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When students came back 
from a relaxing spring break 
on April 11, they found the 
parking lot near the McAfee 
Center filled with construction 
workers demolishing side-
walks and working behind 
strips of yellow caution tape. 

Standing in front of the 
green gates, assistant prin-
cipal Brian Thompson tried 

to control the swarm of cars 
entering the lot, as many stu-
dents struggled to find park-
ing spots and maneuver in the 
new parking layout. 

“From 7:38 to 7:50 a.m., traf-
fic becomes a huge issue head-
ing westbound to Herriman,” 
Thompson said. “We’ve lost a 
number of parking spots that 
were available to staff and stu-
dents [prior to construction].”

Scanning system debuts at Sadies, Junior Prom 

ELECTIONSMEASURE E

Mandatory Leadership 
class to be implemented

BY AmiNachiappan
& EricSze

Music building construction 
causes parking lot frustration

 LEADERSHIP on pg. 5 PARKING on pg. 4

Top California students, who were 
once able to rely on being accepted to 
into the University of California (UC) 
system, can no longer count on having a 
place at the schools

 The Los Angeles Times found that in 
the fall of 2007, only 4 percent of the UC 
student body was out-of-state; now, that 
percentage has risen to 13. 

This trend started with California’s 
budget cuts in 2010, which forced UC 
campuses to increase admission of out-
of-state students. These students pay 
$54,123 annually, a much higher tuition 
than the annual $31,245 California resi-
dents pay, according to Inside Higher 

COLLEGE

 ADMITS on pg. 3

UCs lower 
standards for 
out-of-state 
students

 TEDX on pg. 4

The second TEDxSaratogaHighSchool event 
brought new ideas to the theme “Exploring beyond 
Boundaries” to the McAfee Center stage on April 15. 

The first student speaker, junior Kevin Chow, cap-
tivated the audience with his wide array of artwork, 
such as his creations that use polystyrene foam, to 
underline the importance of artistic innovation. He 
engaged the audience of several dozen with his ex-
planation on how diverse and expansive art could be 
even without a canvas or paper.

Afterward, Chow said he felt relief that the event 
was over, but “it was satisfying to know that I had 
finally delivered something that I had really wanted 
to articulate.” 

TEDx is a program designed to spread ideas within 

FALCON // VIVIEN ZHANG

BY CaitlinJu

Starting next year, 
Leadership will be a mandatory 
class period for commissioners, 
elected class officers and ASB 
members.

Because it will have an 
actual class period rather than 
meeting during lunch twice 
a week, the hope is that those 
taking part in the class will be 
able to more effectively plan for 
events such as Homecoming, 
Spring Fling and Speak up for 
Change week.

Activities director Rebeca 
Marshburn hopes that since 
students are able to meet at 
school more consistently, 
there “won’t be any need to 
meet outside of school, which 
should reduce student stress.”

One factor that has deterred 
interest in student government 

is that having seven periods 
with a sport may cause time 
conflicts. Although students 
can be excused early if they 
have a game or early practice, 
they will have to miss planning 
time in their class.

Freshman class president 
Roshan Verma’s opposition 
towards the new Leadership 
class has even led him to create 
a petition on Change.org. In it, 
he states how the Leadership 
class will conflict with 
underclassmen’s schedules, 
who are limited by their class 
choices and mandatory sports 
credit. He also mentions how 
having a class would not 
necessarily solve the issue of 
people neglecting their jobs. 

“We felt that it was a hasty 
decision, but we respect the 

BY JasonZhao
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Junior Kevin Chow talks about art as a way of 
experimentation for the event’s theme, “Explore.”

BY DavidFan
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During Junior Prom in 2015, a teacher 
chaperoning the dance struggled to find 
the name of a student who was supposed 
to be on the bus. Students eager to board 
waited impatiently as the teacher franti-
cally rifled through pages of names.

This situation is unlikely to hap-
pen again due to a scanning system the 
school is now using. 

Next year, with the new 5-Star scan-

ning system, school officials will be able 
to use a scanner to register every stu-
dent’s ID card, which will then process 
the student’s information. It is a system 
that can automatically register atten-
dance at events.

The system has been tested at a recent 
rally, the Sadie Hawkins Dance and Ju-
nior Prom. 

According to senior ASB board rep-
resentative Kanaai Shah, the system will 
allow staff members to track student in-
volvement in activities. The paperless 

system will not only make event check-
ins more efficient but also provide new 
information such as students’ time of 
arrival. 

One of the most useful aspects of the 
system will be its compatibility with a 
new points system that aims to encour-
age class participation in events, Shah 
said. 

For example, the scanner was used at 
the Spring Fling rally to track how many 
students from each grade went to the 
event. The classes were awarded points 

based on the number of students attend-
ing, but not punished for not attending.

“Something that we’ve always want-
ed to be able to do is recognize students 
for stepping up and actually going to 
these events and being a part of these 
activities that we know are really im-
portant to our school culture,” principal 
Paul Robinson said. 

ASB has already purchased the scan-
ning system and trained staff members 

BY NidhiJain
& AmiNachiappan
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DANCING DOLLS        The Hot Box Girls (left to right: senior Nina Harris, sophomore Hannah Yoon, 
senior Neeki Tahmassebi, junior Lea Moustakas,  freshman Colette Doyen) from the musical “Guys and 
Dolls” perform a dance routine in the final rehearsal to prepare for the show’s premiere on April 22.
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Senior Prom to be held at Monterey Bay

—Harshini Ramaswamy

Seniors will be able to “dance with the fishes” on May 
28 inside the Monterey Bay Aquarium for their Senior 
Ball. 

The highly anticipated event began selling tickets on 
April 25, with bids starting at $170 with ASB and $175 
without. 

Ticket sales will last through May 13.
Though Senior Ball is usually held in the middle of 

May, class president Summer Smith said the date of prom 
had to be pushed back because the aquarium wasn’t 
available until then.

“We looked at a lot of venues last year, including the 
Metreon in San Francisco and the San Francisco Great 
American Music Hall,” said Smith. “When we visited the 
aquarium, my top choice going in, we all fell in love. We 
pretty much committed on the spot.”

The dance itself will be located inside the aquarium 
under the whale exhibit and next to the sea otter tank, 
Smith said. 

For the first two hours, one part of the aquarium will 
be open for a roaming dinner. 

In the last two hours, another area will be open for des-
sert.  

Smith and the rest of the senior class officers have also 
hired caricaturists, a live performer for the first 45 min-
utes and a DJ who will begin at 8 p.m. 

“[In terms of turnout], we are planning for 350 people 
but have space for up to 400 on the buses,” Smith said. 
“We are hoping the venue pulls people in.”

The Saratoga Falcon was one of 13 high school news-
papers in the country to win the “High School Newspa-
per Gold Crown Award” from the Columbia Scholastic 
Press Association (CSPA) for the 2014-2015 school year. 
The award was presented at Columbia University on 
March 18.

“We are immensely grateful for being selected for this 
prestigious award,” 2015 alumna and former editor-in-
chief Deepti Kannan said. “It serves as a testament to the 
impressive dedication of all of our staff members to make 
the Falcon the best publication it can be.”

The CSPA judges high school newspapers holistically, 
considering all their elements: photography, reporting, 
style, design, writing, layout and more.

“As compared to other high school papers, I think the 
Falcon has a really great diversity of stories and packages 
and that’s what set us apart,” 2015 alumna and former 
editor-in-chief Sabrina Chen said. 

“Our content is consistently unique, and we’re also 
solid with layout and graphics.”

This is the second year in a row the paper has won the 
Gold Crown.

“[Winning the CSPA Gold Crown] demonstrates that 
the kids in the past couple years have really done a good 
job in a lot of different areas — from writing and visual 
presentation to the approach to stories,” newspaper ad-
viser Mike Tyler said.

Falcon wins 2015 Gold Crown Award

— Apoorv Kwatra and Trevor Leung
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Dance comes alive as the ‘Sun Goes Down’

Weeks of planning came 
together for 273 students  as 
they wore their fanciest outfits 
and attended this year’s Junior 
Prom, themed “When the Sun 
Goes Down,” on April 16 at 
Dolce Hayes Mansion in San 
Jose. 

Bids went sale on the week 
of March 14 starting at $135 
per person and sold through 
the week of March 28, with 
prices raising $10 per week. 
Despite the expensive venue 
and bus cost, the junior class 
office was able to break even 
on the event.

Around 6 p.m., five  buses 
pulled out of the SHS parking 
lot en route to the venue as a 
light chatter filled the air. Stu-
dents chatted excitedly during 
the short 25-minute commute. 

As the buses turned the 

corner and entered the curved 
driveway of Hayes Mansion, 
students were taken back by 
the white pillars and extensive 
grass lawn of the venue.  

As students stepped off the 
buses, they were directed to 
the ballroom on the left side 
of the hotel. Friendly wait-
ers greeted the students at the 
door and handed out mocktail 
drinks in a sunset ombre color.

A comfortable ambience 
awaited the attendees, as large 
dining tables with seating for 
10 surrounded a moderately 
sized dance floor. 

“It was a great decision to 
host at Hayes because the food 
was excellent and we had a lot 
of space to talk with friends,” 
junior class president Ellicia 
Chiu said.

Although dinner was not 
served immediately, the staff 
members laid out a nicely ar-

ranged appetizer plate, con-
sisting of cheese, cold cuts of 
various meats and sauteed 
vegetables.

The buffet-style included 
vegetarian and vegan choices, 
as well as an assortment of 
meat and poultry like fish, 
steak and chicken. 

“The appetizers were very 
posh and funny-tasting, but 
the main course was super 
good,” junior Rachel Won said. 

As the sun faded behind the 
horizon, most students started 
dancing as the DJ was crank-
ing loud beats and tunes of Flo 
Rida and Drake.

The night ended on a posi-
tive note when he played Ed 
Sheeran’s “Photograph.” 

“Overall, prom was a good 
opportunity to bond and have 
fun with friends,” junior Jackie 
Han said. “I’m really happy 
with how it turned out.” u

JUNIOR PROM

BY EricSze

FBLA

Business club places high at states

Bright red, white and blue 
lights flashed across the Ontar-
io Convention Center on April 
16 as thousands of Future 
Business Leaders of America 
(FBLA) members filed in for 
the annual California FBLA 
State Leadership Conference 
(SLC) awards ceremo-
ny. Among the huge 
crowd, seven Saratoga 
students, Los Gatos 
FBLA adviser and 
chaperone Erol Ceran 
were wearing hope-
ful smiles and cheered 
from the back of the 
auditorium. 

At the end of the 
night, junior Lesley 
Huang took home third in 
Business Communications, 
senior Thomas Wang placed 
fifth in Healthcare Adminis-
tration, freshman Victor Liu 
placed eighth in Introduction 
to Business Communications 
and sophomore Caitlyn Chen 
placed fourth in Mobile Ap-

plication Development. Chen, 
Wang and Huang qualified to 
compete at the 2016 National 
Leadership Conference (NLC) 
in Atlanta this summer.

“After three years of par-
ticipating in this event, I’m so 
ecstatic that I placed third be-
cause it means that all my hard 
work has finally paid off,” 

Huang said. 
In Huang, Liu and 

Wang’s events, com-
petitors study for a 
multiple-choice test. 
Huang and Liu’s 
events, regarding 
business communica-
tion, test on proper 
sentence construction 
and formatting of oral 
and written communi-

cation in a typical workplace. 
But besides the multiple-

choice tests, other events like 
Mobile Application Develop-
ment include a formal pre-
sentation, where competitors 
present their research and proj-
ects to a panel of judges.

Even after taking an 8-hour 

bus ride down to Ontario on 
April 14, many of the Sara-
toga FBLA members studied 
through the night on Thursday 
to prepare for their early exams 
and presentations on Friday 
despite the “poor Wi-Fi” and 
“terrible service at the Radis-
son [Hotel],” Huang said. 

Huang said the sleepless 
night doing practice tests on a 
messy hotel bed and missing 
her junior prom was a small 
price to pay for her NLC quali-
fication.

Almost more excited than 
the NLC qualifiers was presi-
dent of Saratoga FBLA chap-
ter senior Ingrid Zhou, who 
was thrilled with how her club 
members did. 

“I’m extremely proud of 
how far this club has come, 
considering we are such a 
small chapter and were up 
against chapters of about 
50 members,” Zhou said. “I 
couldn’t be happier ending 
my term as president of FBLA 
with this and I look forward to 
watching the club expand.” u

BY CaitlynChen

Zhou

Numbers provided by Luke Salin
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Ed. The San Jose Mercury News said last 
school year alone, UC campuses were 
collecting $728 million in out-of-state 
tuition, more than double the amount 
from 2010-2011. 

This correlation did not go unnoticed 
by the state auditor, who released a re-
port this March that accused the UC sys-
tem of undermining its commitment to 
California residents. The report recom-

mended “stricter entrance requirements 
for nonresident students, a cap on their 
enrollment and more focus on recruiting 
Californians,” especially underrepre-
sented minorities. 

UC spokeswoman Dianne Klein stat-
ed in her email response to the audit that 
the policy change and increase in out-of-
state enrollment was “not a lowering of 
standards,” but rather as a result of a 30 
percent cut in state funding. 

The budget cuts could be responsible 
for the unexpected college waitlist and 
rejection decisions for some students. 

Even though he was waitlisted at 

UCLA, senior Nicholas Lai was accept-
ed by four other UCs as well as Stanford 
University in computer science. Having 
seen UCLA as a “target” school, Lai was 
surprised by this waitlist decision.

“I heard it was hard this year for a lot 
of people from California to get into UC 
Berkeley and UCLA in particular,” Lai 
said. “Maybe it is because this year, my 
class was pretty strong. I guess I didn’t 
really stand out.”

UC Berkeley and UCLA, already 
highly selective in their admissions, are 
growing even more selective for Califor-
nia students. 

The San Francisco Business Times 
said non-Californians comprise about 
one in five students at the state’s two top 
public schools.

Senior Brendan Ney was accepted at 
UC San Diego, but he was waitlisted at 
UCLA and Berkeley. He will likely be at-
tending Carnegie Mellon University for 
computer science. 

“Ultimately, no one knows why they 
got accepted or rejected,” Ney said. 
“[But] the whole point of the UCs is to 
serve students in California. They lower 
admission standards for out-of-state stu-
dents because they need money.” u

Acharya chooses Emerson Oliver commits to Barnard College

Editor’s Note: This is the final in-
stallment in a yearlong series. 

Senior Saro Acharya drank in 
the sights of the grassy Boston 
Commons and the nearby Colo-
nial Building. 

Swept up in a small 
crowd of 60 other stu-
dents, he felt exhila-
rated but nervous to be 
attending Emerson Col-
lege’s Preview Day dur-
ing spring break.

“I was honestly ec-
static to be there, but it 
was also very intimidat-
ing to be in the same 
room as twenty other film ma-
jors,” Acharya said.

In addition to visiting Emer-
son, Acharya also toured Pratt 
Institute in Brooklyn. 

Faced with a difficult choice 
between the two schools, he ul-
timately chose Emerson for its 
internationally recognized film 
reputation.

Still, Acharya leaned toward 
Pratt for many reasons. 

He had the chance to tour 
part of Pratt’s new facilities and 
was impressed by the campus’s 
creative feel.

In contrast with his feelings 
about Pratt, Acharya felt uncer-
tain about the environment he 

would find at Emerson, which 
“doesn’t really have a campus” 
and is instead integrated into 
Boston. Acharya’s financial aid 
offer from Pratt further compli-
cated his decision. 

He received a $21,000 schol-
arship for Pratt, cutting the 
$42,000 tuition in half, while he 

is still waiting to hear 
back about financial aid 
from Emerson, which 
has a tuition of about 
$40,000-$50,000.In 
the end, however, 
he recognized 
that the school’s 
resources mat-
tered more to 
him than its 
campus or 

cost. 
Keeping in mind his ul-

timate goal — breaking out 
into the film industry — Acha-
rya made the decision to attend 
Emerson.

Acharya is most excited to 
immerse himself in the artistic 
environment there, using the re-
sources available to carry out his 
own projects.

“I’m really looking forward 
to collaborating with other film-
makers and media production 
majors,” he said. “[Emerson Col-
lege] has a really amazing film 
equipment that’s completely 
open for use to its students, and 
I honestly can’t wait.” u

A symphony of unfamiliar 
voices echoed in the Barnard 
College cafeteria as senior 
Caroline Oliver scanned the 
room, half-expecting to en-
counter one of her old friends 
sitting at a table. But instead 
of high school faces, she was 
greeted with puzzled yet ea-

ger students, as she was 
overcome with the fa-

miliar but unwel-
coming feeling 

of being the 
“new kid.“

As they 
took their seats, 

the incoming 
freshmen gazed 

at the “Welcome 
Barnard College Class 

of 2020!” presentation in 
front of them. For Oliver, a 
rush of emotions buzzed in 
her mind.

“As I got used to it, I was 
grateful and astonished at 
the place I was in and that 
everything was over and that 
everything that I put into had 
all paid off,” Oliver said. “I 
consider myself so lucky.” 

On March 29, Oliver found 
out about her acceptance and 
“just lost it.” After receiving 
a deferral in mid-December, 
Oliver had spent the day 

“convincing [herself]  [she] 
would be OK with a rejec-
tion.”

“I can’t say that the first 
day [I found out] was happy 
because emotions like sur-
prise and pent-up angst were 
open,” Oliver said. “I thought 
that there must have been a 
glitch [on the website], or that 
it was a mistake.”

But even though 
Barnard had a re-
cord low percent-
age of admitted stu-
dents this year — 16 
percent — Oliver 
believed that being 
deferred gave her a 
“leg up” in the deci-
sion pool. 

“Colleges want 
to compare you to others,” 
Oliver said. “[A deferral] feels 
worse than a rejection, like an 
on-again-off-again boyfriend, 
but people can’t let that get 
them down.” 

According to Oliver, get-
ting deferred allowed her 
to keep her file consistently 
active and “keep her name 
at the forefront of [her] ad-
mission counselor’s mind.” 
During winter break, Oliver 
sent emails for more infor-
mation about Barnard to “af-
firm [her] interest” and asked 
English teacher Ken Nguyen 
for a letter of recommenda-

tion as a supplement. 
“People who didn’t have 

that coming in as a regular 
applicant didn’t have that 
relationship,” Oliver said. “I 
think part of the reason that 
helped me get into Barnard is 
that I’ve developed that rela-
tionship with the school.”

In addition to attending 
Barnard admit weekend, Oli-

ver visited Bryn Mawr 
College in Pennsylva-
nia. On these college 
tours, she realized that 
she liked being in a big 
city. 

After visiting, Oli-
ver was content with 
her decision to attend 
Barnard. Her visits 
made her feel “100 per-

cent confident” and secure 
about the direction she was 
planning to head toward: a 
double major in psychology 
and comparative literature. 

Looking back on the crazy 
ride of college admissions, 
Oliver felt that fate seemed to 
be involved. 

“Everyone that I’ve talked 
to got into somewhere where 
they really belong and ev-
erything turned out how 
it’s supposed to be,” Oliver 
said. “I sound like a hippie, 
but weird universe juice just 
makes [the college decisions 
process] work.” u

COLLEGE
BOUND

BY ClaireChou
& KatherineSun

BY SpringMa
& EileenToh

Last summer, senior Michelle Wang 
woke up at 9 a.m. most days and headed 
straight to the art studio. She labored 
all day: six hours working on charcoal, 
graphite, technique and composition; 
two and a half hours at another studio 
working with watercolors, acrylic paints 
and color pencils; then several 
more hours completing her 
online art history class assign-
ments and studying 3D sculp-
ture and conceptual art. Her 
day ended as late as 11 p.m.

Art has been Wang’s passion 
for years. With a “wild imagi-
nation,” she would draw and 
paint all day as a child. In el-
ementary school, the only class 
Wang loved was art.

But growing up in the Silicon Valley, 
where many students pursue STEM, 
hasn’t been easy. 

Her family is filled with mathemati-
cians, engineers and scientists, many of 
them pressuring Wang to put down the 
paintbrush and take up a more practical 
interest. 

“I was pretty much set on doing any-
thing but art,” Wang said. “I didn’t take 
Studio Art until my junior year in high 
school, but during that time, I was trying 
to get myself away from the arts.”

Wang’s decision to fully embrace 

art was influenced by her experience at 
school. 

“I felt like a huge failure, and hon-
estly, my confidence fell to an all-time 
low,” Wang said. “It’s really scary when 
you’re in [a] position when something 
doesn’t go your way no matter how hard 
you try to make it work.”

As she became more serious about art 
last year, Wang knew she had to isolate 

herself from others, since it was 
crucial for her to have her portfo-
lio perfected.

Despite having sore hands 
from art classes each day, she 
found the experience to be re-
warding — and schools  includ-
ing University of Southern Cali-
fornia (USC) and Pratt Institute 
have been impressed, too. 

Her portfolio, which she dedi-
cated hundreds of hours on, features 
over 20 pieces of artwork.

Wang has committed to Pratt Institute 
for its industrial design program that in-
cludes product design, furniture exhibi-
tion design and more.   

By attending Pratt Institute, Wang 
hopes to find unique opportunities, such 
as working as an art director or  member 
of the product design team for compa-
nies like Nike, Ikea, Apple or Google. 

“I feel like [Pratt is] a place where I 
can really prosper,” Wang said. “A big 
part [of my long-term goal] is making 
sure that I went to college in New York.”

Even though Wang said it may seem 
unusual for one to choose Pratt over  
schools like UCLA and USC, Wang said 
that through her experience, she learned 
it’s usually best to take her own path. 

In order to meet other artists and be 
inspired to create unique works, Wang 
said that she would like to study abroad 
in Europe after a year or two of school 
in New York and possibly a gap year in 
Japan as well. 

Though Wang’s parents had pres-
sured her into pursuing STEM, once 
they knew that art was what Wang en-
joyed, they began to show a lot of im-
mense support. 

Wang is thankful they were finan-

cially and emotionally supportive of her 
passion through the years.

 Knowing that she has always had 
high expectations for herself, Wang’s 
parents often tried to prevent her from 
being too hard on herself. 

To those who want to major in art, 
Wang said that it is important to focus 
on your passions and be willing to make 
your dreams happen under any circum-
stances.

“Getting into the programs that I got 
into wasn’t easy, and I don’t take it for 
granted,” Wang said. “In the end, you 
just have to stay true to yourself, work 
your hardest and with patience, every-
thing starts coming along.” u

BY ElizabethLee
& KatherineZhou

Art major to attend Pratt Institute in New York City

One of senior Michelle Wang’s 3D-sculpture and instillation pieces in her art portfolio. 
Courtesy of MICHELLE WANG

Wang

Oliver
Acharya

ADMITS 
continued from pg. 1
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Right off Saratoga Avenue across the 
street from Valero gas station, a white, 
A-Frame sign reading “Today’s Pick” 
sits in front of a red tent. On a typi-
cal weekday, a few people gather 
under the shade, standing before 
an assortment of kettle corn, fresh 
avocados, tangelos (a mix between 
a tangerine and orange) and deli-
ciously red strawberries. 

Some of them hand $8 to a jolly 
older man behind the table and 
leave with three baskets of straw-
berries in a brown paper bag. As 
they pull away from the curb, he 
gives them a warm smile, waving 
them goodbye.

“My favorite part of the job is 
talking to people,” said the “straw-
berry man” Ronald Castro. “Give me a 
[strawberry] box and I’ll talk all day.”

Every spring and summer, the straw-
berry stand on 12625 Saratoga Ave. re-
sumes business.

Castro’s cousin, Doug Rodrigues, 
had been the owner of the Saratoga 
strawberry stand for five years before 
he employed Castro 10 years ago. Since 
then, Castro and other employed drivers 
have helped Rodrigues run the business, 
making daily trips to Uesugi farm’s 
strawberry plants in Gilroy and Prune-
dale to pick the ripened fruits. 

The kettle corn comes from a supplier 
in Gilroy who pops it fresh. As for the 

avocados and tangelos, Castro and the 
other employees pick those right from 
Rodrigues’s backyard, behind the stand.

“People know they’re fresh, and you 
can see how sweet these are,” Castro 

said, offering a sample. “We had a load 
this morning of only 22 flats, and I sold 
them by about 12:15 p.m. These just got 
here at 1:15 p.m., so these were still on 
the plant about two hours ago.”

People throughout the community 
come to buy the stand’s “fresh, deli-
ciously sweet” strawberries, Castro said. 
The business doesn’t even have to ad-
vertise because people hear about the 
strawberries by word of mouth.

“The product sells itself; the business 
is just excellent. In fact, I’m so popular, I 
may run for mayor of Saratoga,” Castro 
joked with a hearty laugh.

At this time in the beginning of the 

season, the strawberries are in low pro-
duction, and Castro and the other driv-
ers can only pick about 20 to 30 flats a 
trip. But because the strawberries are 
in such high demand, Castro said their 

drivers often have to make two 
trips to the plants every day.

When the weather warms 
and more berries start to grow, 
Rodrigues will send a driver 
down at 5 a.m., who will start 
picking at 6; by 9 a.m., they will 
start selling strawberries.

Besides the fruits, the straw-
berry stand also takes pride in 
being people-oriented, getting 
to know customers person-
ally. Castro said he loves being 
around customers, socializing 
and “chatting up a storm.” At 
his previous job as the manager 

of the United Parcel Service (UPS), his 
younger employees became so comfort-

able that they called him “Uncle Ron.”
After retiring from his job at the UPS, 

Castro was grateful to get a job where 
he could help out his cousin while still 
interacting with other people. Castro 
tries to remember his customers’ names, 
especially the names of loyal customers 
like sophomore Caroline Chen and her 
mom who come year after year.

“I like the strawberries because they 
are always really sweet,” Chen said. 
“My mom has had conversations with 
the strawberry man, and she said that he 
is really friendly and nice.”

As an incentive to socialize even 
more, Castro and another employee cur-
rently have a contest to see who can get 
the most hugs this season.

“So far, I’ve gotten four hugs and he’s 
gotten two,” Castro said while smiling 
proudly. “I’m looking forward to seeing 
how the rest of the season goes, in terms 
of sales and hugs.” u

TEDX 
continued from pg. 1

According to Thompson and prin-
cipal Paul Robinson, emotions can run 
high when it comes to issues of parking 
and traffic, and the situation is unavoid-
able as the school embarks on a key 
phase of the Measure E bond. The new 
$12-million music building project will 
be located next to the McAfee. Construc-
tion is projected to be finished by the be-
ginning of the 2017-18 school year.

Because work on the project takes up 
the west side of the parking lot, the for-
mer entrance to the school is now an ex-
it-only lane. The morning rush has also 
affected many upperclassmen, who des-
perately search to find parking spaces. 
Students have resorted to parking near 
the Sports Plaza or tennis courts because 
there are 50 fewer spots now construc-
tion has started.

“Entering and leaving the parking lot 
is so difficult because I can’t cut through 

the lots, and that takes so much longer 
than [it did] before [construction],” ju-
nior Neythra Srinivasan said. “I also 
have to leave home 15 minutes earlier 
just to get to class on time.”

The frustration to find parking has 
also affected those with free first and 
fourth periods. Because the staff lot, lo-
cated adjacent to the McAfee and gen-
erally half empty, has been off limits to 
students, students who have purchased 
parking permits for $25 are sometimes 
unable to find parking, forcing them to 
head to nearby neighborhood streets. 

“Even though I chose to have a free 
first, I feel [that] it’s the school’s respon-
sibility to provide enough spaces for stu-
dents to park,” junior Michelle Xu said. 

The administration is making an ef-
fort to reinforce the policy that student 
parking lots are only for juniors and se-
niors with parking permits. According 
to Thompson, on the first Wednesday 
back from break, campus supervisors 
had to ticket over 60 vehicles in the stu-
dent parking lots.

Robinson said the administration is 

doing its best to make the impact of the 
construction as painless as possible. 

“We knew it would have to be this 
way for a while. The new building is 
such a large project that the inconve-
nience is also large,” Robinson said. 

Thompson said that in order to create 
more parking for students, the school 
will add a student carpool section in the 
staff parking lot starting in May. This 
new option will allow students who car-
pool an opportunity to park in specific 
areas outside of student parking lots.

“We are hopeful that students will 
take advantage of the carpool parking 
option, which will open up more park-
ing for our student body,” Thompson 
said.

Though the parking lot is likely to be 
inconvenient for the next year, Robinson 
is excited for the ultimate results.

“Our music program deserves a place 
where everyone can fit into, and other 
programs on campus need space for 
them to thrive in,” Robinson said. “I’m 
truly looking forward to having great 
music right next door to my office.” u

a community through live speakers and 
videos. According to junior Rachel Won, 
a co-fundraising head for the event, this 
year’s TEDxSHS was separated into 
three responsibilities.

For instance, one of the responsibili-
ties was the organize all the speakers, 
which seniors Edwin Pan and Michelle 
Shen focused on. 

TEDxSHS coordinators decided to 
bring the event back a second year, as 
“it was a unique experience for both the 
speakers and listeners” the first time it 
was held on Dec. 7, 2014. 

This year, the event included eight 
speakers who presented topics that re-
lated to the theme of “Exploring beyond 
Boundaries.”

Two of the speakers were in the form 
pre-recorded video. The first video, by 
Tim Urban, an illustrator and writer for 
his blog “Wait But Why,” was an expla-
nation of procrastination.

The second one was a talk by David 
Brooks, a New York Times columnist 

and author, on whether one can balance 
the self that desires success and the self 
that seeks a higher purpose.

Chow kicked off the event after Ur-
ban’s video as the first live speaker and 
was followed by Elizabeth Douglas, the 
president and chief operating officer of 
wikiHow, who described her experi-
ences pursu-
ing her true 
passion: en-
gineering. 

D o u g l a s 
e x p l a i n e d 
her struggles 
of pursuing 
this profes-
sion due to her friends not sharing her 
enthusiasm. 

She concluded that in order to choose 
your passion, you must have confidence 
to determine if that passion fits you.

After Douglas, NASA engineer Jona-
than Trent discussed the possible coloni-
zation of Mars and emphasized the pres-
ervation of resources on Earth, a task 
that he is trying to accomplish through 
the OMEGA Global Initiative, an orga-
nization that uses OMEGA to support 
blue-green economies and develop a 

sustainable future. 
Junior Daniel Luo was intrigued by 

Trent’s speech, as he “was fascinated by 
his ambitious project that had important 
implications for the future of the earth 
as a whole.”

Following Trent, software engineer 
Lorien Pratt explained how machine 

learning and deci-
sion intelligence 
(DI), a framework 
that organizes deci-
sion making, can be 
used to solve diffi-
cult issues such as 
water and energy 
shortages. 

After Pratt, senior Nina Nelson capti-
vated the TEDx audience with her vari-
ous acting roles, ranging from a Spanish 
persona to a British one.

After she introduced herself, she tran-
sitioned to her speech about her fiery 
passion for acting and expressed how to 
find a one’s ambition through a process 
called “Little Feet on Big Steps.”

The sixth speaker, Ashu Desai, who 
founded a two-year college replacement 
for students called Make School, talked 
about a new approach to the college ed-

ucation system. 
Desai said that rather than learning in 

class and completing homework assign-
ments, university students can create 
their own content through the material 
they have learned. 

He believes that simply completing 
homework assignments does not give 
students the necessary work experience 
after college. 

Senior Rhea Srivats enjoyed Desai’s 
speech since “he echoed a lot of concerns 
[she’s] heard about higher education, 
specifically in computer science.”

Shen said all the speakers did a “won-
derful job” conveying their message to 
the audience. 

The event took around five months 
to plan since the TEDx team had to 
“work out ideas and topics that fit with 
the theme and would appeal to a high 
school audience,” Shen said.

Shen hopes the event will be able to 
have another iteration next year.

“It took a lot of effort as well as or-
ganization to get this done, and I was 
glad to have a great, experienced team 
to work with,” Shen said. “I hope that 
next year’s show will be as good as this 
year’s.” u

Popular strawberry stand resumes business for season
BY CaitlynChen

PARKING
continued from pg. 1

falconfigures

fewer student 
parking spots after 
construction50
million dollars 
spent on the music 
building project$12
student vehicles 
ticketed on April 1360
cost of one student 
parking permit$25

“

”

The business is just 
excellent. In fact, I’m so 
popular I may run for 
mayor.

“Strawberry Man” Ronald Castro

Desai wants university 
students to create their own 
content through the material 

they have learned.
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decision and understand the logic be-
hind it,” Verma said. “We just want to 
make sure our opinions are heard and 
see if we could come to a compromise.”

The petition had only gathered a to-
tal of 29 supporters, and according to 
Marshburn, the now-mandatory Lead-
ership class hasn’t really affected partici-
pation in ASB or class office.

Despite the conflicts between sports 
and Leadership, current junior class rep-
resentative Jessy Liu sees the change as 
beneficial.

“A lot of our communication and 
work has been done over Facebook 

groups and chats,” Liu said. “It’s suffi-
cient, but not efficient.” 

In addition to giving Leadership time 
at school to collaborate face-to-face, the 
addition of the class period also encour-
ages students in Leadership to take a 
more active stance.

“With Leadership essentially as an 
extracurricular right now, it’s so easy for 
individuals to slack off and not hold up 
their end of the deal,” Liu said. “If we 
had a class they wouldn’t be able to do 
that any more.”

Many other schools, such as Lyn-
brook, have already had a separate class 
period just for the Leadership students 
to meet. 

According to Liu, “their campuses re-
flect a more serious view of things like 
leadership, elections and school events.”

Conflicting schedules between the 
Leadership class and sports have caused 
some students to think twice before sign-
ing up for leadership positions.

However, Marshburn said the most 
devoted students won’t be deterred and 

will continue to participate in Leader-
ship.

“If the student is really motivated and 
willing to be part of Leadership, then the 
student will do whatever it takes to be 
part of that,” she said. u

In 2005, history teacher Matthew 
Torrens introduced the Wild West trip, 
taking several students to visit Utah 
and Monticello High School, where he 
taught prior to Saratoga High. 

The bi-yearly tradition has continued 
for 11 years, making this year’s upper-
classmen the eighth group that has trav-
eled to Utah with Torrens. Over spring 
break, 20 juniors and seniors had the 
chance to venture around southeastern 
Utah.

 The trip’s activities included hiking 
the Delicate Arch, rappelling off a 50-
foot cliff, mountain biking in the Can-
yonlands and riding a jeep down an 
abandoned road with a 1,000-foot cliff. 
The itiner-
ary gave 
s t u d e n t s 
a chance 
to admire 
the land-
scape and 
i m m e r s e 
t h e m 
selves in   
activities.  

“ T h e 
trip was 
probably 
the best 
trip I have ever taken in high school, 
and we  did so many things that I would 
have never imagined before,” senior 
Jennifer Chen said. “On the first day 
we went mountain biking, and my butt 
still hurts from that because we biked 13 

miles up and down.”
In addition to exploring the outdoors, 

students journeyed around towns such 
as Moab, Provo, Monticello and Salt 
Lake City and got an in-depth look at 
Utah’s history. 

“We do all sorts of history-related ac-
tivities, such as looking at petroglyphs, 
pictographs and an old log cabin home-
stead,” Torrens said. “We walk the ruins 
of a ghost town and visit the abandoned 
cemetery where President Buchanan’s 
sister is buried.” 

Although the trip is not directly tied 
to the Media Arts Program curriculum, 
the group took time to incorporate me-
dia aspects by visiting Brigham Young 
University’s broadcasting school and the 
Moab Film Commission, where mov-
ies like “Star Trek” and were filmed in 

Utah’s rug-
ged land-
scape. 

However, 
for many 
students, the 
most memo-
rable part 
of the trip 
was forging 
friendships 
with the 
students of 
Monticel lo 
High School. 

“Our students became so friendly 
[with them that] we attended their 
school play and played Fugitive across 
their little town until midnight,” Torrens 
said.

The game Fugitive was actually in-

vented in Saratoga. Played at night, a 
team called “the Fugitives,” runs from 
school to another location while the oth-
er team chases after the Fugitives in cars. 

Along with making new memories, 
SHS students were able to experience 
the cultural difference of a small rural 
city that is predominantly white. 

“We went cruising; that’s something 
we never do [at Saratoga] because our 
lives are so intense,” Chen said. “The 
[students in Utah] are so relaxed. They 
hunt bunnies in their free time and don’t 
have any homework on the weekends. 
Every class has six people, and they 
don’t have many AP classes.”   

For Torrens, this trip is always unfor-
gettable, as he is able to revisit his old 

home city with his students and expose 
them to another state’s culture and mod-
ern history.  

“It’s amazing for me,” Torrens said. 
“The football coach is a former player 
of mine, and the 12th-grade Govern-
ment/Econ teacher is a former student 
of mine.”

Torrens loves showing students dif-
ferent cultures outside of the classroom 
curriculum and giving them a chance to 
experience history come to life in the real 
world. 

“It is rewarding for me to get Sarato-
ga kids outside the class and into the real 
world to see how much fun it can be to 
laugh, smile and enjoy yourself in nature 
and history,” Torrens said. u

WILD WEST TRIP

BY MichelleKoo
& MichelleLee

History students explore southeastern Utah

on how to use it.  
“The scanning system seemed real-

ly effective at prom and a much quick-
er way to keep track of students,” ju-
nior Kirthana 
Ramesh said. 
“For the most 
part, every-
thing ran 
smoothly.” 

There are 
some pos-
sible down-
sides to the 
system, espe-
cially for stu-
dents who do not usually carry their 
IDs.

“Many people simply don’t see 
a need for their IDs, so they do not 
bring them to school, but with this 
new system, they will see a need for it 
now,” Ramesh said.

The ASB and staff is anticipating a 
learning curve and the need for modi-
fication. 

“That’s part of the learning process 

of any time you go through a system, 
just like we did with Canvas,” Robin-
son said. “We knew there were some 
[really] good possibilities, and we dis-
covered even more things it could do 
than what we originally thought.”

With systems like Canvas and 
5-Star, the school can work with devel-
opers to make routine processes more 

efficient. Ac-
cording to 
R o b i n s o n , 
c o m p a n i e s 
are able to 
“grow and 
improve” as 
they work 
hand in hand 
with the 
school. The 
director of 

the 5-Star system, Greg Houh, is close 
friends with Robinson, and Robinson 
is confident the company will be re-
sponsive to feedback. 

“His idea is to focus on [aspects] 
necessary to make a good product 
that helps students gauge their in-
volvement,” Robinson said. “The goal 
is to get students involved, engaged 
in school and connected so that they 
really feel a part of this school.” u 

SCANNERS 
continued from pg. 1
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Courtesy of JENNIFER CHEN

Over spring break, a group of 20 upperclassmen went off-roading and hiking in Utah.“

”

It is rewarding for me 
to get Saratoga kids 
outside the class and 
into the real world.

teacher Matthew Torrens

Attendance secretary to 
return from maternity leave

OFFICE

“Then I yelled something that prob-
ably shouldn’t go on the website,” atten-
dance secretary Mandy Armes said on 
the Humans of Saratoga High Facebook 
page last September after realizing she 
was to have fraternal twins. 

The post received an overwhelming 
422 likes and many comments like “con-
gratulations” and “love you.”

Now, six months later, the twins, Lin-
coln and Jameson Armes, are already 
moving around on their own. Armes is 
ready to return to work on May 25. She 
said she has been missed being at school 
“terribly.”

However, Armes is extremely grate-
ful to have the opportunity to take the 
time off to care for her boys.

“The last months have been such a 
whirlwind,” Armes said. “But getting to 
stay home with the babies for these first 

months has been such a blessing.”
Already, Armes can see different per-

sonalities developing in her sons.
“Link is my mover and shaker! He is 

always  wanting  to  be  doing  some-
thing,” she said. “Jamie is my thinker. 
He is always observing. He is also my 
snuggle bug! ”

She cannot wait until they “have their 
own special twin language.”

However, at the same time, she is 
“looking forward to everything” back 
at school and misses having “adult con-
versations” with her fellow co-workers. 
During her absence, Robert Wise filled 
in for her.

Many staff members and students, 
including assistant principal Brian 
Thompson, are anticipating her return.

“I’m excited that Ms. Armes is com-
ing back,” Thompson said. “I miss her a 
lot, and really look forward to working 
with her.” u

The goal is to get students 
involved, engaged in school 
and connected.

“

”principal Paul Robinson

BY EleanorGoh
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Non-Californian applicants need to only 
“compare favorably.”
This is according to the California State Au-
ditor’s Report, which accused the UCs of 
favoring out-of-state applicants. 

Admission rates for non-Californians have 
risen considerably.
Since the 2010-2011 school year, out-of-
state enrollment has grown by 82 percent, 
according to the Mercury News.

Out-of-state students pay significantly 
more in tuition than do their in-state 
counterparts.
On average, out-of-state tuition is almost 
$25,000 more than in-state tuition, provid-
ing $38,108 per student versus $13,400 
per in-state student.

The UCs Admissions Counselor

bigideaTH
E

A recent report by the state audi-
tor confirmed what California students 
have been saying for the past several 
years: The admission standards for Uni-
versity of California schools is rigged 
against them.

For the graduating Class of 2016, the 
UCs significantly reduced out-of-state 
applicants’ standards, thus accepting 
more out-of-state students than in previ-
ous years and rejecting record numbers 
of California residents, according to the 
report. 

Although concrete numerical stan-
dards have not been released, the re-
port’s statistics show that the average 
SAT score of accepted out-of-state stu-
dents this year is lower than that of most 
in-state students. 

Because these schools are funded 
mostly by California-residing students’ 
families and were originally created for 
California residents, this change in ad-
mittance rate is extremely unfair and 
motivated by money — out-of-state stu-
dents pay three times more than Califor-
nia residents to attend UC schools. 

According to the California audit re-

port released this year, the University of 
California system admitted 16,000 out-
of-state students who were significantly 
less qualified on “every academic score 
evaluated than the median scores for ad-
mitted residents.”

For these 16,000 students, their col-
lege admittance was dependent on their 
geographic location rather than academ-
ic merit. 

The entire point of having a Univer-
sity of California school system is to 
have elite universities in which capable 
California-residing students have a high 
chance of succeeding. These schools 
were created for California residents as 
an affordable alternative to private uni-
versities. 

Most families from California pay 
taxes that fund these schools, so it is not 
at all unfair for UCs to accept a larger 
proportion of California residents and 
have much higher standards for out-of-
state students. 

While in previous years, the scores of 
out-of-state applicants needed to be as 
good as those of the top half of admitted 
in-state students, these non-California 
applicants now only need to “compare 
favorably,” according to the report.

From the 2010-2011 school year until 
now, out-of-state enrollment has grown 
by 82 percent, according to The Mercury 
News. 

This striking number suggests an 
unfair reality. The more out-of-state stu-
dents who are accepted, the less Califor-
nia residents, whose parents have been 
funding these schools, can be accepted. 

The UCs may justify their different 
standards on years of  budget cuts and 
rising costs. Although it is reasonable 
to want more money for UC labs and 
activities, it is completely unreasonable 
to prioritize a need for money over Cal-
ifornia-residents’ rights to be prioritized 
over out-of-state students in terms of UC 
admittance. 

Having been caught red-handed on 
this unjust issue, the UCs have stated 
that they will attempt to increase the 
number of accepted California resident 
students in the next few years, accord-
ing to a report released by the UCs in 
response to the audit report. 

Although this presents a hopeful 
outlook for the future of California resi-
dents, it does not comfort current Cali-
fornia-residing seniors who were placed 
on a priority level lower than that given 

to out-of-state students. 
It is extremely important for the UC 

system to realize that no matter how 
important or urgent the financial as-
pects may be, California students’ needs 
should come first. u

UCs should maintain out-of-state standards 
BY NidhiJain

Altered admissions taints true altruism

What does it take to get into Harvard? 
Traditionally, a combination of high GPA, 
perfect or nearly perfect SAT scores and 
a plethora of research internships would 
give applicants a fair chance. 

However, as academic competition 
continues to rise with each class being 
more populated and accomplished than 
the last, more and more high school stu-
dents are being crushed under the stress-
ful pressures of the academic standards 
needed to be a strong candidate for ad-
missions to elite universities. 

In order to reduce academic pres-
sure and foster an emphasis on genuine 
care for one’s community, Harvard is at-
tempting to shift the focus of college ad-
missions from personal achievement to 
activism in one’s community, as outlined 
in its Graduate School of Education’s 
2016 report “Turning the Tide.” 

The report found that college admis-
sions have huge effects on their students’ 
attitudes and argued that colleges ought 
to value ethical engagement in order to 
create a kinder generation of graduates.

But while fostering ethical engage-
ment in students is a worthy cause, 
changes to college admissions guidelines 
won’t be a panacea against all of these 
ills. Instead of lowering student stress, 
the proposals of “Turning the Tide” may 

in fact shift competition from academic 
coursework to community service. 

With the new system, many students 
would compete for the most altruistic-
sounding volunteer opportunities. Con-
ceivably, students could take advantage 
of the hardships of those in need for the 
sake of college applications. Charity or-
ganizations could find themselves with 
a constant stream of untrained, undedi-
cated high school volunteers looking for 
easy volunteer hours instead of truly 
dedicated workers.

Although this influx of workers may 
benefit organizations in the short term, 
it is unsustainable. After getting into col-
lege, students with this mindset would 
likely quit and charities would continue 
to lack motivated volunteers who could 
take on leadership positions. 

Colleges would also find themselves 
with the nearly impossible task of dif-
ferentiating genuine care for a commu-
nity with volunteer work done just for 
the admissions process. After all, col-
leges cannot exactly quantify character, 
and would be hard-pressed to discern 
between activities geared toward a fa-
vorable image and those derived from 
genuine interest.

Harvard has also said that it will of-
fer ways for students to report how they 
help around their own households in or-
der to help underprivileged teens. 

Currently, many low-income fami-

lies rely on their kids to help around 
the house or work part time, leaving 
them with less time to volunteer and do 
school work. 

Harvard hopes its plan will allow 
students in such families to benefit their 
community in a way which will not sub-
tract from the family income.  

However, this system could be eas-
ily abused, as students could merely lie 
about the strenuous chores they com-
plete, or do them with a skewed motive 
in mind, defeating the purpose of truly 
assisting one’s family in the first place. 
Since the whole point of implementing 
“Turning the Tide” is to develop an in-
tention to help communities, allowing 
students to simply say that they have 
benefited communities for the sake of 

college trumps the whole intention.
And while the Harvard report hopes 

that its new ideas will serve as a mo-
mentous step in limiting what author 
Julie Lythcott-Haims coined a “checklist 
childhood” in her book, “How to Raise 
an Adult: Break Free of the Overparent-
ing Trap and Prepare Your Kid for Suc-
cess,” the college’s new mindset will 
only replace old items on the checklist, 
such as notable honors and awards, with 
items such as volunteering and charity 
work.

Instead of merely increasing the focus 
on volunteer work and community en-
gagement, colleges should also reduce 
the importance of AP classes by adopt-
ing the UC system policy of only giving 
grade bumps for two AP classes per se-
mester. 

Change can also start at the high 
school level with teachers decreasing 
test and homework based course-load in 
favor of projects aimed at helping soci-
ety, such as the English 10 social justice 
issues presentation in which students 
write and present an essay on a social 
justice issue of their choice. 

By emphasizing genuine care for soci-
ety at a local level and reducing the em-
phasis on AP courses, students are more 
likely to take part in activities that have 
personal meaning to them, rather than 
helping others solely for the goal of get-
ting into college. u

BY DivyaRallabandi
& AustinWang After all, colleges 

cannot exactly quantify 
character, and would be 
hard-pressed to discern 

between activities geared 
toward a favorable image 

and those derived from 
genuine interest.

HARVARD’S 2016 REPORT ‘TURNING THE TIDE’ CALLS FOR MISGUIDED REVOLUTION
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School IDs are scanned for many 
purposes: checking out books in the 
library, identification checks at school 
dances, receiving class textbooks and 
more. Recently, the school has intro-
duced a new program called the “5 
star system,” a scanning system for 
student ID cards which enables ASB, 
administrators and class officers to 
track student involvement in school 
activities. 

But it has also been tried as an in-
centive to increase school spirit and 
attendance at activities like rallies, 
something that even new scanners 
cannot change.  

Before the rally on March 25, stu-
dents were notified to bring their ID 
cards because the school would be 
scanning the cards of every student 
who attended. 

Leadership and ASB wanted to 
gather a headcount of attendees to 
determine which class was the most 
spirited. The hope was that by mak-
ing class spirit into a competition, 
more students would attend. 

However, when students arrived 
at the rally, most of them walked 
right through the doors without be-
ing scanned. 

Later during the rally, scanners 
were passed around to each class, 
but  many students still did not get 
accounted for in the end, leading to 
inaccurate headcounts. The experi-
ence showed the impracticality and 
ineffectiveness of the new system. 

 The fact of the matter is that many 
students are not motivated to attend 
rallies or to register their presence 
there when they do attend, regardless 

of the incentive of class points. The 
ID card system was doomed from the 
beginning since there are too many 
students to scan in too short of a time, 
resulting in a traffic jam at the doors 
and wasting precious time. 

In addition, some students will 
always choose to study or do home-
work rather than attend a rally. 

Suddenly implementing a sys-
tem to scan students at activities will 
not change the academic nature of 
the school or make the non-spirited 
suddenly full of school spirit. Fur-
thermore, having to carry around an 
ID card can often be a nuisance. As 
shown during the last rally, students 
are not accustomed to carrying their 
ID cards with them. 

Although students can check-in by 
saying their ID number, this causes 

even more congestion at the doors. 
Where do student IDs make sense? 

One spot is school dances; in this case, 
the ID cards are used for identification 
checks to ensure a safe and controlled 
environment, not to increase atten-
dance. At the Sadie Hawkins dance 
last month, scanning IDs facilitated a 
faster check-in process and made for 
a very efficient system.

 In the future, ASB and Leadership 
hope that they can eventually imple-
ment scanners to use once they plan a 
more productive process for scanning 
at rallies. 

They are also planning to use this 
system to track future ASB and class 
officer candidates’ student involve-
ment, a great way to monitor an im-
portant factor in future student coun-
cil members. 

For now, scanning IDs at rallies 
will not work. If greater school spirit 
is the objective, rallies should be built 
into the school day schedule while 
keeping tutorial, so that students can 
both relax and study. 

It will take a lot more than an elec-
tronic device to break the trend of 
many students not attending the ral-
lies and others simply not wanting to 
bother with carrying their IDs at ev-
ery moment. u
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Financial literacy should be taught in school

It happens all the time. College stu-
dents begin receiving offers for credit 
cards and begin going out to dinner 
every night, buying expensive clothes 
or taking trips with money they don’t 
have.

The result: thousands of dollars of 
credit-card debt at double-digit interest 
rates. In some cases, bankruptcy soon 
follows.

These kinds of financial follies could 
be avoided if young people were more 
educated about their money and the 
best way to give them this financial lit-
eracy is to implement financial literacy 
curriculum into high school classes.

Currently, the state does not require 
high schoolers to take a financial lit-
eracy class before they graduate. As 
a result, students graduate from high 
school without knowing how to pay 
bills, build good credit and avoid debt.

In WalletHub’s Most & Least Finan-
cially Literate report, the state of Cali-
fornia received a B-minus. Although 
California ranks 25th overall in the 
report, its knowledge and education 
ranks 45th out of the 50 states. 

This is no surprise. In a similar re-
port, the National Report Card on State 
Efforts to Improve Financial Literacy in 
High Schools, the Center for Financial 
Literacy gave each state a grade based 
on how many hours of personal finance 
instruction the state’s high schools’ 
provided — an A grade: 60 hours of in-
struction, a B grade: 15 or more hours, 

and so on. According to this report, 
only five states in the country received 
an A. California was one of 11 states 
to get an F, with “virtually no require-
ments for teaching financial literacy at 
the high school level.” 

Being financially literate may seem 
irrelevant to high schoolers, who are 
still overwhelmingly dependent on 
their parents. But high schoolers must 
remember that in a few years they’ll be 
in college, and after graduation, they’ll 
have to face the baffling tax return 
forms, health insurance questions and 
credit card bills on their own. 

For this reason, Saratoga should pro-

vide a financial literacy elective class or 
add it to a required class’s curriculum 
to bolster this aspect of education. This 
class could be a semester-long course, 
similar to the required financial literacy 
courses in schools in Utah, which was 
the only state to receive an A-plus in the 
report. 

Even a condensed curriculum with-
in a class like Economics would give 
students exposure to these unfamiliar 
financial topics.

As a high school, we pride ourselves 
knowing that our students are not only 
educated in Common Core, but also in 
common life skills. u

candidcaricatures
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Canvas works to simplify students’ lives

Naviance misrepresents admission standards
The mountain students must climb to 

attain the summit of their dream college 
seems to be getting steeper all the time. 
Every year, students are overwhelmed 
with stories of plummeting acceptance 
rates, increased competition and ex-
treme selectiveness at the most popular 
schools. 

The prospect of applying to college is 
a terrifying, daunting task that looms in 
the distance for high school juniors, and 
unfortunately, this fear is exacerbated by 
a resource that was designed to help al-
leviate it: Naviance. 

The guidance department uses Na-
viance as a college and career readiness 
site in order to track and organize stu-
dents’ post-graduation plans. It is cen-
tral to the college application process, 
with all scores, grades and resources 
compiled into one spot. But however 
efficient this may be for administrative 
purposes, Naviance has one flaw that 
negates many of its better qualities.

Under each college, Naviance proj-
ects the average statistics of students 
from Saratoga High who have been ac-

cepted into that school. It also compares 
a student’s grades, scores and GPA to 
these averages. While seemingly harm-
less, this feature of Naviance is actually 
quite an issue.

Naviance is pulling solely from Sara-
toga High graduates.  The statistics 
don’t give an accurate overall represen-
tation of a school’s admission standards. 
However, most 
students aren’t 
aware of this 
upward skew-
ing and instead 
simply see the 
almost impos-
sible standards 
depicted on the 
plot graph. 

In fact, many students are overquali-
fied for the schools that they are ac-
cepted to, with many simply applying 
for backup or safety. For the top schools, 
students with extremely high GPAs are 
often accepted, and this distorts the av-
erage so that it doesn’t show the students 
with lower GPAs who had gotten in. 

For example, according to Naviance, 
the average GPA of accepted students 

to Pomona College is a 4.34, which is 
extremely high for most students. How-
ever, according to Pomona’s admissions 
website, the average GPA rounds out to 
be a 4.08, a much more reasonable goal 
for most top students. 

Furthermore, according to the graph 
on Naviance, several students with GPAs 
below a 4.34 have gotten into the school. 

Having this statistic 
on Naviance may 
dissuade students 
from applying to 
schools that they 
are more suited for 
than they think, be-
cause they are com-
paring themselves 
to the unrealistic 

information being relayed. 
Adding to the problem, the statis-

tics shown on Naviance — GPA, SAT 
score, ACT score and PSAT score — are 
not representative of all the reasons for 
a student’s acceptance. Many schools 
favor students who have varied extra-
curriculars or unique talents, something 
that can’t be quantified in Naviance.

Furthermore, although admissions 

may be influenced by district or socio-
economic status, it is incorrect to assume 
that the entirety of admissions can be 
based on only one factor, such as an SAT 
math score. In fact, according to a 2015 
dissertation by Stanford graduate Sean 
Reardon, affirmative action or discrimi-
nation based on socioeconomic status is 
negligible and does not make any major 
impact in college admissions. College 
admissions is an extremely volatile field, 
and having statistics that only reflect 
one school may give students the wrong 
overall impression.

In order to rectify this, Naviance 
should display national statistics, rather 
than just those of Saratoga High stu-
dents. 

The site should not rely quite as much 
on self-reporting of scores, grades and 
GPA, which are often inflated or incor-
rect. Four said that they had reported an 
incorrect score or GPA to Naviance. 

Until Naviance can be properly cali-
brated to show real statistics, it should 
be understood that the statistics on the 
site are nothing more than somewhat in-
teresting numbers — but not ones that 
guarantee one outcome or another. u

BY SayaSivaram

Concert ticket prices skyrocket beyond reason

It was a Sunday night in my freshman 
year. I was immersed in my video game 
and had completely forgotten about the 
homework due on Monday. I tried to 
print out homework from my teachers’ 
websites, which I had to painstakingly 
find through the school’s. If one of my 
teacher’s websites was not there, I had to 
use my precious time asking my friends 
for help. 

This struggle lasted my whole fresh-
man year and it was something that I 
couldn’t stand. If only there was a way 
where all my teachers’ materials and in-
formation were in one place. 

This whole ordeal was fixed when 
the school introduced Canvas, a learn-
ing management system, to help teach-
ers organize their classes efficiently and 
allow students to view information such 
as grades, homework assignments, up-

coming tests and quizzes all on the same 
platform.

Next year, all teachers will be re-
quired to make the switch to Canvas for 
their grading. 

Because Canvas organizes individual 
teacher websites and grading into one 
multi-purpose platform, this change will 
help students to organize. 

Starting next year,  Aeries will only 
be the school’s attendance and student 
record-keeping system. 

Before Canvas was first offered at 
SHS, teachers had to create either their 
own websites or use the SHS website to 
upload worksheets or study guides for 
students to use. Students would then 
have to sift through different websites to 
find every one of their teacher’s materi-
als.

English teacher Natasha Ritchie pre-
fers Canvas because before, she had to 
pay for her own website for students to 

obtain information. But with Canvas, she 
is able to do all the same functions that 
she had on her previous website, along 
with having  additional features such as 
the calendar system. She thought  about 
adapting the grading system within 
Canvas, but “the system was really bug-
gy and it became an extra layer that [she] 
didn’t want to deal with.”

Teachers can also post messages to 
students, notifying them of test date 
changes or homework modifications. 
Students can change their notifica-
tion settings to receive these messages 
through email and even social mediums 
like Facebook, which enables students 
to better organize themselves. This can 
help remind students of any assign-
ments so that they won’t fall behind in 
their classes. 

Aside from posting messages, teach-
ers can utilize the calendar on Canvas 
to schedule test dates and due dates for 

students to see. Students can schedule 
their own plans on the Canvas calendar 
as well, which can become extremely 
useful for students who need to improve 
their time-management.

Some teachers may still be wary 
about switching to Canvas since they 
have not yet become acclimated to using 
the website. 

However, teachers will be able to 
learn from other teachers who have 
started using Canvas full-time this year, 
and the growing pains will be worth the 
organizational benefits. 

The full implementation of Canvas 
will increase the ease of organization for 
teachers to present and post information 
to their students. 

Once Canvas was introduced in my 
sophomore year, I was relieved that I 
did not have to waste my time looking 
everywhere for the homework that I so 
desperately needed to complete. u

BY DavidFan

The statistics don’t give 
an accurate overall 
representation of a 
school’s admission 

standards

BY CaitlinJu

My first reaction to Beyoncé’s Feb. 7 
announcement of her Formation World 
Tour was to try to grab tickets for her 
May 16 concert at Levi’s Stadium. Hav-
ing bought the tickets the first day they 
were available exclusively to American 
Express members, I was stunned the 
price was still $250 per ticket for the sec-
ond main ring. 

If you want to have a ticket in the row 
closest to Queen Bey, it will cost you al-
most $1,000, and if the performance sells 
out quickly, resale tickets only add to the 
cost. According to marketplace ScoreBig.
com, the average summer 2015 concert 
ticket costs almost $200.

Many students who have gone to 
concerts in popular locations, such as 
Shoreline Amphitheater in Mountain 
View and Graham Civic Center in San 
Francisco, have seen concert ticket prices 
skyrocket in the past few years.

The exorbitant increase in concert 
ticket prices is partly because of the 
growing popularity of live streaming 
services like Spotify and Tidal. In re-
sponse, businesses have taken over art-
ists’ choices by controlling ticket prices 
and raising them to the point that true 
fans are now unable to enjoy the artists’ 

music. Therefore, artists should make 
a more active effort to stabilize concert 
ticket prices. 

Since concerts are the major income 
source for many musicians, singers like 
Beyoncé, Adele and Taylor Swift are do-
ing the wrong thing by keeping their 
recent albums off streaming services to 
increase ticket sales for their live perfor-
mances. Fans who cannot afford to buy 
their expensive concert tickets must in-
stead watch the limited number of music 
videos on YouTube, buy the songs from 
iTunes — both generating less income — 
or illegally download the songs. Other 
singers wait until their tours are over to 
release their music, a slap in the 
face to their fans. 

The origin 
of the concert 
ticket price 
i n c r e a s e , 
h o w e v e r , 
is much 
earlier than 
when mu-
sic stream-
ing services peaked in 
popularity. According 
to ABC News, in 1999, 
artists adopted the 
tiered system of ticket 

pricing, which means higher costs for 
closer seats; in just that year, concert 
prices rose by 18 percent. 

This tiered system is logical, but the 
prices should not be as extreme as they 
currently are.

Large organizations like Clear Chan-
nel Communications have taken over a 
significant share of the concert tour mar-
ket, according to Forbes, demonstrating 
that these concerts have become more 
of a business than an avenue for artists 
to showcase their new songs. Concerts 
have become too economically divided, 
with people willing to drop the most 
money sitting closest to the singers and 

people with the cheapest tickets 
sitting far away. 

With the 
higher pric-
es, fans are 
forced to be 
more selec-
tive when 
c h o o s i n g 

concerts they 
wish to spend 

their money on. 
Gone are the days when 
concerts were opportu-
nities for people to just 
explore new music or 

easy entertainment.
 It is increasingly frustrating that it 

now takes months of preparation to wait 
to be the first to buy concert tickets that 
sometimes, as in the case of the many 
disappointed Adele fans, many exit the 
Ticketmaster empty-handed when entire 
concerts are sold out within the first few 
minutes. The tickets are quickly gobbled 
up by people.

Just having songs exclusively on live 
streaming services is financially unsus-
tainable, but attending concerts should 
not require emptying your bank account. 

What is obvious is the monetary in-
centive behind the rise in concert ticket 
prices and the evidence of a dangerous, 
growing reliance artists have on concerts 
that will only result in higher concert 
ticket prices. 

In hopes of selling their high-priced 
concert tickets, artists withhold their 
music from streaming services until they 
are sure their income is secure. So when I 
searched for Beyoncé’s new hit “Forma-
tion” on Spotify and did not find it, I was 
disappointed but not surprised. 

Concert ticket prices have surpassed 
reason, and it is time artists take control 
and lower them. 

Either that or those of us who love 
their music should stop going. u
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The day before my first real cooking 
experience, I had claimed a coupon at 
Chipotle for a free bag of chips and a 
side of guacamole. The thick green gua-
camole was delicious, a perfect combi-
nation of creaminess and saltiness.

When it comes to cooking, the most 
I’d ever done was to chop up a few on-
ions or slice tomatoes for my mom, who 
did the actual cooking. 

Other than doing busy work or mak-
ing cup noodles, which I recently dis-
covered doesn’t count as cooking, I 
had never cooked a real meal by myself 
before. When I was at Chipotle, I had 
no complaints because the guacamole 
didn’t cost me a penny, but I realized 
afterward that I would normally never 
pay the extra $2 for such a small portion. 
So to avoid the extra cost, I attempted to 
make some on my own.

My goal was to replicate Chipotle’s 
oh-so-tasty guacamole recipe. Luckily, 
the chain has uploaded the recipe to its 
website, so at that point, I knew all the 
necessary ingredients.

One Sunday night, I went down to 
the kitchen at 7 p.m. and asked my mom, 
who was already busy cooking steaks, if 
I could cook something of my own. She 
agreed to supply me with the few ingre-
dients that I needed: avocados, onions, 
lemons and cilantro.

I set one rule for myself, which was 
that I couldn’t ask anyone for help. But 
as soon as my mom left, I realized I al-
ready had a problem: How could I get 
the soft avocado out of its hard, bumpy 
skin?

Looking for a solution, I went on-
line and found a cooking blog called 
“Culinary Hill,” whose instructions 
guided me through most of the recipe. 
To remove the insides of the avocado, I 
cut the fruit in half and watched as the 
brown pit slid right out.

Then came the other ingredients: on-
ions, lime juice and cilantro. Precise cut-
ting was needed for the onions, since the 
pieces were supposed to be extremely 
small. 

For the lime juice, I substituted lem-
ons instead, simply squeezing the juice 
into the bowl and throwing the rest of 
the lemon away.

Right as I thought everything was go-
ing quite smoothly,  I ran into a major 
problem — I couldn’t find the salt. 

I was forced to rummage through the 
kitchen and food supplies for nearly 20 
minutes.

After adding the salt, I realized that 
my guacamole looked watery and 
messy. The end result tasted nothing like 
Chipotle’s — it was a sour, unappetizing 
concoction.  Either I did something very 
wrong, or the recipe was a bad one. My 
guess: The problem was the cook.

Nonetheless, the experience gave me 
insight on how difficult preparing daily 
meals really can be. 

Although I do enjoy a challenge every 
once in awhile, cooking is one that will 
take time and practice to master. u

Roland Shen

they see 
me rolland

Nine dollars for a bottle of juice is 
unreasonable. So after the new Pressed 
Juicery store opened in Santana Row 
about a year ago and hype about healthy 
juices took over social media, we decid-
ed to make some ourselves. 

When spring break started, we met at 
Elizabeth’s house to begin our mission. 
At first, we did not think making a sim-
ple juice from veg-
etables and fruits 
could be so diffi-
cult, but of course, 
the task was easier 
said than done.  

After scrolling 
and scouring the 
Pressed Juicery 
website, we real-
ized that there were some strange juices 
out there (such as chlorophyll and h2o), 
and we had the ingredients for two types 
of juice. But we were soon confused 
about what we would use to make these 
pulpless juices — a blender, a strainer or 
just our hands?

After Googling our options, we 
settled on blending the ingredients to-
gether and then straining the pulp and 
fiber so that the juices would resemble 
the ones sold. We chose to make two dif-
ferent juices — one with grapefruit and 

mint, called “citrus 3,” and the other a 
mix of apples, cucumbers, ginger and 
various greens like kale, spinach, lettuce 
and romaine, similar to the “greens” 
smoothies.

We set up paper plates as cutting 
boards. After spending 10 minutes try-
ing to figure out how the blenders 
worked, we decided to eyeball the in-
gredients and throw them straight in 
the blender. The grapefruit juice smelled 
delightfully fresh and was a pretty pink 
color, while the “green juice” was an un-
appetizing sludge, reminding us of the 
filthy algae on the walls of the dirty fish 
tank in “Finding Nemo.” 

We added cups and cups of water 
until the vegetables 
would blend. But, 
we were shocked 
when the vegetables 
only made about a 
cup of juice. 

So we frantically 
added in all of the 
vegetables we had 
left, throwing in 

some ginger and apple slices for taste.
Then we had to push the sludge 

through mesh strainers.  This was a te-
dious process that caused pieces of fiber 
to get everywhere, including our clothes, 
the counter and even a chair. 

After we diluted the thick smoothies 
with water, the liquid looked more like 
juice. We felt good about the result, since 
the somewhat uniform pale color resem-
bled the juices sold at Pressed Juicery, al-
though ours had the strong, unpleasant 
odor of ginger. 

We were both apprehensive to try 
these drinks: pressed juices are more 
about being healthy and taking photos 
for Instagram, and usually aren’t that 
delicious to begin with. Judging by the 
number of vegetables we threw into the 
blender without any sweetener, we hesi-
tated to give it a taste.

To make our creations look more ap-
pealing, we poured the watered-down 
liquid into glass cups, decorating the 
grapefruit glasses with mint leaves. Of 
course, we had to Snapchat our creations 
to show our friends how amazingly tal-
ented we are at DIYs. Reluctantly, we 
took a sip of the juices and immediately 
gagged at the bitter taste. 

The grapefruit and mint juice was ex-
tremely bitter and tangy as we forgot to 
remove the pit from the grapefruit. The 
green juice was refreshing at first, but 

the grainy spinach particles that made 
it through the strainer and the strong 
aftertaste of spicy ginger lingered in our 
mouths.

Despite our efforts in trying to rec-
reate these pressed juices, we were left 
with four glasses of juice that were basi-
cally inedible. 

Even Elizabeth’s younger sister po-
litely told us that the juice was disgust-
ing. 

We used about eight cups of fruits 
and veggies, but these materials all went 
to waste when we decided to pour our 
creations down the drain.

We decided that we might as well 
just go buy the $9 juices to save us the 
trouble of going through the clumsy 
process. After all, who doesn’t want an 
Instagram-worthy and healthy juice in 
nice packaging? u

Reporters strain to make pressed juice

Cooking a meal? You’ve 
guac to be kidding me
A BEGINNER’S GUIDE TO COOKING

Elizabeth Lee and Katherine Zhou

broccolee & 
zhoucchini

Reluctantly, we took 
a sip of the juices and 
immediately gagged at 

the bitter taste.

FALCON // KATHERINE ZHOU

Left: Sophomores strain the pulp after 
blending their ingredients together.
Top: Pictured are “Citrus 3” and “Greens,” 
garnished and poured into fancy glasses.
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School offers balance between 
academics and entertainment

Stepping on stage during a night re-
hearsal, class of 2015 alumna Natalie 
Miller looked around and registered ev-
erything that has happened thus far in her 
freshman year at the American Musical 
and Dramatic Academy (AMDA) located 
in Hollywood. 

Miller, a drama star at Saratoga High 
who played Eponine in the “Les 
Miserables” production in 2014, 
has gained a role in her college’s 
production, “Columbine,” based 
on the 1999 Columbine High 
School shooting massacre that oc-
curred in Colorado. 

Rehearsing her lines, Miller 
dreams of the show making it to 
Broadway, since many Broadway 
shows started in small colleges 
and workshops like this one. Even 
being on the original cast, Miller said, 
makes her feel incredibly lucky.

“‘Columbine’ is the most significant 
performance I've done so far just because 
the topic of the show is controversial and 
needs to be talked about,” Miller said. “I 
think it is such an important show that 
should have been seen by the world years 
ago.”

Columbine was developed and has 
been rehearsed since last fall. A small col-
lege with around 1,200 students, AMDA 

focuses on enhancing students’ acting 
abilities and preparing them for the film 
industry with prestigious performing arts 
degrees.

 She has been exposed to the new and 
exciting aspects of college, like meeting the 
creative and outgoing people of AMDA 
and living in the school-owned apartment 
buildings. Balancing out the fun, Miller’s 
college experience includes an intense 

course and workload with little 
room between her daytime and 
nighttime performing classes to 
take a break. 

Currently, Miller is concentrat-
ing on her musical theater classes, 
which include acting, singing, 
dance and movement, and the his-
tory of musical theater. Five days 
a week, Miller heads to a 3-hour 
night rehearsal after class for the 
two school productions she is in-

volved in. 
Not only does Miller devote nearly all 

her time and energy to courses and school 
productions, but faculty and advisers also 
take their jobs seriously. According to Mill-
er, the teachers there “train [students] for 
the real world, which means they will be 
rudely honest [the way] the industry will 
treat [actors].”

AMDA teachers help students grow 
“thick skins” and teach students to take 
criticism as advice and to always be on 

time. Miller said that AMDA has a no-late 
policy, so if a student is even a minute late, 
the teacher will have already locked the 
door and will not let the student into class.

“AMDA does not take excuses and 
[does] not want to hear your sob story,” 
Miller said. “It is extremely strict and an-
noying, but it is great training for us.”

Students attending AMDA are expect-
ed to complete performance-based as-
signments, such as learning a song in one 
night and figuring out the thought process 
needed to perform a scene.

“Each individual class does not assign 
too much homework, but each task re-
quires a lot of focus and time to complete,” 
Miller said. “However, I love performing, 
so to me, it's not homework. It's just fun.”

Apart from the intensity of AMDA, 
Miller enjoys the social life of Hollywood, 
especially dancing at clubs and shopping 
at The Hollywood Bowl amphitheater.

She admits that the city life is more suit-
able for her than small-town Saratoga, but 
she still misses her family. 

Once Miller graduates, she will begin 
auditioning for any role she can grab to get 
her name out in the industry.

So far, she is happy with her decision to 
attend AMDA.

“Everyone I have met is so friendly and 
supportive of each other, which is nice be-
cause intense programs can get competi-
tive between students,” Miller said. u

Looking at the bare walls of his suite at 
Washington University in St. Louis, Class 
of 2015 alumnus Ethan Ngai took out his 
2-foot long “Star Wars” poster to put up. As 
Ngai’s roommate walked by and caught a 
glimpse of the poster, he excitedly began 
to list all 200 characters featured in the film 
series, even ones that Ngai had not 
known. From this moment, Ngai 
knew that he was going to fit in at 
his new school quite well.

Ngai is majoring in economics 
and strategy as well as history. Al-
though living far away from home 
and in a completely new environ-
ment, Ngai said the atmosphere of 
the school isn’t that different from 
here.

“It’s the same [in that] everyone 
is academically focused, but it’s college, so 
there is definitely stuff to do,” Ngai said. 
“It’s been a lot of fun, [and I’ve] learned 
a lot and [have] met a lot of interesting 
people.” 

For Ngai, the biggest change was hav-
ing to adjust to the mid-size population 
of about 7,000 students. Around campus, 

Ngai often runs into familiar faces, and he 
said that class sizes are often small. 

“For example, my class last semester 
on Late Ottoman History had only six stu-
dents, and [my professor] would know ex-
actly when you missed class,” Ngai said. 

Unlike California’s weather, which is 
mostly sunny year-round, Ngai said that 
Missouri’s weather has been an entirely 

new experience.
“You have 30-degree tempera-

ture ranges in a day, snow and 
70-degree weather in a week and 
then back again,” Ngai said. “It’s 
all very weird, but the bright side 
is that miserable weather never 
stays that way, so we all just dress 
in layers.”

The food offered is one part of 
the school that Ngai has enjoyed, 
since he had not expected the va-

riety of ethnic restaurants both on and off 
campus. According to Ngai, the campus 
offers a variety of foods ranging from Thai 
to American that are often within walking 
distance.

With the variety of classes at his school, 
Ngai has been able to meet students and 
staff of all different backgrounds during 

his first year at Washington University.
“I’ve had a professor who authored the 

constitution of Afghanistan and a profes-
sor who went to Harvard at [age] 15,” 
Ngai said. “They’re generally all pretty 
great professors to learn from.” 

Nevertheless, Ngai occasionally still 
finds it difficult to manage his time and to 
stay on schedule due to the freedom given 
to students. 

Although he only has four hours of 
class a day, Ngai has to keep track of his 
activities, studying, office house and 
group meetings.

Among the variety of student organiza-
tions offered at WashU, Ngai has joined 
Model United Nations (MUN), Hong 
Kong Student Association and Congress 
of the South 40, a residential life govern-
ment. Joining these groups has helped him 
meet new students with whom he shares 
similar interests. 

“For current seniors, I would say to take 
it easy, enjoy your time and try something 
you’ve always wanted to do in college,” 
said Ngai. “My experience at WashU has 
been really amazing and I’ve met such 
amazing people through joining activities 
that interest me.” u

BY JennyQian

Ngai

GRAPHICS BY ANGELA LEE, OLIVIA LU AND CHARIN PARK

2015 alumnus finds university to be a 
good fit, a new ‘home away from home’

Class of 2015 alumna Mounika Naray-
anan stood in Wilson Plaza in the Univer-
sity of California, Los Angeles (UCLA) 
campus, surrounded by thousands of fel-
low students screaming at the top of their 
lungs at a football pep rally and bonfire on 
Nov. 24.

 Narayanan, enveloped in a 
hyped crowd, felt an unprec-
edented sense of Bruin pride 
welling in her chest. She said 
her first year at UCLA has al-
ready made her feel like an en-
tirely different person.

“The entire [college] atmo-
sphere itself, from living in the 
dorms to being in a new city, is 
very different,” Narayanan said. 
“It’s just an interesting culture to be living 
in and working with people mostly 18 to 22 
[years old].”

Living in Los Angeles, Narayanan can 
barely contain her excitement to explore 
the city. However, she has had to find a fit-
ting balance between rigorous school work 
and relaxation time.

“I still have yet to do The Hollywood 
Sign hike, see the Hollywood Walk of 
Fame, the LA County Museum of Art and 
other museums,” Narayanan said.

Though she can’t do all the sightseeing 
she would like, Narayanan said that the 
sheer number of clubs on campus provides 

an environment in which people can ex-
pand interests by interacting with students 
who share the same passions. 

A former member of the Indian Cultural 
Awareness Club (ICAC) and Toga Tama-
sha, Narayanan tried out for Bruin Bhangra 
and UCLA Nashaa, making both dance 
teams. However, she ultimately decided 

not to join either.
Instead of pursuing dance, 

Narayanan found a better fit 
with the Student Alumni Asso-
ciation and Society of Women 
Engineers. But despite the nu-
merous exciting opportunities 
at UCLA, she still finds herself 
missing home sometimes. 

“I miss the close relationships 
I had with teachers and some-
times I miss the feeling of know-

ing almost everyone in school,” Narayanan 
said. “At times, I also miss how gorgeous 
and green Saratoga itself is, its hikes and 
views and the quietness and space you get 
from being at home.”

Narayanan advises future UCLA at-
tendees to be prepared for an entirely dif-
ferent atmosphere.

“Going to UCLA might take a hit to your 
self-esteem because you are going to school 
with the best of the best,” Narayanan said. 
“But it is all about coming out of these situ-
ations and bettering yourself. Enjoy these 
four years because you are going to grow 
so much and [will] find yourself.” u

Alumna adapts to campus culture
BY NeeharThumaty

Narayanan

Alumna takes on Hollywood life at college

BY JayKim

As a business major at the Leonard N. 
Stern School of Business at New York Uni-
versity (NYU), class of 2015 alumna Jenni-
fer Kim lives in an environment filled with 
both entertainment and rigor. 

Kim typically spends her day in finance 
and computer science classes. Living in 
perhaps the most vibrant city in 
the U.S., she often finds herself at 
events at the Top of the Rock at the 
Rockefeller Center, a sightseeing 
attraction in New York, or at some 
of her favorite Italian restaurants 
like San Marzano. 

On Fridays, when she doesn’t 
have class, Kim works at her in-
ternship at Neurensic, a financial 
technology startup that uses artifi-
cial intelligence to prevent market 
manipulation. On other days, she hangs 
out in her dorm room and binge-watches 
her favorite Netflix TV show, “House of 
Cards.”

Aside from academics, socializing is a 
crucial part of the college experience, Kim 
said. She advises incoming NYU students 
to “be willing to meet anyone and anything 
for at least the first semester and keep an 
open mind.”

Like most college freshmen, Kim initial-

ly struggled with  nurturing close relation-
ships with her peers. 

“Since NYU doesn’t have a campus, 
it’s hard to see people,” Kim said. “I had a 
good group of friends because of my ma-
jor. [We] created a community, as we all 
had a class together last semester.”

Contrary to expectations, Kim said that 
NYU’s workload is relatively similar to 

that of SHS, but because there are 
so many activities, students some-
times forget about schoolwork. 

“There are so many [extracur-
riculars] to get involved in, both 
on and off campus,” Kim said. 
“Depending on the day, I either 
go volunteer at the Mountaintop 
Program in Brooklyn that teaches 
high schoolers entrepreneurship, 
attend a Management Consulting 
Group Casing Bootcamp, have a 

lecture class or go to an event [hosted by] 
the school.”

Choosing to attend NYU has proven 
successful for Kim: The location provides 
a great balance between quality education, 
entertainment and tight-knit communities. 

“NYU wants people who can think on 
a global scale,” she said. “Think of what 
characteristics you would want to have in 
the future. Do things that will build you up 
to that person you want to be.” u

Kim

BY JuliaMiller
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In-brief:

Population Size:
24,985 undergraduates

Best part of university:
Location gives balance 
between academics and 
extracurriculars.

Biggest difference:
Having to maintain close 
groups of friends without 
a common campus

NYU

Population Size:
30,000 undergraduates

Best part of university:
Sightseeing and large 
number of school clubs

Biggest difference:
Atmosphere and 
relationships with peers

In-brief:
UCLA

Population Size:
449 undergraduates

Best part of university:
Social life of Hollywood 
and intense rigor 
designed to help 
students prepare for the 
real world 

Biggest difference:
Extremely strict, treated 
as professionals

In-brief:

AMDA

Population Size:
7,401 undergraduates

Best part of university:
Variety of restaurants in 
close proximity, getting 
to know a diverse group 
of people 

Biggest difference:
Mid-size population, 
weather

In-brief:
WashU
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IS EDUTAINMENT BENEFICIAL 
OR A WASTE OF TIME?

“Actually, the TSA doesn’t protect 
us from terrorist attacks,” CollegeHu-
mor comedian Adam said from my 
laptop screen.

“Isn’t this so cool?” I asked my 
friend as she stared blankly at her 
phone. After days of talking about the 
show I had just discovered, “Adam 
Ruins Everything,” she grudgingly 
gave in to my demands, and I made 
sure to replay the beginning of the 
video until she paid attention.

Like the other millions of view-
ers who keep up with these fasci-
nating videos, I 
enjoy watching 
“educat ional” 
videos on You-
Tube to increase 
my knowledge. 
I subscribe to 
YouTube chan-
nels like TED, 
Vsauce, AsapSCIENCE, SmarterEv-
eryDay, Veritasium and SciShow to 
keep up on uncommon topics that 
pique my curiosity. For example, I can 
spend hours watching videos from 
“Adam Knows Everything,” a You-
Tube show designed to shock viewers 
with interesting explanations on how 
the world truly works, with videos 
ranging from “Why your credit card 
is not secure” to “Why Lie Detectors 
Don’t Detect Lies.”

Although some people may be-
lieve that I’m wasting my time by 
religiously watching these videos, 
knowing strange facts can often be a 
conversation starter.

 Besides, I’d rather learn seem-
ingly useless information than keep 
up with what Kim Kardashian had 
for lunch. 

With the intriguing titles, like “Are 
We Ready For Aliens?” and purpose-

fully shocking thumbnails, it’s hard 
to stay away from these addicting 
videos. Whenever I have an upcom-
ing Chemistry Honors test, I look up 
a CrashCourse video by YouTuber 
Hank Green to review the topic and 
then find myself watching five more 
related videos. I am unable to resist 
the interesting breakdown of diffi-
cult topics accompanied by colorful 
graphics and Green’s quirky humor.

As my generation spends much of 
its time online anyway, it makes sense 
for education to move in the same di-
rection. 

Educational websites like Khan 
Academy, which 
teach students 
through videos, 
are so popular be-
cause they explain 
complex topics in 
simple ways. 

Viewers can 
also establish their 

own comfortable learning pace. 
As YouTube videos stray from ev-

eryday topics that you learn at school, 
the line between education and enter-
tainment, however, becomes blurred. 

They condense information in vi-
sually interesting videos that quickly 
summarize concepts to make a huge 
range of topics readily accessible. 

No, you may not need to know 
how who owns the moon, but if you 
go onto VSauce’s channel you can 
learn about the topic in an interesting 
format.

If you have a couple of minutes to 
spare or have been staring blankly for 
hours at “Tasty” videos on Facebook, 
I suggest watching an interesting ed-
ucational video or two on YouTube. 

You might surprise people with 
the knowledge you gain, whether it’s 
about spherical mirrors, gluten or the 
reason for yawning. u

“Bill, Bill, Bill, Bill, Bill Nye the Sci-
ence Guy!” 

Nearly every American student who 
has attended public school can recog-
nize the opening song for the iconic TV 
show, “Bill Nye the Science Guy.” 

The days in elementary and middle 
school, when science teachers played 
episodes to give students a break from 
notes, have long since passed, but the 
catchy song still stays close to many stu-
dents’ hearts.

In each episode of “Bill Nye the Sci-
ence Guy,” which began airing in 1993 
on PBS Kids, host Nye teaches a scientif-
ic topic, ranging anywhere from gravity 
to rain patterns. 

The show weaves in comical elements 
such as strange sound effects and crazy 
body movement for entertainment.

Each episode can be broken down 
into several parts. The first segment, 
“Nifty Home Experiments,” features ex-
periments that can be tried at home with 
everyday materials. 

Following are other individual seg-
ments, such as “Did you know that …” 
in which Nye gives strange facts, and  

“Consider the following,” in which 
Nye performs mini experiments. 

These short yet information-packed 
segments make the show more digest-
ible for young audiences.

However, for all of the show’s efforts 
to make science more interesting through 
comedy, it is still lacking in some areas. 
Unlike today’s comedy shows, Nye’s 
humor doesn’t stimulate uncontrollable 
laughter. 

His crazy actions and sound effects 
might seem funny, but neither compares 
to the sophisticated jokes of other popu-
lar shows.

In an episode on outer space, the show 
speeds up with Nye  walking away from 
the camera in an exaggerated, fast-paced 
footsteps. 

Maybe it’s funny to watch Bill run in 
two times speed, but when it’s repeated 
six times it can get pretty redundant.

In addition to the old-fashioned com-
edy, there is also a generation gap that is 
becoming more defined as the time goes 
by. 

For instance, in the episode on atoms, 
Bill Nye used a model of the atom where 
electrons orbit singularly around the 
nucleus. 

However, as we all know now, elec-
trons actually have quantum properties, 
allowing them to be in different places 
at the same time, forcing scientists to 

change the atomic model to 
use electron clouds.

While perhaps not as 
applicable today due to 
outdated comedic allu-
sions and information, 
“Bill Nye the Science 
Guy” provides an op-
portunity for students to 
learn through easily di-

gestible and quirky lessons, 
while taking a break from the 
typical, monotonous, boring 
lectures. u

YouTube provides quick info 

for those with short attention 
BY KatherineZhou

Iconic Bill Nye series proves 
to be comical yet outdated  
BY FrederickKim

“I have no pride for you who ruined 
everything my revolution was doing to 
stop the Bourgeoisie. I fought the bond-
age of classes, the proletariat masses.”

At first, a listener may think that these 
lyrics belong to some random popular 
video popped onto their YouTube feed. 
In reality, these words were spoken by 
an actor playing Vladimir Lenin, a Rus-
sian Communist revolutionist, in the rap 
battle video Grigori Rasputin vs. Joseph 
Stalin from the YouTube channel Epic 
Rap Battles of History (ERB).

Started in 2010 by YouTuber Nice 
Peter, ERB has become a YouTube sen-
sation with over 13 million subscribers. 
Each video spotlights two iconic cultural 
figures in a rap battle. 

So far, the show has had four seasons 
and continues to offer fresh, entertain-
ing content. Some of the channel’s most 
popular rap battles include Darth Vader 
vs. Adolf Hitler, with over 90 million 
views, and Barack Obama vs. Mitt Rom-

ney, with close to 120 million views.  
After four successful seasons, the 

producers are planning to return with 
a fifth season, which is projected to pre-
miere on May 2. Fans can suggest and 
vote for rap battles that they want to see 
in the upcoming season. Some of the 
suggested battles 
include pitting the 
2016 presidential 
candidates against 
one another and 
Ulysses S. Grant vs. 
Captain America.

Most of the ERB 
videos incorpo-
rate little historical 
knowledge and focus instead on clever 
quips. For instance, the rap battle with 
Renaissance artists Michelangelo, Do-
natello, Raphael and Leonardo da Vinci 
vs. The Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles 
showcases comedic lines, such as when 
the artist Donatello raps, “Hard shell, 
but you’re gross in the middle. Wouldn’t 
want to touch you with a 6-foot chisel!” 

However, some videos do provide 
insight into historical figures through 
the rap lyrics. According to junior His-
tory Bowl captain Bryant Chang the rap 
battle between Grigori Rasputin, an in-
fluential Russian mystic, and Joseph Sta-
lin, the notorious Soviet dictator, is one 

of the few educa-
tional ERB rap bat-
tles, since the lyrics 
“incorporate actual 
facts into the rap.”

During one of 
Chang’s favor-
ite parts from the 
video, Vladimir Pu-
tin appears while 

rapping, “Blow it up like a tuba while 
I’m balling in Cuba. Doing judo moves 
and schooling every communist cyka.” 
These catchy phrases not only educate 
viewers, since the Soviets were allies 
with Cuba, but also entertain through 
with comedy.

ERB’s most viewed video, a satire of 
the 2012 presidential race between Re-

publican Mitt Romney and Democratic 
incumbent Barack Obama, achieves 
this balance between education and 
entertainment. Both banter with each 
other, with Romney spewing, “You’re 
all Barack and no bite, with no change 
and we’re all still hoping” and Obama 
returning, “So rich and white it’s like I’m 
running against a cheesecake!” 

These lines and many other ones 
throughout the rap are the reason the 
video has garnered over 100 million 
views.

Chang also said that the song includes 
topics that he is familiar with, including 
Guantanamo Bay, unemployment and 
the stimulus package. 

As the new season of ERB nears, 
Chang hopes its creators keep working 
to put out more entertaining and educa-
tional videos.

“Most YouTube videos do not offer 
content that combines history and en-
tertainment,” Chang said. “Epic Rap 
Battles of History is one of the few series 
that accomplishes this ceaselessly.” u

Epic Rap Battles make history memorable
BY DavidFan

Most ERB videos 
incorporate little 

historical knowledge and 
focus on clever quips.
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‘Jungle Book’ remake meets high expectations
“The Jungle Book” shines brightly on 

the silver screen and all the animals be-
come quiet except for the ranting Mow-
gli the man-cub. 

I stop eating my popcorn in anticipa-
tion of what will happen next. Suddenly, 
Shere Khan, the man-hating tiger, jumps 
out of the high grass to catch Mowgli, 
stifling a scream from a nearby girl. 

Following Disney’s trend of convert-
ing animated classics into live action 
movies, the industry recently released 
“The Jungle Book” in theatres on April 
15, bringing the 1967 animation back to 
life.

Before indulging in the new movie, I 
decided to watch the old animated ver-
sion, made nearly 50 years ago. I found 
the old movie to be quite intriguing with 

its comical aspects and classic, catchy 
sing-along songs, such as “The Bare Ne-
cessities” and “I Wanna Be Like You.” 

The general storyline, based off Ru-
dyard Kipling’s old Indian tale, follows 
Mowgli, who is abandoned at birth and 
adopted by the 
wolf pack in the 
jungle. 

Mowgli lives 
happily until 
Shere Khan re-
turns to the jun-
gle and tries to 
hunt him down.

One of the 
movie’s significant strengths is its visual 
imagery: Viewers can see how far tech-
nological innovation has advanced from 
the fur and movement.  

Everything from the animals to the 

background looks extremely realistic, 
making the animals appear smooth and 
natural. 

After watching the trailer, I noticed 
several similarities with the old anima-
tion, such as the storyline and humor. 

However, the tone 
of the film changed 
completely; the dra-
matic music and 
violent battle scenes 
made the remake 
seem more sinister 
than the animation.

Besides the sing-
alongs, the new ren-

dition is suspenseful and action-packed.
Although it didn’t include the same 

ending and the scene with the vultures, 
the movie surpassed my expectations. 

The new film didn’t stray too far from 

the original story, and many aspects of 
the original animation were incorporat-
ed to create a nostalgic feel. 

The graphics were top-notch and the 
soundtrack established the dark tone 
very well.

This intense movie will 
definitely appeal to a wide 
audience, from small 
children to teenagers to 
adults. 

The remake of “The 
Jungle Book” defi-
nitely did not dis-
appoint, as Disney 
pushed the lim-
its of computer 
graphics and 
created a dramat-
ic tone to capture 
the audience. u

BY FrederickKim

Netflix customers miffed by sudden video removals

Sophomore Nguyen Do dropped his 
backpack on the floor the moment he 
arrived home from track practice two 
months ago, anxious to finish “Rocky 
II,” the movie he had started the week-
end before. But as he turned on his TV 
and booted up Netflix, his expression 
morphed from pure excitement to con-
fusion and disappointment. The film 
had completely disappeared from the 
streaming service’s library.

Content streaming services like Net-
flix and Amazon Instant Video have be-
come a staple of modern life, with over 
100 million people using them to watch 
their favorite movies and TV shows on 

demand. Yet these streaming services 
suffer from a huge flaw. According to a 
Netflix fan site, more than 60 movies and 
TV 

shows are abruptly removed for in-
definite periods of time each month, 
leaving countless customers dissatisfied.

Most users aren’t aware of how these 
companies function. Streaming services 
gain rights to their content by signing 
contracts with the original producers of 
movies or TV shows. 

These contracts, however, eventually 
expire, forcing companies to remove the 
content from their streaming libraries. 
Subscribers are then forced to pay an 
additional “rental fee” of $4 to view the 
content again. 

Junior Anna Zhou became dissatis-
fied with her Netflix subscription when 
all of her favorite Disney Channel shows, 
such as “Wizards of Waverly Place” and 
“The Suite Life of Zack and Cody,” were 
removed a few years ago.

“I was sad and disappointed because 
those shows were from my childhood 
and I couldn’t watch them anymore,” 
Zhou said.

The difficulty with renewing con-
tracts comes from the increasing price of 
licensing movies. In 2013, Netflix spent 
$2 billion on licensing all of its content 
alone, and the company estimates that 
the cost will exceed $6 billion by 2018.

However, companies can easily give 
prior notice to their customers. Netf-

lix’s warnings are hidden on its website, 
while Amazon Instant Video does not 
show its expiration dates at all. 

Do believes that there needs to be 
more transparency. Streaming services 
could show these expiration dates di-
rectly on the pages of movies people 
want to watch or on an easily accessible 
page dedicated to content expiration no-
tices, he said.

Hiding expiration dates does not ben-
efit the companies and can potentially 
lose loyal customers.

“I felt cheated out of the fee I paid as a 
subscription,” Do said. “When I paid the 
$10 to Netflix, I was expecting the rights 
to watch whatever I wanted. Removing 
content like this really isn’t justified.” u

BY RolandShen

BuzzFeed quizzes just 
entertaining time-wasters

If you have never found yourself 
picking a lizard out of nine pictures 
of lizards or picking a name of the 
devil, you’ve probably never taken a 
BuzzFeed quiz. 

It’s easy to recognize the titles of 
these quizzes, which likely popp up 
in your Facebook feed. But for those of 
you who  never take any of them, I’d 
like to enlighten 
you with the de-
tails.

BuzzFeed, a 
“social news and 
e n t e r t a i n m e n t 
company” start-
ed in 2006, has 
become famous 
among entertain-
ment enthusiasts 
of the Internet age. The company cre-
ates quizzes, which range from “Who is 
your spirit Nazi?” to “What is your all 
time favorite slang word?”

The popularity of these quizzes owe 
to their unique titles and sweep of sub-
jects they cover, appealing to fans of 
“Gilmore Girls,” Satanic followers and 
anime Free! Iwatobi Swim Club. 

To begin my journey of taking a 
BuzzFeed quiz, I clicked on “What Per-
centage Middle Class are You?” Unlike 
other wacky quizzes, such as  “Are you 
Poo or Pee?” or even “Which Weird 
Cult Should You Join?” I hoped that this 

quiz would be relatively normal.
Upon clicking, I realized my grave 

mistake. Not only was the quiz geared 
toward those who were well-acquaint-
ed with English fashion and TV shows 
but I did not relate to any answer choice. 
Nonetheless, I finished the quiz and got 
my result: “70 percent middle class.”  

The result, however, led me to real-
ize that these quizzes are completely 
random and, honestly, quite useless.

I was, however, pleasantly surprised 
when I found the “Which Member of 
BTS Are You?” quiz. BTS, or Bangtan 
Boys, is my favorite music group; I was 
impressed by BuzzFeed’s inclusion of 
lesser-known fandoms.

 Although the 
questions were ir-
relevant, this quiz 
proved to be right 
up my alley. As 
I blasted Bang-
tan Boys’ “Boy in 
Luv” and “War of 
Hormone,” I was 
ecstatic when I got 
my favorite mem-

ber V, or Kim Taehyung.  
To end my exploration into one of 

BuzzFeed’s most successful and famed 
operations, I’d like to remind any fel-
low explorer that most of these ques-
tions are arbitrary and quite difficult to 
answer, especially for someone as inde-
cisive as me. 

Although I struggled with under-
standing British culture and the variety 
of unrelated questions regarding the 
Bangtan Boys, I’m pleased to report 
that BuzzFeed quizzes are pleasantly 
entertaining, however unreliable they 
may be. u

Drama student’s skills 
make him versatile actor

Among the many students who call 
the Thermond Drama Center home,  
Zach Grob-Lipkis is easy to spot. The 
junior can often be found  energeti-
cally performing his lines with a script 
in hand, often causing the whole room 
to erupt in laughter. Having par-
ticipated in eight productions at the 
school, Grob-Lipkis is one of the most 
involved and experienced students in 
the drama department. In the last two 
years, he has played a variety of roles, 
ranging from cheerful and charismatic 
Mr. Bingley in “Pride and Prejudice” 
to seedy gambler Harry the Horse in 
senior Nina Nelson’s student produc-
tion “Good Morning, Karina.” 

Junior Raymond McCarthy, who 
has spent perhaps the most time with 
Zach as a co-performer and personal 
friends, said,  “Zach is a master of cha-
risma [who applies this] to his acting 
in ways that finesse his characters’ be-
lievability. Control and awareness are 
clearly well-versed concepts for Zach, 
as seen in his detailed yet comprehen-
sible characters, all of which reflect his 
adaptability as an actor.”

Grob-Lipkis’ devotion and long-
term interest of acting started in 
Carden Day School during his pre-
school years where he played the lead 
role of Max in “Where the Wild Things 
Are.” Realizing that evoking reactions 
out of an audience was something he 
enjoyed and “filled his ego,” Grob-
Lipkis has avidly participated in lead-
ership roles and various shows.

Outside of drama class, Grob-Lip-
kis lent his theatrical skills to his class 

during Homecoming week. He played 
Paula Dean, a celebrity chef, in the 
2014 sophomore quad day, showcas-
ing a humorously sassy personality. 
This year, his performance as Smee 
in the junior quad day contributed to 
the class’ best quad day performance 
yet.“Smee was written to be a comedic 
relief character, which is the same type 
of character that I played in my sopho-
more performance,” Grob-Lipkis said. 
“To emphasize Smee’s character, I just 
gave myself a wacky voice, flappy 
arms and used lots of one-handed 
clapping.”

Grob-Lipkis additionally helped 
write the skit for the junior class with 
junior Raymond McCarthy, making 
use of key lessons from his years of ex-
perience in theater.Grob-Lipkis said a 
common idea in comedy is the “Dumb 
and Dumber” duo. For example, Cap-
tain Hook, in his attempts to deceive 
Peter Pan and his Lost Boys, reveals 
his true denseness, while his sidekick 
Smee’s unbridled stupidity piles onto 
the comedic effect.

“This style of comedy duo is ev-
erywhere. It’s Jafar and Iago, Timon 
and Pumbaa and Key and Peele,” 
Grob-Lipkis said.Grob-Lipkis has also 
used his theatrical spark as co-host of 
Saratoga Idol this year. As part of the 
Comedy-Sportz, he helped the team 
finish second at the  California State 
Thespian Festival in late April. Grob-
Lipkis said his drama and theatrical 
experiences have helped mold his per-
sonality.

“Drama trained me to be confident 
and a leader,” Grob-Lipkis said. “Find 
me around the school if you want to 
join the enlightened group of us.” u

BY JayKim
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The result, however, led 
me to realize that these 
quizzes are completely 
random and, honestly, 

quite useless. 

Isabelle Yang 

yangta 
gangsta

GRAPHIC BY MAYA PRASAD

Besides the sing-alongs, 
the new rendition is 

suspenseful and action-
packed as well. 



April 29, 2016saratogafalcon
THE 15SCHOOL SCOPE

I read your novel, “The Catcher in 
the Rye,” for the first time in my fresh-
man year. At the time, I was too naïve 
to fully appreciate the fascinating char-
acter of Holden Caulfield, much less 
anticipate the way my own life would 
unravel in these adolescent years. But 
now, three incredible years later, I’ve 
come to realize how much I value 
Holden’s presence in these unexpect-
edly difficult times. As I took a colt’s 
first steps into adulthood, trembling 
under the weight of my discoveries — 
the passions of love and despondency 
— Holden offered the comfort of a first 
friend.

To me, Holden Caulfield is a fond 
memory. I’m aware that, frankly, his 
story is depressing and nihilistic. But 
maybe it’s presumptuous to brush 
Holden aside for his childish cynicism 
and Hamlet-esque romanticism, or see 
him as no more than a misanthropic, 
resentful teenager. For all of his mean-
ingless flings with old acquaintances 
and scrap-by-scrap tearing apart of the 
human condition, I relate to Holden. 

The connections were subtle; yet, 
discovering them was a transformative 
experience. To realize that somebody 
else feels the same uncertainty about 
society is liberating. Perhaps much of 
this insecurity stems from sensitivity, a 

weakness Holden and I share. In addi-
tion to that sensitivity, we both struggle 
with emotional intimacy. Though his 
outside shell remains aloof, Holden is 
especially prone to hurt feelings, how-
ever defensive these emotions become. 
And for me, when 
what seems trivial to 
others could move 
me to tears, I sense a 
lack of belonging.

But for all of the 
novel’s pervasive 
sadness, Holden’s 
interactions with 
his sister Phoebe are 
incredibly endear-
ing. After Holden is 
kicked out of Penc-
ey Prep and sneaks 
home, Phoebe’s sur-
prised excitement at 
having her brother home quickly turns 
into disappointment when she realizes 
that he has, once again, flunked school. 
He tries to defend himself to his sister, 
who then says: “You don’t like any-
thing that’s happening. You don’t like 
any schools. You don’t like a million 
things. You don’t.” 

And it depresses him — nobody 
else, really, could make Holden quietly 
accept any form of defeat. Yet when 

she challenges him to name one thing 
he likes, he mentions that he enjoys 
“right now,” sitting with her and just 
talking. She counters by saying that “it 
isn’t anything really,” but for him, it is. 

Truly, the poignant beauty of “The 
Catcher in the Rye” 
owes to this unique 
sibling relationship. 
With Phoebe, Holden 
finally discovers the 
sort of love and emo-
tional relief that is 
greater than any dis-
satisfaction with the 
world. 

In the novel’s end-
ing, he finds happiness 
in the pouring rain, as 
he watches his sister 
go around on the car-
ousel. With her, he has 

patience — something he’s willing to 
give to Phoebe, despite not receiving 
much from others. He understands 
that she cares for him as much as he 
idolizes her youthful simplicity. 

In many ways, she gives him pur-
pose, though still abstract, to interrupt 
his aimless isolation. His love for her 
may have been rashly passionate — for, 
surely, the youthful spirit he so cher-
ishes is as fleeting as any childhood 

— but more important is that Holden 
finds peace in this unsteady period of 
his life. He trusts himself to be vulner-
able with another human being.

Reading this, I’m reminded of my 
brother. With him, I have a friendship I 
would not easily give up, just as Hold-
en refuses to give up on Phoebe like he 
does with others. 

And just as Holden is hurt by Phoe-
be’s dismayed reaction, I loathe to 
disappoint my brother because I genu-
inely respect and trust him. I treasure 
the time I spend with him — even if it’s 
as simple as an afternoon at the park 
swings — because “it is something re-
ally” to me. 

And I’ve come to realize how pow-
erful it is to reach this level of emotion-
al intimacy with people, or even just 
open my heart to things I love — the 
neighborhood park, Milan, San Fran-
cisco, the sea, cloudy weather, sunsets. 

And perhaps, after “The Catcher in 
the Rye,” I’ve begun to love them even 
more.

Sincerely,
Karissa Dong

Dear J.D. Salinger (author of “The Catcher in the Rye”),

 I come from a judgmental group of 
people. We all do, to a certain extent, be-
cause society is fascinated with finding 
and establishing a status quo and sub-
jecting those who do not abide by it to 
rejection and humiliation.

I tried to be a perfect child when I was 
younger. I was pliable and submissive, 
obeying every word of my parents to 
the best of my ability. I was involved in 
Math Olympiad, horseback riding, gym-
nastics, and played both piano and cello. 
I knew that my parents talked about me 
and boasted about all of my activities, 
and this fueled my narrow-minded goal 
of being a poster child, setting an exam-
ple for others. It was during this time in 
my life that I first read “Gone With the 
Wind,” but at 8 years old, the read was 
more a matter of impressing my peers 
than gaining actual insight. Consequent-
ly, I failed to grasp most of the content 
that now relates to almost every aspect 
of my life. 

As I grew older, I began to feel this 
pressure to be perfect more keenly. Ev-
erything that I was doing started to feel 
boring and dull, and as a result, my 
performance slipped in everything. The 
scoldings and admonishments of my 
parents started to sting more and moti-
vate less. After breaking my arm, horse-
back riding and gymnastics went out 
the window. I rebelled for the first time 
halfway through fifth grade, when I bla-
tantly refused to continue with Math 
Olympiad. It was the first time I had 
a sense that I could be doing so much 
more with my time; I could be reading, 
drawing, even dreaming. I remember 
my mother’s eyebrows drew together 
in a frown, cutting her face and coming 
quite close to cutting my heart. I could 
feel something ebbing out of her, some-
thing that years later I discovered was 

an acute sense of disappointment. 
I stuck with piano and cello for a 

longer time. Whatever it was that I had 
perceived as passion slowly began to di-
minish with each failure. Piano was the 
gentler of the two experiences for me; it 
started gracefully, continued peacefully 
for 10 years, and ended with some de-
gree of dignity, as I passed my Level Ten 
exam. But I haven’t felt the smooth ivory 
of the keys for many months now. The 
realization that I didn’t get as far with 
the instrument 
as I could have 
aches too much. 

For a long 
time I seemed 
to have found 
my niche in 
cello; I had been 
promoted to 
one of the most 
advanced or-
chestras in my 
school and prac-
ticed regularly. 
In February of 
my eighth grade year, I learned that I 
had been accepted into a prestigious 
orchestra group consisting of statewide 
students. The week after that program 
ended, on a ski trip with my family, I fell 
and broke my arm for the third time. 

It was a blow of massive proportions 
that I am, in all honesty, still reeling 
from. My cello playing declined follow-
ing that; the fall had induced arm prob-
lems of painful variety and I found my-
self unable to practice or play for long 
stretches of time. I dropped cello only 
this year, one of the most painful deci-
sions of my 16-year-old life. It still pains 
me to think about that instrument and 
the time I shared with it, and shame still 
bites at me when I think about how I 

slunk away from it.
I would be happier now — I should be 

happier, at least. Freeing myself from the 
bonds of activities I had no passion for 
has allowed me to pursue other paths. I 
have become more involved with fash-
ion, from drawing whatever comes to 
mind to marketing. I have started to read 
my favorite novels and write stories for 
pure pleasure. But more than anything 
else, it has chopped my life into alter-
nating segments of pure enjoyment and 

burning shame. Shame 
that what I do earns no 
medals or certificates, 
shame that what I do is 
nothing exceptional.

The plummeting of 
my parents’ expecta-
tions of me has been 
harsh. They make fun 
of me for it now; my 
mother complains to 
her friends of how I 
have dropped every-
thing because I wasn’t 
good enough. I know 

they wanted me to go to a prestigious 
university, and now they tell me that I’ll 
end up at a poor one — if at one at all. 
“Give up” is probably a phrase I have 
told myself more than anything else in 
the past three years.

And then I picked up the old, worn 
copy of “Gone With the Wind” off my 
bookshelf and read it again for the first 
time in years. I rediscovered, as Ashley 
Wilkes so eloquently phrased it, my 
“passion for life” — my desire to suc-
ceed at what I did, no matter what it 
was. As I turned the pages of the book, 
the previously shattered pieces of my 
heart began to glue themselves together, 
making me feel whole and complete. 
Reading about Scarlett’s increasing os-

tracization from society and her dogged 
persistence in achieving what she need-
ed, I realized a key aspect of life that I 
was missing. Scarlett O’Hara taught me 
resilience, strength in the face of a not 
always friendly society and fortitude in 
the face of failure.

Almost all of her actions were shame-
worthy. And yet the disapproval that 
was gathered up and thrown at her 
somehow did not register as shame. She 
took that societal disapproval and either 
ignored it or turned it into a challenge, to 
prove herself for the better. It’s a charac-
ter strength I could never have dreamed 
of, never mind integrated into myself, 
had I not read this book. The opinions 
of my parents’ friends and occasion-
ally even my peers, opinions that would 
have meant the world to me when I 
was younger, no longer have any bear-
ing on my decisions or my happiness. 
“Gone With the Wind” has, indeed, been 
the wind that has liberated me from so 
many constraints that could just as eas-
ily have boxed me in.

So many things did not work out for 
Scarlett. The sheer amount of heated 
scorn thrown at her should have broken 
her, yet it did not — it did not because 
she fought back. Had Scarlett given up, 
as I have so many times considered do-
ing, she would have starved. “Gone 
With the Wind” has taught me how 
to harden myself against failure and 
against scornful and critical societies. 
Most of all, though, it taught me that by 
being my own champion, I can succeed 
in whatever I want to or need to.

Sincerely,
Anya Herne

Dear Margaret Mitchell (author of “Gone With the Wind”),

 GRAPHICS BY CHARIN PARK AND ERIC SZE

Letters About Literature is an annual writing contest where Students submit letters to authors about 

how a work affected them. katrina coglitore, who won the statewide contest, will move on to the 

nationwide competition. Below are two SHS Finalists in the statewide contest.

Because Katrina was featured in an in-depth 
story, the editors decided to publish the 
following letters. All three letters can be found 
on saratogafalcon.org
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Are summer programs worth it? 

Sophomore Clifford Yin sat in 
front of his MacBook Pro, head 
ready to sink into his desk. His 
fingers scuttled rapidly on the 
keyboard, then came to a halt 
as he racked his brain for more 
ideas. On this Sunday night, he 
had been working on eight es-
says for the past six hours. Sur-
prisingly, all of this work was 
done for one summer program, 
Stanford Pre-Collegiate Sum-
mer Institutes. Students like 
Yin apply to multiple programs 
because acceptance rates can be 
lower than those of elite colleg-
es. This adds to worload dur-
ing summer app season, which 
lasts from December to March.

“I spent four to six hours 
each day writing essays, and 
there was so much for 
me to manage,” Yin said. 
“That was constant stress 
I had to deal with.”

Though students 
spend hours working 
on applications, most 
people get rejected due 
to tough competition. 
Yin felt lucky to be ac-
cepted into the Stanford 
program. In recent years, 
summer programs have 
become increasingly se-
lective, with prestigious pro-
grams like the Research Science 
Institute (RSI), Yale Young Glob-
al Scholars and the Telluride 
Association Summer Program 
(TASP), having acceptance rates 
as low as 5 percent. Junior Wil-
liam Hu applied to seven sci-
ence research-based summer 
programs because of notori-
ously low acceptance rates. He 
believes that the more selective 
programs are, the more mean-
ingful the experiences they pro-
vide.

“Part of it is that it looks 
good on college apps, but my 
personal goal is to get experi-
ence in research and maybe 

publish some work,” Hu said. 
“Based on my research, less 
competitive summer programs 
are a waste of time because you 
don’t accomplish anything.”

Less competitive programs 

still yield the same problem 
competitive ones have: price. 
Four-week programs like Yale 
Young Global Scholars can cost 
$6,000. Application fees, which  
typically cost $50, add up 
quickly when students apply to 
multiple programs. Still, many 
programs offer financial aid to 
families that are not able to af-
ford the steep price. However, 
applying to financial aid is often 
very competitive. Hu believes 
that summer programs gener-
ally aren’t worth the price. He 
guesses that the programs are 
making huge profits because 
food, housing and teaching fees 
cost around $3,000, yet many 

of these programs are double 
that figure. Besides the high 
fees, Chemistry Honors teacher 
Janny Cahatol sees another flaw 
with summer programs: They 
don’t teach the right skills to 

students.
“Summer programs are run 

like a school, and it’s unfortu-
nate that students have to fo-
cus so much on school,” Caha-
tol said. “Students miss out on 
life skills and character-build-
ing opportunities. I would 
rather see kids have opportu-
nities to transition into adult-
hood, like getting a job.”

Teachers like Cahatol are 
often thrown into a second 
college application season 

during summer app season, as 
hundreds of students ask for 
recommendation letters. Some 
now impose strict deadlines 
that require students to ask for 
letters two weeks before they 
are due. But, summer programs 
do have benefits and can paral-
lel future success.

“I found research camps 
beneficial because it helped me 
decide whether or not I wanted 
to get into research into the fu-
ture,” said junior Austin Cai, 
who attended the Student Sci-
ence Training Program (SSTP) 
in his sophomore year. “I think 
that they really help with future 
college admissions as well.” u

BY RolandShen

Junior Austin Cai observes fruit flies at University of Florida in 2015.

Prom-blems: Junior laments cost of dance

I would rather see kids 
have opportunities to tran-
sition into adulthood, like 
getting a job.

“ 

”
teacher Janny Cahatol

I had never attended a high 
school dance until two weeks 
ago. And as of a month ago, 
I wasn’t even planning on at-
tending this year’s Junior Prom. 
I was so convinced and vo-
cal about the fact that I had no 
interest in the dance that my 
younger sisters thought I was 
pranking them when I finally 
told them I was going. I’ve al-
ways thought that school danc-
es were tacky. Why leave the 
comfort of my pajamas when I 
can have just as much fun hang-
ing out with some friends at my 
house on any given Saturday 
evening? 

I committed to going, but I 
had no clue what I was walk-
ing into. The minute I agreed 
to go, all I could hear was 
“boutonniere,” “dress,” “shoes 

— you’ve got to wear HEELS, 
Amulya,” “photographer,” 
“pre-prom” and “makeup.” 
Prom has been a huge produc-
tion for years and seems to only 
grow. A common dress sudden-
ly costs $250 once it takes on the 
label of a prom dress.

Attendees vie for the “best” 
pre-prom venue for perfect pic-
tures, instead of focusing on 
how fun the night will be. If we 
stopped caring so much about 
finding the most glamorous 
venue and, instead, looked for-
ward to enjoying ourselves on a 
night out, bid prices would be 
lowered. 

Equally important, I 
wouldn’t be spending about 
$400 to look as beautiful as the 
other girls attending (or, for that 
matter, pulling out my hair over 
how little I know about make-
up). The tally for the evening: 
My bid cost $155, my dress cost 
$150 and my hair and makeup 
were another $100. I can be 
thankful I got shoes for $20 and 
my corsage and boutonniere set 
for $20 — both fantastic deals. 

Many girls pay at least $50 for 
a corsage and boutonniere set 
and as much as $150 on shoes. 
Promposals have become an 
unnecessary, ostentatious part 
of prom culture. In 2016, prom 
askings are expected to include 
a poster, bouquet and cheesy 
pun — the more over-the-top, 
the better, especially if they’re 
shared on social media. While 
the sentiment is sweet, askings 
have become routine and seem-
ingly mandatory, taking away 
from the value of a from-the-
heart asking. 

Prom is — or should be — 
about the value spending a 
night with your friends, not 
about how perfect the pictures 
look. I danced my high heels 
off, ate some mouthwatering 
red velvet cake and laughed 
with my best friends for one of 
my favorite high school experi-
ences so far.

Did I have fun? Absolutely. 
Was it worth $400? 

Let’s just say that I could 
have had just as much fun on a 
budget 100 times smaller. u

Amulya Vadlakonda

amulyan
bucks

Courtesy of AUSTIN CAI

Pace accelerates when the bell blares for the second 
time. Wallowing students fast-forward and doors swing 
open to the sound of a pounding heart and a shallow 
breath. It was assembled without a snooze button, this 
alarm, prudently constructed to jolt the sleepiness out of 
the sleepless.

 Even so, the room is quiet, even after the reverberat-
ing tolls. Still, the students sluggishly file into their seats, 
like water seeping through the cracks of cement, as they 
avoid the grey stink-eye. “The Cold War between the So-
viet Union and the United States …” The honeyed voice 
sounds sickening today, drizzled with the pungent tang 
of whiteboard aerosol that drinks the milky flavor out of 
the freshly-lit candle. “… supported South Korea while 
the…”  What felt like a blanket envelops the hunched 
shoulders and the numbed elbow becomes soft. “… 
Kennedy …” With a final jerk, the lids slip closed. 

The night before, fingers flew across the keyboard, 
much like a pianist’s. The maniacal click-

ing formed a melody, one that em-
bodied the frustration of the in-

harmonious data in the titration 
lab and the medley of exams 
conveniently scheduled on 
the same day. Under the fluo-
rescent bulbs, her lab calcula-
tions hid from the light, shying 

away from the harsh beam that 
would victimize them under 

the girl’s gaze. They didn’t want 
to be examined, and frankly, she 

didn’t want to either. With a final click 
of the period key, the piece crashed on a final cadence in 
unison with the soft tick of 3 a.m. 

The room is quiet but their minds are not. The soft 
scuttles of a pencil, the crisp rustle of a turned page, 
the occasional throaty cough: All mask the turmoil of 
thoughts in the students’ minds. The chain rule … My 
mama don’t like you and she likes everyone … The limit 
as n goes to infinity … “5 minutes left” … Not getting 
sleep tonight … Still need to get a prom dress … ‘Cause 
if you like the way you look that much, oh, baby, you 
should go and love yourself … “Time.”

 Instead of fading into relief, the pre-test anxiety has 
morphed into indifference. The shaking hands and the 
shaky breaths are now numb, and the smug confidence 
has turned to detachment. After they step out of the 
room, their eyes barely adjust to the glinting sun before 
the crimson shades of the math mural began resembling 
more of the obnoxious red downward grade trend arrow 
on Aeries rather than one of Saratoga’s school colors. 

They are quiet but the room is not. While animated 
chatter erupts, they examine their loquacious classmates 
carefully. Are these classmates human? No, they are ma-
chines. Light circles lining their eyes, coffee stains whit-
ening their brilliant grins and postures boasting no hint 
of a slouch, these machines are capable of running off 
of minimal energy. But humans need a full tank. Gas is 
costly: Gain an hour of sleep, lose an hour of homework. 
Gain two hours of sleep, drop a letter grade on the up-
coming test. Sacrifices must be made. Time becomes a 
luxury, an indulgence purchased with the successive pay-
ments of sleepless nights. 

 They are quiet; but as the laptop hummed against 
his leg, the siren call of Netflix pierced the delicate am-
biance of the quiet room. Although journals lay deject-
edly open to half-filled pages, he ignored the accusation 
of neglect. Ironically, procrastination serves as a stress 
reliever: a quick escape from the idea of having not 
enough time to do all that needs to be done. Netflix was 
the specter that toyed with his perception, distorting the 
aggravating reality to glossy idealism. No longer did he 
have to exert Sisyphean effort into an endless mound of 
work; instead, he took a detour to Elysium. 

The gentle patter of rain on the windowsill reverber-
ates in the quiet room. It resembles a black and white 
painting; the furniture ashy, the walls smoky and the win-
dows foggy. The students hope for a glint of sunlight to 
color their canvas, to penetrate the wet sheet hindering 
their line of sight. That time may come, they think, but 
not in April. 

                                                                          —Stefanie Ting

Editor’s note: The Falcon sought out freelance writing for this 
issue. This story was written for English 11 Honors, where stu-
dents were assigned to imitate John Steinbeck’s style in his in-
terchapters in “The Grapes of Wrath.” The following is a piece 
describing the slump juniors experience in March and April as 
they approach finals and AP testing.
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“Be brave, fight hard, stay strong”: 
Virginia Coglitore’s motto was printed 
on the T-shirts junior Katrina Coglitore 
and her brother, freshman Enzo Cogli-
tore, wore on March 17, 2015 when they 
saw their mom smile for the last time 
before she passed away at age 49. The 
family’s arrival at the Stanford Hospital 
that day 
was cus-
t o m a r y, 
as they 
had been 
famil iar 
with the 
hospital 
for 14 
y e a r s . 
In 2001, 
Virginia 
was di-
agnosed 
with pul-
m o n a r y 
h y p e r -
tension because of the high blood pres-
sure in her lung arteries. Katrina and her 
brother spent hours by her side, pray-
ing for the “most important woman in 
[their] lives.”

With a lifelong lesson of resilience,  
Virginia taught her children to be strong; 
from their mother’s diagnosis to her final 
moments, Katrina saw her mom cry only 
once. Even when the family spent days 
in the hospital, Virginia always found a 
way to make doctor visits fun. Whether 
it was trying on “cute hospital pajama 
pants” or creating puppet shows using 
inflated gloves and doctor’s masks, Vir-
ginia dedicated herself to giving Enzo 
and Katrina the best childhood. This 
ability to bounce back currently keeps 
the Coglitore family grounded, as they 
face the emotional hardship of losing 
Virginia. 

“I am famous for not showing emo-
tion [regarding my mom’s death],” Ka-
trina said. “I can’t cry because it’s not 
strong; [it’s] not what my mom taught 
me.”

The beginning
When Katrina was two and Enzo a 

newborn, Virginia experienced heart 
failure and fainted often. The doctors 
told Katrina’s father Giovanni that his 
wife had just a couple weeks to live. 

“The doctors told my dad that my 
mom was the sickest patient in the hos-
pital and they had nothing to treat her,” 
Katrina said. “With two young children, 
it was very hard for my dad to accept.”

Her dad talked to as many doctors 
as he could and conducted his own re-
search. He eventually found Flolan, an 
experimental drug used to treat high 
blood pressure in the lungs. Virginia was 
immediately put on the drug. For the 
next 14 years, the Flolan pump never left 
Virginia’s side until her last moments.

“We thought we had all of our cards 

dealt to us; we thought all of our health 
complications were already as bad as 
they could get,” Katrina said. “But my 
mom just got sicker and sicker.” 

The next obstacle
Starting competitive dancing at age 6, 

Katrina grew to love the sport, especial-
ly when she got to spend with her mom. 
In sixth grade, Katrina took a break in 
between dance classes and decided to 

spend it 
with her 
mom at a 
sushi res-
t a u r a n t . 
There, her 
p a r e n t s 
broke the 
news that 
her mom 
had also 
been diag-
nosed with 
stage 3 lung 
cancer. 

“ W h e n 
my parents 

told me that, I didn’t know why, but I 
just started crying,” Katrina said. 

Their mother did everything that 
she could to live a little bit longer, go-
ing through both chemotherapy and 
radiation. But as the cancererous cells 
metastasized to Virginia’s brain, Katrina 
noticed that “she was quieter, she was 
crankier, [and] she was sadder.”

“She was just not my mom,” Katrina 
said.

In the fragile and uncertain time pe-
riod of middle school, Katrina resented 
her mom’s cancer, wanting to go shop-
ping and get her eyebrows waxed with 
her mom, but her mom “was too sick to 
do any of it.”

But whatever precious time Katrina 
could spend with her mom was time 
well spent. They shared their love of the 
TV show “CSI: Miami” and spent hours 
together in bed, giggling as they would 
try to solve mysteries before detective 
Horatio Caine did. Occasional shop-
ping excursions resulted in piles of new 
clothes and designer purses for Katrina, 
though her true enjoyment was sneak-
ing into her mom’s closet and stealing 
her outfits. 

These cherished moments were times 
when Katrina would forget how sick her 
mom was. But those feelings of having 
a “normal mom” were short-lived. Vir-
ginia eventually was physically unable 
to come to Katrina’s dance competitions 
sophomore year. Disappointed, Katrina 
refused to compete because it “just 
wasn’t right not to have her mom with 
her.”

“That broke my heart and broke my 
connection with dance,” she said. “It 
was never the same for me, and that’s 
why I felt I couldn’t go back [to dance]. It 
just wasn’t the same without my mom.”

The last few months 
On March 17, 2015, Katrina received 

a call from her dad, who was at the hos-
pital with Virginia. He told her to come 
to the hospital “just in case,” as Virginia 
was not doing well. To Katrina, this kind 
of situation happened all the time.

“My mom would stay in the hospital 
for a week and come home. She went in 
and out of the hospital so many times 
that we basically lived there,” she said. 
“Sleeping there was the norm for me.”

But this time was different. Once Ka-
trina and Enzo arrived in their mom’s 
room, their mom was unconscious and 
“looked like a zombie” due to the heavy 
pain medications.

“Honestly, my mom did not look 
alive,” Katrina said. “The doctors came 
up to us and said, ‘Virginia is not going 
to make it. Her organs are failing and 
her heart and lungs are too tired after 14 
years. It’s time to say goodbye.’”

The doctors gave her a large dose 
of morphine and turned off all the ma-
chines that had been keeping her alive, 
including the Flolan pump.

“I had never had a moment in my life 
where there wasn’t a pump going off 
every minute,” Katrina said. “There was 
absolute silence for the first time.” 

Virginia’s breathing became hoarse 
and heavy as she tried to catch her 
breath. Hours after the machines were 
unplugged from her body, the doctors 
were astonished to see her still breath-
ing on her own. 

“The doctors were in shock. I remem-
ber them saying, ‘Wow, she’s a fighter 
until the very end, 
until the very last 
moment,’” Katrina 
said.

The Coglitore 
family spent almost 
six hours in the room 
with Virginia, sur-
rounding her on the 
bed, holding her 
hands, giving her a 
manicure and slowly 
watching her die. In 
tears, Katrina had 
one last moment of 
connection with her mom. Holding onto 
her mom’s frail hands, Katrina whis-
pered into her mom’s ear, “Mom, I hope 
you know that you are the most beauti-
ful person that I have ever known and 
you will always be the most beautiful 
woman.”

“My mom was unconscious at the 
time, but when I said those words to her, 
she opened her eyes and squeezed my 
hand,” Katrina said, holding back the 
tears. “That was the last thing I know 
she ever heard me say to her.”

The one-year anniversary
The months following her mother’s 

passing were a blur to Katrina. 
“It felt like my mom was on vacation, 

so it was extremely hard for me during 
the big moments in my life,” Katrina re-
calls.

It was hard for her after she first took 
the SAT, after she got her driver’s license 

and after she picked out her first prom 
dress, as these milestones reminded her 
that her mom would never see her grad-
uate, would never see her go to college 
and would never watch her grow up.

Now, as a family of three, the Cogli-
tores have pushed through some of the 
hardest grief and are making an effort 
to stay positive to make the best of their 
circumstances. For Giovanni, losing his 
wife of 17 years has been “a difficult 
task” now that he is a single parent.

“I find myself struggling to find a bal-
ance in parenting now, whereas before, 
[Virginia and I] had a firm and velvet 
hand working together in partnership,” 
Giovanni said.

The loss of Virginia created an even 
stronger bond among the family. 

“We have a joint realization that we 
now need to take on tasks my late wife 
took on selflessly,” Giovanni said. “We 
are better appreciating quality family 
time because we now know to cherish 
those opportunities.”

Though Virginia is not physically 
with the Coglitores, Katrina still keeps 
pieces of her close to her heart by wear-
ing bracelets and a stack of her mom’s 
rings, something that helps her feel as if 
she is “living on in her legacy.”

“My mom was such an impactful and 
beautiful soul that when I put on her ar-
mour, I feel like I have a little bit of her 
strength, too,” Katrina said.

By carrying her mom’s purses and 
wearing her Chanel perfume, Katrina 

keeps the lessons that her 
mom taught her in her 
mind every day.

“I can’t be upset that my 
mom died, but I can be hap-
py that I had a mom who 
was as brilliant and bright 
and special as I did,” Ka-
trina said.

Katrina carried this same 
resilience in her letter to 
poet Robert Frost and won 
first place in the Letters 
About Literature statewide 
contest, held annually every 

spring for students to express the impact 
an author’s work has had on their lives. 
Comforted by the poem “Nothing Gold 
Can Stay,” Katrina realized that death is 
merely a part of nature.

“[Still], I wished my mother could 
let me crawl into her bed and rub my 
tummy, bring me her delicious ‘Mom-
my style’ ramen, and tell me I’m going 
to be OK,” Katrina wrote in her award-
winning piece. 

Looking back on 15 incredible years 
with her mom, Katrina is blessed that 
she created a strong relationship with 
her mom. Her life motto today is based 
on Virginia’s six-word slogan.

“Be brave, through all of the [hard-
ships] that life deals you; fight hard, 
when someone tells you that you have 
a couple weeks to live; and stay strong, 
because if you wallow in self-pity, you’re 
never going to get better from that,” Ka-
trina said. u
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I can’t be upset that 
my mom died, but I can 
be happy that I had 
a mom who was as 
brilliant and bright and 
special as I did.

junior Katrina Coglitore
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BOYS’ VOLLEYBALL

13-4 Falcons soaring
Outside hitter junior Joel Schneid-

miller rushed to the net and slammed 
the ball heavily as it landed on the floor, 
causing a loud thud to echo throughout 
the gym. The buzzer rang and the Fal-
cons rejoiced as they defeated rival Lyn-
brook 3-1 in an away game on April 20.

As of April 22, The Falcons are 13-4 in 
the more competitive De Anza League. 
Despite having just recently moved up 
a league, the Falcons have proven them-
selves to be fit for the fierce competition.

A good example of their competitive 
spirit occurred on April 15, when the 
boys were able to defeat Los Gatos 3-1. 
Just two days previously, the boys faced 
the Wildcats in a home game for the first 
time and lost 3-2. 

Their determination to prove them-
selves against their biggest rival contrib-
uted to their revenge win.

“This year, all the games were more 
competitive due to moving up a league,” 
senior setter Chester Leung said.

Although the current record is strong, 
the team has not been totally satisfied.

“We’re playing better as a team and 
we bring more intensity to the courts,” 
Leung said. “But we still need more en-
ergy to push through the game.”

On April 1, the boys redeemed 
themselves with a 3-1 victory against 
Cupertino after the Falcons suffered 
their third loss of the season by a set 
score of 3-0 on March 30 against the 
Monta Vista Matadors, ranked sev-
enth in the nation, by a set score 3-0 on 
March 30.

“We [fought to beat the Matadors], 
but we couldn’t handle the blockers,” 
senior outside hitter Spencer Yen said. 

In their game against Cupertino, 
key players Schneidmiller and Alex Li 
contributed. “We did well on defense,” 
Yen said. “Joel helped us regain mo-
mentum, and we ended [well].”

The boys defeated Los Altos 3-2 on 
March 26, Lynbrook 3-2 on March 23 
and Homestead 3-1 on March 16.

The boys won the Leland Charger 
Classic tournament on March 12 with 
consecutive wins against King’s Acad-
emy, Leland, Archbishop Mitty and 
Leigh, all with scores of 2-0. 

“We want to win more [games] and 
that shows on the court because we’re 
making greater efforts to win rallies,” 
Leung said. “Those [few] points per set 
really swing the game.”

The boys’ last game of the season 
is Wednesday at Mountain View. Di-
vision 2 CCS begins on May 10. They 
hope to win the CCS title again. u

Frisbee club hopes to increase popularity

BOYS’ LACROSSE

SOFTBALL

Spirakis throws no-hitter

The boys’ lacrosse team has rebound-
ed from last year’s losing season with 
both more victories and improved play.

The team, which is in the De Anza 
League (DAL) within the Santa Clara 
Valley Athletic League (SCVAL), is 3-2 
within the league, and 5-5 overall as of 
April 22. 

Currently, the Falcons are tied in third  
with Mountain View, but their ranking 
may change due to more games until the 

SCVAL semi-finals.
A big recent victory occurred on April 

21 when they beat Leland 12-1. Players 
said they  focused on avoiding “sloppy 
mistakes” against the last-place team. 

After winning two games back-to-
back — against Washington 18-13 on 
April 14, and against Gunn 12-6 on 
March 31 — the team suffered a 14-7  
loss to Archbishop Mitty on April 19, a 
strong team ranked 76th in the state.

Even after recent losses, the Falcons 
have shown great improvement. The 
players have been constantly practicing 

their technique and teamwork, which 
has produced refined results under the 
guidance of coach CJ Toy.

The win against Gunn showcased the 
Falcons’ resilience after their tough 14-
12 loss against Mountain View on March 
29.

During the Falcons’ game against 
Gunn, the teams were tied  until the 
beginning of the last quarter, when Toy 
pulled the team together for a pep talk 
and encouraged the players to push 
themselves in the final quarter. They 
went on to outscore Gunn.

To achieve the recent wins, players 
have been trying new techniques Toy 
has taught. 

Junior defense player Clifford Wong 
said that Toy “finds weaknesses and 
turns them into strengths,” helping him 
and the other players to predict other 
teams’ movements during the game. u

Due to printing deadlines, the Falcon was 
unable to cover games against Palo Alto on 
April 26 and Newark Memorial on April 
28. Their final two regular season games are 
against Los Altos at home on Tuesday and at 
Gunn on Thursday.

For the girls on the softball team, 
the April 20 game against Wilcox was 
a welcome highlight in a rollercoaster 
season. Senior pitcher Eleni Spirakis 
threw a no-hitter in the 11-0 rout. The 
team is now in fifth place in the De 
Anza Division with a 3-3 record as of 
April 20.

With recent performances, the girls 
are only one game behind for second 
place in the league, with Los 
Gatos in first. It is still question-
able whether the lady Falcons 
will make it to CCS once the 
regular season ends

“As for how far into it we 
can go, it really all depends on 
the effort we put into these next 
couple of practices and games,” 
junior first baseman Sophie 
Parr said.

According to Parr, their de-
fense has gotten better this sea-
son, but the Falcons continue to strug-
gle at the plate.

“Our team is consistent at keeping 
[opposing baserunners] to a minimum, 
and when there is more baserunning 
than we hope for, our team is very good 
at staying calm,” Parr said. “Our coach 

is really stressing on improving our hit-
ting, and it has truly shown these past 
couple of games.”

On the game against Aragon on 
April 13, because of the high number of 
bunts and superb pitches made by Spi-
rakis, the Falcons were able to secure a 
6-0 win. 

The girls won 8-3 against Valley 
Christian on April 12. The team was 
surprised by their relatively easy vic-
tory as the girls were nervous going 
against the competitive private school. 

“We ended up playing re-
ally well, and we came out 
hitting in the first inning and 
didn’t stop until the end,” ju-
nior shortstop Rachel Davey 
said.

Before spring break, on 
April 2, the girls were able to 
defeat Homestead who are 
currently placed first on the 
league with no loss.

“They only got one run, af-
ter all,” Davey said. “We hit the 

ball really hard, but our hits just didn’t 
[follow through]. I think that next time 
we can definitely beat them.” u

Due to printing deadlines, the Falcon 
was not able to cover the games against Los 
Gatos on April 27, Milpitas on April 29 
and Westmont on April 30.
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Team steadily improves to finish season strong

Spirakis

Standing on his endline, 
sophomore Nguyen Do took 
a step back as he prepared to 
launch the frisbee across Bel-
larmine High School’s field on 
April 10. The match was part 
of the team’s Spring League, 
a league composed of high 
schools from the Bay Area. 

The tournament was in-
tense, as the school’s Ultimate 
Frisbee team, Hajima, compet-
ed against teams from Gunn 
and Kirby. Despite losing both 
games — 13-3 and 8-6 — the 
team of 17 members has been 
desperately trying to improve 
this season, which lasts from 
January to May.

“Every year, the team has 
been adding skilled players to 
make the team more varied,” 
Do said. “We need tall, fast, 
dedicated and overall athletic 
players to help the sport grow.”

Like football, the game in-
volves two teams trying to score 
in opposite end zones by throw-
ing the frisbee from player to 
player. Players are, however, 

limited in that they cannot take 
steps after catching the frisbee. 

The school’s team was cre-
ated in 2012 by class of 2013 
alumni Doug Jones and Minsoo 
Kim, who started the club as a 
recreational activity. 

“I began playing in eighth 
grade when my friends wanted 
a new way to hang out after 
school,” Do said. “We learned 
of the sport through [Physical 
Education] and a local team 
called the San Jose Spiders.”

With improvement, the team 
hopes to make a name for them-
selves, as they prepared for the 
prestigious Spaghetti Western 
Ultimate tournament held in 
the Mary Grogan Sports Com-
plex in Modesto on April 23-24. 

“Major tournaments like 
[Spaghetti Western] allow the 
team to significantly improve 
as we are more exposed to 
teams from across the country 
in a competitive environment,” 
sophomore Vishal Narayan 
said. “By playing in such tour-
naments, the team as a whole is 
able to get a feel for all types of 
play and overall strengthen.” 

To further strengthen the 
team, the group looks to coach 
Binh Tsao, a class of 2003 alum-
nus who started coaching in 
2012, for guidance. Tsao, a cur-
rent band teacher and fan of 
ultimate frisbee, saw Jones and 
Kim playing with friends and 

helped the pair create the club. 
“Coach Tsao has been a great 

addition because he has lots of 
experience and is a great lead-
er,” Do said. “He prepares prac-
tices for us and the techniques 
he shows us really help us to 
improve.”

As the team’s strength 
grows, the team is looking for 
more members. 

“We hope that soon, the 
team will take all the lessons 
and techniques we’ve learned 
to the game and be able to make 
Hajima great again,” Do said. u

BY NeilRao

Sophomore Roy Chen shakes off a defender during a game at the Spaghetti Western Tournament on April 23.  

Courtesy of Bay Area Disc Association
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“Good game, Wilcox!” echoed 
throughout the gym on April 21, as the 
Falcons came out victorious 22-8, their 
fourth consecutive  win in this season.

Although their season started with 
two straight losses, the Falcons rebound-
ed to beat Lynbrook 16-14 on April 19, 
Gunn 21-9 on April 14 and Palo Alto 18-
12 on March 29. These victories placed 
them as third in their league with a re-
cord of 7-3.

While most of the team won against 
Wilcox, No. 1 boys’ singles Stephen Ding 
lost for the first time this season. Ding 
fell in two sets, 21-16 and 21-19, to Dar-
ren Yang.

“I feel disappointed that I lost, but I 
feel like it was a good learning experi-
ence for me,” Ding said. “In the future, 
I will take my time before starting the 
rally in a close game.”

Major contributors to the Falcons’ 
success over the past few games have 
been the string of wins by girls’ singles 
and doubles players, with all but one 
girls’ doubles pair winning in the game 

against Wilcox.
Before the Falcons’ winning streak, 

they faced Monta Vista, last year’s 
league leaders, for the second time this 
season on March 31 and lost 20-10. 

After losing in the third set in the pre-
vious encounter against Monta Vista on 
March 10, mixed doubles No. 2 Karen 
Chen and Jason Zhao were determined 
to win. 

After a close first set, they managed 
to prevail 24-22. With the momentum of 
the first game, the pair also won the sec-
ond set 21-12 with ease.

However, the same success of the pair 
was not met by boys’ singles No. 2. After 
losing the first set 15-21, freshman Nick 
Zhang fought back, closely losing the 
second set 20-22.

“My drives were weak and slow, and 
most of my shots flew out the boundar-
ies,” said Zhang. “This game showed 
me my weaknesses, and I will try to im-
prove on the quality of my shots.”

In addition, No. 1 girls’ doubles, 
Mana Shimokawa and Isabelle Yang, 
and No. 2 boys’ doubles, Brendan Ney 
and Nathan Ney played, narrowly los-
ing by three points and two points re-

spectively, 18-21 and 20-22.
As the season comes to an end, the 

Falcons prepare themselves for SCVALs, 
the qualifier for CCS. Senior captain Mi-
chael Owyang has high hopes for the 
team.

“I’ve played at SCVALs for the past 
three years and I’m really excited to 

see how the results will play out senior 
year,” Owyang said. “Our team has 
done really well this season, and I’m re-
ally proud.” u

Due to printing deadlines, the Falcon was 
unable to cover the April 26 game against 
Palo Alto and the April 28 game against Cu-
pertino. 

Senior Stephen Law takes aim at records of ‘legends’ 

When senior Stephen Law took his 
stance in the block in preparation for the 
1600-meter run during the April 19 meet 
against Fremont, he was determined not 
only to win but to run his best time ever. 
The result: Law crossed the finish line, 
and he had won with a time of 4:36, a 
personal record.

Winning has become more than a rou-
tine for Law, but the chance to break re-
cords and displace school legends gives 
him an exhilaration and excitement in 
each race as if was his first meet. As he 
has improved by 4 seconds in this year 
alone, Law is closing the gap that sepa-
rates him from top runners who have 

graduated in the past few years, such 
as Class of 2015 alums, Steven Sum and 
Andrew Harter. (Sum’s best time in the 
1600 was 4:15, while Harter ‘s best time 
in the race was 4:29.)

“Trying to close the gap that formed 
by Sum and Harter leaving was the main 
driving factor for me this season,” Law 
said.

With the track now 3-2 in its meets, 
other athletes such as sophomore sprint-
er Jaijit Singh are prime examples of the 
team’s developing skill.

Recording an impressive 52.94 sec-
onds in the 400-meter run during the 
Santa Clara meet on March 31, Singh has 
improved over the course of the season 
by 4 seconds. 

In addition to Singh’s vast improve-

ment, many sprinters and distance run-
ners alike have been outperforming 
their opponents.  

“Due to all the competition that 
we’ve received, a lot of my teammates 
have begun to train harder,” Singh said. 
“The team as a whole is becoming better, 
since training is more intense and we all 
want to win.”

In the recent meet against Fremont, 
many athletes improved.

For instance, sophomore sprinter 
Keon Roohparvar recorded a personal 
record of 54.50 seconds in the 400-meter. 
He was initially viewed an underdog 
but has taken such great strides that he 
challenges Singh’s time.

“I think that due to the pressure that 
lead sprinter [Singh] put on me to im-

prove, I have really been able to reach 
my true potential,” Roohparvar said. 
“This friendly competition has allowed 
the team to improve on all fronts.”

On the long-distance side, sophomore 
Amit Nag has shown a similar improve-
ment. 

Running the 1,600 in a time of 4:44, 
Nag has improved by 8 seconds over the 
season, a significant achievement in run-
ning. 

The league will take place on May 2 
and May 4 at SHS, and the team is begin-
ning to prepare for their events, increas-
ing intensity of workouts and yet trying 
to avoid injury. u

Due to printing deadlines, the Falcon was 
unable to cover the meet against Wilcox on 
April 26. 
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Falcons secure league title for the third consecutive year
BY ElizabethLee
& JennyQian

BOYS’ TRACK

BOYS’ TENNIS

BADMINTON

Four-game winning streak bolsters team’s confidence

Senior Michelle Shen readies herself during a game against Wilcox on April 21.

BY IsabelleYang
& JasonZhao

With a record of 11-1, the boys’ ten-
nis team has won the De Anza League 
championship for the third consecutive 
year. 

And now that the league season over, 
the boys have been preparing for CCS 
and SCVALS, the qualifying tournament 
that will be held during the week of April 
25 for individual CCS playoffs. The boys 
will be looking forward to making the 
semis and possibly playing against their 
biggest rival Menlo, the CCS champions 
for the last seven years. 

“At the beginning of the season, we 
set expectations to win the league and 
continue our streak of three consecutive 
CCS semifinals,” senior No. 1 singles 
player Karthik Padmanabhan said. “De-
spite having a weaker team compared 
to previous years, we managed to  ac-
complish what we set out to do and now 
look to do well in CCS.”

The boys achieved a 6-1 victory 
against Cupertino on April 19 and se-
cured the league championship title 
with the victory.

“We knew that we had to win this 
match in order to win league,” said se-
nior No. 1 doubles player Naved Krish-

namurthy. “We executed extremely well 
and were able to get the win.”

On April 14, the Falcons defeated  
Gunn 5-2. Although the boys prevailed, 
they struggled because they were miss-
ing key players, including senior No. 4 
singles player Jihau Yu. 

“The end of the lineup was pushed 
up a spot which made us weaker,” said 
Padmanabhan. “Luckily all four of of the 
singles won, sealing the win.”

The Falcons defeated Palo Alto  6-1 on 
April 12, as players were able to mini-
mize the number of mistakes they made 
against the Vikings. 

Earlier, the Falcons pulled a win of 4-3 
in the close match against Homestead 
on March 31. No. 2 singles junior Kailas 
Shekar, No. 3 singles sophomore Dean 
Stratakos, Yu, No. 3 doubles sophomore 
Tristan Xiao and freshman No. 3 doubles 
Derek Pinai all won their matches. 

“We knew it was going to be a tough 
match,” Padmanabhan said. “Not every-
one played their best, but we were able 
to finish the match off with a victory.”

The team beat Lynbrook 7-0 on March 
29, finishing all their individual matches 
within an hour.

After beating Monta Vista 6-1 on 
March 2, the boys lost 4-3 in their second 
match against the Matadors on March 

24, resulting in a tie for first place in 
league with them. 

“Unfortunately our doubles had 
slipped, resulting in a loss,” Krish-
namurthy said. “They fought hard but 

were overmatched.”
The Matadors lost to Homestead, 

opening the door for the Falcons to win 
out and claim the league championship 
yet again. u
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Sitting at fifth place in the De Anza 
League, the lacrosse team can’t afford 
any more losses and needs more efforts 
like the one they had during their game 
against Los Altos on April 19 when they 
won 16-3.

“We’ve really been working togeth-
er as one team, instead of individually 
driving to the goal,” sophomore attacker 
Laira Bhurji said. “We’ve been moving 
the ball around the field, which prevents 
their defense from swarming one per-
son.”

According to Bhurji, the girls have 
been working a lot on transitioning the 
ball down the field during their many 

practices.
 But to secure a spot in the league 

championships, the girls need to win 
four more games, including 
beating Mountain View and Le-
land to finish in at least fourth in 
the league.

“As of right now, it’s not 
looking that great, but if we 
play at the level I know we can 
during the rest of our games we 
have a shot at making it,” junior 
defender Julia Vita said.

The girls will have another 
opportunity to earn a victory 
when they face a strong, second-place 
Leland team again today.

Although they fell to Chargers the 
first time, the girls have been practicing 

hard for their rematch today, said sopho-
more Nayoung Kim, who plays all posi-
tions. 

“Because both of our teams 
are similar in skill level, it’s 
mostly about fine tuning our 
strategies that will make the big-
gest difference,” Kim said.

Since their last game with Le-
land, the girls have been “fine 
tuning” their defensive strate-
gies, continuing to make prog-
ress with every practice. Senior 
defender Anne Rollinson, who 
has been injured throughout the 

season but is an avid team motivator, is 
confident that if the girls keep putting in 
the hard work, the season will only im-
prove from here.

“Since we have such a young team, 
it’s fun to see how much [the players] 
can learn in such a short amount of 
time,” Rollinson said.

According to Bhurji, Rollinson and 
the other captains always give the other 
team members input on how to defend, 
communicate and look at the field to 
strategize plays. 

“The captains really focus on improv-
ing the team as a whole instead of im-
proving themselves individually,” Bhur-
ji said. “It’s really helpful to have them 
as a group of mentors constantly trying 
to help us improve.” u

Due to printing deadlines, the Falcon was 
unable to cover the games against Pioneer on 
April 22, Gunn on April 25, Mountain View 
on April 27 and Palo Alto on May 4. 

Though the Falcons kicked off the 
De Anza league season with a winning 
streak, the team has since fallen to sev-
enth place in the division with a league 
record of 4-8 as of April 22. 

Injuries to key players have played a 
huge factor in the team’s lack of hitting 
and tight defense. Senior right fielder 
Michael Schillage was out in the first few 
weeks of a season due to a groin injury, 
but has since made a return after medi-
cal clearance. 

Senior pitcher Ryan Casini’s UCL tear 
only allows him to designated hit each 
game. Junior left-fielder Jonathan Yun 
and senior shortstop Cole Petters each 

had a minor injury that added to the 
team’s injury woes. 

“It’s tough for us right 
now because we aren’t play-
ing our best, and it’s frustrat-
ing,” Petters said last week. 
“But if we win our next two 
games against Los Gatos, we 
will have a really good chance 
at CCS so it’ll be a must-win 
week for us.”

The team lost two crucial 
games against Palo Alto on 
April 22 and April 20 with 
scores of 12-0 and 10-1 respectively, an-
other blow to their chances of making 
CCS.

“Our defense was not the best and 
our offensive approach was ineffective. 

We let so many strike-three calls go by 
us and it was pathetic,” Petters said. “We 

weren’t aggressive and everyone 
packed it in early.”

In the second game of the series 
against the Vikings, the Falcons 
continued to struggle on offense 
and only managed to get one hit, 
while the Vikings’ offense struck 
hard with 17 hits, managing to 
put up six runs in the first inning 
alone.

In the previous game against 
Palo Alto, the Falcons got only 

three hits, while the Vikings scored sev-
en runs in the first three innings.

The team also lost to Los Altos 11-5 on 
April 4 and 14-2 on April 6, despite their 
best efforts. 

Despite these losses, the team be-
lieves they still have a chance to make 
CCS with two games left in the regular 
season against Los Gatos, which will be 
followed by league playoffs.

In order to prepare themselves for the 
tough games ahead, the boys are trying 
to figure out the source of the problem 
that led to recent losses.

“We know what this team is capable 
of, and we want CCS championship 
rings at the end of the season,” sopho-
more second baseman Robert Scott said.

The boys’ celebrated their senior day 
on April 27 at home against the Wild-
cats. u 

Due to printing deadlines, the Falcon was 
not able to cover this game as well as the one 
played away against Los Gatos on April 29. 
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GIRLS’ LACROSSE

“Cheek to cheek!” shouts head coach 
Archie Ljepava as sprint coach and 
2015 alumni Avery Gigoux encourages 
sprinters from the sidelines at an after-
noon practice in April.The coaches are 
continuing to motivate athletes to give it 
their all as the team prepares for league 
trials on May 2 and league finals on May 
4.

With the league meet approaching, 
the girls plan to improve their times by 
refining their techniques and increasing 
their endurance rather than working on 
speed.  

According to sophomore Valerie 
Yang, jumpers are increasing their dis-
tance for running workouts to improve 
on form; they also are practicing more 
drills in the jumping pit.

“My goal for leagues is to improve 
my technique and hopefully get a per-
sonal record, especially in long jump,” 
Yang said. “I really want to show all that 
I’ve been working on throughout the 
season.”

Last season, the team sent both soph-
omore Chloe McGhee and 2015 alumni 
Puck deRoos to SCVALS for hurdles. 
This year, the team hopes to achieve 
faster times and qualify for SCVALS and 
CCS semifinals.

Even after two straight losses as of 
mid-April, the team is still maintaining 
a positive attitude that they hope will 
carry into leagues. At an away meet at 
Fremont on April 19, the Falcons lost 

76-50, despite strong performances from 
key athletes.

McGhee and sophomore Paige Han-
sen both won their respective events: 
Mcghee ran the 300m hurdles with a 
time of 47.14 seconds and Hansen threw 
95-08 in the 1kg discus. 

The Falcons also fell short against 
Santa Clara on March 31, as the Bruins 
swept the 100m, 800m and 1600m. 

Even with yet another loss, the team 
found a way to celebrate afterwards and 
commemorate the efforts of the team’s 
eight seniors: Kimberly, Kaitlyn Chen, 
Fiona Sequeira, Melissa Hoffman, Nellie 
Jalalian, Hannah Leney, Sanah Shah and 
Kelly Xiao. 

“Before, I had never really thought 
about track senior day, but because I 
knew a lot of people from soccer this 
year [who are now on the track team], 
it brought back memories,” sprinter and 
jumper Kaitlyn said. “I am really happy 
on how it turned out.” 

As Gigoux, along with the other 
coaches, preps the team for the upcom-
ing meets, she anticipates key athletes 
stepping up.

“We have made sure to keep each of 
the athlete’s health in our mind; if we 
know a kid has an injury, we modify [his 
or her] workout,” Gigoux said. “I hope 
that each person really reaches their 
best, but all in all, this is up to them and 
how hard they want to work [for this 
team].” u

Due to printing deadlines, the Falcon 
could not cover the away meet against Wil-
cox on April 26. 
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After multiple losses, Falcons 
attempt to regain momentum

GIRLS’ TRACK
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Let me begin by saying that it is not 
my intention to make anyone fat; it’s just 
a side effect of what I do.

Near the beginning of March, after 
the reality of going to an expensive col-
lege finally hit me, I decided it was nec-
essary to find a job. 

A few applications and a short in-
terview later, I found myself wearing a 
brown hat, shirt and apron behind a dis-
play of gelatos and sorbettos at Popbar, 
a store selling customizable ice cream on 
a stick. 

Although my initial goal was some-
where between contributing to college 
funds and learning to deal with people, 
I soon realized that working two weeks 
at San Jose’s minimum wage of $10.30 
an hour pays exactly 0.104 percent of my 
total college tuition.

Even so, that isn’t to say that the job 
lacks perks, and here begins the story of 
how I’m managing to slowly make all 
my friends gain weight.

As an employee, I get one free bar per 
shift in addition to all the ones I break or 

mess up, as well as an unlimited supply 
of white chocolate and hazelnuts used to 
refill toppings.

As someone who doesn’t have much 
of a sweet tooth, I satisfy my sugar crav-
ing more than enough with half of a 
broken peach bar and a couple pieces of 
chocolate, leaving me with a bar at the 
end of every shift.

At first, I had a reason behind each of 
my midnight deliveries. By giving away 
the bars, I hoped to ease the pain of col-
lege rejections and upcoming tests. 

But beyond giving me something to 
look forward to at the end of work, my 
unexpected visits have since expanded 
to something much more.

The “rules” I have created for my 
post-work excursions are quite simple: 
pick some friends who have been a bit 
absent in my life, ask them at most a 
few hours before I go (bonus points for 
showing up completely uninvited) and 
finally surprise each of them with a dif-
ferent flavor bar of my choosing.

The last part of the rules I have set for 
myself, though seemingly insignificant, 
is actually the most important. 

Each flavor of bar that I have deliv-
ered is now associated with a specific 
person and a specific memory.

Strawberry is my incompetence with 
video games, jokes made at each other’s 
expense and an appreciation for the sim-
plicity of a stress-free hour and a half.

Pistachio has become a 2-hour catch-
up session with one of my favorite ju-
niors, the beginning of spring break and 
a reminder to put time into the friend-
ships I value most. 

Blood Orange is standing in the freez-
ing cold, a food run to McDonalds and 
a realization that the most genuine con-
versations are often the most least unex-
pected.

Although I know the way to who-
ever’s house I’m going, the direction in 
which each of my visits take once I ar-
rive is unpredictable. 

It is this spontaneity, often resulting 
in good conversations and memories, 
that I cherish so much as the year comes 
to a close. 

And so, if you ever get a text from me 
at an unexpected hour, you can probably 
expect me to show up, Popbar in hand, 
ready to talk and laugh or simply check-
in. 

Feed me with conversations and at-
tention, and I’ll feed you with food. u

Junior Kyle Jew could not take his 
eyes off his phone screen. Wandering 
down the hall during break, he bumped 
right into another student without notic-
ing. 

But it wasn’t just Jew whose eyes were 
glued to their smartphones. Students all 
across campus have been distracted be-
cause Supercell, the mobile gaming com-
pany that first introduced the blockbust-
er hit Clash of Clans, recently released 
its new addicting smash hit game called 
Clash Royale on March 2. 

Ever since the game’s release, it has 
rocketed to No. 1 of the free apps cat-
egory in both the Google Play and iOS 

App Store. 
Clash Royale is a col-

lectible card game that 
pits players against one 
another in real time. 

In the game, players use cards ob-
tained through chests to play their op-
ponents.

All of Super-
cell’s games, 
which include 
Boom Beach, 
Hay Day and 
Clash of Clans, 
revolve around 
a system that 
follows the pat-
tern of playing, 
waiting and up-
grading cards 
or buildings. 
Since all of its 
games are “free 
to play,” the company offers in-app pur-
chases to allow its players to upgrade 
their items faster.

Supercell reported over $1 billion in 
revenue last year from in-app purchas-

es with Clash of Clans alone. Though a 
clear projection has not been announced 
for this year, experts estimate that Clash 

Royale’s revenue 
will increase by at 
least half a million 
due to its ongoing 
success.

Because the 
gameplay consists 
of strategic online 
matches against 
friends or random 
opponents from 
around the world, 
it has quickly be-
come one of the 
most popular 

games among students.
“The game lets me play against other 

people in live time,” junior Wesley Lau 
said. “This makes [the game] all the 
more exciting.” 

According to Jew, Clash Royale’s ad-
dictive nature comes from Supercell’s 
implementation of chests, which re-
wards players for returning to the game 
every few hours.

“I kind of hate the chests because [I] 
keep checking to see if the three hours 
or so have passed,” Jew said. “I al-
ways want to open the chests whenever 
they’re available, so it distracts me from 
homework way too often.”

Clash Royale and Clash of Clans, 
which is more focused on upgrading de-
fenses, share the same universe, featur-
ing the same characters and buildings. 
However, Clash Royale involves more 
strategy because players are forced to re-
spond to their opponent's attacks.

While the popularity for the game 
might only last for a few more months, 
its undisputed success shows that it tru-
ly has the potential to outdo its famous 
predecessor, Clash of Clans. u

Be my friend and I’ll make you fat

Junior Stefanie Ting swims in the 100m 
breaststroke during the meet against Los 
Altos at home on April 15.
Senior Nate Ney, junior Mason Tian, junior 
Bryant Chang and senior Daniel Eem 
compete at History Bowl Nationals in 
Washington, D.C., on April 23.

NASA engineer Jonathan Trent discusses 
his plan to colonize Mars and preserve 
resources on Earth at TEDxSHS.

buzzworthy Supercell releases next big hit

snapshots

Sophomore Catherine Zhang concentrates 
in the game against Wilcox on April 21.

David Fan and Roland Shen

WAYS TO SURVIVE AP TESTS

“Study” with friends. 
Starbucks can only delay your 
studying until 9 p.m., though.  

Watch “Breaking Bad.” It’ll 
really help you with your AP 
Chemistry test. 

Think about why you’re 
taking all these APs. Never 
figure it out.

Look at Aeries. Realize you 
have bigger things to worry 
about.

Take a break. Convince 
yourself that you’ll start again 
soon. That’s half the job right 
there. 

Cry. Because half of these 
tests won’t get you out of 
anything in college. 

Learn math. Listen to “1+1” 
by Beyonce.

Don’t get a 1! 

Buy AP books. The best 
entertainment when you’re in 
the bathroom.

Edit your sleep schedule. 
That’s 0 hours if you want a 5.

topten
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FALCON // VIVIEN ZHANG

FALCON // ISABELLE YANG

FALCON // VIVIEN ZHANG

SENIOR USES WORK PERKS TO SURPRISE, BOND WITH FRIENDS

cloud 
princess

Helen Chen

I always want to open the 
chests whenever they’re 
available, so it distracts 
me from homework.

“

”
junior Kyle Jew

Courtesy of SHUANG LIU

By giving away the bars, 
I hoped to ease the pain 
of college rejections and 

upcoming tests.


