the old one was more of a memorization 
test,” Aggarwal said.

According to a survey the Falcon conducted 
among 59 upperclassmen who took standardized 

testing, 27 students said they decided to take the 
new SAT while two took both the ACT and the new 
SAT. 

A few students, fearing the uncertainty of the 
new SAT, have opted to take only the ACT, which 
underwent minimal changes in terms of the format 
of its writing test in September 2015.

While some took the ACT because it was more 
suitable to their testing styles, others like junior 

Alex Tran are concerned that 
colleges might change their 
policies in the upcoming years 
and no longer accept old SAT 
scores.

According to Tran, the key 
difference between the SAT 
and the ACT is the style of the 
test. 

The SAT emphasizes men-
tal endurance while the ACT 
focuses more on time manage-
ment.

“I definitely prefer the ACT to the new SAT be-
cause I don’t like the essay format of the SAT, which 
is a pretty big factor in terms of time usage,” Tran 
said.

Despite all of the recent interest in the more pre-
dictable ACT, however, junior Tristan Xiao believes 
that the new SAT is a better package deal than the 
ACT. 

Although it requires more preparation, he thinks 
test takers have a better chance of doing well and 
gaining additional benefits.

“For the new PSAT, if you prepare for the new 
SAT, you can kill two birds with one stone, so the 
new SAT is definitely better,” Xiao said. u

news
briefs

    

While holiday presents can often be taken for granted, the 
SHS Leadership class is emphasizing the value of gift-giving by 
participating in the Holiday Wish Drive. 

The office is currently decked out in garlands and a Christ-
mas tree — all adorned with various cards in the shape of pres-
ents with each card enclosing a simple wish from an under-
privileged child in the Bay Area.

Created by the Giving Tree organization, the Holiday Wish 
Drive collaborates with a nonprofit agency to meet with hun-
dreds of children and print their holiday wishes on a “wish 
card.” 

Each year, the organization sends about 300 cards to the 
school, each labeled with an item that could bring a less-for-
tunate child in the Bay Area joy during the Christmas season.

“We started this event due to the interest of the ASB to 
reach out to the greater community,” Leadership class adviser 
Matt Torrens said.

 “The current ASB felt it was worthy of our attention and 
stepped up to organize it again this year.”

Students are asked by the social studies teachers to volun-
tarily take a card from the tree if they wish to participate. In the 
past, the school has collected around 75-100 presents per year.

“I think it’s nice for us to be encouraging this event espe-
cially in such a privileged community like Saratoga,” junior 
dance commissioner Mervi Tan said. “I don’t think we realize 
how simple some of these gifts are because we can simply go to 
the store to buy it, but they actually mean a lot to the kids that 
we’re giving them too.”

Presents were collected last Thursday, Dec. 8, and Friday, 
Dec. 9, and were dropped off to the Giving Tree organization 
in the South Bay. ◆                                                 

          

The Giving Tree: SHS helps with the holiday season

Admin may reverse GPA changes for Class of 2020

Hoping to establish a more uniform grading system, the ad-
ministration announced at the beginning of the 2016-17 school 
year that the Class of 2020 would use a different GPA scaling 
system from the other grades. For the freshmen, there would 
be no “pluses” or “minuses” factored into GPAs — a “B-” grade 
would receive the same 3.0 weighting as a “B+” in any given 
class. 

This month, however, the administration learned that Aeries 
currently requires that the entire school share the same weight-
ing system and may be forced to change its plans for the fresh-
men.

The administration is currently communicating with the 
school district to resolve these issues and declined to comment 
until it received a definitive answer.

Many freshmen, however, have already heard about the pos-
sible changes. Freshman George Bian said he felt relieved when 
he first learned that the Class of 2020 would have a different 
GPA system from the rest of the school.  

As a two-sport athlete who is also freshman class president, 
Bian hoped that the new weighting system would give him 
more time to focus on his extracurricular activities by relieving 
academic pressure.

“[The original GPA system] meant I could be more involved 
with school activities and the community,” Bian said.

Having learned of the new changes, however, Bian said he 
feels more hesitant to try new sports because the old grading 
system is not as lenient as the new one.  ◆

EVENTS

TESTING

Holiday rally experiences complications

Students to choose new SAT/ACT forms

picturethis

falconfi gures

—  Roland Shen

Student opinions on 2016 finals schedule
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— Vivien Zhang

— Kyle Wang
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DECK THE HALLS        Junior rally commissioners Allison Borch and Will Turpin made an entrance at the 
holiday rally on Dec. 9. � ey then performed the “Mean Girls”-inspired “Jingle Bell Rock” dance. 
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“Overall, though, the new 
SAT is easier because you 
don’t have to study as 
much; it’s intuitive.”

Ayush AggarwalJUNIOR
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Ever since she could remember, sopho-
more Deyshna Pai, a self-taught singer, has 
loved the thrill of performing in front of 
an audience — whether it be acting, � ute-
playing or singing. 

In the two years she has been at SHS, 
she has participated in each annual Sarato-
ga Idol, securing third place this year with 
her rendition of soul singer Etta James’s “At 
Last,” a ‘60s love song. 

Compared to last year, Pai believes that 
being more experienced and more at ease 
on stage helped her to do better and dis-
tinguish herself from the other contestants.

“As a freshman, I felt intimidated, but 
this year I felt a little more calm because I 
knew how it was done,” Pai said. “[Saratoga 
Idol] is like a ladder for me, and I like to 
keep going to the next step.”

To prepare for performances, Pai scours 
the web for recordings and studies them in 
detail. She takes note of the way the artists 
enunciate their words and express their 
emotions, and uses a mixture of imitation 
and personal style to deliver her own inter-
pretation. 

Although Pai does not have any formal 
vocal training, she relies on the breathing 
techniques she learned while playing the 
� ute to aid her. 

Flutists are taught to breathe using their 
diaphragm and to open their vocal cavities 
— two skills that Pai believes have helped 
her expand her range and projection.

“I’ve never really thought about apply-
ing � ute techniques to singing, but I think 
the similar breathing techniques have 
helped me,” she said.

Pai draws her inspiration from artists 
like Michael Jackson and the Beatles. She 
enjoys jazzy interpretations of popular 
songs from Postmodern Jukebox, and o� en 
motivates herself by listening to YouTube 
singers. Although at � rst she found that 
she was subconsciously comparing herself 
to other artists and becoming discouraged, 
Pai said that in the end, watching others 
who share her same passion succeed en-
couraged her to continue to do what she 
enjoys.

“I get inspired when I see so many in-
credible people,” Pai said. “� e biggest 
struggle is thinking, ‘I could never sing like 
them.’ But I realized that everybody starts 
somewhere.” u

All-male acapella group makes its mark
MUSIC

“In the jungle, the mighty 
jungle, the lion sleeps tonight 
…” junior Suvam Sabat began as 
the rest of the � ve singers in the 
En Chords, an all-male acapella 
group, joined in during their 
performance for Saratoga Idol on 
Nov. 29.

As the audience clapped and 
sang along, the singers took them 
on a journey that included ad libs 
and upbeat dancing that ultimately 
won over the judges and the crowd. 

Featuring senior Kevin Wu, 
juniors Sabat, Karl Munson and 
John Nichols and sophomores Ben 
Deselle and Nirav Adunuthula, 
the En Chords made a name for 
themselves on campus as the 
winners of Saratoga Idol. 

With an average turnout for a 
Tuesday night performance, the 
En Chords were able to satisfy 
over 80 plus students and parents 
as well as the judges.

I think what made [the En 
Chords] so enjoyable was their 
� uidity and timing,” Spanish 
teacher Bret Yeilding said. “It was 
de� nitely great to see such a unique 
group during the performance.”

Earlier this year, the En 
Chords were formed with the 
encouragement of their new music 
director Jason Shiuan. 

Shiuan had years of experience 
performing with the Ritards, an 
acapella group that was associated 
with the independent company 
Crystal Choir in the Bay Area. 

Since Saratoga did not have 
any organized all-male group, Wu 
formed the En Chords from the 

school’s Concert Choir.
“I was the only guy in Chamber 

Singers at that time,” he said. “It 
was fun but lonely at the same 
time, [so] I thought, why not 
create an all-men’s group?” 

� e group was created as a 
revival of the school’s previous 
all-male group, Men’s Choir, 
which was formed a decade ago by 
former choir teacher Jim Yowell. 

Currently, the En Chords 
are continuing to promote their 
name, going from class to class 
to perform carols for the annual 
Christmas grams. 

With their latest success at 
Saratoga Idol, they are on their 
way to accomplishing their goal of 
encouraging others to sing. 

“Music is about making 
connections to everyone in a 
venue. � e entertainment itself 

is widespread and that is how 
people love music,” Wu said. “As 
an acapella group, we understand 

that and we would like to continue 
performing to bring joy to people’s 
hearts.” ◆

BY SayaSivaram
& AlexYang

Student productions ramp up actors’ rehearsal process

Poisoned hot chocolate, a hidden 
staircase and an American millionaire: all 
of these seemingly unrelated factors come 
together to form the thrilling and hysterical 
plot of “� e Murder Room,” a production 
written by Jack Sharkey and directed by 
seniors JT Hulme and Zach Grob-Lipkis. 
� e play will run Feb. 10-12.

“� e Murder Room” follows the story of 
Edgar Hollister, played by junior Mateusz 
Kranz, who disappears under suspicious 
circumstances. His wife, daughter, son-in-
law and two police constables join in on the 
mystery, trying to uncover the location of 
Mr. Hollister. 

With only six people in its cast, “� e 
Murder Room” boasts a talented lineup 
with three girls and three boys, one of 
them being sophomore Raghav 
Malaviya. � is is Malaviya’s � rst 
time participating in a student 
production, and so far he has been 
enjoying the experience. 

“It’s a much smaller cast and 
we’re all really close,” Malaviya 
said, contrasting the small size 
of the student production to the 
larger scale of the fall play, in which 
over 30 students participated. 

“Having a smaller cast really 
means that we can focus on every 
little detail to make this show perfect, 
especially since it is so complex,” Grob-

Lipkis said. “I did a show by Jack Sharkey 
in my sophomore year and I enjoyed it so 
much that I knew I had to direct another 

one of his shows. When I stumbled 
on ‘� e Murder Room,’ I knew that 
I had the perfect show: it’s funny 
and witty and fast-paced and just 
so much fun.”

“� e Murder Room” will be 
the second student production 
this year, following senior Lea 
Moustakas’ “No Exit,” an existential 
drama by Jean-Paul Sartre that 
will perform in January. However, 
unlike the deeply philosophical 
nature of Moustakas’ show, “� e 

Murder Room” is a farce, basing its appeal 
on over-the-top acting and outlandish plot 

devices. 
“People love farces because of just how 

extreme they are,” Grob-Lipkis said. “� is 
show doesn’t spare anything — continuity, 
characterization or even common sense — 
in its attempt to convey it farcical nature.”

� e show is extremely nuanced, from 
its characters and plot to the challenging 
set. Set up like a murder mystery, the play 
takes many twists and turns, constantly 
surprising the audience, while the set has to 
incorporate secret passages, hidden drawers 
and several � ights of stairs. It’s a daunting 
task, but Malaviya is con� dent that the 
directors will be able to pull it o� . 

“I de� nitely think that the show will be 
awesome. It’s so funny; I think the audience 
will really enjoy it,” Malaviya said. u

DRAMA

BY AaronChoi
& CassandraKing

Senior Kavya Sadras grew up surround-
ed by music in the house. She listened to 
her father and older sister Pavi singing to 
her, fostering her desire to take voice les-
sons and develop her singing abilities. 

At times, however, Sadras’ nerves have 
gotten in the way of her passion for sing-
ing but this November, Sadras � nally built 
up her con� dence to sign up to audition for 
Saratoga Idol.

“I’ve wanted to audition for Saratoga Idol 
every year, but I’ve been way too nervous,” 
Sadras said. “I’m really glad my friend [se-
nior Gemma Ambrose] convinced me this 
year.”

At the end of the night, the judges 
awarded her second place for her unique 
and raspy rendition of David Guetta’s “Ti-
tanium.”

“Up on stage when I was performing, 
I wasn’t thinking about much other than 
how to get my legs to stop visibly shaking,” 
Sadras said. “But when I got really scared 

I’d look at my friend Gemma in the audi-
ence and she’d mouth ‘I love you’ and I 
would just look up and keep singing.”

Ever since she began classical voice les-
sons at age 5, Sadras has continued to devel-
op her voice and dabbled in opera, musical 
theater and western singing. Although she 
does not plan to pursue music in college, 
she sees it remaining a large part in her life.

Despite her love of singing, soloing on 
stage has been a  challenge. 

“� e less people on stage, the more 
people are likely to focus on me individu-
ally,” said Sadras. “Not only am I on stage 
by myself in front of a bunch of people, but 
I also have to focus on my breathing, the 
lyrics, the vibrato and technique and not 
falling over.”

In the end, her participation in the Sara-
toga Idol turned out to be a huge success. 
By signing up and performing outside of 
her comfort zone, Sadras gained a large 
dose of con� dence. 

“I’m grateful to everyone that supported 
me and I want to thank the judges for being 
amazing,” Sadras said. u

Senior overcomes fear 
of performing on stage

Sophomore places third

Grob-Lipkis

s a r a t o g a  i d o l
 GRAPHIC BY ERIC SZE
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Sophomore acapella singer Nirav Adunuthula belts out a tune on Nov. 29.

BY StephenDing
& NeilRao

Pictured: Karl Munson (11), Ben Deselle (10), Riley Carter (11),  Varsha Horantur (9), Samantha Sherman (12), Kevin Wu (12), Kyle Wang (11), Deyshna Pai (10), Hannah Yoon (11)
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“Aulun.” � e word rolls o�  junior Kristine 
Chow’s tongue as she begins to speak in 
Rumsen, one of three Native American 
languages in which she can carry out a basic 
conversation. 

Chow and senior Devin Fleharty are 
long-time language enthusiasts. 
From the start of their friendship 
over a year ago, they have been 
sharing bits and pieces of all the 
languages they know with each 
other. Together, they know over 
eight languages. 

While Fleharty and Chow 
have always enjoyed carrying out 
conversations in di� erent languages, 
this year they wanted to create “a 
place to share their passions with 
others every week,” according to Fleharty. 
� us, the Linguistics Club was born. � e 
club meets � ursdays at lunch in Spanish 
teacher Sarah Voorhees’s room.

“We want people to know that linguistics 
is a major they can pursue in college or 
something they can just do as a hobby,” 
Fleharty said. “A lot of people don’t really 
know about linguistics and how it can help 
people with speech therapy.”

Currently, the club is focusing on 
Japanese, discussing its writing system, 
phonology, syntax, sentence structure and 
culture. At the end of each month, they 
plan to hold a cultural party based on the 
language, with di� erent activities and food. 

Once their 15 or so members have 
dabbled in Japanese for one month, 
Fleharty and Chow have more languages 
to try. Fleharty specializes in more modern 

languages, including Japanese, Spanish and 
some French, and he is currently studying 
Korean and African languages such as 
Swahili and Zulu. 

By contrast, Chow has a penchant 
for more endangered languages, such as 
Rumsen, Chochenyo and Mutsun, although 
she also knows Mandarin and Spanish. 
� ey hope to bring these languages to the 

club members as well as increasing 
their awareness of the nature of 
linguistics. 

Club member Sohini Kar, a 
junior, appreciates how the club 
goes deeper into teaching the 
origins of language. 

“[How languages are made is] 
not something you can learn about 
in regular English classes,” Kar 
said. “It’s really great that there’s a 
Linguistic Club to teach it to us.”

In the future, Chow and Fleharty plan 
to talk about the International Phonetic 
Alphabet, which is the system that 
represents each sound of a spoken language. 
A� er Chow introduced Fleharty to IPA, he 
said he “got really deep into it” and self-
studied it over the summer. 

“I thought [IPA] would be really cool to 
share as a fun way to connect with all the 
languages of the world,” Fleharty said.

Given the school’s more mathematics and 
science-focused environment, Fleharty and 
Chow are eager to share and add linguistics 
as an option for club members to explore.

“It fascinates me how languages can 
be so di� erent and yet still bring so many 
di� erent people together. � ey bring 
together the world and without languages 
the world would be so di� erent from the 
one we know today,” Chow said. ◆

Chow

BY CaitlinJu
& CassandraKing

Casey Neistat ride electric longboards on a 
daily basis, Lu said he wanted one for him-
self, but its he� y price tag of more than 
$1,000 was far beyond his price range.

A� er building a prototype, he realized 
that it was too heavy and unportable, which 
sparked the idea to create a foldable long-
board. 

“I wanted to be able to � t my electric 
board into my backpack or a locker, but it 
was just way too big,” Lu said. “At that point, 
I realized that if the board could just be cut 
in half, it would be much more convenient.”

Lu pitched his idea to his father Bin Lu, 
previously a vice president at Spreadtrum 
but currently a self-made entrepreneur, and 
together they dra� ed a blueprint for the de-
sign in the next few hours. � ey then head-
ed to Big 5 right away to pick up a cheap 
longboard and metal pieces, welding them 
all together at home to create the � rst fold-
able longboard.

“� e board is really great and portable,” 
Lu said. “I’ve been riding my own foldable 
board for the past year and a half.”

As he rode his custom board to school 
almost every day, Lu was asked hundreds 
of questions about where it came from, and 
how they can get one for themselves. It was 
then that Lu realized that there was large de-
mand for this type of longboard.

Once again going to his father, Lu began 
the slow process of transforming the proto-
type board, originally made just for himself, 
into a consumer product.

Lu and his father successfully applied and 
received a patent for the design. Because it is 
still a version one product, Lu believes that 
there are still minor � aws with the design 
that they are looking to � x, perhaps in the 
second version of the board.

For the past year, Lu and his father have 
been actively contacting manufacturers and 
working on establishing a brand identity for 
their new company. A� er contemplating 
many names for the product such as Fold N 
Go and Compact Boards, they � nally agreed 
upon the name BoardUp.

BoardUp recently went up on Kick-
starter, a popular crowdfunding website in 
which people can help fund new projects 
and receive rewards in turn. In BoardUp’s 
case, the new company is o� ering early-bird 
packages (essentially pre-orders) for backers 
who support the project with at least $159, 
$60 less than its to-be standard retail price 
in February, when the product is released to 
the public via their Kickstarter website.

� eir Kickstarter campaign was an im-
mediate success, skyrocketing to the top of 
the site’s product design category within its 
� rst few days of release. Lu and his father’s 
goal, raising $15,000 in order to begin man-
ufacturing the product was met within the 
� rst � ve days. 

Halfway through the campaign, over 350 

percent of the product’s original goal was 
raised.

“I’m actually really surprised about the 
success of the campaign,” Lu said. “I knew 
that we built a really cool and versatile 
board, but I didn’t expect that many people 
to be so interested in it.”

In addition to BoardUp’s growing popu-
larity on Kickstarter, the company has also 
sent pre-release units of the board to the 
YouTube channel Braille Skateboarding, 
which has almost 2.5 million subscribers. 
� e channel created a video demonstration 

and review of the board, gathering around 
700,000 views. 

With the money raised from the Kick-
starter campaign, Lu and his father plan 
to put the boards into mass production in 
China and are hoping to begin shipping all 
the boards to those who purchased the ear-
ly-bird package in January.

“I feel that BoardUp will revolutionize 
the way people travel,” Lu said. “It’s made 
my life so much easier in the past two years, 
and I can only hope for the same result for 
those who receive the � rst shipment.” ◆

the sport.
“Many guys feel intimidated by the style 

of the dance in guard,” Schwabe said. “But 
[Shi] looks so cool when he’s performing 
that they’re like, ‘Woah, what if I could do 
that?’”

Shi said he has o� en felt the need to prove 
his skill to the team. He said some members 
have expressed their dissatisfaction about 
his receiving solos because he is a guy.

“With the inclusion of more boys at a 
lower level, it shows the rest of the Guard 
that everyone has to work really hard,” Shi 
said. “Just because you’re a boy doesn’t mean 
you get a solo.”

Unlike previous years, this year’s Winter 
Guard will be separated into a JV and varsity 
team. 

With auditions held on  Nov. 18, 15 
members made the varsity team, while the 
remaining 16 will be on JV.

“� e changes this year have been a while 
in the making,” senior Isabelle Tseng said. 
“� is year, our instructors spent  a long 

time prepping for a more formal audition 
process.”

Shi said the implementation of a JV and 
varsity team will bene� t both returning and 
new members. 

“A varsity and a JV team allows more 
talented individuals to show o�  their skills 
without JV members struggling to match 
the same standards as varsity,” Shi said.

� e three instructors — Joey Kidd, 
Brittany Bennet and Gustavo Morales — 
have helped to bring more � uidity to the 
team and help each member develop their 
skills. According to Shi, Kidd helps with 

choreography and � ag skills, Benett teaches 
ri� e and saber and Morales focuses on saber 
and dance. 

� e Guard is preparing for many 
competitions, including the California 
Color Guard Circuit show on Jan. 28 at 
James Logan High School, the Winter Guard 
International on Feb. 25 in Modesto, and the 
WGI Western Regional on March 24-27 in 
Las Vegas. Shi is especially excited for this 
upcoming season because of the new male 
additions.

“From a captain’s standpoint, this year 
looks really promising,” Shi said. ◆
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Leaders increase focus 
on obscure languages
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Junior Alan Lu uses his self-folding BoardUp longboard that supports up to 400 pounds.
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“Renewable energies are a far better 
alternative than nuclear energy because … 
umm …”  the freshman boy stuttered as he 
tried to summarize his evidence.

“Start over.”
Asking this boy and the six other 

freshmen to repeat their cases, senior 
Siavash Yaghoobi encouraged them to 
practice until they got through the 6-minute 
speech without pausing a single time during 
a debate practice in room 505 on Monday 
night from 6-8 p.m.

As the only senior in speech and debate 
this year, Yaghoobi has taken on the 
responsibility for teaching underclassmen 
while improving his own performance in 
both Lincoln Douglas debate and Public 
Forum debate.

“� e other seniors probably le�  because 
they had other commitments; they just 
didn’t really become passionate about 
speech and debate,” Yaghoobi said. “It only 

gets interesting when you set goals for 
yourself and do better at tournaments.”

Yaghoobi alternates between Lincoln 
Douglas debate, a solo event based on 
debating morals, and Public Forum 
debate, a partner event based on 
debating current issues. 

“I enjoy debate, so I see it as 
something I do to compete, learn 
and have fun,” Yaghoobi said.

� is wasn’t always the case. 
Yaghoobi started debating in 
middle school a� er his parents 
forced him to attend a debate class, 
but quickly lost interest and quit 
until he rejoined again freshman 
year. 

“In middle school my parents would try 
to get me to sign up every year, but I would 
always plead with them not to make me 
join,” Yaghoobi said. “Even when I did join 
freshman year, I didn’t like it and only went 
to one novice tournament the entire year.”

As a sophomore, Yaghoobi gave debate 
another shot because some of his friends 

joined the club, and Yaghoobi began to 
attend tournaments, where the excitement 
of winning a round motivated him to keep 
practicing.

In contrast to his participation 
in freshman year, Yaghoobi now 
goes to almost every practice and 
has become the co-captain of the 
Lincoln Douglas debate team. 
Despite the stress of � rst semester of 
senior year, Yaghoobi has increased 
the e� ort he puts into debate this 
year in order to make the most out 
of his high school debate career.

“� ere are certain goals, like 
qualifying to the Tournament of 

Champions, [a prestigious tournament for 
the top debaters in the country], that I want 
to reach before I graduate,” Yaghoobi said. 
“Knowing that this is my last year to do so 
pushes me to manage my time well.” 

Beyond personal success, Yaghoobi 
hopes to extend this passion to teaching 
others by teaching underclassmen skills.

“Teaching underclassmen about an 

activity that I myself have spent a lot of 
time on is pretty enjoyable,” Yaghoobi said. 
“Winning rounds is nice but being able 
to help underclassmen improve is just as 
exciting.”

Yaghoobi’s passion for helping new 
debaters has pushed him to go beyond the 
scope of regular captain duties. On days 
without debate practice, Yaghoobi o� en 
edits students’ debate cases on Google Drive 
and uses Facebook to send advice to his 
students.

Yaghoobi uses weekends to help 
his students; at the CFL novice debate 
tournament in Cupertino on Oct. 4, 
Yaghoobi volunteered to help students 
prepare for their round.

Despite the energy and time Yaghoobi 
has devoted to debate, he does not regret 
this commitment and believes that the skills 
he has gained will help him in the future.

“Some people think debating is just 
arguing well, but it’s more,”  Yaghoobi said. 
“Debating teaches you research, critical 
thinking and speaking skills.” ◆

As the school’s service coordinator for 
the past three years, Tim Galleher has 
been helping teachers and students explore 
meaningful service opportunities that are 
tied into what they are learning in the class-
room. He is also a common resource for 
students who are interested in providing 
service in the community. Galleher teaches 
service learning, a process in which schools 
integrate service as part of their class cur-
riculum. 

Instead of taking part in standard com-
munity service, service learning is relevant 
to classroom concepts. For example, many 
AP Environmental Science classes have 
planted trees in San Jose, and all Earth Sci-
ence students have done river cleanups near 
the Guadalupe River.

While many private schools such as Bel-
larmine and Archbishop Mitty do several 
service learning projects as part of their cur-
riculum, Galleher said that Saratoga High 
has also made a commitment to the con-
cept, and the results have been impressive. 

Last year, Galleher watched with pride 
as then-MAP 12 students Jace Welton, Del-
aney Milton, Alisa Pedicini, Haley Rositano 
and Amir Kalantar documented the life of a 
homeless family walking into their � rst ever 
home at Lodi. 

As part of their MAP 12 Capstone proj-
ect, the students followed a family’s journey 
from their transition from living in a home-
less shelter, Family Supportive Housing, to 
moving into their � rst house over the span 
of � ve months. 

“At the end of this entire project, I was 
able to hear what the students learned,” 
Galleher said. “� ey said they learned so 
much about poverty, whether it was the fac-

tors that make you homeless or the causes of 
it. To me, that’s really what service learning 
is supposed to be about.”

As a pastor for the Saratoga Federated 
Church for 20 years, Galleher has had ex-
tensive experience in volunteering, from 
building houses in Mexico to helping out at 
Sacred Heart Community Services.

“Mr. Galleher’s known me since I was 
born because we’re family friends,” senior 
Hannah Leonard said. “� is year, he has 
been really helpful in � nding charities to 
work with for the Bene� t Fashion show.” 

Galleher assisted with his � rst service 
learning project for the school three years 
ago when he worked with science teacher 
Jenny Garcia’s Physics class. For an end-of-
the-year project, 40 of the 60 students chose 
from three assignments to participate in a 
service project.

Since then, Galleher has worked with 
other classes, including the Leadership, the 
Media Arts Program and AP Environmen-
tal Science classes on various projects. At 
the beginning of October, the Leadership 
class split in various groups to volunteer 
at di� erent service agencies such as Sacred 

Heart and Loaves and Fishes.
Galleher is also heavily involved in the 

MAP student projects, as he o� en helps 
MAP 11 students � nd interviews for their 
documentaries with service themes or aid-
ing MAP 12 senior projects. Currently, he is 
helping students such as seniors Kate Smail 
and Kanika Vora on their senior project 
about the Special Olympics.

“Mr. Galleher just genuinely cares so 
much about all the groups that he works 
with,” Vora said. “Without Mr. Galleher, I 
feel like we would just be like directionless 
kids in our project.”

� rough all the projects he has helped 
with, Galleher says he is hoping that stu-
dents will � nd out what they truly care 
about.

Galleher also volunteers at various orga-
nizations such as Family Supportive Hous-
ing and Loaves and Fishes.

“� e best experiences I have are when 
I am doing something I genuinely care 
about,” said Galleher. “I hope to continue 
to give more opportunities to students and 
teachers to serve outside of Saratoga High 
or in our community.” ◆

SPEECH AND DEBATE

The last one standing: Senior captain refl ects on his experience
BY AustinWang
& EliciaYe

FALCON FOCUS

Coordinator works to make community service a part of classes
BY JennyQian
& RolandShen

Yaghoobi

“Mr. Galleher has been really 
helpful in � nding charities 
to work with for the Bene� t 
Fashion Show.”

Hannah LeonardSENIOR

Studios as those who were originally signed 
up, and the pre-Formal event was a huge 
success. 

“We made changes a� er seeing how last 
year’s photos were too chaotic, and it's al-
ways great when we can see what mistakes 
we made in the past and improve on them,” 
senior dance com-
missioner Christine 
Wang said. 

� e dance did 
have one major is-
sue: A miscom-
munication led to 
the nine  sched-
uled buses arriving 
a week early. And 
there were other mi-
nor problems once 
the dance started.

“At the beginning of the dance, the ven-
ue felt a bit crowded as there were a lot of 
people enjoying the chocolate Sundaes and 
fountain,” junior Mervi Tan said. “But as 
soon as the dancing started, I felt that the 
venue opened up a lot because the dance 
room was actually quite large.”

� e venue, decorated with � replaces, 
maple leaf-colored candles and elegant fur-
nitures, also o� ered balconies where stu-
dents enjoyed a spectacular night view of 
the Silicon Valley. � e warm and cozy at-
mosphere was perfectly suited for this year’s 

Winter Formal theme, “Winter Warmth: 
Wrapped up in Light and Life,” which was 
also inspired by Ed Sheeran’s lyrics to “A� re 
Love.”

According to Wang, the highlight of the 
night was the chocolate fondue, where she 
and her friends “hung out for a good 10 
minutes.”

Others, including junior Nathan Kang, 
mentioned that the music was the best part 
of the dance. � is was a success for the 

Dance Commis-
sion: two weeks 
prior to the dance, 
the commission-
ers met with Devin 
Pennix (“DJ Deli-
cious”), the school’s 
contract DJ, and 
discussed a playl-
ist that would both 
suit everyone’s mu-
sical taste as well as 
be appropriate for 

the occasion.
Overall, the event saw a spike in atten-

dance, selling nearly 20 more tickets than 
last year’s already-popular dance. Many of 
these tickets went to individuals who decid-
ed to enjoy the dance without a date.

Wanting to spend their last non-prom 
dance enjoying their time with friends, ASB 
president Mitali Shanbhag and her group of 
friends decided that it made sense to go to 
formal stag. 

“We wanted to set an example that it’s 
acceptable to break social constructs and 

to do something that's not conventionally 
considered as appropriate,” Shanbhag said. 
“So we decided to go stag to kind of make 
a statement.”

Senior Jessy Liu also added that going 
with friends relieved a lot of stress, as it is 
o� en a hassle to coordinate with a date.

“It is so nice not to have to worry about 
trivial things like where your date is, match-
ing colors and meeting up,” Liu said. “You 
can spend the entire dance with your 
friends, and it could still be really fun.”

Sophomore Simran Mallik was one of the 
people inspired by Shanbhag, who was also 
her LINK leader and someone she “looked 
up to.”

“I didn’t go to Formal last year, and I went 
with just my friends this year and it was so 
much fun taking pictures with them,” Mal-
lik said. “It was easy to communicate with 
each other and to let loose at the dance, and 
I think people shouldn’t stress about get-
ting a date because you can have fun with or 
without one.” ◆
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“People shouldn’t 
stress about getting 
a date because you 
can have fun with 
or without one.”

Simran MallikSOPHOMORE
Seniors Jessy Liu, Christine Wang and Mitali Shanbhag pose at a pre-party on Dec. 10. The 
girls, along many others at the dance, went to the dance without a date.

Courtesy of CHRISTINE WANG
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SHS performers fi nd niche on collegiate stage

Accelerated programs: 
a ticket to medical school

Students align interests 
within art and technology

Senior Cameron Mackenzie 
observed the instructor in front 
of her, eyeing her movements for 
the jazz combination. During her 
� rst class evaluation in November, 
Mackenzie was focused, not letting 
the pressure of vying for coveted 
spots at the USC Kaufman Dance 
program a� ect her. � en, it was 
her turn. 

Mackenzie did her best to 
match each move, mirroring the 
moves of the applicants around 
her, who all performed for the 
observing directors behind them.

Like dozens of seniors involved 
with performing arts, Mackenzie, 
who is planning to major in 
dance and business, is tackling the 
college admissions process with a 
performance-based path in mind. 

However, a� er years of 
training at companies, Mackenzie 
transitioned into contemporary 
dance last year, which she � nds 
more ful� lling from its greater 
“freedom of movement.” So far, 
applications have been chaotic 
for her. On top of managing 

homework and � nishing essays, 
Mackenzie has spent most nights 
� nishing her pre-screening videos.
Even so, she said that pursuing a 
nontraditional career is worth all 
of her e� orts.

“Everyone’s asking me why I’m 
doing dance instead of academics, 
but I feel incomplete without 
dance,” Mackenzie said. 

According to Mackenzie, 
most performing arts programs  
require pre-screenings, which 
require applicants to send videos 
before being invited to audition 
on campus. Additionally, she has 
been traveling to campuses to 
complete auditions for the past 
months. 

“� e classes are nerve-
wracking but less so because you 
get a combo and just go with it,” 
Mackenzie said. “But if you were 
doing a solo audition, your routine 
must be executed to perfection.”

Similar to the dance application 
process, many theater departments 
require supplements in addition 
to essays, with some calling for 
auditions and others for resumes 
and portfolios. Seniors Julie 
Cai and JT Hulme, both theater 

applicants, are planning to � y to 
southern California throughout 
the next few months to complete 
auditions. Like Mackenzie, both 
Cai and Hulme have found 
USC and NYU suited to their 
interests. Hulme is also applying 
to conservatories like American 
Musical and Dramatic Academy, 
since he believes that they are 
more focused on developing 
performing skills. Cai chose non-
conservatories like Northwestern 
that would allow her to explore 
other interests.

Cai is applying to colleges for 
a Bachelor of the Arts degree in 
theater. Cai also hopes to minor in 
a � eld that would give her “more 
of a practical side” like business.

Starting with impressions of 
Disney characters from a young 
age, Cai did not realize that her 
vocal talents would someday be 
implemented into her own theater 
performances. 

“[Acting] started out as an 
innocent idea, but the creation of 

a l t e r n a t i v e 
universes for 

p e o p l e 

developed into my love for acting,” 
Cai said. 

Like Cai, a� er participating in 
theater since age 8, Hulme decided 
he wanted to become a professional 
Broadway actor and hopes to 
specialize in music theater because 
of its numerous job opportunities, 
extensive showcase of talents 
and his own love for musicals.
Compared to other majors like 

biology, Hulme said that theater 
requires more previous experience 
with “becoming familiar with the 
acting style.” � eater has always 
been his passion.

“� eater leaves a lot of room 
for you to do whatever you want, 
and it’s de� nitely di� erent,” Hulme 
said. “I probably could handle 
doing other jobs, but theater is 
what I’ve always wanted to do.” ◆

In July at the Tech Shop in San Jose, se-
nior Neythra Srinivasan sat atop a metal 
stool and adjusted her goggles. She set the 
laser cutter’s line width and cutting speed 
and began carving her multistep vase, 
made out of wood and acrylic. A� er in-
vesting so much of her time to create the � -
nal product, Srinivasan knew that design-
ing products was something she wanted to 
pursue as a career.

At the Tech Shop, a communi-
ty based-workshop that provides 
access to instructional classes and 
professional equipment, Srini-
vasan has been able to hone her 
skills for the past two years. 

“I realized how much I love 
building products that people can 
actually use, such as clocks, vases 
and coasters,” Srinivasan said.

She has always enjoyed art, 
taking � ne art classes since fresh-
man year at Art Hub Academy, located on 
Saratoga-Sunnyvale Road. At the studio, 
Srinivasan learned how to draw in several 
mediums, including oil and charcoal.

“Learning how to draw technically is 
really important because the whole idea 
of product design is to make a sketch that 
manufacturers will understand,” she said.

At � rst, Srinivasan was uncertain of art 
as a potential career path, but decided to 
research about product design, the process 
of designing and manufacturing practi-
cal and aesthetically pleasing products. 
Because product design includes a tech 
aspect, Srinivasan chose to take the Proj-
ect Lead the Way courses that the school 
o� ers. 

In her Engineering Design and Devel-
opment class, students are presented with 
a year-long project where they attempt to 
solve a challenge. Srinivasan’s group creat-
ed a portable shelter for the homeless, us-
ing circuits, laser cutters and 3-D printers.

A� er enrolling in art classes and STEM 
courses throughout high school, this past 
summer, Srinivasan honed in on her col-
lege list, which consisted of schools that of-
fered product design programs. Srinivasan 
has chosen to also enhance her portfolio 
with 3-D work. 

“A lot of people haven’t had the op-
portunity to experience making things by 
using machines, but I have been fortunate 
enough to do so since I have taken so many 
classes,” she said.

Senior Nimisha Devanagondi, who 
plans to major in human comput-
er interaction, has also been pre-
sented with the task of creating a 
portfolio that demonstrates all of 
her strengths.

“When I think about college, I 
just want to be able to learn about 
di� erent things,” she said. “I really 
like math so I wanted something 
technical, I love art so I needed a 
creativity aspect and I wanted to 
learn about how people think.”

Devanagondi has applied to University 
of California, Irvine and Carnegie Mellon 
University, since both o� er an HCI ma-
jor. For the schools that do not o� er HCI, 
Devanagondi is applying with a cognitive 
science major and a design minor.

“HCI is really career oriented, which is 
why a lot of schools don’t o� er it,” Deva-
nagondi said. “It’s more of what you � nd 
in a master’s program, but learning it as an 
undergrad would be bene� cial.”

Devanagondi has skills in computer sci-
ence as a current member of the on-cam-
pus club Girls Who Code and interest in 
photography and Photoshop with her 

“Right now, art and technology are be-
ing combined to build products that have 
good design elements,” Devanagondi said. 
“Just like Apple and Android interfaces 
need a good design aesthetically before 
people want to buy them, I hope to use 
design aspects to create something that 
people can use every day.” ◆
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Students seeking to pursue medicine of-
ten hesitate at the idea of spending a consid-
erable portion of their lives studying — a� er 
all, becoming a doctor requires eight years 
in school and an additional three to seven 
years in residency specialty training. 

But for the select students who are sure 
they want to attend medical school, there is 
another option that provides a convenient 
shortcut: an accelerated medical program. 

Accelerated programs allow 
medical students to obtain their 
Bachelor’s and Doctor of Medi-
cine (MD) degrees in seven years, 
in contrast to the usual eight; the 
one-year reduction comes from a 
three-year undergraduate program 
instead of the usual four. Seven-year 
combined degree programs are of-
fered at Boston University, Pennsyl-
vania State University and North-
western University, among many 
other schools. 

According to senior Shreya Ingle, who is 
applying to accelerated medical programs 
at Boston University and Northwestern, the 
main advantage of a seven-year program is 
the fact that students may not need to reap-
ply to medical school as long as their GPA 
and, in some cases, score on the Medical 
College Admissions Test (MCAT) stay in a 
speci� c range. Depending on the program, 
students may not even need to take the 
MCAT. 

� is is a huge burden o�  their shoulders; 
the required scores are lower than those ex-
pected for a regular medical program.

 “It relieves some stress because they have 
a clause that says as long as you have a 3.5 
GPA all through your undergraduate years 
and you get a 32 on the MCAT instead of a 
37, then you’re guaranteed into the school’s 
medical program,” Ingle said. 

Of course, such bene� ts come with a 
cost — the application and entry processes 

for accelerated programs are o� en long and 
tedious. Although each college has slightly 
di� erent requirements, in general, more 
questions are included on the Common Ap-
plication and the program submission dead-
lines are a month or two earlier than regular 
decision deadlines in January. 

A� er the � rst round of application re-
view, for most programs the admissions 
o�  ce contacts and interviews the potential 
admittees on campus before making the � -
nal judgment. 

According to Ingle, of the 2,400 students 
that apply, they may contact only 
90, who are called in for an in-
terview on campus in January or 
February. A� er the interviews, the 
school selects 20 students or less. 

Because admission binds a stu-
dent to a both the school’s under-
graduate and medical program, 
senior Megana Saripella, who is 
applying to several programs, be-
lieves students should be abso-
lutely sure that they want to pursue 

medicine before considering an accelerated 
program. 

“It takes away the option [to attend other 
schools],” Saripella said. “Not to say you can’t 
drop out in the middle, but a lot of these 
programs only take six or seven people, so 
you should know that’s where you want to be 
and be committed to what you want to do.”

In addition, because the accelerated pro-
grams cut out one year of undergraduate 
school, many students, including Ingle and 
Saripella, are afraid they may miss out on 
the full college experience in the rush. 

But this isn’t really the case, said 2016 
alumna Bita Naimi, who is currently attend-
ing Boston University’s BS/MD Program. 

“� ere's less pressure for the students in 
the program because you don't have the con-
stant worry of getting into medical school,” 
Naimi said. “Because of that, you can focus 
on participating in activities that really in-
terest you. Joining this program was one of 
the best decisions I've made.” ◆

COLLEGE
BOUND Students pursue 

field-specific majors
LIFE-LONG
PASSIONS

SrinivasanIngle

Courtesy of CAMERON MACKENZIE

Senior Cameron Mackenzie, who plans on majoring in dance and 
business, poses in an arabesque position at Central Park in New York.
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Walking into science teacher Jenny Gar-
cia’s fourth-period Physics class in Septem-
ber, sophomore Jennifer Li saw exactly what 
she expected: She was the only sophomore 
in a classroom full of juniors and seniors.

In past years, regular Physics has been a 
course o� ered only for upperclassmen. � is 
changed, however, a� er a Saratoga parent 
created a petition last year arguing that un-
derclassmen should have earlier exposure in 
physics.

 Since SHS requires students to take Biol-
ogy and Chemistry prior to AP Biology and 
AP Chemistry, the idea was that students 
would do better by having regular Physics 
as a prerequisite before taking AP Physics l. 

Li is one of two sophomores this year 
who decided to jump on the idea of taking 
physics earlier in her high school career. 

She, along with sophomore Sora Ebrahimi, 
are the � rst to take advantage of this change.

Li said she chose to take regular physics 
this year since she plans to take AP Phys-
ics as a junior next year. A� er hearing from 
upperclassmen that AP Physics is a 
tough course that required in-depth 
knowledge of various concepts, Li 
wanted to have a “smoother time 
adjusting” to the course next year. 

“Since I plan to take AP Physics 
as a junior, I just really want to be 
prepared for the class,” Li said.

However, because of an already 
tough course load, Li decided to 
take Chemistry Honors next year. 
Since the majority of her friends are taking 
Chemistry Honors, Li admits that at times 
it is tough to not be in the same class as her 
friends. Nevertheless, the light homework 
load given in physics has helped Li realized 
she made the right choice this year. 

“When I hear that my friends in Chemis-
try Honors are having a really hard test and I 
see them studying during tutorial, it’s pretty 
funny since I don’t have to go through that 
yet,” Li said. “I usually � nish most or all of 

my homework in class.”
Ebrahimi, who is in physics 

teacher Kirk Davis’ � rst-period 
class, chose to take the course this 
year because of her passion for the 
subject, in particular objects trav-
eling in 3-D motion and catapult 
projections.

“I really like physics because of 
how easily everything you learn 
can be applied to the world around 

you,” she said. “Taking the class this year 
also opens up a chance for me to learn high-
er level math concepts at an earlier age.”

Even though Physics is predominantly 
a course for upperclassmen, and therefore, 
does not attract many sophomores, both 

girls have had a relatively easy time adjust-
ing to the pace of the class.

Since Li is also taking Trigonometry/Pre-
Calculus Honors, a class with mainly sopho-
mores and juniors, she � nds working with 
them during labs is quite the opposite.

“I’m usually a pretty reserved person so 
when we do work in groups, I normally � n-
ish my part and either listen to their conver-
sations or help them out,“ Li said.

� ough Garcia � nds that the addition 
of sophomores does not a� ect her teaching 
style, she does notice that sophomores oc-
casionally struggle with some concepts be-
cause of their limited experience.

“My issue [with sophomores taking 
Physics] is that they aren’t really comfortable 
with dimensional analysis yet, since that’s a 
vital skill that you learn in Chemistry,” Gar-
cia said. “But, other than that small aspect, 
I have no other concerns with younger stu-
dents taking physics.” ◆

Late last month, Class of 2016 alumnus 
and current NYU freshman Luke Salin 
drove through the Saratoga High parking 
lots, barely controlling his excitement as he 
eyed through the several cars for his good 
friend 2016 alumnus Naveed Riaziat, now at 
Purdue. Once he saw Riaziat get out of his 
car, Salin parked his car and ran to Riaziat 
to give him a hug. 

� e months of November and Decem-
ber mean the spotting of familiar faces 
across campus. A� er spending nearly three 
months across the country, alumni like Sa-
lin have returned to their former school to 
reunite with their high school teachers and 

friends during their breaks.  
Weeks before � anksgiving, senior Wil-

liam Chen asked  Salin to co-anchor the 
broadcast from New York on a laptop. 

Salin was ecstatic to help the produc-
tion, sitting in his dorm room and reading 
the announcements via Skype. Even though 
he initially felt awkward because most of the 
freshmen did not know who he is, he was 
still excited about the opportunity.

“I de� nitely still feel connected to SHS, 
and I’m happy with my four years there,” Sa-
lin said. “I know not everyone feels that way, 
so I'll always be happy and appreciative to be 
connected to Saratoga.”

Even though Salin’s � rst time coming 
back home this school year was during 
� anksgiving, he has still managed to stay 

in touch with his friends and family over so-
cial media and Facetime, whether they are 
catching up on their college lives or remi-
niscing about Homecoming. Once he came 
home, he and his friends ate at restaurants 
they missed and talked in their cars. 

“My friends and I agree that coming 
home was refreshing,” Salin said “We know 
almost all the faces, the streets and the 
names. Constantly being within arm’s reach 
of your support system is a sense of comfort 
only your hometown can provide.”  

University of Washington freshman An-
ant Rajeev has  paid visits to his hometown 
twice before � anksgiving break, though 
not out of homesickness.

“� ere are certain times when I think, 
‘Wow it would nice to go home,’ but there’s 

never been a time when I was upset,” he said.
Whether he is dancing with his Bolly-

wood team or training for the upcoming 
soccer season, Rajeev has been constantly 
busy, but whenever he does miss being back, 
he reminds himself that his family is only a 
2-hour � ight away.

Like Salin, Rajeev also uses social media 
to stay in touch with his friends. During 
� anksgiving, Rajeev hung out with his old 
friends who were home for the break as well. 

“It was so refreshing to go back to the 
Saratoga way of life” Rajeev said. “We picked 
up straight where we le�  o� , getting lunches 
and just sitting in the parking lot. I always 
tell everyone to cherish Saratoga because no  
city beats this community and what it has 
to o� er.” ◆

BY MuthuPalaniappan
& EileenToh

BY AmiNachiappan
& PhoebeWang

Alumni pay visits during Thanksgiving breaks

Sophomores in Physics enjoy upperclassman course

Li
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FOURTHPERIOD Learning to love Saratoga’s strengths
Lined up on the median strip 

of Saratoga-Sunnyvale like sprint-
ers weekday mornings, students 
wait impatiently for the tra�  c light 
to turn red. As soon as the � ow of 
tra�  c stops, they rush through the 
road to their classes, with some 
muttering about how bad morning 
tra�  c has become..

Morning tra�  c became increas-
ingly chaotic a� er construction of 
the new music building began last 
spring, but instead of seeing the 
new building as a blessing from the 
school’s  public funding, many have 
viewed it as an annoyance.

� is is just one example of the 
spoiled level of spoiled level of 
privilege that has come to de� ne 
many of us who attend the school.

In e� ect, Saratoga students, 
while attending a public school, 
enjoy many of the same bene� ts 
as students who pay more than 
$15,000 per year to attend schools 
such as St. Francis, Bellarmine and 
Archbishop Mitty.

For starters, the new music 
building is a testament to the privi-
lege that Saratoga students enjoy. Its 
$16 million price tag demonstrates 
the a�  uence of a community in 
which the county can spare money 
to help elevate students’ education 
without needing to worry about its 
residents � nding their next meal or 
paying rent for the next month.

Quantitatively, it’s just as easy to 
prove Saratoga’s private school-like 
status. In 2013, Newsweek ranked 
it as the 81st best high school in 
the United States and the 17th best 
openly enrolled high school with 
a 99-percent graduation rate, a 
97-percent college-bound rate, an 
average SAT score of 2090 and an 
ACT score of 32. By contrast, Bel-
larmine College Preparatory High 

School,  whose students pay an an-
nual tuition upwards of $18,000, 
has a 95-percent graduation rate, 
an average SAT score of 1990 and 
an ACT score of 31. 

While Saratoga boasts numbers 
that most private schools could 
only dream of, some argue that this 
kind of quality education can only 
come with a steep price. To them, 
even though Saratoga students 
don’t pay tuition to go to school, 
exorbitant local housing prices es-
sentially amount to the same thing.

� e real-estate site Trulia.com 
reports Saratoga’s median housing 
prices to be at a he� y $1.9 million, 
and median rental prices sit at a 
staggering $5,500 per month. To 
put those numbers into perspec-
tive, renting in Saratoga during the 
school year would cost $55,000, 
more than Harker’s $43,693 annual 
tuition. 

In addition, many students 
move to private schools to gain ac-
cess to a more personalized educa-
tion. When counselor-to-student 
and teacher-to-student ratios are 
lower, the amount of individual at-
tention that each student receives 
naturally increases.

However, with this year’s in-
troduction of daily tutorials and 
the general availability of its four 
counselors, Saratoga doesn’t lag far 
behind private schools here either. 

Each of these criticisms is 
� awed in its own way. First, these 
costs are not unique to students 
here and their families. Many stu-
dents who live in Saratoga still at-
tend private schools such as Harker 
or Saint Francis even though they 
must pay the same property taxes 
as every other Saratoga resident.

� is certainly doesn’t mean 
Saratoga High is an “average pub-

lic school,” or that the city is just 
another suburb. In terms of desir-
ability, it ranks in the top 1 percent 
of all communities in the United 
States, complete with low crime 
rates and a high-level public edu-
cation system. � e privilege of liv-
ing in Saratoga with access to one 
of the country’s best public schools 

may seem like a natural right to 
many who have grown up here. But 
instead of complaining about the 
minor inconveniences that might 
make a minute late to class, stu-
dents should appreciate and take 
full advantage of the unusually 
good opportunities Saratoga High 
provides them. ◆

Opinion of the Falcon Editorial Board
Editors-in-chief

Karissa Dong
Eileen Toh

Opinion Editor
Saya Sivaram

Reporter
Victor Liu

� e Saratoga Falcon sta�  voted 23-6 in support of this article.

On Aug. 22, the Supreme Court, 
in a 4-3 decision, refused to review 
Vergara v. California, a court case 
in which nine students sued against 
teacher tenure laws.

� e students argued that their 
education was compromised be-
cause incompetent teachers were 
not being � red due to their status 
as tenured teachers.

America has long been criticized 
for its low education rating among 
the world’s developed nations and 
many people have blamed tenure 
for lowering teacher quality and 
worsening the education of lower 
income students. 

What is o� en overlooked, how-
ever, are the numerous bene� ts 
that teacher tenure provides. While 
some aspects of teacher tenure 
should be revised, the tenure sys-
tem is an important source of job 
security for educators.

Teachers in America have 
among the lowest average salaries 
of teachers in developed nations, 
so the job security that tenure pro-
vides is an essential incentive for 
people to join and stay in the pro-
fession. 

Tenure also gives teachers more 
academic freedom so that they 
will not have to fear being � red for 
teaching subjects such as evolution 
or controversial literature such as 
“� e Adventures of Huckleberry 
Finn.”   

Although liberal subject matter 
may be unpopular in some regions, 

teaching controversial material 
such as black history is essential to 
widening students’ perspectives.  
� e need to expose students to in-
stances of social and institutional 
injustices is more important than 
ever before.

Still, despite the bene� ts of ten-

ure, it isn’t a perfect system.
Opponents to teacher tenure 

argue that it allows teachers to 
become lazy because it too o� en 
prevents schools from � ring inept 
teachers. 

� ere have been numerous 
cases of completely ine� ective and 
even abusive teachers not being 
� red due to their tenured status.

For example, according to the 
Los Angeles Times, Carlos Polan-
co, a history teacher at Virgil Mid-
dle School in Los Angeles, called a 
student “weak” for cutting himself 
and harassed the student for failing 

to commit suicide. 
� e Los Angeles School board 

voted to � re Polanco, but Polanco’s 
tenure status allowed him to con-
tinually challenge the decision un-
til a review board eventually over-
ruled the decision. 

Currently, in states such as New 
York and California, it can cost be-
tween $250,000 and $450,000 and 
take up to three years to � re a ten-
ured teacher because the legal pro-
cess is so complex. 

In California, only about two 
out of 275,000 tenured teachers are 
� red each year for unsatisfactory 
performance despite thousands of 
more complaints on teacher qual-
ity.

Although there are instances of 
teachers abusing tenure, tenure ac-
tually generally improves teaching 
quality because it prevents schools 
from � ring more better and expe-
rienced teachers just because they 
are more expensive.

Instead of removing the system 
of teacher tenure entirely, states 
should make it easier and less ex-
pensive to � re teachers who are 
obviously their abusing tenure sta-
tus.  

Earning tenure should be based 
on a rigorous assessment on teach-
er performance rather than being 
based mostly on a few years of ex-
perience, as it currently is in many 
states.

Ideally, in order to maintain 
high teacher e� ectiveness, teacher 
tenure should be reviewed by an 
o�  cial not associated with the dis-

trict a� er a large number of com-
plaints. 

Additionally, laws should be put 
in place to strip teachers of tenure 
a� er being convicted of crimes 
such as abuse or harassment. 

Instead of merely pointing � n-
gers at the � aws of teacher tenure 
and blaming tenure for all the woes 
of our education system, we should 
rework tenure into a positive force 
to bolster academic freedom and 
incentivize e� ectiveness among 
educators. ◆

Tenure issue deserves further scrutiny

bigideaTH
E

What is tenure?
Teacher tenure is an increasingly 
controversial form of job security 
that is awarded to some teachers 
a� er 1-5 years of work at the same 
school. Unless there is a cause 
for dismissal, tenured teachers 
cannot be � red.

What are the bene� ts of having 
teacher tenure?
O� ering tenure provides 
incentives for teachers to 
join lower-income districts. 
Furthermore, it prevents 
teachers from being � red due to 
ideological, religious or political 
di� erences that they may have. It 
also prevents more experienced 
teachers from getting � red due to 
their higher salaries. 

Teacher tenure in
a nutshell

Tenure generally 
improves teaching 
quality because it 
prevents schools 

from � ring better and 
experienced teachers 
just because they are 

more expensive.

VIVIEN ZHANG

BY AustinWang
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Party culture: many problems, little action

BY IsabelleYang

Drunk student crashes car,  
kills two. 

Headlines like this send a 
call to action to end underage 
drinking.

Such accidents send 
shockwaves throughout the state, 
and schools invite guest speakers 
to educate students on the 
dangers of drinking and driving. 
� ere is a moment of sadness, 
and then the entire incident is 
forgotten. Repeat cycle.

� e Center for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) 
reports that underage drinking 
is responsible for 4,300 deaths 
annually, but still, the rates of 
underage drinking do not seem 
to be curtailing. 

While many place the blame 
onto inattentive parents or 
irresponsible students, other 
factors aren’t addressed enough.

When I heard a year ago that 
one of my senior friends wanted 

to “test her limit” with drinking 
(seeing how much alcohol she 
could consume before getting 
tipsy), I was confused and upset, 
and I tried to talk her out of it. 
Her response was that she wanted 
to � nd out what it was like before 
she went to college.

At the time, there seemed 
to be no logic in it. In my own 
naivety, I assumed that drinking 
and partying were con� ned to 
the craziest of frats and sororities 
and were a rarity among high 
schoolers.

While Saratoga may not be 
as ingrained in the party culture 
as other high schools, some 
social aspects of colleges and 
high schools revolve around it. If 
you aren’t into the party culture, 
you’re not cool; you’re an outcast.

Party culture at colleges has 
given rise to purity tests: tests 
judging (and usually making 
fun of) people based on their 
innocence. 

Quoted from the o�  cial 

Rice University purity test, the 
test “has historically served as a 
segway from orientation week 
to true college life at Rice. It’s 
a voluntary opportunity for 
orientation week groups to bond, 
and for students to track the 
maturation of their experiences 

throughout college.”
Whether written as a joke 

or not, it falsely portrays what 
college life is all about. � e 

maturity of students is measured 
by their “impureness” instead 
of responsibility, leadership or 
decision making. 

Under this social in� uence 
and peer pressure, people may 
� nd themselves doing something 
they are uncomfortable with just 
to blend in with the crowd. 

To lower underage drinking 
in colleges, colleges should also 
continue to educate students on 
the dangers of drinking the way 
many high schools do. 

With more exposure to 
the party scene in colleges, 
older students still need to be 
hearing the right messages 
about the dangers of excessive 
drinking. 

While the social stigma of 
parties will continue to linger, it 
will lessen over time if schools 
enforce underage drinking 
laws more heavily, rather than 
stepping in a� er yet another 
tragedy, when it’s already too late.

In addition, movies and 

pop culture do little to oppose 
substance usage. Rather, they 
seem to promote the things we 
warn others against: reckless 
partying centered around sex, 
drugs and alcohol. 

But instead of outwardly 
complaining about the messages 
pop culture sends, we embrace 
it: Music videos portraying these 
pursuits gain billions of views 
and movies sell out the day of 
release.

As long as we stay quiet, 
content producers will continue 
to pump out the same trashy 
content. By being more critical 
about the messages in pop 
culture, we can convey to the 
producers what we want and 
don’t want to promote.

If we truly want to do 
something to limit unhealthy 
lifestyle of partying and drinking 
in adolescence, we need to take 
action against it. 

Just saying the problem exists 
does little to change it. ◆

BMWs, Mercedes and other 
high-end cars are common sights 
in the SHS parking lot, and to 
many, it doesn’t come as a sur-
prise. Saratoga is one of the rich-
est cities in the Bay Area, so it 
isn’t shocking that there are this 
many luxury cars being driven 
around.

As nice as these cars are, 
though, we don’t think it’s appro-
priate for freshly licensed high 
schoolers to be speeding around 
in these extravagant cars, which 
many of lower economic means 
could never a� ord. � en there are 
the dangers of having a vehicle 
that 16-year-olds will be tempted 
to drive like a race car. 

� e California DMV states 
that drivers between the ages 16 
and 19 have a 2.7 times higher 
chance of being involved in a ve-
hicular crash than average, which 
is 16.8 per 1,000 drivers. Sixteen-
year-olds, in particular, have a 3.7 
times higher chance of being in a 
wreck. � e DMV also states that 
52.7 percent of all accidents com-
mitted by 16 to 19-year-olds are 
because of “unsafe speeds.”

Clearly, it’s just not safe of par-
ents to spend the tens of thou-
sands of dollars buying an expen-
sive car or handing a luxury car 
down for their child. At this age, 
it’s just too risky to take on the 

responsibility of owning a pre-
mium car.

Even though it’s probably safer 
for students to drive new BMWs 
compared to older BMWs, it still 
makes no sense why they have to 
get an expensive BMW and not a 
Toyota, which is cheaper to main-
tain but not nearly as � ashy or 
tempting to drive like a race car.

According to Kelley Blue 
Book, Americans paid an average 
of $33,560 on their cars, new and 
used, while the school parking 
lot fashions numerous cars over 
$80,000.

To put it frankly, high school 
drivers are just too inexperienced 
to be risking these expensive au-
tomobiles’ structural integrity on 
the road. It doesn’t really matter 
to us if someone else’s expen-
sive car gets totaled, but it’s just 
a shame that parents allow their 
children to drive these kinds of 

cars right o�  the bat. Additional-
ly, many parents may state that a 
lot of these cars are priced so high 
due to their safety. 

While this is true in cars such 
as Cadillacs that are heavy-duty, 
metal-based cars, this does not 
account for the numerous perfor-
mance cars such as BMW M8’s 
that can go 0-60 in a scarily fast 
3.7 seconds. 

Instead, if parents are so will-
ing to spend money on their 
child, then at least they should 
buy something like a Subaru or 
a Nissan with some of the best 
safety elements. A supercar is 
simply not e�  cient nor is it ben-
e� cial to a child with the danger 
that comes with it. 

Furthermore, if parents keep 
giving teens so many pleasures 
while they are still so young, 
when they grow up, they will 
have no desire to reach for their 
own dreams. With everything 
given to them as though they are 
royalty, privileged teens will have 
no need to work for their own 
pleasures and will be unprepared 
when they have to actually work 
for themselves. 

Still, even if this article doesn’t 
stop any parents from spend-
ing tens of thousands dollars on 
wheels for their teens, we would 
both appreciate it if these drivers 
would kindly stop revving their 
engines in the parking lot bright 
and early in the morning. ◆

Parents: High school is no 
place for expensive cars
BY NeilRao
& AlexYang

Fail now, not later: 
Let the students drive

BY JasonZhao

GRAPHICS BY ELICIA YE

   

American poet Emily 
Dickinson once said, “Whenever a 
thing is done for the � rst time, it 
releases a little demon. In simpler 
terms, when you do something 
for the � rst time, the chances of 
disaster  happening are much 
higher.

� is includes the � rst time I 
saw my APUSH test score, the 
� rst time I attempted to ride 
a hoverboard and earned yet 
another new scar and the � rst time 
I drove a car with my mom, who 
got a cramp from gripping the 
seat the way a struggling junior 
attempts to hold onto their rapidly 
falling grades.                     

Although learning to drive is 
considered a rite of passage for 
many teenagers, it is not without 
opposition from many parents as 
well as policy makers. Of course, 
the main argument against 15- 
and 16-year-olds learning to drive 
is that driving causes an average of 
3 million deaths a year in America. 

In addition, according to the 
Insurance Institute for Highway 
Safety, states that require 
graduated driver licensing have 
reduced the number of teen motor 
vehicle crashes. 

While this evidence may seem 
pretty hard to refute, the truth is 
being a driver is just like being a 
surgeon; both take lots of practice. 
Although performing a surgery 
and operating a motor vehicle 
require very di� erent skills, both 

require a license to practice and 
aren’t given to just anyone who 
can pick up a scalpel or reach the 
gas pedal. 

Allowing teenagers to drive is 
practice for the future, when 86 
percent them of will eventually 
drive to work. Even though fewer 
license holders will drive in 
college, you’ll realize  a� erward 
that � nding time to learn how 
to drive will be di�  cult, as you’ll 
also be weaning yourself from hot 
pockets and scavenging for a job. 

Personally, as someone 
currently learning how to drive, 
I’ve witnessed some subpar drivers 
regardless of their age. 

Even to me, a novice driver, 
these people seem to lack spatial 
reasoning and perhaps common 
sense. 

� ey believe that they can block 
an entire intersection just to be 2 or 
3 seconds faster to whatever child-
birthing-urgency appointment 
they have to attend to. 

It’s undeniable that drivers 
require practice. I’m most 
de� nitely not parading every 
underage driver to be NASCAR 
worthy drivers. However, it’s really 
isn’t unreasonable for underage 
students to drive. 

To legislators and those who 
want to raise the legal driving age, 
deciding whether to lower the 
chance of some responsible drivers 
— albeit younger ones — from 
learning to drive is like a group of 
men weighing in on abortion laws. 

Oh wait. ◆

If we truly want to do 
something to limit 

unhealthy lifestyle of 
partying and drinking 

in adolescence, we 
need to take action 

against it.

High school 
drivers are just too 
inexperienced to 
be risking these 

expensive automobiles’ 
structural integrity on 

the road. 
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Many students approach vol-
unteering for class requirements 
as a heavy burden only to be li� ed 
a� er at least six hours of hard la-
bor on precious weekends that 
could be spent in better ways. 

But volunteering requirements 
were created in an attempt to 
teach students the value of giving 
back. 

To make it 
more worth-
while, stu-
dents should 
try to change 
their mind-
set, while the 
classes should 
become more 
creative in 
their approaches to volunteering 
chances.

For one thing, students should 
be paired up with events or orga-
nizations based on their interests 
and skills. � is way, hours of ser-
vice will become more enjoyable.  

Emails sent to the student 
body let students know about  
community volunteering oppor-
tunities, but the sta�  should do 
more to help students � nd volun-
teer work that are more personal-
ized and meaningful.

Teachers could tell students 
about speci� c volunteer oppor-
tunities. � ey can even host vol-
unteering trips, that relate to the 
classes, to initiate interest in the 
class’s subject and related volun-
teer work. 

� ere are only a few large vol-
unteering outings, such as the 
weeklong Costa Rica trip, where 
students studied and gathered 
data about turtles to help research, 
was initiated by students.  

� ough trips like this are ex-
pensive, the school could sponsor 
more local volunteering events 
to encourage participation. Out-
side of school, many junior sports 
leagues o� er referee positions for 
high school athletes, and on the 
other hand, students can also help 

tutor underprivileged children in 
nearby communities.

� e new tutoring center at the 
library also provides an on cam-
pus opportunity for students in-
terested to help their peers with 
schoolwork. 

Opportunities for students to 
assist at hospitals, libraries and 
other professional environments 
are there to help them gain per-

spective for 
the world in 
these � elds, 
which will 
bene� t them 
while the 
hours go by.

Volunteer-
ing can help 
students fuel 
their passion 

for an activity, and the hours for 
the school grade comes as a bonus 
at that point. 

Additionally, joining a volun-
teer club around school will allow 
students to network with peers. 
Even if students volunteer as a 
one-time obligation, they can � nd 
something they have interest in. 

Charity events and fundrais-
ers are also a perfect place to lend 
a helping hand, and these events 
can still be tailored to individual 
passions.

Deciding what’s important 
to us and contributing to these 
causes can help us as students feel 
like we are doing something to 
demand change in the world.

From volunteering to tutoring 
the underprivileged to assem-
bling care packages for those in 
need, these six hours of our time 
can help others tremendously. 
Whether it be for the bene� t of 
our interests, or others’ lives there 
is no “most e� ective” way to com-
plete volunteering hours.

But, to allow the best experi-
ence for each person individually, 
students need to stop treating it 
as an onerous item on their to-
do lists; instead, they should em-
brace it as something that can add 
value to their lives. ◆

“� e deadline for your � nal 
application ends in two hours.”

� ese are the words that are 
displayed across the screens of 
millions of high-achieving stu-
dents, hoping to get into world 
renowned summer programs. 

With programs and intern-
ships such as the Research Science 
Institute (RSI) and the Stanford 
Institutes of Medicine Summer 
Research Program (SIMR) having 
admissions rates lower than those 
of Ivy League schools and costing 
thousands of dollars, the question 
of the worth of these programs 
arises. Most internships are de-
signed on the basis that students 
can try academic � elds they may 
enter in their future. 

However, many internships 
have become money-dependent 
organizations preying on high 
school students and are worth 
neither the money nor time stu-
dents put into them. Most intern-
ships market their programs as 

sure� re ways to ensure college 
admittance.

Soon, applicants learn most of 
these programs have application 
fees and state that if applicants do 
pay and attend, they will have a 
high chance of getting into an ex-
clusive college.

Furthermore, the idea that 
students can get into any col-
lege based on acceptance into 
one competitive program can 
discourage students from actu-
ally gaining interest in their � eld, 
making them focus on boosting 
their resumes rather than actually 
learning. While some programs 
like RSI truly help students learn 
about the medical � eld, numerous 
internships restrict students.

For example, it is illegal for 
students to be involved in certain 
medical work, limiting the intern 
to desk work. � is means that be-
ing a high school is receiving no 
real experience; in fact, watching 
videos on the topic would prob-
ably be a less expensive and more 
educational option. Such restric-
tions may ultimately hurt the 

student. Many students go into 
internships thinking that they will 
be able to learn a great deal, but 
are only instructed to sort papers 
for the real workers and run to get 
co� ee. Some students even have 
to work in cubicles during their 
internships, which not only de-
means the students’ abilities but 
also discourages them to pursue 
the career, as they have false ideas 
about actual job. 

Additionally, some students 
resort to doing internships under 
the guidance of relatives just to put 
the experience on their resumes. 
For instance, some join business 
or realty � rms without having any 
interest in these � elds. � ese stu-
dents end up wasting their sum-
mers on a job they don’t get paid 
for. Internships and other sum-
mer programs are no exception to 
the irrational mania surrounding 
college admissions.  

Maybe more students should 
focus on doing activities they 
actually like and that would help 
their future — like reading a text-
book. ◆

BY PatrickLi
& NeilRao

‘Get me some co� ee’: Not all 
internships are created equal

Volunteers should 
desire real change
BY SanjanaMelkote

Students need to stop 
treating volunteering 
as an onerous item on 

their to-do lists.

GRAPHIC BY CHARIN PARK

Signing up for activities and volunteer 
opportunities should be based o�  personal 
interest rather than for the sake of impress-
ing colleges, but this doesn’t seem to happen 
very o� en. For example, when you show 
up at a � anksgiving food drive, half the 
people are only there to add volunteering 
to a resume that is geared towards getting 
an Ivy League acceptance. College applica-
tions are supposed to showcase what your 
interests and talents are, but people end up 
only committing to activities that are sup-
posed to make them look appealing to col-
leges, and that takes all of the integrity out 
of extracurriculars. ◆

BY FrancescaChu

Do what you want, not 
what colleges look for

Due to the mandatory scholastic com-
mitment of obtaining 4 volunteer hours, 
many students have found ways to cheat 
volunteering and amass a ridiculous 
amount of hours for doing absolutely 
nothing to bene� t the community. Some 
students merely sign up to volunteer and 
sit at a desk for hours doing homework or 
scrolling through social media just to get 
a form signed by a supervisor. � is makes 
it extremely unfair for students who actu-
ally strive to make a di� erence in the com-
munity and spend much more e� ort in less 
hours. � e signi� cance of one’s volunteer-
ing cannot be classi� ed merely by time. ◆

BY AmyTang

Volunteering isn’t just 
about time; don’t cheat
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Apple: new products 
disappoint customers

For Zuckerberg, privacy 
views aren’t consistent 

Mark Zuckerberg is a hypocrite. 
A� er many years of both success and 

controversy, the Facebook CEO hoped to 
maintain what was le�  of his privacy and 
recently proposed a plan to the city of Palo 
Alto. 

� e plan would make four houses on a 
combined property into a house complex, 
where friends and family could stay. 

According to Business Insider, Zucker-
berg took this initiative when he heard of a 
developer who, seeing a marketing oppor-
tunity, planned to buy one of the homes in 
Zuckerberg’s neighborhood.

Zuckerberg made his billions by creat-
ing a website that in so many ways tries to 
connect people, and mine user data. 

It’s ironic that while he created and ben-
e� ts from a company that deals in e� ective-
ly reducing privacy, Zuckerberg is acutely 
concerned with protecting his own. 

No matter how much the users try to 
keep their privacy, Facebook has taken 
countless measures to continue exposing 
them to the public, making sure that accu-
rate information about users is still shown 
on their page. 

According to Forbes, Facebook takes 
users’ location as another way to suggest 
friends for them. 

It also brought into e� ect the “real-name 
policy,” which prohibits the use of symbols, 
numbers, unusual capitalization, repeating 
characters from multiple languages and 
many more, in a user’s name. 

� e option to use such symbols would 

have protected the user’s identity by letting 
them change a viewer’s perception about 
them.

But this should make people conscien-
tious to know about what they are signing 
up for. 

According to the Mercury News, the 
Palo Alto Architectural Review board 
voted 3-1 against this proposal and recom-
mended the city’s planning director Hillary 
Gitelman reject the proposal. 

Zuckerberg’s planned project would 
have formed a “compound,” which would 
lower the city’s housing stock, violating the 
city’s zoning codes and laws for land use.

Like so many other rich and famous 
people, Zuckerberg is trying to have it both 
ways and must realize the foolishness of his 
quest for personal privacy — a privacy his 
company has so o� en sought to deny its 
customers. 

Palo Alto should give him no special 
treatment and reject the idea of his family 
compound. ◆

Prop 55 sets poor precedent  

With the release of the new MacBook 
Pro in late October, Apple has introduced 
various new features: a thinner design, new 
keyboard and a touch bar. Additionally, 
the company has also altered the laptop’s 
build, with one major change garnering 
even more attention: the new computer 
will not include the standard USB port, 
SD Card port or � underbolt 2 
port, which is de� nitely a 
mistake made by the tech 
giant.

� e announcement of 
Apple’s design changes has 
sparked some controversy 
on social media about 
whether the computer is 
worth the money. Instead 
of the standard lineup or 
ports, the MacBook Pro will 
include only a headphone jack 
and four USB-C ports, known as 
� underbolt 3 ports to Apple.

� ese USB-C ports were made 
to be more universal than standard 
USB ports; any of the four ports serve as 
chargers, external monitor connectors or 
standard USB inputs. Apple has been able 
to slim down the laptop as well because 
of the thinner USB-C ports, a feature that 
they’ve been advertising as a key selling 
point.

� ough implemented with the future in 
mind, the technology world just isn’t ready 

for the sudden shi� . USB-C technology 
hasn’t been standardized yet, forcing users 
to purchase adapters or other dongles 
to use their older but still standard USB 
devices and HDMI cables. 

� e need to constantly have accessories 
and wires plugged in to make the laptop 
work contradicts its purpose as an 
ultraportable machine. Consumers looking 
for a powerful yet lightweight machine were 
just so close to � nding the ideal product.

For photographers, the lack of a SD card 
slot is an inconvenience as they will need 

two di� erent dongles to simply import 
pictures onto their computers.

Another issue with the new 
machine is its cost. 

� e most basic model of 
the Macbook Pro now 
starts at a price of $1,499, 
more than the early 2016 
model’s equivalent, which 
only had a price tag of 
$1,199. 

In addition, the 
dongles, which are a must, 

can range from $9 to $59, 
high prices to pay on top of 

the cost of the laptop itself.
So is Apple’s new � agship 

laptop really worth it? 
No — not yet, at least. 

In a few years, when more computers 
follow the new trend and stores begin to 
sell USB-C accessories, including mice and 
� ash drives, the laptop might be a winner. 
◆

BY MuthuPalaniappan
& RolandShen

BY RahulVadlakonda

In the midst of the 18 Cali-
fornia ballot propositions, 
including the highly publi-
cized marijuana legalization 
and death penalty measures, 
lurked Proposition 55. � is 
proposition is an extension 
of the temporary personal in-
come tax approved in 2012 
on annual earnings for indi-
viduals, over $250,000 and for 
couples, $500,000. Instead of 
its scheduled end in 2018, the 
tax will continue until 2030. 

With its target income 
bracket, this tax hits many 
families in Saratoga but veils 
itself in the Good Samaritan 
guise of increasing revenue for 
K-12 education. Unsurpris-
ingly, an overwhelming major-
ity — approximately 62 per-
cent — of Californians voted 
to pass the proposition.

 Its passage is an unfortu-
nate example of a powerful 
majority making � nancial de-
cisions for the minority, in this 
case the o� en unsympatheti-
cally portrayed wealthy. � e 
state government must decide 
on taxation that only applies 
to a portion of the population, 
wealthy or not, by itself rather 
than putting it to a majority 
vote. 

Propositions, especially 
related to taxing the rich, will 
always be supported by those 
making below the $250,000 
bracket, because they know 
they can reap the bene� ts 
without having their own tax 
payout increased. 

� is proposition begins 
to cross the delicate balance 
between taking advantage of 
the wealthy and making the 

wealthy pay for their fair share. 
Of course, increasing taxes 

has always been a necessary 
method to raise revenue, and 
taxing the higher-income 
more than others a justi� ed 
part of that. Still, the proposi-
tion begs the question: What 
is to keep people from voting 
that anyone with an income 
of over half a million have 50 
percent of their wealth taken 
away? Even if this seems un-
likely and outrageous, we must 
be careful of the direction we 
are headed.

Moreover, Proposition 55 
sets an alarming precedent of 
intended temporary proposi-
tions being extended. Proposi-
tion 30 in 2012 increased taxes 
1 to 3 percent for high-income 
taxpayers until 2018. It might 
not seem an extraordinary 
hike, but that’s $30,000 more a 
millionaire is paying annually.

Moreover, voters approved 
it in under the assumption 
that Gov. Jerry Brown’s emer-
gency tax would be temporary. 
Consistently increasing taxes 
is and should be always be a 
temporary solution; a� er all, 
California has begun to rely 
too heavily on high-income 
taxpayers. 

Politicians, eager to be re-
elected, do nothing to � x this 
system. With this tax system 
of constantly targeting the 
wealthy, they may soon move 
to lower-tax areas. Further-
more, when the wealthy su� er 
� nancially, California’s reli-
ance on them means the entire 
state also takes a hit. 

We should look to other 
more stable sources of revenue 
other than increasing the taxes 
on the top 2 percent. 

Government assurance of 
the proposition’s aid of edu-
cation and Medi-Cal has also 
been seen as unreliable. 

� ough the Legislative An-
alyst’s O�  ce and the Gover-
nor’s Director of Finance stated 
that the initiative could bring 
in between $4 to $9 billion in 
annual revenue, according to 
CalWatchDog, it is worthy to 
note that little of Proposition 
30’s money entered the class-
room. Most of the money went 
instead to funding teacher re-
tirements and likely will again. 
 According to the conserva-
tive Hoover Institution, pro-
ponents of Proposition 55 had 
more campaign money than 
dissenters. 
 Elite donors, such as Palo 
Alto physicist Charles Mung-
er Jr. and Texas oil tycoon T. 
Boone Pickens, who donated 
millions to try to stop Propo-
sition 30 last time, saw this 
proposition as a lost cause 
because of the power of labor 
unions and the public being 
more comfortable to extend 
taxes rather than impose new 
ones.

In 2012, there was a more 
pressing need for a quick infu-
sion of cash, and Proposition 
30 provided that necessary ad-
ditional revenue. 

Four years later, the ques-
tion arises as to how people 
and politicians can defend a 
tax that so targets the wealthy, 
especially one that stated that 
it would be the bene� t for edu-
cation. 

Of course, the proposition 
passed, but it sets a bad prec-
edent that shows how through 
taxation the majority can vote 
to control the minority. ◆

BY CaitlinJu

GRAPHIC BY ELICIA YE

GRAPHIC BY STEPHEN DING

A walk around the quad during 
Club Day on Sept. 22 revealed an 
interesting trend: the plethora of 
computer science-related groups on 
campus. While most � elds such as 
math or writing only have one or two 
clubs, the school now has six clubs 
centered around computer science.

But is there really a need for 
the multitude 
of computer 
science clubs on 
campus?

� e answer, 
in short, is 
yes. Having a 
wide spectrum 
of computer 
science clubs is 
both important 
and necessary 
in order to 
account for the 
numerous and 
diverse careers in the � eld.

For example, if students are 
interested in the algorithmic side of 
computer science, which involves 
computation and logic, they would 
be drawn to Computer Science Club, 
which focuses on theory and helps 
students prepare for computation 
competitions. 

On the other hand, those who are 
more interested in the application 
side of computer science, such as 
building apps or games, are drawn 
to Application Developers Club, 
which works on the SHS app and 
creates computer games. In addition 
to so� ware-only clubs, there are 
computer science clubs that also work 
with hardware such as Internet of 
� ings club (IoT) and the Mechanical 
Science Engineering Team (M-SET).

 � ese hardware-based clubs 

give students more options when it 
comes to � nding a niche within the 
computer science. 

Even among the hardware-based 
clubs, there are di� erences—IoT only 
works with small hardware projects. 
Members learn how to work with IoT 
microcontrollers such as Arduinos 
and Photons. 

Meanwhile, students in M-SET, the 
robotics program, compete in events 
at regional, state and national levels. 

Fu r t h e r m o r e , 
clubs such as 
Women in STEM 
( W i S T E M ) 
and Girls Who 
Code provide 
opportunities for 
girls who want to 
enter this male-
dominated � eld.
According to the 
U.S. Department 
of Education, 
since there are 
more males 

who receive a degree in computer 
science, clubs like these create a more 
comfortable learning environment 
for girls. 

If all of these clubs were combined 
into one big computer science club, 
members who only want to work on 
or learn about one aspect of computer 
science would be bombarded with 
unwanted information or projects. 

Having multiple computer science 
clubs allows students to participate 
in and appreciate the nuances of 
di� erent computer science � elds — 
and have more leadership roles. 

Although � elds such as computer 
science may seem to be only one 
subject, they encompass a wide 
variety of sub� elds that are distinct 
from one another. All of this means 
having numerous computer science 
clubs on campus isn’t crazy. ◆

Multiple compsci clubs 
are essential to students
BY FrederickKim
& RolandShen

Having multiple 
computer science 

clubs allows students 
to participate in and 

appreciate the nuances 
of di� erent computer 

science � elds.
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After months of gathering data from 
national and state polls, political analysts and 
statisticians predicted a clear Democratic 
victory leading into Election Day. Many 
projections, including ESPN’s and The New 
York Times set Clinton’s chances of winning 
the presidency to be over 80 percent.

Yet, on the evening of Nov. 8, The New 
York Times’ projection of Clinton’s chances 
plummeted horrifyingly below 5 percent 
while Trump’s soared to over 95 percent — 
everything the national and state polls had 
predicted was overturned in less than three 
hours.

Undeniably, polls do not provide a full 
picture of voters’ stances. Generally, national 
and state polls are conducted with a sample 
of about 2000 subjects, who are interviewed 
live over the phone for 15 to 20 minutes.

National polls that assess candidate 
popularity cannot accurately predict a 
victor, as proven in the 2000 presidential 
election, in which Democratic candidate Al 

Gore won the popular vote against George 
W. Bush but failed to gain the required 270 
Electoral College votes to win the overall 
election.

Similarly, in 2012, Republican candidate 
Mitt Romney was ahead of Barack Obama 
in Gallup and Rasmussen polls, but Romney 
ultimately won neither the popular nor 
majority vote in the Electoral College 
system.

With the recent election again 
questioning the validity of national polling, 
it’s clear that people should not be looking 
towards national polls to place their bets on 
a winner.

More pertinent to projections are state 
and exit polls, which, unlike national polls, 
can give some insight into the number of 
Electoral College votes a candidate is likely 
to secure.

Nevertheless, they have been proven to 
be unreliable, and part of the inaccuracy 
owes to the method in which the pollsters 
conduct their polls.

Live interviewing is intimidating — and 

with the sharp division of the Democrats’ 
and Republicans’ political and moral 
philosophies and the insults being hurled 
from one party to the other, subjects can 
easily be discouraged from voicing their 
true opinions to a stranger on the phone.

If  live interviewing is not preferable, 
could pollsters rely on online polling 
instead? Simply put, online polling may 
not be any better than live telephone 
interviewing.

For online polls, only those who have 
access to the Internet will be able to respond, 
creating a situation in which the younger, 
more technologically dependent generation 
is overrepresented. 

The final downfall of the poll is the 
manner in which pollsters account for 
an inconsistent sample by weighing their 
subjects’ responses.

For example, in a case in Los Angeles, one 
black man’s vote was used as a representative 
of all African American votes. Such a 
generalization creates a margin of error that 
leads to a lack of precision.

A common practice by pollsters is to 
track the trends of other polls and weigh 
responses in a way that agrees with the 
general average. In doing so, changes in 
public opinion may not be accurately 
represented.

The shortcomings of the polling system 
have gone under the radar in the years up 
until this recent election, which seemed to 
have magnified its flaws. Looking back at the 
many times state polls and the projections 
have hit the mark, polling still holds some 
merit in representing a portion of voters’ 
stances.

However, going into the future, it is 
important to remember that polls are just 
snapshots of certain people’s positions at 
a particular point in time. Polls can be 
manipulated and processed by pollsters to 
agree with what they believe is the norm.

Because of the way data is gathered and 
processed, voter stances may change well 
before they are reflected in the polls. But by 
then, it may be too late to be surprised by 
the results. ◆

Fifty seven percent is an embarrassingly 
low turnout for a modern democratic na-
tion’s presidential election, and yet that’s 
the rate that the U.S. was able to muster in 
November. 

This number is not only low in the sense 
that the U.S. is ranked 31st out of 35 na-
tions in the Organization for Economic 
Cooperation and Development in terms of 
voter turnout; it’s also a 20-year low.

Not even an exciting election like this 
year’s could get America’s blood boiling 
enough to vote.

The fact is that 57 percent simply isn’t 
an accurate enough representation of the 
United States’ voting-age population. In 
fact, more than 100 million eligible citi-
zens didn’t make the effort to mark bal-
lots, according to political analysis website 
FiveThirtyEight.

Midterm elections are even worse. In 
the 2014 elections for state and congres-
sional elections, a measly 36.6 percent of 
Americans went out to the polls, according 
to The Washington Post.

The good news is that there’s a possible 
solution: compulsory voting.

Now, this might sound like a military 
draft, but the truth is that compulsory vot-
ing is the best way the U.S. is going to be 
able to hit over 70 or even 80 percent voter 
turnout. Forcing people to vote shouldn’t 
be thought of as dangerous. 

However, there are undoubtedly some 
issues with installing such a restrictive sys-

tem in such a “free” nation. Anything with 
the word “compulsory” scares the Ameri-
can public, and even something like this 
would be no less opposed.  

A lot of Americans these days think that 
because they do not plan to vote anyway, 
and they shouldn’t get involved at all with 
politics. Perhaps forcing as many people as 
possible to go vote would change this.

The question remains of how what the 
punishment is for not voting. However, it’s 
difficult to just enforce compulsory voting 
without tweaking our elections at least a 
little bit. 

A lot of states don’t allow absentee bal-
lots to those who technically have the abil-
ity to go to the polls on the day of the elec-
tion. For this to work, we will have to give 
mail-in ballots to any and all takers.

Second, the reason many don’t have the 
ability to make it to the polls is their work 
situation. 

Tuesday elections aren’t really help-
ing any of the voters who are swamped 
with work. The solution to this is simple: 
Make election day a national holiday. Aus-
tria, Belgium, France, Germany, India and 
New Zealand hold their national elections 
on either a holiday or a weekend. The U.S. 
should, too.

With so many people complaining about 
the results of this election, it’s surprising 
that there aren’t already larger movements 
to make these ideas into reality. If we don’t 
find a way to get people to use their right to 
vote, the government will continue to rep-
resent a minority of eligible citizens. ◆

Compulsory voting would 
increase voter turnout

When the count was finally tallied on 
Nov. 8, millions of Americans celebrated 
while millions more lamented the fate 
of the country. Others still saw Trump’s 
victory as a loss for women everywhere.

Hillary Clinton’s push into America’s 
political world began long before she first 
campaigned for president in 2008. The 
efforts she has made 
to empower young 
girls and women 
across this country 
began long before 
she became one of 
the leading figures in 
U.S. politics. Her loss 
will not change her 
revolutionary place in 
history. 

Clinton was not the first woman to run 
for president, and she will not be the last. 
However, she did get further than any 
woman has thus far, only emphasizing 
that it is and will be possible for the 
United States to elect a female president. 
She has raised the bar.

Although Clinton’s loss in this election 
means she is highly unlikely to run for 
president again, it does not mean she 
will not continue to be active. This may 
instead give her the opportunity to return 
to focusing her efforts on the Clinton 
Foundation and other non political 

activities. Regardless, she will still remain 
influential in the Democrat Party and to 
the public due to her former positions.

In the past four years, the nation has 
already made leaps toward equality for 
all different types of people. As president 
Obama said, “The federal government 
and democracy is not a speedboat. It’s 
an ocean liner.” This election may not 
have resulted in a female president but 

women throughout 
our nation are taking a 
look around them and 
realizing that they have 
the power to create 
change. There have 
been female leaders 
in India, England, 
France, Canada and 
even Pakistan. 

The first female leader was Sirimavo 
Bandaranaike, Prime Minister of Sri 
Lanka, closely followed by Indira Ghandi, 
the first in India. Even now, the UK is 
under Prime Minister Theresa May. 
Female leaders are becoming increasingly 
commonplace, in government and in 
the workplace. Mary Barra is CEO of 
General Motors and Meg Whitman is 
CEO of Hewlett-Packard, both high on 
the Fortune 500. These women have been 
paving the way for a more equal society, 
and the U.S. should be able to mimic this 
process as well. A U.S. female president is 
long overdue but not impossible. ◆

It’s high time America 
had a female president
BY CassandraKing

BY EleanorGoh

Polling: an unrepresentative generalization

BY AlexYang

“The confi dence 
from the polls made 
[the candidates] 
overestimate their 
voter base.”

junior Andrea Su

Do polls reduce 
the integrity 
of presidential 
elections?

togatalks

senior Gautham Arunkumar

“Polls are really 
unfair because
they’re biased 
during their data 
gathering.”

senior David Doluca

“It’s unfair how 
polls and live results 
may infl uence voter 
turnout during the 
voting period.”

In the past four years, 
the nation has already 

made leaps toward 
equality for all people.

GRAPHIC BY ELICIA YE
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It’s that time of the year again: Christmas 
lights in downtown Saratoga are twinkling 
and the scent of fresh pine is in the air. 

And, of course, we can’t forget the long-
awaited holiday drinks and snacks that are 
finally back on the Starbucks menus. 

From the oh-so-famous pumpkin spice 
latte (PSL) to the rich peppermint mocha 
and eggnog latte, the seasonal drinks never 
fail to get coffee enthusiasts in the holiday 
spirit. 

Surprisingly, neither of us had tried 
any of these special drinks, 
so we recently went to 
Starbucks to sample 
these widely publicized 
drinks for the first time. 

Among the seasonal 
drinks Starbucks offers, 
the PSL ranks as one of the 
most popular drinks, and 
for right reason.

It tastes like a liquefied 
pumpkin pie fused with a va-
riety of fall spice flavors, fin-
ished off with a bit of espresso and whipped 
cream. 

Since lattes are usually more bitter than 
sweet, the PSL was the perfect balance of 
sweetness and highlighted the different spic-
es of nutmeg, pumpkin, cinnamon and gin-
ger, giving the perfect fall beverage that puts 
us right into the holiday spirit.

We both loved the peppermint mocha 
as well and thought it had the perfect level 
of sweetness balanced with minty and dark 
chocolatey flavors. 

A nice change from the regular mocha, 

the peppermint mocha tasted like liquid 
candy canes and chocolate, while still having 
the subtle taste of freshly brewed espresso. 

It was definitely a pleasant change from 
the usual Starbucks lineup and drinks that 
we usually get. 

Normally, we find ourselves getting a ba-
sic frappuccino or iced latte, all tasting sim-
ple and sugary, not giving us the enjoyment 
that holiday drinks bring us.

However, with the new drinks, Starbucks 
mixed their older drinks with seasonal fla-
vors to spice up the holidays.

Along with the new holiday menus, 
Starbucks introduced a limited-

edition green colored cup 
during the presidential 
elections in November for 
a limited time to enforce a 
theme of unity. 

Even though the compa-
ny had its good intentions, 
customers were disappointed 
in the new color and the lack 
of the holiday spirit — instead 
of the usual holiday designs, 
the cups sported drawings of 
different Starbucks workers. 

We were surprised by the green cups; but, 
we didn’t mind them. 

For us, the company’s theme of unity also 
related to the purpose of the holidays: to 
spend time with friends and family.  

Now that the elections are over, Starbucks 
has brought back its signature red holiday 
cups, decorated with intricate drawings of 
Christmas lights, snowflakes and birch trees. 

With Christmas nearing upon us, Star-
bucks’ holiday spirit takes our mind off finals 
and school, allowing us to enjoy the season 
before it ends. ◆

Reporters get festive with 
Starbucks holiday treats

Ryan Kim

t-ryan’ 2 
be cool

Santa for a day at school? No way

TOP 5 things to test 
during the Holidays

4. Listen
to your

favorite
Holiday

songs.

5. Go to Christmas in the 
Park with your friends.

2. Try the Starbucks 
Holiday drinks and 
get the new red 
cups.

3. Do Holiday-themed baking.

1. Write a letter to Santa!

I peek around the corner of 
the building, scanning to see if 
anyone is there. Unfortunately, it’s 
lunch time and students are milling 
about, chatting about homework 
and school struggles. I take a deep 
breath, calm my nerves and walk 
out, my big belly flopping out in all 
of its blubbery glory. 

This is not what I’m usually like. 
I’m actually quite underweight. 
But last week I was chosen by the 
editors to try to be Santa Claus for 
a day. Yippee. 

Needless to say, my experiment 
went great — at least when it comes 
to the amusement of others. 

Stuffing my burly jacket into my 
red shirt and putting on a Santa hat, 

I waddled around school, giving 
out candy canes and yelling out 
generic Santa-like phrases such as 
“Ho ho ho” and “Merry Christmas.” 
All the while, I struggled to keep 
my paper tape-covered beard on 
straight.

Eventually, my beard fell off, so I 
decided to just roam about, huffing 
and puffing and wishing everyone 
happy holidays while giving out 
candy canes from suspicious 
locations. Everyone totally loved it, 
right?

Not really. Most people stared at 
me, confused and bemused at my 
actions, as I struggled to free candy 
canes from my butt pockets. Being 
Santa Claus, otherwise known 
as Old Saint Nick, is really tough 
when most people try to avoid you 
as you waddle around, shouting 
Christmas phrases and throwing 
candy canes left and right.

Embarrassed out of my mind, 
my face took on its characteristic 
tomato-color, and I truly looked 
like “ruddy red-cheeked Santa.” 
My friends found me walking 
around, cheeks flaming red and 
bloated belly wobbling in the crisp 
December air.

“What are you doing?” they 
asked, laughing. 

“Living the dream,” I replied, 
and went off, chuckling my 
customary Santa laugh.

I resorted to dumping my 
remaining candy canes onto my 
friend’s younger sister. Granted, 

that was only two small candy 
canes, but it was awkward 
nonetheless.

All in all, I don’t think I ever 
want to be Santa again. As a high 
school student in a mature learning 
environment, I felt totally out of my 
age-level. 

Unfortunately no one actively 
participated in my festive charade 

and everyone was more skeptical 
and judgmental rather than 
thankful for my delicious and 
minty candy canes. 

Next time, I’m going to be the 
Grim Reaper and demand THEIR 
candy instead. How do you like 
that, chumps?

I’m just joking. The experiment 
was actually super fun. It was a 

great experience and a way for me 
to to spread holiday cheer. I would  
even love to repeat this if everyone 
was more accepting and excited 
than confused. 

I did, however, enjoy the 
confused looks on my friends’ faces 
as an obese version of myself ran 
around. I guess I’m not cut out to 
be Santa just yet. ◆

With a bright smile and a “Ho, ho, ho, Merry Christmas!” reporter Ryan Kim hands a candy cane to 
junior Allyson Chang during lunch on  Dec. 7 in an attempt to spread the holiday cheer around campus.

GRAPHIC BY ELICIA YE

BY EshaLakhotia
& MuthuPalaniappan

REPORTER ATTEMPTS TO GO AROUND IN SANTA CLAUS-THEMED OUTFIT

FALCON // VIVIEN ZHANG

GRAPHIC BY CASSANDRA KING

Embarrassed out of my 
mind, my face took on 
its characteristic cherry 

tomato color, and I 
looked like “ruddy red-

cheeked Santa.”
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Surprise!
Unusual holiday presents create lasting memories

BY DanielBessonovBY AaronChoi
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“What’s next? What’s next?” Whispers 
flew across the table as my friend Sophie 
drew one shocking item after another out of 
a gift bag on Christmas last year.

Instead of giving her a typical toy car 
and keys, I decided to give her a bottle of 
Coppertone tanner with an image of a girl 
and a dog on the front.

“What does she like?” I asked before her 
party, addressing my friends in our group 
chat, who were already discussing potential 
present ideas. After going back and forth 
between clothes and running gear, someone 
jokingly put out the name of a boy who kept 
flirting with her: Tanner.

Leaping at the opportunity, I went to 
Target with sophomore Marie McCarthy, 
who brought up the idea and scoured the 
store for a bottle of tanner. The only one we 
could find had the words “tanning lotion,” 
so I scratched it out and replaced it with 
Tanner’s name. 

On the way, for a slightly less cruel gift, 
we picked up a v-neck shirt since she only 
wore v-necks, a pair of socks, a magazine 
titled “Teen Mom Pregnancy” and a pack of 
quality Target running socks.

On the day of the party, I arrived with the 
items in a sparkly red bag and a receipt, in 
case she wanted to return everything.

The time finally came to open the present, 
and, laughing nervously, Sophie said she 
would put it to good use. 

Later, she sent me a picture with her 
wearing the shirt and holding the tanner, 
magazine and socks, thanking me for a really 
great gift. 

It turned out to be not such a dreadful 
present after all. u

An odd gift: Sophomore 
buys tanner for her friend

Late one night during last year’s holiday sea-
son, then-freshman Kaitlyn Lee’s eyes zoomed 
in onto the large cardboard box that sat in front 
of her. Her hands trembling as she cut open the 
present, Lee could not contain her excitement as 
she unraveled what was inside.

To her surprise, however, Lee found herself 
struggling to comprehend the meaning behind 
the random contents inside the box: a small 
wooden rake, a sack of powdery white sand and 
a multitude of white, black and gray rocks that 
lay at the bottom of the package. 

After wondering why someone would give 
her a mini-beach set for Christmas, Lee sudden-
ly realized she had just unpacked a poster-sized 
zen garden.

“I wasn’t really expecting something like this, 
especially for Christmas,” Lee said, recalling the 
event. “It’s a pretty cool gift though, considering 

[its originality] and how much it caught me off 
guard.”

Lee received the gift from sophomore Muthu 
Palaniappan, who thought a zen garden was the 
perfect way to get Lee to relax. Palaniappan’s 
idea for the gift originally stemmed from a simi-
lar garden she had received herself. 

“Kaitlyn seemed really stressed, especially 
with all of buildup of stress from finals and other 
tests, so I thought it would be a fun and funny 
way to get her to calm down,” Palaniappan said.

The garden now resides in Lee’s backyard, 
serving both relaxation and aesthetic purpos-
es. Admired by Lee’s entire family, the garden 
turned out to be an extremely welcome addition 
to the household. 

“Although when I first got the garden I didn’t 
really think I would use it much, I often find my-
self going to my backyard and raking it when-
ever I’m feeling stressed or overwhelmed,” Lee 
said. “It turned out to be a really great gift!” u

The perfect gift:  A small 
dose of zen helps to destress

For junior Alvin Chung, Christmas is a 
practical affair.

One time he remembers getting a set of 
metal utensils.

“This happened in elementary school, 
and I remember crying when I saw what I 
got,” he said.

The utensils were put in the cupboard, 
and ever since, they have been a part of the 
family utensil supply. 

This pitiful story, while funny to some 
observers, only marked the start of Chung’s 
more practical, if sometimes disappointing, 
Christmases. 

Among the other gifts he has received as 
a small child were an assortment of candles 
and a brand new microwave.

But as Chung matured, so did his presents. 
“When I was in seventh grade, I guess 

they thought I was mature enough to get 
gifts for myself,” Chung said. “I got excited 
when I saw a smaller box, but when I opened 
it, there was a razor and a bottle of Axe 
deodorant.” 

This upgrade in quality of gifts may seem 
comical to others, but to Chung, it meant a 
world of difference. 

For example, he couldn’t shave his baby 
beard with a utensil kit, but with his new 
shaving kit, his Christmas dreams could 
come true.

As thanks, Chung gave his mom and 
dad something of equal value: a heartfelt 
Christmas card carefully folded inside a 
newly purchased coffee mug. 

And he has learned to like gifts like facial 
cream and a razor blade. 

“I’ve learned to appreciate the practical 
gifts,” Chung said. “This year, I am looking 
forward to getting facial cream.” u

A practical gift: Junior 
excited to get toiletries

When I opened my final present last 
Christmas, the last thing I expected was a 
pack of socks. 

Having saved the best gift for last, I was 
looking forward to something my parents 
guaranteed to be “the best present I will ever 
receive.”

Leading up to that Christmas break, I 
was ready to take a two-week break of doing 
nothing but sleeping and watching TV. 

So when my mom told me she had 
signed me up for a two-week SAT grammar 

bootcamp, I angrily drafted a list of cons to 
veto her decision in hopes of dodging the 
class.

But when she showed no sign of giving in, 
I begrudgingly accepted the sad fate of my 
long-awaited winter break. 

To compensate for registering me for the 
bootcamp, my mom promised a Christmas 
present that I would appreciate sacrificing my 
break for; this gift, she said, was something I 
will be able to use every day.

On Christmas morning, when I opened 
the present to find a pack of socks, I initially 
passed it off as a funny prank. Not wanting to 
hurt my mom’s feelings, however, I remained 
silent and waited for her to bring out my real 
gift.

But when 10 minutes passed with her 
asking me if I genuinely liked my gift, I 
started to believe the socks were actually my 
real present. 

After all, socks really are things I can use 
every day, and my mom was never one to 
pull such pranks. 

Unwilling to accept the fact that I had 
attended a two-week boot camp for a pack of 
socks, I sat silently in utter disbelief, watching 
as my brother received a PS4 (he had spent 
the entire break at home relaxing, just FYI), 
as well as an NBA 2K16 video game. 

When my family began cleaning up, 
signaling the end of our annual gift-opening, 
disappointment began crashing down on me. 
Suddenly, my mom exploded with laughter, 
pulling out a new iPhone 6S box from behind 
her.

I broke out into a smile as I realized I had 
just gotten played by my mother. 

Even though her scheme had caused me 
10 minutes of quiet panic, I would have to 
agree that the iPhone is by far the best gift 
I’ve ever received. u

A gift in disguise: Junior pranked by 
parents, spared from socks of doom

su-per 
cool

Ashley Su

It was a week before Christmas last year, and 
my busy parents hadn’t gotten around to buy-
ing presents. I took the opportunity to send my 
mom my Amazon wishlist — at the  top of the 
list read “a ukulele.”

I added this to my wishlist on a whim. One 
day while browsing through Facebook, I came 
upon a cover of Drake’s “Hotline Bling” by 

“Nix // uuuuuuuukewithme,” a college student 
who plays ukulele covers in her spare time, 
shared from her YouTube page. 

I found myself binge-watching her videos 
and reminiscing about my music classes in mid-
dle school, in which I myself was able to create 
covers of popular songs.

Since my mom swore off instruments as pres-
ents after my younger sister never touched the 
guitar she received as a gift, I hoped I would get 
my wish, though I did not expect to get one. 

When Christmas arrived, I ran upstairs, ex-
cited to see what gifts were waiting for me to 
open. 

I picked out the gifts that addressed to me, 
but was slightly disappointed that none of the 
boxes resembled the curved shape of a ukulele. 

But I was wrong. One of the large square box-
es contained a ukulele with mahogany wood and 
white strings.

The day after Christmas, my family took a 
road trip down to San Diego for a vacation. To 
me, the vacation was a perfect time to bust out 

my ukulele and play it at every chance I get, in-
cluding every food and restroom stop.

I was obsessed with my ukulele, teaching my-
self 15 songs within one week and even FaceTi-
ming my best friend to play them to her. I loved 
how quickly I was able to sing along to my fa-
vorite songs, because many of the songs were so 
easy to play.

As sophomore year continued, I was worried 
that I wouldn’t have time for my ukulele be-
cause of the overwhelming and stressful amount 
of work to get done on the daily. After all, I’ve 
dropped several of my hobbies such as knitting 
because of school.

But during second semester, I continued to 
practice my ukulele. 

I found that strumming the strings of my be-
loved instrument and belting out cheery tunes 
helped me escape the stress of school and be at 
peace.

To this day, I play my ukulele every day, and 
it makes me genuinely happy, reminding me that 
great gifts are ones that keep giving. u

An everlasting gift: Junior discovers 
hobby after receiving ukulele as a gift

zhou snap
it’s kat

Katherine Zhou

too much
in the sun

Elaine Sun
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 It’s me, Present Day Saya Sivaram. How are you? Good? 
Stressed? Partying?

I hope you’re having fun. I’m not working this hard first se-
mester for you to not take advantage of the free time as a second 
semester senior. 

You should be going out after school every day, getting froyo, 
Tpumps, pho and just hanging out with your friends. 

It’s crunch time for me right now. I have all of my college apps 
due at once, and I feel like the world is crashing down around 
me. It’s overwhelming, honestly. 

I don’t know how I’m supposed to keep pushing through, be-
cause it just seems like a never ending stream of work to be done. 

But, you should be home free! All of the work is done and you 
can just sit back and reap the benefits — no college stress, less 
homework and more free time. I hope that you’ve gotten an ac-
ceptance letter from at least one college, and I want you to know 
that I’ll be proud of you no matter where you end 
up going. 

I don’t want you to let college ruin your 
last semester of high school.

Try new things! Maybe take a tap 
dancing class — you should have the 
time now. Spend more time with 
Mom and Dad because you won’t 
have such ready access to them next 
year. 

Maybe teach yourself how to 
cook and do laundry. 

Be in the school musical! I know that singing in public terri-
fies you, but this is your last opportunity to do a show with all of 
your best friends. Maybe campaign to change the musical from 
“Legally Blonde” to “Legally Brown,” so that you can be the lead.

Get back into the kitchen and work on your baking. 
Enjoy the rhythm and routine that comes with mindlessly fol-

lowing a recipe, and maybe even come up with a few treats of 
your own. I’m sure nobody will mind having cakes and pies con-
stantly being churned out! My goal is for you to have mastered 
the art of Nutella-filled cookies before you leave for college. I 
know it seems daunting, but there’s nothing quite like molten 
chocolate to make you feel good.

Spend more time in San Francisco and D.C. with your sib-
lings! You have an amazing opportunity to explore these hubs, 
and you get free food and a place to sleep. Go on a gastronomic 
adventure and make the siblings take you to all sorts of weird 
restaurants, like Kokkari Estiatorio for Greek fusion food. It’s a 
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. 

We both know that Dad is willing to do anything for us in 
his panic about being an empty nester soon, so I’m sure that you 
have convinced him to take you somewhere exotic on a vacation. 
I’m hoping for New Zealand or Buenos Aires, but Japan or Lju-
bljana would be cool too!

Basically, I just hope that you’re savoring every minute of 
your life. I don’t want you to miss a thing.

BY RolandShen
& EliciaYe

 When Elaine Haggerty was hired as the 
school’s only French teacher last year, she 
was known to have taught French for eight 
years, as well as geometry for more than a 
decade at Castillero Middle School in San 
Jose. 

Yet her students soon discovered that 
she has a deeper understanding of world 
languages. Besides English and French, she 
also speaks the somewhat obscure language 
of Norwegian. In addition, she also studied a 
year of Japanese at West Valley College, took 
a semester of Italian in night school at a com-
munity center and has managed to pick up 
some German and New Testament Greek as 
well. Haggerty credits her fluency in French 
and Norwegian to studying abroad and fully 
immersing herself in those cultures.

“I’m one of those people that only knows 
a language if I go 
live in that coun-
try,” Haggerty 
said. “I’ve spent 
more than a year 
living in France 
and Norway, 
which contrib-
uted a lot to my 
ability to speak 
the respective 
languages.”

Haggerty was 
born in San Jose and moved to Norway at age 
6. During the four years spent in elementary 
school in Norway, Haggerty became fluent 
in Norwegian, spoke without an accent and 
was able to read and write in the language. 
However, she largely forgot the language in 
her teenage years after moving back to the 
U.S. in fourth grade. 

Later, she took two semesters of Norwe-
gian at West Valley College in her early 20s, 
attended a Scandinavian school in San Jose 
and drove to San Francisco weekly to find 
a classroom environment where she could 
relearn the language. But speaking for only 
an hour and half of Norwegian a week and 
attending a school with students who were 
still on the basic levels of Norwegian wasn’t 

enough.
“I completely forgot all of my Norwegian, 

and I’ve been spending the rest of my life try-
ing to get it back,” Haggerty said.

Then came  the release of “The Fox” in 
2013 by Ylvis, a Norwegian comedy duo 
consisting of brothers Vegard and Bård 
Ylvisåker. The EDM music video went viral 
and received more than 630 million views as 
of October.

The result: By watching the videos daily, 
she was able to relearn much of the Norwe-
gian she had forgotten.

The path toward learning French
After high school, Haggerty began study-

ing French in college and studied abroad in 
Aix-en-Provence for a year. 

Since she was a novice in French at the 
time, Haggerty’s misunderstanding of the 
language resulted in several amusing inci-
dents. 

One time, when Hag-
gerty and her friend 
bought laundry deter-
gent, the salesperson 
told them in French, “Ja-
vel is used for laundry, 
but be careful when us-
ing it!”

They soon discov-
ered that “javel” actually 
means bleach in French, 
but unfortunately, 
not before Haggerty’s 

friend’s black dress was turned an irrevers-
ible shade of green. 

She said that after returning to France af-
ter 21 years later in life, she was able to un-
derstand and talk to everybody fluently. 

Best of all, she was understood by the 
natives too. Through her rich experiences 
of exploring outside of her comfort zone 
in diverse countries and cultures, Haggerty 
enjoys translating languages to break down 
the language barrier that often divides com-
munities. 

“The greatest part of learning a language 
is to teach it to someone,” Haggerty said. “I 
love being able to use my languages to help 
people from distinct parts of the world un-
derstand each other.” u

Learning languages becomes 
life-changing for French teacher

Russian-born students 
adapt to American lifestyle

Administration creates Instagram 
account to promote school spirit

During the summer, PTSO 
board president Ranjana Sivaram 
was asked to help come up with the 
school’s motto for the year. So she 
asked her family. 

During a family hike through 
the hills above Saratoga in late July, 
the Sivarams exchanged possible 
phrases. 2011 alumna Uttara 
Sivaram came up with the phrase 
“Go falcon power.” 
 “‘Go falcon power’ was punchy and 
memorable, and yet it retained the 
overall theme of unity and pride 
that we wanted our entire school to 
feel,” senior Saya Sivaram 
said. 

To spread the word 
about the motto “go 
falcon power,” assistant 
principal Kerry Mohnike 
and attendance secretary 
Mandy Armes decided 
to create an Instagram 
account in September.

“The Instagram 
account is another way 
to spotlight events that 
are going on not only 
outside the classroom, 
but also inside,” Mohnike 
said. 

She adds: “A lot of 
times, families don’t 
have access to what’s 
happening in the 
curriculum day to day, 
so this is a great way to 
share.”

Mohnike sees the new 
social media account as 
a way to “promote the 
different programs that 
we have around campus such as 
sports in a regular and consistent 
way.” 

According to Mohnike, the 
Instagram account serves as a way 
to “share what’s going on in the 
moment.” 

After the event, students are able 
to possibly see their own faces and 
reflect back.

“Because of the way social media 
is set up, pictures are posted as the 
events are happening so the account 

helps to get the word out for future 
events,” Mohnike said.

Although most of the pictures 
are posted by Armes and Mohnike, 
some faculty members also have 
access to the Instagram account, 
enabling any one of them to post 
and share pictures. 

The main purpose of the account 
is to showcase aspects of the school 
and student body that individuals 
may be unaware of. 

For example, during the MAP 
trip to New York for the film festival 
a few months ago, Mohnike and 
MAP teacher Tony Palma followed 
the group around the city and 
posted pictures of the city, the 

students and what went on during 
their filming sessions. 

Many students and faculty view 
the Instagram account as a positive 
addition to the school’s social media 
presence. 

With 88 followers and counting,  
the account has been depicting 
activities around school such 
as Homecoming, Move-Ember, 
Winter Formal and more.

“I think the Instagram is cute, 
especially because they take pictures 

of the events that are going around 
the school,” senior Rachel Won said.

Since the creation of the page, 
the account has featured collages 
of science teacher Jenny Garcia’s 
physics classroom, pictures of the 
girls’ volleyball’s CCS tournament, 
and videos of the school’s Marching 
Band at the Bands of America 
Regional Finals. 

Because many on-campus events 
occur at similar times throughout 
the day, the account helps students 
keep up with activities that their 
peers are participating in.  

“I like how the school shares all 
our moments on a platform that 
many students use, and it makes 

our school seem 
cool,” junior Nathon 
Chin said, “It makes 
it seem like we’re all 
proud of our school 
because our school 
has a hashtag.”

Other students 
like junior Hannah 
Fan find the school’s 
social media presence 
helpful and are 
hopeful for its future.

“Since the account 
shows everything 
such as sports and 
music and is regularly 
updated, it is really 
helpful,” Fan said. “I 
think having a social 
media account can be 
good as long as they 
keep it professional, 
objective and 
showcase every part 
of the school.”

Given that Saratoga 
is a competitive and 

academic-driven school, Won 
believes that the social media 
account provides a window into the 
reality of what goes on here.

“People are starting to follow the 
Instagram and using the hashtag 
‘gofalconpower’ in many different 
ways,” Won said. 

She adds: “It’s really nice because 
people can see all the different 
ways our school is reaching out 
and doing other things besides just 
academics.” u

BY FrederickKim
& ElaineSun

Arbuzova

Editor’s Note: The reporter for this story 
is fluent in Russian and conducted all 
interviews in that language. He later 
translated them into English. 

On the first day of school, junior 
Nicole Helena Arbuzova, a Russian 
immigrant who moved to America in 
2015, walked into her first-period French 
classroom, her heart racing with both 
anxiousness and excitement. 

Sitting down in her assigned seat, Ar-
buzova analyzed her surroundings, star-
ing with curiosity at the blank piece of 
paper in front of her. 

Although nothing was no-
ticeably different about the pa-
per to Arbuzova’s peers, one 
glaring difference stood out to 
her nonetheless. 

Both the size and thickness 
of the paper were radically dif-
ferent from the paper she had 
been used to in Russia, where 
A4 paper (8.3 x 11.7 inches) is 
considered standard versus the 
Letter size (8.5 x 11 inches) used 
in America. 

Having recently immigrated from 
Moscow, Russia, Arbuzova is one of a 
handful of  Russian-born students at the 
school. 

Originally moving to America due to 
her father’s job relocation, Arbuzova has 
noted both many cultural and physical 
differences between her life in Russia and 
America. 

Culturally, Arbuzova said that the 
main difference she has noticed is the po-
liteness of Americans. 

By contrast, she said, Russians are 
generally much more ill-mannered on 
the streets. 

Compared to his home country, Rus-
sian-born junior Vladimir Kataev  said 
police officers on the roads are generally 
much more generous in America.

“If you were stopped in America for a 

minor road violation, you wouldn’t nor-
mally receive a lot of serious consequenc-
es,” Kataev said. “The same couldn’t be 
said about Russia, though, as police of-
ficers are much meaner and generally 
more corrupt.” 

Academically, Arbuzova feels that the 
connection between students and teach-
ers is stronger in Russia. This is largely 
because students are taught by the same 
teachers throughout high school. 

“In Russia, my math classes were only 
taught by one teacher during my entire 
schooling,” Arbuzova said. “So, the bond 
I had with my teacher was much greater 
than the bonds I currently have with my 

teachers at Saratoga.”
    Arbuzova also noted that 
cheating is taken much less seri-
ously in Russia. 
“Even if a teacher saw that two 
students were cheating, they 
would not give both students ze-
roes or even report it,” Arbuzova 
said.

While many students who 
move from other countries to 
America find the language bar-
rier to be a challenge, Arbuzova 

experienced quite the opposite. 
She learned English at an early age in 

Russia, and has found the transition from 
speaking Russian at home to using Eng-
lish at school to be relatively simple.

“Students at my old school were 
taught how to read, write and speak in 
English in first grade,” Arbuzova said. “I 
am actually really happy that I paid atten-
tion back then since it’s been, as you can 
imagine, extremely useful to me now.” 

Although there have been certain cul-
tural and academic difficulties that both 
Arbuzova and Kataev have had to over-
come, both agree that their life in Ameri-
ca could not be better. 

“These last two years have been great 
as I have had the opportunity to learn 
much more about the American culture 
and way of life that I had previously not 
known much about,” Arbuzova said. u

BY DanielBessonov

Students in English 11 Honors teacher 
Amy Keys’s class have been cramming for 
their final lately, but it’s not a test.

These students have been decked out in 
white-collared shirts, black slacks and gold 
crowns practicing their “Hamlet” perfor-
mances in spots around campus. 

Rather than testing her students with a 
written test, both Keys and English 11 Hon-
ors teacher Natasha Ritchie have chosen to 
evaluate their students’ comprehension and 
analytical skills through their performances. 
After reading “Hamlet” in November, stu-
dents were assigned scenes from the play to 
act out during their finals period. 

“This is a great project because it is engag-
ing, creative, and collaborative; with both an 
individual and group component to it,” Keys 
said. 

She adds: “Students also do a fair amount 
of writing, as they produce a director’s note-
book with analysis of scenes and characters 
as well as detailed annotations on the text 
that show their examination of the text’s rhe-
torical and literary devices.”

Performance-based finals allow students 

to have fun while critical and creative with 
challenging text, all skills that are central to 
the core values of the English department.

Junior Colina Guan, who is in Keys’ third-
period class, prefers these unorthodox finals 
compared to multiple-choice exams.

“It is helpful to have something that is 
entertaining yet educational,” Guan said. “It 
definitely eases the stress of finals week for 
me.”

Keys also asks her English 10 students, 
who have been studying “Julius Caesar,” to 
perform a scene from the Shakespearean 
play in the place of a written assessment. For 
the past several weeks, students have done 
in-class discussions, Socratic seminars and 
group work to prepare for their presenta-
tions. 

“The great thing about Ms. Keys’ final is 
that ‘Julius Caesar’ was meant to be a play, 
not something we read at tables,” sophomore 
English 10 student Roshan Verma said. “I 
hope that next year we have a similar final, 
because I work better in a group and feel like 
skits help me learn more about how literature 
works.”

While these English classes have decided 
to give their students performance-based fi-
nals, some teachers such as Spanish teacher 

Arnaldo Rodriguex have chosen to do away 
with the final entirely. In its place, Rodriguex 
has planned a quesadilla party for his 5 AP 
Spanish classes.

“Having a final would be a repletion of 

what we already do in class,” Rodriguex said. 
“My students work very hard in this class 
and a fun activity would be a reward for their 
hard work.”

Senior Devin Fleharty, who is in Ro-
driguex’s second-period 5 AP Spanish class, 
said having a final would not help students’ 

education.
“Throughout this semester, we have 

mainly been reviewing  concepts that we 
earned in previous Spanish classes, such as 
in Spanish 4 Honors,” Fleharty said. “Rather 

than learning grammar, we spend most of 
our time on cultural presentations, which

I enjoy learning about because [Hispan-
ic culture] differs so much from our own 
culture.”

Though many students enjoy the relief 
of having non-testing finals that don’t re-
quire hours of memorization, others think 
there is a role for the traditional test-based 
final.

English 11 Honors student Prashant 
Malyala sees the benefits of traditional 
methods. “I like tests because all you really 
have to do is study and a lot less busy work 
is involved.”

But Keys isn’t giving an old-school fi-
nal with her juniors, and doesn’t plan on 

changing it anytime soon. 
“Beyond all of its pedagogical value, I just 

think [this kind of final] just a lot of fun,” 
Keys said. “Students can work together, sup-
port each other and get to see and work with 
their classmates in a way they haven’t done 
before.” u

BY PatrickLi
& VivienZhang

Teachers find alternative methods to spice up final exams

“I completely forgot all of 
my Norwegian, and I’ve been 
spending the rest of my life 
trying to get it back.”

Elaine HaggertyFRENCH TEACHERA collage of MAP students in history teacher 
Mike Davey’s classes was posted on the school’s 
Instagram account. Students participated in 
Daveyland, a political rally simulation.

Courtesy of  GOFALCONPOWER

TO YOUR 
FUTURE 
SELFADVICE

“Students work 
together, support 
each other and get to 
work with classmates 
in a way they have 
not done before.”

Amy KeysENGLISH TEACHER

         Do me proud,
Present Day Saya 

Dear Future Saya,

GRAPHIC BY JINGYI WANG AND ELICIA YE

Hola!HolHHZdravstvuyte!Zdravstvuyte

Bonjour!onjou

Hallo! こんにちは!にち

Hello!Bridging the Language Gap
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During the Festival of Learning event on 
Oct. 3, teachers from both Saratoga and Los 
Gatos High attended sessions to help them 
improve as educators. But even more so, 
many teachers attended sessions  on meth-
ods to reduce student stress. 

As part of an ongoing effort to reduce 
stress over the past five years, the school has 
had over 20 stress-reduction initiatives, ac-
cording to assistant principal Brian Safine. 

Some of these initiatives include the 
adoption of the Counseling and Support 
Services for the Youth (CASSY), a new 
schedule featuring daily tutorials, admin-
istrative training on dealing with student 
stress and a new tutoring center. 

Staff members have also been trained to 
create a stimulating learning environment 
that keeps students emotionally in balance 
rather than one constantly surrounded by 
stress. 

The administration’s efforts have proven 
to have a positive effect on students. 

For example, in science teacher Kirk 
Davis’ AP Physics class, a course known to 
be one of the hardest offered at the school, 
Davis tries to keep his students engaged by 
including demonstrations and anecdotes. 

While the class is still difficult, students 
have noticed a decrease, albeit slight, in 
stress.

“Mr. Davis definitely makes AP Physics a 
more fun environment, which allows me to 

forget about my stresses and worries,” said 
senior Kha Nguyen, who is in Davis’ fourth-
period class. “Overall, I would say that he 
has made the class a lot less worrisome than 
it has been before in past years.”

Safine has also noticed that many of the 
changes are helping. 

“Whether we are working as a whole 
school to teach and learn in a student-
friendly bell schedule or including a sup-
port class targeted at a smaller number of 
students, I believe students see and feel the 
benefits of this important work,” Safine 
said. 

Besides emotional and mental support, 
the administration also decided to expand 
on the theme of physical exercise this year.  
    In order to provide a source of relaxation 
for students, the school implemented its 

first ever Move-Ember events, where, over 
a span of three weeks, students had the op-
portunity to participate in various physical 
activities during tutorial or lunch. 

Seniors who are battling the burden 

of college applications along with a tough 
school workload have found the Move-
Ember events to be beneficial in alleviating 
stress.

“Last month, I went to dodgeball dur-
ing lunch, and it made me think of things 
outside of school,” senior Bala Balasubra-
manian said. “I thought the event was pretty 
interesting as it allowed me to forget some 
of my worries.” 

According to Safine, while many stress-
causing factors are out of the school’s con-
trol, such as the stress of getting into college 
or the stress of parent pressure, the admin-
istration has taken an effort to make mean-
ingful changes.

“I would really love for the school com-
munity to continue to grow as a supportive 
network with parents, students and staff 
pulling together in the same direction,” 
Safine said. 

He adds: “I want students to know that 
it is OK to make mistakes because those are 
growth opportunities.” ◆

BY MuthuPalaniappan
& NavinTiwary

School implements new policies to alleviate student stress

“I want students to know 
that it’s OK to make mistakes 
because those are growth 
opportunities.”

Brian Sa� neASSISTANT PRINCIPAL

around

She has clear skin, long eye-
lashes, arched eyebrows, and 
an impeccable fashion sense. 
She flashes her pearly white 
teeth as she reapplies a spar-
kly lip gloss to her plump lips. 
Adjusting the scarf around 
her neck, she takes a sip of 
her venti iced skinny hazel-
nut macchiato with sugar-free 
syrup, light ice, and whipped 
cream.

Girls envy her. They hate the 
way she rolls up the windows 
of her sparkling clean BMW 
after she pulls into the parking 
lot of her private high school. 
They scowl at the way her 
freshly manicured nails move 
the perfectly curled stray hair 
from her prominent cheek-
bones.

“Ugh, she’s so basic,” envi-
ous, irritated girls whisper. 
Although chemistry profes-
sors may be utterly horri-
fied at the idea of sodium 
hydroxide becoming the new 
trend in clothing, it would be 
a relief to them to learn the 
word “basic” has evolved to 
describe an unoriginal person 
who blends in with the ma-
jority of other people.

Most often used in a derog-
atory manner, the word im-
plies a lack of originality and 
possibly stupidity. According 
to Urban Dictionary, a basic 
girl is defined as a “female who 
conforms to her surroundings 
and claims she is unique.” In 
a study conducted at the Uni-
versity of Southern California, 
students used adjectives such 
as “unsophisticated, unorigi-
nal, narrow-minded, and cli-
ché” when prompted by the 
word basic. 

The relatively new word has 
adopted a negative connota-
tion, yet thousands of women 

strive to conform to the same 
ideals this word imposes.

Previously, the word im-
plied bland or bare — the 
necessities. The Cut, a fash-
ion magazine, compares the 
original definition of the word 
“basic” to what it has become 
and explains that “[to] dress 
‘normal’ is the height of chic, 
yet to call someone ‘basic’ is 
the chicest put-down, one 
that shows no signs of disap-
pearing.” As soon as a girl is 
described as “basic,” she is im-
mediately assumed to be car-
rying far too many shopping 
bags after a day at the mall, 
an experience which would be 
documented in her Snapchat 
story filled with pictures at the 

perfect angle.
Brands suddenly become 

incredibly important: the 
jacket from Pink by Victoria’s 
Secret should be paired with 
the tight leggings with boots.

Based on the popularity of 
certain fashions, level of ac-
ceptance, and affinity from 
the public, more and more 
women devalue themselves 
and reject their own sense 
of self, attempting to morph 
their bodies and styles into 
the newest designs in order to 
be considered equal to others. 
These women are mistakenly 

assumed of wanting to be ba-
sic; critics argue this desire 
has robbed people of their in-
dividuality and character. 

However, the desire that 
most people harbor may not 
be directed toward being ba-
sic but rather toward being 
accepted for their decisions. 
Unique tastes have long been 
discarded in exchange for 
the classic North Face jacket 
Teen Vogue claimed to be the 
most chic for the fall season. 
A basic girl is assumed to be 
someone “who likes stuff that 
is commonly liked by other 
girls.” Most definitions have 
become synonymous to a lack 
of individuality. 

Girls coat their faces with 
makeup, torture their feet, 
and wear shirts three sizes too 
small in order to conform to a 
strict norm. The discomfort is 
an acceptable exchange for the 
stamp of being normal. 

This discontinuity in per-
ception has bathed the word 
in controversy, causing some 
disagreement with respect to 
the true definition and impli-
cations of the word. However, 
in general, the word basic has 
left a negative impact on our 
society because of its ability to 
exclude people and indirectly 
force them to adhere to stan-
dards set by their peers and 
influences propelled by pop 
culture. 

In essence, being “basic” 
is to lack uniqueness or to 
blindly succumb to what ma-
jorities tend to lean toward. 
It traps girls in a vicious cycle 
of striving to appear accept-
able and respectable, yet los-
ing their own individual tastes 
and outlooks in the process, 
thereby robbing themselves of 
the respect and appreciation 
they were pursuing in the first 
place. 

Acting in ways that are la-
beled basic has caused girls to 
lose sight of themselves, their 
own value and their faith in 
their ability to assert them-
selves. 

The concept of being “ba-
sic” highlights yet another 
aspect of modern society that 
degrades women by forcing 
them to work for an ideal and 
punishing them every step of 
the way for doing so. ◆

MRS. BAGLIERE: Miss. Khu-
maini, you are to report to the prin-
cipal’s office immediately regarding 
your lewd behavior. Take your things 
with you.

STUDENTS: Oooooooo.
PARISA: Hello, Mr. White. You 

needed me?
MR. WHITE: Ah yes. Please take 

a seat. 
MR. WHITE: Parisa, you have 

been an outstanding student these 
past years, but something has 
popped up…your lewd behavior.

PARISA: Lewd behavior?
MR. WHITE: Yes, regarding your 

uniform? You know about Lord 
Trump’s policy: his outlaw of free-
dom of apparel. 

PARISA: Absolutely. I mean, it 
must be my Trump designer shoes, 
they’re a season old…

MR. WHITE: Miss Khumaini, 
Lord Trump has worked so hard to 
make America great again, and that 
includes finding what’s best for our 
education. Many teachers and stu-
dents have found your turban a dis-
traction. I know it is hard for you to 
speak up but I am giving you the op-
portunity to voice out your opinion.

PARISA: Huh? Mr. White, I be-
lieve there has been a misunder-
standing. My hijab is somet-

MR. WHITE: Miss Khumaini, 
if you want to continue attending 
America’s greatest high school, I 
need to see what you’re hiding under 
that thing.

PARISA: I’m afraid I can’t do 
that...I would be going against what 
I’m devoted to, my religion. I can en-
sure you and the school board that 
I’m not hiding anything.

MR. WHITE: Are you sure? Be-
cause I’ve recently heard from stu-
dents about a “ticking noise” coming 
from your scarf.

PARISA: (whispers to herself) 
Is that why everyone kept their dis-
tance from me in the hallway?

PARISA: Mr. White, if you’re ac-
cusing me of carrying weapons on 
campus, or even anywhere, I’m not!

MR. WHITE: I never accused 

you of such statements, I just want to 
make sure our school is safe. Please 
remain calm while we try to sort this 
situation out. All we want to know 
is what you are hiding under your 
turban. 

PARISA: Nothing but my hair.
MR. WHITE: That’s what you A-

rabs do, don’t you? I need to call the 
Bomb Technicians and the police 
stat! We need to evacuate the build-
ing quick. You stay away from me, 
you terrorist! 

(The principal squishes into a 
corner, hyperventilating.)

PARISA: (stands up) Mr. White, 
please, there has been a misunder-
standing! 

STUDENT #1: Mr. White! Help! 
Robby is shooting everyone!

(Five shots sound effects and Mr. 
White’s window shatters.) 

MR. WHITE: Be there in a mo-
ment, children. (Sighs.) Poor Robby, 
not again. It must be his mental ill-
ness.

PARISA: Shouldn’t you be deal-
ing with the shooter? Does anyone 
see this as a problem? 

MR. WHITE: Excuse me, but his 
parents have donated thousands to 
help this school, Robby just needs 
some extra attention.

(Two policemen enter the office 
armed with guns.)

MR. WHITE: Thank the Lord! 
Take this Muzzie away! 

(Each policeman takes Parisa by 
the arm and lifts her away.)

PARISA: (resists the policemen) 
Stop! Please, I’m innocent! There 
was no bomb, it was just my hair! 
Please!

POLICEMAN #1 to POLICE-
MAN #2: Huh, I thought Lord 
Trump said these A-rab women 
would be quiet?  

Most o� en used 
in a derogatory 

manner, the word 
‘basic’ implies a lack 

of originality and 
stupidity. 

The Ticking noise . . .
The following scene from a play was written by 
junior Shania Jafri about Islamophobia.

GRAPHICS BY ELICIA YE
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Senior Meghana Kaza 
defines the word 
“basic” in an essay 
for her second period 
AP Language class.
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Success. Happiness. Thousands 
of philosophers and the greatest 
minds of the age have given their 
two cents and more on how to 
achieve these seemingly unattain-
able goals. Great mentors, theo-
rists and thinkers have used their 
own experiences to explain their 
take on happiness.

The writer Maya Angelou once 
said that “success is liking yourself, 
liking what you do and liking how 
you do it.” In 1994, Nelson Man-
dela said, “Do not judge me by my 
successes, judge me by how many 
times I fell down and got back up 
again.” 

But as wise as their advice may 
be, sometimes the greatest paths 
to success are your own. Success 
should be defined by your attitude, 
not by the people around you. As 
scary as it sounds, it is up to you 
to establish how far you need to go 
to succeed to attain happiness and 
how to get there.

Here at SHS, many of us look 
to academic achievements, popu-
larity and admission to the presti-
gious Ivy League as cornerstones 
of success. But we don’t always 
consider the more fundamental 
aspects of life: integrity, self-worth 
and improvement.

These are the qualities that de-
fine your own successes (yes, you 
can have multiple), not a fancy 
college title or a stamp for vale-
dictorian to fit in your laundry list 
resume. 

Comparison is not the only 
thing that matters in life. It’s not 
what defines success, and it’s cer-
tainly not the only path to happi-
ness. 

Comparison often leads to 

harmful exclusion and derision 
among social cliques and intellec-
tual groups. I’ve noticed that the 
A+ students generally don’t social-
ize with those whom they deem 
the “sub-par” students, while the 
other students look up at them 
with envy and unhealthy resent-
ment. We’re really good at hiding 
our competitiveness and ill will, 
but those feelings persist never-
theless.

In our myopic understanding 
of success, we don’t fully appreci-
ate the method in obtaining our 
goals or the impact this view of 

success will have on us. What’s af-
ter college? How do you become 
successful after obtaining a de-
gree from a prestigious university 
and a high-paying job? What ob-
stacles and paths must you face to 
get there? And through all of that, 
how do you stay happy and con-
tinue to value yourself?

My father, a middle-aged engi-
neer, comes from a stereotypical 
Asian family in South Korea: He 
started poor, studied hard to be-
come the best in his class, got into 
the best colleges and now lives 
prosperously in a nice house with 
a family and a well-paying job. 

But these accomplishments do 
not define his happiness, he told 
me, or his success. Success, he said, 
is living your dream. It’s earning it. 
It’s about you, not comparison. 

“I know you probably didn’t do 

your best this round. Maybe today 
was a bad day, I don’t know,” my 
orchestra conductor once said. 
“What you must know, though, 
is that there is always another 
chance. There’s always a time to 
get back on your feet. Just try your 
best and you’ll go far.”

And through our constant 
struggle to achieve success, we 
have a chance at happiness too. 
To me, happiness is finishing my 
homework before 1 a.m.; it’s hang-
ing out with my friends under the 
shade of the big tree in the quad, 
not worrying about tomorrow.   

Optimism, I find, is the best 
way — maybe the only way — to 
find true happiness.

Changing our self-defeating 
tendencies of comparing ourselves 
to others and risking our integrity 
to achieve “success” is not a one-
day effort; it takes time for each 
individual to cultivate a healthy 
mindset. The important thing 
about success is that there is no 
given rubric; the definition of suc-
cess depends on the individual’s 
perception of self-improvement. 

I used to think success was ob-
taining A+’s in all of my classes 
and getting accepted by Harvard 
or Stanford University. But I real-
ized that this may not be attain-
able for me, so I changed my goals 
and my version of success: try as 
hard as I can to do the best I can. 
By striving to improve myself and 
find my limits, I effectively suc-
ceed at maintaining a happy atti-
tude by not comparing myself with 
anyone other than myself.

Putting in your best effort, 
trying as hard as you can: That is 
what truly brings happiness, not 
comparing and trying to outdo 
others to feel superior. ◆

BY RyanKim

among teenagers and adults, al-
most doubling since 2002.  

However, national polls from 
the Center for Disease Control 
and Prevention also show that 
teen marijuana usage dropped o�  
slightly,  with only 21.7 percent of 
teens reporting using marijuana 
in the past 30 days in 2015 as op-
posed to the 23.4 percent in 2013. 

In November, California passed 
Proposition 64, making it legal for 
adults age 21 and above to use and 
grow marijuana for their own per-
sonal intentions. � e proposition 
also allows the sale of marijuana to 
be legal, stamped with a 15 percent 
tax on all of its sales.

Prop 64’s impact in Saratoga
At Saratoga High, recreational 

use of marijuana is already popu-
lar among many students, but 
some opponents fear that the 
drug’s legalization will only make 
marijuana more accessible for all 
youths. 

Prop 64 will go into full e� ect 
on Jan. 1, 2018. While marijuana 
possession was immediately legal-
ized on Nov. 9, retail sale of recre-
ational marijuana will not be legal 
until 2018. Although the legaliza-
tion of marijuana only applies to 
adults over the age of 21, Prop 64 
may make it easier for students to 
obtain marijuana. � e reason: Any 
adult is now a potential dealer.

Some current users, however, 
do not believe the culture at Sara-
toga will change very much follow-
ing the passage of the proposition.

Jimmy, a frequent marijuana 
user, is one of them. 

“It will be much easier for ev-
eryone to get marijuana, but it just 
depends more on the kids’ person-
al decisions and whether or not 
they want to experiment with it,” 
Jimmy said.  

   � e o�  cial statewide poll in 
Colorado seem to agree as it found 
that marijuana usage among high 
school students actually dropped 
from 22 percent in 2011 to 21.2 
percent in 2015 a� er the legaliza-
tion of marijuana in 2013.

� e poll results are not sur-
prising. Even under the new leg-
islation, students who are caught 
with marijuana may be forced to 
undergo marijuana counseling, 
which may include drug educa-
tion classes, motivation therapy 
and community service.

Furthermore, driving under 
the in� uence of marijuana is still 
a crime. A DUI on an individual’s 
record can immediately result in 
loss of license, a � ne and jail sen-
tence. 

On campus, using marijuana 
leads to additional punishments 
for students. According to the 
California Education Code, stu-
dents who are caught with mari-
juana on school property or in a 
school-related activity, such as an 
o� -campus dance, are subject to 
three- to � ve-day suspension and 
possible expulsion, while students 
caught selling marijuana on school 
grounds will be expelled.

For the most part, these pun-
ishment guidelines are a strong 
deterrent against student mari-
juana usage at school.

“I think every student knows 
that if they use illegal drugs or al-
cohol at school, they would get in 
trouble,” assistant principal Brian 
� ompson said. “� e majority of 
our students really don’t want to 
be in a situation where they get 
in trouble, or in a situation where 
they bring illegal substances into 
schools.”

Marijuana’s health e� ects
Experts at the National Insti-

tute of Drug Abuse have linked 
marijuana to a variety of mental 
health problems, such as lack of 
impulse control and lower IQ. Ad-
ditionally, researchers at Columbia 
University found that marijuana 
users are 85 times more likely to 
try harder drugs such as cocaine.

Experts in substance abuse 
have also cited that DUIs due to  
marijuana usage are a possible 
health hazard.

According to the International 

Conference on Alcohol, Drugs 
and Tra�  c Safety, marijuana im-
pairs tracking, motor coordina-
tion, visual function and divided 
attention, all skills that are lawfully 
required for safe driving.

 
Getting high and going forward

According to some of the fre-
quent marijuana users on campus, 
the intensively rigorous academic 
environment of the school con-
tributes to students seeking ways 
to relieve stress and � nd ways to 
cut back and relax. For many stu-
dents, marijuana seems like the 
perfect solution.

“It really heightens general 
worldly social pleasures, like lis-
tening to music. It makes movies 
more interesting, comedies more 
funny and dramas more engag-
ing,” Jimmy said. 

But marijuana does have down-
sides, as Jimmy experienced � rst-
hand. 

“Once, I ate an edible that had a 
lot of milligrams of tetrahydrocan-
nabinol, a psychoactive constitu-
ent that a� ects your brain, and I 
hadn’t developed a high tolerance 
at that point,” Jimmy recalled. 
“It really just hit me, and I could 
hardly do much. I felt kind of sick 
and grounded to the bed.”

Still, this experience has not 
deterred Jimmy from ever smok-
ing marijuana again.

“[I don’t think that] anyone has 
ever in the history of the world 
died from taking it or ingesting 
it,” Jimmy said. “Even though I 
have su� ered bad trips, I just had 
to calm down and remind myself 
that it’s safe.” 

Although there are no con-
� rmed cases in which a person di-
rectly died from consuming mari-
juana, there have been reports of 
marijuana-related complications 
leading to death. According to 
CBS News, two men died in 2014 
due to complications from smok-
ing marijuana. To prevent harm-
ful consequences from substance 
abuse, the administrators will con-
tinue to maintain its strict policy 
regarding the possession, use and 
selling of marijuana on campus.

“[For] every students who uses 
marijuana, there’s always a rea-
son,” � ompson said. “Our e� orts 
are to � nd out what those reasons 
are and help students � nd out why 
they are making poor choices.” ◆

WEED 
continued from pg. 1

Proposition 64 may 
make it easier for 
students to obtain 

marijuana.

GRAPHIC BY ELICIA YE

Don’t compare: Discovering 
the true meaning of success 

� e important thing 
about success is that 

there is no given 
rubric.
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Sophomore Shivani Agrawal 
was only in third grade when her 
older sister, Class of 2005 alumna 
Shveta, left for college at Univer-
sity of Southern California (USC).

Agrawal has an unusually large 
age gap of 10 years between her 
and her older sister and a six-year 
gap between her and her older 
brother. With so many years sepa-
rating them, Agrawal hasn’t expe-
rienced having a sibling the way 
most people 
do.

“I feel like 
I am kind of 
distant from 
my sister be-
cause we have 
lived apart for 
so long, but 
whenever we 
hangout I feel 
like we can always relate,” Agrawal 
said. 

Though living apart for most of 
their lives, Agrawal and her sister 
still share memories and similar 
interests. The two bond over TV 
shows such as “Friends” or “Gos-
sip Girl” while catching up with 
each other.

Agrawal’s sister lives in Los An-
geles with her husband and her 
10-month-old daughter. 

“Once every one or two months 
I go and visit my sister and her 
family,” Agrawal said. “It’s always 
really great seeing her because I 
feel like I never get to spend much 
time with her.”

At other times, she still stays 
in touch over Facebook and Ins-
tagram. 

Agrawal often talks to her sister 
about problems she faces at home 
or in school, such as when she 
had a hard time at her new school 
with new people. In addition to an 

older sister, Shivani’s brother and 
Class of 2013 alumnus Shauray 
studies at University of California, 
Berkeley. 

Agrawal agrees that her rela-
tionship with her brother is a bit 
more ordinary because they have 
lived with each other longer. 

On the other hand, senior 
Kelsey Kinoshita, the oldest of 
three, has a sister Olivia, who is 12, 
and a brother Cole, who is 6.

Kinoshita takes on the respon-
sibility of caring for her younger 
brother since she can give him ac-

curate advice 
about school, 
activities and 
life.

“I feel like 
I’m more pa-
rental with 
my younger 
brother com-
pared to 
my sister,” 

Kinoshita said. “It’s really inter-
esting to watch him grow up and 
experience everything that I have 
been through.”

Because of the age gap, 
Kinoshita gets to experience mile-
stones in her brother’s life. In the 
past month, Kinoshita’s younger 
brother Cole read a book to her for 
the first time.

“He’s 5 and in kindergarten, so 
he’s definitely starting to grow up, 
but it was still weird to have him 
read me a book because in my 
mind, he’s still so little,” Kinoshita 
said.

 At the same time, Kinoshita 
sees the negatives of a large age 
gap.

“Although I’ll always be proud 
of him, I feel sad since I’m going to 
be going to college while he’s go-
ing to be going to first grade, and I 
won’t be there all the time to watch 
him grow and help him through 
school,” Kinoshita said. u

“Are you really Sean’s sister?”
Much to my irritation, I 

can always count on hearing 
this question just moments af-
ter meeting the friends of my 
20-year-old brother Sean. De-
spite Sean explicitly introduc-
ing me as his sister, his friends 
always feel the need to confirm 
our sibling relationship.

This is because my brother 
and I have polar opposite per-
sonalities. 

While Sean is a natural ex-
trovert, making friends within 
minutes with his entertaining 
antics and comical jokes, I won’t 
be caught cracking jokes to ran-
dom strangers. Even after meet-
ing someone, I remain quiet and 
reserved, as my awkward nature 
seems to inhibit my conversa-
tional skills.

Therefore, when being intro-
duced to someone familiar with 
Sean, I often face the expectation 
of matching my brother’s outgo-
ing qualities and charisma. But 
as an introvert, I find this task 
excruciating, and I often dread 
interacting with his friends.

Aside from meetings with my 
brother’s friends, this expecta-

tion also acts as a burden for me 
at the beginning of each school 
year.

With his outgoing nature 
and constant jokes, Sean easily 
won the affection of his teach-
ers. When his old teachers learn 
that we are related, they often 
expect a younger, female version 
of him, someone who brightens 
the classroom’s atmosphere by 

cracking jokes. 
What they find instead is the 

exact opposite. Unless I share the 
class with close friends who help 
me loosen up, I am the quiet girl 
who speaks only when called on.

Still, having an extroverted 
brother has its benefits. One im-
portant lesson I’ve gotten from 
him is that although meeting 
new people may be a step out 
of my comfort zone, it’s at least 
better than spending time alone 

without company. 
For instance, at a party my 

parents hosted a few years ago, I 
had planned to stay in the com-
fort of my room the whole time 
watching YouTube. Since the 
guests were either adults or my 
brother’s friends, I feared I would 
have no common interests and 
would only seem like an annoy-
ing pest.

So when Sean dragged me out 
of my room to socialize with the 
guests, I protested at first, wor-
ried that I would be excluded 
from the “big kid” activities. 
Instead, I found that they were 
playing Uno, a card game suited 
for all ages; furthermore, my 
brother made sure to include me 
in all their conversations.

In the end, I realized that de-
spite the 4-year age difference 
between his friends and me, I 
had a lot more fun in their com-
pany than I would have holed up 
in my room alone.

Although having an extro-
verted brother may pose diffi-
cult standards for me to match, 
the valuable lessons that I learn 
from him easily outweigh these 
difficulties. For this reason, I 
wouldn’t ask for anything differ-
ent of a sibling. u

“I always thought you had a 
sibling; I wouldn’t have guessed 
you were an only child,” one of 
my closest friends said to me 
when we met back in freshman 
year.

In fact, multiple peo-
ple have told me that 
I don’t act like the ste-
reotypically dependent, 
over-spoiled or lonely 
only child. I could say I 
simply defy the “norm,” 
but my experiences are 
what steered me from 
those stereotypes.

At age 5, I moved from 
Beijing to my first home 
in Pasadena. This move not only 
pushed me to become better at 
adapting to new environments 
but also guided me toward my 
independence.

Entering school with no com-
prehension of the English what-
soever, I went into kindergarten 
using only hand gestures to com-
municate with my teachers and 
classmates. 

Throughout kindergarten 
and elementary school, people 
often asked me if I get lonely 
without a brother or sister to 
turn to when needed. Man, I 
thought, if only I had a sibling 
to keep me company and absorb 

some of my parents’ 
attention.

That thought re-
ally struck me when 
I transferred to SHS 
in freshman year. I 
had the same friends 
throughout elementa-
ry and middle school 
in Los Gatos, and leav-
ing them gave me feel-
ings of anxiety. 

I still remember the 
first week here: I was scared to 
approach people during lunch. 
I had no one to turn to while I 
circled the school to find one of 
my classes. When I went home, 
I wanted a confidant — a sibling 
— to tell my insecurities to.

Despite the occasions when I 
found myself longing for a side-
kick in my made-up superhero 
game or someone to pour imagi-

nary tea, I began to enjoy spend-
ing time with myself, fueling my 
independence without placating 
my outgoing personality. 

Solo tea parties and super-
hero games matured into read-
ing books and learning how to 
cook, which I was lucky to have 
the peace and time alone to do 
as an only child. As many of 
my friends know, I am a geek 
for fantasy novels and cliche 
romance books, and I could 
probably spend an entire day 
escaping from reality into alter-
nate fictional universes, these 
books pulling at my heartstrings 
through just ink and paper.

Of course, there were many 
times in my childhood when I 
begged my parents for a younger 
sister or brother. I may have even 
learned more discipline through 
having to share my parents’ at-
tention and giving up pricey in-
dulgences such as a new sweat-
shirt or an iPhone. Still, I have 
learned to accept being an only 
child, and at least I don’t have to 
deal with a little sister stealing 
my clothes and belongings. u

BY JingyiWang

BY AshleySu

Sibling opposites
Junior Ashley Su and her older brother Sean pose during his Saratoga High graduation in June 2014. 

I often face the 
expectation of 
matching my 

brother’s outgoing 
qualities.

Courtesy of ASHLEY SU

In the middle of November, 
senior Danielle Berkowitz Sklar 
should have served a school de-
tention because she had been late 
to several classes. But she escaped 
the punishment because the ad-
ministration mistakenly sent the 
detention slip to her twin sister, 
Daviana, who ended up staying 
after school to serve the punish-
ment. 

“It was really funny because 
I actually deserved the deten-
tion but ended up not having to 
go since Daviana went for me,” 
Danielle said.

Such episodes are common 
with the Berkowitz Sklar family, 
which is made up of senior frater-
nal twins Danielle and Daviana, 
sophomore fraternal twins of the 
opposite gender, Khiara and Da-
vid, as well as  12-year-old  Julian, 
who attends Redwood Middle 
School.

“It’s definitely nice having so 
many siblings because we always 
have someone to trust,” Danielle 
said. “When we introduce our-
selves as having two sets of twins 
in our family, it’s funny to see 
people’s mixed reactions.”

Danielle and Daviana, who 
happened to have the same 
schedule last year, ended up in 
some of the same classes this year 
as well. Though they originally 
thought being in the same class 
would be difficult as they spend 
so much time together outside of 
school, they ended up liking hav-
ing each other in classes.

“Since we have the same 
teachers, it’s nice having some-
one to study with,” Danielle said. 
“With a twin by my side, I know 
I’m never alone.” 

Having five kids who are so 
close in age is a difficult task 

for the Berkowitz Sklar parents, 
though they treasure having a 
close-knit family. They also mini-
mize costs as pick-ups and drop-
off take half the time. 

“Having two sets of twins 
in the family means that even 
though there is double of ev-
erything, we always have a best 
friend to depend on,” Daviana 
said. 

Though the youngest member 
of the Berkowitz family, Julian, 
doesn’t have a twin, his siblings 
agree that “his craziness and in-
dependent spirit” have carved a 
role for him.

“When we were little, we 
would tell Julian that he was the 
special one,” Danielle said. “I’m 
sure he sometimes feels left out 
of the twin thing, so we include 
him in almost everything we do.”

While Khiara is younger than 
her sisters, people confuse her as 
being part of a triplet with Davi-
ana and Danielle since her facial 
features and hair color are similar 
to those of her older sisters. Since 
David is the only Berkowitz boy 
in high school with red hair, peo-
ple often view him as an outsider. 

“Whenever the four of us are 

together, everyone always thinks 
that my three sisters are triplets 
and that I’m a random ginger boy 
who tags along,” David said. “It’s 
definitely funny when I end up 
telling people that I’m Khiara’s 
twin.”

While family vacations are of-
ten packed with various activities 
to please everyone and the house 
is always chaotic, the Berkowitz 
family is valuing the little time 
they have to spend together be-
fore Danielle and Daviana go to 
college next fall.

Both are applying to similar 
colleges, though Daviana plans 
to major in biology or environ-
mental sciences while Danielle is 
interested in public relations, but 
undecided. While there is a pos-
sibility that the two may end up 
in the same college, they would 
like to attend different schools in 
the same state to experience more 
independence.

“Since we have always spent a 
lot of time together, I know I’m 
going to miss Danielle next year,” 
Daviana said. “I always have a 
best friend with Danielle and 
someone I can trust and know 
will always have my back.” u

BY AmiNachiappan
& PhoebeWang

MATCHING MY BROTHER’S STANDARDS IS HARDER THAN IT SEEMS

Class of 2015 alum Sean Shi 
grazed the white admission let-
ter with his fingers, his eyes fix-
ated on the Massachusetts Insti-
tute of Technology emblem that 
he had seen so many times be-
fore. Clutching the letter, Sean’s 
heart beat furiously as his eyes 
scoured the paper for the deci-
sive word, “Congratulations!”

As Sean located and con-
firmed his acceptance, cries of 
joy and elation from his fam-
ily echoed 
through the 
living room 
— the most 
noticeable 
from Sean’s 
y o u n g e r 
brother ju-
nior Austin 
Shi, whose 
level of ex-
c i t e m e n t 
nearly sur-
passed that of his sibling.

Many times in academic en-
vironments like Saratoga, it is 
a common belief that students 
with successful older siblings 
grow up in the sibling’s so-called 
shadow, sometimes harboring 
feelings of resentment and in-
dignation. 

In fact, in a study published 
by Dr. Sylvia Rimm on the ef-
fects of sibling competition, 
Rimm suggests that in cases 
where one sibling clearly excels 
over the other, the lower-achiev-
ing sibling may feel undervalued 
and underappreciated. 

However, Rimm mentions 
that parenting styles make all the 
difference, saying that if parents 
push their children to excel in 
areas where the child feels most 
comfortable in, the child no lon-
ger feels neglected.

 Realizing from a young age 
that he had different interests 
from Sean, Austin said that his 
parents were supportive of him 
and did not expect him to be 
someone who he was not. 

“Our parents actually raised 
us very differently when we were 
young kids,” said Austin. “Going 
back to elementary school, we 

both went to math club and par-
ticipated in math competitions, 
but at some point, my parents 
just realized I was different.”

With the support of his par-
ents, Austin has been able to 
pursue his own interests such as 
Color Guard, without the added 
pressures of trying to go to a col-
lege like MIT.   

“My parents understand that 
I am different from my brother 
and that I do not have to fol-
low his exact footsteps,” said 
Austin. “However, they still, of 

course, strive 
for me to go 
to a presti-
gious college 
and excel 
in the areas 
that I want to 
study.” 

Similarly, 
f r e s h m a n 
Nevin Li-
ang, younger 
brother of 

Class of 2016 valedictorian and 
current Harvard freshman Ce-
line Liang, said he  feels little 
added pressure from his par-
ents. He does, however, use his 
sister’s accomplishments to fuel 
and motivate himself to do well 
in school.

“The pressure I feel isn’t nec-
essarily from my parents, but 
it’s more of just me challenging 
myself to get into a school like 
Harvard,” Nevin said.

Following Celine’s footsteps, 
Nevin often partakes in math 
competitions such as the Ameri-
can Invitational Mathematical 
Examination and United States 
of America Math Olympiad. 

Nevin occasionally feels the 
effects of a “shadow” left by 
Celine when he compares his 
scores in these competitions to 
his own. Still, Nevin said that he 
does not do this often, adding he 
simply “just tries to do his best.” 

“My parents expect me to 
be better than my sister Celine 
since they have learned a lot 
from parenting her,” Nevin said. 
“However, they don’t compare 
me to Celine as they know I am 
already challenging myself to 
my full extent.” u

Growing up in the shadow
OLDER, HIGH-ACHIEVING STUDENTS SET 
THE BAR FOR THEIR YOUNGER SIBLINGS
BY DanielBessonov

Only child
BEING THE ONLY ONE IN THE HOUSE IS BETTER THAN DEPICTED

Twins
COSTA RICAN FAMILY OF SEVEN FEATURES TWO PAIRS OF TWINS

“Family first” is practically 
an understatement in my fam-
ily — it’s become a lifestyle. My 
Instagram account is populated 
with dozens of cute pictures of 
my 7-year-old sister Addison as 
well as nostalgic selfies with my 
20-year-old sister Grace. They 
are practically my best friends, 
but it hasn’t always been this way. 

When I was younger, Grace 
and I were practically attached at 
the hip. There are very few pic-
tures of me alone during the first 
decade of my life: Most of the 
time, I was either photobomb-
ing Grace’s pictures or posing in 
a symmetrical stance next to her. 

Naturally, my older sister’s 
presence in my life shaped my 
childhood. Though she is three 
years older, I participate in the 
same activities as she did in 
high school, whether it is coor-
dinating ASB events, running 
the news section for the school 
newspaper or captaining the SHS 
badminton team. 

Some even say our voices 
sound alike over the announce-
ments — just ask AP Computer 
Science teacher Debra Troxell, 

who sometimes calls me Grace 
during class (though she claims 
it’s always on accident). 

We are not like typical sisters 
(some would argue we’re practi-
cally twins) but for the first 10 
years of my life, this is what de-
fined “sisterhood” to me: open 
closets with free clothes, daily 
advice sessions. 

But in 2009, when I was 10 
and Grace was 13, our family 
dynamic changed drastically. We 
thought it was a joke when my 
mother announced to us that 
she was expecting, but it was far 
from a practical joke: Addison 
was born that year. 

I was mad. There was a 10-
year age gap between Addi and 
me, and suddenly, there was no 
more time for Wii (it hurt the ba-
by’s eyes), no more loud scream-
ing (it hurt the baby’s ears) and 
no more Grace and Spring time 
(it hurt the baby’s feelings). Ad-
dison’s existence flipped my 
world upside down. 

Compromise was difficult 
and for the most part forced 
upon me by my mother. Sharing 
took on a completely new signif-
icance in my life — and I initially 
hated it.

But when Grace left for col-
lege, I entered sophomore year 
and Addi started preschool, we 
found new common ground.

Addi has become the most 
mature 7-year-old I know of. 
She often piggy backs on my 
hangouts with my friends (while 
other friends like senior Mitali 
Shanbhag will insist on coming 
to visit Addi). At the same time, I 
have become her personal tutor, 
while she stares in bewilderment 
at my calculus problems. 

It’s a cute sisterhood, I have to 
say, between the two of us. But 
it’s nothing like the relationship 
I have maintained with my older 
sister. Through it all, I’ve realized 
that there is no defining sister-
hood factor — Addi is just as 
much my sister as Grace is. 

People think all sisterhoods 
have to be like those in “The Sis-
terhood of the Travelling Pants” 
— in which everyone exchanges 
the same secrets, has the same 
friends and literally wears the 
same pants. But while I’ve real-
ized that Addi and I probably 
won’t ever share the same pants, 
my relationship with her is just 
as special as the one Grace and I 
have shared for so long. u

Close sisterhood
UNEXPECTED SIBLING LEADS TO STRONGER FAMILIAL BOND
BY SpringMa

Sibling age gap
FALCONS DEAL WITH LARGE AGE DIFFERENCE 
BY EshaLakhotia
& MuthuPalaniappan

Left to right: Julian, Danielle (12), Khiara (10), Daviana (12) and David 
Berkowitz Sklar (10) take a family portrait in a 2012 photoshoot. 

Courtesy of  BETH BERKOWITZ 

Senior Spring Ma (right) poses with her older sister Grace and younger 
sister Addison on their vacation to Guangzhou, China, in summer 2016.

Courtesy of SPRING MA

“At some point, 
my parents just 
realized I was 
different.”

 Austin ShiJUNIOR

Wang

“I am distant from my 
sister because we have 
lived apart for so long.”

Shivani AgrawalSOPHOMORE

GRAPHIC BY CHARIN PARK
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I’m in my room on a typical Tuesday 
night. Crying over the AP Chemistry home-
work I don’t get, I realize that I’ll never un-
derstand the material the way teacher Kathy 
Nakamatsu does.

� is was me every day last year. Academ-
ics have never really been my strong suit. 
Rather, I have always been interested in ex-
tracurriculars like art, music, volunteering 
and school activities, so naturally, I found 
AP Chemistry to be quite challenging.

Don’t get me wrong. I actually like chem-
istry; however, I just � nd that it takes me 
a little bit longer to grasp certain concepts 
than many of my peers. I can barely process 
the � rst sentence he or she said that day.

� e only way that I’m able to keep up 
with my course load is by constantly study-
ing at home. 

But that wasn’t enough. I found out 
about CrashCourse on YouTube from my 

Anatomy and Physiology teacher, Kristofer 
Orre. 

Since then, CrashCourse has saved me 
multiple times from failing tests. Because 
I’m a graphic artist and a design freak, I’m 
a very visually ori-
ented learner. 

� is learning 
style has become 
a problem in a 
lot of my classes, 
because I don’t 
completely un-
derstand the 
concepts until I 
get to see it in ac-
tion for myself. 
For example, during the equilibrium unit in 
AP Chemistry, I found it pretty di�  cult to 
understand balancing equations.

I never really understood why solids and 
liquids weren’t considered when calculat-
ing equilibrium, since to me, they all had an 

equal representation in calculating a reac-
tion.

But a� er coming home that day and 
watching a 11-minute CrashCourse video 
on chemical equilibrium, everything be-

came a lot much 
clearer to me.

CrashCourse’s 
animations, along-
side educator Hank 
Green’s narration, 
help me visually 
understand the 
equations and tech-
nical details that I 
learn in class.

In the equilib-
rium video, Green shows a timelapse of a 
concentration graph about concentration of 
the reactants and products. � is helped me 
see the way that reactants decrease to form 
products. 

I owe CrashCourse for helping me with 

my success in classes like AP Chemistry. 
Although watching a 10-15 minute video 
might seem time consuming or boring, the 
amount of help CrashCourse can o� er is 
easily worth the time spent. 

With 644 videos and counting, it likely 
has one that will cover any subject users 
don’t understand. It's de� nitely worth the 
e� ort and will help out in the long run. ◆

CrashCourse’s visual emphasis proves helpful

“You also best recognize that the central 
symbol up in this heezy is that pig head on 
a stick.” 

A� er nearly a year, I still remember how 
this line from � ug Notes’ version of “Lord 
of the Flies” video made me chuckle and 
helped me grasp a central theme of the nov-
el in a memorable way. � ug Notes is a criti-
cally acclaimed web series run by popular 
YouTube channel Wisecrack, which prides 
itself in its comical yet educational content. 

� ug Notes, now approaching its 100th 
episode, breaks down famous novels, most 
of which are popular picks for inclusion in 
English classes nationwide, into compre-
hensive video summaries that use stereo-
typical colloquial language. � ese include 
Mark Twain’s “� e Adventures of Huckle-
berry Finn” and Shakespeare’s “Macbeth.” 

� e narrator of the show, Greg Edwards, 
who goes by the nickname Sparky Sweets, 
Ph.D., dresses in the most stereotypical 
“thug” manner, always sporting a colorful 
bandana, large gold chains and a tank top. 
In contrast to this ensemble, he sits in a 
fancy, library-like room with classical music 
playing in the background.

Each episode starts out with a brief two- 
to three-minute summary of the book. In 
this short time, Sparky Sweets goes through 
the main events of the novel surprisingly 
thoroughly, which helps viewers — pro-
vided that they read the text beforehand — 
refresh their memory of the text as well as 
tickling their funny bones through punchy 
one-liners. 

A� er the summary follows the analysis 
portion, in which a few key quotes and im-
portant symbols are explained.

� roughout each video, the narrator uses 

comical and thug language, keeping stu-
dents interested throughout the course of 
the video. For me, listening to Sparky Sweets 
explain sophisticated books helped me view 
literary works like “To Kill a Mockingbird” 
in a di� erent perspective.

At � rst, I was caught o�  guard by the fun 
factor in the videos and ironically spent a lot 
of time watching other videos in the series 
instead of studying; however, it still helped 
me preview upcoming books in my English 
classes. � e series is also a great way to re-
view for � nals. Watching the short videos 
for each book helped me recall the plots of 
each book and some key quotes.

However, relying solely on � ug Notes 
without reading the actual books won’t be 
enough to get an A on any test. � e summa-
ries are good for review, but they de� nitely 
fall short in terms of being a replacement for 
the  literature given at school. 

� ug Notes is a tool everyone should 
try out to prepare for their English � nals — 
there’s no harm in doing so anyway. Next 
time you’re just watching silly Vine compi-
lations on YouTube, make sure to check out 
� ug Notes; you’ll de-stress and prep for 
your exams at the same time. ◆

BY RolandShen

Thug Notes educates 
through comedy and rap 

Khan Academy keeps 
paying dividends for users

With � nals just around the corner, 
the season of cramming material from 
the fall semester is in full swing. As thick 
stacks of notes and assignments from ev-
ery class pile up in the corner of our bed-
rooms, studying everything before � nal 
exams can seem like an impossible task. 

� e old-fashioned way of handwriting 
� ashcards and study guides has become 
a tiresome hassle. � e advancement of 
technology has replaced those obsolete 
methods, as a new era of online learning 
has trended  among students.

With over 6,500 free instructional 
videos, Khan Academy makes studying 
before � nals a bit more bearable. In 2006, 
creator Sal Khan began to make online 
tutorials for various subjects, hoping 
to help his cousin who lived across the 
country. 

Today, the versatile site provides tu-
torials and practice questions for almost 
every math and science course o� ered at 
school, as well as other courses such as 
art history, cosmology and astronomy. 

� e videos are not only perfect for 
revisiting a forgotten lesson, but also 
for providing a thorough explanation of 
concepts with examples.

For us, Khan Academy is one of the 
� rst places we go to when we need clari-
� cation for something we learn in class.                    
We � nd ourselves watching Khan ex-
plain various problems almost every 
week; using the problem sets, we practice 
identifying polyatomic ions for chemis-
try to graphing logarithmic functions for 

trigonometry. 
In addition to helping us prepare for 

� nals, Khan Academy contains a whole 
section devoted just to SATs and coding 
lessons. Rather than spending thousands 
of dollars on SAT prep courses or drain-
ing money by buying thick college prep 
workbooks, Khan Academy provides a 
free and extremely useful platform for 
SAT practice. 

Connected with � e College Board, 
Khan Academy allows users to practice 
problems that they may have missed on 
previous exams. � e site also provides 
reading comprehension and writing ex-
ercises tailored to replicate the ones seen 
on the o�  cial SAT.

Khan Academy also has an easily ac-
cessible interface, which is both educat-
ing and encouraging: it gives students 
badges and points for watching videos 
and doing practice exercises. So this year, 
when we � nd ourselves surrounded by 
stacks of notes and assignments, Khan 
Academy is de� nitely going to be on our 
agendas. ◆

BY EshaLakhotia
& MuthuPalaniappan

bigideaTH
E

Who started this educational website?
A� er teaching his relatives and friends, he 
decided to move his videos onto YouTube, 
where it gained more publicity. 

What are the bene� ts?
With over 6,500 videos, there is one for 
almost any topic along with practice problem 
sets to reinforce the subject. � e website also 
motivates students by awarding badges. 

Khan Academy

BY EricSze

CRASH COURSE

bigideaTH
E

Who started this educational website?
� e show is narrated by Ph.D. Greg Edwards 
who dresses in the most stereotypical “thug” 
manner and started by the YouTube channel, 
Wisecrack.

What are the bene� ts?
� ug Notes breaks down novels into simple 
concepts in order to analyze popular 
literature through comical elements. 

Thug Notes

bigideaTH
E

Who started this educational website?
� is YouTube series were started by brothers  
and educators Hank and John Green, a notable 
author.

What are the bene� ts?
Crash Course teaches students concepts in 
short, but thorough videos. Especially for visual 
learners, the animations that accompany the 
lecture are bene� cial. 

Crash Course

Infotainment 
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“I often end up binge-
watching Netfl ix 
because each episode 
automatically plays 
after the other.”

senior Neythra Srinivasan freshman Neda Riaziat

togatalks
“I just believe that 
I have the amazing 
ability to fi nish it all 
the night before.”

senior Veena Arvind

“I do other productive, 
yet unimportant work 
like taking naps and 
walking to the fridge 
a million times to get 
‘food.’”

What are 
the various 
ways that you 
procrastinate?
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Satis� ed yet also somewhat let 
down, I emerged from the dark movie 
theater with empty snacks in my hands 
and anticipation in my mind for the 
next four movies in the new Harry 
Potter spin-o�  series.

Directed by David Yates, who also 
directed the last three “Harry Potter” 
installments, J.K. Rowling’s “Fantastic 
Beasts and Where to Find � em” gives 
sentimental Potterheads a chance to 
return to the wonderful Wizarding 
World they fell in love with so many 
years ago.

“Fantastic Beasts and Where to 
Find � em” revolves around Newt 
Scamander, played by Academy Award-
winning actor Eddie Redmayne, a 
wizard who studies magical creatures 
in England. 

� roughout the course of the movie, 
Scamander embarks on a mission to 
research these creatures around the 
world to add to his book of � ndings. 

From his � rst step in America, 
Scamander and his brown briefcase 
of mythical creatures are immediately 
embroiled in issues that stem from the 
increasing tension between No-Mags, 
the non-wizarding community, and 
American wizards.

When I � rst heard about the 
development of “Fantastic Beasts and 
Where to Find � em” in 2013, my 
expectations for the movie soared, 
regardless of the fact that spin-o� s 
of many famous series have o� en 
disappointed me, to say the least. 

And even though the � lm did not 

reach my expectations, I still have faith 
that the next four installments will 
exceed them.

Although many of the actors are not 
famous, Redmayne provides a familiar 
face to the otherwise unknown cast. 

Additionally, their well-played 
friendships and chemistry on screen 
make up for the lack of star-studded 
names in the credits. 

While watching the movie, I felt 
like I was there to witness every little 
moment when certain characters 
developed deeper bonds with 
friends, which helped me relate to 
the characters and si�  through which 
ones I liked more than others (e.g., 
Scamander more than Kowalski, 
Queenie more than Tina, etc.).

� e development of these 
relationships made me happy, but I 
thought the movie was still missing 
one important aspect: development of 
the critical characters themselves.

For instance, take the main 
character, Newt Scamander. 

Rowling and Yates deliver some 
vague details about Scamander’s 
home country and his educational 
background at the Hogwarts School 
of Witchcra�  and Wizardry, but, 
without a complete description of his 
past, viewers like me were immediately 
confused by the numerous events that 
unfolded in the movie, including the 
reveal of a mysterious character from 
his Hogwarts days, Leta Lestrange, 
and the appearance of a magni� cent 
� underbird that certainly had 
unusual origins.

� e same can be said for most 

of the other characters. Other than 
some blurry, unclear � ashbacks and 
befuddling references to unknown 
places, people and events, none of 
their backgrounds are covered enough 
during the movie.

While watching the � lm, however, 
I did entertain the notion that this 
may be just a marketing ploy to entice 
watchers to come back for the future 
installments of the series. 

In the meantime, with only the � rst 
movie released, I can only hope that the 
next ones will prove more satisfactory 
in terms of character development.

In addition, the movie’s CGI le�  
me slightly disillusioned. Because the 
movie revolves around a wizard and 
his mythical creatures who all reside 
in beautiful, otherworldly habitats, 
graphics played a huge role in the task 
of leaving the audience satis� ed with 
a spin-o�  that was expected to live up 
to the legacy of the original “Harry 
Potter” movies.

Even though many scenes had 
breathtaking special e� ects, I, a casual 
movie-watcher, could clearly point out 
some undeniable mistakes in certain 
sequences that detract from the overall 
experience with the CGI, especially 
during shots involving magical 
creatures that needed to be computer 
generated.

In one scene, when Scamander 
parts with his precious � underbird, 
the green screen is slightly lacking 
in some areas. Viewers can see a tiny 
disconnection between Scamander’s 
head and the � underbird’s beak; 
Scamander’s head seems to be placed 

on some invisible surface 
a couple inches in front of 
the beak.

Although these mistakes 
in the movie can seem 
minor, perfect CGI is an 
important pillar that this movie 
relies on, especially when the 
entire franchise revolves around 
these magical creatures and how 
realistic they appear to a typical 
viewer.

� ankfully, the director didn’t 
mess around with the plot and 
general storyline set by the 
original series. 

I still felt like I was whisked 
back into the Wizarding World, 
and although it certainly 
lacked some crucial 
characteristics,  such 
as the quality of 
CGI and the lack 
of character 
development, 
the future 
installments 
of “Fantastic 
Beasts and 
Where to 
Find � em” 
will ignite the 
s lu m b e r i n g 
Harry Potter 
fanatic inside 
me, shaking 
the cinematic 
fantasy world like 
its eight fantastic 
predecessors once did 
several years ago. ◆

Harry Potter spin-o�  fails to match the success of predecessors
BY AshleyFeng

“Cepp-dee-doo-duh-do-do-dooooo.” 
If you walk into my room at any given 
time, there is a high chance you will hear 
this melodic and slow tune from the song 
“Computer Love” by Zapp. 

“Computer Love” is the only song I have 
ever shed a tear listening to. 

� is song was way ahead of its time, 
revolving around a man using technology 
to � nd a special girl. 

Because of its unique 
beats and vocals, it 
has always stood out 
as my favorite Zapp 
song. 

If you know me 
at all, you know that 
I am a diehard fan of 
Zapp, an old school 
funk band from the 
1980s and 1990s 
that popularized 
the voice-altering 
talkbox, a predecessor 
to autotune that allows 
the user to bend the 
sound frequencies from 
the played instrument.

My obsession with Zapp started last 
April. In my sophomore English class, my 
friend junior Varun Meduri asked me what 
my favorite rap song was. 

Although I don’t remember what I told 
him, I still remember him telling me that 
his was “California Love” by rapper 2Pac, 
featuring Dr. Dre. 

I had heard of “California Love” before, 
but once I listened to it again, my life was 
never the same. 

I became obsessed with its style of music 
and the genius of Zapp’s main vocal Roger 
Troutman, whose talkbox enables him to 
make sounds that are not usually vocally 
possible. 

� e talkbox allows him to maintain an 
extremely high or low-pitched sound for an 
extended period of time, as well as bend the 

pitch of the sound. 
With these talkbox techniques, Zapp 

created extremely catchy and unique songs 
in almost every genre, from R&B to Funk 
to Rap. 

� e talkbox was an extremely versatile 
device that allowed for many di� erent types 
of styles to be played.

Fast-forward a couple months and I 
discovered Troutman’s other songs, such 
as “I Want To Be Your Man,” a slow 

romantic song about loving 
a girl, which managed 
to reach No. 3 on the 
Billboard Top 100 in 
1987. 

Knowing that 
songs like this exist, I 
wonder why most of 
my peers today are 
listening to the latest 
“turn up” rap songs 
that play on the radio. 

I am busy listening 
to the slow, romantic,  
R&B tunes Troutman 
has to o� er.

Sadly, no one will 
never get to hear a new 
song from him, since 

Troutman’s career ended in 1999 when 
he was shot and killed by his brother over 
� nancial disputes. 

Even today, his death brings me 
sadness and emptiness, the feeling of never 
being able to replace a unique talent that 
Troutman had. 

To Roger Troutman, I’d like to say a 
huge thank you for making my life that 
much better; I’ll never forget the bliss I 
experienced while listening to your unique 
music. 

I hope people realize how much you 
have in� uenced the music industry and 
pop artists, from Kendrick Lamar to Bruno 
Mars. 

I hope that his music lives on and 
continues to capture people’s imaginations. 
He will always be my favorite musician. ◆

Junior discusses obsession 
with ‘80s funk band ‘Zapp’

� ese dreamlike e� ects, 
ampli� ed by the magical 

bolts shot by the sorcerers 
and lightening-quick 

transportation, add to the 
incredible experience. 

“You’re a man looking at the world 
through a keyhole. You’ve spent your life 
trying to widen it. Your work saved the 
lives of thousands. What if I told you that 
your [reality] is one of many [others in the 
universe]?”

� ese are the words spoken by the 
mysterious sorceress � e Ancient One 
as she explains to a skeptical Dr. Stephen 
Strange about the ways of the mystic arts. 
And mysti� ed is what you will be when 
watching Dr. Strange, 
Marvel’s latest release 
on Nov. 4. 

Stephen Strange, 
portrayed by Benedict 
Cumberbatch, is a 
rich, arrogant-minded 
surgeon who su� ered 
a horri� c car accident, 
disabling him from 
work. 

A� er losing his 
abilities to perform 
surgery, Strange 
heads to Nepal, where he discovers a secret 
society of sorcerers, which grants him 
magical powers of the universe, including 
teleportation and telekinesis. 

While trying to protect the world and all 
of humanity, Strange must � ght Kaecilius, 
a sorcerer with similar powers who turned 
evil. 

In this rivalry, Cumberbatch uses his 
acting prowess to entice viewers with light-
hearted comedic snarking that has become 
a staple in his latest roles, including his 
performance as detective Sherlock Holmes 
in the BBC America show “Sherlock.”

As Cumberbatch continues on his 
quest to defeat Kaecilius, he goes through 
a character arc as he is forced to shed his 
arrogant behavior for a more humble and 
serious one. 

While Cumberbatch’s acting excited 
viewers, the visuals also provided a unique 
feature. 

Director Scott Derrickson, who has also 
created several horror movies like “Sinister” 
and “Poltergeist,” utilizes surreal visuals 
of buildings folding in on each other and 
streets collapsing to induce the feeling of a 
magical battle. 

� ese dreamlike e� ects, ampli� ed by 
the magical bolts shot by the sorcerers and 
lightning-quick transportation, add to the 
incredible experience. 

But while the movie’s plot and graphics 
amaze viewers, many characters fall � at. 
Although Kaecilius plays an important role 
in the story, actor Mads Mikkelsen was 

unable to � esh out the 
character in his full 
form, making him a 
forgettable character. 

And while a 
crucial part of most 
superhero movies 
is the upbeat and 
rhythmic soundtrack, 
Dr. Strange has 
a surprisingly 
u n d e r w h e l m i n g 
soundtrack with no 
unique musical score.

Since the release of “Iron Man” in 2008, 
Marvel Studios has been on a roll in terms 
of critical and commercial successes, 
notable for their Cinematic Universe of 
worldbuilding, character development 
and continuity nods. Most Marvel movies, 
including hits like the Captain America 
movies, “Guardians of the Galaxy” and 
“� e Avengers,” have made for some great 
superhero fanfare.

And now with “Dr. Strange,” it seems 
like the company has taken a new approach 
to the traditional superheroes of Captain 
America, Hulk, � or and the like. With 
new plots, new characters and a � rst-time 
superhero director, Marvel has once again 
succeeded in making a relatively unknown 
character into a cinematic success. 

“Dr. Strange” is a movie with � aws, but 
more than makes up for them with a great 
lead performance by Cumberbatch, jaw-
dropping visuals and a fantastic plot line. ◆ 

‘Dr. Strange’ looks to new 
crowd of superhero fandom 
BY IanFu
& NeilRao BY NavinTiwary
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� ere’s one controversy that 
has divided my two siblings and 
me for years— which one of Rory 
Gilmore’s boyfriends is the best? 
My brother says Dean, the tall, 
silent, blue collar boy, while my 
sister is partial to Jess, the broody, 
tortured literary genius. Personally, 
I swoon whenever I see Logan, the 
reformed playboy. 

So when we heard that producer 
Amy Sherman Palladino was 
bringing back the popular early 
2000s show “Gilmore Girls,” a 
lighthearted comedy about a 
mother and daughter duo with a 
one-of-a-kind rapport, for a four 
episode revival, I was sure that our 
con� ict would � nally be resolved.

I waited months anticipating 

the release of “Gilmore Girls: A 
Year in the Life” on Net� ix, and 
when it � nally came out on Nov. 
25, I was ecstatic. Finally, I could 
see the lives of my two favorite 
women (other than my mother) 
unfold before my eyes. 

Unfortunately, my enthusiasm 
didn’t last for very long. 

To put it bluntly, the “Gilmore 
Girls” revival is just a terrible, half-
hearted version of the original 
series. � e original “Gilmore Girls” 
is known for its mile-a-minute 
dialogue, snappy banter and 
obscure allusions to music and pop 
culture. 

� roughout it all, there is an 
underlying sweetness— the love 
that a mother has for her daughter, 
the loyalty of citizens to their town 
and the camaraderie between 

di� erent peers. 
� e viewers were invested in the 

lives of the main characters, Lorelai 
and Rory Gilmore, intrigued by the 
wacky inhabitants of their small 
town, Stars Hollow, and immersed 
in every relationship that formed 
through the show’s seven seasons. 

I think that’s why it was 
especially disappointing to see 
so many of the characters treated 
unfairly in the revival. Lorelai, once 
a spunky, independent spit� re, 
now just seems like an immature 
woman unwilling to grow up and 
accept the realities of life. 

She spent the entire revival 
dealing with her constant fear of 
commitment and mommy issues 
— problems more applicable to a 
teenager than to a woman in her 
mid-forties. Her daughter, Rory — 

jobless, homeless, and having an 
a� air with an engaged man — used 
to be a sweet, intellectually driven 
girl with clear ambitions, but now 
comes across as a spoiled 30-year-
old without a real handle on her 
career or her life. 

� e side characters also didn’t 
exhibit much, if any, growth. 
Somehow, even a� er a decade, 
all of Rory’s boyfriends seem to 
be inexplicably still in love with 
her. Rory’s best friends Lane and 
Paris, two of the most intriguing 
characters in the entire series, are 
now reduced to � at background 
characters — just shadows of the 
complex people they once were. 

Honestly, I took it personally. 
I grew up with these characters, 
admiring their strengths, learning 
from their � aws and maturing 

alongside them; however, the 
writers had the audacity to mutilate 
the characters that meant so much 
to me. 

� e show is now like any other 
boring sitcom. � ere’s nothing that 
makes me want to watch more. I’m 
pretty sure that if I didn’t have to 
write this article, I wouldn’t have 
watched the revival all the way 
through. 

� ere’s a quote by Lorelai in the 
� rst episode “Winter” regarding 
the death of her father. She says, 
“At least [his death] was sudden. 
Mom didn’t have to watch him 
fade away.” Unfortunately for us 
“Gilmore Girls” lovers, this revival 
has forced us to watch the show 
fade from its original glory to 
nothing more than a hint of what it 
used to be. ◆

‘Gilmore Girls’ revival doesn’t live up to expectations
BY SayaSivaram

British royalty, troubled faces 
and a $100 million price tag, and 
you’ve got Net� ix’s most expensive 
series: “� e Crown.” � e new 10-
part drama about the reign of 
Queen Elizabeth II was released 
on Nov. 4 with as much success 
and critical acclaim as its Net� ix 
predecessor “Stranger � ings.”

� e series’ � rst season focuses 
on young Queen Elizabeth II, 
played by Claire Foy, as she 
ascends to the throne and bears the 
burden of the crown. With a life 
planned with her husband Philip 
Mountbatten, played by Matt 
Smith, Elizabeth is thrust onto the 
throne at age 25 a� er her father 
King George VI’s unexpected death 
from lung cancer. � ough at times 
frustratingly poised to viewers, 

Foy brilliantly re-enacts the inner 
struggle of balancing her duties of 
queen, wife, mother and sister. 

� e show captures these family 
relationships perfectly. � e overly 
proud and charming Philip, once 
a Greek prince, reluctantly adjusts 
to his wife’s new status, clearly 
insecure with the new di� erence 
in power. As a result the carefree 
marriage between Elizabeth and 
Philip begins to show signs of wear. 

Sometimes, I just wanted 
to scream at Philip to be more 
supportive instead of partying. It 
also takes a certain self-control not 
to wince when he throws a � t for 
being the only man unable to give 
his last name to their children. In 
his defense, he had to forfeit his 
prized naval career and any chance 
for their family to have a normal 
life, and it was the 1950s. 

In one of the series’ most 
powerful scenes, a� er Elizabeth 
refuses Philip’s request to make an 
exception for him, Philip kneels 
before her during her coronation. 
It’s a simple act in theory, but it 
reveals a signi� cant moment for the 
couple and signals that Elizabeth is 
not the pushover queen everyone 
had anticipated.

Played by non-British actor 
John Lithgow, prime minister 
Winston Churchill is her most 
famous doubter, starting the season 
by complaining about the queen’s 
inadequacy. But the friendship 
between Elizabeth and Churchill 
soon becomes an endearing 
necessity for viewers. Amazingly, 
Lithgow shows no sign of his 
American accent, and the towering 
physical transformation into his 
character was incredible, leaving 

no room for disbelief that the 
historical � gure had been revived 
in full force. 

What surprises me and what I 
love best about “� e Crown” is its 
nearly perfect historical accuracy. 
No expense is spared with the 
elaborate wardrobe designs and 
the show’s setting throughout the 
United Kingdom and particularly 
beautiful shots in South Africa. 
From the details of Elizabeth’s 
coronation dress and the Great 
Smog of 1952 to the scandalous 
relationship between Elizabeth’s 
sister Princess Margaret and Peter 
Townsend, “� e Crown” follows 
history attentively while � lling in 
the gaps with vital emotion. 

� e two most refreshing 
characters are Vanessa Kirby’s 
portrayal of Princess Margaret, 
whose role at times feels too small 

for her lively personality, and Alex 
Jennings’ evil Duke of Windsor, 
Elizabeth’s uncle who abdicated the 
throne. Yes, it’s as complicated as 
it sounds. But that’s the beauty of 
the series — the focus is not always 
on Elizabeth, though the storyline 
eventually ties back to her. 

“� e Crown” may have started 
tentatively in its � rst season, but 
the subtle, growing power of each 
scene invites the audience to take 
a closer look at the woman who 
wears the crown. � ough creator 
Peter Morgan said to Variety that 
he prefers not to know if the royal 
family or the Queen herself has 
watched the series, I would like to 
believe they would approve. With 
� ve more seasons already planned, 
I suggest you start binge-watching 
this historically accurate and 
powerful show now. ◆

New Net� ix original lavishly brings life to its namesake
BY CaitlinJu

On Oct. 18, 2014, many young adults 
clicked the unsubscribe button as the 
CollegeHumor-produced video titled “How 
to Prepare for Second Puberty” appeared on 
their YouTube feeds.

Featuring tutorials on how to avoid 
gaining weight for those in their mid-
40s and how to cope with decline in both 
mental and physical dexterity, the video 
le�  the younger demographic at a loss 
of words. Not only 
does this video serve 
as a wakeup call for 
CollegeHumor, but 
it also demonstrates 
how the channel’s 
creators have strayed 
from their core group: 
millennials.  

Producing videos 
based on the notion 
that their content 
would age with the writers, CollegeHumor 
videos are now deteriorating at a terrifying 
rate, an example of which can be seen in one 
of their produced videos, “Inside Hillary’s 
Oval O�  ce.” 

Featuring a 360-degree video tour of 
Clinton’s o�  ce, the video racked up a 
disastrous 47 to 53 percent dislike ratio, 
which is only 9 percent o�  of Justin Bieber’s 
“Baby,” the current world-record holder in 
this metric. 

It is becoming increasingly evident that 
CollegeHumor is setting itself down a path 
of no return. But their videos were not 
always bland and unoriginal. 

Founded in early 1999 by partners 
Josh Abramson and Ricky Van Veen, early 

CollegeHumor featured successful series 
like “Prank Wars: Streeter and Amir” and 
“If Google was a Guy.”

� e popularity of the channel relied 
on its relatability for millennials. In fact, 
the channel’s most viewed and liked video 
was “� e Six Girls You’ll Date in College,” 
suggesting that it was the college-aged 
audience that was fueling the channel’s 
success.

As time passed, though, CollegeHumor 
started redirecting its path. Losing core sta�  
members such as Dan Gurewitch to the 

“Last Week Tonight Show 
with John Oliver,” Ower 
Parsons to “� e Daily 
Show” and David Young 
to “� e Tonight Show,” 
CollegeHumor was forced 
to � nd and hire less 
talented sta� ers.

Trying to succeed in 
the “viral video” market, 
the channel has lost 
many dedicated viewers. 

Sophomore Andrew Gao has seen his love 
of it fade.

“I enjoyed the practical pranks produced 
by the channel in [their] early days,” said 
Gao. “But I don’t watch them as much 
anymore, as I � nd their new content pretty 
distasteful.” 

Although CollegeHumor has attempted 
to produce videos based on current trends, 
it has only resulted in cringey videos such 
as its “Yay or Nay” series, with no viewing 
statistic in sight. 

If CollegeHumor took a leap back and 
focused on the relatable material that made 
them popular in the � rst place, the channel 
could stage return to favor among the 
audience it should be targeting. ◆

CollegeHumor: not quite the 
humorous show it was before

Trying to succeed 
in the “viral video” 
market, the channel 

su� ered a loss of many 
dedicated viewers.

BY DanielBessonov
& PatrickLi

Twenty-one thousand ecstatic fans in Los 
Angeles’ Staple Center fanatically cheered 
on their favorite players and teams as they 
were introduced to the center of the stage. 
But instead of watching a game with the Los 
Angeles Lakers, fans � ocked there to see 
the 2016 League of Legends Championship 
game.

A 5 vs. 5 multiplayer battle arena 
game created by developer 
Riot Games in 2009, League 
of Legends has amassed 
a player community of 
nearly 67 million people.

Sophomore Enzo 
Coglitore was among 
this colossal crowd on 
Oct. 29, rooting for the 
underdog team Samsung 
Galaxy, who was matched up 
against last year’s champions, 
SKT. 

Galaxy, a young team with many 
new players, were expected to fall to SKT, 
who dominated the scene last year.  

Coglitore has been playing Blizzard 
Entertainment’s version of League of 
Legends for the past three years and holds 
the rank of Platinum, the fourth highest out 
of seven tiers. 

“I went because I love the game. I like 
playing it, I like watching it, and I like 
improving,” Coglitore said.

Upon arriving, the � rst thing that 
stood out to him was the giant statues that 
surrounded the entrance of the arena. 

All the facial features and detailed 
clothing represented the life-size characters 
in the game, Coglitore said.

A� er seeing the countless enthusiastic 
fans dressed as various “heroes,” he couldn’t 
wait to get a glimpse of inside the stadium 
and meet the actual teams.

� e match began with introductions of 
the 5 members of both teams, each player 
receiving an enthusiastic roar from the 
crowd. 

Two large screens were lowered from the 
top of the stadium, revealing a huge screen 
for the fans to watch di� erent parts of the 

“map”.
� e game began with a 

slow start from team Galaxy, 
but they slowly made their 
way back into the match. 

Coglitore described 
the atmosphere as 
“extremely spirited and 
loud,” and whenever 
one of the nine player 

teams completed a good 
play, the crowd suddenly 

erupted into cheers.
“People all around 

me were on their feet 
screaming, and it was 

a really crazy place, especially when the 
other team started to make a comeback,” 
Coglitore said.

Although SKT was favored to win, a big 
play by Galaxy near the end gave them a 
huge advantage and an ultimate win. 

At the end of the match, Galaxy claimed 
the championship title and $5 million 
in prize money. Coglitore said he would 
consider going next year as well. 

“I was impressed with the high-level 
play on both teams, and felt like I became a 
better player myself,” Coglitore said. “Even 
though I was behind on school work when 
I got back home, it was totally worth it. ◆ 

Sophomore attends League 
of Legends Championship 
BY DanielBessonov
& PatrickLi
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As senior Ellen Wu walked into her AP 
Government and Economics class taught by 
Kirk Abe in November, she brought up the 
idea of joining the wrestling team to Abe, 
last year’s assistant coach. 

“� roughout high school, I’ve always 
wanted to wrestle, so when I got Mr. Abe 
for AP Government and Economics he con-
vinced me to start going to open mat prac-
tices,” Wu said. 

A� er attending the pre-season training 
sessions, open mats and practicing wres-
tling with the rest of the team, Wu decided 
to join. 

She and sophomore Carolyn Ma are the 

two girls on the team.
While Wu was at � rst slightly intimi-

dated by joining a male-dominated sports 
team, she has learned to become comfort-
able with the sport. 

With intense 
conditioning every 
practice, Wu has 
learned basic but 
essential skills to 
wrestling such as the 
sweep singles and 
doubles. 

“A� er we get 
comfortable with 
those skills, we do 
a lot of situational 
practices where I learn to apply the skills 

from training to a real wrestling match,” Wu 
said. 

In order to prepare for competitions, Ma 
and Wu usually practice wrestling against 

the boys on the 
team, a task that Wu 
deems a “good chal-
lenge.”

“I actually really 
like wrestling guys 
more since they 
are usually more 
aggressive, which 
helps for tourna-
ment preparation,” 
Wu said. 

� ough Wu and 
Ma are the only girls on the team, Wu ad-

mits that the coaches treat them the same 
as the rest of the team, as if they “were one 
of the guys.” � e constant encouragement 
from head coach Jose Gamez and the rest of 
the team is helping Wu. 

“During all these intense practices, the 
coaches expect just as much from us as they 
do from the boys,” Wu said. “But they are 
also there to support us since we don’t know 
as many skills as the rest of the team does.”

Wu’s goals for this season include placing 
at tournaments and, ultimately, receiving 
medals at competitions through her hard 
work.

“My number one goal is just to become 
comfortable wrestling and to put myself out 
there, especially since it is my � nal year of 
high school,” Wu said. ◆

BOYS’ BASKETBALL

Female senior � nds place on school wrestling team 
BY DanielBessonov
& AmiNachiappan

Falcons beat Leigh in emotional win for new coach

Debating le� -dominance: does it give leverage?
Curling the ball toward the right corner 

of the net during a match for his club team 
in October, senior soccer player Kevin Yu 
surprised the Santa Clara Sporting goal-
keeper. Expecting a shot with Yu’s right 
foot, the goalkeeper dove the other way as 
Yu coolly slotted the ball into the goal with 
his le� .

Yu represents a small minority in sports: 
le� -side dominant players. According to 
LiveScience, only about 10 percent of the 
world’s population is le� -dominant, provid-
ing both opportunities and limits for ath-
letes. 

For Yu, being le�  footed comes with pos-
itives and negatives that can both enhance 
and hinder a soccer player’s ability to per-
form in-game. 

In games, Yu � nds that being le� -footed 
helps him get past opponents. He � nds it 
is much easier for him to cut the ball away 
from the opponent when trying to cross the 
ball or shoot on his le�  side. 

Assuming Yu is right-footed, defenders 
focus his right side, giving him an advan-
tage.

According to Yu, recruiters at the Carn-
egie Mellon University team, which he will 
be a part of next fall, were speci� cally inter-
ested in his le� -footed ability.

In global competition, numerous soc-
cer stars use their le�  dominance to gain 
advantages over their opponents including 
Real Madrid’s Gareth Bale, Bayern Munich’s 
Arjen Robben and, of course, Barcelona’s 
Lionel Messi.

For Messi, his le�  foot has allowed him 
to become arguably the best player in the 
world as his precise control on the ball and 
his agility coupled with his le�  side of attack 
not only confuses opponents but makes 
beating them easy. 

Le� ies also share some advantages in 
football, said Le� ies also share some advan-
tages in football, said  senior quarterback 
Will Liddle, who has been able to use his 
le� -handedness when throwing to his ad-
vantage.

“As a quarterback it can be helpful when 
le� -handed because it is easier to roll out to 
my le� ,” Liddle said. “Opponents also place 
their best defenders on the right side as 
most quarterbacks are right handed which 
makes throwing to my le�  easier.”

At the same time, though, Liddle rec-
ognizes that being le� -handed isn’t totally 
easy.  He has found it hard for coaches to 
o� er training that will improve his le� -
handed game.

Being a le� y can also be an advantage in 
other sports such as baseball and basketball. 
For junior baseball pitcher Chris Auches, 
being le� -handed has helped him a lot to 
stand out of the crowd. 

“Being a le� -handed batter helps you 
stand out in general as it’s easier for hit and 
runs,” Auches said. “In hit and runs, the bat-
ter is supposed to hit the ball on the ground 
to the right side, [but because] most pitchers 
are right handed, it’s easier to see the ball [as 
a le� -handed hitter].”

When it comes to actually hitting the 
ball, Auches said that he is at an advantage 
because it is easier to bunt a ball and hit a 
ground ball that he can run out for a hit. 

Similarly, sophomore Hanlin Sun, who 
plays on the school’s JV basketball team, 
also prefers dribbling with his le�  hand in 
games. 

While Sun does not believe that this con-
tributes much in terms of his performance 
on the court, his le� -hand dominance o� en 
surprises opposing players.

“[Playing with my le�  hand] catches peo-
ple o�  guard at the start of the game,” said 
Sun. “Most people are right handed so they 
don’t expect me to go to the le�  as much but 
[opposing defenders] still catch on quickly.”

Since Sun does not believe that le� -
handedness doesn’t necessarily boost his 
performance on the court, he still focuses 

on practicing with his non-dominant right 
hand as well. 

“I think playing with my right hand is 
one of my main focuses in terms of my per-
sonal game, because I want to be able to go 
both ways [on the court],” Sun said. 

Le� -handedness can ultimately be a 
great weapon, Yu said, but it’s up to the ath-
lete to use their unique ability to their own 
advantage. 

“I personally value [being le� -footed] 
and although I don’t have any negatives, 
I see how it can hurt some,” Yu said. “For 
now, being le� -dominant has helped me 
throughout life and I hope it will continue 
in the future.” ◆

BY VictorLiu
& NeilRao

With a great emphasis on the backcourt 
game, the boys’ basketball team has been 
� nding a successful formula in their open-
ing games as the season gets underway. 

Because they are not the tallest or most 
physical team, they rely on long-distance 
shooting.

� e starting lineup includes 
guards Jonathan Cai, Harrison 
Fong, Will Turpin, power forward 
Kian Ghelichkhani and center Joel 
Schneidmiller. 

At the Los Gatos Tournament 
held on Dec. 7-9, the Falcons used 
their deep shots in the three games 
they played. � e team faced San 
Mateo on Dec. 7 and lost 54-48 de-
spite 14 points from Fong and 12 
rebounds from Schneidmiller.

� e Falcons learned from this loss by 
tightening up their defense to beat Gunn 
with a score of 58-47 the next day. � e 
team kept its success going, routing Leigh 
in the championship game of the consola-

tion bracket with a score of 69-56. New head 
coach Patrick Judge came from Leigh over 
the summer, so the game was an emotional 
victory for the entire team.

At home on Dec. 1, they beat Lincoln 84-
51. All 15 players on the team’s roster were 
able to score, an impressive feat for the Fal-
cons as they moved up to two straight wins, 
having previously beaten Branham 69-51 

during a home game on Nov. 29. 
In this game, senior shooting guard 
Joshua Deng led the team with 10 
points in only 5 minutes. 

Although con� dent with their 
start to the season so far, Deng said 
the team still has a lot of room for 
improvement. 

“We de� nitely need to work on 
defense. We let up 51 points against 
Lincoln and Branham [and lost to 
San Mateo], so we have to lower 
those numbers in order to compete 

against [more aggressive] teams such as Los 
Gatos,” Deng said.

� e team also attributes a lot of their suc-
cess to new coach Judge, said junior forward 
Neal Iyengar. 

“Pat is a great coach who really helps the 
team’s attacking strategies during games,” Iy-
engar said. “He has quickly adjusted to our 
style of play and has incorporated a more 
well rounded style of play to lead the team.”

Although not o�  cially on their record, 
the boys lost against Mountain View in an 
early-season scrimmage. Instead of being 
discouraged, they used that game to prepare 
for Mountain View in the regular season. 

“Mountain View is the biggest team to 
watch out for due to their individual skills, 
but as a team, we have better chemistry, 
and it will ultimately result in a defeat for 
them,” Iyengar said. “Having played them in 
the preseason, we now know how to defend 
against them and will be more prepared 
when we will face them in the real season.”

With a new coach, new style of play and 
great passion the Falcons are looking to go 
far this season. 

“At this rate, I think it would be really 
hard for any team to stop us from winning 
League,” Iyengar said. ◆

Due to printing deadlines, the game 
against Wilcox on Dec. 13 could not be cov-
ered in this issue.

BY PatrickLi
& NeilRao

Iyengar

scoreboardi
Nov. 29
Saratoga 69, Branham 51
Senior shooting guard Joshua Deng scored 
10 points in 5 minutes.

Dec. 1
Saratoga 84, Lincoln 51
� e entire squad of 15 players managed to 
score in this home game, an incredible feat 
for the team.

Dec. 7-9
Los Gatos Tournament
� e team fell short of a win in the � rst 
game on Dec.7, 54-48 to San Mateo despite 
multiple baskets from junior shooting guard 
Harrison Fong.
Senior point guard Jonathan Cai led the 
team to victory in the second game of the 
tournament against Gunn, 56-46, on Dec. 
8.
� e Falcons went on to win the 
championship game of the consolation 
bracket 69-56 against Leigh on Dec. 9.

Courtesy of NOW & FOREVER STUDIOS

Senior quarterback Will Liddle fires a pass with his left hand through oncoming defenders.

“My number one 
goal is just to 
become comfortable 
at wrestling.”

Ellen WuSENIOR
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Falcons prepare for season by taking on top teams

A� er the girls’ JV basketball 
coach Danny Wallace blows his 
whistle to signal the start of their 
next drill, sophomores Sirisha 
Munukutla and Kirstin Kruka 
stand underneath the basket, wait-
ing for Wallace to demonstrate the 
drill. However, instead of demon-
strating the drill himself, he asks 
a varsity player to perform the 
move. 

Wallace, 29, recently under-
went surgery to � x an impinge-

ment in his hip where his bones 
were rubbing up against each oth-
er, tearing cartilage and causing 
pain. Initially believing his condi-
tion would improve, Wallace dealt 
with the pain for 11 months before 
orthopedic surgery was recom-
mended to reattach the cartilage 
and put his hip “back together.” 

A� er his surgery in mid Sep-
tember, Wallace has had to work 
around his physical limitations 
during the recovery period to con-
tinue to coach the girls’ JV basket-
ball team.

“I didn’t want to take time o�  

because it’s something that I really 
love doing,” Wallace said. “I love 
coaching and spending time with 
my students and athletes; it’s what 
I look forward to doing every day.”

While ahead of pace in his re-
covery, Wallace is unable to dem-
onstrate all of the drills and plays 
he teaches and now must � nd 
other ways to coach, like using ex-
perienced  players to demonstrate 
the drills and plays.

Varsity coach Mike Davey says 
Wallace has remained an e� ective 
coach even with his injury because 
he knows how to communicate 

and demonstrate with the help of 
experienced players. According to 
Kruka, working with older players 
has been e� ective and she appreci-
ates Wallace’s e� orts.

“I really admire his progress 
because it was a pretty rough in-
jury,” Kruka said. “He’s been really 
strong about it, and he doesn’t re-
ally let [the injury] get in the way 
[of his coaching].”

Wallace was also able to re� ect 
on how his experience dealing 
with his injury changed his out-
look on life.

“� e limitation has made me 

more humble, and I have more re-
spect for people who go through 
these things,” Wallace said. “Some-
thing as simple as learning how 
to walk again took me six weeks. 
It’s amazing how much you take 
things for granted.”

Even as he is dealing with his 
recovery, Wallace is maintaining 
his patience and high hopes for 
the team’s season.

“I’m doing really well; humor is 
the best medicine in my opinion,” 
Wallace said. “I can do is keep on 
being positive and try to be as 
helpful as I can with my girls.” ◆

JV basketball coach � nds positivity during surgery recovery
BY KittyHuang
& HarshiniRamaswamy

With the � rst league game for the Fal-
cons happening on Jan. 3, the boys’ soccer 
team been toughening up by playing teams 
from higher leagues in the preseason.

In a hard-fought 7-0 home loss Valley 
Christian on Dec. 7, the team struggled to 
maintain control 
of the ball as the 
Warriors consis-
tently pressed the 
Falcons.  

Strikers Bren-
nan Wu and Solo-
mon Bailey had 
some shots on goal 
but never managed 
to score against a 
high-powered op-
ponent.

 � e Falcons 
were also shut out 3-0 vs. Los Gatos on Dec. 
1. � e Wildcats’ o� ensive tactics overpow-
ered the Falcons’ defense. 

So far, the Falcons’ sole win has been 
against Harker on Nov. 29. 

� ey pounded the Eagles 6-2 as senior 
captain and attacker Kevin Yu scored three 
goals. 

Coming o�  a season when they were 
fourth in the El Camino Division with a re-
cord of 6-6-4, the team is looking to rebuild 
at key positions. 

� e Falcons lost four star players to grad-
uation: Romteen Masoumi, Connor Buss, 
Matthew Van Den Berg and Kanaai Shah. 

To � ll their spots, the team has picked 
up junior defenders Chris Auches and Scott 

Moriarty as 
well as sopho-
more mid� elder 
Jules Ducrot 
and sophomore 
striker Charles 
Debling. 

“Although we 
lost many key 
players, I think 
we have de� nite-
ly made up for 
our [losses] with 
these younger 

players,” Yu said. “I think they will be able 
to bring a vibrant form of play style with 
great creativity that compliments our tacti-
cal mindset.”

Meanwhile, senior goalkeeper John 
Becker has earned the starting position. 

A� er making varsity his sophomore year, 
Becker was out to injuries but is now look-

ing to help the team regain its success.
“Right now we’re just working to play to-

gether better as a team and working on fun-
damental drills to get all our technique back 
for the season and to really excel and get a 

strong start to the season,” Becker said. ◆
 Due to printing deadlines, non-league 
games against Piedmont Hills on Dec. 12 and 
Aragon on Dec. 15 could not be covered in 
this issue.

FALCON // VIVIEN ZHANG

Junior midfielder Keon Roohparvar struggles through a Valley Christian defender on Dec. 7. 

BY NeilRao
& NavinTiwary

Sophomore striker Isabella 
Taylor completed a hat-trick and 
junior mid� elder Caroline Chen 
added a goal as the Falcons defeat-
ed Half Moon Bay 4-2 in an away 
game on Dec. 8.

With a preseason record of 3-0-
1, the Falcons are looking to step 
up to the challenge of the De Anza 
League a� er losing key players — 
goalkeeper Isa Berardo, mid� elder 
Lauren Plesse, striker Kimberly 
Chen, fullback Kaitlyn Chen and 
right back Lauren Maia — to grad-
uation. 

A� er making a historic run in 
CCS last year, reaching semi� nals 
for the � rst time in two decades, 
the team hopes to continue their 
legacy.

As co-captain, junior mid� eld-
er Chloe McGhee does her best to 
motivate the team’s eight under-
classmen. 

“I know they’re all really ner-
vous about it, so just having the 
positivity has really helped us,” 
McGhee said.

For freshman goalkeeper Adri-
enne Chan, inheriting Berardo’s 
old position comes with chal-
lenges. 

“It feels like there’s high expec-
tations and big shoes I need to � ll, 
so it takes time to adjust, but I’m 
getting the hang of it,” Chan said. 
“It’s been fun and the team’s con-
tinued to grow, and we’re all gonna 
get better together.”

Against San Mateo at home on 
Dec. 6, the girls fought to a 0-0 tie. 
Late in the second half, freshman 
striker and top goalscorer Ananya 
Krishnan su� ered a lip injury that 
kept her sidelined for a week.

Earlier, on Dec. 5 at Yerba 
Buena, the Falcons triumphed 8-0 
with a hat-trick by Krishnan, a 
brace each from senior co-captain 
and mid� elder Emily Chen and 
senior le�  wing Karissa Dong and 
a goal by Taylor. McGhee, junior 
striker Ishana Narayanan, junior 
right back Sadhana Vadrevu and 
junior right wing Allison Borch 
were among those who provided 
assists. 

� is season, Borch has enjoyed 
playing a new position. A� er two 
years with the Falcons as right 
back, a defensive position, Borch 
has joined the attacking line.  

“I got more interested in play-
ing outside mid� eld, so as I started 
playing that more, I realized I was 
actually kind of good at it,” Borch 
said. “I told [coach Ben Maxwell] 

so he’s been starting me out that 
way.”

At home against Notre Dame 
San Jose (NDSJ) on Dec. 2, the 
girls managed two goals in the 
second half by junior right back 
Vivian Luo and Krishnan to se-

cure a 2-0 victory, defeating NDSJ 
for the third consecutive year in 
preseason. 

“We’re actually looking really 
good right now,” McGhee said. 
“� e underclassmen are really 
strong, and it’s de� nitely going to 

help us throughout the upcoming 
season. CCS is a really possible 
chance.” ◆

Due to printing deadlines, the 
Falcon was unable to cover the 
home preseason match against Wil-
low Glen on Dec. 13 in this issue.

After losing key players, team’s eight underclassmen step up
BY KarissaDong
& EliciaYe

FALCON // VIVIEN ZHANG

Sophomore fullback Sasha Pickard prepares to launch the ball during the first preseason match against Notre 
Dame High on Dec. 2. The girls won their home game 2-0.

GIRLS’ SOCCER

“� ey will be able to 
bring a vibrant form 
of playstyle with 
great creativity.”

Kevin YuSENIOR
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Having won the Division III CCS Cham-
pionships last year against South San Fran-
cisco, the girls on the basketball team are 
hoping to defend their title, but they will 
have to do so with a depleted lineup.

 With the loss of key players, Class of 
2016 point-guard Nicole Prowse and posts 
Eleni Spirakis and Erin Norris, the girls will 
have to � ll their spots and shi�  around by 
playing more major roles for coach Mike 
Davey.

� is year, the team has a starting � ve 
consisting of junior post Harshini Ramas-
wamy, sophomore center Kirstin Kruka, 
point-guard Rachel Davey, shooting guard 
Aryana Goodarzi and forward Jenny Qian, 
all seniors. 

Due to the team’s lack of height and nat-
ural post players, Davey has been shi� ing 
guards to play in the paint. 

“Our size issue will force us to move 
players around and use a four-guard lineup 
on occasion this year,” Davey said. “� at’s 
calmed some of my worries because we can 
shoot better and pressure better with four 
guards and [Qian] as the four. Against big-
ger teams, we will have to switch back to the 
equation of having two posts.” 

� e team also faces another challenge in 
size with only 10 players. Davey has brought 
up freshman center Ella Parr on the team 
and also has been pulling up freshman and 
JV players to help out during practices in 
scrimmages and full-court press drills. 

“We have three real posts and will play 
bigger teams, so we will need Ella to be up 
to help when our girls get in trouble. It’s also 
important for her to learn from the older 
posts,” Davey said.

Despite these challenges, Davey is aim-

ing to use the girls’ speed as an advantage in 
games. During practices, the girls have been 
focusing on pushing the ball up the courts 
on o� ense and conditioning to improve 
their stamina. 

So far, their hard work has seemed to 
pay o� . � e girls have started strong and are 
currently 6-0 in preseason. 

On Dec. 10, the girls achieved a 47-39 
win against Monta Vista, defending their 
top place in the Monta Vista Tournament 
for three years in a row. Although the Fal-
cons struggled to go against the Matador’s 
defensive press, they were able to break it 
through fast ball movement and passing. 

“It feels great to be able to defend our 
title and win � rst place again,” Goodarzi 
said. “� ough we weren’t able to play at our 
pace in the � rst half, I think we really pulled 
through in the end and played our hardest.” 

On the second day of the tournament, 
the team beat rival Mountain View 56-46. 
Having both lost and won a game to the 
Spartans last year, the girls were ecstatic to 
triumph over them. 

A� er the � rst quarter, the Falcons were 
down 13-12 due to the Spartans’ tough de-
fense, but the Falcons were able to � nd their 
tempo once again in the second quarter. 
Gaining 19 points in the second half with 
Goodarzi’s 3-point shooting and Qian’s of-
fensive rebound putbacks, the Falcons were 
able to catch up to the Spartans. 

Earlier, the Falcons won 61-40 against 
Willow Glen on Dec. 8 in the � rst day of 
the tournament.  Since both main posts, Ra-
maswamy and Kruka were in foul trouble in 
the � rst half, guards were forced to quickly 
� ll their positions; rebounding both o� en-
sively and defensively was a major key to 
their win. Improvements in communica-
tion during the second half also helped shut 

their opponents out to allow them only nine 
points in the last quarter. 

� e girls hosted Je� erson on Dec. 6, win-
ning 57-45. With the Grizzlies leading 15-9 
at the end of the � rst quarter, the team was 
able to � ght back; they held their opponent 
to only nine points while earning 20 points 
in the second quarter. 

� e team was led by Goodarzi, who 
poured in 26 points while, Davey had eight 
points and eight assists and Qian with six 
points and 11 rebounds.

Traveling an hour away on Nov. 30, the 
team brought home a 61-42 win against El 
Camino. Once again, Goodarzi led the team 
in scoring with 29 points, Davey with 11 as-
sists and Ramaswamy pitched in 19 points 
in the paint. 

Just a week before, the girls achieved a 
blowout victory against Andrew Hill, end-

ing the game 67-15. � e team scored most 
of their points from layups and inside paint 
shots by utilizing their speed to swi� ly run 
transition o� ense. By the � rst half, the score 
was 42-8. � e girls kept up with their ag-
gressive defense and kept the opponent to 
gain only one point in the third quarter. 

“I think we’re o�  to a really great start in 
preseason so I’m hoping that we can really 
bring this momentum in future games and 
to league,” Ramaswamy said. “What we’re 
doing right now is trying to improve our 
weaknesses so that in league we can just pol-
ish everything up.” 

� e Falcons play Leland tomorrow at 
home or away and will play against Half 
Moon Bay on Dec. 22. Over winter break, 
the girls will travel to Los Angeles on Dec. 
26-30 to participate in the Shawnee Harris 
Memorial Tournament. ◆

Depleted lineup forces players to play taller

FALCON // VIVIEN ZHANG

Senior point guard Rachel Davey looks down the court for an open teammate in a 61-40 win 
against Willow Glen on Dec. 8 in the Monta Vista Tournament, where they took first place.

GIRLS’ BASKETBALL

BY JennyQian
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I’m a deal enthusiast. 
� roughout the entire year, you can � nd 

me on various deal sites just to see what 
prices are like, and if there’s anything on sale 
that I’m interested in. 

� ough I almost never buy anything 
even when there’s a crazy deal available, just 
scrolling through these websites is a person-
al hobby and pastime. Weird, right?

Anyone would naturally think I would be 
the kind of person who would go crazy over 
Black Friday, but recently the hype for me 
has started to drastically die down. 

Historically, Black Friday has been my 
most anticipated holiday of the year — there 
are always good deals for something new 
and exciting.

Some of my favorite products have come 
from past Black Fridays, including my Xbox 
and Beats headphones. � ese items were the 
kinds that I was looking into for months be-
fore the special day. 

I would watch countless product reviews 
on YouTube and read about these items al-
most daily, and when the deal � nally came 
out, I would be � rst in line to pick it up. � e 

satisfaction of deal hunting comes when 
you get to hold the item that you’ve been 
researching for so long in your own hands.

Don’t get me wrong: I’m still really into 
deal hunting, but it’s just that Black Friday 
has lost its appeal for me. 

� is year, as I scrolled through ad scans 
one by one from the most popular stores, 
there just wasn’t anything really interesting 
to get. 

Each year the same things go on sale — 
Beats headphones, some cameras and TVs. 

To me, the TVs are the worst part. � ese 
items take up almost half of all Black Friday 

promotions and obscure all the other items 
I’m genuinely interested in, like headphones 
other than Beats and desk accessories. 

In addition, most Black Friday deals 
aren’t as good as they seem. Many deals on 
almost any item you can think of occur year 
round, not just on Black Friday; they just 
aren’t advertised with as much hype.

� is year, my family set out to get a new 

printer to replace our old one from 10 years 
ago, but despite a day’s worth of looking for 
the best deal, we came home empty handed. 

Likewise, I was hoping to � nd a new pair 
of headphones to replace my broken pair, 
but again there just wasn’t a deal worth pick-
ing up. 

In the end, I’ve realized why Black Friday 
doesn’t seem so special anymore. � e truth 
is the day really isn’t all that special. 

On the surface, stores say they’re adver-
tising crazy deals that will sell out the sec-
ond they’re on sale, but most people can � nd 
these exact same deals anytime, sometimes 
even better, if they just do a little research. ◆

If you’ve ever driven down Highway 9 
in the evening, you’ve likely seen a ginger-
haired boy making his way down the bike 
lane on a unicycle. 

More than likely, that boy is senior Zayne 
Khouja.

� ough he is now a dedicated unicyclist, 
he picked up just last year. Khouja’s uncle 
� rst bought him a unicycle for Christmas in 
2011. 

“I just stored it in my garage, because 
who rides a unicycle, right?” Khouja said. 
“But then I found it again when I was clean-
ing out my garage and I was like ‘Oh man! 
I’m going to learn how to unicycle.’”

Armed with a newfound motivation, 
Khouja began to teach himself how to 
unicycle, using YouTube videos and trial-
and-error. It took him about two weeks to 
get comfortable enough to ride around his 
neighborhood, but a full month until he was 

fully con� dent atop his unicycle. 
“I used to ride up and down Highway 

9, and I got a lot of really weird looks from 
people, which was great,” Khouja said. “It’s 
a great workout, and it’s honestly 
really relaxing. I even wrote one 
of my college essays about my uni-
cycle.”

As Khouja’s love for the unicycle 
grew, so did his abilities. He taught 
himself how to do tricks, includ-
ing jumps, 180s and almost-360s, 
although he has yet to master full 
spins. He hopes to continue to aug-
ment his repertoire through col-
lege, which is why he’s looking at 
schools that boast unicycle organi-
zations, like Harvey Mudd, well-known for 
its impressive and expansive unicycle club 
and high number of unicyclists. 

“� is jogger stopped me once while I was 
unicycling down the highway and asked me 
if I went to Harvey Mudd because he had 

only ever seen people on unicycles down 
there,” Khouja said. “It was awesome be-
cause I ended up getting his business card 
and we’ve been in contact about Harvey 

Mudd ever since.”
Generally, Khouja’s favorite 

places to ride are side streets be-
hind his neighborhood and moun-
tain trails, which he says give him 
the best workout. He attributes his 
thigh muscles to the steep incline of 
some of the paths that he favors.

“� e best places to ride always 
say no bicycles, but unicycles aren’t 
bikes, so I ride there anyways and 
feel really cool,” Khouja said.

Khouja is imparting his love of 
unicycles to his friends, including senior 
Kai Donez, who is in the process of learning 
how to ride. 

“Zayne just messaged me one day with a 
link to a unicycle and he was like ‘here’s a 
good deal for unicycles!’ so I bought it,” Do-

nez said. “I can ride 
like 20 feet on my 
own now.”

When asked 
what the appeal of 
unicycles were, both 
Donez and Khouja claimed that being uni-
cyclists helped them to “get ladies.” Donez’s 
girlfriend, senior Sarah Jin, later denied the 
claim, but his hobby obviously didn’t scare 
her o� , either.

“I wanted to start a unicycle club at SHS 
but then I realized that nobody really want-
ed to join, so I gave up,” Khouja said.

He does feel, however, that his accep-
tance of the unicycle may encourage oth-
ers to bring their unusual talents out of the 
shadows. 

“I brought my unicycle to school on Hal-
loween as part of my costume, and I found 
out that a bunch of people actually do ride 
unicycles,” Khouja said. “Maybe one day 
we’ll start a unicycle army.” ◆

Black Friday falls short of expectations

Senior Rachel Davey looks to take on an 
attacker during a match against Willow 
Glen on Dec. 8.

Seniors celebrate a� er winning one of the 
games during the Holiday Rally on Dec. 9.

Juniors Kate Bossi, Allison Borch and 
Sadhana Vadrevu sing during a group 
performance at Saratoga Idol on Nov. 29.

snapshots

Junior defender Tim Kobara dribbles the 
ball during a counter-attack against  Valley 
Christian on Dec. 7.

INADEQUATE DEALS LEAD TO DISAPPOINTING HOLIDAY OUTING

FALCON // MUTHU PALANIAPPAN

FALCON // MUTHU PALANIAPPAN FALCON // VIVIEN ZHANG

FALCON // VIVIEN ZHANG

Neil Rao and Alex Yang

THINGS TO DO DURING 
WINTER BREAK

Travel. Who needs to see the 
smoke from � reworks when you 
can breathe in the smog of Beijing?

Sleep. � e one time you can 
dream that you aced your � nals.

Make New Year’s resolutions. � e 
cafeteria’s smaller pizza slice sizes 
might � nally help with dieting.

Check your Facebook. It’s the 
only time of year when you can 
see Pepe in a Santa hat on your 
news feed.

Make a wish upon a star. Hope 
you did well on that brutal � nal.

Food. Who doesn’t love the saucy 
Starbucks red cups and pumpkin 
spice lattes?

Watch a Christmas movie. Maybe 
Charlie Brown can discover what 
happened to your grades this time.

Dress up. Wear a pu� y jacket 
and no one can call you fat.

Celebrate. You’re only one 
semester from freedom.

Binge TV. Freeform’s 25 Days of 
Christmas specials will keep your 
spirits up during your lowest times.
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buzzworthy Unicyclist attracts glances on Highway 9
BY SayaSivaram

Khouja

Don’t get me wrong: I’m still 
really into deal hunting, but 
it’s just that Black Friday has 

lost its appeal for me.

they see
me rollin’

Roland Shen
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