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DANCE

Formal to be held at Children’s Discovery Museum

Although Winter Formal is usually 
held in the Large Gym, this year’s dance 
will be held at the Children’s Discovery 
Museum in San Jose. Because the Sadie 
Hawkins Dance usually held during 
Spring Fling has been canceled this year, 
there will be no second-semester dance 
for underclassmen.

“Underclassmen only get two dances, 

[Homecoming and Winter Formal], and 
Homecoming is pretty casual, so we 
wanted to do something nicer for for-
mal,” sophomore dance commissioner 
Lillian Zeng said.

Zeng also said that taking the dance 
off-campus gives the commission more 
options for decorations. Since buses to 
the venue have already been booked, a 
maximum of 350 students can attend the 
dance.

“This could be very problematic since 
372 people went to Homecoming, and 
generally more people will attend Win-
ter Formal,” Zeng said.

However, if at least 200 tickets are 
sold by Nov. 26, the office will consider 
raising the attendance cap to 400 or 450.

Because of this, Zeng advised that 
those who wish to attend to the dance 
buy their tickets as soon as possible.

In order to encourage dance atten-

dance, the ASB will again host an asking 
competition, where students take videos 
or photographs of askings and post them 
on social media under a certain hashtag. 
The couple with the best asking will be 
reimbursed for their tickets.

Tickets started selling on Nov. 19 for 
$30 with ASB and $35 without. The price 
will increase by $5 each week until either 
Dec. 4 or when tickets sell out, whichev-
er comes first. u

BY AmithGalivanche

MEETINGS TRENDS

Knock, knock: your 
teacher’s at the door

BY DavidFan
& FrederickKim

School population shrinks as 
freshman numbers decrease

 ADMIN on pg. 4  TRENDS on pg. 7

It isn’t every season the girls’ tennis 
team makes it to the Central Coast Sec-
tion (CCS) finals. 

After a week of battling through each 
round of CCS, the Falcons landed in 
the finals against the No. 1 seed, Men-
lo. Though the Falcons lost 5-2 to the 
Knights, both Saratoga and Menlo will 
compete in Sacramento for the Northern 
California Regional Championship title 
today and tomorrow. And Los Gatos 
will be home.

For the Falcon team, this season has 
not been an easy road. After tying Los 
Gatos for the De Anza League Cham-
pionship, the team entered the CCS 
playoffs as the No. 3 seed behind No. 1 

GIRLS’ TENNIS

 TENNIS on pg. 25

TEAM BEATS 
LG, HEADS 
TO NORCALS

Students may notice that 
the hallways and the quad 
during lunch have been slight-
ly less crowded this year. The 
reason? The school has about 
100 fewer students, with about 
1,300 now enrolled.

According to assistant prin-

cipal Brian Safine, this trend 
is in part because of the large 
number of seniors who gradu-
ated last year, at 358, and the 
below average number of 
freshmen coming in this year, 
at 304. 

He said graduating and 
incoming classes are usually 

MARCHING BAND PLACES 
FIRST AT BANDS OF AMERICA

QUEST ENDS IN SUCCESS

 BAND on pg. 5

As the announcer signalled the begin-
ning of the awards ceremony on Nov. 7, 
junior trumpet player Peter VandeVort 
quickly fell quiet, nervously anticipating 
the final results as he stood by his fellow 
band mates on American Canyon High 
School’s turf field in the Napa area.

The announcer’s voice rang through 
the eager crowd of high school musicians 
— 10 top bands from Utah, Nevada and 
California competed — and when the 
awards were all announced, the Falcons 
celebrated loudest. Among the elite com-
petitors were Homestead, Clovis West 
and James Logan.

Placing first in both class division and 
final competition of the NorCal Bands of 

TALISMAN // KARISHMA SHAH

BY AllisonLin

In recent weeks, assistant 
principal Kerry Mohnike and 
other staff members have been 
“getting into the community bit 
more” by ringing doorbells in 
the neighborhoods of Saratoga. 

The staff and administration 
members sit down with parents 
to try to get a feel for what life is 
really like in the households of 
students. Answers to questions 
such as “why is education im-
portant to you?” and “how has 
education shaped your life?” 
give staff and administration 
a more in-depth look at what 
influences dictate home life for 
students.

Since August, the adminis-
tration and staff have worked 

together to implement these 
parent-teacher at-home confer-
ences. This project is part of the 
administration’s ongoing initia-
tive to address issues related to 
student stress.

 Mohnike, one of the orga-
nizers for the conferences, said 
the school was inspired by an 
exercise done in various work-
shops with Passage Works. Pas-
sage Works is a nonprofit orga-
nization that provides teachers 
“with innovative practices and 
principles that integrate so-
cial, emotional and academic 
learning,” according to the pro-
gram’s website. 

Mohnike said that a common 
exercise in the workshops is the 

BY NeeharThumaty

BY KarissaDong
& KatherineZhou
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GRAPHIC BY VIVIEN ZHANG

Senior percussionist Kunal Kathuria plays the 
marimba in the field show routine “Quest” during 
Band Senior Night on Oct. 4. 

ADMINISTRATION STARTS STAFF-PARENT 
CONFERENCES ON STUDENT HOME LIFE
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ASB is planning to add more murals to the campus and 
has opened up online applications for students who are 
interested in painting these murals. 

Students can fill out applications which will be submit-
ted to both ASB and principal Paul Robinson. On the form, 
the student will specify which space they want to paint the 
mural on as well as a design for the mural itself. After be-
ing approved by both ASB and Robinson, the school will 
provide reimbursement for the artist and any materials 
needed to paint the mural. 

“We wanted to use a request form to give students a 
chance to make their school better and not just hire some-
body else to do it,”  ASB president senior Aakash Thumaty 
said. 

The request forms will be released by Nov. 13 and the 
link can be found on Google Forms. Students can apply 
throughout the year, unless all the empty space is taken. 

The Holiday Boutique, a fundraiser hosted by the se-
nior class, will take place on Dec. 5, the Saturday morning 
before Winter Formal. The senior class will use the revenue 
for senior school events such as prom.

The class of 2016 has hosted this event every winter for 
the past four years. At the boutique, companies and indi-
viduals will sell items ranging from art to food to candles.

“Vendors would come in with all sorts of unique items 
that people will not normally see in malls,” administrative 
assistant Susan Dini said.

Last year, the school managed to get 45 vendors. This 
year, the school is expected to have approximately 40 ven-
dors and is still accepting more participants.

“It’s a great way to raise funds for the class and is a lot 
of fun,” senior class vice president Darby Williams said.

Next year, the Saratoga Foundation will host the event 
because class of 2016 adviser Arnaldo Rodriguex is retiring 
at the end of this year. 

ASB entertains ideas for more murals 

Senior class to host Holiday Boutique

Juniors class officers plan for Saratoga Idol

As the semester nears an end, junior class officers are 
preparing for the annual Saratoga Idol singing contest 
which will be held on Dec. 4 from 7-10 p.m at the McAfee. 
Auditions for the show were held from Nov. 16-18 during 
lunch.

According to junior class president Ellicia Chiu, of-
ficers are planning to make some logistical changes in 
order to be better prepared for the show.

“We had some problems with voting online last year, 
so this year, instead of using text to vote, we’re probably 
going to make ballots and vote that way,” Chiu said.

Last year, Saratoga Idol raised over $1,000 for the cur-
rent senior class in addition to giving talented singers an 
opportunity to showcase their music.

“We’re really looking forward to seeing what Saratoga 
students have to offer,” junior class representative Davi-
ana Berkowitz-Sklar said. “There are so many talented 
singers, and it’s going to be hard to choose the winner.”

— Jay Kim 

— Angela Lee

— Caitlyn Chen
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— Roland Shen
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Class of 2016 Applicants to Top Universities
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APPRECIATION        Assistant principal Brian Safine speaks during the Teacher Appreciation Breakfast 
that was provided by the Leadership class on Nov. 4. during collaboration. 

FALCON // SWEEYA RAJ

ASB to provide student grants

SHS welcomes Mexican students

ASB has begun to answer 
the question about what do 
with at least some of the 
$276,000 in accumulated funds 
from previous classes: Stu-
dents can now apply for fund-
ing for small-scale projects.  

ASB has set aside $5,000 
to provide this new opportu-
nity to students but is open to 
granting more money if ASB 
receives many serious, realistic 
requests. 

“The idea is to address in-
dividual or small group needs 
that may not be met by whole 
school projects,” senior ASB 
president Aakash Thumaty 
said.

Each approved project will 
receive a maximum of $500 
depending on demonstrated 
need. In order to make sure 
that students follow through 
with their proposals and use 
the money as promised, the 
students will be asked to 

spend the money first and will 
then be reimbursed by ASB 
after producing proof of their 
expenses. 

Current submitted requests 
range from subsidizing travel 
to donating to a charity on 
behalf of the school, Thumaty 
said. 

“There is no guarantee that 
every single request will be 
filled, but we want to make 
sure to benefit the school and 
the student body as much as 
possible,” Thumaty said. 

ASB began reviewing and 
granting funding requests in 
early November. 

“Many of the organizations 
on campus have a tough time 
fundraising, so we felt that we 
would help out the students 
directly by giving grants,” se-
nior ASB board representative 
Kanaai Shah said. “In the end, 
the goal is to help students fi-
nancially to be a part of the 
extracurricular activities they 
love and maybe even take the 

activity to a whole new level 
with the support.” u

BY SummerSmith

EXCHANGE

Seven students from Cu-
ernavaca, Mexico, arrived on 
Nov. 14 to experience the way 
of life at Saratoga, especially 
the American Thanksgiving 
culture. The students will stay 
with host families until Nov. 
30. 

These exchange 
students have been 
annually visiting from 
Cuernavaca as part of 
a program conducted 
by Spanish teacher 
Arnaldo Rodriguex. 
In February of next 
semester, the trip is re-
ciprocated as Spanish 
students from Sarato-
ga travel south to Cuernavaca 
over February break to learn 
Mexican traditions.

Juniors Maddie Stuart, Tri-
na Chatterjee and Jules Ducrot-
huet and seniors Nina Nelson, 
Meera Rachamallu, Summer 
Smith and Kanaai Shah will be 

hosting students. 
“One of the main reasons 

I chose to host a student was 
due to the fact that I am un-
able to go to Mexico because of 
high school soccer,” Shah said. 
“I feel like hosting a student 
would be the next best experi-
ence, as I am able to immerse 
myself in his culture as well.”

The families who 
host exchange stu-
dents plan activities 
such as a trip to the 
Ghirardelli Chocolate 
Factory in San Fran-
cisco and Black Friday 
shopping.  

“The experience in 
malls is different from 
in Mexico and the co-
inciding date of Black 

Friday provides a great experi-
ence for them,” Shah said. 

The idea of these trips is 
to immerse the exchange stu-
dents in as much American 
culture as possible during the 
two weeks that they are here. 

Hosting a Mexican ex-

change student or going to 
Mexico in February satisfies 
the cultural credit requirement 
for Spanish 4 Honors and 
Spanish 5 AP, but it also pro-
vides valuable skills to Ameri-
can and Mexican students. 

“[Saratoga students] are 
aware of the Mexican people 
who live here, but the Mexi-
can people we encounter here, 
many have lived here several 
years, and their traditions 
have blended with the Ameri-
can way,” Rodriguex said. 
“The most important thing is 
that we start breaking the ste-
reotypes of other cultures.”

Since this is Rodriguex’s fi-
nal year teaching before he re-
tires, there is uncertainty about 
whether the program will con-
tinue in the coming years. 

“I’m hoping that someone 
in the department will con-
tinue it and even though I 
am planning on retiring I am 
hoping to stay connected with 
the school somehow if I’m al-
lowed,” Rodriguex said. u

BY AllisonLin
& SummerSmith

Rodriguex

How is ASB deciding grant 
recipients? 
After reviewing all applications, 
ASB officers voted on the top 
requests based on the impact 
that it will have on students at 
this school.

How much freedom do 
students have with the money? 
Under careful supervision by 
ASB and the administration, 
purchases will be monitored.

What are some of the grants 
that have been given out?
Journalism printers, vending 
machines, FBLA textbooks, 
Science competitions, TedX, 
Falcon Pride Bot, Color Guard 
storage, sports court lights and 
water efficient garden.

Divide and Conquer
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Senior cast as lead in ‘Pride and Prejudice’
For senior Emily Ludwig, who stars as 

Emily Bennett in “Pride and Prejudice,” 
her pathway to leading roles began by 
chance her freshman year. Listening to 
the morning announcements, Ludwig 
was intrigued to hear about auditions 
for that year’s fall play, “The Crucible.”

Without really thinking about it, Lud-
wig signed up, knowing it was “a bit of 
a risk.”

Now, as a senior, after two lead role 
performances and two years as presi-
dent of the drama club, Ludwig real-
izes how much that choice has 
changed her.

“Drama has taught me per-
sonally so much and has nur-
tured my passion for theater,” 
Ludwig said. “It’s been such a 
big help with [my acting].”

Having played the lead role, 
Irene Malloy, in last year’s pro-
duction of “The Matchmaker,” 
Ludwig was cast as the lead role 
for a second time in the school’s annual 
fall play this year, which was performed 
last weekend and this weekend as well. 
Ludwig plays the protagonist Elizabeth 
Bennett, a witty, sassy and smart young 
woman. 

The play is based on the novel by 
Jane Austen, a Regency-era piece that 
revolves around Bennett as she matures 
under England’s expectation for women. 
The novel and the play satirize the era’s 
strict social requirements for women. 

Despite her many years of acting ex-
perience, Ludwig said portraying Eliza-
beth was especially difficult because her 
own personality is different from Eliza-
beth’s. 

Through weeks of rehearsal, Ludwig 
said she was able to dive deeper into 
her character’s personality and see what 
qualities she and her character shared, 
such as strong ambition.

 Ludwig said a large part of the play’s 
success results from the positivity of the 
other actors.

“Even just the rehearsals for this 
show have been so much fun, which is 

a really good sign that the play 
itself will be a blast to perform,” 
Ludwig said in the weeks before 
the play opened on Nov. 14. “It 
makes the [show] more enjoy-
able if the audience can tell that 
the actors are giving it their all.”

As president of the drama 
club, she strives to make new-
comers feel as comfortable as 
she did when she joined drama.

She said club members participate in 
annual events such as costume bowling, 
movie nights, field trips to the local the-
ater and Theater Thanksgiving.

Theater Thanksgiving is a way of 
bonding and spending time with group 
members. A drama club tradition, mem-
bers split into groups to prepare dishes 
like pumpkin pie and mashed potatoes, 
and then they all come together and 
share a “huge Thanksgiving meal with 
everyone.” 

“I’ve tried to help create the same en-
vironment for incoming students so they 
can feel like they belong to a club where 
they can have fun on and off the stage,” 
Ludwig said.

Ludwig said the drama club and the 
drama department would not be the 
way it is now without the most impor-
tant person in the program — English 
and drama teacher Sarah Thermond. 

“Ms. Thermond has been an incred-
ible help to me as well as to everyone 
else in drama,” Ludwig said. “I’m not 
sure people realize how lucky we are to 
have such a talented and willing teacher 

to guide and direct us.”
Even after she leaves Saratoga High, 

Ludwig wants to continue having dra-
ma experiences in the road ahead. 

Ludwig hopes to be involved in the 
theater program in college but is mostly 
scared to move on from the great people 
she’s met, crazy characters she’s had to 
act as and the traditions the Little The-
ater held.

“It’s going to be weird without hav-
ing them to look forward to [every 
day],” Ludwig said. “Drama becomes a 
little family and it’s going to be hard to 
say goodbye to mine.” u

Ludwig

BY JuliaMiller

Passion, drive and elegance: 
students’ insight into dancing

DRAMA

BALLET

The world of ballet is most 
commonly known for its stel-
lar display of emotions, grace-
ful twirls and storytelling. 
“The Nutcracker” has become 
one of the most prominent bal-
lets as it epitomizes all of these 
aspects and is a show perform-
ers like junior Felicia Hung 
and sophomore Sarah Auches 
look forward to all year.

Hung began bal-
let when she was 3, 
starting at Los Gatos 
Recreation Center af-
ter watching videos of  
Svetlana Zakharova, a 
famous ballet dancer. 
As Hung progressed 
through dancing, she 
struggled to do certain 
moves or poses.

“Having been born 
with weaker ankles, 
it took me awhile to 
be able to stand on 
pointe,” Hung said. “After 
years of training, it has im-
proved a lot, but [I have had] 
multiple injuries that have af-
fected my dancing.”

Despite the injuries, Hung 
stuck with dance. Though she 
does not enter dance compe-
titions, she participates in the 
annual Nutcracker held by 
her dance academy, the Pacific 
Ballet Academy in Mountain 
View. 

“Once rehearsals start, I ba-
sically live in the studio once 
school ends and on Saturdays,” 
Hung said. “I don’t get to relax 

and catch up with homework 
since I usually camp out in the 
dressing rooms of the theater.”

Now preparing for her 
fourth year in “The Nutcrack-
er,” Hung said she has learned 
not only how to work hard but 
also how to adapt to anything 
that happens. 

“There are times where I 
don’t get picked roles I want, 
and I know the [audition]  pro-
cess isn’t always 100 perfectly 
fair,” Hung said. “Of course I 

get disappointed, but I grow to 
love the parts I am given and 
make the most out of my act-
ing.” This year, she is playing 
the part of the Spanish and 
Arabian lead.

Hung said that what mo-
tivates her to participate each 
year is the connections she has 
formed through dance ever 
since her first lesson.

“Although we are all com-
petitors, we still love each 
other and spend time together 
joking around,” Hung said. 
“From crying over homework 
to talking about life and boy 

problems, we are always the 
first to consult each other.” 

Fellow ballet dancer sopho-
more Sarah Auches, it is also 
“Nutcracker” season. Auches 
began practicing on Sept. 8 as 
she prepares to perform with 
Los Gatos Ballet in the roles of 
the Soldier Doll, Snow Flower, 
and most importantly the Dew 
Drop Fairy. 

During other times of the 
year, she practices four times 
per week for a minimum of 

two hours. For “The Nut-
cracker,” however, she 
must practice for an ad-
ditional hour and a half 
on Saturday and attend 
two-hour long rehearsals 
as the performance date 
comes closer.

Right before the per-
formance weekend is the 
“theater week” in which 
the dancers have rehears-
als after school every 
day until around eight at 
night, Auches said. On 

Wednesday and Thursday of 
that week, there are tech and 
dress rehearsals, so practices 
start after school and finish 
around 10 p.m.

Despite the strenuous 
schedule that comes with the 
performance, Auches said 
that ballet is “something that 
has become both routine and 
increasingly important to me. 
Every year I look forward to 
getting up on stage and per-
forming in front of an audi-
ence, but my favorite part is 
the time I get to spend with my 
friends at the theater.” u

BY JennyQian
& NeilRao

REVIEW

Fall play proves unique

Senior Emily Ludwig gets into character during a dress rehearsal for the play on Nov. 12.
FALCON // SWEEYA RAJ

Every year I look forward 
to getting up on stage and 
performing in front of an 
audience.

“

”sophomore Sarah Auches

If you’re looking for some 
wit, humor and romance, watch 
“Pride and Prejudice” tonight 
and tomorrow at 7:30 p.m. in 
the McAfee Center. 

The show proved unlike past 
fall plays. In the past, the stage 
lights would dim and back-
stage helpers would seamlessly 
change the contents of the set 
as fit. This year, however, scene 
changes occurred continually 
throughout the play, such as the 
transition from Longbourn to 
Pemberley, so all scene changes 
were done by the characters in 
partially dimmed light, allow-
ing the audience to understand 
the continuity of the story.

Like the embedded scene 
changes, the narration and 
dialogue of the play were well 
integrated. For instance, one 
character would turn to the au-
dience and narrate the begin-
ning of a scene, but end with 
a phrase such as “But then Mr. 
Darcy … ” as Darcy began his 
line. This gave the audience a 
way to keep up with the thick 
English accents of the actors 
and the fast-paced dialogue. 

Additionally, director Sarah 
Thermond’s choreography was 
simple yet appropriate because 
it did not distract from the char-
acters’ dialogue during these 
scenes. Her choreography at the 
end of show utilized rhythm 
quite intelligently. The entire 
audience was clapping in sync!

As always, the acting was 
superb. In particular, the Ben-
net family was dynamic and 
captivating. Seniors Neeki 
Tahmassebi and Austin Vil-
lanueva, who played Mrs. and 

Mr. Bennet, respectively, were 
an engaging pair. Tahmassebi 
kept the audience laughing and 
alert with her perfect portrayal 
of an overbearing mother who 
wastes no time in arranging her 
daughter’s marriages, while 
Villanueva’s calm yet sarcastic 
comments complimented Mrs. 
Bennet’s shrill behavior. 

The two youngest sisters, 
Kitty and Lydia, played by 
sophomores Amelia Berardo 
and Hannah Yoon, respectively, 
were perfectly giggly as called 
for. Yoon played her charac-
ter exceedingly convincingly, 
causing the audience to erupt 
in laughter when she raised 
her voice an octave and began 
fighting with her older sister. 
When Berardo got mad at Yoon, 
her childish sadness was not 
only convincing, but hilarious.

The two eldest sisters, Jane 
and Elizabeth, were played by 
junior Saya Sivaram and senior 
Emily Ludwig, respectively. Si-
varam’s composure and kind 
intonation fit the character of 
Jane well. Ludwig’s sassy and 
witty portrayal of Elizabeth was 
further exemplified through 
her articulate accent and subtle 
body movements. 

Furthermore, junior Julie Cai 
who played Mary Bennet, had 
an impeccable accent. Her skill 
was apparent as during her first 
scene when she quite gracefully 
interrupted her entire family as 
she spoke eloquently about the 
definition of pride.

Many other characters were 
skillfully portrayed as well, al-
lowing for an incredibly com-
pelling show. So what are you 
waiting for? Go buy your tick-
ets if you haven’t already! u

BY VibhaSeshadri
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Senior anticipates early admission results 

Senior Caroline Oliver moved her 
mouse idly, trailing back and forth 
across the Common Application website 
browser. 

It was Oct. 29, three nights before her 
Barnard College early decision and Bos-
ton College and Santa Clara University 
early action applications were due, and 
Oliver felt her heart pulsing as her fin-
gers tingled with a sense of anticipation 
and uncertainty. Finally, she worked up 
the courage after several hours with her 
mom’s support, and clicked the last but-
ton — submit. 

For Oli-
ver, the Nov. 1 
early applica-
tion deadline 
was especially 
stressful: not 
only because 
it was diffi-
cult to balance 
studying for 
midterms with 
perfecting her 
essays dur-
ing the weeks 
leading up to it, but also because months 
of hard work came down to this one mo-
ment. 

“I think the scariest part was submit-
ting the last ‘submit’ button and having 
no control over the decision,” Oliver 
said. “In school, you can always control 
your grades and what you are going 
to do. But for college applications, it is 
completely out of your hands, and it’s 
just terrifying sometimes.” 

Though Oliver initially considered 
writing her supplemental essays, each 
college’s specific essay prompt outside 

of the Common Application, as “the big-
gest leap” in the application process, she 
soon came to the realization that there 
are several other steps that ate up sig-
nificant time. 

During the days preceding the Nov. 1 
early application deadline, Oliver found 
herself scrambling to finish the logistical 
aspects of entering personal informa-
tion, listing extracurriculars, and so on, 
though her essays were finished a cou-
ple days in advance. 

Oliver credits her organizational skills 
to her mom, who she said is very savvy 
with Google Spreadsheets and helps to 
keep her on top of her colleges’ various 

deadlines. 
With the sup-

port she has been 
receiving and 
her own deter-
mination, Oliver 
said she has been 
“going through 
waves of “every-
thing is not OK” 
to “everything 
will be OK,” but 
[she] is usually 
a “lot less anx-
ious than [she] 

thought [she] would be.” 
In general, Oliver feels like she is in a 

good place with the college process. 
With the Nov. 1 deadline now behind 

her, Oliver has been attending college 
presentations on campus to get a feel for 
the general atmospheres of the schools 
she is applying to. 

Out of the few presentations that she 
has attended, she said the Vassar Col-
lege representative’s seminar stood out 
the most to her, as only four students at-
tended the meeting.

“[The Vassar conference] seemed 

more like a conversation rather than just 
a presentation,” Oliver said. “For me, I 
like smaller class sizes because per-
sonal connections are important 
to me, and there [was] definite-
ly a lot of time for us to ask 
questions that [were] more 
important to us at the meet-
ing.”

In the meantime, as 
she waits for early ap-
plication results that come 
out in mid-December, Oliver 
has been working hard on study-
ing for finals and completing regular 
application supplementals for the Jan. 1 
deadline. 

As of now, Oliver has finished her UC 

application and plans on submitting it as 
the Nov. 30 deadline comes closer, so she 
is looking forward to enjoying Thanks-

giving break with her family. 
Since several of the essay 

prompts for her regular ap-
plications are similar to 
those for her early ap-
plications, the process is 

much smoother to handle. 
“I’m just looking forward 

to having everything done,” 
Oliver said. “Either something 

really good is going to happen 
or something really bad is going to 

happen, and I’m hoping to at least be in 
the middle. I’m shooting for that ‘every-
thing is going to be OK.’" u

“learning journey” where par-
ticipants talk about their own 
personal education story and so 
the administration decided to 
take this exercise to the homes 
if students

“We as teachers can under-
stand their parents’ expecta-
tions, why they have these ex-
pectations, what they think the 
school is doing well and what 
they need to improve on,” Moh-
nike said. “It just allows us to 
get us into the community a lit-
tle bit more rather than just try-
ing to solve the problem alone.”

The administration has ad-
vertised these at-home meet-
ings through principal Paul 
Robinson’s week-
ly email. Mohnike 
said 22 families 
have volunteered 
for these meet-
ings. 20 have taken 
place. 

Other par-
ticipating staff 
members  include  
teachers Chinese 
teachers Sara 
Tseng and Mariam 
Fan, science teach-
ers Kristen Hamil-
ton, Kelly Nicholson and Jenny 
Garcia, English teacher Cath-
erine Head, guidance counselor 

Eileen Allen and assistant prin-
cipal Brian Safine.

“I think it is a great way for 

the school and teachers to un-
derstand the parents’ point of 
view and at the same time it is 

a good way for parents to share 
their learning experience,” Fan 
said.

Generally, two 
teachers go to a single 
home. They are as-
signed to homes on 
a Google document 
where teachers’ op-
timal times for meet-
ings are recorded and 
scheduled.

Following the in-
terviews, they will 
examine the respons-
es they have gotten 
and look for trends.  
“We will then revise 

the questions and go back out 
again; it is a learning process,” 
Mohnike said. u

COLLEGE

BOUND

BY SpringMa
& EileenToh

Parent’s fruit sales raise money
SPORTS BOOSTERS FUNDRAISER

 

During the Homecoming football 
game on Oct. 16, parent Ken Lee donned 
a white apron and cut apples into thin 
slices. His message to those passing by: 
”Order apples online, pick them up at 
school! We even donate a portion of 
profits to Sports Boosters!”

Lee recently partnered with Venice 
Produce to start a Healthy Schools fun-
draising effort. The group sells fruits, 
ranging from “the most delicious ap-
ples in the world” to oranges and per-
simmons.

 Ten percent of the profits are do-
nated to support Sports Boosters. Al-
though the organization donates to the 
school, it is still aiming to make a profit.

Because all the fruits are sold direct-
ly, Lee said prices are cheaper and it is 

more convenient to pick up than going 
to a supermarket. After school, he sets 
up his booth outside the Large Gym to 
sell and hands out ordered fruit.

Though the company’s produce has 
been well received among those who 
have tried it, Lee said that the fund-
raiser has not gotten the attention it 
deserves. Currently, they hand out free 
samples at home football games, where 
they gain most of their recognition. 

“Those apples are amazing,” sopho-
more Nguyen Do said. “Every time I at-
tend a football game, I make sure to get 
as many as I can.”

So far, the program has raised 100 
dollars for Sports Boosters.

“Healthy Schools has only been 
around for about a month or so,” Lee 
said. “The program is relatively new, so 
we’re expecting to grow this year.” u

BY RolandShen

Senior Caroline Oliver, president of the Social Justice Club, leads a dicussion on Nov. 4.
FALCON // SWEEYA RAJ
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I think it is a great 
way for the school and 
teachers to understand 
the parents’ point of 
view.

Chinese teacher Mariam Fan

The scariest part was 
submitting the last ‘submit’ 
button and having no 
control over the decision.

“

”senior Caroline Oliver

bigidea
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Staff members participating
Ms. Tseng, Ms. Fan, Ms. Ham-
ilton, Ms. Nicholson, Ms. Moh-
nike, Ms. Garcia, Ms. Head, 
Ms. Allen and Mr. Safine are 
part of this program. 

Number of families involved 
Twenty-two households have 
volunteered for the meetings; 
20 of these meetings have al-
ready taken place.

Content of these conferences 
The staff is having conversa-
tions with parents in order to 
learn the parents’ point of view.

Administration visits
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America (BoA), the band’s performance, 
with its “Quest” theme of an optical il-
lusion journey, swept the three caption 
awards from the competition as well: 
Outstanding Music Performance, Out-
standing Visual Performance and Out-
standing General Effect. 

“It was pure heaven hearing the an-
nouncer’s words, and there was this 
feeling of euphoria on the field,” said 
VandeVort, the head manager for the 
band. “So many people were ready to 
cry because we finally saw how much 
all of our hard work paid off.”

This victory marked the band’s first 
regional competition in recent memory 
in which they swept all the possible 
awards. 

After three years of participating in 
BoA and winning first in its class divi-
sion each year, the band was finally able 
to win the other categories as well as 
place first in finals.

“The final performance was special 
because the entire band, from students 
to staff to parents, all had the same men-
tality going into this performance,” as-
sociate instrumental music director Jon-
athan Pwu said. “You could definitely 
feel the energy, focus and concentration 
during the warm-up.”

Pwu also complimented the student 
leaders of the band and expressed his 
gratitude for the “behind-the-scenes” 
heroes — parent volunteers and visual 
performing arts coordinator Takako 
Hasegawa — whose help throughout 
the season have contributed to this suc-
cess.

For senior drum major Shiva Djab-
bari, this “remarkable final perfor-
mance” marked the highlight of her se-
nior year.

“I couldn’t ask for a better ending to 
our competitive season,” Djabbari said. 
“As a senior, I realized how important 
my band family is to me. They’re irre-
placeable, and the memories I make with 
them every day are worth more than any 
first place trophy.”

Compared to the band’s performance 
on Oct. 31 at the Western Band Asso-
ciation (WBA) Dublin Competition in 
Dublin, VandeVort said there was vast 
improvement. 

In Dublin, the band managed to se-
cure first for the High Music Award but 
placed second in its class.

“[At BoA], we fixed a lot of the small 
errors that held us back in Dublin,” he 
said. “We were able to bring our perfor-
mance up a notch this time, which really 
separated us from the other bands.”

Though overshadowed by the im-
mense accomplishment at American 
Canyon, band members saw the Dublin 
competition as a success as well. 

“The positive energy during and af-
ter we performed was so high,” Djabbari 
said. “The best part of the performance 
was getting to see everyone’s accom-
plished smiles after.” 

In Pleasanton on Oct. 24, the band 
also competed with 50 high schools from 
California and Nevada in the Foothill 
Band Review, placing first overall. Per-
cussion and Color Guard both placed 
second in their respective divisions in 
the competition as well.

Despite failing to make the same im-

pact as they did at BoA with these earlier 
competitions, VandeVort said that they 
“got to their [BoA-level performance] as 
a team.”

“Though we hadn’t been perfect 
throughout the year, [we managed] 
to bring it all together at the end with 
BoA,” VandeVort said.

The band will be marching in the Los 
Gatos Holiday Parade along with Red-
wood Middle School on Dec. 5. After the 
parade, the band will head off to march 
in Pasedena’s Rose Parade on Jan. 1. u

Season picks up steam with two major tournaments 

The muffled sound of dinner goers 
in BJ’s Restaurant and Brewhouse was 
slightly louder than usual as dozens 
of speech and debaters met for a team 
bonding event on the evening of Nov. 1.

Last year, these events, started by 
class of 2015 alumna Anjali Manghnani, 
catered mostly to the individual events 
speakers, though anyone could join. 
As this year’s season started, the head 
coaches and students decided to con-
tinue Manghnani’s tradition, but on a 
larger scale.

Sophomore Divya Rallabandi orga-
nized the most recent event. 

Sophomore Maya Tirumurti felt that 
the event helped both speech and debat-
ers team members feel unified regard-
less of their specialty. 

While most of the students who at-
tended were underclassmen, Tirumurti 
said that it was nice to meet with the 

new students and make friends with de-
baters who she had not met before.

At the event, students discussed the 
upcoming tournaments, such as the Na-
tional Par-
liamentary 
Debate In-
vi tat ional 
( N P D I ) 
held at the 
University 
of Califor-
nia, Berke-
ley, which 
took place 
on Nov. 14-
15. 

Due to 
the high level of competition at this tour-
nament, the team had to prepare rigor-
ously.

Since Parliamentary debaters learn 
their topic 20 minutes before the round, 
participants like the team of seniors Alex 
Li and Aakash Thumaty have been read-

ing up on current events extensively. 
They have also been practicing kritiks, 
which Li said “are philosophical argu-
ments used in debates to address the 

fundamen-
tal philo-
s o p h i c a l 
issues with 
a team’s 
position.”

 A t 
the tourna-
ment, Li 
and Thu-
maty, held 
a 4-2 record 
in the pre-
l i m i n a r y 

rounds, which allowed them to break to 
the double octofinals elimination round. 
However, Li and Thumaty lost with a 
3-0 vote from the judges. 

“It was quite a disappointing end,” 
Thumaty said. “The judges concluded 
that our kritik was invalid when weigh-

ing the round upon our own proposed 
framework.”

The upcoming Santa Clara University 
Dempsey Cronin Invitational will take 
place from Nov. 21-23. This invitational 
welcomes debaters and speakers in both 
novice and varsity. 

Speakers are already preparing for 
the tournament alongside the debaters. 
Some have found unique ways to prac-
tice speaking.

Rallabandi, and avid Original Ora-
tory speaker is making full use of her 
resources when practicing.

“I practice my speech in front of my 
parents, to my coaches, to my family  
friends who aren’t fluent in English, and 
I treat all of their feedback with equal 
and utmost respect because in the end, 
any one of them could judge at a tourna-
ment,” Rallabandi said.

Rallabandi and other OO speakers 
are hoping to place well at the tourna-
ment to gain a pass to the state competi-
tion next year. u

SPEECH AND DEBATE

BY VibhaSeshadri
& RolandShen

Team prepares to compete 
in interactive science event

The Science Olympiad team is ready 
to begin preparing for the Science 
Olympiad Regionals on March 19. Sci-
ence Club officers have already chosen 
the team, and the individual members 
of the team are working hard to prepare 
for their events.

Science Olympiad is often compared 
to Science Bowl, a “Jeopardy!”-like triv-
ia contest. Science Olympiad, however, 
is geared to underclassmen and focuses 
in different areas.

Junior Nicholas Sum, one of the orga-
nizers of Science Olympiad, said there is 
nothing “Jeopardy!”-like in Olympiad. 
For example, there are events like labs, 
builds, and written tests in different ar-
eas. These events are more interactive in 
comparison to Bowl’s pure questioning.

Another major difference is that Sci-
ence Bowl is much more exclusive and 

includes an extensive tryout process. To 
make the Science Bowl team, students 
must score well on a test and also do 
well in a buzzer simulation. Science 
Olympiad, on the other hand, is more 
open to members looking to join, as 
there is a minimal tryout process. 

In Science Olympiad regionals, dif-
ferent Science Olympiad teams from 
different schools will compete in vari-
ous events, ranging from conducting 
labs to filling out written tests. In total, 
there are 25 different events for teams to 
compete in.

Science Olympiad participants will 
practice on their own until Science 
Olympiad regionals. 

There will be weekly or biweekly 
meetings where officers will help stu-
dents with their projects or to check up 
on their progress.

“This year, we are planning to work 
very hard to do well at the competi-
tion,” Sum said. u

CLUBS

BY RolandShen
& KellyXiao

Saratoga Strings performs at 
San Francisco State festival

Arriving at San Francisco State Uni-
versity for the annual San Francisco 
music festival at noon on Oct. 23, the or-
chestra prepared to perform in front of 
fellow high school orchestras from the 
Bay Area. Quietly observing and listen-
ing, the clinicians, who were members 
of a professional string quartet, pre-
pared to offer their advice and criticism.

The Saratoga Strings orchestra per-
formed Russell Peck’s “Signs of Life” 
and Arcangelo Corelli’s “La Folia.” Also 
participating in the festival were the 
lower orchestra levels.

“We’ve been practicing our reper-
toire since the beginning of the year, so 
it’s been two or three months now,” se-
nior concertmaster Danny Gao said. “I 
feel like the group was more responsive 
this year to the judges’ comments. It’s 
always helpful to get outside feedback.”

Senior bass player Michael Fukuda, 
who has been playing for eight years, 
said that the clinicians offered useful 
advice. In particular, they spoke to the 
musicians about balancing resonance 
among the sections and making sure 
that the sounds complement each other.

“I think that the judges went way 
more into detail,” Fukuda said. “At 
most clinics, a lot of the commentary 
is just praise and not that much advice, 
but I feel like in this one there was a lot 
of stuff we could take in.”

Besides the clinical work, Fukuda 
enjoyed the social aspects of the trip as 
well.

“It was really fun hanging out with 
all of the orchestra people that I know,” 
Fukuda said.

The orchestra looks forward to its 
culminating winter concert on Dec. 1, 
during which it will perform Christmas 
melodies and other pieces including 
Karl Jenkins’ “Palladio.” u

MUSIC

BY KarissaDong
& KatherineZhou

BAND 
continued from pg. 1

Band performs during the break between JV and varsity Homecoming match on Oct. 16. 
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It was quite a 
disappointing end. The 
judges concluded that 
our kritik was invalid.

senior Aakash Thumaty
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While students travel across the 
world or eat turkey with their family, 
teachers also have unique ways of 
celebrating Thanksgiving: from taking 
an annual trip to Disneyland to hosting 
an “orphan Thanksgiving.” 

For English teacher Rosalie Chung, 
Thanksgiving is a time to catch up with 
her friends and family and enjoy a big 
meal. Unlike traditional turkey dinners, 
Chung celebrates with a Chinese-
American fusion meal.

“When I lived with my parents in 
New York, we would invite lots of 
family friends and relatives to have a 
large dinner,” Chung said. “Usually, we 
would have honeyed ham and maybe 
turkey with stuffing, but the rest of the 
dishes were more Chinese in nature. 
Afterwards, we would discuss what we 
were thankful for in the past year.”

Likewise, choir teacher Andrew Ford 
spends Thanksgiving with his family. 
He and his family travel to Disneyland 
on Wednesday, and they then spend 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday at the 
park and come home on Sunday. This 
tradition began 10 years ago after the 
large Thanksgiving dinner with his 
extended family became more difficult 

to do since family members began 
getting married and having children. 

Ford said that they eat Thanksgiving 
dinner at Big Thunder Ranch Barbecue. 
However, this part of the tradition 
will end after this year because the 
restaurant is closing in 2016. 

“It’s the one time of the year for three 
days that we all get to be together,” Ford 
said. “We don’t have to worry about 
who’s got rehearsal or who’s got work, 
it’s just three days of being a family at 
Disneyland.” 

English teacher Suzanne Herzman 
also has a tradition that she 
always looks forward to celebrate. 
Herzman and her close friends 
created an original tradition called 
“orphan Thanksgiving” because it  
started with spending time with people 
who did not have a place to go for 
Thanksgiving. 

Herzman, who was raised in 
New York, said that when she 
moved to California in her 20s, she 
never really went back home for 
Thanksgiving.  She has celebrated all  
of her Thanksgivings with her close 
friends since moving to California. 

“If there’s  snow, we [celebrate] at 
Kirkwood [Ski Resort]; if there’s not, 
we do it at San Francisco or Santa Cruz 
at one of our homes,” Herzman said. u

Staff shares unique, fun 
Thanksgiving traditions 

Five minutes to midnight on Thanks-
giving last year, sophomores Gina Hi-
nojosa and Siobhan Pollard Burgos 
crowded outside Westfield Valley Fair 
mall. They stood shivering in the 50 de-
gree weather, but they refused to loosen 
the deadly grips they held on their wal-
lets.  

When midnight struck, people 
streamed through the glass doors and 
into the two-story mall. Black Friday 
shoppers shoved each other aside and 
sprinted down the carpeted floors, as 
they tried to be first to get to the so-
called best deals of the year.

Two years ago, Hinojosa and Pollard 
Burgos began a tradition that they hope 
to keep in the years to come — Black 
Friday shopping.

“It’s worth going, but don’t bring a 
small amount of money just because it’s 
Black Friday like I did the first year I 
went,” Hinojosa said. “I had this image 
in my head that everything was going 
to be super cheap, but sometimes the 
deals are still expensive.”

People who attend Black Friday 
must be ready for the swarms of deal-
hungry shoppers. According to Pollard 
Burgos, lines go out the door in some 
stores, and the cash registers “sound 

like they’re nearly splitting in two.”
Some adult shopaholics choose to 

skip  Black Friday because of these ruth-
less crowds and gigantic lines.

 On the other hand, teenagers like 
Hinojosa and Pollard Burgos, enjoy it 
more because of the crazy all-night ad-
venture. 

“Even though most of the night is 
spent just waiting in line, Black Friday 
lines aren’t just any lines,” Pollard Bur-
gos said. “There’s a rebellious feeling 
you get from shopping all night.”

Both remember the exhilaration of 
sprinting down those mall floors, try-
ing to see above all the shoppers’ heads 
to locate their favorite stores. They also 
recall the sense of relief after digging in 
the racks to find the clothes that they 
had their eyes on before coming.

Despite the great deals and buying 
items that usually aren’t cheap, Hinojo-
sa said that it’s all about spending time 
with friends and holding a tradition 
that has become something she looks 
forward to every year.

“The experience is the biggest reason 
why I go,” Hinojosa said.  “I’d rather [go 
to Black Friday] than just online shop all 
by myself [on Cyber Monday]. It’s more 
fun when you go with a bunch of your 
friends at 3 a.m. and have a good time 
and make memories.” u

BY JuliaMiller

Friends continue exhilarating 
Black Friday shopping custom 

On the road: a family’s travels during break
During Thanksgiving break, many 

people stay home and celebrate with 
a traditional dinner with family and 
friends.  But for sophomore Christine 
Schultz, Thanksgiving means leaving 
behind  the comforts of home.

Since moving to Saratoga in sev-
enth grade from Denmark, Schultz and 
her family have made traveling during 
Thanksgiving their family tradition. 

“We’ve gone camping for the past 
three years along with two other Danish 
families,” Schultz said. “We plan to do it 
again and again because we’ve found it 
so fun to sleep underneath the beautiful 
starry skies.” 

In past years, Schultz has gone to 
Death Valley and Mike’s Bay in Lake 
Tahoe. Her favorite memory at Mike’s 
Bay is of sitting in front of the campfire 
with her family, baking one of her favor-
ite Danish snacks, snobrød, and roast-
ing turkey. Snobrød is a traditional treat 
made by slowly roasting bread that’s 
wrapped around a stick over a campfire.

This year, her family will be going to 

Southern California to camp at Joshua 
Tree National Park. 

“It’s a feeling you can’t describe,” 
Schultz said. “There’s just something 
about lying outdoors in the cool air 
wrapped in comfy sweaters and blan-
kets, looking up on the stars. It’s so 
special, and the peace and quiet is so 
unique. You can’t find it anywhere else.”

Because she is Danish, Thanksgiving 
isn’t “necessarily part of [her] culture,” 
so Schultz and her family have discov-
ered their own,  unconventional way of 
celebrating. 

“Instead of sitting around a table talk-
ing about what we’re grateful [for] at 
home, we take family bonding and put 
it into fun activities,” Schultz said.

Her favorite camping activities in-
clude picnicking, playing creative team 
games, singing silly songs together 
around a campfire and riding around 
on the back of a bike while the soft wind 
blows through her hair. 

“Throughout Thanksgiving, the one 
thing I know I can be absolutely grateful 
for is being able to spend time with my 
family like this,” Schultz said. u

Two staff members will be 
doing their part to support the 
senior class by donning festive 
pilgrim and turkey costumes on 
Nov. 24, the day before Thanks-
giving break. 

The question remains: who 
will be the faces behind the tur-
key and pilgrim? 

Senior class officers have 
been promoting their “Turkey 
up your Teacher” fundraiser by 
passing around festively deco-
rated jars to collect money for 
teachers in the competition.

The teachers with the jars 
who collect the most money 
win the competition, and ulti-
mately, the pilgrim and turkey 
costumes for a day. 

“[The students] have a lot of 

respect for our teachers, so we 
thought it would be fun to col-
laborate with them,” class rep-
resentative Karen Chen said.

Students have until Nov. 20 
to cast their votes by donating 
loose change in jars labeled 
with the names of teachers.

This year, the senior 
class officers decided to 
pair up the teachers in or-
der to get more teach-
ers involved. 

Because many 
of the teachers 
are from the 
same depart-
ments or had 
similar groups 
of students, the officers 
consolidated the votes by 
grouping teachers 
into pairs. 

Biology and AP Environ-
mental Science teacher Kristen 
Thompson, for example, often 
stops by Biology and Earth Sci-
ence teacher Lisa Cochrum’s 
room during class to send fun-
ny notes or recount memories 
from their travels together to 
Cochrum’s students. Natu-

rally, the two friends were 
paired together. 

Drama teacher Sarah 
Thermond and choir 

teacher Andrew 
Ford; Mike Davey 
and Jerry Sheehy 
from the his-
tory department; 
journalism teach-

er Mike Tyler and Eng-
lish teacher Ken Nguyen; 

Suzanne Herzman 
and Natasha Ritchie 

from the English department; 
math teachers Jennifer Mantle 
and Audrey Warmuth; and 
science teachers Janny Caha-
tol and Cheryl Lenz were also 
grouped together. 

The fundraiser idea was 
initially created by the class of 
2015’s senior class officers, who 
wanted to put a festive spin on 
the traditional food fundraiser. 

2015 senior class president 
Josh Pi said that “Turkey up 
your Teacher” was one of his 
classes’ most successful fund-
raisers. 

It raised over $300 and was 
an “entertaining sideshow dur-
ing a time when the oncoming 
finals workload increased.” 

(Music teacher Mike Boitz 
wore the gobbler garb and 
Todd Dwyer and Matt Weland-

er dressed up as pilgrims last 
year.)

The fundraiser’s proceeds 
will go directly to the class’s 
senior prom funds, ultimately 
lowering the price of bids when 
they go on sale in May. 

According to Chen, the se-
nior class officers want to make 
prom as accessible as possible 
for all the students who want to 
attend.

“The senior class officers 
have a wonderful prom planned 
out, and we have a goal of get-
ting as many seniors as possible 
to go to prom because it’s our 
last year,” Chen said. “We don’t 
want any seniors missing out 
because of financial issues, so 
we have a wide variety of fun-
draisers planned out to bring 
down the ticket prices.” u

Turkey time: Paired teachers raise money for seniors
BY SpringMa

Sophomore Christine Schultz looks out over Mike’s Bay in Lake Tahoe during one of her 
previous Thanksgiving trips.

Courtesy of CHRISTINE SCHULTZ
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more equal. 
For instance, two years ago, 

the incoming freshman class 
size was 356 and the graduating 
class size was 340.

Another factor in the enroll-
ment drop, said assistant prin-
cipal Kerry Mohnike, is that the 
school usually receives 40 to 50 
freshmen from private schools. 

This year, it received only five 
students.

According to Mohnike, the 
strong economy has also had a 
slight effect on the enrollment 
decline. 

When the downturn oc-
curred a few years ago, the 
school saw a slight increase in 
student population. Some fami-
lies decided to switch to pub-
lic schools instead of private 
schools because of the high cost 
of private schools. 

Safine said that the enroll-
ment decline has not affected 
the class sizes. 

This year, the average class 
size in the school is 27, which 
Safine said is “an appropriate 
size for learning.” 

Last year, the average class 
size was about the same, and 
the average two years ago was 
28.

Safine said enrollment is not 
down districtwide. 

At Los Gatos High School, 

the student population is 
around 1,900 students, almost  a 
600 student difference between 
the schools. 

As he looks ahead, princi-
pal Paul Robinson is not overly 
concerned about short-term de-
clines in enrollment.

Because Redwood Middle 
School now has more eighth 
graders than last year, this will 
create a larger freshman class 
next year.

The next freshman class is 

expected to have 325 students, 
which is larger than the last.

But after that, the next fresh-
man class size will drop off 
again due to a smaller seventh 
grade class.

“When you are in a small 
district, there can be sudden 
shifts in enrollment,” Robinson 
said. 

“We make the best guess we 
can [about the school size], but 
we [will] never know for sure 
until everyone shows up.” u
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 ENTREPRENEURSHIP

MAP EVENT

Speakers present ‘Pathways to Success’
About 100 students got relevant ad-

vice from three media and technology 
professionals during a MAP speaker se-
ries event held in the McAfee Center on 
Nov. 5.

This year’s theme was “Pathways to 
Success,” and guest speakers included 
Ram Kapoor (executive director of mar-
keting and digital communications at 
UC Berkeley) and Beth Davies (director 
of learning and development at Tesla). 
Odom Kramer, manager of the learning 
studio at Tesla, attended the meeting as 
well. 

“The goal [was] to inform people 
about what it’s like working in those 
fields, and how to get [a career] if they’re 
interested,” said junior Ryan Westman, 
who was one of the emcees of the event.

As opposed to past years where the 

student hosts guided the presentations, 
this year, the speakers led their own 
30-minute presentations.

In Kapoor’s presentation, he ex-
plained his background and experiences 
in the field of media. 

In addition, Kramar displayed his 
techniques for creating videos, while 
Davies talked more about the technicali-
ties and logistics of the learner studio at 
Tesla.

“Both the Tesla speakers heavily re-
lied on audience input and questions, so 
that was a nice change and was a great 
way to get everyone involved,” said se-
nior Saro Acharya, who was also an em-
cee.

Acharya was especially impressed 
with Kapoor, who talked about his child-
hood, as he moved from place to place. 

After immigrating from India, Ka-
poor worked at many small Indian ad-

BY CaitlynChen

Senior Saro Acharya and junior Ryan Westman listen to speakers at the MAP event on Nov. 
5. Acharya and Westman, both MAP students, hosted the speakers in the McAfee Center.
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MIT Launch experience    
inspires junior to start club 

In room 003, students cloaked in 
hoodies and other suitable Silicon 
Valley attire scramble in teams be-
fore pitching their startup ideas to 
the relentless audience of peers in 
front of them, all hoping to build the 
“next big thing” that will shake in-
dustries at their foundations.

This year, junior Theo Luan has 
created the MIT Launch Club, an 
entrepreneurship club sponsored by 
the MIT Launch summer program 
he attended this past summer.

“Entrepreneurship club targets 
those who not only want 
to learn about different fac-
ets of business, but want to 
experience the process of 
growing a startup from a 
simple idea to a function-
ing company,” Luan said.

The school already has 
widely recognized many 
successful business clubs 
such as DECA and FBLA.

However, Luan said 
that neither of them target 
the specific niche of starting a com-
pany from scratch.

Luan was inspired to start the 
club after attending the selective 
MIT Launch 4-week entrepreneurial 
summer program. 

He said he had no knowledge of 
entrepreneurship or business at all 
prior to the competition.

“Five weeks later, I had all the 
knowledge I needed to start a com-
pany straight out of high school if I 
had wanted,” Luan said. 

Luan pitched an idea with his 
team called “Bulkr,” a platform for 
crowdsourcing organic produce di-
rectly from farms. 

Bulkr claims it is “local, afford-
able, convenient and fresh.”

Luan’s team won the Best Ex-
ecution award for Bulkr in the final 
pitch ceremony. 

According to Luan, creating a 
startup in high school is an invalu-
able experience. 

Because of its proximity to Sili-
con Valley, SHS is an incubator for 
talented tech-entrepreneurs.

Although the curriculum is pre-
determined by the MIT Launch pro-
gram, Luan said he plans on invit-
ing experienced guest speakers as 
members team up to create startups 

they will pitch at the MIT 
Launch competition in the 
spring. 

The MIT Launch Club 
also partnered with the 
Application Developer’s 
Club if members want to 
create apps. 

“Not only are students 
given experience that will 
benefit them later if they 
wish to pursue entrepre-
neurship in the future, but 

they are also taught skills that will 
help them in other career paths,” 
Luan said. “Teamwork, communi-
cation skills, and financing are all 
taught in the curriculum through-
out the year and give students an 
edge in the competitive job market.”

The MIT Launch club, with over 
20 members and four teams, meets 
every Thursday in room 003 to de-
velop companies. 

Many teams have already pre-
sented their ideas, and have begun 
to work on their products. Luan said 
he hopes that at least one team from 
the club will get accepted into the 
MIT Launch competition. u

BY MilesAlbert

Luan

TRENDS 
continued from pg. 1

vertising firms before landing a job at 
UC Berkeley. Acharya said Kapoor’s 
journey to success wasn’t easy, but it 

proved to the audience that no matter 
where people come from, they have the 
ability to reach success. u
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Rushing into first period at 12:10 p.m., 
students scrambled to take out all their 
materials for the first class of the day. But 
only 22 minutes later, they found them-
selves packing up for second period. 

Roughly 500 students took the PSAT 
on the morning of Oct. 28. Exhausted 
after a pressure-packed three-and-a-half 
hour testing period, these students then 
had to endure another three hours of 
class. 

In previous years, the PSAT was held 
on Saturday. But, this is the first year 
that College Board took away the chance 
to test on Saturday, and as a result, the 
school was forced to make scheduling 
decisions.

The PSAT was held on Wednesday 
morning from 8 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.; stu-
dents had a break for lunch, and then 
proceeded to 22-minute class periods 
from 12:10 p.m. to 3:14 p.m. In addition, 
Monday and Tuesday had Thursday and 
Friday schedules, respectively. 

For me, up until Wednesday, the 
schedule that week was perfect. With 
Monday as a block schedule, I didn’t 
have to stay up Sunday night to finish all 
seven periods of homework. Tuesday’s 
schedule also was convenient. Since I 
had multiple tests this week, having tu-
torial on Tuesday was helpful for me. 

The schedule change served as a “trial 
round” for the potential full block sched-
ule, with both days being block schedule 

days. And personally, I’m all for it. 
Those first two days were nice. But 

I definitely spoke too soon, because 
Wednesday was hell. Wednesdays are 
supposed to have late starts. They are 
supposed to be my catch-up days, mak-
ing up for all the sleep I lost on Monday 
and Tuesday. Honestly, waking up be-
fore 8 a.m. on Wednesdays should be il-
legal in this country. 

I, however, woke up to my alarm at 
7 a.m. that Wednesday, already regret-
ting paying 30 dollars to take the stupid 
three-and-a-half hour test. Luckily, it 
was “Would You Be My Friend If I Wore 
This?” Wednesday, so I didn’t even 
bother changing before going to school. 
Testing, as always, was dreadful. Stan-
dardized testing... it doesn’t get much 
worse than standardized testing.

But then, it does! 
After three-and-a-half hours of read-

ing dreadful passages on posture and 
patriotism, you get another three hours 
of all seven of your classes! Oh, what 
fun!

Not to mention those 22-minute class-
es were almost useless; even our teach-
ers admitted it. What can you do in 22 
minutes? I can’t even edit an Instagram 
picture in 22 minutes, let alone do ac-
tual schoolwork. Even more exhausting, 
there’s no break between the seven class-
es — only a short five minute passing. 
Going from chemistry teacher Janny Ca-
hatol’s class to anywhere is hard as it is. 
But having to run from Cahatol to your 

locker and then to another classroom is 
cardio. Good thing I wore sweats.

The only two things I learned on 
Wednesday were — No. 1: there are free 
response portions to the PSAT math sec-
tions, and No. 2: even if I dress atrocious-
ly, my friends will still be my friends. 

On the Thursday and Friday follow-
ing the PSAT, I was also flooded with 
tests. As a sophomore, I felt like I was 
drowning. I can’t imagine how juniors 
taking the AP Chemistry midterm made 
it out alive.

Overall, I understand why the school  
revised the schedule to accommodate 
for the College Board’s changes. The 
school had to make that testing day a 
school day in order to reach the standard 
school days per year. But still, I think the 

school should have a little more mercy 
on juniors (and sophomores). 

After taking the PSAT, the only thing 
I wanted to do was go home.  

For the sake of the juniors and sopho-
mores, even sacrificing one of the Teach-
er Work Days would be better for our 
education. 

Also, if possible, it would be nice if 
teachers, especially the junior teachers, 
could avoid scheduling their own tests 
for that week. 

Yes, it was a hard week on everyone. 
But on the bright side, we all made it out 
alive. 

And as a reward for our hard work 
and dedication, the weekend arrived, 
blessing us with daylight savings and an 
extra hour of much-needed sleep. u

 When the 300 or so stu-
dents decked out with Peter 
Pan hats and carrying light-
sabers filed into the already-
packed Large Gym for the 
Homecoming dance on Oct. 
17, something was already off. 

Even though each admin-
istrator was equipped with 
a Breathalyzer, the pungent 
smell of alcohol later wafted 
throughout the Large Gym. It 
was clear that some students 
had arrived at the dance al-
ready under the influence, 
and some of these students 
were caught later in the night. 

The administration enforces 
a strict dance policy that is most 
often times successful. But in 
order to mitigate other inap-
propriate student behaviors 
such as drinking, the dance 

security policy should be en-
forced even more tightly, and 
students should be informed of 
its guidelines even more clearly. 

At the beginning of every 
school year, each of the four 
administrators gives a presen-
tation on student conduct at 
school events in all students’ 
history classes. Despite this 
strong effort to be clear, there 
are still students who blatantly 
disregard the policies, care-
lessly signing their names on 
student activities contracts and 
later violating these guidelines.

Students who are under the 
influence at dances may know 
that they will get into some trou-
ble if caught, but they probably 
don’t know that according to 
the California Education Code, 
the penalty for a first offense is 
an up to 5-day suspension (or 
possible expulsion). Adminis-

trators may also prohibit these 
students from attending future 
dances or participating in ex-
tracurricular activities, includ-
ing sports, in the school year. 

Another visible symbol of 
tougher enforcement is having 
sheriff’s deputies at the danc-
es. The school requests school 
resource officers to attend the 
dances, but these deputies 
only attend whenever possible. 

The presence of uni-
formed officers would serve 
as a reminder of the le-
gal consequences of actions 
such as underage drinking. 

In the past, the school had as 
many as eight dances per year. 
Most of these dances, however, 
were taken away due to student 
drinking or inappropriate danc-
ing, leaving current students 
with only four dances (includ-
ing Junior and Senior Prom). 

If the policies were explained 
more clearly, more students 
would follow the rules. But 
this requires that the admin-
istration and student leader-
ship communicate beforehand.

For instance, when this 
year’s Homecoming commis-
sioners announced the rules for 
the week in the school Facebook 
group, they had not talked to 
the administrators about what 
the consequences for drinking 
at the dance would be and said 
that “being under the influence 
is strictly prohibited,” perhaps 
leaving some students with the 
impression that drinking would 
merit a slight punishment. 

To prevent these incidents 
from recurring, all of the neces-
sary commissions, ASB and ad-
ministrators should meet and 
create a list of talking points 
when it comes to regulations 

for dances, complete with the 
specific punishments or conse-
quences when a student breaks 
them. The list of rules should 
then be presented or made 
public to all students, whether 
that be via Monday ASB meet-
ings or the school Facebook 
group. Administrators can 
also present them more clearly 
when these events get closer.

Of course, it’s doubt-
ful that all students will 
heed stricter enforcement 
and clearer dance policies. 

However, if these measures 
prevent even a handful of stu-
dents from making decisions 
out of ignorance or stupidity, 
such an effort will be worth it. 
In the meantime, more students 
should deem these dances as 
privileges and not act in a way 
that endangers the few dances 
we have left for everyone. u

 Two years ago, California lawmakers 
signed AB 1266 into law, an amendment 
that requires schools to allow students 
to join sports teams and use facilities 
consistent with the gender they identify 
with. While this measure is a step in the 
right direction, Saratoga High should 
follow Monta Vista High’s lead and go 
one step further. 

The school should introduce at least 
one genderless bathroom for gender 
fluid and non-binary (of no gender) stu-
dents. For many of these students, going 
to traditionally gender-specific bath-
rooms is severely uncomfortable.  By 
forcing students to indicate their gender 
identity to the public, they are exposed 
to potential violence and teasing.

Every time they go to the bathroom, 
non-binary students are forced to assign 
themselves a gender, when they don’t 

conform with either one. Frustration 
among gender fluid and non-binary stu-
dents has inspired organized protests at 
some schools. 

Two years ago, Wesleyan University 
students, under the alias “Pissed Off 
Trans People,” started to rip down gen-
der signs on bathrooms and to post fly-
ers arguing for gender fluid bathrooms. 
Local schools like Monta Vista and San 
Francisco’s Miraloma Elementary have 
recently adopted gender-neutral bath-
rooms. 

“You want to make every student 
feel like they’re included and part of the 
community and safe and secure,” Ellen 
Schatz, Miraloma’s PTA president, told 
the Today News. “I would hope that this 
is the wave of the future.”

Some may argue that some students 
may abuse a genderless bathroom by 
claiming that they are transgender or 
non-binary, when in reality they are 

not. However, since transgender or non-
binary students are often seem stigma-
tized, it is likely that most students who 
do not identify as such will continue to 
use male or female facilities. Even in the 
rare case that the general school popula-
tion uses the genderless bathroom, any 
genderless facility should be single-per-
son and fully lockable. Another concern 
is that a genderless bathroom would be 
difficult to implement. 

However, all it requires is a single-
person bathroom converted for single-
person use by students, and labeled as 
gender-neutral. Transgender and non-
binary students, genderless bathrooms 
are a key step for students to  feeling safe 
and comfortable at school. Not only will 
this help students who do not identify 
as male or female or are still transition-
ing between genders, it will also foster 
an environment free of gender expecta-
tions. u

Nongendered bathrooms can help foster acceptance
BY KatherineZhou

candidcaricatures

CAITLYN CHEN

Dance policy not deterring some bad behavior
BY EileenToh

PSAT schedule does not benefit anyone
BY CaitlynChen

What steps have been taken to help? 
California recently passed a bill that 
requires school students to join sports 
teams and use facilities consistent with the 
gender they identify with.

Which schools already have non-
gendered bathrooms on campus?
Monta Vista High School, Wesleyan 
University and Miraloma Elementary 
School all practice this policy.

Why should we consider gender neutral 
bathrooms?
Students who do not identify with a 
specific gender can feel more safe and 
comfortable at school because they will 
not be forced to prematurely “come out” 
or face judgement from peers.

Nongendered Bathrooms 
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Food waste has become such a 
problem in the United States to the 
point that a man could seemingly sur-
vive by eating out of the landfill.

This waste is caused by miscon-
ceptions about the labels on food 
products. The most common miscon-
ception is thinking that food that has 
passed its “use by” date or “sell by” 
date is inedible or ingestion of expired 
foods may lead to illnesses.

Against common belief, the “use 
by” date only determines when the 
product is no longer at its freshest.

Most foods can still be eaten past 
the “use by” date. Eggs, for example, 
can still be eaten a few weeks after 
purchase. Non-perishable food such as 
canned foods or granola bars can last 
even longer with little to no difference 
in taste or quality.

Too often consumers misinterpret 
the sell-by date and let perfectly good 
foods sit on shelves in grocery stores.

Because of these misconceptions, 
more than 90 percent of Americans 
throw out food prematurely, and 40 
percent of the U.S. food supply is 
eventually tossed, according to stud-
ies by the Natural Resources Defense 
Council.

Though this ignorance has led to 
high amounts of avoidable food waste, 
consumers aren’t the only ones to 
blame. Since there are no federal stan-
dards for labels on food products, it is 
left to food companies to put labels on 
their items. The result is that standards 
for sell-by dates differ for every state. 

The inconsistency among labels 

makes it hard for consumers to rely on 
the label for solid information. It also 
increases burdens on manufacturers 
and retailers by creating more food 
waste.

The obvious solution would be 
to standardize food labels across the 
country. This would eliminate the in-
consistency and providing reliable in-
formation to consumers. Removing ir-
relevant information such as the “sell 
by” date would also clear confusion 
about the freshness and edibility of 
food.

With easy ways to solve food waste, 
Americans can keep more food out of 
the landfills and in our fridges. u

BY JasonZhao

It is impossible to please everyone, 
something the eight members of ASB 
have been quick to learn. Whether it be 
because of the use of the “thanksasb” 
hashtag or student critiques of school 
events, many students do not seem to 
appreciate their student leaders. 

The ASB this year consists of presi-
dent Aakash Thumaty, vice president 
Nihar Agrawal, secretary Spring Ma, 
treasurer Mitali Shanbhag, board rep-
resentative Kanaai Shah, head com-
missioner Luke Salin and head clubs 
commissioners Allison Lin and Meera 
Rachamallu. They have meetings ev-
ery Monday at lunch, hold meetings 
every other Monday night, attend 
leadership meetings Tuesdays and 
Thursdays at lunch, oversee clubs 
and commissions, represent the stu-
dents at district board meetings and 
with the administration and decide 
on student of the month — tasks that 
are not easily completed. To further 
the difficulty of these tasks, ASB must 
run many of its decisions through the 
administration for final approval, and 
at times, they are turned down and 
forced to return to the drawing board. 

Each spring only a few people run 
for school leadership positions, and 
since the number of students will-
ing to participate in ASB is limited, 
the student body needs to respect the 
volunteers even more so than if there 

were a plethora waiting in line. Stu-
dents who sign up for this position 
know the workload, but these stu-
dents sign up anyway because they 
are passionate about the school and 
improving it — a trait that should 
warrant respect and cooperation 
rather than petty criticism.

As a school, Saratoga High is in-
credibly lucky for the leadership we 
have and the events they plan and 
host. Lynbrook High’s ASB canceled 
its winter formal dance this year 

due to lack of attendance in previ-
ous years. The main purpose was to 
give underclassmen a formal dance, 
but only 26 attended last year. Some 
schools such as Wilcox and Home-
stead did not even hold Homecoming 
dances this year. Saratoga’s one can-
celed dance, Sadie Hawkins, is not a 
major issue and is not something that 
ASB is responsible for. 

Rather than knock ASB, students 
need to contribute ideas and get in-
volved if they have a suggestion for 
how something should be run or 
improved. Criticizing doesn’t pro-
vide anything positive unless a solu-
tion is also proposed. Students need 
to speak up or get involved if they 
believe they could do a better job. 
Above all, they need to be grateful to 
the eight students who are trying to 
create a memorable high school expe-
rience for all of us. u

ASB deserves appreciation 
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Recently, Facebook newsfeeds have 
been filled with posts and links that di-
rect users to external gossip sites and 
celebrity news outlets. This feature adds 
to the entertainment factor of the social 
media medium, but it also raises the is-
sues of libel and false information. The 
question is: Which news sites can I trust? 

My hesitation to believe certain 
news outlets began on the afternoon of 
Oct. 13 when I was walking toward the 
parking lot after 
school. I swiped 
through my iPhone 
apps and tapped 
on the infamous 
blue square to 
open up my Face-
book newsfeed. 
The first headline 
by E!Online read: 
“Former NBA star 
Lamar Odom in 
coma.” Concerned, I opened up the link 
to read more information about his drug 
overdose mishap, as Odom had been 
one of my favorite Lakers players back 
in 2004.

I continued to hurriedly scroll down 
my newsfeed and came across another 
post by TmzToday: “Lamar Odom pro-
nounced dead at 35.” My eyes widened 
as my mouth dropped open. 

I couldn’t believe it. I grew up watch-
ing Odom play forward and slam dunks 
into the hoop. Something felt off. 

Frantically typing “Lamar Odom 
health update” into Google, I looked for 
a more recent post. I let out a huge sigh 
of relief as I tapped on Us Weekly’s latest 

update. Odom was still in a coma, but 
he was still alive. As angry as I was at 
Odom for risking his life and overdosing 
on drugs, I was angrier at TmzToday. 

Teenagers especially need to be 
cautious about what they “repost,” 
“retweet,” and “share” on social media. 
There are other consequences in believ-
ing a single news site that isn’t a cred-
ible news network. Sites that show you 
a health benefit or endorse a new type 
of medicine can also be completely falsi-
fied.

In the past, I’ve 
often used my 
Facebook news 
feed to update my-
self on the latest 
celebrity gossip. 
I have, however, 
never paid a lot 
of attention to the 
sites in which the 
articles come from. 
Sites such as Holly-

wood Life, People.com and Us Weekly 
are generally more trustworthy than 
Buzzfeed Celeb, The Dishh and Radar 
Online. 

Before trusting these sites, you should 
take the steps to search for other sources 
of information or confirm with a more 
credible source.

Nevertheless, after the Odom deba-
cle, my trust in these sites has faded. 

I will continue to read their posts 
for everyday celebrity gossip and other 
lighthearted stories, but I will return 
to the world of Yahoo News, CNN and 
NBC News next time for accurate, fact-
checked information on a major break-
ing news story. u

BY AllisonLin
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KELLY XIAO

Expiration dates on food 
labels cause food waste 

Before trusting these 
sites, you should take the 
steps to search for other 
sources of information 
or confirm with a more  

credible source.
Expiration dates lead to food wastage.
Many people misinterpret the expira-
tion dates on food labels. They believe 
that food that has passed its “sell by” 
date is inedible or that ingestion of ex-
pired foods may lead to illnesses.

The true meaning of expiration dates.
Contrary to common belief, the “use 
by” date only determines when the 
product is no longer at its freshest. The 
dates are not supported by federal stan-
dards.

It is possible to eat the food after the 
expiration date. 
Though, it is possible that the food may 
not be fresh.

Food wastage in U.S.
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A group of students huddles in a 
circle, rapidly sticking Post-It notes on 
a large poster board sprawled on the 
ground. Soon, the once-white poster is 
smothered in a rainbow Post-It notes, 
covered with hundreds of valuable ideas 
from every commission, ASB and class 
office member on campus.

This is what true, active brainstorm-
ing should look like, but because of 
scheduling difficulties, it doesn’t happen 
for student leaders at Saratoga High as 
often as it should. 

In neighboring high schools such as 
Cupertino and Lynbrook, there is an 
opportunity four days a week for this 
exemplary example of conceptualiz-
ing and consolidating ideas to happen 
during their leadership classes. For ev-
erything from Winter Formal themes to 
dress-up day ideas, this active group of 
leaders has the opportunity to produc-
tively and actively work together to plan 
the next steps of student leadership. 

At Saratoga, however, the student 
leaders who organize school events such 
as prom and Homecoming and repre-
sent valuable voices of the school’s stu-
dent body never spend full class periods 
together, let alone have a designated 
time to discuss their plans in person.

Currently, class officers and commis-
sioners waste countless hours on Face-
book trying to assign fundraising jobs 

and brainstorm on Facebook groups to 
no avail; the reality is that not everyone 
has or checks his or her social media. 

Though some may argue that stu-
dent leaders shouldn’t be asked to add 
another period to their already-bursting 
schedules, the truth is, these three pe-
riods a week would take less time than 
attempting to communicate outside of 
school.

 If these students are truly dedicated 
to bettering our school community, the 
extra period should be a benefit, rather 
than a drawback. 

Furthermore, in a highly competitive 
school environment where students in-
evitably load up their schedules with ex-
tra APs and Honors courses, a designat-
ed period for communication and work 
among student leaders would be a much 
needed stress reliever. 

Although students would have to re-
serve a period of their schedule for such 
a class, preventing them from taking an-
other academic course, the class would 
be filled with the “cream of the crop”: 
the most dedicated students willing to 
make space in their schedule to be a stu-
dent leader. 

Last year, the Class of 2015 officers 
resorted to weekly lunch meetings in 
order to discuss current events and fun-
draising options without the fuss of so-
cial media. Though these officers agreed 
that in person meetings were the most 
productive, it was hard to accomplish 

all that they wanted to within the short 
40-minute periods.

On the flip side, if these officers saw 
these 40 minutes as a productive time 
period, what could 97 leaders do in 
twice that amount of time? At Cupertino 
High and Lynbrook High, students are 
blessed with the freedom of open dis-
cussion among commissions and even 
bonding opportunities, all conducted 
under one roof. This is a privilege that 
would Saratoga student leaders would 
flourish with.

This year, I have never been prouder 
to be a Falcon; compared to the past 
three years, school spirit is at a high. 
As a student body, we have achieved so 
much — junior Quad Day has reached 

over 4,000 views on YouTube, the seniors 
built one of the finest displays in the his-
tory of Homecoming, and underclass-
men are piling into the gym for rallies 
and feeling good about themselves. 

Student leaders have been the mas-
terminds behind these successes, and it 
is amazing to imagine what a class pe-
riod of ASB officers, commissioners and 
class officers could accomplish together. 

In one class period, countless post-
ers publicizing Spring Fling could adorn 
the tan school walls, numerous ideas 
for spirit week dress-up days could be 
brainstormed, influential leaders could 
be working together to create the next 
big changes for our school — the possi-
bilities are endless. u

“Yes, a single 
study proves little 
when people have 
been eating it for 
thousands of years.”

senior Miles Chaffin

Do you still 
want to eat 
bacon?

sophomore  Lillian Zeng junior Jonathan Yun

“Yes, because it’s 
delicious and there 
are plenty of things 
that other people do 
that are bad. ”

“Personally, I don’t 
eat too much bacon 
anyway because it’s 
a little too greasy 
and fatty.”

togatalks

Class period would help student leaders

BY AmithGalivanche

BY SpringMa

Reducing student stress begins with students
Administrators, teachers and 

parents have all come together 
this year to focus on the issue of 
student stress.

But one group seems to be 
missing from the effort to re-
duce student stress: students 
themselves. The truth is that 
students too often put unneed-
ed pressure on themselves.

Much of stress issue stems 

from students feeling that they 
need to overload their sched-
ules with APs and Honors 
courses, and they end up hav-
ing to drag themselves through 
a stressful school year. 

Many struggle to balance 
heavy schoolwork with what-
ever extracurricular activities 
they want to participate in.

We must realize that in order 
to keep stress levels as low as 
possible, we should know our 

own limits. 
Everyone is different and ev-

eryone has different strengths 
and weaknesses. Those who 
struggle in social studies prob-
ably should stay away from 
courses like AP U.S. History, 
and not take it just because their 
friends are taking one more AP 
course than the are.

It seems simple enough, but 
many students feel the need 
to overwhelm themselves, not 

because of the administration 
or their parents, but because of 
their own mentality, thinking 
that admission into a top col-
lege is a life or death matter.

The simplest solution is to 
take control of one’s mindset.

Everyone has the power to 
choose their own mentality and 
for stress levels to be as low as 
possible, students must choose 
a mentality that doesn’t force 
them to base their self-esteem 

off their course load and GPA. 
We will never achieve a less 

stressful environment if we 
rely only on outside solutions. 
We, as the students, must stop 
obsessing over what we can jot 
down on a college application 
and spend more time focusing 
on personality traits that mat-
ter, such as humor, kindness, 
and empathy and we may just 
find that a weight of stress has 
been lifted off our shoulders. u

Bacon: a tasty treat with a carcinogenic downside
If I declared that I was going “out 

back” to smoke a cigarette, most of my 
friends would look down on me, ques-
tion my lifestyle choices and try to con-
vince me to quit smoking. But if I de-
clared that I had bacon for breakfast this 
morning, they most likely wouldn’t say 
a word in protest. 

Recently revealed by the World 
Health Organization (WHO), bacon and 
all other processed meats have been clas-
sified by the International Agency for 
Research on Cancer (IARC) as class-one 
carcinogens, putting them in the same 
category as tobacco and asbestos. 

Of course, when smoking is involved, 
opponents can proudly say that this 
activity is cancerous and even create 
campaigns such as “The Real Cost” to 

discourage teenage smoking. Unfortu-
nately, this prudence is not applied to 
bacon and processed meat consumption.

Though bacon may be a commonly 
eaten and tasty, people should accept the 
harsh truth presented by research.

With one quick look at evidence, it 
becomes clear that bacon and other pro-
cessed meats are a serious health threat; 
WHO’s statement includes statistics that 
report an “18 percent increased risk of 
colon cancer for every 50 grams of pro-
cessed meats.” 

Colon cancer poses immediate threats 
to health, and it is estimated that 136,830 
people will be diagnosed with colon 
cancer by 2014 and that roughly 37 per-
cent of these people will die from in it, 
according to the Colon Cancer Alliance. 

Furthermore, a 2010 study published 
in the journal Circulation found that eat-

ing processed meat was associated with 
a 42 percent increased risk of heart dis-
ease and a 19 percent increased risk of 
type 2 diabetes. Both are life-threatening 
diseases that together affect 29 million 
people in the United States. 

Some studies have shown that many 
processed meats are doused in chemicals 
that release highly carcinogenic matter 
when heated, according to pubmed.com.

Despite all of these studies, popular 
social media sites such as BuzzFeed por-
tray the matter comically in articles such 
as, “Twelve Ways to Get That Bacon 
Fix Without Giving Yourself Cancer.” 
By masking the severity of the prob-
lem through listing the various “bacon-
themed” novelty objects such as bacon 
hair gel and bacon duvet covers, many 
sites were quick to dismiss the problem 
and instead, using it as a marketing ploy. 

This approach belies what should ac-
tually be done — give up bacon the way 
one would with tobacco, or other poten-
tially life-threatening habits.

A line should be drawn when be-
tween, seriously endangering yourself 
and “just living your life,” when carci-
nogenic materials are involved. 

If the damages caused by processed 
meats compare to that of commonly 
known dangerous items we know today, 
why is the change to fresh meat such a 
hard decision? Why is worrisome re-
search just dismissed as the newest com-
pilation of health fads and trends? 

It is too easy to bubble-wrap harsh 
facts with one’s own denial. Bacon may 
seem harmless, but considering all the 
scientific evidence outlining its insidious 
effects, eating it regularly is the equiva-
lent of becoming a smoker. u

candidcaricatures
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“Just be more positive!” — the single 
most annoying thing someone could say 
to a person with depression. 

In the decades before the 21st cen-
tury, many people questioned whether 
depression was a real illness. A preva-
lent perception was that “it’s all in your 
mind” and that “you just have to snap 
out of it,” as though if you tried hard 
enough and talked about your feelings 
more, the de-
p r e s s i o n 
would fade 
away. 

But, depres-
sion is not just 
a bad mood — 
it’s an illness.

Because of 
the overuse of 
the term (i.e. 
“I got a bad 
grade. I’m so depressed”), people often 
have misconceptions about the nature of 
depression. 

Depression does not just equal sad-
ness. Depression is a downward spiral 
that robs victims of any desire to smile 
or even to live, feeling trapped in their 
own mind with no escape in sight. 

While it’s true that life events can trig-
ger the disease, it’s not something that 
can be fixed by getting a good grade or 
waiting a couple of days. 

For seniors especially, first semester 
is an incredibly  nerve-wracking time. 
Many are struggling with feelings of 
stress, fear and melancholy. Fights with 
parents sometimes ensue, GPAs can 
drop and the most frequently visited 
website is commonapp.org.

But is all this stress likely to lead to 
actual depression?

My friends and I looked at WebMD 
symptoms of depressions and discov-
ered we had all of them. This leaves two 
conclusions — either the school has  a 
depression epidemic or the website’s 
questions are faulty.

Our “irritability,” “lack of sleep” and 
“feelings of worthlessness”, however, 
were often the result of an upcoming 
Calculus test or an all-nighter. 

The questions should have included 
more inquiries regarding the long-term 

quality of these states, 
such as “Do these feel-
ings go away during 
break?” or “Have you 
felt happy during the last 
month?” 

Keep in mind that 
people often attempt to 
self-diagnose all sorts of 
diseases online, and the 
results may be mislead-
ing. 

Since these assessments are so faulty, 
the best diagnosis should only come 
from qualified specialists. 

Unfortunately, the trivialization of 
mental illness can continue if you say 
you’re depressed. 

Some friends will reply, “Me too, I 
just failed my Chemistry test,” further 
trivializing the illness.

 Some parents, on the other hand, may 
not want to accept the hard truth of actu-
al depression, and they become trapped 
in total denial, insisting that their child 
is perfectly fine and should stop wasting 
time worrying about these things. 

Another response is complete dis-
missal. Some immigrant parents, espe-
cially, tend to compare their life to their 
child’s. “You think you have it bad?” is 
followed by a series of personal anec-
dotes about how many obstacles they 

overcame to move to the U.S. and give 
their child an easier life. 

In such an environment, it’s hard for 
those suffering from actual depression to 
feel any support. 

In this case, the first step is to con-
fide in a guidance counselor or a teach-
er. They care about your health, make 
amazing conversation partners and can 
offer referrals to organizations such as  
CASSY, the on-campus counseling ser-
vice. 

Or, if you don’t want to cause a scene 
by asking your parents for a professional 
diagnosis, you can also just go directly to 
the CASSY offices and make an appoint-
ment.

The bottom line: Don’t let anyone tell 
you, “you’re just sad.” The person may 
be right, but they could just as easily be 
wrong. u

Our “irritability”and 
“feelings of 

worthlessness” are 
often the result of an 

upcoming test or an all 
nighter.

BY OksanaTrifonova candidcaricatures

I feel incredibly fortunate to live in a 
country where people with mental ill-
nesses are treated with consideration 
and compassion most  of the time. 

Unfortunately, this is not always the 
case in other countries.  

One example is the West African 
country of Ghana, where the mentally 
ill are often sent to “prayer camps” to 
be chained to trees and pray and fast 
all day and 
all night, as 
reported in a 
recent New 
York Times 
story. 

D o r r i s 
Appiah, 52, 
who has bi-
polar disease, was sent to one of these 
camps in her early 20s and had to stay 
for five years until she showed signs of 
improvement. According to the Human 
Rights Watch, the experience was like a 
death sentence. 

One might think that these extreme 
cases are contained to countries with 
poor overall medical care. Part of the 
problem, however, is that some cultures, 

including my own, promote the view 
that mental illnesses are not and should 
not be considered legitimate afflictions. 
In India, people with severe mental ill-
nesses often turn to temples and shrines 
rather than doctors, which, of course, 
cannot alleviate their symptoms. 

Most mental disorders are connected 
to biological factors, such as genetics, 
infections, substance abuse and prenatal 
damage, that can’t be cured without the 
help of medicine. 

Mental disorders 
have also been linked 
to abnormal function-
ing of nerve cell cir-
cuits or pathways that 
connect particular 
brain regions. Nerve 
cells within these 
brain circuits commu-

nicate with  chemicals called neurotrans-
mitters. 

Simply praying to God cannot change 
this; it requires medicine, psychotherapy 
or other medical procedures.

India has many myths about mental 
illnesses that warrant dispelling because 
they simply are inconsistent with basic 
biology. 

Some even believe that a mental ill-

ness is only a figment of people’s imagi-
nation. 

The greatest barrier for many men-
tally disabled people in Asian cultures 
is the stigma against the disease. The 
loved ones of person with mental ill-
nesses often don’t encourage him or her 
to achieve more, and this negative atti-
tude starts to have a deep psychological 
effect; the victims begin to believe they 
are incapable. 

This isn’t just phenomenon in third-
world countries; this negative attitude 
is apparent in even the most progressive 
countries like the U.S.

Those who refuse to acknowledge 
mental illness as an actual medical ill-
ness are misinformed. This narrow-
minded view is detrimental to progress; 
mental illnesses need to be treated prac-
tically, not through prayer, discrimina-
tion or abuse. u

Do not try to self-diagnose depression 

Cultures should not disregard mental illnesses

Some even believe that 
a mental illness is only 
a figment of people’s 

imagination.

“[Yes], students are 
often [too] self-
absorbed to think 
about the issues 
behind their peers.”

senior Camille Bismonte

Is there 
stigma 
against 
mental 
illnesses? senior Navid Mokhlesi sophomore Colina Guan

“[Yes], I believe 
most people don’t 
know what to do 
when someone has 
depression.”

“[Yes], there’s a 
stigma since not 
many people are 
educated on the 
subject.”

togatalks
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OKSANA TRIFONOVA

BY ShreyaTumu

KELLY XIAO

Common symptoms of depression
Symptoms may include but are not limited 
to: persistent feelings of guilt/sadness, loss 
of interest in activities once found enjoy-
able, significant weight loss/gain, impaired 
concentration, insomnia/hypersomnia, 
and constant thoughts of suicide/death.

Common types of depression
These include major depression, bipolar 
disorder, seasonal affective disorder and 
dysthymia.

Statistics of depression in teens
About 10.7 percent of teens in 2013 re-
ported at least one depressive episode.

Depression Quick Facts

bigideaTH
E

Source: National Institute of Mental Health
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“I really appreciate the [Retale] app be-
cause it is accessible to get coupons and 
you don’t have to dig through magazines 
or newspapers to find coupons. It just 
gives everything to you in one place.”
— senior Karen Chen 

“[Using the app is] a relaxing way to wake 
up because it times when you are in your 
lightest sleep cycle so you aren’t awoken 
during REM sleep which typically will make 
you groggy.” — senior Maya Sripadam 

“You start with an island with habitats and 
dragons and you want to breed to get 
the limited edition dragons. There’s also a 
cooperative breeding cave that my sister 
and I plan times to use together to get the 
special dragons and bond when she’s off 
at college.” — junior Eileen Toh 

“Everalbum is one of the best photo man-
agement apps I've ever used. It backs up all 
my photos to the cloud so I can save space 
but still access them easily whenever I want. 
I worked at that company last summer.”
— senior Aakash Thumaty 

“I have trouble getting to places on time 
so Waze is a great app for me if I'm driving 
with someone in the passenger seat. They 
can use the app to monitor traffic, and 
unlike Google Maps, the app also tracks 
weather conditions, police cars and the 
nearest facilities for anything.” — junior 
Mitali Shanbhag 

"It's an oldish game where you have to tilt 
the phone to avoid crashing into boxes. The 
controls are simple, but the game can get 
pretty intense. There are the times where 
you somehow navigate through a nearly 
impossible dead end, and then you're like, 
‘I'm too good’ and then you crash one sec-
ond later.” — senior Rishi Veerapaneni 

“It’s easy money and it allows broke shop-
pers like me to find good quality clothes at 
a cheap price and sell old clothes too [on 
the app.]” — sophomore Katrina Sung

“I use this app for photo editing and I like 
how it has a really clean and sleek interface 
and it’s really user friendly. I also like how 
there’s a feed so I like how you can see what 
your Instagram feed looks like before you 
post the picture.” — junior Jessy Liu

VSCO Sleep Time

DragonVale

Waze

Poshmark

Everalbum

Cube Runner
Retale 

WHAT       ON  YOUR  SMARTPHONE ? S

Though it may sound surprising, 
I’ve never experienced the stereotypi-
cal American Thanksgiving. Instead, 
my Thanksgiving table features barbe-
cue pork rather than turkey, steamed 
rice rather than mashed potatoes and 
tiramisu rather than pumpkin pie.

For as long as I can remember, 
my family has always been invited 
to or has hosted a big Chinese party 
for Thanksgiving, a night filled with 
strangers who are either my parents’ 
friends, friends of their friends.  

Guests file in at around 6 p.m., 
bringing all sorts of Asian foods such 
as stuffed pork buns, fried noodles, 
dumplings, tofu and various mixed 
vegetables and meats. People scatter 
around the house and converse with 
others as they eat, while the children 
grab heaping plates of food and mi-
grate upstairs, away from the adults. 

After dinner, the real party starts. 
First comes the karaoke machine, when 
most people sit around the sofas, wait-
ing for their turn to grab the mic. The 
adults are so determined to receive 
high scores from the karaoke machine 
that they dance around the kitchen, 
gesturing wildly to the tunes of classic 
Chinese instruments  such as the erhu.

Next come the opera singers, also 
known as my dad’s squad. They usu-

ally crowd around after the karaoke 
machine hype has died down, so that 
everyone can hear them belt out their 
tunes. While someone taps away on 
the piano keys, a deep, booming voice 
(most likely my dad’s) begins the first 
words of Pavarotti’s “Nessun Dorma.” 

More people take turns singing by 
walking up to the piano by themselves 
or in duets; soon, a small crowd forms. 
It’s almost like a real opera perfor-
mance, except in the comforts of a liv-
ing room. Eager listeners always have 
their phones out videotaping and tak-
ing pictures like paparazzi. 

While the mini concert is usu-
ally held in the living room, the loud 
banging and shouting of adults play-
ing cards or mahjong, a Chinese game 
containing domino-like pieces, echoes 
throughout the house.

As expected, the only seemingly 
quiet place is upstairs for the kids, 
where we “socialize” by holing up in 
someone’s room, either playing games 
on our phones or watching horror 
movies and TV shows together. Most 
of the time, these big Asian parties 
are reunions for us kids. Having met 
through our parents or at previous 
gatherings, it’s a time for everyone to 
catch up with each other.

These activities go on for hours and 
hours until around 2 a.m., when voices 
are finally getting hoarse. As soon as 
one family decides to leave, the rest fol-
low suit, bringing the party to a close.

Although my family’s way of cele-
brating Thanksgiving is not the “Amer-
ican way” seen in movies or on TV, the 
holiday is still a day of laughter. u

Thanksgiving with a twist 
TAKE A SEAT AT MY ASIAN FUSION HOLIDAY TABLE

Jenny Qian

easy
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Anthropologie 
scarf: $20

Free People jacket:  
$120

Free People 
shirt: $25

H&M pants: $25

Cole Haan boots: 
$150

Cynthia Yang, 11
Total cost: $340

ALL APPS ARE FREE IN THE APP STORE
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A  GL IMPSE  I NTO  THE  

On Saturdays from 8 a.m. to 1 
p.m., senior Kanaai Shah plays a 
role his classmates might not be 
aware of: He is a front desk work-
er at the Courtyard by Marriott, a 
four-star hotel, in Palo Alto.

Standing behind a marble 
tabletop facing three monitors, 
donning a suit jacket, he attends 
to guests as they walk in and out 
of the hotel, stopping by at his 
front desk to check in or out or 
just ask him a question. 

His father, who was once an 
engineer, decided to enter the 
hotel industry after being an en-
gineer. Due to his dad’s connec-
tions, Shah was able to find his 
job last November.

Though he is still just a stu-
dent, Shah said he took the job 
because he wanted to learn more 
about the Courtyard by Marriot 
hotel and its inviting work envi-

ronment, he said. He is also con-
sidering pursuing the field. 

“I am always interacting with 
people, so I’ve learned to read the 
emotions of people 
through their be-
haviors,” Shah said.

Shah said the job 
has taught him a 
greater understand-
ing of how people 
live their lives out-
side of the “Sara-
toga bubble.” His 
co-workers include 
adults who are com-
pletely responsible 
for their own lives 
and the lives of their 
families.

“I’ve learned 
about the real 
world through my 
co-workers,” Shah said. “Seeing 
how hard they work day in and 
day out to provide for their fami-

lies in some really tough situa-
tions at times has also been really 
inspiring for me.”

Shah is glad that he took on the 
job because he gets to 
work in a  friendly 
and relaxing work 
environment. He has 
befriended his three 
co-workers at the 
front desk, all in their 
mid- to late 20s. 

“Everyone is re-
ally upbeat and smil-
ing all the time, and 
we have plenty of 
fun talking to each 
other while doing 
our jobs,” Shah said. 
“I hope I  will have 
some of the basic 
knowledge required 
in the hotel industry, 

and I hope that [the job] will help 
me find future jobs once I go to 
college.” u

BY RolandShen

Hotel worker seeks hospitality insight

Junior Sydnie Vo was taking a 
walk through the streets of down-
town Saratoga this past summer 
when she passed by Big Basin Cafe 
and noticed a hiring sign. Vo, who 
had been looking for a job to pay 
for essential needs such as gas, de-
cided to apply for the job. She was 
hired on the spot.

Big Basin Cafe, a small drink, 
sandwich, dessert and pastry shop 
located on Big Basin Way in down-
town Saratoga, is known for its 
organic, roasted coffee beans and 
carefully prepared drinks. Many 
also appreciate the cafe for its cozy 
and welcoming atmosphere. From 
its signature window murals to its 
unique mugs, the cafe radiates a 
warm ambiance. 

“Big Basin Cafe supports all 
things local and homemade that 
contributes to its ‘homely’ feel,” 
Vo said. “The cafe has a lot of fly-

ers and cards of local businesses 
and events for people to pick up, 
since we do have a lot 
of visitors who pass by 
Saratoga and stop by 
the cafe.”

At the cafe, Vo works 
with college students, 
adults and other high 
school students who are 
all friendly and willing 
to help customers and 
co-workers in any situ-
ation. 

Even though work-
ing seemed like another 
stressor to Vo’s sched-
ule, spending time 
with her co-workers 
became a stress reliever 
and helped Vo take her 
mind off school. 

“Work and school has been 
pretty stressful, but it has helped 
me learn some time management 
skills and how to prioritize my 

schedule,” Vo said. 
Vo is usually in charge of the 

register or manag-
ing and serving the 
food. 

She works five 
hours every Satur-
day night and plans 
to continue working 
there in high school.

While working, 
Vo enjoys talking 
to customers and 
scooping the gelato. 
Even though work-
ing at a cafe may 
seem like an ordi-
nary job, she said it 
has helped her grow 
as a person.

“Working has 
made me step out 

my comfort zone because I have a 
lot more responsibilities and have 
to learn to work more efficiently,”  
Vo said. u

BY ElizabethLee

Server interacts with customers
When senior Alice He re-

ceived an email from music 
teacher Jonathan Pwu about the 
chance to tutor middle school 
clarinet students last year, she 
lept at the opportunity. 

She had prior experience 
teaching younger children the 
instrument ,and she enjoyed it 
so much that she wanted the 
opportunity to do it again. Cur-
rently, He meets with her stu-
dent, Redwood Middle School 
seventh grader Marisa Kings-
ley, once a week on Sundays. 

Each lesson lasts 45 minutes 
and He helps Kingsley with the  
music that the Redwood band is 
playing. 

“She usually needs help with 
rhythm and patterns so we of-
ten take some time for her to 
write the counts, clap them 

and then play,” He said. 
He herself first learned how 

to play the clarinet 
when she attended 
a Redwood Middle 
School summer 
camp during the 
summer before 
sixth grade. 

“I really like 
playing music, as 
it’s like a mind re-
lief and allows me 
to forget everything 
and just enjoy it,” 
He said. 

For He, the en-
joyment of teach-
ing clarinet comes 
from the rewarding 
experience of see-
ing her student im-
prove. He has been teaching her 
student for almost a full year.

Through teaching clarinet     
to less 

experienced players, she found 
that tutoring has benefited her 

as a musician. 
“It made me re-

alize that I’m still 
learning and that 
there’s so much 
that I can learn 
about my music 
abilities from tutor-
ing,” He said. 

In the future, He 
is unsure whether  
or not she will con-
tinue to tutor clari-
net in college, but 
for now, she is en-
joying the tutoring 
sessions.

“It doesn’t take 
a lot of time so it’s 
really nice to give 

back to the community that 
gave me the opportunity to 
learn music,” He said.  u

Music tutor shares clarinet skills
BY JihauYu

Senior Arnav Pawar, then a 
3-month-old baby, gasped for 
breath in the pool of the apart-
ment complex where his family 
lived after accidentally falling in. 

His worried mother quickly 
leaped in after him, dragging 
Pawar out of the pool. 

Immediately following her 
son’s near-death experience, 
Pawar’s mom began bringing 
him to the pool regularly and 
putting him on the shallow steps 
until he taught himself how to 
swim. 

In the years since, Pawar be-
came a water person, taking up 
both competitive swimming and 
water polo. 

He said his passion for being 
in the water motivated him to 

instill a “love for swimming in 
children in the same way 

that [he] loves swim-
ming.” 

For this rea-
son, Pawar has 
coached swim-
ming at the 

Brookside Club 
of Saratoga on Cox 
Avenue for the past 
two summers. 

He was offered the summer 
job by Nick Burg, Saratoga High’s 
old water polo coach, who is now 
the director of the club. 

“I love working with kids and 
being in the water 
since I’ve been swim-
ming and playing wa-
ter polo for so long, 
so I really wanted to 
get the summer job,” 
Pawar said.

Pawar worked as 
a private coach for 20 
children, along with 
teaching group les-
sons during summer 
swim camps. 

This past summer, 
he worked five to six 
days a week coaching 
swimming and being 
a lifeguard.

Coaching chil-
dren from ages 2 to 
15 while discovering 
each child’s unique personality 
created new memories for him 
every day at work.

Once, Pawar played sharks 
and minnows with a group of 
kids, a game in which the kids 
would try to swim away from 
Pawar, the shark. 

A young boy named Nolan 

clung on to Pawar’s back with 
a snorkel on his face the entire 
game, clinging on to Pawar as 
tightly as he could. 

Nolan tried to catch everyone 
else, since he re-
fused to be a min-
now.

“Nolan remind-
ed me of a younger 
version of myself 
since that’s exactly 
how I used to be 
when I was in the 
water — crazy,” 
Pawar said.

Though Pawar 
said he stopped 
working in early 
September because 
of his heavy work-
load in school and 
college applica-
tions, he still has a 
side job. He coach-
es  swimming to 

four kids around his neighbor-
hood. 

He coaches for an hour on the 
weekends at their house pools. 

“I love working with kids, 
and swimming is my niche so if 
you put those two things togeth-
er, there’s nothing else I’d rather 
be doing,” he said. u

BY AmiNachiappan

Coaching swimming keeps Pawar afloat

Senior Miles Peng grabs a hand-
ful of pepperonis, placing them 
carefully in a circular pattern on 
the pizza on the table in front of 
him. 

Finishing off the pizza with 
no more than a pinch of basil, he 
carefully places the skillfully cus-
tomized creation in the oven and 
moves on to his next customer.

This has become a usual rou-
tine for Peng, who recently started 
working at Pizza Studio in down-
town Los Gatos on Blossom Hill 
Road.

 His many diverse roles in-
clude working with customers as 
a cashier, prepping and cutting 
pizzas,  putting them in the oven 
and bringing them to customers. 
He works on Monday, Wednesday 
and Thursday after school for a to-
tal of 12 hours a week.

“[My job] gives me good expe-
rience in a work environment that 
will help me in the future,” Peng 
said. “The extra money is good 
too.” Peng said he isn’t allowed to 
disclose what his wage is to us.

Although he started working 
to stay busy and earn extra cash to 
spend, Peng has found 
his job rewarding so 
far. 

“It’s actually pretty 
fun making the piz-
zas and experimenting 
with them,” Peng said. 
“I also get pizzas for 
half price and free soft 
drinks [at Pizza Stu-
dio,] which is a pretty 
cool bonus.”

Through working at 
Pizza Studio, Peng has 
learned about the im-
portance of money. 

“Things are actually 
really expensive, and 
it’s easy to spend a lot 
of money without realizing it,” he 
admitted.

Peng found out about the job 
about a month ago after his father 
saw a flier for job openings while 
at Philz Coffee in Los Gatos, locat-
ed next to Pizza Studio. 

After completing an online ap-
plication and in-person interview, 
Peng was offered a job and com-

pleted basic training for four days 
before starting. 

Because he works 
four-hour shifts, 
Peng does not get 
home until 8 p.m. on 
the days he works 
and has learned to 
manage his time 
carefully.

“I do my home-
work immediately 
after I get home 
from work so I can 
get enough sleep,” 
Peng said. “I also 
eat [at Pizza Studio] 
frequently, so I don’t 
waste time eating 
dinner when I get 
home.”

Peng thinks more students 
should consider working. 

“Just being in a work 
environment provides 
valuable experience 
you can’t get any-
where else,” Peng said. 
“Even a simple job is 
an extremely valuable 
opportunity.” u

BY AndrewJiang

Pizza ‘artist’ works at Los Gatos eatery

GRAPHICS BY MAYA PRASAD

Jobs o�er pay

and life lessons

Pawar
Swim Coach 

Where: Brookside 
Club of Saratoga 
Why: “I love working 
with kids and being 
in the water. I’ve been 
swimming and playing 
water polo for years.”

He
Clarinet Tutor

Where: Saratoga homes
Why: “[I realized] that 
there’s so much that 
I can learn about my 
music abilities from 
tutoring clarinet.”

Shah
Hotel Front Desk Worker

Where: Courtyard by 
Mariott in Palo Alto
Why: “I hope  that [the 
job] will help me find 
future jobs once I go to 
college.” 

N
��  

H
����

�

Cafe Server

Where: Big Basin Cafe 
in Saratoga downtown 
Why: “[Working] has 
helped me learn time 
management skills and 
how to prioritize.” 

Vo

Pizza Server

Where: Pizza Studio 
in Los Gatos  
Why: “It’s pretty fun 
making the pizzas and 
experimenting with 
them.”

Peng

GRAPHIC BY SPRING MA
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Stereotypes pollute Hollywood landscape
“Nicki Minaj, come down here right 

now!” 
A young African-American girl, don-

ning a large fake butt, runs down the 
stairs and bends over, showing her be-
hind to the audience. Her parents, also 
wearing extremely padded butts, walk 
out, comically knocking down every-
thing in their path. 

This skit was featured on “The El-
len DeGeneres Show,” where daytime 
television host Ellen DeGeneres gave 
a “preview” of Nicki Minaj’s new ABC 
show about her childhood. DeGeneres 
received criticism for seemingly suggest-
ing that all African-Americans have big 
butts.

“I think that [DeGeneres] intended 
to poke harmless fun at specifically 
[Minaj’s] butt because it’s such a big part 
of [her] image,” junior Julie Cai said. 
“However, given the history of blackface 
and other types of cultural appropria-
tion in theater, comedians like [DeGe-
neres] could be more aware of how cer-
tain jokes could be misinterpreted.”

This is not an isolated incident. Too 
often new television shows center on ste-
reotypes. For example, the new Netflix 

series “Unbreakable Kimmy Schmidt” 
features a character named Dong Nguy-
en who reinforces Asian stereotypes of 
having thickly accented English and an 
affinity for math.

Moreover, minorities have fewer op-
portunities for diverse, engaging 
parts and are sometimes discrimi-
nated against in Hollywood.

Indian-American actor Aziz 
Ansari, known for his role as Tom 
Haverford on “Parks and Recre-
ation,” was faced with this chal-
lenge. Because he refused to put 
on an Indian accent on screen, he 
had to turn down a role in the 2007 
movie “Transformers.” 

“Should I do an accent? Should 
I not do the accent? That’s a thing 
that a lot of minority actors grap-
ple with,” Ansari said during an 
Entertainment Weekly Fest Q&A.

Like Ansari, many actors  face 
the dilemma between taking roles 
that reinforce stereotypes or not 
working at all. 

In fact, sophomore Hannah Yoon said 
offensive roles are often created for spe-
cific races. 

One example that Yoon recalled a sto-
ry about a “CSI” role description, which 

read “40-year-old angry Asian man, five 
seconds, pulls down pants to show tiny 
[private parts].”

According to Yoon, the role was cut 
after receiving criticism. She said that 
such roles reinforce stereotypes are too 

crude for her taste.
For her part, Cai said that although 

Hollywood perpetuates stereotypes, it’s 
not always intentional. Rather, it is our 
society’s natural instinct to stereotype 
different cultures.  

Yoon said she has actually experi-
enced racism in Hollywood first-hand. 
When she tried to win a spot on “The 
X-Factor” in middle school, she received 
an email saying the show had already 
reached its quota of minorities.

“[I felt] betrayed and an-
noyed that [the casting di-
rectors] wouldn’t say [that 
they didn’t want person 
of color] aloud,” she said. 
“As one African-American 
person put it, very well in 
my opinion, ‘a world with-
out people of color kind of 
looks like Hollywood to-
day,’” Yoon said.

In the end, both Cai and 
Yoon said that it is unac-
ceptable to laugh at the 
seemingly harmless racial 
jokes and stereotypes in 
shows.

“I think that the only 
people who really have 

a say are the subjects themselves,” Cai 
said. “Other people may certainly have 
their own opinions on politically cor-
rect comedy, but to allow other people to 
speak for minority groups is to perpetu-
ate their oppression.”u

BY KatherineZhou

“

”

I felt betrayed and 
annoyed that [the casting 
directors] wouldn’t say 
[that they didn’t want a 
person of color] aloud.

sophomore Hannah Yoon

Girls Can movement helps break gender boundaries

“‘Girls can’t,’” Ellen DeGeneres says 
into the camera. “Sometimes you hear 
it, but more often, you feel it.”

In the video, 
DeGeneres is 
joined by Katy 
Perry, P!nk, Janelle 
Monae, Queen 
Latifah, Becky G 
and Sofia Ver-
gara, all chanting 
“girls can’t” into 
the camera. The 
words blend in 
with each other to 
the point that they are indecipherable 
and become background noise as each 
woman faces the camera.

Then, it shifts to Queen Latifah, and 
all the “can’ts” are silenced. She leans 
forward.“Yeah, girls can.”

It’s been two years since the release 
of Covergirl’s video announced the 
launch of the “Girls Can” campaign, a 
movement seeking to promote female 
empowerment and intelligence. The 
goal is to challenge the stereotype that 

women must 
only live up 
to standards 
of physical 
beauty. 

More spe-
cifically, the 
c a m p a i g n 
encourages 
women to 
get involved 
in fields 

where they are underrepresented, such 
as engineering and computer science. 
So far, it has worked with the nonprofit 
organization Girls Who Code to fund 
500 new clubs to help close the gender 
gap in STEM subjects. 

 Senior Nandita Mohan said the 
movement is encouraging for girls 
around the world, but  that Covergirl 
should take more steps to “publicize 
this movement so that it gets to dif-
ferent types of socio-
economic back-
grounds.”

 Covergirl is 
also launching a 
video series pro-
duced by journal-
ist and documen-
tarian Soledad 
O’Brien. Featur-
ing teen rapper 
Becky G, chess 
player Rochelle 
Ballantyne and 
military veteran 
Tina Garnanez, the series focuses on 
powerful women who have defied the 
odds to pursue their dreams. 

Junior Anya Herne said that the 

women featured in the campaign are a 
huge inspiration.

“Femininity has been, to a certain 
extent, viewed as a weaker trait that 
surrounds women, and Covergirl is 

transforming it into a strength, which 
is great,” Herne said. “These are 

the people who encourage other 
women to take a chance to gradu-
ally close the gender gap.”

Covergirl has given $5 million 
over a span of five years to the 
program. Sophomore Kristine 
Chow said that this money has 
been well spent. Even so, she 
thinks the campaign can go in 
other, equally promising direc-
tions.

“I think Covergirl should 
look at the perspectives of both 

sexes,” Chow said. “They should see 
what both sides say about girls and try 
to show that gender roles exist [and 
should be combatted].” u 

BY CharinPark
& OksanaTrifonova

Her ‘Revival’: Selena Gomez drops powerful new album 

Selenators were ecstatic for October 
to roll around, because after two years of 
obscurity, pop sensation Selena Gomez 
released her new album “Revival” on 
Oct. 9. Without any collaborating artists, 
Gomez expresses a new side of herself 
— instead of the expected pop-culture 
tunes from her past, Gomez’s ballads are 
bursting with confidence. 

Preceding the release 
of “Revival,” the 
23-year-old had vir-
tually disappeared 
from the enter-
tainment world 
for two years. 
Many suspected 
that she had 
checked into a 
drug rehabili-
tation center 
after her nasty 
breakup with in-
famous pop star 
Justin Bieber. In real-
ity, the singer had been 
diagnosed with lupus, 
an inflammatory disease 
caused by the body’s de-

struction of its own tissues, and was un-
dergoing chemotherapy at a treatment 
center. 

“I locked myself 
away until I was 
confident and com-
fortable again,” 
Gomez said in an 
interview with Bill-
board magazine 
regarding her with-
drawal from the 

spotlight.
“ R e v i v a l , ” 

Gomez explained, is her way of 
sharing the truth about her break 

from Hollywood and fight-
ing against the persuasive lies 
spread about her. Critics lauded 
her album as a reflection of Go-

mez’s newfound strength and 
growth as a person and singer. 
The album’s sound track is like no 
other Gomez has ever put out. It 

incorporates sounds of coolness 
and tranquility, much like the 
sounds of a beach. Instead of ba-
sic lyrical pop generally heard 
on the radio today, she features 
songs with R&B sounds that 

one would groove to in a dance 

club.
Moreover, in the album, Gomez turns 

from her microphone in the studio to her 
audience and talks 
of lessons she’s 
learned and person-
al struggles that she 
has faced. An exam-
ple is her song, “Me 
& My Girls,” which 
describes the cour-
age Gomez found 
in her friends, in-
stead of boys. Go-

mez makes the audience feel included, 
and she shows how she views her fans 
as friends with whom she can share her 

feelings about relationships and her own 
personal growth. 

In the album’s eponymous song, 
“Revival,” Gomez says, “I dive into the 
future, but I’m blinded by the sun. I’m 
reborn in every moment, so who knows 
what I’ll become.”

“Revival” is Gomez at her most beau-
tiful state; listeners can discover the 
depths of her heart within the lyrics and 
the rawness in the sound of her voice, 
and gain insight into the real Gomez. 

If you listen to “Revival,” you’ll learn 
a lot about who Gomez really is, and 
who she strives to be after her lupus di-
agnosis — an ambitious person with no 
fears of what’s to come in her own, per-

BY JuliaMiller

Selena Gomez

Singer shares experiences, accomplishments
As Beyoncé’s “Halo” boomed 

through the car, senior Isha Mangal, 
then 11 years old, sat in the backseat 
of her mom’s minivan and hummed 
along to the tune. Although she had 
never been in a choir before, she could 
hit notes exactly a major-third above the 
melody, complimenting Beyoncé’s voice 
in a beautiful harmony.

“Whenever I hear something on Spo-
tify or the radio, I just start singing,” 
Mangal said. “It comes naturally to me.”

Mangal, now a senior, has sung in the 
school’s choir program for four years — 
freshman year in Cantare Ensemble and 
sophomore, junior and senior year in 
Chamber Choir and Concert Choir. 

Surprisingly, she had never taken les-
sons in traditional Western music until 
high school. 

As a young child, she took lessons in 
Indian classical music. She then transi-
tioned to jazz and modern music as she 
matured. 

Before attending SHS, Mangal attend-
ed Champion Middle School, a private 
school in West San Jose. 

Because the school was so small, 
Mangal never had the singing opportu-
nities she longed for. She was the only 
student in her grade and had to study 
with younger students. 

With only seven or eight students in 
her classes, she felt as if she was virtu-
ally “home schooled.”

“They didn’t do anything for sing-
ing,” Mangal said. “It was really bad. It 

was so bad. I’m so glad I moved to Sara-
toga.”

According to Mangal, when she 
joined choir as a freshman, former choir 
director Jim Yowell helped her gain con-
fidence in  her singing.

“Mr. Yowell taught me awesome 
singing techniques and just really made 
me a better singer,” Mangal said.

After Yowell retired in 2014, choir di-
rector Andrew Ford took over the posi-
tion and continued to help her. 

Ford said: “One of my goals when I 
came to Saratoga High is to really make 
choir feel like a place where you can 
belong. And it’s students like Isha who 
really make that possible, because they 
love what they do and that enjoyment 
and excitement is infectious.”

He added Mangal’s passion for sing-
ing inspires other students to do better.

In addition to singing for school’s 
choir, Mangal has auditioned and partic-
ipated in regional, all-state and national 
choirs for the past three years.

“I’m excited to do it again this year,” 
Mangal said. “It’s bittersweet because 
it’ll be my last year to make awesome 
music with so many talented singers 
who come from a lot of different places.”

Mangal also competed in the Cali-
fornia Music Education Association 
(CMEA) Music Festival as a junior, sing-
ing an Italian art song called “Caro Mio 
Bien” by Giuseppe Giordani.

Although the song was Italian, Man-
gal was not daunted by the intricate lyr-
ics. 

“I’ve learned songs in many differ-

ent languages: Korean, Chinese, Span-
ish, Italian, Hindi, French and German,” 
Mangal said. “It was actually fun [to 
sing in Italian] at CMEA.”

 Mangal received the Superior Com-
mand Performance Medal Award, the 
highest possible honor, and she was in-
vited back to San Jose State University to 
perform for the organization.

Additionally, Mangal has also re-
ceived two diplomas: one in Indian 
classical vocal for singing and another 
in Indian classical instrumental for play-
ing the tabla, an Indian drum. With her 
extensive background in Indian music, 
Mangal has performed at community 
events and competitions, including 
many Indian celebrations like Diwali. 

Mangal also performed Alicia Keys’s 
“If I Ain’t Got You” at the Saratoga’s Got 
Talent competition last summer, win-
ning third place.

“I’m always looking to try different 
events for singing,” Mangal said. “But 
even though I perform a lot, what I re-
ally love to do is jam out to my guitar 
and make covers of songs.”

As much as she likes classical music, 
she isn’t planning on studying it in col-
lege; still, she wants to pursue it in an 
a capella group or in solo performances.

Even though she is unsure of her fu-
ture in music, she remains open to any 
opportunities.

“Music [is] always going to be a big 
part of my life,” Mangal said. u

BY CaitlynChen

Senior Isha Mangal records “Save Me From Myself” by Christina Aguilera at a studio.
Courtesy of ISHA MANGAL

Senior places as finalist in 
international film festival

Series draws comedy from 
Valley’s startup culture

Airplane and rocket models hung 
from the sapphire-colored ceiling of 
Planet Hollywood Times Square’s res-
taurant in the heart of New York City. 
Bright television screens illuminated 
the dining room. Crowds of partygoers 
danced to the upbeat music in a ball-
room space near the red and black tables. 

Senior Marcus Emery stood in the 
middle of this scene on Oct. 9, still 
shocked that his animation, which had 
been selected for the All American High 
School Film Festival, had brought him to 
New York. 

“I never meant to turn [my anima-
tion] into 
anything,” 
Emery said. 
“It was just 
s u p p o s e d 
to be a test 
video. Then 
I looked 
at it, and I 
was like, ‘I 
kind of like 
that. Let’s 
see where it 
goes.’” 

E m e r y 
first entered his short 2D animation, 
“Dooble — the Short Winged Quail,” 
into a local competition, the Bay Area 
Teen Festival. The film depicts a quail 
who struggles to fly because of his short 
wings. He remembers the local compe-
tition as an eye-opening experience be-
cause he had never competed in a film 
festival before.

Later, inspired by his first-place win 
at the Bay Area film festival, Emery ex-
plored other festivals online. Many fes-
tivals were closed or too expensive for 
him to enter, Emery said. However, the 
All American High School Film Festival 
had an admission fee of $10.

Two months after the submitting his 
project, Emery received an email invit-
ing him to attend the festival in New 
York. The letter shocked him. 

“At that point, I was like ‘Whoa. 
What do I do now? Do I have to go to 
New York now?’” Emery said.

After receiving the notification, Em-
ery and his parents looked into the fes-
tival, discovering that it was an interna-
tional competition involving 49 states 
and 13 countries. Additionally, around 
15,000 entries were submitted to the 
contest. 

The festival lasted from Oct. 7-11 and 
consisted of a pre-party at Planet Holly-
wood Times Square, film screenings on 
the fourth floor of AMC Times Square 
and a college fair. 

Through the pre-party and college 
fair, Emery acquainted himself with oth-

er students 
from coun-
tries like 
South Korea 
and Pakistan 
and repre-
s e n t a t i v e s 
from differ-
ent film col-
leges, like 
the Savan-
nah Col-
lege of Art 
and Design 
( S C A D ) . 

Emery said he still keeps in touch with 
these people today, especially the SCAD 
representatives, who offered him con-
structive criticism on  his portfolio. 

At the awards ceremony, the judges 
nominated Emery as a finalist out of the 
30 animations selected for the festival, 
making his first trip to New York all the 
more memorable.

For Emery, being a finalist in the festi-
val gave him more confidence in his own 
work and opened his eyes to filmmaking 
as a potential career. Filmmaking had al-
ways been a hobby for him, but he had 
never realized that he could pursue it in 
the future. 

“I want to say, ‘Don’t worry about 
what other people think,” Emery said. 
“If you enjoy something, find a way to 
do that.” u

In HBO’s “Silicon Valley,” a group 
of eccentric, tech-savvy individuals 
work together to build up their start-
up, Pied Piper, into a successful com-
pany. While the show’s comedy may 
make the plot seem like pure fiction, 
these stories are familiar to those of 
us who live here in the Bay Area, and 
even more so to some students who 
have worked at startups themselves.

Since last June, senior Kabir Mang-
hnani has worked 
at Ar Pax Lab, a 
Bay Area startup 
that specializes 
in manufacturing 
hoverboard en-
gines. Manghnani 
said the show is 
not far from the 
truth.

For example, much of the comedy 
from the show arises from problems 
stemming from time crunches that 
occur often in tech fields. 

“Startup life is really fast-paced,” 
Manghnani said. “There’s something 
brand new to tackle every day.”

Pied Piper’s setting is also quite 
accurate, operating out of the ga-
rage of a home in Palo Alto. While 
Manghnani’s startup has an office, he 

says garage startups are not uncom-
mon, adding that he has a friend who 
worked at a startup operating pri-
marily out of the co-founder’s home.

Many of the characters in the show 
are also parallels of real-life Silicon 
Valley figures and companies.

According to senior Aakash Thu-
maty, who has worked at EchoDevic-
es and EverAlbum, one of the compa-
nies in the show, Hooli, is a parody 
of Google and the main investor of 
the show, Peter Gregory, is a parody 

of investor Peter 
Thiel.

The actions 
of those at Pied 
Piper are also 
similar to those of 
real-life Bay Area 
startup employ-
ees.

In one episode, 
the characters employ the help of a 
high school-age hacker to help them 
reach a goal in a short time frame. 
Thumaty said that this is similar to 
real-life startups, which hire teenag-
ers to help assist them with certain 
projects.

“‘Silicon Valley’ is really similar to 
real startups,”  Thumaty said. “I think 
that’s why people in the Bay Area like 
the show so much.” u

BY AngelaLee

BY AmithGalivanche

The experiences of employees in the series “Silicon Valley” mirrors real work life.
 TECHNOBUFFALO.COM
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The goal is to challenge 
the stereotype that 

women must only live up 
to standards of physical 

beauty.

If you listen to “Revival” 
you’ll learn a lot more 

about who Gomez really 
is, and who she strives to 

be. The actions of Pied 
Piper are also similar 

to those of real life Bay 
Area employees.

“

”

At that point, I was 
like ‘Whoa. What do I 
do now? Do I have to 
go to New York now?

senior Marcus Emery
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Senior connects with 
culture through hobby

Irish dancer excels in 
international contests

Sometimes older siblings can be 
nothing short of inspiring. 

That was the case with senior Sophia 
Lin, then a small child, as she watched 
her older sister Sherry on stage per-
forming a flowing series of movements 
that narrate traditional Chinese folk 
tales. 

Sophia was only a toddler, but some-
thing clicked as she gazed in admira-
tion.

Sophia later joined the classical Chi-
nese dance program at the China Dance 
& Arts studio in Cupertino at the age of 
5.

Chinese dance is a style that involves 
elegance and poise, Sophia said. Danc-
ers have to move fluidly to the beat of 
Chinese music, while making the dance 
visually pleasing to the audience. 

“Chinese dance is different from oth-
er styles of dancing,” Sophia said. “It 
provides a rich source of background 
into my culture and heritage.”

The dance also features emotional 
expressions that tell stories about spe-
cific aspects of Chinese culture such as 
historical events, Sophia said. The ele-
ments of acting are used to enhance the 
dance stylistically as dancers gracefully 
twirl their bodies in fluidity to the mel-
ody of the music.

The dancers also use external objects 
to help convey a message.

“The costumes [we wear] reflect the 
time period [since] every dance is dif-
ferent,” Sophia said. “The props we use 
are different too; we have umbrellas, 
fans, drums [and more].”

Currently, Sophia practices Chinese 
dance once a week for two hours. She 
also performs in her dance school’s an-
nual showcase; this year’s performance 
was held at the Mission Center for Per-
forming Arts on the weekend of Oct. 31. 

Because Sophia has dance practice 
on the weekend, she said it adds mini-

mal stress to her schedule and is a  break 
from her normal life.

“[Dance] actually serves as a stress 
reliever and gives me a break from all 
the studying I have to do,” Sophia said.

For Sophia, dance won’t just be a 
high school hobby. In college, she said 
she wants to find a Chinese dance 
school near her campus. She also hopes 
to dedicate more time to other styles of 
dance, like ballet; currently, she only 
practices ballet once a week. 

“Dance has provided me with an-
other outlet to express my emotions and 
culture and is something I will never 
stop pursuing,” Sophia said. u

Senior Caroline Jens, far right, recently competed in three rounds at East Bay Feis. 

BY NeilRao

Then a wide-eyed first-grader, senior 
Caroline Jens sat as she watched Irish 
dancers move to the quick and rhyth-
mic beat of the reel during the annual 
Argonaut Elementary School variety 
show. Entranced by the dancers’ ener-
gy, Jens told her mother she wanted to 
be a dancer. A week later, she entered 
Greene Academy in 2005 for her first 
class.

“[Irish dancing] began as an after-
school activity, but over the years it had 
turned into my life,” Jens said.

For the past 11 years, Jens has at-
tended Irish dance classes three times a 
week for two to three hours and prac-
ticed at home. Additionally, she dances 
competitively, which results in even 
more practices and lessons. 

She has taken part in regional, na-
tional and international competitions, 
including the annual North American 
Irish Dancing Competition. Competi-
tions have taken her to places like Ire-
land, Canada, Tennessee, Pennsylvania, 
Florida and Rhode Island.

Irish dance competitions consist of 
three rounds: soft shoe, hard shoe and 
independent dancing. Soft shoe has ele-
ments of ballet, while hard shoe has ele-
ments of tap dancing. The independent 
or third round accepts only contestants 

with high scores in the first two rounds.
“[During] the first two rounds, you 

dance with a group of people that you 
don’t know and don’t do the same 
steps,” Jens said. “In addition to want-
ing to do your best, you also have to fo-
cus on not running into other dancers.”

After seven years of dancing and 
working her way up multiple levels, 
Jens reached the highest rank of Irish 
dancing, the Open Championships, in 
2010 at San Jose.

“There are a lot of milestones in Irish 
dancing, and you move up between dif-
ferent levels,” Jens said.

Over the years, the effort she puts 
into dancing has increased. But it’s a 
rigor Jens says she enjoys. 

“I would say Irish dancing is a really 
long high endurance sport; it’s like a 
long sprint,” Jens said.

Aside from the physical exercise and 
competitions, she also enjoys meeting 
people through the activity.

“You get to bond in a really special 
way with your dance friends,” Jens 
said. “We interact differently than our 
school friends.” 

Jens hopes to continue dancing 
throughout college by joining recre-
ational clubs.

“I really love dancing and I don’t see 
myself ever stopping completely,” Jens 
said. u

Behind Bollywood: a glimpse into Toga Tamasha
Formed in 2014, the school’s selective traveling Bollywood dance team, Toga Tamasha, has 
started its performance season. This year, the team features seniors Abhay Aanabathula, 
Anant Rajeev, Arjun Ramanathan, Kanaai Shah, Karishma Shah, Naved Krishnamur-
thy, Nupur Maheshwari, Partha Shah, Samir Vaidya, Sanam Mohan, Shazia Gupta and 
Sweeya Raj; juniors Karan Desai, Megana Saripella and Mitali Shanbhag, as well as soph-
omore Ishana Narayanan. The team is preparing its routines for Bombay in the Bay as 
well as other Indian ethnic shows at other Bay Area high schools.  The Falcon interviewed 
captains Mohan and Shanbhag on their thoughts and hopes for Tamasha.

Q: What is the process of auditioning for other school’s ethnic shows? What is 
the experience of performing at these shows like?
Mohan: Usually, we just send them a video of our routine. Often, our audition 
may be a live performance. Last year we performed at Berkeley, Homestead, Bel-
larmine, Saratoga’s Got Talent and Saratoga’s Holi Festival.

Q: What does the team mean to you? How has it shaped your high school career?
Mohan: I love [being] able to work with people who are extremely committed and 
excited to be on the team. The fact that it is a selective team makes the experience 
more competitive and attracts students who are really committed.

Shanbhag: I know in middle school and before that, I was never proud to be an 
Indian, but being a part of Tamasha and being able to share that with so many 
people and seeing so much Indian culture everywhere makes me proud to be me. 

Q: What dance background do members on the team have?
Mohan: I have a classical Indian [dance] background and so does [sophomore] 
Ishana Narayanan, but honestly we don’t demand that people need any dance 
background. It’s more of a natural talent for dance. 

At Bellarmine’s annual show, Nashaa. Last year’s team in Bombay in the Bay.
Courtesy of SANAM MOHAN Courtesy of SANAM MOHAN

— Reporting by Vibha Seshadri

BY FrederickKim

Courtesy of CAROLINE JENS

Q: What are you looking forward to this year?
Shanbhag: I am looking forward for our team to just grow. I think that we 
maintained a really good reputation last year. Many schools have already asked 
us to come and perform, such as Homestead. I also think that Tamasha can get 
better. There are teams like MV Bhangra and MV Raas that have maintained a 
really good reputation and they are known as teams, and I hope we can grow to 
be something like that. 

Q: What have you learned from the team?
Shanbhag: This year, I am taking on more of a leadership role, so the amount of 
responsibility forces me to work because I know I have a team behind me that I 
have to support. My first year [on the team], I didn’t know anyone on the team 
so I had to reach out and meet new people. Overall, it’s a stress-free environment 
and it’s what I do to have fun. 

GRAPHIC BY MAYA PRASAD

Lin poses for a photo shoot prior to her 
dance school’s annual showcase.

Courtesy of SOPHIA LIN
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As all the school’s then-900 stu-
dents flooded into the Large Gym in 
1993, cheers erupted from each class 
as NSYNC blared in the background. 
Decked in their class colors, students 
sporting backward caps and skater jack-
ets sprinted to claim their seats on the 
bleachers. 

In the center of the gym, represen-
tatives from each class placed their 
foreheads on a baseball bat, spinning 
rapidly, their stomach full of Taco Bell. 
According to that year’s Talisman year-
book, each class would’ve “done any-
thing to win [Barf-O-Rama],” even barf 
in front peers.

The stands erupted in laughter and 
excitement. With every student in the 
present at the rally, school spirit was es-
pecially high.

Rallies have been around for decades, 
but according, assistant principal Kerry 
Mohnike, they have changed noticeably 
in the past two decades.

Until the 2005-2006 school year, the 
school had a non-block schedule and 
classes the met five days a week and one 
tutorial. 

As a result, there was a special sched-
ule for the eight rallies that were then 
put on annually, and rally attendance 
was all but mandatory. (Kids asking spe-
cial permission could go to an assigned 
teacher’s room during the rallies.)

When the school switched to a modi-
fied block schedule in the fall of 2005, 
rallies were switched to being held dur-

ing morning tutorials, usually on a Fri-
day. Mohnike said that as the school’s 
enrollment numbers increased, not all 
students could fit into the Large Gym 
anymore. As a result, administrators de-
cided to make rally attendance optional. 

But according to Mohnike, even 
though the number of students who at-
tended the rallies changed, the overall 
“school spirit level” did not.

“Spirit level [is] really hard to judge,” 
Mohnike said. “Times are different so I 
think we have a bunch of really spirited 
students at the school, and so we show it 
in so many different ways.”

Along with scheduling changes, the 
rally skits themselves have taken on a 
different character, said guidance coun-
selor Eileen Allen, who, as a junior and 
senior in 2000 and 2001, was a member 
of the rally commission.

According to Allen, the head rally 
commissioner was usually a skilled 
dancer, so instead of doing a skit, the 
rally commissioners usually performed 
a dance and proceeded to orchestrate 
games and competitions among called 
upon students from different grades.

“We would also used to do some re-
ally messy games like food fights, pie 
eating contests, which phased out over 
the years,” Allen said.

Although Allen reflected positively 
on her time as a rally commissioner, both 
Mohnike and Allen said that in 2005, ral-
lies seemed to hit a low.

 Mohnike said that at that time, rally 
commissioners often poked fun at other 
students. Many of their skits featured in-
side jokes and made rallies uninteresting 
and awkward for many of those attend-
ing.  

“It was public shaming — not in a 
horrible way, but in a way that made it 
uncomfortable for many people,” Moh-
nike said.

Many people were “turned off” by 
the behavior of the rally commissioners, 
Mohnike said. 

“If they were going to be picked on by 
the commissioners, why go anyway?” 
Mohnike said.

Even though current rally adviser Re-
beca Marshburn was not around during 
this time, she too has heard many inci-
dents about the past rallies.

“I heard [that the rallies] were inap-
propriate and crazy, and I know many 
teachers who refused to attend,” Marsh-
burn said.

Now, to ensure this rowdy behavior is 
kept under control, Marshburn verifies 
any questionable scripts or games with 
the administration. 

Marshburn said she made it clear to 
the commissioners that rallies should be 
a place where all the students feel com-
fortable.

“[These] restrictions can be hard, but 
we we work hard to find a good balance 
of what the office wants and what the 
students want,” said senior Isa Berardo, 
the head rally commissioner.

Despite the changes rallies have gone 
through, much of what happens during 
a rally is spontaneous and unpredict-
able, Berardo said.

According to Berardo, the success of a 
rally depends on the students.

“We do our best to make skits and 
games fun and inclusive, but the com-
mission can only do so much. It’s the 
students that determine how a rally 
turns out,” Berardo said. “If there’s high 
energy and people are excited and want 
to be there, then it’s going to be a good 
rally.”

Although rallies have changed 
throughout the years, their ultimate goal 
has been the same: to promote school 
unity.

“Rallies [are created to] unite every 
class,” Marshburn said. “There’s always 
going to be competition, but in the end, 
we want students to realize that we’re 
one school, so let’s come together and 
celebrate who we are.” u

ONCE ‘CRAZY,’ 
RALLIES HAVE 
BECOME MORE 
APPROPRIATE

From Barf-O-Rama to inclusiveness

The sounds of a piano thundered 
across the halls of Valley Church in 
Sunnyvale as the Academy of Music and 
Arts for Special Education (AMASE) 
launched its new production of “Noah’s 
Ark.” A lightning bolt made out of tin-
foil bounced across the stage as the mar-
ble platform trembled with noise. 

Groups of AMASE students huddled 
in the middle of the stage, singing as 
each pair stepped into a ship made of 
cardboard and tempera paint. Each wore 
a felt animal mask. The Aug. 1 concert 
was part of the organization’s “Gift from 
Above” concert series, which provide 
special education students a way to 
showcase their talents and perform in 
front of their peers.

“It’s a really fun experience. Students 
seem to look forward to it because they 
can play in front of parents and friends,” 
sophomore volunteer Jaime An said. 

The church’s AMASE group was 
founded to teach art and music to spe-
cial education students, and has since 
grown into a community where students 
and volunteers alike can pursue their ar-
tistic interests. High school volunteers 
are each assigned to one special needs 
student, or “buddy,” to teach and talk to 
for the rest of the year.  

“This program is important because 
it allows high schoolers to connect with 
others,” junior volunteer Rachel Won 
said. “We often forget that not everyone 
is as fortunate as us, and working with 

these kids is a humbling experience.”
Won said her perspective on special 

education students has changed dra-
matically since her first day in the pro-
gram. She believes that what AMASE 
promotes “is not a mentor-student rela-
tionship, but rather a relationship more 
described as friends,” and helps enforce 
that just because someone “functions 
differently shouldn’t bar you.”

“I’ve built a good relationship with 
one of my students,” Won said. “We 
message each other on Facebook during 
the week to see how the other is doing.”

 On Mondays and Thursdays, Won 
and her fellow volunteers meet at 5:30 
p.m. to discuss how they can teach their 
students more efficiently. Buddies arrive 
at about 5:50 p.m. and meet with their 
volunteers before class starts at 7 p.m.

“I love the community and atmo-
sphere. The volunteers have good rela-
tionships with one another,” An said. 

Looking back at her first day as a vol-
unteer, An remembered being excited to 
meet her new buddy. It was hard to get 
to know him at first because he “wasn’t 
expressive.” Now in her second year, An 
feels as if she “understands his body lan-
guage more, which helps [her] respond 
better to him.” AMASE taught her how 
to improve her communication skills, 
and getting to know students proved to 
be the highlight of her day.

“It’s great to see the students be proud 
that they are a part of AMASE,” An said. 
“Being at AMASE and talking with the 
students makes me happy.” u 

Church program guides special education students

BY CaitlynChen
& IsabelleYang

BY CharinPark

Senior Michael Schillage, dressed as Captain Hook, laughs at senior Arnav Pawar’s 
socks, part of his Peter Pan costume, in the Oct. 12 Homecoming rally skit.

FALCON // ERIC SZE

AMASE volunteers and students perform “Amazing Grace” in the 2014 holiday concert. 
                  AMASE.COM
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Woods returns with 
a fresh perspective

As junior Julius Woods cautiously 
stepped out of his car and walked onto 
the Los Altos High School campus on 
the first day of school in the fall of 2014, 
he was in an unfamiliar place. It was his 
first year as a sophomore there, and he 
was both excited and nervous to meet 
new people and see what this change 
would bring him. 

When his dad moved away two 
summers ago after a divorce, Woods 
also moved to Los Altos, leaving his 
friends behind. Once Woods 
transferred, he lived with 
his dad on the weekdays 
and stayed with his mom 
on the weekends at her 
place in Santana Row. 
Wood’s dad now lives 
back in Saratoga.

Because Woods had 
attended schools in Sara-
toga since elementary school, 
he said the transfer “changed so 
many things.” 

This year, Woods has re-
turned to Saratoga High because 
he wanted to return to a stable 
group of friends. 

After the break from Sarato-
ga for the first time in 12 years, 
Woods was able to perceive vari-
ous differences between each 
school’s culture.

For example, the academic 
standards at Saratoga High pres-
sured Woods, and he said he did 
not receive much help in under-
standing the concepts from his 
classmates. 

At Los Altos, he found that while stu-
dents were less academically focused, 
the overall environment was more en-
joyable.

In addition to a less intense academic 
atmosphere, Woods said that Los Altos 
students had more school spirit. Many 
more students dress up for spirit weeks 
and attend rallies. 

Still, despite the higher attendance at 
Los Altos rallies, Woods mentioned that 
he “personally [likes] Saratoga’s rallies 

better because of our crazier and more 
entertaining rally commission.” 

Woods also said that Saratoga night 
football games are a highlight of the 
school’s appeal. Los Altos does not have 
night lights on the field, lessening atten-
dance. Complaints from neighbors have 
kept the school from installing them, he 
said. 

“I always look forward to football 
games [at Saratoga] because you for-
get about the stress while hanging with 
friends as you root for your school and 

watch your friends play,” Woods said. 
Woods also noticed that Los 
Altos provided students a 

wider variety of classes. 
Those include cooking, 

painting, dance and ar-
chitectural design.

“Classes like these are 
really important to have 

at schools, because people 
can find their passions in 

these classes,” Woods said. 
“[Many] students are forced to 
do things that they do not love 
or like.” 

His own passions include 
producing music and DJ-ing, 
courses that are rarely provid-

ed in high schools. 
After experiencing the aca-

demic stress at Saratoga High, 
he came to prefer the more 
relaxed and helpful environ-
ment of Los Altos because of 
the teachers’ slower and more 
in-depth lessons for each topic. 

“The schedules I had at Los 
Altos and Saratoga were pretty 

much the same, but I found that Los 
Altos really helped me understand the 
material better,” Woods said. “Teachers 
[at Los Altos] were more at my pace and 
helped individuals who weren’t able to 
learn as fast, like me.” 

Even though he liked the academic 
side of Los Altos much better, he decid-
ed that he wanted to transfer back here 
to be with his longtime Saratoga friends.

“Coming back was a homey feeling,” 
Woods said. "It's nice to come back to my 
family of friends at Saratoga." u

BY ElizabethLee

Koh transitions to Saratoga robotics
Junior Daniel Koh stood behind a 

wall of desks, clutching a remote. He 
was at Intuitive Surgical, a robotics sys-
tems manufacturing company special-
izing in medical instruments, where he 
was participating in a high school 
robotics competition.

Before he knew it, the ro-
bot he had been controlling 
wrangled free. It crashed 
through the desks, finding 
its way into the audience 
and ran over one mem-
ber’s toe. 

Koh, then a sophomore at 
Monta Vista High, was sure that 
it had been a mechanical error 
in the robot that had caused it to 
run awry and quickly apologized. 

The robot, it turned out, ran 
into junior Nicole Lin, a member 
of Saratoga High’s robotics team.

This incident proved benefi-
cial when he moved to Saratoga 
that summer, as the robotics 
team remembered him from that 
incident. 

Since his move from Monta 
Vista during the beginning of 
the school year, Koh has ob-
served some distinct differences 
between the two schools. 

According to Koh, “[Saratoga] is less 
competitive, and there is definitely a lot 
more diversity of interests here.”

With help with the previous encoun-
ter at Intuitive Surgical, Koh has been 
quick to find a niche in his new setting: 
the robotics team.

Prior to joining Team 649 at Saratoga, 
Koh was a member of Team 115, Monta 
Vista’s robotics team. Koh said that the 
hardest part about moving here was 

leaving all his friends, though he looks 
forward to seeing them at competi-
tions. 

As for robotics, he sees more opportu-
nities here because the Monta Vista team 
has 100 members compared to Saratoga 
High’s 70. 

While at Monta Vista, he earned 
the role of operator on 115, mak-

ing him the one in charge of 
controlling the robot during 
competitions. While he en-
joyed the role, he wished he 
could have branched out 
more within the program 
by taking part in produc-

ing different components of 
the robot.

“Robotics is not really about 
driving the robot; it’s about 
designing and programming 
it and things like that,” Koh 
said. “No one [at Monta Vista] 
really allowed me to do that. 
They just put me in charge of 
the controls.”

In comparison to 115, the 
smaller size of Saratoga’s team 
allows Koh to experience a 
spectrum of different roles. 
649 is comprised of the robot-
ics team president, a head of 

hardware, a head of software, a 
head of electronics, a head of 

TARC (rocketry), a head of FTC (a small-
er robotics competition), marketing spe-
cialists, a financial lead, an administra-
tive team and dozens of members who 
aid with the building of the robot.   

Koh is now working on the design 
of the robot; specifically, he is working 
on the gear boxes and drive chassis, the 
structure of the robot.

Furthermore, the people on 649 made 
Koh’s transition between schools easier. 

Sure enough, Lin, whom he had hit with 
a robot previously and seniors Naveed 
Riaziat and Navid Mokhlesi recognized 
Koh from previous competitions, which 
helped ease his transition into the team.

According to Koh, his move to 649 
has been beneficial because he is finally 
doing something he is really interested 
in. By doing what he likes, Koh finds 
that he is making a more significant con-
tribution to the team.

Koh said that Saratoga’s robotics 
team is incredibly fun and “really enthu-
siastic about what [it] is doing.”

He feels that the team will do very 
well this year in competitions, especially 

due to the abundance of designers and 
programmers on the team.

Aside from robotics, in the first few 
weeks of the school, Koh joined the ju-
nior class’s  all-boys’ dance during their 
Homecoming performance because of 
the team’s strong suggestion that he do 
so. 

“I think their motivation [to include 
me] was to have fun,” Koh said.

Although Koh did not participate in 
events such as Homecoming at Monta 
Vista, he decided to try it out here.

“It turned out to be the most fun I had 
in high school,” Koh said. “Other than 
robotics.” u

BY VibhaSeshadri

Junior Daniel Koh cuts a piece of polycarbonate for Monta Vista robotics last February.
Courtesy of DANIEL KOH

Then-freshman welcomed back after semester at Mitty

Then-freshman Jaime An stepped out 
of her car and braced herself for another 
day at Archbishop Mitty High School. 
Later that day, there was going 
to be a rally at the private 
Catholic school located in 
San Jose, and all around 
her people huddled with 
their friends, laughing 
and chanting, “Go Mon-
archs!”

In this sea of black 
and gold, An found her-
self missing the comfort and 
company of her childhood 
friends from Saratoga. 

As a Monarch, An recalled 
constantly having second 
thoughts about the “hasty 
decision” at the end of eighth 
grade.  

The night before the Mit-
ty applications had been due, 
her parents had decided that 
she should apply. They had 
seen her struggle at Redwood 
Middle School and hoped that 
Mitty would offer the “more in-
dividualized help” from its pri-
vate school teachers that public 
schools did not.

For the first semester of freshman 
year, An was willing to try out the new 

school environment. But to her dismay, 
An didn’t find as much help as she had 
hoped to receive at Mitty, because with-
out tutorials, there was not enough time 

to talk to teachers.
But she more or less expected 

this, as Mitty isn’t particu-
larly well-known for its 

academics. Instead, Mitty 
prides itself in its per-
forming arts programs.

An, however, was ulti-
mately disappointed with 

both the orchestra and 
dance team at Mitty. 
“I didn’t feel comfortable 

in either of them,” An said.
The summer before school 

started, An began to practice 
with Mitty’s advanced dance 
team, the Royals. 

An felt like she got to know 
her teammates pretty well and 
had made a group of friends 

that she hoped would last 
through the school year. 

“There was a lot of school spirit 
at our performances at rallies and 
football games,” An said. “They 
were exciting and filled with energy 
and cheers from the stands.”

But soon after, An found herself 
drifting from her old teammates. 

“We were a cooperative and success-
ful team,” An said. “But it was hard to 

stay close with everyone because of the 
various activities each of us were a part 
of besides dance.”

In addition, although she anticipated 
that Mitty’s strong reputation for per-
forming arts would help foster her skills 
in both dance and music, An was disap-
pointed to find that the environment at 
Mitty did not suit her.

“The orchestra was tiny compared 
to Saratoga’s,” An said. “I was just kind 
of bummed and 
unmotivated be-
cause it wasn’t 
very challenging 
at all.”

An enjoyed 
the musicals, 
plays and choir 
concerts that the 
Mitty orchestra 
performed in, 
but she wished 
for something 
more challeng-
ing, something 
that would help her expand her knowl-
edge and techniques in cello.

Finally, An made the hard decision to 
come back to Saratoga, where she would 
be reunited with her childhood friends 
and feel the most comfortable.

In late November 2014, An accompa-
nied her mother to finalize the transfer 
documents to Saratoga High. 

An came back in Saratoga to finish 
her second semester of freshman year.

An has built strong connections 
with her teachers who have helped her 
thanks to the tutorials the school has ev-
ery other day.

Besides receiving more help from her 
teachers, An also found she could rely 
on her peers, learning a lot from the stu-
dents around her. 

In particular, An, a cellist in the most 
advanced orchestra, 
Saratoga Strings, 
says she draws in-
spiration from the 
other musicians at 
school who share 
her dedication to 
music.

“The orchestra 
program is much 
more developed 
[here] and people 
in orchestra actu-
ally love music and 
share the same pas-

sion for it as I do,” An said.
Although at first An was hesitant to 

transfer in the middle of the year, she 
was relieved to find her old friends wel-
comed her back with open arms. 

“At Saratoga, people help me learn,” 
An said. “They welcome me, make me 
feel comfortable and assure me that this 
where I belong.” u

BY CaitlynChen

I was just kind of 
bummed because [Mitty’s 
orchestra] wasn’t very 
challenging at all.

“

”sophomore Jaime An

Evergreen senior transfers, starts anew
Senior Jasmine Qin was decked out in 

red plaid as she sat between her fellow 
seniors at the first rally of the year on 
Sept. 11. Leaping to her feet to cheer with 
fellow seniors, Qin gave no outward in-
dications she was new to the school. 

Little would they know that Qin is ac-
tually a transfer student from Evergreen 
Valley High School of the East High 
Union District. Approximately 2,715 stu-
dents attend the school. 

Qin previously lived in Evergreen 
Valley, an area nestled in central San 
Jose, for 11 years. Her family’s deci-
sion to move to Saratoga and attend a 
new school during her senior year was 
a choice that involved difficulties with 
Evergreen’s administration.

“I transferred to [SHS] because I 
needed a fresh start,” Qin said. “Junior 
year was tough, not academically, but 
health-wise.” 

At one point during 11th grade, Qin 
dealt with health issues that prevented 
her from attending school for months at 
a time. She was homeschooled during 
that time period. 

Qin’s relationship with the adminis-
tration at Evergreen hit several bumps in 
the road. 

She often felt uncomfortable when 
seeking help. She even felt ashamed at 
times for reasons that she believes were 
unfairly handled by the administration. 

Even though Qin believes the admin-
istration there needs to make better poli-
cies, she attributed these issues to its in-
experience as a relatively young school 
of less than 20 years. 

“With my health conditions, I could 
not handle being their guinea pig any-
more,” Qin said. “I wasn’t planning to 
move to a different city, but a few weeks 
before school started this year, my par-

ents decided to sell our house and move 
to Saratoga for me.” 

Qin served as a class officer for two 
years at Evergreen and was heavily in-
volved in school-wide activities. She 

also played for the volleyball team and 
recounts playing in several unforget-
table, sweat-inducing games with her 
former teammates. 

Qin, however, did not try out for the 
Saratoga team because she wanted to 
participate in drama. 

In addition to the differences in aca-
demic rigor, Evergreen does not offer as 
many AP classes or have the resources 
to accommodate for a greater variety 
of course choices. 

Because of the lack of re-
sources, she said most stu-
dents were forced to seek 
guidance from outside in-
stitutions. 

“The students them-
selves are just as competi-
tive as SHS students, but 
they do not enjoy the 
same privileges, such 
as full-time guidance 
counselors and tuto-
rials,” Qin said.

At Evergreen, Qin 
did not have a block 
schedule, open cam-
pus during lunch 
hour, a wide variety 
of cafeteria food or an ac-
cessible library. 

“I feel like I know my guid-
ance counselor of six weeks at SHS 
better than I knew the counselor I 
had for three years back at Ever-
green,” Qin said. 

Based on Qin’s observations of 
SHS, the dances, rallies, yearbooks, 
ASB events, athletic gear, music 
groups and other parts of SHS life seem 
to be heavily funded by the ASB budget 
and PTSO funds. 

At Evergreen, Qin said everything 
took a colossal amount of fundraising to 
just put on one event.

On the other hand, she described the 
club cultures at both schools as strong 
and well-rounded. 

“I was really excited to see all of the 
different clubs at [SHS] on Club Day,” 
Qin said. “Although I don’t know if I’ll 
be joining any as a senior, I am really 
pleased to see that I go to a school where 
kids are passionate about so many dif-
ferent fields.” 

When helping the senior class pre-
pare decorations for Homecom-

ing, Qin recalled Evergreen’s 
biggest event, “Battle of the 

Classes.” Similar to the 
Homecoming class com-
petitions each October at 
Saratoga, the event took 
months of planning and 
preparation. 

“Every class went all 
out for this event, and 
the campus was al-
ways buzzing with ex-
citement during that 
week,” Qin said. “I was 
incredibly pumped to 
be a part of Homecom-
ing this year and see 

what class competition 
is like at SHS.” 
Since transferring to 

SHS, Qin has experienced 
several positive interactions with 

other students and staff members. 
“I think the students here excel 

at the level that they do because 
the teachers know how to teach so 
well,” Qin said. 

Qin also says all of her classmates 
and teachers have been incredibly kind 
and welcoming to her, especially as she 
learns more about the school. 

“I had no idea what to expect, but the 
transition has been so much better than 
I expected,” Qin said. u

BY AllisonLin

Senior Jasmine Qin performs Katy Perry’s 
“Roar” during a rally at Evergreen in 2013.

Courtesy of JASMINE QIN
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Teacher set marks in sports
A sea of students holding neon-col-

ored signs filled the stands of the gym, 
cheering for the 2005 boys’ varsity 
basketball team as they battled Cuper-
tino High School. The crowd roared as 
then-senior center Danny Wallace re-
bounded and put the ball in the hoop 
late in the game, helping the Falcons 
stretch their lead. Led by Wallace’s 15 
points and 18 rebounds, the team fin-
ished with a 75-67 victory, placing first 
in the El Camino Division. 

Ten years later, Wallace is now a 
special education instructor and coach 
at the school.

Unlike many students who play 
one or two sports a school year, Wal-
lace was a star member of four teams 
during his senior year: football, volley-
ball, basketball and track. He received 
many awards in all of the sports, win-
ning MVP and honorable mention for 
volleyball and MVP for field events in 
track. In addition, he took fifth place 
in CCS for the high jump and 12th in 
shot put.

“At first, coaches didn’t let me do 
all four of these sports until senior 
year, when they realized [I was ca-
pable] and willing to help out on the 
teams,” Wallace said.

Of the sports he played, football and 
basketball were his favorites because of 
the close bonds players formed, Wallace 
said. 

Although Wallace 
played football for only 
his senior year due to 
opposition from his par-
ents, he was warmly 
welcomed by the team. 
Wallace had the most 
sacks and tackles and 
was named defensive 
MVP and most im-
proved player.

“In football, you de-
velop a bond with your 
team that is hard to ex-
plain,” Wallace said. 
“You have 38 guys and are all one big 
family with different roles to do on the 
team. If you don’t do it right, your fam-
ily crumbles.” 

As for basketball, Wallace started 
playing in third grade and always 
loved the game. Under the instruction 
of coach Mike Davey, Wallace and the 
team went 22-5 in league in 2005, and he 
was awarded MVP for team and honor-
able mention for CCS. 

“Davey made me realize that I could 

always do more, and he also made the 
team go extremely hard during prac-
tice,” said Wallace. “If I got 28 rebounds 
and scored 25 points in one game, there 
was always something I could have 
done better. It helped to motivate me to 

be my best, 
and I took 
it person-
ally because 
I knew that 
if I wanted 
to be better, 
I had to try 
harder.” 

Wa l l a c e 
r e c a l l e d 
that during 
his senior 
year, he was 
c o n s t a n t l y 
working out 

and dedicated all his time to sports. De-
spite having three hours of daily prac-
tice in addition to weightlifting, he was 
easily able to complete his homework; 
the weekends were also an important 
time for him to finish or catch up on 
projects. 

“The big thing was that academical-
ly, there were no requirements or pres-
sures to take honors and AP classes,” 
said Wallace. “I just took regular classes 
and did my work. The whole college 

pressure was gone, and it was to just to 
enjoy high school.” 

Wallace was unsure whether to pur-
sue athletics in college or a career as a 
firefighter after high school. 

“This was where my parents and 
Coach Davey were [unhappy] with 
me,” Wallace said. “There were op-
portunities for me to play basketball, 
volleyball and run track, but I felt like 
I was done. I wanted to focus on my ca-
reer, which was firefighting, and I did it 
after getting accepted when I was 19.” 

However, after spending two years 
pursuing that dream, Wallace decided 
to return to college, attending at San 
Jose State University for four years and 
earning his teaching credential there. 
This year is his sixth year teaching here. 

In 2006, Wallace began coaching shot 
put and high jump at SHS. But it was 
coaching the 2009 Redwood Middle 
School sixth grade girls’ basketball team 
that got Wallace interested in coaching 
basketball. 

“After coaching them, I became re-
ally motivated to coach these kids as 
they really listened and respected me,” 
said Wallace. 

As a result, he helped Davey coach 
the girls’ varsity basketball team for 
eight years and now has been coaching 

TheStats
st place1

The boys’ cross country team 
finished first in Division III at 

the CCS meet on Nov 14. at Crystal 
Springs. Senior Matthew Peterson 
finished first, sophomore Amit 
Nag was sixth and senior Stephen 
Law was eighth. “I’m glad we got 
first since it showed that we were 
able to bring our team together,” 
Peterson said. “The new runners 
helped us pull it off.”

Surrounded by a roaring crowd in the 
quad, freshman Annika Donez steadied 
herself after performing an ambitious 
front flip during the freshman Home-
coming Quad Day finale on Oct. 13. 
Her prowess reflected her 10-year 
dedication to the intensive sport of 
gymnastics.

However, after the physical strain 
from gymnastics grew unbearable, 
Donez decided to put aside the gym 
mat for the diving board. For over 
a year now, she has been competi-
tively diving at the Junior Olympics 
level.

“Gymnastics was a real strain on 
my joints and muscles, and my body was 
really taking a beating [from it],” Donez 
said. “I wasn’t really enjoying it as much 
because it got really difficult.”

Switching to diving, an activity that 
took much less of a toll on her body, 

turned out to be an easier transition than 
expected.

Because a great deal of flexibility is re-
quired for diving as well as gymnastics, 
Donez didn’t have to work as hard to 
reach the level of proficiency in her new 

sport. The muscular strength 
she had developed from years 
of gymnastics proved highly 
useful as well, since she need-
ed to be capable of jumping 
considerable heights on the 
springboard.

“I love jumping really high 
in the air and flipping; it’s re-
ally fun and feels like you’re 
flying,” Donez said. “Also, 
since I have really good body 

awareness, I know where I am and I defi-
nitely need that in diving; otherwise, I 
wouldn’t be able to know where the wa-
ter was.”

Adding to her comfort was that she 
had several friends, also gymnasts, who 

joined her at the Santa Clara Diving Club. 
During training, Donez practices flip-

ping one-and-a-half times midair before 
landing in the water, making sure that her 
hands enter the water first. She also has 
been learning to go all directions on the 
board: front, back and reverse.

She drills in two-hour sessions rough-
ly six times a week, practicing her tech-
niques on the 1-meter and 3-meter spring-
boards as well as the five meter platform. 
Donez receives ISPE credit for diving.

After attending a few local competi-
tions as well as a meet at the University of 
California, Davis, she intends to continue 
and perhaps pursue this burgeoning wa-
ter sport in college as well.

“I want to be as confident as I can in 
every skill I do, because sometimes I get 
really nervous, [like] during competi-
tions,” Donez said. “I don’t want to be 
scared of anything; I’m really liking div-
ing and I just want to be very confident in 
everything I do.” u

Donez

Freshman gymnast transitions to diving

The girls’ field hockey team 
won 8-1 against Branham in 

the first round of CCS on Nov. 
11. “Branham had skilled play-
ers but we shut our defense 
down,” senior captain and cen-
ter midfielder Erin Norris said. 
“We passed the ball around well, 
which led to some great offen-
sive plays where we converted 
and scored.”

is great8

BY KarissaDong

G
The girls’ league season end-

ed with a record of 6-8. Despite 
reaching league finals, no players 
made it to CCS.

Though they had more losses 
than wins, the girls had a scoring 
average of 220: the lowest scoring 
average in the school history.  

“I’m really proud of how 
our team supported each other 
through every match,” junior 
Cynthia Yang said. ”Sometimes 
individual players may not have 
played their best round during a 
match, but everyone was super 
supportive and encouraging.”

 The projections for next year 
are favorable for the girls.

 “We should be in a very good 
position to compete with the loss 
of only one starter,” coach David 
Gragnola said.

SeasonRecaps

irls’ golf

G
With new coach Courtney 

Crase and five new players, the 
girls worked to build stronger 
defense and shooting. The team 
ended its season with a 1-8 record 
in the upper De Anza league. 

“We lost really strong players 
and had to pull up girls from JV 
to get the team chemistry going 
[this year],” junior Kanika Vora 
said. “But I think we have a lot of 
potential to be a good team next 
year.”

Vora said that the girls’ biggest 
improvements were in boosting 
team chemistry thrugh bondings, 
communication  during games 
and “stepping up in offense and 
defense.”

“This year has been my favor-
ite season by far. Not only was 
our team dynamic beyond close, 
but we could also see the huge 
improvement from the start of 
the season,” Vora said. 

irls’ water polo

I want to bring back the 
school spirit as much as I 
can, but I also know how 
much all the students 
have on their plates.

“

”teacher Danny Wallace

Jumping over two 
Westmont opponents, 
then-senior center Danny 
Wallace grabs a rebound. 
Now a special ed 
instructor at the school, 
Wallace led his team to a 
22-5 record in 2005, earn-
ing individual titles of MVP 
for all four of his sports: 
basketball, football, vol-
leyball and track.

Courtesy of TALISMAN

BY JennyQian
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When we asked around school about 
where the Wrestling Room is located, no 
one seemed to know. Many had never 
even heard of it.

It turned out that the room is hidden 
behind one of the doors in the Large 
Gym’s lobby. With basketball and vol-
leyball spectators unknowingly passing 
by its doors, the room is easy to miss. 

As we entered for a practice, we were 
surprised that it was far more spacious 
than it appeared from the outside, with 
thick ropes that drooped from high ceil-
ings more than twenty feet up.

The enormous red wrestling mat is 
large enough to block one of the room’s 
side doors, and its parts are patched to-
gether with clear tape. White paint flakes 
off the ceiling. The corners of the mat are 
caked with dust, and a dark-green push 
broom leans against the right wall.

 Above the old push broom, photos of 
last year’s team sit on a ledge against the 
wall. Keep walking right, and the photos 
stretch back to the 1980s. The 2009 team 
photo features 25 wrestlers. By 2014, that 
number had dwindled to 15. 

“I’m not really sure why wrestling 
isn’t as popular as other sports,” sopho-
more wrestler William Sabato told us lat-
er. “I think it’s a great sport, and every-
one there is fun to work with. I guess the 

way the sport works isn’t as enticing.”
The photos sat deceptively still as the 

wrestling ring exploded with activity. 
There were only five boys on the mat 
that day. According to head coach Dan-
iel Gamez, some of the wrestlers were 
still busy with their fall sports and will 
join the team after those seasons end.

Immediately after stretching, every 
single member went all out, pushing 
themselves to the limit. 

“Come on guys! You’re moving too 
slow! Move a little bit quicker now, let’s 
go!” Gamez shouted, pacing the ring.

Five pairs of feet slammed against 
the mat as the boys started doing laps 
around their room. One of them was 
wearing a knee brace. They then transi-
tioned straight into conditioning, which 
involved bear crawls, duck walks and 
carrying each other across the room.

Conditioning only made up the be-
ginning of their afternoon free mat, but 
already everyone was breathing hard. A 
short 2-minute break gave the wrestlers 
some time to get water before going right 
into the wrestling portion of practice.

Splitting into pairs, they practiced 
their various shots, holds and take-
downs. Even though Gamez instructed 
them to “bring each other down softly,” 
that didn’t always happen. Despite be-
ing thrown down, rolled over and head-
locked, the wrestlers got back up as if 
nothing had happened and continued.

During the middle of practice, one of 
the wrestlers bit his tongue hard, caus-
ing it to bleed profusely.

“You’re still alive,” Gamez said. “Get 
back in there.”

Brushing off the injury, the wrestler 
stepped quietly back into the ring.

“In a match, you have to go 100 per-
cent at all times for six minutes straight,” 
Gamez said. “Then you have to be pre-
pared to go into overtime, which is an-
other two minutes.”

Exhausted near the end of their prac-
tice, the members participated in what 

they called “Iron Man”: one person takes 
on everyone else, one by one. No breaks. 
They invited us to join and for a brief 30 
seconds, we practiced wrestling, already 
breathing hard after the short time.

At 6 p.m., having practiced for an 
hour and a half, the team filed out of the 
room, knowing they would be back for 
more conditioning the next day. 

“[Wrestling] is a single-man sport. 
There’s no team backing you up,” Ga-
mez said. “If you win, that's all you. 
These guys live for the dedication that 
it takes.” u

Wrestling room: where blood turns into gold
TWO FALCON REPORTERS TACKLE THE UNCOMMON, CHALLENGING SPORT

Throughout his high school and 
club soccer career, class of 2015 alum-
nus, Samuel Junqua, was the dominant 
player in most of his games. However, 
when he joined UC Berkeley’s Division I 
team this fall, Junqua soon began to face 
tougher opponents and found himself 
challenged as never before.

“Going from playing 90 minutes ev-
ery game to really fighting for any play-
ing time at all was a tough change,” Jun-
qua said. 

Last spring, Junqua was recruited to 
play on Cal’s soccer team. He plays as 
a left back and has been playing for ap-
proximately a half during most games. 
Junqua received a partial scholarship to 
play for the Bears. 

The regular season began in August, 
and will be coming to an end on Nov. 12 
as the Golden Bears take on Stanford in 
their final game. Cal has an overall re-
cord of 9-5-2 as of Nov. 6.

Prior to joining Cal’s team, Junqua 

played only one year of high school soc-
cer; instead, he played at a higher level 
for many competitive club soccer organi-
zations such as the De Anza Force Acad-
emy for three years and the San 
Jose Earthquakes Academy.

“Playing for [the Earthquakes] 
was an interesting experience 
because you would sometimes 
see teammates or players being 
pulled up to the [professional] 
team,” Junqua said. “[The expe-
rience] felt professional because 
mostly everything was paid for.”

Nevertheless, Junqua has 
found that college sports are 
much more exciting than high school 
sports since everybody at the collegiate 
level is serious about their participation 
on the team.

He said that the main difference be-
tween college and club athletics is the 
amount of supervision the players re-
ceive.

As a D1 athlete, Junqua devotes much 
of his time to soccer. The team trains, 
competes in games, meets for video ses-

sions and lifts weights six days of the 
week. On game days, he said players 
stretch and jog together in the morning, 
meet for a pregame meal and have a pre-

game meeting before going out 
onto the field. 

“You know exactly what you 
should be doing [at] what time 
during the day since the coach 
sends out a timeline to keep us 
on track,” Junqua said.

Yet, Junqua emphasized the 
morning of any game is not 
the first day of preparation for 
the match. He believes that the 
team begins its preparation 

when they practice specifically to win a 
game. 

Given how many hours he spends 
thinking about and practicing soccer, 
Junqua said being on top of his school 
work is crucial. As a result of playing 
soccer, Junqua said he has had to make 
sacrifices such as not being able to join 
a fraternity. Even so, he sees these sacri-
fices well worth it.

“Soccer has always been my passion 

so I can't imagine not playing,” Junqua 
said. “It was never a question if I would 
want to play on college.”

Junqua is hoping to get into the 
Haas Business School at Cal. In order to 
achieve this goal and balance his school 
work and his soccer schedule, he has 
been carefully planning where his time 
goes by avoiding things he could “cut 
out.”

Although Junqua’s schedule is de-
manding, his teammates have made the 
transition to this new lifestyle easier. 

For instance, he remembered one 
teammate volunteering to drive him to 
Oakland for a physical at the start of the 
season. All he had to do was ask.

“That kind of camaraderie helped me 
get acclimated,” Junqua said.

Junqua has been thrilled with his 
Berkeley experience so far.

“Playing college sports is such a great 
experience so I highly recommend it to 
anybody who has the opportunity or 
is interested,” Junqua said. “I think it's 
unique and worth what you need to sac-
rifice to get there.” u

At UC Berkeley, 2015 grad finds high-level soccer

Junqua

BY CharinPark
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BY NeilRao
& VibhaSeshadri

FALCON // CHARIN PARK

Junior reporter Jason Zhao (left) gives a shot at wrestling with sophomore Kyle Abe.

GIRLS’ VOLLEYBALL

Players advance to CCS despite losses in A league

With an overall season record of 12-
18, the girls’ volleyball team encountered 
some tough competition after moving 
up to the De Anza A league this year, but 
with their strong work ethic and deter-
mination, they were able to make their 
way into CCS as the No. 8 seed.

The Falcons ended their season with 
CCS, hosting San Jose’s Notre Dame on 
Nov. 11. 

After a tough loss in the first set with 
a score of 25-16, the Falcons came back in 
the second set 25-21. The girls then lost 
the third and fourth sets 25-17 and 25-18, 
respectively. 

Senior outside hitter Amanda 
Meserve said 
that they had 
previously been 
focusing on 
serve receives 
and overall de-
fense in order to 
strengthen the 
team.

Meserve said 
that the team 
has improved 
t h r o u g h o u t 
the season and 
played well even after advancing to a 
higher league.

The girls played their last league 

game on Nov. 3 against Homestead, but 
lost 3-0 with match 
scores of 25-20, 25-
21 and 25-18. 

Nevertheless, 
the Falcons com-
peted hard in ev-
ery game, despite 
some players’ ab-
sences. 

According to 
Meserve, sopho-
more defensive 
specialist Dasha 
Gousseva became 

a key player during this match, as a sub-
stitute for captain senior setter Nicole 
Chiou, who sustained a concussion dur-

ing the Palo Alto match on Oct. 27. 
Meserve also praised senior defen-

sive specialist Jennifer Chen, who took 
junior libero Julia Vita’s place; Vita was 
not able to attend a few games due to a 
family emergency. 

As the season closes, Chiou remi-
nisced about her favorite memories of 
the volleyball season, a year that saw the 
departure of their regular coach Brad 
Frederickson after his adult son was in a 
serious car accident. 

“We have supported each other 
through this season, [which was] full 
of ups and downs,” Chiou said. “It has 
definitely brought us closer together and 
caused us to realize just how much we 
care about one another.” u

BY ElizabethLee
& ClaireRhee

We have supported 
each other through this 
season, [which was] full 
of ups and downs.

“

”
senior Nicole Chiou
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Although the Falcon field hockey 
team has probably never had a smaller 
roster, they have played with an incred-
ible force this year, winning their first 
two CCS games 8-1 against Branham 
High school on Nov. 11 and 2-0 against 
St. Francis on Nov. 14. 

These wins propelled them into the 
semifinal round against Los Ga-
tos this past Wednesday at Del 
Mar High. Due to printing dead-
lines, the Falcon was unable to 
cover this game in the print edi-
tion. The Falcons went into the 
game as the underdogs having 
lost twice to the Cats already 
this year.

In last Saturday’s game, the 
Falcons took on St. Francis at 
Selmore High. Star forward Tina 
Miller scored one goal, which bounced 
off the goalie into the goal, and left in-
side midfielder Hannah Leonard scored 
the other with an assist from left outside 
midfielder Rachel Davey. 

According to senior captain and mid-
fielder Erin Norris, the team played 
good give-and-go passes and had strong 
hits up the line. Both of these strengths 
hurt St. Francis’s strong defense.

In the game against Branham, goals 
were scored by junior back Maxine Parr, 
juniors forward Kelsey Kinoshita, Leon-

ard and Miller; and two goals each from 
senior left forward Corinne Bryan and 
junior midfielder Emily Chen. 

According to Norris, everyone kept 
up their passing, which allowed the 
goal scorers to get an easy route to the 
goal.  

The varsity team pulled up some JV 
players bolster their small varsity roster 
during CCS. 

Sophomores Kate Bossi, Chancee 
Gaskin, Valerie Yang,  Siobhan 
Pollard Burgos and freshman 
Judy Yang were initially pulled 
up for CCS. Due to injury, Pol-
lard Burgos could not continue 
playing in future CCS games.

In addition to their strong 
CCS record thus far, the team 
went 10-2 in their De Anza 
league, only losing to their rivals 
Los Gatos.

The girls went up against 
Los Altos on Nov. 5 for their last regular 
season game and dominated the game, 
winning 2-0. Both goals were scored by 
Miller, the first assisted by Parr and the 
second by Chen. 

The girls did well passing the ball 
around the field, but had difficulties 
converting during short corners in order 
to score more goals, Norris said. 

On Nov. 3, the team played Los Gatos 
at home for its senior night. The Falcons 
lost 3-0 to the Wildcats; nonetheless, 
they still played a strong game. 

Parr had great defensive stops and 
saves. Although the team lost without 
scoring a goal, Norris believes that the 
girls fought harder  than any other team 
did in the league against the Wildcats. 

Norris said that if the team had 
fought back against the Wildcats’  strong 
pressure and finished their breakaways, 
the Falcons could have easily won.

On Oct. 30, the team beat Christopher 
High 6-0 with goals from junior captain 
and Miller, Chen, Kinoshita and Parr. 

Additionally, senior captain and back 
Sabrina Clark and junior outside mid-
fielder Sophie Parr had effective trans-

fers that opened up the field, allowing 
more hits to be sent to their forwards.

On Oct. 29, the team played Monta 
Vista and won 1-0 with a match-winning 
goal from Miller. Though the team had 
13 short corners, they were only able to 
convert one to a goal.

“I feel like we could’ve had more 
goals in that game, we just couldn’t get 
the ball in, but we all played well as a 
team,” Norris said.

On Oct. 27, the team played Lyn-
brook, dominating the game and win-
ning 11-0 with six goals from Miller in 
the first half. u

FIELD HOCKEY

Menlo and No. 2 Los Gatos. The Falcons 
lost a 4-3 match to the Wildcats on Nov. 
6 that gave them the higher CCS seed.

Everything the girls worked for this 
season culminated in the final show-
down with Los Gatos in the CCS semi-
finals. 

This was the fourth time the team 
faced the Wildcats this season. Having 
gained three nationally ranked players, 
Los Gatos posed the biggest threat to the 
Falcons all season and had won two of 
the first three meetings.

Arriving at the courts at 8:30 last Sat-
urday morning, the Falcons warmed up 
their “thunder” serves and powerful 
cross-court forehands in preparation for 
tough matches against the Wildcats. 

Within the first hour, it looked grim 
as the Wildcats swept the Falcons’ No. 1, 
2 and 3 singles. However, things started 
to look brighter for the Falcons on the 
doubles courts as the doubles teams 
took control of their matches. 

The No. 2 doubles pair junior Davi-
ana Berkowitz-Sklar and sophomore 
Elizabeth Lee secured a 6-3, 6-2 win. No. 
3 doubles seniors Meera Rachamallu 
and Allison Lin won 6-2, 6-1. 

At the No. 1 doubles court, junior 
Danielle Berkowitz-Sklar and senior 
Shireen Haghshenas struggled in the 
first set, losing 7-5. Regrouping, the pair 
came back to win the second and third 
sets. 

The teams were tied at 3-3, and it all 

came down to Neeka against Wildcat 
Fiorella Chen at the No. 4 court. Having 
lost the first set, Neeka battled in the sec-
ond set, often playing continuous rallies 
that lasted over three minutes each. 

Both teams sat by the court, cheering 
and encouraging their respective players 
on every point. 

Eventually, Neeka gained a score 
lead in the third set against Chen, and 
surged ahead to finish the 3-hour match 
in the third set, 6-3. The Falcons rushed 
to Neeka’s court to celebrate their victo-
ry and a guaranteed spot in the NorCal 
tournament. 

“Winning the league title has never 
been too difficult because our team has 
been the strongest in the area for many 
years,” Rachamallu said. “CCS has been 
harder in previous years, but our team is 
closer and tougher this year.”

The first round of CCS began on Nov. 
10, but the Falcons received a bye and 
automatically advanced to round 2 on 
Nov. 11. 

The girls defeated Sacred Heart Ca-
thedral 7-0 to move on to the quarter-
finals the following day against Monta 
Vista. 

Having defeated the Matadors dur-
ing the league season, the Falcons went 
into this match with confidence.

Junior No. 2 singles player Caitlin Ju 
moved into the No. 1 position to chal-
lenge the Matador’s No. 1 Leslie Ligier. 
Ju played a grueling match and ended 
up pulling an upset against powerhouse 
Ligier, 2-6, 6-2, 10-2. The Falcons won 
6-1, advancing to the semifinals against 
Los Gatos. 

Following the victory over Los Gatos, 

they faced perhaps the strongest team in 
California, Menlo. 

Rachamallu and Lin won their match 
against a strong No. 3 doubles pair, 6-0, 
6-1. The Falcon pair chose to take each 
point slowly and waited for the perfect 
opening to slam the ball away. 

Ju also won her match against Menlo 
No. 2 singles player Alice Yao. Nonethe-
less, this was not enough to overcome 
the Knights, losing 5-2. 

The Falcons received the second place 
CCS title. 

“I am proud of the way the girls ap-
proached and handled CCS,” coach 
Florin Marica said. “They showed more 

passion and determination for the sport 
than I have ever seen from them before 
and fought to win every match pos-
sible.”

The team is seeded No. 3 for the Nor-
Cal tournament. They received a bye for 
the first round again, and will face the 
No. 6 seed Oak Ridge in El Dorado Hills 
of the Sacramento-Joaquin Section.

Marica has high hopes for the team’s 
success in NorCal, even though no vet-
eran player on the team has gone this far 
before.

“I am so pumped,” Ju said. “We are 
going to go into every single match with 
immense spirit and energy.” u

Girls reach CCS semifinals after strong league season
BY JuliaMiller
& VibhaSeshadri 

TENNIS
continued from pg. 1

Senior No. 1 doubles Shireen Haghshenas hits the ball against Homestead on Oct. 27.
FALCON // SWEEYA RAJ

the girls’ JV team for five years. 
Besides basketball, Wallace has also 

coached varsity lacrosse for a year and 
is currently coaching varsity football this 
year, specializing as the defensive line 
coach. 

As a teacher, he chose to be a part of 
the special education program. 

“I was in special education all my life 
and knew what helped and didn’t help 
me, what annoyed me and what made 
me feel more inadequate as a person,” 
Wallace said. “I wanted to help those 
kids and show them that I get it. I’ve 
been made fun of myself and it’s not 
fun.” 

Having returned to his alma mater to 
coach and teach, Wallace fells that there 
has been only one major change: school 
spirit.

“Every Friday, we had about 300 peo-

ple come to watch our basketball game. 
In football, there would often be thou-
sands of fans at our games,” Wallace 
said. “Our team had the support of the 
school and it made us want to win every 
game, knowing we were representing 
Saratoga.”

He also recalls how the members 
of the boys’ and girls’ basketball team 
would always show up for each other’s 
games. The spectators would shout 
and cheer wildly while holding color-
fully decorated posters with the players’ 

names and pictures. 
“I want to bring back the school spirit 

as much as I can, but I also know how 
much all the students have on their 
plates,” Wallace said. 

As a passionate coach and teacher, 
Wallace hopes to be an inspiration and 
model for younger athletes and stu-
dents.

“I’ll only ever stop coaching if I ever 
get married,” Wallace joked. “But coach-
ing will always be something I will love 
and will want to do.” u

WALLACE
continued from pg. 23

Miller
Senior Talia Clement dribbles the ball on the Nov. 3 Senior Night game against Los Gatos.
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BOYS’ WATER POLO

Falcons defeat Fremont to end season strong

CROSS COUNTRY

Boys win Divison III CCS, advance to states

Team finishes with OT loss to Homestead

After finishing first in regular league 
play, the Falcons’ water polo team suf-
fered a heartbreaking loss to rival Home-
stead 10-9 in overtime in the league tour-
nament finals on Nov. 7. 

Because only one team from the El 
Camino League advances to CCS, the 
Falcons did not qualify for CCS. Sarato-
ga and Homestead have had three close 
games this season, with the Falcons win-
ning 9-5 on Sept. 29 and losing 12-11 on 
Oct. 20 in overtime and sudden death.

The action of the third meeting be-
tween the teams started with two quick 

goals from seniors Mason Lee and Gra-
ham Schmelzer. Homestead quickly re-
sponded in the second quarter to take a 
4-3 lead going into halftime. The Mus-
tangs continued to dominate in the third 
quarter, scoring three goals and making 
the score 7-3 heading into the final pe-
riod. 

The fourth quarter started with both 
teams exchanging goals. The Falcons 
picked up the pace with Lee, Schmelzer 
and senior Noah Quanrud all scoring to 
tie the game at 8-8 with less than 30 sec-
onds left.

In a stunning sequence, senior Paul 
Maier of Homestead responded by scor-
ing with less than a second left. Coach 

Courtney Crase then called a timeout to 
set up a Hail Mary play. Senior Mason 
Lee, setting up from half-pool, lobbed 
the ball to senior hole set Davis Robert-
son, who miraculously tipped the ball 
just over Homestead’s goalie in the top 
left corner as time expired to force over-
time with the score tied 8-8.

Overtime consists of two 3-minute 
halves; if the score is tied, the game goes 
into sudden death, where the first team 
to score wins. 

Lee started overtime with a quick goal 
to continue their momentum. However, 
Homestead responded with two goals, 
including one in the last possession of 
the first overtime. The Falcons were shut 

down in the second half of overtime.
Senior Graham Schmelzer scored four 

goals and Lee had three. Senior Noah 
Quanrud and junior David Nguyen both 
added one. Quanrud made multiple key 
blocks and steals and Schmelzer drew 
three ejections.

“We gave it everything we got and 
fought extremely hard but just didn’t 
come out on top,” Lee said.

In the second round of the tourna-
ment on Nov. 5, the team cruised by 
Fremont 13-2. Lee led the team with five 
goals, and Schmelzer and senior Arnav 
Pawar both added two. The Falcons also 
crushed Milpitas 17-0 in the first round 
of the tournament on Nov. 4. u

BY AndrewJiang
& NeilRao

FOOTBALL

As senior Matthew Peterson 
ran neck-in-neck with senior 
Ryan McAuliffe from Aragon 
High in the last 200 meters of 
the hilly 2.95-mile course at 
Crystal Springs last Saturday, 
he began pumping his arms 
faster as the crowd yelled. Turn-
ing on his kick, Peterson passed 
McAuliffe, beating him by a 
second to gain a first-place win 
in Division III at the CCS meet. 

His time of 16:02 was a 6-sec-
ond improvement from his pre-
vious personal record for the 
course. 

“I knew that I would beat 
[McAuliffe] at the end because 
I have a good kick,” Peterson 
said. “If anyone is in a 25-me-
ter range from me, I know I can 
beat them because no one can 
really keep up with my sprint.”

The next highest finisher for 
Saratoga was sophomore Amit 
Nag, who placed sixth with a 
time of 16:22, and senior Ste-

phen Law, who placed eighth 
with a time of 16:24. 

The boys’ team was also rep-
resented by senior Kevin Du-
ong-Le, junior Nicholas Sum, 
sophomore Ronin Staunovo 
and freshman David Berkow-
itz-Sklar.

The boys’ fast times led them 
to win CCS in Division III, ad-
vancing them to the state meet 
for the second straight year. 

The state meet will occur on 
Nov. 28 at Woodward Park in 
Clovis, Fresno. 

The second-place and third-
place teams in CCS finals were 
Valley Christian and Riordan 
High. 

The girls’ team, represented 
by seniors Ashley Chen, Kim-
berly Chen and Ingrid Zhou, 
sophomores Chloe McGhee, 
Lillian Zeng and Miranda Song 
and freshman Isabella Tan, fin-
ished 11th in Division III at CCS 
and will not go to the state meet. 

While the boys’ team raced 
well, the girls’ team struggled. 
Zeng led the lady Falcons with 

a time of 21:45. Following Zeng 
was Ashley, with a time of 
22:09, and McGhee, who had a 
soccer match a few hours prior 
to the race, and finished with a 
time of 22:19.

The boys’ team attributed 
its success at CCS to the con-
sistently fast times at the meets 
leading up to CCS.

At the De Anza League Fi-
nals at Crystal Springs on Nov. 
3, Law placed sixth with a time 
of 15:54, and Peterson ran a 
time of 16:08. McGhee, who 
was recovering from an ankle 
injury, ran with a time of 20:22. 
Ashley was close behind with 
a time of 21:50, a personal best 
by seven seconds. Song, who 
joined cross country this year, 
also ran with a personal best of 
22:22, improving by more than 
a minute.

The boys’ varsity team 
placed fourth, while the girls’ 
varsity team placed seventh.

While many athletes plan 
on returning next year, for the 
seniors on the team, these last 

few meets at Crystal Springs 
marked the end of their high 
school cross country careers. 
Kimberly, who has been on the 
team for three years, has en-
joyed getting to know every-
one, especially the underclass-
men, on the team.

“I’ll definitely miss Coach 
[Danny] Moon and the cap-
tains, since they’re all really 
great,” she said. “Cross coun-
try has been something that 
[has] forced me to get out of the 
house, run and do some exer-
cise.” u

BY DavidFan
& AmiNachiappan

Senior Matthew Peterson sprints at the Baylands Park meet on Oct. 20. 
Courtesy of NOW AND FOREVER

Hand in hand, the varsity boys 
walked onto the Benny Pierce field one 
last time this year to face Fremont on the 
chilly night last Friday. The 14 seniors on 
the team knew it might be the last game 
of their high school football career. 

To have any chance to play in CCS, 
the boys had to win. Playing one of their 
best games of the year, they crushed the 
Firebirds 63-20. 

But to their disappointment two days 
later, they learned they had not quali-
fied for CCS. The team ended with a De 
Anza league record of 2-4 and an over-
all record of 4-6. Though Friday night’s 
big win didn’t result in the playoff berth 
they were opening for, it was one they 
took pride in.

“It was Senior Night and we were 
motivated to win the game for our se-
niors and end their last football game at 
Saratoga with a win,” junior captain and 
wide receiver Kian Ghelichkhani said. 

In the first quarter, Ghelichkhani 
scored a touchdown in the first three 
minutes. The Falcons continued to pile 
on touchdowns in the first half.

After the Firebirds scored, they ex-

ecuted several failed offside kicks that 
gave the Falcons strong field position 
and led to quick scores. The Falcons 
managed to put 49 points on the board 
by the end of the first half.

“Our passing game was very sharp 
and our entire offense was clicking on 
all cylinders which allowed us to put up 
a lot of points,” se-
nior wide receiver 
Joseph Eschen 
said. “Our defense 
was suffocating 
and almost shut 
them out, and they 
just gave up a few 
lucky passes that 
Fremont was able 
to take for touch-
downs.”

In the game, 
senior running 
back Alex Hawks 
had several long runs and added to the 
impressive 984 rushing yards and nine 
touchdowns he piled up this season. 

A week earlier, the result was almost 
the reverse against the league-leading 
Milpitas Trojans in what could be char-
acterized as a David and Goliath match-
up. The team lost 54-7, with the single 

touchdown scored by Hawks.  
The Trojans, who had previously 

beaten other powerhouse teams includ-
ing the Los Gatos Wildcats and the Wil-
cox Chargers, entered this game against 
the Falcons with a 4-0 record in the De 
Anza league and a 6-2 overall record. 
The lopsided victory can be partially 

attributed to the 
fact that the Tro-
jan players were 
much larger than 
the Falcons, with 
their biggest 
player stand-
ing at 6-7 inches 
and weighing 
380 pounds. In 
the past, the Fal-
con players have 
suffered mul-
tiple injuries and 
concussions in 

matchups against Milpitas.
“They’re always the best team in the 

league, and it’s fun playing against the 
really good guys,” senior wide receiver 
Matthew Zung said. 

During the game, Ghelichkhani, an 
integral part of the Falcon defense, re-
turned to the field after sitting out of the 

previous game against Wilcox due to an 
injury.

During the first half against Milpitas, 
the Trojans scored four touchdowns, ac-
cumulating 32 points. 

Hawks scored a touchdown in the 
fourth quarter after a handoff from ju-
nior quarterback Will Liddle. Sprinting 
down the field at full speed with two 
Trojans at his heel, Hawks managed to 
escape their grasp and slip into the en-
dzone, bringing up the Falcons’ score. 
Hawks finished the night with 90 yards 
on 13 carries and Liddle added 20 yards 
on five tries.

Although the defensive lineup and 
strategy had improved over the season, 
it was not enough to impede the Trojan 
offense. By the end of the fourth quarter, 
the Trojans had seven touchdowns. 

According to Zung, the Trojans ran 
their double wing offense for nearly the 
entire game. This strategy ensures that 
the Trojans “are going to win 99 percent 
of the time,” he said.

“They’re just too big upfront in the 
trenches,” Zung said. “In both halves, we 
knew what we had to do, and we knew 
that their weakness was their cleanliness 
of play, but their double wing offense 
was too much for us.” u

BY AllisonLin
& SummerSmith

Our passing game was 
very sharp and our entire 
offense was clicking on 
all cylinders.

“

”
senior Joseph Eschen
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BOYS’ BASKETBALL GIRLS’ BASKETBALL

As the winter sports season kicks off, 
the boys’ basketball team is rebuilding 
with additions, such as junior Jonathan 
Cai and sophomores Tyler Torrens, Will 
Turpin and Harrison Fong.

The Falcons look to improve on last 
season’s 18-7 overall record (10-2 El 
Camino League finish) and make it into 
CCS in the El Camino League under the 
direction of varsity coach Trevor Naas. 
They also hope to play well against 
their toughest opponents, Gunn and 
Monta Vista. 

To achieve these goals, they will 
strongly rely on their returning seniors 
for leadership on the court, such as 
shooting guard Joseph Eschen, shoot-
ing guard Tyler Yoshihara and power 
forward Jatin Mohanty.

According to Eschen, most of the 
team trained in open gym throughout 
the spring and competed together in a 
summer league.

“We’re conditioning harder than we 
ever have, especially in my two other 
years at being at this level,” Eschen 
said. “We want to be able to push the 
pace of the game and take control of 

games using our endurance.”
Eschen noted that this season’s suc-

cess will require all-out effort, and that 
the team’s entire roster will be vital.

“We have a few sophomores coming 
up from football so [we] expect them, 
as well as our returning juniors and 
seniors, to contribute well and have an 
impact on the team,” Eschen said.

Eschen said he believes Fong, who 
will be playing the wing position and 
could become one of the team’s lead-
ing scorers will be a key addition to the 
varsity team, although Fong is joining 
the team late due to his commitment to 
football.

“I don’t know if I’ve made it [on the 
varsity team] yet, but it would be my 
goal to help the team move up a divi-
sion and make it to CCS,” Fong said.

Fong said he has been practicing for 
the wing position and played in the 
summer league with the team this sum-
mer. 

As usual, the team will have to find 
key players who can replace alumni 
such as point guard Michael Cole, small 
forward Gino Caloiaro and power for-
ward Kevin Lee. 

The Falcons will play their first home 
game against Westmont on Nov. 24. u

BY MilesAlbert
& AmiNachiappan

Strong additions bolster 
confident, solid squad

The wrestling team, a small group of 
just 14 boys, hopes to send multiple boys 
to CCS. 

Sophomore Ajay Brar, who joined 
the team this year, is looking forward to 
gaining experience at tournaments. 

“I want to make CCS because it’s my 
first year and just achieving that would 
be good,” he said. “I also hope more 
people decide to join wrestling currently, 
since we’re a really small team.”

Brar, who does not have any previous 

wrestling experience, was recruited by 
wrestling coach and history teacher Kirk 
Abe last spring when Abe asked Brar to 
attend a pre-season wrestling practice.

“I came to the first practice, and I re-
ally liked it a lot so I just continued and 
kept going to practices,” Brar said.

Sophomores William Sabato and Ke-
dar Abhyankar, returning wrestlers, 
are expected to place well in wrestling 
matches this year.

According to head wrestling coach 
Daniel Gamez, last year’s team did not 
have many chances to have pre-season 

workouts. This year, however, the team 
started conditioning early on. In order 
to prepare for the upcoming season, 
the boys had practice all summer long, 
including conditioning in the weight 
room, running on the track and lots of 
wrestling.

However, the team has lost a few key 
athletes, such as sophomore Paul Kerby, 
who is out for the entire season with an 
arm injury, and sophomore Kyle Abe, 
who will not be wrestling this season 
due to his busy schedule with gymnas-
tics. Junior Gina Drapal also will not 

be wrestling because the long practices 
conflict with her homework load. 

The team also lost alumni Christian 
Murabito, who won the CCS wrestling 
tournament in the 182-weight class in 
February, and Vince Rositano to gradu-
ation last spring. 

 Though the team has lost these ath-
letes, they still hope to place well by im-
proving in their strength and fitness.

“I’m most looking forward to just 
going out there and competing against 
other teams,” Gamez said. “We are defi-
nitely ready for this season to come.” u

BY AmiNachiappan

Team looks to improve fitness with early conditioning
WRESTLING

After falling short of CCS last year by 
a narrow point margin, the girls on the 
varsity team hope to make a statement 
in the preseason matchups.

Led by coach Ben Maxwell, the team 
will be competing in the upper 
De Anza League, facing key 
opponents such as Palo Alto, 
Mountain View and rival Los 
Gatos. 

One star returning player, 
senior goalkeeper Isa Berardo, 
is in her final year playing for 
the team and is hoping to make 
CCS for the third time in her 
school soccer career.

“Regardless [if we make 
CCS or not], I just want to go out there 
and have fun playing the sport I love,” 
Berardo said. “I love playing with these 
girls and above all else, I really want us 
to have a fun year together.”

With senior star players Kimberly 
Chen and Lauren Plesse returning to 
the pitch, the girls look forward to a 
strong season.

For Plesse, who took a year off from 
school soccer her junior year to play 
club soccer, this winter season will help 
her maintain fitness and improve her 

technical and attacking skills. 
She committed to play soccer 
at the University of California, 
San Diego earlier this year.

“I love the social aspect of 
[school soccer] because you get 
to hang out with everyone on 
your team for five days a week 
and at least two hours a day,” 
Plesse said. 

But for seniors like Plesse 
and Berardo, their last school 

season will be a bittersweet one. 
“I’m going to miss having a lot of fun 

at practices and games [with the girls],” 
Berardo said. “Above all, I’m super ex-
cited to get back out on the field.” u

Seniors form strong core
GIRLS’ SOCCER BOYS’ SOCCER

WINTER SPORTS PREVIEWS

BY JennyQian
& MayaPrasad

Last season, the Falcons qualified for 
CCS after going 5-7 in the De Anza A 
League. The girls lost to Branham in a 
48-45 contest, eliminating them from 
CCS during the first round. 

This year, the Falcons are working to 
better in their league record. With the 
loss of key play-
ers such as class 
of 2015 alumni 
Mikayla Davis 
and Samie Dav-
ey, many players 
will be needed 
to fill in those 
spots, according 
to head coach 
Mike Davey.

“ A l t h o u g h 
we lost three of 
our starters last 
year, we have 
very strongly gifted individuals and 
a great team dynamic,” senior point 
guard Nicole Prowse said. “We need to 
focus on our health and become more 
physical in order to hang with the big-
ger teams in our league such as Palo 
Alto and Los Gatos.” 

Davey will continue to coach the 
team this season alongside with new 
assistant coach Aron Mitsunaga, an 
alumni from 2004. 

“We have a very tough preseason 
schedule, much tougher than we’ve 
had in the past seasons,” Davey said. 
“Sacred Heart Prep and Notre Dame 
are some very strong teams in pre-
season league. The A league isn’t quite 

as strong as it has 
been in the past, 
so there’s a lot of 
unknowns [at] 
this moment.”

 Key players 
on the team this 
year include se-
nior centers Ele-
ni Spirakis and 
Erin Norris and 
Prowse. 

“We’re a pretty 
good defensive 
team but we still 

need to find our main scorers for this 
year,” Davey said. “I think it’s going to 
be a challenge, but I know a lot of peo-
ple can step up for league.”  

The Falcons will play their first game 
away at Andrew Hill High School on 
Dec. 1. u

Falcons try to fill holes 
in preparation for season 

After a difficult season last year with 
a record of 5-9-4 in the El Camino Di-
vision, the boys’ soccer team is looking 
to make a name for itself as the winter 
season kicks off on Dec. 1 with a game 
against Los Gatos.

Despite the loss of many key play-
ers due to graduation, returning stars 
such as senior center-back Romteen 
Masoumi, senior defender Anant Ra-
jeev, senior forward Kanaai Shah, se-
nior midfielder Connor Buss and last 
year’s leading goalscorer, junior for-
ward Kevin Yu, hope to lead the team 
to a successful season.

Joining the varsity team will be ju-
nior goalkeeper Jimmy Derner, junior 
forward Naman Sajwan, sophomore 
defender Eric Baer and sophomore 
goalkeeper Neil Rao.

Last season, the team adjusted to the 
styles of their two new coaches, Chris 

Stott and Alex Booth.
“[It] was a bit frantic and disor-

ganized because [the coaches] didn’t 
know any of the players, but it should 
be better this year,” Yu said.

Stott and Booth are both experienced 
coaches from the competitive club De 
Anza Force. 

Instead of yelling at players for mis-
takes, they try to help every player im-
prove his technical abilities, Yu said. 

“I feel like with the returning varsity 
players and the addition of new ones 
will really boost this team,” Yu said. 
“Now that the coaches know every-
body, there won’t be a problem forming 
a team and doing well this season.”

The team is aiming to maintain their 
defense and improve teamwork on of-
fense.

“Last season, we had a solid defense, 
but we didn’t score as much as we 
would have liked to, which ended up 
hurting us in a couple of key games,” 
senior Kanaai Shah said. u

Coaches now in 2nd year
BY KarissaDong
& AmiNachiappan

We need to focus on our 
health and become more 
physical in order to hang 
with the bigger teams.

“

”
senior Nicole Prowse

BY NeilRao
& DeepthiSampathkumar

GRAPHIC BY ANGELA LEE

Berardo
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My family almost never resorts to us-
ing medicine. Nasty cold? Chicken and 
ginger soup. Cold sore? Ice it. I, too, am 
a proponent of this mentality. Unfortu-
nately, it doesn’t always work, especially 
for something such as hives.

The night before the rash manifested, 
I stayed up until about 2 a.m.. This fool-
ish action, combined with the cold I had 
acquired, was perhaps what eventually 
triggered the hives outbreak. 

I initially noticed the strange raised 
white bumps on my legs in first period 
AP Statistics on the Tuesday of Home-
coming week, but worry didn’t set 
in until after school, when the raised 
bumps spread to other areas and trans-
formed into rather disgustingly swollen 
clusters. Through use of Google search, 
I figured out that the bumps were hives, 
a symptom of allergic reactions decided 
not to take them seriously, however, be-
cause I knew I had almost no allergies.

My mother, too, suggested that I 
“sleep it off,” advice that I followed a 
faithfully as possible.

Over the course of four days, I went 
with my usual brute-rest strategy for ill-
nesses: plenty of sleep, enough jackets 
and a “necessary” break from produc-
tivity — since YouTube videos are so full 
of antioxidants and other therapeutic 
benefits. There was, however, almost 
no change. Each outbreak would recede 
into red patches, only to reincarnate as a 
new reaction.

On Homecoming Friday, I had strange 
chills and numbly swollen hands and 
feet. In the evening, my tongue unex-
pectedly swelled.

By Saturday, the hives had spread ev-
erywhere and were exasperatingly itchy. 
In fact, a little more should probably be 
said about hives and itching. Whenever 
a hive forms, it comes with a drawn-out 
period of itching that will occasionally 
fade. 

If you should be undisciplined 
enough as to give into the itching and 
scratch, welts and bumps will spring be-
fore your very eyes and viciously renew 
the cycle of formation-itching, as though 
they had been waiting all day to ruin 
yours. 

Up until Saturday night, I thought 
that if I resisted temptation and outlast-
ed the itch, the hives would eventually 
stop forming. But when it came time to 
sleep, in the silence and darkness the 
itchiness suddenly became impossible to 
ignore. I lay frozen under a blanket, try-

ing to will myself to lose consciousness. 
Even when half an hour passed, the itch-
ing never decreased; it only intensified 
and magnified to such a level that I was 
twitching with madness and frustration. 

I finally gave up when I realized that 
there were new bumps and welts form-
ing everywhere all at once, despite my 
being on “good behavior” by not scratch-
ing. I had gone to bed at 10:30 p.m. and 
was still painfully awake at 1 a.m.

I woke up my parents, frantically 
clawing my skin as my mom hurried 
around preparing to drive me to the hos-
pital. 

Even as I raked the welts, I couldn’t 
keep up with the constant itch that out-
raced whatever relief nails could pro-
vide. 

And then, hallelujah, medicine — 
pills — drugs!— antihistamine medica-
tion, steroids... and a prescription. The 
best part? The doctor couldn’t figure out 
the cause. Like I said, I’m not allergic to 
anything.

So in the end, the “wait it out and 
sleep” approach I had always relied on 
didn’t work. Come to think of it, I should 
have just listened to all the friends who 
start. 

Next time I come down with ques-
tionable symptoms, I’ll put my faith in 
the American medical system and re-
spect my own health. It would also help 
not to stay up at 2 a.m. in the future. u

As a mass of students walk the halls, 
many can be seen sporting brightly col-
ored, clearly visible blue and gold T-
shirts supporting the Golden State War-
riors. But one characteristic of many of 
these students that is not as visible is 
that many are new to following basket-
ball and first became interested in doing 
so last season, which ended with the 
Warriors winning the 2015 NBA cham-
pionship.

The school has even borrowed the 
Warriors’ slogan, “Strength in Num-
bers,” which is printed on a large banner 
that hangs at the top of the Quad steps. 

One of these new fans on campus, 
sophomore Andrew 
Zheng, said that 
though he had some 
basic knowledge of 
the sport previously, 

his interest in following the NBA really 
only developed in the past few months.

“I knew how to play and could shoot 
hoops,” Zheng said. “But I didn’t start 
learning all 
the logistics 
until recently. 
I also started 
f o l l o w i n g 
d i f f e r e n t 
teams and 
understood 
what every-
thing in the 
NBA meant.”

However, 
many long-
time War-
riors fans fear that some of these stu-
dents will only stay “fans” of the team as 
long as the team continues to win.

“All new fans are welcome,” said 
sophomore Gaurav Mohan, a Warriors 

fan since his youth. “But it’s the ones 
that leave once a team isn’t doing that 
well who annoy me.”

Zheng, however, believes that it was 
only natural 
for the War-
riors to gain 
such popular-
ity recently. 
With their 
success be-
ing the sub-
ject of many 
l u n c h t i m e 
conversations, 
the team was 
only recently 
brought to the 

attention of those who were not already 
basketball fans.

“It definitely intrigued me because 
it’s such a hot topic around campus,” 
Zheng said.

Mohan said he does not hold any-
thing against new fans such as Zheng 
and that new fans are not at fault as long 
as they did not suddenly shift their loy-
alty from another NBA team to the War-
riors after the Warriors won the 2015 
championship. 

According to Mohan, students who 
have just begun following basketball 
and support the Warriors should not be 
labeled as “bandwagoners” if they know 
the game of basketball well and are not 
constantly shifting their loyalties.

But evident in Facebook profile pic-
ture changes supporting the Warriors, 
a large banner hanging from the quad 
steps, and students dressed in the team’s 
apparel, the Warriors’ fan base has defi-
nitely grown on campus.

“It is great to support a local team be-
cause we have pride in where we live, 
and because it gives us pride in who we 
are,” Zheng said. u 

Sometimes drugs are the answer

Senior Corinne Bryan walks down the 
football field with her family at the field 
hockey senior day on Nov. 6.

Speakers talk about their “Pathways to 
Success” during the MAP Speaker series 
event on Nov. 10.

Sophomores Laasya Giri, Mya Pai and 
Katie Sabel audition for Comedy Sportz on 
Nov. 2. 

buzzworthy Warriors fans grow in numbers

snapshots

Seniors Neeki Tahmassebi and Austin 
Villanueva perform at a dress rehearsal of 
Pride and Prejudice on Nov. 12.

HOW I LEARNED THE HARD WAY I COULDN’T OUTLAST HIVES

FALCON // SWEEYA RAJ

FALCON // SWEEYA RAJ

FALCON // SWEEYA RAJ

kelly 
bean

Kelly Xiao

David Fan, Oksana Trifonova

REASONS TO GIVE THANKS

The Warriors: Thanks for the 
school slogan!

College apps: Ten “Why ____” 
essays later, and you’ve forgotten 
why you’re applying to college in 
the first place.

Starbucks removing “Merry Christ-
mas” from cups: Time to riot.

Sleep: In your dreams, you have 
all A’s.

Thanksgiving: Christmas is over-
rated anyway.

The fall play: Besides being enter-
taining, the extra credit that comes 
with it is oh so sweet.

Tests: They build character. Espe-
cially cumulative ones. 

Food: Pumpkin spice everything. 

Rain: That’s all you’re gonna get for 
Christmas.

“The Hunger Games: Mockingjay, 
Part 2”: Peeta or Gale: Katniss, the 
choice is not that hard.

topten

BY AmithGalivanche

FALCON // SWEEYA RAJ

“

”

It definitely intrigued 
me because it’s such 
a hot topic around 
campus.

sophomore Andrew Zheng


