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With Smarter Balanced tests over, Col-
lege Board Advanced Placement (AP) 
examinations will be taking place May 
4-13 in the Small Gym, dance studio, li-
brary and the library’s research center. 

This year, 591 SHS students are partic-
ipating in AP testing. A total of 1,482 tests 
will be administered with 21 unique ex-
ams. In 2014, 565 students took 1,285 AP 
tests. This year, 154 students are taking 
the AP Statistics test, the largest number 
of students taking one test. 

In contrast, AP Studio Art and AP 
Spanish Literature each are being taken 
by only two students.

With the change to split physics ex-
ams, the school is also administering 
four additional tests this year: Physics 1 
and 2, Studio Art and US Government. 
The AP World History test will not be  
administered this year because only one 
student took the examination in 2014.

While some students take one or two 
AP tests, others are taking more than 
five. One such student is senior Randy 

COUNSELORS SUGGEST COPING 
METHODS FOR DEPRESSION

EXAMS

 TESTING on pg. 4

 XIE on pg. 17

Roughly 100 out of the 
China’s 1.4 billion population 
train with China’s national 
swim team. 

Junior Jack Xie, a recent 
transfer, was one of these elite 
swimmers at the age of 13. 

Typical workouts had him 
in the pool for two hours at 
a time and swimming 6,000 
meters alongside Olympians 
like Zhang Lin. 

Today, after immigrating 
to the U.S., he is swimming 

on the Falcon team as well as 
for the PEAK club team. 

In China, he won dozens 
of medals from compe-
titions such as the Asia 
Junior Athletics Cham-
pionships, a meet that 
includes the top swim-
mers from all over Asia. 
He moved to Saratoga 
in February in pursuit of 
a higher education and 
the opportunity to swim 
against tougher competi-
tion. 

Standing at 6’2’’ and 
weighing 176 pounds, Xie 

is the same height but 18 
pounds lighter than his role 
model, American Olympic 

swimmer Ryan 
Lochte. Built 
with long legs, 
Xie has a lengthy 
body, allowing 
him to efficiently 
slice through the 
water. He effort-
lessly crosses the 
25 yards of the 
pool in just seven 
strokes. 

Although Xie’s build al-
lows him to swim more eas-

ily, he still needs to dedicate 
long, grueling hours of prac-
tice in hopes of reaching his 
goal.  

“My short-term goal is to 
do my best and win CCS,” 
Xie said. “In order to do that, 
maybe I need to cut some 
basketball time off.”

In March, Xie hurt his 
knees, while playing basket-
ball with his friends. Suffer-
ing from a slight injury, Xie 
reduced his training regimen 
to   only   dryland   workouts

SWIMMING

The members of the History Bowl 
team made history themselves last 
weekend, winning all three major events 
in an unprecedented sweep of the Na-
tional History Bee and Bowl National 
Championships in Arlington, Va. 

The varsity A team, consisting of se-
nior co-captains Bruce Lou and Ethan 
Ngai, senior Nitya Sampath and junior 
Nathan Ney, won first place after a 

nail-biting rematch against last year’s 
champion, the Liberal Arts and Scienc-
es Academy (LASA) of Austin, Texas. 
Roughly 250 teams competed. The Fal-
cons lost to LASA 380-240 last year in the 
final round, placing second overall. 

“I don’t think the team fully expected 
to win,” Sampath said. “But this year, I 
think we realized that we wanted to win 
a lot more than we thought.” 

This year, the team maintained a siz-
able lead throughout the final round, 

until the two teams were tied going into 
the last question 290-290. 

“Getting stuck in a tie was exactly 
what I feared, but in the end, I knew I 
couldn’t stand to lose by such a close 
margin,” Lou said. 

The last question went on for four 
lines before Lou buzzed in with a correct 
answer of Jugurtha of Numidia, making 
the score 300-290 in favor of Saratoga.

In addition to the National History 
Bowl tournament, some of the team 

members participated in the U.S. His-
tory Bee and the History Bee, which was 
also held at the same location.

Lou, the defending champion of the 
U.S. History Bee, again captured first 
place, defeating Sam Blizzard of North-
mont, Ohio 10-5 in the final.

Lou also participated in the History 
Bee, which is an individual, History 
Bowl-style competition sponsored by 
the same organization. Lou took first in 
this competition as well. u

History Bowl varsity team sweeps Nationals 
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Chinese transfer brings team rare talent
BY StefanieTing
& RachelZhang

No Easy Answer

According to the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention (CDC), suicide accounts 
for one in five deaths annually among 15- to 
24-year-olds. Because of recent events, high-
achieving, high-pressure schools in the Bay 
Area have seen a renewed focus on the sub-
ject.

As reports of teens who have attempted 
or committed suicide have increased in the 
area, many parents and students have begun 
to blame academic pressure for teens’ sui-
cidal thoughts. Others, including counselors 
and students, counter that suicide involves 
far more complicated variables.

“When we deal with people who are sui-
cidal or have suicidal thoughts, there are a 
whole lot of factors,” Counseling and Sup-
port Services for Youth (CASSY) counselor 
Jessica Wang said. “It is never just academic 
stress.”

CASSY is a counseling service for stu-
dents that was brought to campus at the be-
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Xie MAP student pursues film
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in the media industry. pg. 12
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Digital electronics, a new elective 
course that will be the third class added 
to the Project Lead the Way program, 
is tailored to sophomores, juniors and 
seniors, and will teach students about 
technology and give them hands-on 
experience in engineering. 

Physics teacher Kirk Davis and math 
teacher Audrey Warmuth are tentatively 
planning on teaching this class together. 
The course will give students a better 
idea of whether 
they should 
continue pursuing 
engineering in 
college. 

“This is a 
really useful class 
because kids can 
learn to build 
circuits, make 
things around 
them work and see 
how technology 
is fundamentally 
designed,” Davis 
said.  

According to Davis, one of the topics 
covered is the process of soldering, a 
technique that connects two metal joints, 
one with a high melting point and the 
other with a low melting point, and 
conducts electricity with them. 

The course will include many 
projects, such as building robots and 
controlling them with Microcontrollers, 
designing and testing a machine with 
colored LEDs and building circuits that 
will be able to display the student’s birth 
date. 

The Project Lead the Way program 
is a project that includes electives 
involved with engineering. The first two 
electives in the series are Principles of 
Engineering and Introduction to Design, 
classes taught by Warmuth and science 
and math teacher Matt Welander. 

According to Davis, the previous two 
electives are not necessarily sequential, 
but prior programming background is 
helpful. Since Digital Electronics will 
only be offered to upperclassmen and 
sophomores, Davis encourages freshmen 
to take Introductory to Design, a class 

allows students 
to use computers 
to make 3-D 
designs and 
learn how to 
take something 
flat on a page 
and visualize it 
as 3-D. 

D a v i s 
enjoys digital 
electronics due 
to his fascination 
with digital 
technology and 

analog, topics that involve logic and 
trigonometric sine curves. He also enjoys 
figuring out how to make complicated 
things, such as circuits, work. 

In college, Davis took chemical 
engineering due to his interest in 
electricity. In his computer science 
classes, he recalls “doing stuff on stone 
tablets back in the day.” 

He didn’t have computers to run 
everything so he used punch cards to 
key in instructions. 

Because technology has changed 
since Davis attended college, he feels 

that the program trained him and 
provided knowledge to help him teach 
the course.

Davis is looking forward to giving 
students exposure to material that will 
be easier to comprehend due to its 
interactive learning style.

“I’m going to learn a lot, so for me, 
that’s really exciting,” he said. “I like 
teaching kids how to do something 
practical.” 

Junior Avi Arjavalingam plans 
on taking this course because of his 
interest in engineering. He wants to 
“learn comprehensively about electrical 
engineering” through the course in 
comparison to trying it out on his own 
time. 

“I’m looking forward to being 

able to essentially make my own 
simple computing device because 
it is fascinating how you can create 
something so complex out of such small 
parts,” he said. 

In preparation for the upcoming 
class, Davis and Warmuth attended a 
two week training program last summer.

“[The administration] is pretty 
careful about making sure we have some 
background in electrical engineering,” 
Davis said. “They want to get everybody 
up to speed.” 

Davis is genuinely excited to teach this 
course due to his interest in electricity.

“Electricity is kind of black magic 
when you think about it,” he said. “It’s 
really whacked out, but it’s what makes 
the world go around.” u

BY EmilyChen
& AmiNachiappan

Digital electronics program to be offered
ENGINEERING

MUSICAL

Creative rendition of 
‘Edwin Drood’ shines

During last Friday’s opening night of 
the long-awaited spring musical, “The 
Mystery of Edwin Drood,” students, 
parents and teachers alike filed into the 
McAfee Center to watch the production, 
many knowing that the ending would 
consist of something quite different 
from the norm: they would get to vote 
on the ending of the show.  

This unconventional murder-mys-
tery, which allows the audience mem-
bers to chose who they believe the 
murderer to be, attracted and interested 
many people.

“Being able to vote [on the ending of 
the play] was really interesting,” junior 
Nina Harris said. “The audience was re-
ally able to get involved in a new way.” 

Director and drama teacher Sarah 
Thermond said that the addition of au-
dience participation was what made 
the show so unique and interesting to 
watch. 

“The main difference with this show 

[compared to other shows] is that the 
audience doesn’t passively observe the 
production, but instead interacts with 
cast members and determines [how the 
cast members] perform,” Thermond 
said.

Because of this, the cast faced new 
challenges when preparing for the show, 
such as refining their improvisation 
skills. 

The show faced other challenges as 
well. According to the stage manager, 
senior Melissa Rogan, although the mel-
odies and harmonies were “hauntingly 
beautiful,” they were also rather diffi-
cult to grasp. 

“The cast did a wonderful job of 
working through it,” Rogan said. “They 
never failed to amaze me with how they 
could overcome such difficult songs, 
and that is one of the reasons why the 
play turned out so well.” 

The show performed this past week-
end April 24-25 at 7:30 p.m. and April 26 
at 2 p.m. It also performs tonight at 7:30 
and tomorrow at 7:30 p.m. u

Physics teacher Kirk Davis, who may teach the new class, explains Newton’s Third Law 
and how forces come in pairs using his visual aid of pears to junior Darby Williams.
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It is fascinating how you 
can create something so 
complex out of such small 
parts.

“

”
junior Avi Arjavalingam

BY MelissaMagner
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The decision to implement a rolling block schedule is 
now being reconsidered by a district committee. The new 
committee will work with principal Paul Robinson and 
the school’s Leadership team to come up with the most 
student-friendly 2016-17 bell schedule, starting in May of 
this year. 

The committee will most likely comprise 20 to 30 stu-
dents, parents and staff members from both Los Gatos and 
Saratoga High and a hired outside facilitator. 

Robinson said that the committee’s first meeting in May 
will set the dates for its future meetings, which will offi-
cially commence in August. By the end of first semester 
next year, the administration should know exactly what 
the bell schedule will be for the 2016-17 school year. 

Robinson also noted that the school will most likely fol-
low the committee’s recommendation, even if it proposes 
different schedules for Los Gatos and Saratoga.

 “The committee is very open,” Robinson said. “It still 
honors what our Leadership team wants; that is to make 
sure our [new] schedule really meets the students’ needs.”

— Caitlin Ju

Rolling block schedule up for discussion

AP Spanish 6 to be discontinued next year
AP Spanish 6 will no longer be offered starting next 

year. According to World Language Department Chair 
and Spanish teacher Arnaldo Rodriguex, three students 
are currently enrolled in the class, and only two signed up 
for next year. The class has been taught by Rodriguex in 
the same sixth period as AP Spanish 5.

“[The course] has been [taught] as an independent stud-
ies class supervised by me, and I am stepping down from 
that responsibility,” said Rodriguex, who also administers 
the Spanish 4H and AP Spanish 5 classes.

Only students who are a year ahead in the course lad-
der for the language reach the Spanish 6 class; most stu-
dents finish at Spanish 5 or 4. These few students who are 
a year ahead will not have a Spanish language class to take 
during their senior year.

Sophomore Nidhi Jain, enrolled in Spanish 4H this year, 
won’t be able to take a Spanish course in her senior year, as 
West Valley offers no class. 

“It might be a lot more time consuming and it’s an in-
convenience that it’s not here at SHS,” Jain said. “For me 
personally, it’s really unfortunate.”

— Karissa Dong and Tiffany Zheng

picturethis

SPRING MUSICAL       Seniors Natalie Miller and Dan Kawadri sing at a rehearsal for their last high 
school musical, “The Mystery of Edwin Drood,” playing the roles of Rosa and Jasper Bud, respectively.
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Junior Prom: a class success

Three hundred guests 
dressed to the nines and at-
tended Junior Prom at Silver 
Creek Country Club on the 
night of April 18. Following 
the theme of F. Scott Fitzger-
ald’s “The Great Gatsby,” 
guests sipped on mocktails 
and danced the night 
away. 

As buses pulled out 
of the Saratoga High 
parking lot at 5:30 p.m., 
students attending the 
dance buzzed with ex-
citement. The commute 
to the venue was approx-
imately 30 minutes, but 
students enjoyed the ride 
and chatted with their 
friends. 

Upon arriving, they 
were escorted into an 
extravagant lobby with pil-
lars, paintings and ornaments, 
which led to a circular ball-
room decorated like the inte-
rior of Gatsby’s mansion. 

“The venue was absolutely 
beautiful,” said junior Josh 
Dey. “The view from the bal-
cony was breathtaking and the 
lounge and seating area was 
terrific.” 

Junior class officers agreed 
that the decision to hold it at 
the country club was a great 
one.

“We were blown away 
when we visited the venue, 
but we were especially wor-

ried about the space inside be-
cause remodeling was taking 
place during our visit,” said 
junior vice president Spencer 
Yen. “However, people loved 
the lounge, bar and dancing.”

Each round table, seating 
10-14 guests, boasted ostenta-
tious centerpieces hand-con-
structed by parent decorator 
Laura Tillett.  

“It was nice having the stu-
dents tell me what they wanted 
for decorations,” Tillett said. 
“Senior Prom is going to be the 
best ever because we will start 
the process much earlier.”

Dinner was served to each 
student at his or her table. 
Guests received steaming 
plates of either vegetarian rav-
ioli or chicken and rice. 

“The meals were both nu-
tritious and delicious,” said 
junior Supriya Singh. “There 
was definitely sufficient food 
in both the vegetarian and 
non-vegetarian dishes.”

As the night progressed, 

more and more students made 
their way to the dance floor 
in the middle of the ballroom. 
One of the guests’ favorite 
slow song was Lana Del Rey’s 
“Young and Beautiful,” which 
was featured in “The Great 
Gatsby” film. 

Other songs such as Mark 
Ronson and Bruno Mars’ 
“Uptown Funk” prompted 

students to form dance 
circles and show off their 
slick moves. Students 
even crowd surfed on 
chairs.

The DJ blasted the bass 
nonstop and at one point, 
the vibrations caused 
part of a light to fall out 
of the ceiling. Luckily, 
students directly beneath 
were unharmed. 

Many attendees, how-
ever, felt the DJ was not 
as good as they would 

have hoped. 
“Some of the DJ’s music 

selection was sometimes hard 
for students to dance to,” said 
junior Daniel Eem. “However, 
I think he did his best job to 
make the night successful.”

Regardless, the night ended 
on the sweet notes of the en-
chanting slow song, “You and 
Me,” by Lifehouse. 

Students sighed at the 
thought of leaving “Gatsby’s 
mansion,” and slowly gath-
ered their things, stealing one 
last glance at the beautiful set-
ting that made their night un-
forgettable. u

BY AllisonLin
& AnantRajeev

Students anticipate Senior Ball
DANCES

Senior Ball will take place 
this year at Levi’s Stadium on 
May 23. The theme is “Night 
Under the Lights.” 

Bids started at $140 with 
ASB and $150 without during 
the week of April 20 and will 
continue rising in price until 
May 15. Throughout the year, 
the senior class held fundrais-
ers such as Mr. Saratoga, MOD 
Pizza and Dippin’ Dots in or-
der to reduce bid prices.

According to senior class 
vice president Madison Gress, 

class officers chose Levi’s as 
the venue because it was “the 
most exciting and the most 
unique” place for a reasonable 
price. 

Earlier in the year, the ven-
ue was leaked, but class lead-
ership tried to dispel rumors 
before the official reveal.

Gress said that the level in 
the stadium where prom will 
be held has “a really nice” win-
dow view of the field, a balco-
ny that students can walk onto 
and the option to go outside. 

“It’s really wide open, 
so there’s going to be a lot 
of movement,” Gress said. 

“You’re going to be walking 
to get your different food and 
then from one side to the other 
and dancing, so it’s really open 
and spacious.”

Gress hopes that Senior Ball 
will prove an unforgettable 
memory for everyone.

“I’m just looking forward 
to a last night for everyone to 
come together as a class and 
have a lot of fun together,” 
Gress said, “because I feel like 
it’s the end of our four years 
together, so it’s going to be a 
really fun night where every-
one can just relax for the last 
time before graduation.” u

BY RachelHull
& MichelleLeung

The venue was 
absolutely beautiful. The 
view from the balcony 
was breathtaking.

“

”
junior Josh Dey

— Rotem Shaked
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corrections
On Apr. 3, 2015, The Falcon published an article entitled 

“Race against the clock: Teachers talk grading.” We would 
like to clarify the graphic that accompanies the story, which 
states that the average class has roughly 25 students; the it 
should have said that a typical teacher has 30-35 students per 
class. In addition, the article may have indicated to some that 
teachers have students grade their own essays, which is not 
true. In reality, all major writing assignments are graded by 
teachers.
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The signature red bandanas tied 
around their heads, their red lipstick 
and denim jackets stood out in the midst 
of students’ everyday attire. On March 
23, these individuals wanted to do more 
than just arrive at school in matching 
outfits.

Members of Social Justice Club 
dressed up on Career Day as Rosie the 
Riveter, a World War II-born American 
image who en-
couraged wom-
en to help the 
war effort by 
working in facto-
ries, in an effort 
to raise aware-
ness of the wage 
gap in the U.S. 
today. 

The Social 
Justice Club, 
founded by ju-
nior Caroline Ol-
iver near the beginning of this semester, 
meets Tuesdays with adviser Amy Keys 
in room 006. 

The 10-member club provides a place 
where students can discuss and learn 
about current social issues.

“I wanted to have a space for stu-
dents with all types of backgrounds and 
opinions to talk out how they felt about 
current issues that we face as young 
adults,” Oliver said. “There are mem-
bers in the club who don’t have the same 
opinions on certain topics, but we are 
able to come together and talk openly 
and respectfully about very polarizing 
issues.”

Members choose a central topic to ex-
plore over the course of several weeks, 
and during each meeting, they discuss 
subtopics of the overarching theme. For 
example, students have recently focused 
on modern feminism; during one meet-
ing they discussed wage inequality in 
America, and in another they debated 
ways to combat the misconceptions 
about feminism at the school.

Other themes have included issues 
in the media, such as the biases and 
perspectives of different media outlets.  

Oliver plans to end 
the year by cover-
ing transgender 
rights. Oliver first 
decided to form 
the club because 
she is highly in-
volved in political 
activism. Oliver is 
a member of the 
American Civil 
Liberties Union 
(ACLU), an orga-
nization that advo-

cates for equal civil liberties and rights, 
and has participated in political rallies.

“I know that I’m very personally in-
terested in it,” Oliver said, “so I just kind 
of assumed that other people would be.”

She guessed correctly. Club member 
junior Maya Sripadam joined in order 
to debate and share her own ideas with 
others.

“It’s really cool how I can sit down 
with a bunch of my peers and discuss 
hot-button topics in our society,” Sripad-
am said. “Beats just thinking about them 
in my mind.”

Starting this club was more fun than 
Oliver had anticipated, although there 

were and are still occasional difficulties 
in facilitating the discussion at meetings.

“Everyone is really opinionated, 
so trying to get people to focus on one 
thing can be kind of hard, but that’s 
[both] a pro and a con,” she said. “I’m so 
happy that everyone has opinions, and I 
find that there’s very rarely a time when 
there’s an awkward silence.” 

In the club, members work on projects 
centered on an idea of their choosing; for 
instance, the Rosie the Riveter dress-up 
and the upcoming wage inequality bake 
sale focus on the topic of feminism. Oli-
ver plans to sell baked goods to girls for 
78 cents while boys must pay one dollar 
“just to hone in that symbolic message 
that this is what we’re facing right now.”

Later when LGBTQ rights are dis-
cussed by the club, Oliver hopes for the 
club to attend a San Francisco Pride Pa-
rade, which celebrates LGBTQ culture. 

She also plans to set up a showing of 
the movie “Milk,” a movie that traces the 
gay activism of California’s first openly 
gay elected official Harvey Milk, in the 
Thermond Theater. 

By gathering a group of thoughtful 
individuals, the Social Justice Club cre-
ates a place for students to ultimately 
appreciate and discuss modern issues.

“I hope to have club members discuss 
these issues with people who they don’t 
necessarily agree with in a way that [will 
benefit them], so that they’ll see different 
perspectives,” Oliver said. u

Seniors Michael Ong and Sudeep 
Raj won second place at the prestigious 
California State Speech and Debate 
tournament for parliamentary debate 
on April 20-21 at Vista Murrieta High 
School. 

As the 2014-15 
speech and debate sea-
son — as well as their 
high school debate ca-
reers — comes to an 
end, the two are proud 
of the hard work that 
they have put in.

Raj and Ong quali-
fied for the state tour-
nament this year for 
the first time, and were 
therefore surprised at 
how well they did, even though their 
record of 5-0 at the qualifying tourna-
ment boded well for them.

“I thought we would leave LA in the 
afternoon and be back in Saratoga by 
the evening,” said Ong. “But we con-
tinued to advance and eventually made 
finals.”

They lost their final round in a close 
3-2 decision from a panel of five judg-
es. A simple clarification of the word 
“extra” in one of their speeches would 
have won them the round. 

“Getting second place was definitely 
amazing,” Raj said, “but at the same 
time it was bittersweet since we found 
out we had lost.”

Ong and Raj competed against the 
best of the state’s debaters. There were 

only 48 teams in the entire state that 
qualified, and the elimination processes 
was tough, according to Raj.

“States wasn’t like most tourna-
ments because it [was] more intense,” 
Raj said. “If you lose two rounds, you’re 
eliminated immediately.”

Throughout the last four years of 
speech and debate, Ong and Raj have 

developed their skills 
and managed to create a 
strong partnership after 
being paired last year. 

Parliamentary de-
bate, which allows 
for only 20 minutes of 
preparation time be-
fore a round begins, has 
helped them improve 
their argumentation 
skills.

Given any assertion, 
Raj can “explain why you have never 
been more wrong and why you have 
never been more right.” Then, Ong 
can explain why that argument is more 
logical and accurate than any opposing 
statement.

“That is how we win, and how we 
plan on winning in the future,” said Raj.

Although this was the last debate 
tournament for Raj and Ong as a team, 
Raj is continuing his preparation in or-
der to participate in the National debate 
tournament for World Schools Style de-
bate, which is similar to parliamentary 
debate, in Dallas. 

After four years of participating in 
the speech and debate, both Raj and 
Ong plan on continuing the activity in 
college. u

Social Justice sparks thoughtful discussions
CLUBS

BY EmilyChen
& KatherineSun

BY MayaPrasad
& AmulyaVadlakonda

Two seniors win second 
place at state tournament

SPEECH AND DEBATE 

Left: Founder of Social Justice Club junior Caroline Oliver dresses as Rosie the Riveter. 
Right: Teacher Amy Keys poses with junior Christine Raj in her classroom on Career Day.

Courtesy of AMY KEYS

I wanted to have a space 
for students to talk out 
how they felt about 
current issues.

“

”
junior Caroline Oliver

Raj Ong
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Robotics competes at World Championship

STRESS
continued from pg. 1

ginning of the 2013-2014 school year. 
Since then, it has assisted dozens of stu-
dents on campus who have asked for 
mental health services and support.

What the CASSY counselors have 
found is that stress is a part of many 
students’ lives, whether it stems from 
dealing with relationships or question-
ing identities. Wang said it is important 
for all people, especially depressed indi-
viduals, not to reflect too much on the 
past or to worry about what lies ahead 
— what matters more is living in the 
present and dealing only with what they 
can handle at one time. 

“Sometimes, we look at depression, 
and some people think that it comes 
from being caught up in the past,” Wang 
said. “There can be many regrets from 
the past, and I think that we [also view] 
the future with a great deal of anxiety, 
but the present is the only place where 
we have any power or control to change 
anything.”

Learning to cope with stress
According to Wang, staying resilient 

and using coping mechanisms to deal 
with stress such as speaking to coun-
selors or joining support groups, are 
often more effective and realistic than 
attempting to reduce academic stress in 
a demanding environment like Saratoga 
High.

CASSY counselor Erica Smith said 
one way for students to reduce stress is 
to have “unscheduled time” each day. 
Within this, students can “find things 
that have no purpose, [do] things that 
[they] just love and enjoy and pass time.”

“[The ways to spend this time are] 
different for everybody,” Smith said. “It 
doesn’t have to be for college or for a 
class — it’s for you.”

Some activities that students can 
benefit from in their unscheduled time 
include meditating, exercising, taking 
baths, listening to music and watching 

movies. According to USA Today, sur-
veys have shown that most students go 
online, exercise or play video games to 
manage stress.

Apart from this type of “self-care,” 
Smith said, having connections with 
people outside of social media and tech-
nology is just as important.

“People can be lonely, and it is really 
easy for people to be mean behind a so-
cial media filter,” Smith said. “Connect-
ing through social media is a lot differ-
ent from having a real connection with 
somebody.”

In fact, social media can be part of the 
problem, she said. Stripping away the 
body language from a conversation can 
hurt truthful com-
munication, thereby 
isolating individu-
als who need help. 
And while less in-
timidating, online 
communication can 
be less emotionally 
intimate than reach-
ing out to others di-
rectly.

A disorder in the 
shadows

Suicidal thoughts 
can also stem from 
depression, a mental 
disorder that negatively affects the way 
people feel, think and act. According to 
a study in 2012 by the National Institute 
of Mental Health (NIMH), 9.1 percent of 
teens aged 12 to 17 suffered from depres-
sion.

Smith said it is important to realize 
that depression is not the same as feeling 
sad. She finds that people often use the 
word “depressed” when they are feeling 
sad in order to be taken more seriously, 
forgetting that depression is a disorder, 
not a temporary feeling or state.

The emotional pain that people with 
depression experience is felt in the brain 
the same way physical pain is felt, to the 
point that they may experience heart at-
tacks. In order to cope with this type of 
suffering, people should reach out for 

help, the same way they might if they 
were in physical pain, Wang said.

Adolescents these days face the ad-
ditional difficulty of figuring out what 
to do with their lives during their high 
school years, whereas in reality, they 
should be “unformed and uncertain.” 
Students should not be “fast-forwarding 
the process” of choosing their future 
paths.

“‘You’re good at math, you [be] an en-
gineer; you’re good at whatever, you be 
this,’” Smith said. “That’s not true. We 
all have skills and strengths, but that’s 
not who we are.”

Wang speaks from past experi-
ence from having worked as a mental 

health thera-
pist at Gunn 
High School, 
which, along 
with Palo Alto 
High School, 
has had sev-
eral students 
commit sui-
cide in recent 
years. She has 
seen students 
who feel so 
lost that they 
are unable to 
identify fac-
tors of their 

own depression.
“Trying to fit into something that 

doesn’t fit for you can make you sad,” 
Wang said. “And there are just people 
that are so depressed they can’t see the 
reason why or can’t tell us the reason 
why. And those can be scary cases.”

Senior Sonal Pai agrees that there are 
many factors in suicide besides academ-
ic pressure.

“It’s the easy scapegoat for our stress 
initiator because it’s the one thing [many 
students] are focused on right now — 
not only through our own self-pressure, 
but through peer pressure and parental 
pressure as well,” Pai said.

Smith said that parents are especially 
likely to subscribe to the belief that the 
suicides result from academic stress.

“It’s something to hold on to,” Smith 
said. “People are really grasping tightly, 
I’ve noticed. We’ve had some parents 
who really want us to address [academic 
stress], and we keep telling them it’s not 
that simple.”

One complication is that the at-risk in-
dividuals CASSY counselors see always 
have different situations. Consequently, 
counselors cannot predict the direct 
causes of individual students’ problems.

Because these situations are so varied, 
labeling someone’s experiences is often 
inaccurate and detrimental.

“Whenever you have any kind of 
misconceptions or put any predisposi-
tion you have onto somebody else, that’s 
harmful,” Smith said. “They may feel 
hurt, not understood or unseen.” 

Like anyone else, CASSY counselors 
say they must take care to not label stu-
dents’ experiences.

“Most of our work is just [asking 
questions like], ‘How is that for you? 
What is your experience?,’ because ev-
erybody’s different,” Smith said. “But I 
think [that] any time we say, ‘Your ex-
perience is this because of this [cause],’ 
that’s very harmful.”

Path to recovery
Smith and Wang recommend that stu-

dents who are feeling depressed first see 
their pediatrician or physician.

“You can start a conversation with 
your doctor about your disorder, and 
then usually get treatment,” Smith said. 
“The treatments are different for every-
body, so it could be therapy and medica-
tion, or both.”

There are several ways that can help 
students to overcome suicidal thoughts. 
For example, setting simple and attain-
able goals for themselves to accomplish 
in the future can give them incentives to 
“keep going and pulling through.” 

But most importantly, students need 
to talk to someone, such as trusted adults 
or parents, and ask for help. 

“[At-risk students] often just need 
some help and support,” Wang said. 
“It’s not only all right to ask for help, but 
it’s a sign of strength and courage.” u

“We’ve had some 
parents who really want 
us to address [academic 
stress], and we keep telling 
them it’s not that simple.”

counselor Erica Smith

Tsai. Tsai is taking six AP classes this 
year: Government, AP Spanish Lan-
guage, AP Environmental Science, AP 
Physics and AP English Language and 
Composition. He says he is taking the 
seven accompanying AP tests because 
not doing so would be a “waste of the 
effort [he] put in this year.” (He is taking 

seven tests this year because of the two 
AP Physics tests.)

“I’ve been studying them over the 
past few months. I dedicate a day of the 
week to each subject,” Tsai said. “That 
keeps me on top of things so I don’t have 
to cram in the weekend before.”

In addition to upcoming AP tests, ju-
niors took the Smarter Balanced Test last 
week. The test included  an English Lan-
guage arts section and a Mathematics 
section. Last year’s juniors took a trial 
test, while this year’s juniors took the 

actual full-length test.
According to the California Depart-

ment of Education, the test “utilizes 
computer-adaptive tests and perfor-
mance tasks that allow students to show 
what they know and are able to do.” 
Juniors took both portions of the test on 
HP Chromebooks or Dell desktops.

 Unlike the previous STAR test, stu-
dents had to write an essay on top of 
answering multiple choice questions for 
passages or audio presentations. 

These parts of the test align with the 

new Common Core standards that have 
been implemented in schools nation-
wide. 

Junior Josh Dey said he did not find 
the new-style test draining, unlike most 
standardized tests he has taken this year. 
Nevertheless, Dey disliked the Common 
Core ideas embedded into the test. 

“I didn’t like the fact that for math we 
had to explain our answers in words — 
it’s not something I’m used to doing and 
was probably the most challenging part 
of it,” Dey said. u

Members of the SHS robot-
ics team, the M-SET Fish, were 
awestruck at the sheer number 
of people seated in the Edward 
Jones Dome in St. Louis, Mo., on 
April 22-24. They weren’t there 
to see a sports game; rather, 
they had arrived at the world 
championships of the FIRST 
(For Inspiration and Recogni-
tion of Science and Technology) 
Robotics Competition (FRC). 

Like every other team there, 
they had spent the past six 
weeks constructing a robot that 
would stack plastic packing 
totes to play this year’s game. 

“It was an amazing experi-
ence getting this far in the com-
petition and learning how we 
can improve from some of the 
best teams in the world,” junior 
team president Naveed Riaziat 
said. 

According to sophomore of-
ficer Nicole Lin, the team was 
overjoyed to qualify for the 
world competition this year. 
The last time the team qualified 
was 2010. 

The championship had eight 
divisions with 75 teams in each 
division. 

Inside each division, the top 
eight teams, after qualification 
matches, create an alliance of 
four robots, and these alliances 
play against each other until a 
winner is determined.  T h e 
winning alliance of each divi-
sion then face off against each 
other until a world champion is 
determined. 

After playing through their 
qualification matches, the M-
SET Fish was chosen to be part 
of second seed alliance (the al-
liance partners for the second 
place team) in the Curie divi-
sion, named after the famous 

scientist Marie Curie. 
“It was a great feeling to actu-
ally get picked,” junior hard-
ware lead Navid Mokhlesi said. 
“It was a great alliance and we 
are proud [to] have been a part 
of it. 

In St. Louis, the team played 
10 qualification matches in 
their division before moving 
onto quarterfinals. 

In quarterfinals the four alli-
ances with the highest average 
score over two games move on 
to semifinals. The team was not 
able to get a high enough av-
erage score to move on to the 
semi-finals.

The world champions who 
won the entire event was com-
prised of three California teams 
and one Texas team.

The alliance was made of 
team 1678, Citrus Circuits from 
Davis; team 118, Robonauts 
from Houston; team 1671, Bu-

chanan Bird Brains from Made-
ra; and team 5012; Gryffingear 
from Palmdale. 

Lin said the competition also 
let students interact with repre-

sentatives from major compa-
nies and schools like MIT. 

“This has been one of the 
best experiences for everyone 
on the team,” Lin said. u

FALCON // ADITYA CHAUDHRY

The M-SET Fish pose with their display at the FRC world championships.

BY AdityaChaudhry
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Teachers announced during the 
second Speak Up for Change assem-
bly in January that, in accordance 
with a student’s wish, they would not 
give homework the weekend before 
Spring Fling week (March 28-29). 

Although the announcement was 
met with cheers from students, the 
initial excitement eventually turned 
to frustration, as come Spring Fling 
week, some teachers circumvented 
the declaration of a no-homework 
weekend by doubling the homework 
load after the weekend or changing 
homework deadlines to Tuesday. As 
a result, the no-homework weekend 
wasn’t much of a reward despite its 
good intentions.  

No-homework weekends are still 
a good idea, as their main purpose is 
to alleviate stress, but teachers should 
adjust their schedules so that students 
have time during class to finish the 
homework initially planned for that 
weekend. Students can then have a 
more relaxing time without worrying 
about upcoming tests and can spend 
time with family and friends.

Without the careful planning of 
no-homework weekends, teachers 

may fall behind on material and con-
sequently reduce review time for the 
test or skip less important lessons to 
make up for the lost time. This could 
negatively impact students by rush-
ing study time and glossing over im-
portant material. 

The timing of no-homework week-
ends should also be carefully con-

sidered; the most recent one came at 
an especially bad time, as teachers 
scrambled to give out the last few 
tests before Spring Break. Many teach-
ers told students before the weekend 
that they did not have to study, but 
students with multiple tests the next 
week were bound to do poorly if they 
did not do so.

Yet, even with adequate planning,  
no-homework weekends should not 
become routine, or even frequent. 
Weekend homework allows teachers 
to spend more time teaching new ma-
terial in class and less time reviewing. 

The few no-homework weekends 
that are granted to students should 
be planned well in advance and ob-
served by all teachers. Only then will 
these weekends become a truly stress-
free time for students. u
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No-HW weekend needs planning

UC schools should 
prioritize Californians

 

In 1994, 96 percent of 
University of California 
(UC) attendees were Cali-
fornia residents. In 2012, 
only 86 percent of UC stu-
dents were from the state. 

The reason? Out-of-state 
students bring in more 
money. While it’s only 
natural for out-of-state stu-
dents to want to attend the 
UC system — which is the 
best public school system 
in the country — many 
hardworking and deserv-
ing in-state candidates are 
being passed over for out-
of-state cash cows.

The difference in tuition 
is marked between in-state 
and out-of-state students: 
$13,844 for in-state stu-
dents, $25,064 for out-of-
state students.

This money-driven ad-
mission comes at a cost. 
The UC system accepts a 
certain number of out-of-
state applicants per year as 
part of a quota. In order to 
maintain that quota — and 
cash flow — the UC system 
admits many out-of-state 
students whose profiles are 
weaker than those of many 
California applicants. 
UCLA’s admitted freshman 
data for fall 2014 shows this 
very clearly: While only 
17 percent of Californian 
applicants were admitted, 
a whopping 28 percent 
of out-of-state applicants 
were admitted.

And even when they’re 
admitted, out-of-state ap-
plicants choose not to at-
tend the university. The 
data shows 64 percent of 
in-state admits actually en-
roll in UCLA in contrast to 
18 percent for out-of-state 
students. The UC system 
is basically heavily favor-
ing candidates who aren’t 
even taking advantage of 
that bias.

By admitting so many 
out-of-state students, the 
UC system robs many su-
perior in-state applicants, 
many of whom have no 
choice but to go to a UC 
due to financial consider-
ations. It’s painfully unfair 
for Californians to pay tax-
es to a system that doesn’t 
even take the people it’s 
supposed to serve into con-
sideration.

Instead of having a quota 
for out-of-state applicants, 
the UC system should sim-
ply let them compete with 
the rest of the applicant 
field. If the UC system is 
still cash-strapped, then it 
can petition the state gov-
ernment for more funding.

It’s unjust to Califor-
nians to exclude them from 
the education that their 
tax dollars paid for. Sim-
ply put, if applicants from 
other states want to attend 
the best public university 
system in the world, then 
they should prove them-
selves worthy by compet-
ing against California stu-
dents.  u

BY BruceLou
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Blue-collar workers 
still deserve respect

Even in Silicon Valley, an 
area supposedly receptive 
to different ideas and cul-
tures, blue-collar workers 
are sometimes looked down 
upon because of their jobs. 
These are the people who 
tend our gardens, provide us 
with meals or lay the founda-
tions of our safe and comfort-
able homes.

Still, many of them live 
in neighborhoods we will 
never visit; many of us will 
never speak to some of those 
who have 
w o r k e d 
for our 
p a r e n t s 
for years. 
And as 
c h i l d re n 
who grew 
up watch-
ing these 
workers, many of us now see 
ourselves as being somehow 
superior, writing them off as 
uneducated or lazy, unsuc-
cessful or unhappy.

The truth is that these peo-
ple do noble work and man-
age to earn a living in one of 
the most costly places to live. 

In light of the 2008 finan-
cial crisis, it’s impressive that 
they have found work at all. 
They earn money to support 
their families with their labor 
rather than rely on relatives 
or other means — a choice 
that demonstrates initiative 
more than anything else. 
It’s a shame that others look 

down upon them when they 
are making a perfectly re-
spectable, honest living.

In addition, jobs viewed 
as “dirty work” — those 
of custodians, gardeners, 
plumbers and construction 
workers — are necessary to a 
functioning community. 

Despite this, blue-collar 
workers are often subject 
to disrespectful and conde-
scending treatment; many as-
sume that they are somehow 
inherently less hardworking 
or intelligent.

Yet while required skills 
and training of a manual 

w o r k e r, 
for ex-
a m p l e , 
may not 
compare 
with that 
of an en-
gineer or 
biologist, 
all honest 

work deserves respect. The 
jobs they perform — clean-
ing, constructing household 
parts, preparing fast food — 
are tasks that must be done. 
In the end, it simply comes 
down to whom they are done 
by. 

Even if these workers are 
only in these jobs by neces-
sity, we should respect the 
fact that they are stepping 
up and doing their part. Just 
as success in school does not 
define a student’s worth and 
humanity, it is crucial to keep 
in mind that a person’s job — 
whether CEO or custodian — 
does not either. u

The truth is that these 
people do noble work 
and manage to earn a 

living.

candidcaricatures
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We all have experienced the dreaded 
days of having multiple tests on the same 
day along with a project or paper due. 
At times, 24 hours are insufficient to do 
all we’re trying to do, so we are tempted 
to pull all-nighters. While this may seem 
smart at the time, research proves it to be 
detrimental in the long run.

All-nighters corrode a student’s 
health; they cause students’ bodies to 
ache with fatigue and their minds to 
grow dull during school hours, since 
neither have been given the opportunity 
to rest. 

According to U.S. News Health, pull-
ing all-nighters also causes people’s 
memory to worsen since it prevents the 
brain from repairing itself. 

In fact, getting a few hours of sleep 
is a better use of time than half-heart-

ed cramming in the early hours of the 
morning. 

In addition, pulling all-nighters is 
injurious to students in the long term. 
Sleep allows our bodies to rest and pre-
pare for the next day. 

If students do not sleep, their immune 
systems weaken. 

And, if students miss school due to 
illness, they will create an even larger 
workload for themselves than manage-
able. 

Lack of sleep affects not only stu-
dents’ immune systems, but also their 
moods. According to the UC Berkeley 
Psychology Department, all-nighters 
induce temporary euphoria. While this 
may seem like a good thing, associate 
professor of psychology and neurosci-
ence at UC Berkeley Matthew Walker 
notes that, with good rest, the brain 
finds a good balance on the “mood spec-
trum”; without it, the brain is prone to 

constant mood swings that could lead 
to bad behavior. Pulling all-nighters not 
only leads to ghastly eye-bags but also 
alters two significant hormones: leptin 
and ghrelin. Leptin tells the body when 
it is full, and ghrelin urges the body to 
consume. 

When students are sleep deprived, 
their bodies produce more ghrelin 
and less leptin, potentially resulting in 
weight gain and digestive problems. Ac-
cording to Dr. Brian Abaluck of Sleep 
Health Centers in a University of Penn-
sylvania medical conference on sleep, 
students who pull all-nighters are more 
also likely to develop gastrointestinal 
discomfort. 

Sleeplessness can modify the way 
bodies filter glucose, resulting in higher 
chances of diabetes and kidney failure. 
Abaluck notes that the body handles 
glucose the same way, regardless of its 
age. Thus, people should not assume 

that being younger allows them to be 
at a lower health risk when engaging in 
unhealthy activities.  

Instead of pulling all-nighters, stu-
dents should better their time manage-
ment skills.

Students who procrastinate for three 
to four hours a day put themselves in 
a position of choosing between an all-
nighter, or going to sleep without finish-
ing their homework, a fate which could 
easily have been avoided if students had 
planned better. 

Besides following the school’s con-
stant advice to avoid overloading their 
schedules, students should also start 
working as soon as possible and reward 
themselves with short, periodic breaks 
to refresh their minds. 

This way, they will be able to social-
ize with their families, finish homework 
and also sleep for at least six hours and 
maybe more. u

BY VibhaSeshadri
& TiffanyZheng
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BY JasonZhao

“No, it’s not worth 
it because I end up 
falling asleep in 
every class.” 

junior Alice He

Is pulling an 
all-nighter 
worth it?

junior Samir Vaidya senior Eunju Pak

“Yes, every time, 
because you can 
catch up on sleep 
later but you have to 
finish homework.”

“Yes; when you get 
all your work done 
it’s really relieving 
to be done by the 
morning.”

togatalks

Drought restrictions  
tiresome but needed

High up in the Sierras, where a few 
feet of white snow should cover the 
peaks, there is nothing but yellow grass 
and dry streams. 

This year, California has recorded its 
lowest amount of rainfall in the past 60 
years. 

As a result, Gov. Jerry Brown recently 
announced a mandatory restriction on 
the use of water. 
This restriction 
aims for a 25 per-
cent reduction on 
water usage for 
urban areas. Agri-
culture, however, 
will not be affect-
ed by the restric-
tion.

Though many may object to having 
limits placed on their water usage — af-
ter all, restrictions won’t lead to more 
rain — the restriction is still a good plan. 
Not only do they teach people to live 
more conservatively, but it also helps to 
save water for the future.

There are penalties of up to $500 for 
violations of the restriction, like wash-
ing cars without hoses equipped with a 
shut-off nozzle and allowing lawn sprin-
kler water to run into the street. The re-
striction will be enforced by local water 
agencies, but state officials said that they 
may clamp down further in the future.

Though the restrictions may result in  

more expensive water bills, they still do 
allow for basic necessities such as wash-
ing and cooking. The restrictions are a 
necessary change to conserve water for 
the future, even after the drought ends.

Some critics argue that agriculture, 
representing about  80 percent of water 
usage, takes up much more water than 
urban areas do and that it is not fair to 
make lives harder in urban areas when 
water could easily be cut back in the ag-

ricultural industry. 
In truth, farmers 

are getting hit hard-
est by the drought. 
The agriculture in-
dustry has already 
cut 17,100 of the 
state’s farm jobs 
and has lost $2.2 bil-
lion this year alone. 

Dairy and livestock will lose another 
$203 million. 

Since additional limitations would 
further ruin businesses, it is better for 
the state to limit the water usage in ur-
ban areas. It is our responsibility to pre-
serve water sources. 

The drought restrictions encourage 
better water management, including in-
creased conservation of and investments 
in new supplies such as recycled waste-
water, groundwater storage and storm-
water collection. 

With no clear end to the drought, we 
need to get used to the new normal of 
using less water. u

With no clear end to the 
drought, we need to get 
used to the new normal 

of using less water.

BY EricSze
& StefanieTing

To help the slacker or not? When 
put into mandatory group projects, 
responsible students are often forced 
to pull the dead weight of their lazy 
peers.

It remains a mystery as to why a 
few teachers still stubbornly clutch to 
the system of giving group grades on 
these projects. The practice has major 
flaws, particularly by inviting those 
who do not put any effort into their 
project to continue their mooching 
behavior.

We need a grading policy that re-
wards individual effort on group 
projects. 

Often times, some students, while 
appearing to participate in a proj-
ect, contribute subpar work. Conse-
quently, other students in the group 
are forced to redo that lackluster por-
tion, unnecessarily eating hours out 
of their day to compensate for a less 
caring peer.

Another frustrating aspect of 
group projects is the student who acts 
superior to the rest: boasting how he 
or she will most definitely complete 
multiple tasks in a timely fashion and 
with quality.

But when the due date looms near, 

the work submitted by that student 
shows little potential, displaying 
obvious lack of effort. Furthermore, 
upon being contacted by other group 
members, the student fails to respond, 
which burdens his or her peers to des-
perately clock in hours of work until 
the first blush of dawn in attempts 
to drastically increase the quality of 
their project.

Even so, the worst part of group 
projects is not the research or even 
the endless collaboration with the 
other members, but rather seeing the 
slacker receive the same grade as ac-
tual contributors. 

Although some teachers have tak-
en steps to make the grading of group 
projects fairer, usually by assigning a 
self/group-assessment rubric to give 
students an opportunity to provide 
feedback to the teacher regarding the 
effort levels of each individual, others 
still give a single grade for a five- or 
six-person task. 

Giving a single grade for a group 
project provides slackers with an in-
centive to repeat their parasitic be-
havior in the future. Teachers who 
still use the older one grade system 
should switch to the newer individ-
ual grading system, which promotes 
the principles of equality, fairness and 
good work ethic. u

Group projects need 
individual grading
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Watch out, Wingstop, you’ve 
got competition.

Wingbox is a new addition 
to S. De Anza Boulevard, in the 
same plaza as 85°C Bakery, Sno-
crave and other popular food 
destinations. 

The establishment’s small, 
modern and squarish interior is 
inviting 
and spa-
cious for 
its size. 

I t 
o n l y 
t o o k 
a ro u n d 
s e v e n 
minutes 
for us 
to arrive there, which is con-
venient for students with a 
40-minute lunch break to drive 
somewhere, get their food 
made, and drive back to school 
to make it to their next class in 
time.

Even though the store was 
perfectly designed, the first 
thing we noticed when we ar-
rived was not the comfortable 
layout of the restaurant, but 
the extensive and unique menu 
that was posted on the wall.  

The menu contains a gener-
ous selection of non-traditional 
and unconventional flavors of 
wings that are inspired mostly 
by Asian food and made with 

ingredients like teriyaki, Japa-
nese mayonnaise and sesame 
oil.

The menu welcomes cus-
tomers when they walk into the 
restaurant, hanging from the 
wall and listing 27 seasonings 
and flavors of wings, including 
“Blackberry BBQ” and “Cara-
melized Tamarind.”

When we arrived we did not 
know what to order from the 

d i v e r s e 
m e n u , 
and the 
c a s h i e r 
was kind 
e n o u g h 
to rec-
ommend 
to us the 
r e s t a u -
r a n t ’ s 

most popular chicken styles.
The fusion works surprising-

ly well, especially with Wing-
box’s boneless wings, which 
resemble Orange Chicken but 
boast a more sophisticated and 
developed taste.

Hence, Wingbox’s menu sat-
isfies two audiences: those who 
regularly eat at restaurants and 
lean towards more traditional 
and simple chicken, and those 
who favor something more 
unique and exotic.

We had to wait only around 
five minutes for our $9 takeout 
boxes full of chicken and rice. 

Both the Kamikaze and Sai-
gon Alley chicken were juicy 

and tender, on top of the soft, 
white rice that came with the 
order.

The restaurant’s menu, 
in fact, is not only limited to 
chicken; its sparkling lemonade 
menu with flavors such as wa-
termelon, strawberry and pas-
sion fruit compliments its poul-
try dishes perfectly. 

Although the Wingbox staff 
takes a couple of minutes to 
prepare the drink, it is well 

worth the wait. 
The lemonade has a fresh, 

fizzy and fruity feeling to it that 
was enjoyable.

Even with the high-quali-
ty dishes and diverse menu, 
Wingbox manages to keep its 
prices low enough for students 
to want to return and try new 
dishes.

All in all, it is fair for us to  
say that Wingbox thinks out-
side of the box. u

Model Paris Hilton once said, “No 
matter what a woman looks like, if she’s 
confident, she’s sexy.”

On the Friday before Spring Break, I 
looked confident, all right.

Equipped with a stunningly attrac-
tive neon-blue wig, I displayed my gor-
geous costume to a world not yet ready 
for newspaper experiments, true beauty 
or Katy Perry.

My time to take the spotlight came 
early in the morning, when I had to pres-
ent a poster in AP European History. 

Mr. Sheehy said that my poster 
looked good, but that my hair looked 
even better. Well, that’s how I remember 
it, at least. The blue hair kept falling on 
my face, so I wasn’t really paying atten-
tion to much else.

I got a lot more compliments later on 
in the day by people informing me “you 
can’t go outside wearing that.” Although 
this could be seen as an insult, I’m posi-
tive they just feared that I would be in-
stantly drafted into a strenuous career of 
modeling. Others were trying to pull the 
wig off of my head, likely in disbelief of 
my breathtaking beauty.

I decided I had to go to the rally dur-
ing tutorial to show off my fabulous new 

ensemble to a wider audience.
Many asked me if I would be perform-

ing in the rally. After a while, I realized 
that I was probably dressed too outland-
ishly to participate even in the shaving 
cream tub or hungry hippos game.

But in all seriousness — adrenaline 
and false confidence aside — I don’t 
think neon-blue is the right color for me.

At first, appearing so daringly auda-
cious seemed like an adventure, with ev-
eryone commenting on the change.

After a while, though, the excitement 
wore away, and I no longer felt special, 
only ugly.

I began to really think about it. If my 
brother hears about this, he’ll forcefully 
demand that I reconsider my life and 
fashion choices — I was risking my life 
for the chance to appear hideous.

After the thousandth time I had to 
fling my luscious locks out of my face, I 
threw off my wig.

I’m not one to shy away from atten-
tion. In fact, I liked the spotlight, as short 
as it lasted, and I loved how I instantly 
threw people off balance.

I know it’s awkward to admit, but I 
felt attractive. 

Although I didn’t feel legitimately 
good-looking, I think the facade of con-
fidence worked so well, that I felt like 
I actually had something to be proud 
about — this is how I felt beautiful with 
a hideous blue wig.

Paris Hilton was right; confidence re-
ally does bring attractiveness. A neon-
blue wig, however, does not. u

New restaurant offers affordable options

Can you dress up in 
costume for one day?
HIDDEN BEAUTY OF A BLUE WIG

BY AtirathKosireddy
& RotemShaked
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Where: 19620 Stevens Creek Blvd

Type of food: primarily wings

Price range: around $10
Reporter’s favorite: Kamikaze 

boneless wings

Wingbox

Wingbox satisfies two 
audiences: those who eat 

regularly at restaurants and 
those who favor something 

more unique and exotic.

Kevin Chow

pow pow 
kchow

Customers enjoy the fusion-style food at Wingbox; affordable options and inviting interior make it a hit.
FALCON // ROTEM SHAKED

Uniqlo jean 
jacket: $30

Doc Marten boots: $130

American Apparel 
shirt: $25

Forever 21 shorts: $15

Total cost: $200

Jackie Han, 10

8 OPINION May 1, 2015 saratogafalcon
THE

I’m sure you’ve all heard of some 
variation of this classic tale of how high 
school kills curiosity. 

When I was little, I couldn’t get 
enough of reading. WWII history books, 
French short stories, maritime adventure 
novels — you name it, I read it. It was 
fun being lost in my own little world.

Really, two things about high school 
killed my vibe. First, I didn’t have the 
luxury of an afternoon to spend read-
ing books that weren’t going to help my 
grades. Second, English classes some-
times turned reading into a painful or-
deal. Annotating, journal-writing, inter-
preting quotes all made reading seem 
like work. And work wasn’t something 
I wanted to do in the little precious free 
time I had. 

Worst of all, I could no longer lose 
myself in books, as they were no longer 
cheap portable experience machines, but 

rather lines of dull text to be picked apart 
and analyzed under the microscope.

It was an all-too-common story, and 
one of the great tragedies of high school 
— how a 
place of 
learning ac-
tually shuts 
off the great-
est source of 
learning in 
the world. 
But if my 
story ended 
here, there 
would be no 
point in con-
tinuing. In-
stead, I once 
again became an avid reader, an even 
stronger one than I had been before.

The spark to pull myself out of not 
reading was starting Quiz Bowl in my 
senior year, a game that tests knowl-

edge, with history and literature being a 
full half of the distribution. I knew that 
to excel, I would have to start reading 
again.

It was 
a l m o s t 
like work; 
it didn’t 
seem natu-
ral, it didn’t 
seem like 
fun. But 
my drive to 
win man-
aged to 
overpower 
this initial 
resistance. 
Within a 

short amount of time, I started to like 
reading again. 

I started out with novels: “A Passage 
to India” and “The Pearl” were ones 
I particularly enjoyed. Once I got go-

ing, I started branching out into short 
stories — I recommend “Interpreter of 
Maladies” — and stuff like “The Spirit 
Catches You and You Fall Down,” which 
can best be described as a medical an-
thropology infused with short anecdotes 
about Hmong culture and history. None 
of these works I knew even existed just a 
few months ago.  

I liked reading not only for its escape 
value, but also because I truly wanted 
to learn. I discovered a great world of 
knowledge that wasn’t taught in school, 
and I wanted to know so much that my 
mind would become a cannon, able to 
cut through any BS that came my way. 
I wanted to explore and see everything 
I’d missed out on, and become a more 
cultured and educated person.

 There’s so much schools don’t have 
the time to teach, so in reality, we leave 
school not knowing very much at all. 
Only through reading outside of school 
can we fill in those gaps. u

Pao’s case shows Valley’s gender bias

Senior rediscovers joys of reading for fun

Silicon Valley is the home of Apple, 
Facebook, Google and an extremely low 
percentage of executive females. 

The Valley’s success can be attributed 
to its companies, where both genders 
work equally hard on their projects, 
spending day after day meeting difficult 
deadlines and striving to revolutionize 
the world. 

But when promotions are awarded, 
the genders do not receive equal recog-
nition. 

For every 20 individuals promoted in 
the Silicon Valley, only around three are 
women, according to Fortune magazine.  

According to Business Insider, wom-
en hold a mere 11 percent of executive 
jobs at Silicon Valley technology compa-
nies even though they make up nearly 
30 percent of the staff.

 For venture capitalist firms like 
Kleiner Perkins Caufield and Byers, this 
percentage is even lower, according to 
Babson College, at 6 percent. 

The maximum percentage of females 
who were ever in the venture capitalist 
industry was 10 percent in 1999. 

With this blatant gender discrimina-
tion, Silicon Valley would seem to be 
ready to make greater efforts to mini-
mize the gender gap, but this has not 
been the case.

Despite the push for girls to study 
STEM-related fields, the workforce fails 
to show significant advancement to-
ward gender equality. The trend seems 
to be that many women enter STEM 
fields, but only a few actually reaching 
the top levels. 

Ellen Pao, one of the few successful 
female venture capitalists, serves as a 
prime example of female discrimination 
in the workforce. 

An Asian American with a bachelor’s 
degree in electrical engineering from 
Princeton University, according to For-
tune magazine, Pao was pursuing the 
American Dream for thousands of indi-
viduals. 

But a court case decided on March 27 

changed all that. The case decided the 
question of whether Pao fell victim to 
gender bias at Kleiner Perkins Caufield 
and Byers. 

According to Pao, a relationship she 
had with co-worker Ajit Nazre had  
fallen apart. Soon after the breakup, she 
allegedly found herself being ignored, 
“omitted from several business meet-
ings, and undermined with her portfolio 
companies,” according to Fortune maga-
zine. 

Pao later filed for sex discrimination, 
but a jury’s final verdict exonerated the 
firm from any sort of gender bias. 

The jury’s justification was that Pao 
seemed to truly not be working to the 
best of her ability at the firm. 

Pao was criticized for not having the 
correct characteristics necessary for a 
venture capitalist and for being too re-
served. 

However, it is unclear whether her 
performance reports were poor as a 
result of her genuinely insufficient 
business-related actions or because her 

coworkers were simply not fond of her 
previous relationship with a coworker 
and wrongly correlated business with 
personal relationships. 

Although the verdict has stirred 
much controversy, both sides can agree 
that the case shed light on the disparity 
between female and male roles in both 
the workforce and daily life. 

As Pao said, “If we do not share our 
stories and shine light on inequalities, 
things will not change.” 

At Pao’s firm, and at most companies 
in the Silicon Valley, there exists an un-
fair double standard. Women are scold-
ed for being aggressive, while men are 
rewarded for their “persistence.” The 
men then go on to be promoted, while 
the equally qualified women are left be-
hind. 

Silicon Valley companies need to real-
ize that the issue of gender discrimina-
tion is alive and well; until real equality 
becomes the norm, stories similar to that 
of Pao’s will be hidden behind the boom-
ing businesses of a technological era. u

“There’s so much 
schools don’t have time 
to teach. Only through 
reading can we fill in 
those gaps.”

senior Bruce Lou

BY NidhiJain

BY BruceLou

Dartmouth College President Philip 
Hanlon announced a ban on hard alco-
hol for all students on campus in Janu-
ary. 

His decision, made in light of recent 
sexual assaults at college campuses, mir-
rors other recent Prohibition-esque bans 
begun by Brown University, Swarthmore 
College and the University of Virginia. 

Although Hanlon and other colleges 
have good intentions, the ban is actually 
misguided and ineffective. 

The assault of women is a much larg-
er and deeper societal issue that cannot 
be remedied by a simple alcohol ban.

At first glance, the hard alcohol re-
striction may seem reasonable since, 
according to One in Four USA, half of 
reported sexual assault cases involve al-
cohol. 

However, banning alcohol on paper 
will not effectively prevent free-willed 
college students from drinking at par-
ties. Just as during Prohibition in the 
1920s, people will find ways to bypass 
the system. 

The U.S. authorizes adults over the 
age of 21 to drink, an ineffective and 
already unpopular law; likewise, Dart-
mouth’s policy, preventing students of 
all ages — and even above 21 — from 

drinking hard liquor on campus, stands 
little chance of success.

The policy is even counterintuitive, 
as students may be encouraged to visit 
clubs outside of campus and hold par-
ties there instead, exposing themselves 
to more danger overall in the absence of 
campus supervisors.

Dartmouth’s ban will not only fail to 
succeed as proven by the historical fail-
ure of Prohibition, but also fail to target 
America’s rape culture, which condones 
sexual assault. 

According to the national One in Four 
organization, one in four college wom-
en have survived rape or an attempted 
rape, and the actual number of cases is 
much higher than reported.

At Dartmouth, women report that 
they feel unsafe in fraternities and must 
travel in buddy-systems when attending 
parties.

Rather than try to ban alcohol, Dart-
mouth should allow students to learn 
about respecting one another’s bound-
aries, especially those of females. 

There need to be more campus-based 
sexual assault programs that educate 
students. Colleges should also create 
stronger policies to encourage the re-
porting of sexual assaults as well as dis-
cipline the offenders with harsher con-
sequences.

Dartmouth has already taken key 

steps toward addressing these issues by 
adopting a more stringent sexual assault 
policy and educating incoming students. 

The college  aims to  build an environ-
ment in which sexual assault, gender-
based harassment, domestic violence 
and stalking are not tolerated. 

For instance, a sexual perpetrator is 
subject to stringent disciplinary action, 
which could include expulsion.

Students are also taught not to act as 
silent bystanders during sexual assault. 
The college enforces timeliness for re-
porting a sexual assault for most effec-
tive action.

Instead of an ineffective alcohol ban, 
these are the types of programs that will 
more effectively curb actual assaults and 
change the culture that puts women in 
danger. u

Campus drinking ban won’t fix rape culture
BY MichelleCen
& ShreyaTumu

candidcaricatures
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 When we heard the phrase 
“prank wars” in a newspaper story 
discussion, we jumped on the idea, 

imagining the demise 
of our competition as 

they ran into Saran 
Wrap that covered 
doorways and 
found themselves 
glued to their 
chairs. But never 
did we realize the 

amount of time and 
effort it takes to 
prank someone. It 
took almost three 
hours to set up 
just two pranks.  

Our first 
prank was per-
fect. Right after the 
bell for tutorial 
rang, we sprang 

out of our class 
and rushed to the caf-

eteria, picking the closest 
table in the back corner to set up. 

Laying out a plastic bag as a ta-
ble cover, we began disassembling 
the Oreos and smearing a thick 
layer of mayonnaise on top of the 
white cream center as we donned 
oh-so-evil grins on our faces. 
 After preparing the “Oreos,” 
we carefully placed them into the 
Oreo container, heading back to 
the J-room. We asked junior An-
ant Rajeev to help execute our plan.
 A few minutes after class 
had started, we watched as An-
ant casually offered an Oreo to 
our targets, sophomores Amu-
lya Vadlakonda and Caitlin Ju. 
 Fortunately, both took one Oreo 
from the container. But Caitlin hap-
pened to pick some that were not 
filled with mayonnaise, since that 
column was closest to her. Amulya 
picked one from the group of may-
onnaise-filled Oreos and took a bite. 
 We couldn’t help but break 
out laughing as Amulya’s 
face slowly scrunched up. 
 “WHAT IS THIS FLA-
VOR!” screamed Amulya. 
 For the next prank, Maya 
asked sophomore Trevor Leung 

for his sister Michelle Leung’s 
number; she was our next target. 
 But as a prank on Maya, he 
gave her all of his friends’ numbers 
along with Michelle’s. Not know-
ing which one was really Michelle’s 
number, Maya then sent an anony-
mous text to all of the numbers with 
a picture of Leonardo DiCaprio 
and said, “To stop receiving the 
Daily DiCaprio, reply with STOP.” 
 Michelle fell for this prank 
and replied “STOP,” but she soon 
turned the joke on Maya as she 
logged onto Trevor’s Facebook ac-
count and told Maya that Mr. Rob-
inson’s number was among one of 
the numbers Maya had contacted. 
 Our plan but worked, but we end-
ed up making fools of ourselves since 
we both freaked out, thinking that 
the principal had received our text 
and worrying about what to tell him. 
 Sadly, when  Maya tried the 
same prank on Caitlin, it didn’t 
work out, because Caitlin had 
Maya’s phone number. Oops. 
 Overall, our pranks were not ex-
ecuted as well as the other teams’, 
but ours were rather intricate and 

incited many hilari-
ous reactions from 
our competitors. 
 We’re happy 
to say that even 
though prank 
week is over, 
we still have a 
couple tricks up 
our sleeves. u

BY MayaPrasad
& JennyQian

Sophomores surprise with ‘tasty’ treat

At the end of this news-
paper prank war, it is safe to 
say our team was the winner. 

But to be honest, neither of 
us were very well versed in 

the intricate art of pranking. 
We attempted to Google 

“best pranks that are safe 
to do at school because 

we don’t want to get 
in trouble,” but 

due to a lack of 
the Post-its and 
bubble wrap 
the pranks on-
line required, 
we were sure 
we were go-
ing to fail.

For tunate -
ly, we were 
pleasantly sur-
prised to find 

that the other 
teams had either 

forgotten about the 
prank war or were 

just incapable of reach-
ing our level, because we 

were not pummelled nearly as 
badly as we thought we’d be. 

After hours and hours of 
brainstorming ideas and en-
listing some help, we decided 
to list our best ideas and final-
ly get on with the pranking. 

First, we scoured Face-
book and the depths of photo 
albums to find two uncom-
fortably close pictures of 
Maya Prasad, one of Jenny 
Qian, one of Rachel Hull 
and one of Michelle Leung. 

We made the pictures 
the desktop backgrounds of 
all the J-room computers*. 

When Maya, Jenny and 
Rachel finally arrived in 
the J-room (Michelle was 
already there), their re-
actions were priceless. 

Rachel was distraught; 
Jenny started laughing hys-
terically at Maya, who desper-
ately tried to switch the back-
ground away from her face.

Not bad for a first attempt, 
if we do say so ourselves.

We then moved our efforts to 
a prank specifically on the senior 
team: Michelle and Rachel. The 
ideas were endless once we found 

out that they both drove cars. 
We placed a seemingly re-

alistic parking ticket on Mi-
chelle’s car, after sophomore 
Trevor Leung, Michelle’s broth-
er, helped us to identify the car 
and remove her parking permit. 

Kudos to Google Images for giv-
ing Michelle a huge heart attack.

The best part of the prank was 
that we signed the parking ticket 
“Maya and Jenny,” which made 
Michelle and Rachel direct all 
their revenge on the other team. 

Needless to say, Michelle and 
Rachel completely fell for it. Next 
thing we know, Maya, Jenny, Mi-
chelle and Rachel are involved 
in an elaborate prank involv-
ing Mr. Robinson, Leonardo Di-
Caprio and the fear of expulsion. 

Caitlin brought the chairs 
and Amulya brought the pop-
corn. It was quite a show. 

It took them a while to 
find out that we were the 
ones who pranked them. 

One of the highlights was Maya 
trying to pull the same Leonar-
do DiCaprio prank that she had 
used on Michelle again on Caitlin, 
where Maya texted Caitlin with 
the message “To stop receiving the 

Daily DiCaprio, reply with STOP.” 
Ultimately, Maya failed hi-

lariously in her attempt be-
cause she had forgotten Cait-
lin had her phone number.

Unfortunately, we couldn’t get out 
of this war completely unscathed. 

A few days after the park-
ing ticket fiasco (or victory, 

rather), junior Anant Rajeev ca-
sually offered us some Oreos 
from a container he was eating 
out of, as he comfortably sat on 
a chair in the Journalism room. 

Amulya, who has the biggest 
weakness for all things sugary, 
happily took a bite. Immediately, 
she knew she had fallen for Maya 
and Jenny’s elaborate scheme. 

They walked into the J-room 
with huge grins on their faces. 
Who takes the time to put may-
onnaise in Oreos, anyway?

In Amulya’s defense, Anant 
was eating out of the box as well, 
but Maya and Jenny were smart 
enough — or just lazy enough 
— to only put the salty mayon-
naise in half of the cookies to en-
sure that we would fall for it. 

(Caitlin would like to add that 
she picked one of the normal 
cookies without the mayonnaise 
inside,  but was instantly suspi-
cious when Anant offered the 
cookies to us when we walked 
into the Journalism room.) 

By the end of the two weeks, 
all the teams were pretty tired 
of the war, but we still had 
one last trick up our sleeves. 

Rachel’s car remained un-
touched throughout the whole 
entire  war, and we needed 
to rectify that immediately. 

Caitlin bought a “For Sale” sign 

and, with the help of two seniors, 
we stuck the sign on the front of 
her car, marking it for 
the price of either 
$20 or a pack 
of gum. 
Sadly, we 
didn’t stick 
a r o u n d 
to see the 
r e s u l t s . 

Moral of 
the story? 
Don’t eat 
Oreos from 
Anant Ra-
jeev, always 
take videos of 
your friends’ 
heart attacks 
and either 
recount their 
reactions a 
hundred times 
to embarrass 
them or just 
post the videos 
on Facebook. 

We are defi-
nitely willing 
to do this prank 
war again, and 
this time you’ll 
know not to underestimate us 
sophomores. We  might have an-
other prank monster on our hands.

“Signed,  Maya  and Jenny.” u

BY CaitlinJu
& AmulyaVadlakonda

Team embarrasses rivals with creative jokes 

We knew it was war when we 
walked into the J-room and saw our 
faces displayed across the computer 

desktops. The desktop 
photos were unflatter-
ing, and we cringed 

upon seeing the 
h u m i l i a t i n g 
portrayals of 
our sopho-

more and ju-
nior year selves.

Before that, we 
had only completed 
one small prank: 
getting sophomore 
Maya Prasad to open 

a fake cheese puff 
can with a spring-

ing snake inside. Her 
reaction was of con-
fusion — not exactly 
the terrified scream 
we had hoped for. 

After having been 
pranked ourselves, 

we knew we had to step it up, 

and we were determined to carry 
out an elaborate revenge scheme 
involving rubber spiders, Saran 
wrap and fake homework.  

Sadly, as we’re second semes-
ter seniors, we quickly gave up on 
the idea. We only sat back as the 
much more motivated underclass-
men wreaked havoc on our lives.

Michelle walked unsuspectingly 
to the parking lot after school one 
day to find a parking ticket on the 
windshield of her car. Being a re-
sponsible student, she had never 
received a parking ticket before. 

Her eyes scanned the ticket as 
she contemplated what it could be 
for — and then she noticed that it 
was signed by Maya and sopho-
more Jenny Qian. This traumatiz-
ing event further galvanized us to 
figure out how to get them back. 
(We later found out the prank was 
actually by sophomores Amulya 
Vadlakonda and Caitlin Ju. Oops.)

An opportunity for payback 
presented itself one Friday eve-
ning, when Michelle received 
an anonymous text, thanking 
her for her subscription to “The 

Daily DiCaprio” and inform-
ing her that additional costs 
would be charged to her account. 

Since Michelle rarely gives out 
her phone number, she felt vaguely 
suspicious and tried texting “STOP” 
back as directed by the message, 
only to receive a follow-up mes-
sage thanking her for subscribing 
to an additional stream of pictures. 

But Michelle was able to turn 
the situation around by trick-
ing Maya into thinking that she 
had actually texted principal Paul 
Robinson. We sat back and glee-
fully watched as Maya threw 
a fit via Facebook Messenger. 

After letting her suffer for a few 
hours, we revealed the truth. It 
was psychological manipulation 
at its finest. We then decided to 
launch our own attack by bring-
ing back some traditional pranks. 

Rachel placed a whoopee cush-
ion under Maya’s spot on the J-
room couch and a fake spider on 
the couch for good measure. To 
our dismay, the whoopee cushion 
made no sound. Rachel chickened 
out at the last minute and removed 

the spider before Maya could see 
it, not feeling cruel enough to  take 
advantage of Maya’s fear of bugs.

Rachel slightly regretted her mer-
ciful act later that day when she 
discovered a “For Sale” sign on her 
car’s windshield, selling her car for 
$20 or a pack of gum. 

Thus ended the war and the 
half-hearted attempts of two unmo-
tivated seniors. Our final verdict: 
We’re too old for this, anyway. u

Senior Rachel Hull cringes at a computer background of herself in the J-room.
FALCON // MELISSA MAGNER

Unmotivated senior team fails to retaliate
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Pranks accomplished:
1. After secretly filling some Oreos with 
mayo, the team disguised them in the 
box.  Rivals obliviously ate the oreos. 

2. Jenny and Maya anonymously sent 
pictures of Leonardo DiCaprio to the 
seniors in a fake text subscription, the 
“Daily DiCaprio.” 

Judge’s comments: 
The team diligently prepared many 
Oreos to deceive their enemies, a feat 
deserving of second place. Also, their 
ability to involve people not in the 
competition was impressive.     

Team ‘Pranksta Gangstas’

bigideaTH
E

Pranks accomplished:
1. The team convinced Maya to open 
a fake cheese puff can, surprising her 
with a springing snake.

2. In response to the “Daily DiCaprio” 
joke, Michelle and Rachel tricked 
Maya into thinking she accidentally 
pranked principal Paul Robinson. 

Judge’s comments: 
Although the team attempted many 
traditional pranks, the seniors did not 
care enough to accomplish them. 
Better luck next time!

Team ‘Senioritis’

bigideaTH
E

Pranks accomplished:
1. The team mortified their opponents by 
setting “uncomfortably close” pictures of 
them as the desktop backgrounds in the 
Journalism Room. 

2. Caitlin and Amulya shifted the blame of 
their prank to Maya and Jenny when they 
left Michelle a convincing, fake parking 
ticket on her car. They also attempted to sell  
Rachel’s car for $20, or a pack of gum. 

Judge’s comments: 
Team 007 was able to turn their rivals 
against each other, keeping themselves out 
of harm’s way and winning them the first 
place prize.  

Team ‘007’

bigideaTH
E
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This past month, junior Saro Acharya 
spent 20 sleepless hours on a weekend, 
eyes glued to his Macbook screen at-
tempting to finish editing his Media Arts 
Project (MAP) short film: “Mishaps and 
Misdeeds.”

Acharya endured every minute of it.
“It was really challenging, but I loved 

every second of it” he said.
For Acharya, making movies is not 

a chore; it is something he loves to do. 
Acharya was introduced to filmmak-
ing after watching the first Sam Raimi-
directed Spider-man movie as a young 
child. Acharya soon realized that the 
creation of computerized  graphics and 
visuals was close within his reach. He 
became acquainted with equipment like 
the Canon 70D camera, RODE micro-
phone  and Gearbox camera cage.

Acharya’s deep-seated passion for 
media has allowed him to explore many 
different fields of filmmaking. His first 
love was animation, something he grew 
fond of from seeing fake characters come 
to life in animated films such as “Toy 
Story” in his youth. Slowly he also be-
gan to enjoy learning about and experi-
menting with movies incorporating real 
actors and actresses.

“Something about being behind 
the camera as well as forming a story 
through the personas that your actors 
inhabit appeals to me,” Acharya said.

But Acharya is not so much interested 
in the actual filming process; instead, he 
wants to explore the presentation of plot 
in movies and is enamored by the idea of 
videos being able to show the progres-
sion of characters, whether they be real 
or fiction.

“Film, at its basis, is storytelling and I 
love that aspect of it,” Acharya said. “I’d 
like to be a director or even a writer, ei-
ther on television or on film.” 

Acharya’s role models in the film in-
dustry have furthered his passion for 
filmmaking.

“The biggest idols to me as a film-
maker are Alfred Hitchcock, Quentin 
Tarantino and Joseph Gordon-Levitt,” 
Acharya said. “It’s a bit of an odd trio. I 
love Hitchcock for his ability in building 
suspense, Tarantino for his uncompro-
mising sense of fun.” 

Acharya began to admire Gordon-
Levitt after his creation of a website 
called HitRECord, which is dedicated 
to online content creators to share and 
collaborate on projects, a concept that 
Acharya has taken much interest in.  

But Acharya’s influences are not lim-
ited to the big names of Hollywood; in 

fact, much of Acharya’s interest in film 
stems from MAP.

 “MAP is one of the biggest influences 
in my life,” Acharya said. “The teachers, 
the students, the course, the program in 
general feels like one big family.” 

Being a part of MAP even prompted 
Acharya to attend a summer film camp 
at UCLA to further his knowledge. 

According to Acharya, his experience 
at the Department of Design Media Arts 
was very beneficial because he studied 
new techniques and fields including 

film theory. He will attend the camp 
again this summer to work as a teacher’s 
assistant. 

At DMA, Acharya hopes to gain fur-
ther hands-on experience that will help 
him pave a path to his career in cinema.

His classmates also appreciate his 
skills as a film-maker and collaborator.

“Saro [Acharya] is such a great team 
player. His camera skills are phenom-
enal and he helps everyone in his group 
do much better,” said junior Meghan 
Shah. u

A Super Bowl commercial called “Are 
Indian Women Invisible?”  portrays Min-
dy Kaling, a renowned Indian-American 
author and actress, trying to hail a cab in 
New York City without much luck. 

“After years of being treated like she 
was invisible, it occurred to Mindy Ka-
ling she might actually be invisible,” the 
narrator says. 

Although the commercial is an ad-
vertisement promoting Nationwide In-
surance, it reveals an unfortunate truth 
about how minorities are treated in 
America, especially in Hollywood. De-
spite the increase in cultural awareness 
in the 21st century, minorities must still 
fight for their rightful place.

Fortunately, minorities such as Indi-
an-Americans are beginning to occupy 
a more prominent role in mainstream 
media.

Kaling, for one, has proven herself far 
from invisible. She started off by por-
traying the chatty character Kelly Ka-
poor on “The Office” before becoming a 
writer, producer and lead actress in her 
own show, “The Mindy Project,” and 
publishing two successful books. One of 
her books, “Is Everybody Hanging Out 
Without Me (And Other Concerns),” 
was nominated for Goodreads Choice 
Awards Best Humor and is rated 4.3 out 
of 5 on Amazon. 

Though Kaling is now seen as one of 
the most accomplished Indian-American 
women in the entertainment industry, it 
wasn’t an easy journey for her.

 When she was a 19-year-old sopho-
more at Dartmouth University, she 
interned on “Late Night with Conan 
O’Brien.” She took jobs as a babysitter 
and a production assistant for a cable-
television psychic, which she described 
as “depressing.” 

But bigger and better things were 
waiting for Kaling, now 35, and she did 
not lose hope. In 2002, Kaling played 
Ben Affleck in an off-Broadway play 

called “Matt & Ben,” which she co-wrote 
with a college friend. 

She then started a popular blog that 
helped her land her first TV role in “The 
Office,” at the age of 24. The producer 
called her writing and acting “very orig-
inal.” Kaling worked hard to get where 
she is today.

Kaling is not only an intellectual co-
median, but also a feminist and a pop 
culture queen; her presence in the en-
tertainment industry proves that almost 
anyone with talent and passion, regard-
less of race, can attain success in the 
field. 

Kaling, a daughter of first-generation 
Indian immigrants, uses her multicul-
tural background and perspective to her 
advantage in her career. Kaling’s father, 
a Tamilian, is an architect and her moth-
er, a Bengali, is a obstetrician/gynecolo-
gist.  

“The Mindy Project,” which airs 
on FOX, is about a young OB/
GYN doctor, Mindy Lahiri, who 
balances her personal and pro-
fessional life, surrounded by 
quirky co-workers in a small 
private practice.

 Aside from her job as a 
doctor, Kaling’s character 
isn’t portrayed as the ste-
reotypical Indian. While 
I n d i a n - A m e r i c a n 
characters are usu-
ally written as 
conservative 
and modest, 
Lahiri lives 
a fast and 
flashy life 
that resem-
bles that of 
Kaling. 

Kaling’s less-
than-conventional 
Indian upbringing is 
also reflected in the show. 
For instance, although 
Lahiri is a doctor on the 

show, an acceptable and respected job 
per “typical Indian standards,” Lahiri 
doesn’t let her success in the career 
world define her personality.

Furthermore, brief references are 
made to Indian culture, but not so much 
that they take over the character’s iden-
tity. In the show, Mindy’s brother drops 
out of college, and Mindy does not re-
act well to the news, confiding in her 
coworker Danny, “Do you know what 
it’s like for Indian immigrant parents to 
have their son drop out of college?” This 
line may in fact be the one stereotype of 
Indians that holds true, but it’s the fur-
thest the show goes in generalizing and 
stereotyping Indians. 

Kaling has the opportunity to be in 
control of how her character, Lahiri, is 
portrayed on national television. Other 
Indian-Americans in the Hollywood in-
dustry, however, are not given this op-

portunity and are unfortunately vic-
tims of racial stereotyping by the 

media.
One of these victims is ac-

tor Kunal Nayyar’s character 
Rajesh Koothrappali, who 
is sometimes derogatorily 

stereotyped in the show 
“The Big Bang Theory.” 

To start, Rajesh has a 
thick and overdone 
Indian accent. 

The creators of 
the show insist 
on highlighting 
only Rajesh’s 
Indian charac-
teristics, missing 
the opportunity 
to bring a fresh 
character to Hol-
lywood. 

A d m i t t e d -
ly, despite the 
drawbacks of the 
character, Rajesh 
allows for the ex-

posure of Indian 

culture to international audiences of the 
show, which is some progress, however 
small it may be. 

The truth is that the Hollywood in-
dustry lacks prominent Indian actors 
and roles. There are only a few other 
minor Indian-American characters, such 
as Cece Parekh in “New Girl,” who is 
only half-Indian, and Tom Haverford 
(who doesn’t even have an Indian name) 
in “Parks and Recreation.” All of these 
Indian-American characters have side or 
supporting roles.

In the music industry, even fewer 
well-known Indian Americans have bro-
ken into the mainstream.

Most people can perhaps name only 
one Indian-American singer: Jay Sean, 
who was a one hit wonder in 2008 with 
his song, “Down.” Another famous In-
dian-American songwriter and singer 
is Norah Jones, daughter of American 
Sue Jones and Indian sitar virtuoso Ravi 
Shankar. She is famous for her songs 
“Don’t Know Why” and “Come Away 
With Me” and won five Grammy awards 
for her solo album in 2003. 

It is often hard for aspiring Indian-
Americans to succeed in the industry, 
since most Indian parents don’t approve 
of such non-practical careers. But Jones 
breaks such ground because she chooses 
to be individualistic and doesn’t consid-
er her race as a block in the road to suc-
cess. Her presence in the music industry 
gives hope to many other Indians who 
have dreams to have a career in the in-
dustry.

Indian culture needs more exposure 
in the entertainment industry. Deter-
rence from immigrant parents, discrimi-
nation and a lack of Indian-American 
characters in scripts of TV shows are 
all barriers that hinder success in Hol-
lywood for Indian-Americans. But with 
characters like Mindy Kaling and Rajesh 
Koothrappali, perhaps Hollywood is 
becoming more diverse and open to 
Indian-American characters. And that, 
at least, is a step in the right direction. u

BY ShreyaTumu

Marvel introduces diverse superheroes
Recently, Marvel Entertainment has 

been diversifying its cast of superheroes. 
It no longer has just old classics like 
Storm, Black Panther and Nick Fury; 
now there’s a black Spider-Man, a black 
Human Torch and a Muslim Ms. Marvel. 
While there’s still a long way to go for 
equal representation, Marvel is taking a 
step in the right direction when it comes 
to representing different ethnicities and 
cultures. 

Taking over the role of Spider-Man in 
comic books is Miles Morales, a black-
Latino teenager who was also bitten by 
a genetically altered spider. He first ap-
peared in the Ultimate Spider-Man com-
ics in 2011 and has been part of the Mar-
vel Universe since.

Spider-Man, one of the most beloved 
comic book characters, is actually a per-
fect choice to be portrayed by a person of 
color. Spider-Man represents the story of 
the underdog who isn’t born with spe-
cial powers or a billion-dollar trust fund; 
instead, he is an average high schooler 
caught in a freak accident.

 The struggle of an average kid against 
extraordinary adversaries resonates 

with people all over the world who face 
discrimination. Plus, the premise behind 
Spider-Man’s identity-concealing full 
body suit is that anyone can be Spider-
Man, whether black, Latino or both. 

There are also some rumors that 
Morales could appear in a new Marvel 
movie. This exposure could be the start 
of a new era, one of racially diverse main 
characters, rather than supporting char-
acters, as in previous superhero movies.

The upcoming Fantastic Four reboot 
movie in August also has a black star, 
Michael B. Jordan, who will play Johnny 
Storm, the Human Torch, who has typi-
cally been blonde and blue-eyed in past 
movies. The director, Josh Trank, states 
that Jordan was picked because he fit 
the character rather than to be politically 
correct, but nonetheless, people have 
kicked up a fuss about the race-bending 
move. 

The biggest argument against a black 
Human Torch is that his sister Sue Storm, 
played by Kate Mara, is white. This is 
further exacerbated by the fact that Dr. 
Storm, their father, is going to be black 
in the new movie.

 Critics fail to realize, however, that 
this is a huge step for biracial families, 

who very rarely get media representa-
tion. It’s also important to remember 
that however the siblings are related, 
whether they are kids of separate mar-
riages or whether one is adopted, bio-
logical ties don’t necessarily deter-
mine what constitutes a family. 

Finally, and perhaps the most 
groundbreaking, is Kamala Khan, 
a teenage Pakistani Muslim girl 
who became Ms. Marvel in 2014 
after the previous Ms. Mar-
vel took up the moniker 
of Captain Marvel. Ms. 
Marvel was previ-
ously an Avenger 
with superstrength, 
flight and the abil-
ity to project energy. 
Khan, however, is a hero 
on a much smaller scale, 
much like Spider-Man. She 
just fights crime locally 
with her morphing pow-
ers.

Khan’s series relates 
not only her struggle to cope with 
her new powers, but also her challenges 
as a Muslim girl growing up in New Jer-
sey. For instance, in the first comic, Khan 

and her friend are shown talking about 
her friend’s choice to wear a hijab, go-
ing to the mosque and her schoolmates’ 
subtle Islamophobia. 

This is an advance in positive cov-
erage of Muslims. Since the events 

of 9/11, there’s been a huge stigma 
against Muslims, exacerbated by 

the Charlie Hebdo 
attacks and 

the nega-
tive portrayal 

of Muslims in 
A m e r i c a n 
S n i p e r . 
As of late, 
many Mid-

d l e - E a s t e r n 
people seen in mov-

ies, TV shows and comics 
seem to be terrorists. It’s 

time that Muslims are 
given a chance to be 

seen as heroes, not villains, 
in mainstream media.

Superheroes of color are be-
coming the norm in major roles 
rather than sidekick characters, and 
their representation can only get stron-
ger from here. u

BY MeganMacInnes

After a three-year period of silence, 
the King is back — King Kunta, that is.

Labeling Kendrick Lamar’s most re-
cent album “To Pimp a Butterfly” (TPAB) 
as confrontationally ambitious is an un-
derstatement. With aggressive lyrics and 
soothing jazz, the album soars above 
expectations, as each of the album’s 16 
songs captures the soulful charisma and 
witty remarks of Lamar. 

The album stands in stark contrast 
to Lamar’s last-released album from 
2012, “good kid, m.A.A.d. city,” as TPAB 
focuses on soul searching and sooth-
ing, relaxed beats, whereas “good kid, 
m.A.A.d city” carries a reverberating 
and angry tone while speaking of gang 
violence and racial brutality.

 TPAB displays itself as an equally, if 
not more, aggravated album that takes a 
more calm and soulful twist on handling 
anger. 

For example, in TPAB, Lamar speaks 
of running home, trying to find 
himself and attempting 
to shut out any and 
all criticism. 

In addition, Lamar 
explores issues like 
violence and op-
pression of African 
Americans in songs 
such as “Hood Poli-
tics,” “Institution-
alized” and “The 
Blacker the Berry.”

A favorite of ours 
is “King Kunta”; with 
a catchy and simple 
beat, Lamar calls out 
those who only associ-
ate with him as he gains 
fame.

 He references lyrics 
from past pop stars and 
repeats the chorus frequently. We can’t 
help but find the catchy beat and clev-

erly insulting lyrics constantly stuck in 
our heads.

Lamar also uses the album 
to showcase his obvious dis-

taste for the fame in his own 
career and the music in-
dustry as a whole. Though 
he is a prominent figure in 
the industry, he is averted 
to the “evils of Lucy,” 
or the devilish grasp of 
money and publicity. 
Lamar combines blatant 
insults with mellow 

tunes to create a subtly 
aggressive album.

Above all, Lamar in-
corporates seamless 
transitions and a mean-
ingful story that flows 
throughout the album. 

From aspiring dreams 
to dealing with an iden-

tity crisis, each song carries listeners 
through the tough — to say the least — 

lifestyle that has overwhelmed Lamar in 
recent years.

To emphasize the message of strug-
gling to keep up with fame amidst deal-
ing with love, hate and disillusioned 
prominence, Lamar frequently inte-
grates snippets of regular speech and 
spoken-word poetry into each track. For 
example, in the 12-minute song “Mortal 
Man,” Lamar incorporates an interview 
between himself and famed artist Tupac 
Shakur into the latter half of the song. 
The two discuss various topics, ranging 
from black power and fame to the up-
per classes and arrogance, among other 
things. 

Though Lamar’s new style seemed 
alien to us at first, listening to the album 
more than once led us to believe that it 
has a brilliant and unique new track list 
that holds plenty of replay value. With 
TPAB, Lamar has managed to impress 
his listeners through an unconventional 
style of rap, something most rappers 
can’t do so easily or well. u

‘To Pimp a Butterfly’ beats expectations 
BY JadeBisht
& ArjunRamanathan

Saro Acharya: the next James Cameron
BY AnantRajeev
& DeepthiSampathkumar

  

What do you think of when you think 
of rap? Lil Wayne, Kendrick Lamar and 
Drake? No, no, you’ve got it all wrong. 
You should be thinking of us. From our 
very first day in newspaper, we gifted 
our fellow staff members with our 
lyrical talents. Our amazing raps 
often erupted spontaneously, 
though that did not detract from 
the sheer awe it provided to the 
masses, ahem, to the third-period 
newspaper staff, at least.

Our famous in-class rap 
battles even garnered us 
Snapchat fame, courtesy of 
our admirer, senior Jade 
Bisht. Those who viewed these 
Snapchats envied the fact that the third 
period newspaper staff was able to wit-
ness such greatness first hand.

And then, a new era dawned. We 

went from just journalist rappers to in-
ternational celebrities. 

Everything changed one fateful day 
in spring, when fellow staff member ju-
nior Deepthi Sampathkumar showed us 
the perfect app to further our rapping 
skills: RapChat. 

No other app could compare to the 
artistic freedom RapChat gave us when 
it came to rapping. We had hit the moth-
er lode.

The app allows a user to pick his or 
her favorite beat and then allows him to 

record over it for 20 seconds. The 
user’s voice is then autotuned to 

sound like that of a rapper.
Perhaps the most appeal-

ing part of the app is the 
social aspect. After creating 
their own rap, users can 
share it with their friends 

who use RapChat, creating 
a light-hearted competition as everyone 
attempts to spit the best fire in town.

RapChat also allows users to share 
their raps on Facebook and Twitter, 
which gives users  yet another way to 
flaunt their rapping abilities.

RapChat allowed us to show our fa-

mous raps to all of our 8 fans. Within 
minutes of downloading the app, we 
were hooked. Who wouldn’t want to be 
able to rap like a professional?

After spending hours rapping to dif-
ferent beats and sharing our raps with 
our friends, we still had not had enough. 
There were just so many possibilities 
with Rapchat. We could freestyle, we 
could write our lyrics down, we could 
even go a capella if we wanted to.

During the week following our 
download of RapChat, our rapping had 
hit its peak. Once, we video chatted dur-
ing Ms. Tseng’s Chinese class to have a 
rap battle. 

Although Ms. Tseng noticed, we 
didn’t get in trouble, most likely due to 
her infatuation with our artistic ability. 
Rather, we got a mildly dirty look, so we 
decided that enough of our gift had been 
shared with the world that day.

OK, that was a bit of an exaggeration. 
But still, RapChat is one of our favor-

ite apps of all time. It presents all the 
necessary tools to make anyone a rap-
per, even an amateur. But if you want 
some real help, just talk to the pros. We 
are here every day. u

RapChat: the app that gives everyone flow
Young $$ 
Old Swag

Apoorv Kwatra & Neehar Thumaty

   ALL GRAPHICS BY MAYA PRASAD
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Junior Saro Acharya intently focuses and steadies his camera before he takes a shot.
FALCON // SHAZIA GUPTA

MINDY KALING

WORD GIVEN: Newspaper 
[Neehar]

Newspaper, starts with N, ends 
with R just like my name. Rap-
ping so easy, I †reat it like a game. 
Got Kwatra on my left ain’t got no 
fame. Raps coming at light speed 
but I’m still not rushin,’ I just won, 
shut up, end of discussion.

WORD GIVEN: Yearbook 
[Apoorv]

Yeah the word is yearbook
I rap off the top with no hook
Just a thesis, y’all wanna see this
I’m hungry so I’mma eat some 
Cheezits. In the rap game, I’m 
like Yeezus. Just like Kanye, you
know what they say. Last name 
West, but I’m the best. 

Shoutout to Lil’

 idealRapTH
E
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Junior Nihar Agrawal smiles 
at the 7-year-old boy taping 
furry pom-poms together to 
make a caterpillar at Lowell El-
ementary School while partici-
pating in the volunteering pro-
gram Sunday Friends. The boy 
giggles as one of the pom-poms 
falls off, and Agrawal picks it 
up. 

“Try some more glue,” he 
says, laughing. 

It is Agrawal’s third hour 
that day at Sunday Friends, 
a volunteer organization that 
helps children from low-in-
come families learn skills such 
as cooking and crafts.

“I think [volunteering] is one 
of the most meaningful things I 
can do with my free time,” he 
said. “I love seeing the people I 
work with and learning about 
them.”

Although hundreds of stu-
dents perform community ser-
vice each year, Agrawal has 
established a reputation for his 
earnest and consistent attempts 
to help others. A regular vol-
unteer for multiple organiza-
tions as well as the co-founder 
of the club Committed to Com-

munity, Agrawal learned “how 
meaningful and impactful ser-
vice can be” when he began 
volunteering at the Saratoga 
Retirement Community before 
sixth grade.

According to Agrawal, a 
community hours requirement 
(beyond the six hours required 
for health/driver’s ed) would 
motivate students to volunteer.

“I think the lack of a require-
ment decreases the amount of 
participation that would have 
been had if Saratoga did have 
a service requirement, because 
people are always motivated by 
what they have to do,” Agrawal 
said. “Despite this, I think a lot 
of people still get out and serve 
the community.”

Still, other students are mo-
tivated by potential recognition 
at Senior Awards Night: Stu-
dents who complete at least 100 
hours during their high school 
career have this contribution to 
the community acknowledged 
with a red cord on their gradu-
ation cap and a certificate at 
Awards Night. Eighteen per-
cent of the class of 2014 received 
this recognition. 

Other schools require stu-
dents to meet a certain number 
of hours. For instance, Saint 

Francis High School students 
must complete 15 hours each 
in their freshman and junior 
years, and 10 hours in their 
sophomore and senior years.

“The requirement helps me 
put aside time for [volunteer-
ing],” said Saint Francis junior 
Vrinda Vasavada. “People 
who initially don’t want to do 
service because they think it’s 
boring or time consuming [usu-
ally] end up feeling really good 
about the aid [they’re giving] 
and actually enjoy it.”

Though it might boost stu-
dent participation, the service 
requirement is not given at 
Saratoga High for a deliberate 
reason, said College and Career 
Center (CCC) coordinator Bon-
nie Sheikh. The school wants 
only those genuinely interested 
in volunteering to do so.

“We really feel strongly that 
[volunteering] should come 
from pure motivation and a de-
sire to help others, not because 
it [benefits] you,” Sheikh said.

Even so, the school believes 
volunteering is an important 
aspect of high school, one that 
students should participate in. 

“Even for adults, a great way 
to find a job is through volun-
teering because you make con-

nections; you build skills, you 
show commitment to some-
thing,” Sheikh said.

As part of the school’s goal 
to encourage community ser-
vice, Sheikh tracks volunteering 
opportunities and publicizes 
them on the school website and 
the morning announcements. 
She also compiles a binder in 
the office for students to find 
volunteering opportunities that 
are categorized by different in-
terests. This information can 
also be found in the CCC.

Sheikh said that student 
volunteers often say they “got 
so much more back than they 
gave.” 

Agrawal agrees, saying each 
student has the ability to help 
solve issues in society. 

“It’s easy to think, in the 
grand scheme of things, that 
poverty and hunger aren’t 
things I can really help out with, 
but everyone has the power to 
do something,” he said. “Even 
on a small scale, you’re still im-
pacting a lot of people.” u

BY NidhiJain
& IsabelleTseng

Volunteering: fulfillment beyond hours

How clubs at other schools model success
BY KatherineSun
& StefanieTing

While the school boasts an array of 
more than 50 clubs, ranging from Ameri-
can Sign Language club to Marine Biolo-
gy club, most have around only 15 mem-
bers. Considering this small number, it is 
safe to wonder: What do clubs look like 
at other schools, and how can we learn 
from them?

Harker DECA: The essence of ambition
Dressed in pristine suits, Harker stu-

dents pose in front of the camera and 
smile as they form a square symbol with 
their hands. They are in Anaheim for the 
Distributive Education Clubs of Ameri-
ca (DECA) Club’s Career Development 
Conference (CDC).

Although the group is composed of 
90 students, the massive gathering does 
not nearly encompass all of the club’s 
370 members — one third of Harker’s 
student body. Compare this to Saratoga 
High’s DECA club, which was cut by 
activities director Rebeca Marshburn 
this year because it 
lacked an adviser.

Harker DECA 
attracts students 
who are interested 
in the business and 
entrepreneurship 
fields. With 125 ac-
tive members, it is 
Harker’s largest 
club and boasts a 
campus presence 
unlike that of any 
club at SHS.

“Everyone [in Harker] knows about 
our club, and most respect what we do,” 
said Harker DECA member sophomore 
Alex Mo.

Students begin working on their proj-
ects for the club from the beginning of 
the school year to competition season, 
which starts in January. Because lunches 
at Harker last around 45 minutes, Harker 
DECA helps students through the long 
competition process with optional study 
sessions. The club holds two study ses-
sions after school each week and a study 
session every other weekend.

Unlike Harker’s DECA club, SHS’s 

DECA had difficulty staying active due 
to various factors, which includes failing 
to find a coach willing to help members 
attend and prepare for DECA competi-
tions.

Wilcox Interact: Service with a purpose
At the Fall Leadership Conference 

(FLC) on Sept. 28, SHS students were not 
the only Area 11 “Exhilarating Eagles” to 
take flight. One hundred and forty Wil-
cox Interact members showed their spir-
it as well, outnumbering SHS by 95 stu-
dents and showing their large presence.

“Every Wilcox student has heard 
about Interact, and most have partici-
pated in at least one event,” said junior 
Amy Matteson, Wilcox Interact’s secre-
tary.

When Wilcox Interact participates in 
service activities, a solid 30 people al-
ways volunteer, and an additional 20 to 
40 students may attend. In comparison, 
five to 10 SHS students usually attend.

Saratoga’s Interact club serves as an 
opportunity for students to connect 
with each other. Junior Felicia Hung, 

vice president of 
the club, says that 
while SHS Interact 
does have cliques, 
the members are 
working to resolve 
this issue.

“The officers are 
closer, but mem-
bers don’t really 
go out of their way 
to meet new peo-
ple. It’s just little 

cliques inside classrooms, which is bad,” 
Hung said. “But we are working to bring 
everyone together and it’s working.”

To others, the club culture varies.  
SHS sophomore Eric Wang feels that the 
club is a tight-knit community with an 
inviting atmosphere.

“Because [California’s] district of In-
teract is the largest, I’ve gotten to learn 
a lot about this club and meet countless 
new people,” Wang said. “To me, Inter-
act is family.”

Milpitas UNICEF: Beyond numbers
Despite having only 10 members, Mil-

pitas UNICEF has accomplished more 

than most SHS clubs through a commit-
ted officer board and efficient meetings.

By working with UNICEF clubs from 
more than 12 other schools in the Bay 
Area, the 10-member organization has 
managed to raise more money in one 
fundraiser than most clubs at Saratoga 
raise in one year.

These fundraisers culminate with the 
club’s annual Snowflake Ball. According 
to Truong, the ball raised over $2,200 for 
their cause, Strength For Syria, which 
will help those affected by the war in 
that country.

The success from this collaboration 
may serve as an example of how Sara-
toga High can still work with its smaller 
population to produce more meaningful 
clubs. In fact, SHS Unicef has already 
begun to work with other schools. Ac-
cording to its president, sophomore Na-
man Sajwan, the schools have grouped 
together to create flyers for joint events 
and to discuss ideas for future collabora-

tive fundraisers, including a ball similar 
to the Snowflake Ball.

What lessons can we learn?
While esteemed for quality academ-

ics, certain areas of Saratoga High’s club 
culture fall short of the vibrant atmo-
sphere apparent at certain schools. Part 
of this stems from the schools’ sheer 
numbers, and another part lies in stu-
dents’ dedication to their organizations.

Yet even if SHS students are unable to 
invest as much time in their clubs, they 
can still look to the influence of clubs at 
other schools for inspiration. The mem-
bers of successful organizations have 
taken approaches ranging from the 
guidance of upperclassman to the coor-
dination of activities with other schools. 
With more commitment, structure and 
purpose, SHS clubs might too find them-
selves frequently posting photos, with 
dozens of students in matching T-shirts 
and grinning with pride. u

Courtesy of NIHAR AGRAWAL

Juniors Nicholas Lai and Nihar Agrawal volunteer at the organization 
Our City Forest by weeding plants during the summer of 2012.

Top Left: Harker DECA’s presi-
dent, senior Savi Joshi, and 
sophomore Chris Hailey show-
case the DECA logo at the State 
Career Development Conference.

Top: The dance group Puzzles 
from Independence High 
performs Hozier’s “Take Me to 
Church” at the Snowflake Ball.

Left: Members of the Wilcox 
Interact club sell Wingstop 
chicken to fundraise for their 
projects “Home Sweet Home” 
and “Open Hearts Open Arms.”

Courtesy of SAVI JOSHI Courtesy of KYLE FANN

Courtesy of ASHLEY WONG“Like any business or 
organization, it’s important 
to establish a foundation.”

Harker sophomore Alex Mo

14 FEATURES May 1, 2015 saratogafalcon
THE

Señor chose teaching over chemistry and never looked back

“Wakey wakey,” says Señor Arnaldo 
Rodriguex to his sixth-period Spanish 5 
AP class of 20 tired students, some still 
trudging into the classroom after lunch. 
His eyes flicker around the room, admir-
ing the photos from trips with his stu-
dents around the world — from salsa 
dancing in Mexico to flamenco dancing 
in Spain.

When he looks back on his more than 
four decades of teaching, Rodriguex 
knows that he has loved almost all of it. 
In college, he defied his father’s expecta-
tions when he decided to go into teach-
ing rather than become a chemist. 

Growing up in the countryside in his 
native Costa Rica, Rodriguex enjoyed a 
happy childhood. The second oldest of 
five children, he always had compan-
ions to play with. 

“We were always climbing trees, 
swimming in rivers, taking hikes 
through the mountains and stealing or-
anges,” Rodriguex said.

Sometimes, when his father, a pilot, 
received a break from work, the family 
headed to the beach or hunted snakes — 
one of his father’s favorite hobbies.

One of these snake hunts was partic-
ularly memorable: an enormous snake 
coiled around his father’s legs, and Ro-
driguex could only watch helplessly as 
the frightening scene unfolded. 

“My uncle and I panicked, and we 
were both hanging from my dad’s 
arms,” Rodriguex said. “He was try-
ing to throw us off because he needed 

his hands to be able to catch the snake, 
but we wouldn’t let go [and] just kept 
screaming and screaming.”

Eventually, his dad was able to free 
his hands, capture the snake and skin it 
later.

But Rodriguex’s childhood wasn’t all 
fun and games. He was a serious student, 
showing talent in teaching. Armed with 
a chalkboard 
and notes, 
R o d r i g u e x 
o r g a n i z e d 
study dates 
at his house 
with his 
friends and 
led group 
discussions.

In his se-
nior year, 
R o d r i g u e x 
seized an 
opportunity 
to be a high 
school exchange student at Lakewood 
High School near Los Angeles. His 
choice to go stemmed from a memorable 
childhood experience when he went to 
Disneyland.

“Coming from Costa Rica, I was so 
impacted by [Disneyland] that I believed 
that it was real,” Rodriguex said.

After staying in the U.S. as an ex-
change student for a semester, Ro-
driguex decided to finish his senior year 
in the U.S. 

He then applied to several colleges, 
including UCLA, before deciding to live 

with his aunt in San Jose and attend San 
Jose State University.

His father wanted Rodriguex to even-
tually go back to Costa Rica and get a job 
in industrial chemistry, manufacturing 
products like pesticides and soaps.

Even though he enjoyed chemistry, 
Rodriguex admits that he never really 
felt a calling for the scientific field.

“[Chem-
istry] was 
[my father’s] 
vision,” Ro-
driguex said, 
“but it was 
not mine.”

At the end 
of his sopho-
more year 
in college, 
R o d r i g u e x 
decided to 
pursue a 
career in 
educat ion . 

After he completed a class presentation 
on Spanish morphology and syntax, his 
professor was so impressed by the way 
Rodriguex lectured the students that she 
took him aside and asked if he had ever 
considered becoming a teacher.

“She awoke the sleeping teacher in 
me,” Rodriguex said. 

He then majored in Spanish Linguis-
tics and minored in English. Even though 
his father was initially skeptical, he de-
cided to let his son pursue his passion. 
The decision turned out to be a fateful 
one: Once on the path, Rodriguex never 

looked back. As of now, Rodriguex has 
been a Spanish teacher at the Los Gatos - 
Saratoga Union High School District for 
more than 40 years.

Since students often struggle with 
Spanish, Rodriguex attempts to present 
the language and culture by exposing 
them to real-life situations and traveling.

“Ever since I started teaching, I have 
never failed to take the kids to some 
place,” Rodriguex said. 

His students have gone to Mexico, 
Costa Rica, Spain, and Russia.

Every trip brings new, funny and 
sometimes even scary experiences.     

Unfortunately,  he said travel is less 
common now for high schoolers.

Before the 2000s, SHS students host-
ed many foreign exchange students 
each year; their number has rapidly de-
creased in the last decade.

“It’s a shame because traveling is a 
way [to] learn,” Rodriguex said. “It’s a 
way [to]  cultivate friendships.”

Rodriguex still takes his students 
yearly to Cuernavaca, Mexico, to learn 
at the Bachillerato Internacional Univer-
sitario and stay with families there for 
a week. He has also arranged for Cu-
ernavaca teens to come to Saratoga as 
exchange students and experience life 
here. 

Rodriguex said he has treasured ev-
ery second of his career and hopes to 
continue it as long as possible.

“I could have retired already, but I’m 
still teaching because I still enjoy what I 
do,” Rodriguex said. “I enjoy seeing the 
progress students make.” u

BY OksanaTrifonova

With a gleam in his eye, history teach-
er Kirk Abe fanatically waves his drum 
sticks as a pointer for his lecture about 
Industrialism’s impact on European 
countries.

While being a history teacher may be 
Abe’s primary job, he spends most of 
the remaining time with his family and 
music.

He is a drummer in two jazz bands, 
the Footnotes, which has about 15 mem-
bers, and LARK (an acronym for the 
band members’ names), a quintet (for-
merly a quartet). He also fills in as a free-
lance drummer for other bands.

Since his youth, Abe has played the 
drums. Popular rock bands like Rush 
were part of the rock music trend during 
Abe’s teen years, and they influenced 
him to become a musician. He transi-
tioned to playing the drums in jazz mu-
sic and now practices anywhere from 
half an hour to an hour most days. 

“[Music] allows people to express 
themselves in a different way,” Abe said. 
“It allows for experimentation.”

As of now, Abe is content playing in 
the two separate bands. 

The Footnotes and LARK rehearse 
once a week. LARK performs about 

once a month at places like cafes, and 
the Footnotes perform whenever they 
are hired.

Abe said that their music is intended 
for people of all ages. He enjoys playing 
in these bands because the pieces they 
select are distinctive.

“There’s a standard repertoire of 
songs that jazz bands play,” Abe said, 
“but we try to choose ones that are not 
played a lot.”

As a freelance jazz drummer, Abe can 
fill in missing drummer spots within all 
bands. He said that it is common for jazz 
musicians to freelance. 

Musicians can also play jam sessions 
in public places such as restaurants. At 
one of those jam sessions, Abe met Jeff 
Ballard, one of the top jazz drummers in 
the world.

“It was like playing in a basketball 
game and [hearing], ‘Steph Curry’s here, 
and he’s going to be playing in the pick-
up game,’” Abe said. “I totally froze up.”

From these experiences, Abe has 
gained respect for all musicians. He 
even helps the jazz bands at Saratoga 
High School by sharing his experiences 
from gigs and giving advice on what to 
look for in songs.

“I have appreciation for students who 
are in the music program,” Abe said. 
“And I definitely have appreciation for 

all the hard work the music teachers here 
in our music program devote to music.”

His love for music extends into the 
classroom, as shown through his musi-
cal references during his lectures. In his 
World History class, while teaching Im-
perialism, Abe uses music to tell about 
history. 

Looking back, Abe believes he has 
found a balance between teaching and 
music. He encourages student musicians 
to continue playing music as adults, 
even if it is simply a hobby.

“Later, you’ll be able to play and have 
fun,” Abe said. “There would be an emp-
ty space [in my life] without jazz.” u

Abe moonlights as a jazz band drummer
BY ApoorvKwatra
& TrevorLeung

History teacher Kirk Abe plays the drums before a gig on Dana Street in Mountain View.
Courtesy of KIRK ABE

“

”

I could have retired 
already, but I’m still 
teaching because I still 
enjoy what I do. 

teacher Arnaldo Rodriguex
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Senior Steven Sum ran a per-
sonal best in the two-mile 

event with  a time of 8 minutes 56 
seconds during the Arcadia Invi-
tational on April 11. The meet at-
tracts the top national high school 
runners. “I was proud of my-
self because breaking 9:00 had 
been my goal,” Sum said.  “It’s 
nice that all the work that I put 
in for four years pay off.”

TheStats
wins in a row

The boys’ volleyball team has 
been currently on a six game  

winning streak while staying  
undefeated in the El Camino 
League. “Last year we were just 
one game away [from CCS],” 
junior Aakash Thumaty said. 
“This year our team is ready to 
come back stronger and finish 
high and head to CCS.” 

minutes, two 
miles9

WHO’S HOT

Success on the court

The boys’ tennis team has a 
record of 11-1. The boys have 

won the De Anza League for the 
second consecutive year. “At this 
point, our goal is to hopefully 
go even further than last year 
at CCS,” senior Neel Bedekar 
said. 

Softball struggles in 
leagues after hot start

The softball team, after starting 
off the preseason strong, has 

been struggling in recent weeks 
and now has a record of 1-6. 
“Our goal at this point is to 
win every game to just put 
us back into a spot where we 
can achieve CCS contention,” 
junior Savannah Green said. 

WHO’S NOT

TheRANKINGS
1 = Boys’ Tennis (11-1)

2 = Boys’ Golf (10-2)

3 ^ Boys’ Volleyball (6-0)

4 ^ Boys’ Baseball (12-10)

5 ^ Girls’ Lacrosse (5-6)

6 = Badminton (2-4)

7 = Girls’ Track (1-4)

8 = Softball (1-5)

9 v Boys’ Lacrosse (1-7)

10 v Boys’ Track (0-5)

11 v Boys’ Swimming (0-4)

12 v Girls’ Swimming (0-4)

and curbed his swimming conditioning. 
Connected to a rectangular device by 
the fingers, Xie swam with this common 
known contraption called a paddle that 
prevents him from using his legs to move. 
A week later, Xie returned to his regular 
conditioning. 

Another setback loomed over him in 
the beginning of the season. Due to the 
schools’ transfer restrictions, Xie was un-
able to compete for the school team at 
first. After sorting out the legal hurdles, 
Xie, free from limitations, is now swim-
ming for the Falcon team and ready to fo-
cus on accomplishing his goal. 

How good is Xie? His current times 
qualify for U.S.A. Swimming’s U.S. Open, 
a meet one level less competitive than the 
U.S. Olympic Trials, and the Summer Ju-
nior National Championships, a national 
level meet for swimmers 18 and under. 
Both of these meets require a much faster 
time cut than the CCS championships. 

The CCS championships are held in 
short-course yards, with one lap totaling 
25 yards. In China, the pools’ courses are 
only held in long-course meters or short-
course meters, where one lap measures 50 
meters or 25 me-
ters, respectively.

Despite this 
disparity, Xie 
adapted quickly 
and swam in 
a short-course 
yards pool at 
the Speedo Sec-
tionals Champi-
onships held in 
Austin, Texas, 
from Feb. 25-28. 
Racing alongside 
athletes whose average age ranged from 
18 to 40, he posted times that would have 
placed him either first or second in the 
majority of his events in last year’s CCS. 

For the 100-yard freestyle, last year’s 
first-place winner swam a time of 45.22, 
while Xie’s fastest time is 44.99. In his 
best event, the 200 Individual Medley, 
Xie would have placed second, the win-
ner swimming a 1:44.90 while he has a 
1:48.27. 

Unsurprisingly, Xie was not the first 
athlete in his family. His mother is a swim 
coach who trained the silver medalist 

Zhang Lin in the 400-meter freestyle in 
the 2008 Beijing Olympics, while his fa-
ther is a weightlifting coach for the Chi-
nese National Team. 

With the encouragement of his par-
ents, Xie embarked on his competitive 
swimming career at 10. 

In 2010, Xie 
transitioned to a 
vigorous program 
at Yuying High 
School, where 
he trained under 
China’s National 
Team’s coach, Wu-
gang. 

During that 
year, Xie swam in 
the Water Cube, 
the swimming 
venue of the 2008 

Beijing Olympic games, five days a week. 
Ever since Xie has moved to Saratoga, 

he has learned to adjust to the new envi-
ronment and practices. 

Although Xie took English classes in 
China, they were not sufficient. The lan-
guage barrier has made communication 
and comprehension difficult in classes for 
Xie. In casual settings, Xie can success-
fully continue conversation with a few 
stumbles and pauses.

As each day progresses, Xie is slowly 
improving his English and adapting to 
the different lifestyle here. 

Living with the host family of junior 
Jennifer Poo, Xie is still far from his close 
friends and family back at home. 

“Since my family is in China, I am 
forced to take care of myself,” Xie said. “I 
miss my home and my friends there.” 

Upon arriving to Saratoga, Xie enrolled 
in PEAK Swimming, a competitive swim 
program based in many Bay Area high 
schools. He swims 15 and a half hours 
a week, with early  morning swim prac-
tices on Monday, Thursday and Saturday. 
PEAK Swimming head coach Abi Liu has 
already seen great potential in Xie. 

Liu said Xie’s work ethic is admirable, 
allowing him to persevere through the 
practices that are “not just physically chal-
lenging, but also requiring lots of think-
ing, mind setting, and mental toughness.” 

Despite all his accomplishments, Xie 
has remained humble and considerate. 

“I have not yet heard him complain 
no matter how hard the workouts were,” 
Liu said. “He is a respectful and kind 
person and does not let his success in the 
pool change the way he treats the people 
around him.”

As they relentlessly work toward ac-
complishing his goals, which encompass-
es swimming in college but not profes-
sionally, Liu is optimistic for Xie’s future.

“We have set short-term and long-term 
goals, and he is taking steps working to-
wards them each day,” Liu said. “I am 
confident [Xie] will reach his goal[s].” u

Freshman Priya Chaganti sprinted 
toward her waiting teammate at the De 
Anza Invitational on March 13, ready to 
hand off the baton. Chaganti, who ran 
the second leg of the race, then waited 
anxiously until her last 4x100 relay team 
member, sophomore Hayley Williamson, 
crossed the finish line.

The numbers stared back at Chaganti 
— 54 seconds. The relay team had set a 
JV meet record, and a huge grin stretched 
across her face. 

She knew she had found the right 
sport, or at least one of them. In addi-
tion to running JV girls’ track, Chaganti 
played center-mid for JV field hockey and 
center defender for JV soccer. 

As a JV soccer captain, a field hockey 
JV competitor who was moved up to var-
sity for CCS and a sprinter, Chaganti be-
lieves she has a good chance of making 
varsity in her sports next year.

“I will really try to improve my times 
[for track],” Chaganti said. “For soccer, 
I’ve assisted quite a few goals, and since 
I play three sports, I’m always in shape.”

Like Chaganti, many JV players have 
stood out this past year in their respective 
sports, and most believe they can com-

pete at the varsity level next year.
In JV boys’ track, freshman Jaijit Singh 

is one such varsity hopeful. Singh, now 
a JV sprinter, initially hated track when 
he tried it in sixth grade, but he was per-
suaded by his parents to try it again this 
year in high school. At first, he joined the 
sport to get out of PE, but soon found he 
had potential.

Referring to his speed and mentality, 
Singh said, “I’ve been blessed by good ge-
netics, and I also try to tell myself, ‘Noth-
ing that’s worth having is easy.’”

Singh holds a personal record of 54 
seconds for the 400m, which he got at a 
Homestead meet on March 17. He chose 
the 400m as his main event because he 
could not jump, was afraid to hurdle and 
tired easily from long distances.

Another current JV player who sees 
hard work as the main path to getting on 
varsity is sophomore soccer player Na-
man Sajwan. 

Sajwan began playing soccer at the age 
of five, prompted heavily by his mother’s 
request. 

“It didn’t take long for me to fall in 
love with the sport,” Sajwan said. “Not 
only do I see it as a extracurricular [with 
my friends], but I see it as a useful way to 
express myself outside of school.”

The JV soccer team fared much better 
than last season, during which the team 
did not win one game. With a new coach 
and freshmen players, the team placed 
third in the De Anza League. 

Sajwan, who plays mid, believes the 
past season has helped motivate him to 
keep training during the summer and go 
on frequent runs.

Besides playing club soccer, which he 
says “grows [his] vision for the game,” 
Sajwan has coached at the American 
Youth Soccer Organization since fall of 
last year. He helps set up drills, provides 
his own drills and advice and gives indi-
vidual coaching to the members.

“Coaching on AYSO has been one of 
the most brilliant experiences of my own 
life,” Sajwan said. “As a coach, I don’t just 
want to nurture the boys’ soccer skills but 
their overall character as well.”

Though JV sports may not get as much 
attention, many of these players, who 
plan to work hard and continue to play 
in their spare time, have the same passion 
and potential for their games. 

“I [liked] being on JV because it’s less 
pressure,” Chaganti said. “You have 
more time to work on your technique and 
times. But [my] end goal would still be to 
get on varsity in all three sports.” u

XIE
continued from pg. 1

JV players primed for varsity teams in ’15-’16
BY CaitlinJu

Junior Jack Xie swims in the 200-meter individual medley during a Chinese meet in 2012.
Courtesy of JACK XIE

My short-term goal is 
to win CCS. In order to do 
that, I need to cut some 
basketball time off. 

“

”
junior Jack Xie
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1965
Taught Digital 
Electronics  at 
University of 
Illinois.

1963
Worked in the 
Experimental 
Surgery room 

at Iowa 
Unversity.

1950

19551945 1950 1960 1970

1947
1951

1956

Attended 
University 
of Illinois  

Completed a 
test system for 
the computer 

memory.  

1965

Used the 
ILLIAC 
computer to 
complete 
MD  and 
PhD theses. 

2014
Began teaching 
at the Intro to 
Engineering 
class at SHS.

2010

2013
Started advising 

with the Robotics 
team at SHS.

1947 1956
Mobile 

phones first 
invented 

Ampex 
Corporation 
created the 

videotape 
recorder   

The first fully 
transistorized 
television by 
Sony is released.

1960 1968
Douglas 
Engelbart 
invents the 
first mouse. 

2015

2007

Through the years:
and the growth of technology
Tracing the career of Gene Leichner   

The first 
iPhone is 
released.

BY ArielLiu
& VibhaSeshadri

The signs of wealth are everywhere 
in Saratoga. In the back parking lot, it’s 
not unusual to see three or four Teslas, 
parents waiting patiently for their kids 
to finish school. It seems that virtually 
every student has an iPhone 6 or the 
equivalent. College counselors who cost 
thousands of dollars and well-paid tu-
tors are the norm for many students.

As adults from previous genera-
tions have achieved financial success, 
their children have reaped the benefits 
of a relatively leisurely life. Especially 
in cities like Saratoga, children’s access 
to numerous comforts, such as luxury 
cars, tutors and entertainment, calls into 
question whether this generation can 
easily have a grasp of financial reality.

The younger generation
Andrew Kohut from Pew Research 

Center states that two in three respon-
dents of a national research survey think 
the younger generation would be less 
financially successful than their parents. 

However, most respondents from de-
veloping countries think their children 
would be “better off” than their parents 
because of the direction of their emerg-
ing economies. 

The younger generation in wealthy 
communities like Saratoga faces a dif-
ferent kind of obstacle: dependence. As 

observed by the multitude of European 
cars and plethora of fancy gadgets seen 
around school, many students rely on 
their parents’ financial success. As a re-
sult, many students are harshly shaken 
to reality upon leaving home, and placed 
in situations where they need to rethink 
their financial situation.

The path to monetary stability 
Many Saratoga parents are immi-

grants who had to overcome many ob-
stacles to provide their children with the 
luxuries they have today.

Sophomore Jessy Liu’s mom, who 
came from a middle-class 
family in China, worked 
hard to obtain an archi-
tecture degree there; 
however, upon ar-
riving in the Unit-
ed States, she re-
enrolled in school 
and obtained an 
accounting de-
gree, which she felt 
would allow her to 
have a more stable 
lifestyle. 

Liu’s mother felt it 
her responsibility to provide fi-
nancial stability for her family, 
and thus her priority changed from 
focusing on her own future to focusing 
on her children’s futures. 

“She doesn’t regret any of her deci-

sions, but would still love to take the 
time to pursue architecture again if she 
ever gets the chance,” Liu said.

Liu attributes her mother’s success 
to her hard work. At the same time, she 
feels that her access to exceptional re-
sources as a result of her mother’s hard 
work may deter her from achieving her 
own financial success because she has 
become accustomed to obtaining what 
she needs at ease. 

“I can reach for higher goals and still 
have something to fall back on,” she 
said. 

Transition to financial independence 
For many students who have been 

supported financially by their par-
ents for their whole lives, the 

transition to self-sustainment 
can be challenging. 

Class of 2014 alumnus 
Cristina Curcelli is one such 
student. Her parents agreed 

to support her through col-
lege years at Dartmouth, 
but after that, she is on her 
own.

“I see college as the 
perfect time for a transi-

tion from reliant to indepen-
dent, because I’ve essentially been 

given four years — largely funded by 
my school — to learn,” she said. “Part 
of that learning is figuring out how I’m 
going to support myself in the future.”

Curcelli has started her path toward 
financial independence by taking vari-
ous jobs at school. She is on a work-
study program at Dartmouth, which al-
lows her to work an off campus job as a 
way of paying off an some of her tuition.

Last term, she worked four to six 
hours a week at America Reads, a cam-
paign to ensure literacy for all children. 
This term, she is working at her school’s 
spirituality center 12 to 14 hours a week.

Likewise, senior Anna Sabel, who 
will be attending Brown University next 
fall, plans on working this summer at a 
local coffee or bagel shop.

Before heading to college, Sabel wants 
to understand what being “financially 
responsible” entails, so that she will be 
more aware of her spending habits in 
college.

“I think the hardest part about moni-
toring spending in college is that you 
have so much freedom to [spend mon-
ey], and it’s often hard to find a limit,” 
Sabel said. “I know that if I’m spending 
my own money, I’ll get a better sense of 
when enough is and feel more respon-
sible for my spending.”

Sabel plans on majoring in computer 
science. Although she knows that this 
major often leads to a substantial in-
come, she believes that the happiness 
she will obtain is more rewarding. 

“So long as I have a job in the Comp-
Sci field, I will be happy, whether or not I 
make a huge salary,” Sabel said. u

Parents’ success sets high expectations for teens

GRAPHIC BY MAYA PRASAD

As students are challenged with the 
task of making a car that can travel the 
quickest in the class, Gene Leichner 
wanders the classroom contributing his 
priceless insight to the students who 
have found themselves with a glitch 
in their car. He leans over one car that 
only travels in circles, tinkering with the 
gears. “Have you tried loosening this 
gear?” he asks the student engineer who 
constructed it. 

Leichner works as a volunteer assis-
tant teacher for engineering and math 
teacher Audrey Warmuth in the Intro to 
Engineering class. Each day, he observes 
students and answers their questions. 
Outside of class, he helps Warmuth and 
engineering teacher Matt Welander de-
velop class exercises and projects. 

“He offers some real insight,” said 
Warmuth. “He lends a feeling of authori-
ty [...] that reflects on the subject matter.”

Leichner began working with War-
muth last year, but before helping out 
in the classroom, he aided the robotics 
team. However, once he saw the engi-
neering posters go up on the classroom 
walls and the projects begin to clutter 
the room, he couldn’t resist checking out 
the engineering class.

“I took a chance,” Leichner said. “I 
told [Warmuth] what I had seen, and I 
said, ‘Would you like somebody to help 
you do that?’ Now that’s crazy; [imag-
ine,] out of the blue, somebody says ‘Let 

me come help you.’ I mean, you [had to] 
be nuts. [But] she said yes.”  

However, Leichner isn’t just any in-
terested passerby. Leichner brings with 
him years of experience in the field of 
engineering, having worked for multiple 
projects and companies. Before launch-
ing into his background experience, fin-
gernail tapping the rough wooden table 
for emphasis, he warned, “Many things 
I’m going to tell you will seem like they 
were [from] the Dark Ages, [but] they 
weren’t dark to us; we thought we were 
right on the edge of things.” 

As it turns out, he had meant the 
computer.

Leichner went to the University of 
Illinois in 1947 as an undergraduate in 
Electrical Engineering. He worked on 

computers that consisted of thousands 
of vacuum tube. Once in the field, he 
made the transition to the new innova-
tion in computers: transistors. 

His next step was to take up a teach-
ing position at the University of Illinois. 
After nine years, he was an associ-
ate professor with tenure despite only 
working part-time, spending the other 
half consulting and doing research. 

“I thought this was the right thing to 
do because I thought if you were actu-
ally working in the field, you would do 
a better job of teaching because you’d be 
more practical in the way you think, and 
I still believe that,” Leichner said.

Throughout his teaching career, 
Leichner strove to follow a policy of 
challenge and self-discovery.

“[My students] did something that 
they didn’t think they could do,” Leich-
ner said. “And, that [is] one of the most 
motivating things that you can have 
happen.”

In 1967, Leichner decided to come to 
California, where he worked for the Ra-
dio Corporation of America (RCA) and 
then at an engineering consulting firm 
in Palo Alto before starting his own con-
sulting firm. Ten years later, he retired. 

After retirement, Leichner continued 
to work for free for a former coworker 
in data communication. Eventually, he 
began to feel the need to do more com-
munity-oriented work.

 “So I volunteered at a [public char-
ter] school down in central San Jose 
called Downtown College Prep (DCP),” 
Leichner said. 

Seven years later, Leichner burned 
out. It was at this point that he joined the 
SHS staff. Warmuth, for whom Leichner 
has nothing but praise, did not doubt ac-
cepting him for a second. 

“[Warmuth]’s an amazing woman,” 
Leichner said. “ [When] you get to know 
[people], you see some that are not con-
fident about their position, [which often] 
shows by their lashing out at people. 
Never, ever has she done that. ”

He is amazed by his students’ eager-
ness to learn and their strong work ethic. 
Leichner is aware of the stress many stu-
dents face.

“I know that this doesn’t come free,” 
Leichner said. “But it sure is nice to deal 
with such people.” u

BY SummerSmith
& KellyXiao

Engineering assistant lends past experiences to class  

GRAPHIC BY RACHEL ZHANG

Seniors Kimberly Zai and Ranjini Nagaraj show Gene Leichner their finished machine. 
FALCON // EILEEN TOH
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A rebuilt Falcon team has been bat-
tling adversity ever since the league 
season began. With so many new play-
ers, they have managed to overcome an 
early losing streak and win most of their 
recent games, putting them in a position 
to win playoff games against top teams.

As of April 24, the team’s record was 
12-10 overall. League playoffs begin in 
early May. 

On April 17, the team clinched a cru-
cial 2-1 win against Mountain View in an 
away game. Having defeated the 
Spartans 5-3 two days earlier, the 
Falcons were eager to complete the 
series sweep. 

The games against the Spartans 
aroused “high emotions through-
out the week with many instances 
of aggression from both sides,” 
said senior infielder Billy Vithan-
age. Even though the second game 
nearly ended in blows, the Falcons 
were able to take the high road and 
walk away with their wins.

During Spring Break, the Fal-
cons competed in the Crown Clas-
sic Tournament at Valley Christian, 
which pits teams from different leagues 
against each other. The Falcons placed 
third, one of the highest standings they 
have achieved in the past couple years. 

The week-long tournament began on 
April 6 with a 6-5 win over Leigh. They 
made a miraculous comeback from a 
5-1 deficit, and put up four runs in the 
seventh and one run in the eighth with 
timely hitting and baserunning from 
junior right fielder Michael Schillage, 
stealing the win.

The Falcons played San Benito two 

days later, losing 6-1 in 10 innings. Ac-
cording to junior infielder Jackson Wil-
liams, they left too many runners on 
base early in the game and made base-
running mistakes. In extra innings, the 
Haybalers had a rally that secured the 
win. 

On April 11, the Falcons faced Wilcox 
in a battle for third place in the tourna-
ment. A few weeks earlier, the team was 
swept by the Chargers in two league 
games. However, during the tourna-
ment, the Falcons won 5-3 behind strong 
pitching from senior Evan Lindeman. 

On April 3, an action-packed game 
unfolded against powerhouse Palo Alto. 
Last season, the Falcons and Vikings 
vied for the league title, and Saratoga 
managed to take the championship. 

In this game, the Vikings had a chance 
to win in the bottom of the seventh, with 
the score tied at 4-4. With one out and a 
runner on third, the Vikings had an op-
portunity to snatch the game from the 
Falcons’claws. However, a grounder was 
hit to freshman second baseman Robert 
Scott, who threw to senior catcher Adin 
Roskoph to record the out at the plate. 

In the top of the eighth, Saratoga led 
5-4 on senior infielder Joey Medeiros’s 
RBI single. But again, Palo Alto tied the 
score at the bottom of the eighth, forcing 
another extra inning. 

In the end, Roskoph hit a game-win-
ning double to left field in the top of the 
ninth to knock in a runner from second. 
Junior pitcher Ryan Casini also had a 
pair of hits for Saratoga, ending the dif-
ficult first half of the ninth.

Hearts pounded in the bottom of the 
ninth as the Falcons clung desperately to 
a one-run lead. Viking Justin Hull led off 

for Palo Alto with a double, and his 
teammate Jack Andrews followed 
with a single to right field.

Suddenly, all was quiet as Casini 
composed himself on the mound. 
Throwing three magnificent strikes 
against Viking Ben Cleasby, Casini 
shut down Palo Alto by throwing 
out a runner at first on a safety 
squeeze in which the runner at third 
held. For the third out, he induced 
a ground ball that the Falcons con-
verted into the final out and a win. 

Head coach Adam Varteressian 
leapt to his feet, yelling to his play-

ers as he spread his arms wide apart, 
“Would you have it any other way? 
Would you? You knew this would hap-
pen.” 

As evidenced by this win and the 
team’s success in recent years, the Fal-
cons’  determination and relentless work 
ethic are influenced by Varteressian’s 
competitive and inspiring nature. 

Another example of overcoming ad-
versity occurred after senior outfielder 
Andrew Chen was hit off the helmet 
while batting, suffering a broken nose 
and putting him on the bench. Vithan-

age also endured a dislocated shoul-
der in the week before the Palo Alto 
matchup. With two key players out for 
a few games, sophomore Brian Tatman 
stepped up from JV to fill in for Chen, 
and he has done a lot of good things for 
the team, according to Vithanage.  

“Sometimes we create our own ad-
versity and sometimes it comes in dif-
ferent forms, but our guys have battled 
and really done well in those situations,” 
Varteressian said.

With grins on their faces, the Falcons 
walked away with a 6-5 win, satisfied 
with the feat they had accomplished on 
the Vikings’ territory. 

“I was thinking ‘He’s right; I wouldn’t 
have it any other way,’” Casini said. 
“What’s a baseball game without [any] 
adversity?” u

Senior Avery Gigoux passed the ba-
ton to fellow 4x100m senior runner 
Laura Cummins after finishing the third 
leg against Fremont on April 2. Running 
one of the last meets of her high school 
track career, she watched Cummins race 
down the track with a wistful smile.

The girls’ relay team, which also in-
cluded junior Kylie Stokes and senior 
Puck deRoos, finished second with a 
time of 53.82.

“[For relays], it’s mainly about cre-
ating a foundation,” Gigoux said. “You 
have to be there for each other.”

The girls lost to Fremont 44-83, leav-

ing the team’s league record at 1-4. 
Several athletes took part in the CCS 

Top 8 meet on April 17 hosted at San Jose 
City College. DeRoos placed third in the 
high jump with a height of 5 feet and 
also competed in the 100m hurdles with 
a time of 16.56, while freshman Chloe 
McGhee ran a 16.78. McGhee had a time 
of 49.29 in the 300m hurdles, and Cum-
mins ran a 13:70 in the 100m dash.

For Gigoux, the meet against Fremont 
was her last. Because she “runs funny” 
due to her compartment syndrome, her 
aching shins developed stress fractures. 
After dealing with the pain for three 
weeks, Gigoux got crutches on April 16. 

“When I got put on crutches, I was 
crying,” she said. “Now that the season 

is fully over for me, it’s hard to wrap my 
head around it.”

Even before the injury, this season 
was challenging for her because her shin 
problems prevented her from perform-
ing as well as in previous years. 

Cummins, a fellow sprinter and close 
friend of Gigoux,  says she will miss the 
motivation that she brings to practices.

“Gigoux is the team’s cheerleader,” 
she said. “It broke our hearts knowing 
she couldn’t finish off her last year doing 
what she loves, but she finished strong 
and continues to support us, which 
shows a lot about her personality.”

Like Gigoux, Cummins struggled to 
deal with injuries: her Iliotibial band in 
her knee prevented her from practicing. 

However, she believes that it will fully 
recover by the last couple of meets.

“The coaches have put in so much 
time and effort to help me succeed, and 
I’ll always be grateful,” she said. “Track 
has been my family. It’s been a place to 
relieve stress, have fun with my friends 
and learn to be confident.”

Cummins will be attending UC Berke-
ley this fall, and plans on participating 
in intramural sports. Gigoux plans to 
coach middle schoolers at a club track 
team near her school in Colorado, Front 
Range Junior College.

“Track has helped me develop myself 
in high school,” Gigoux said. “The sport 
has always been there for me and I don’t 
know where I’d be without it.” u

Senior bids fond farewell to final team season

Star long-distance athlete senior An-
drew Harter is approaching the end of 
his high school track career on a high 
note. After setting a personal record 
(PR) of 10:18 in the 3200m at a home 
meet against Fremont on April 2, he 
scored another PR at the CCS Top 8 
meet on April 17 with a time of 4:33 in 
the 1600m race. 

His story of success in the sport, 
however, began with a budding inter-
est in middle school.

Harter began his running career 
in eighth grade when he joined cross 
country to spend more time with his 
friends. He soon realized that he had 
the potential to succeed in this sport. 

“I had never even thought about 
running,” he said. “I just wanted to do 
it as a means of staying in shape.” 

Harter decided to stick with the 
sport, quitting basketball and baseball 
in eighth grade and later soccer in ju-
nior year as well. In freshman 
year, he joined cross country 
and track and continued both 
throughout all four years in 
high school. 

“People here are really dedi-
cated to track,” he said. “It’s 
fun talking with teammates for 
hours on a run.”

Fellow runner senior Steven 
Sum feels that Harter adds “intensity 
and competitiveness that infects the 
rest of the team.”

“[Harter] has inspired me to work 

harder because of his dedication that I 
admire and respect,” Sum said. “He’s 
a great sportsman and a person that I 
strive to emulate.”

Sum has enjoyed watching Harter 
develop as a runner and hopes to keep 

in touch with him after high 
school.

“I’ll miss his sense of humor 
and the sayings that he makes 
with on our distance runs,” Sum 
said. “He’s become one of my 
best friends, and it’s fun going 
to meets with him.”

Many individuals qualified 
for prestigious invitationals. 

Sum passed his previous 3200m school 
record of 9:10 with a new time of 8:56 
at the Arcadia Invitational on April 11 
and also broke the school’s 1600m time 

at Stanford invitational on April 4 with 
a record of 4:13. At the CCS Top 8 meet, 
Harter placed 23rd in the 1600m.

Harter had a rough start this season 
after popping his hip at the end of the 
CIF state cross country meet in Novem-
ber. In spite of the injury, the season is 
going well for him; many of his team-
mates also made CCS and are getting 
personal records. But despite successes 
on the part of the distance runners, the 
boys’ team has a record of 0-5 so far.

Harter plans to run track and cross 
country at Carnegie Mellon, the school 
he will attend starting this fall. 

“I’m definitely going to miss the 
guys on the team,” he said. “We’re all 
going to different colleges so not being 
able to see them is definitely something 
I’m going to miss the most.” u

BY KarissaDong
& AmiNachiappan

Graduating sprinters reflect on past four years of track
BY KarissaDong
& AmiNachiappan

BOYS’ TRACK

GIRLS’ TRACK

BASEBALL

Team battles adversity to finish strong in league

Senior Billy Vithanage eyes the ball to 
swing against Los Altos on April 22.

Harter

“Sometimes we create our 
own adversity and sometimes it 
comes in different forms, but our 
guys have battled and really done 
well in those situations.”

coach Adam Varteressian

BY AllisonLin

Courtesy of NOW AND FOREVER STUDIOS
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After losses to Gunn 20-10 on April 
14 and Monta Vista 23-7 on April 21, the 
badminton team is looking to learn from 
its mistakes and improve for the next 
games to come. 

“So far, we’ve played every team in 
our league once,” assistant coach Chris 
Do said. “In the second half of the sea-
son, we’re hoping to improve our record 
by learning from our past games and re-
member what we did right.” 

During the season, the lineup had 
to compensate for injuries to key play-
ers such as boys’ No. 1 doubles player 
senior Max Chang, No. 2 boys’ doubles 
player sophomore Josh Li and No. 2 
girls’ doubles player junior Mena Wang. 
Consequently, the team lost many key 
matches within the first half of the sea-
son.  

“As a team I thought we played pret-
ty well,” junior Michael Owyang, one of 
the team’s co-captains, said. “There were 
a lot of close matches that we could’ve 
won, and we’ll improve [our mistakes] 
when we play them again at home.” 

Do said that although the team had 
a strong lineup, he believes many of the 
players had an “off day” and “weren’t 
putting out the quality performance 
that they do during practice and other 
games.” 

Mixed doubles No. 1 faced a similar 
situation; the pair of Owyang and soph-
omore Spring Ma lost for the first time 
during league play this season. Owyang 
anticipates playing the Titans again, as 
the Falcons previously lost to the Gunn 
mixed doubles No. 1 pair at the Newark 
Varsity Tournament on April 4. 

“I think we know where we are los-
ing many of our points and understand 
them as players more,” Owyang said. 
“We played better than when we played 
them at Newark, so hopefully, we can 
beat them later in the season.”

Freshman Stephen Ding, the No. 1 
singles player, struggled in his first set 
but ended up winning 2-1. “I was able to 
look past the first lost set and continue 
on to the next two without losing confi-
dence,” Ding said. “So for the next time 
we play, I have to work on reducing my 
mistakes so I don’t give away too many 
free points.”

Similarly, the Falcons encountered 
many close matches during their game 
against Monta Vista. The boys’ doubles 
No. 2 pair, seniors Max Chang and Kev-
in Lian, lost 21-19 and 21-18 to the Mon-
ta Vista pair. For the next game, Lian 
said the two hope to work on “pushing 
[their] opponents” and “not letting them 

have easy shots.” 
The Falcons hope to improve their 

2-4 record, which ranks them fifth in the 
league. The team looks forward to play-
ing Gunn again on May 5 and Los Al-
tos on May 7, in addition to playing at 
SCVAL League finals which will be held 
on May 18. u

These past few weeks have been 
tough for the Falcons. Facing loss after 
loss, the team that once stood with a per-
fect record at the start of the preseason 
has crumbled as the weeks have pro-
gressed. Their current league record is 
1-5.

The Falcons fell short against Wil-
cox High School on April 21 with a fi-
nal score of 1-11. Due to the absences of 
two key players, sophomore pitcher Ra-
chel Davey and junior pitcher Stephanie 
Hayes, the team ended the afternoon in 
disappointment. 

“We didn’t hit very well and had 
some errors in the field,”  said sopho-

more center fielder Natasha Ramakrish-
nan. “I had a couple catches in center-
field but other than that we just had a 
bad game.” 

The Falcons also lost 2-1 to 
Los Altos High School on April 
14 in what first baseman junior 
Savannah Green said was the 
most significant game of the 
week.

Despite the loss, Green is still 
proud of the team’s efforts. She 
said the Falcons were able to 
get on base, but unable to make 
enough hits to drive in the run-
ners. 

“The game was basically a pitching 
match because there [were] only a cou-
ple hits,” Ramakrishnan said.  

Nevertheless, Green said the team 
played well against a challenging oppo-
nent.

“We were focused the entire time and 
did well against the number one 
pitcher in the league,” Green 
said. 

The team lost to Sobrato in 
an away game on March 28 and 
Gunn in a home game on April 
17. 

A boost in their morale, 
however, came with a 10-5 win 
against at home Los Gatos High 
School on March 31. Spurred by 
the desire to beat the longtime 

rival, the team pushed through, scoring 
brilliantly despite the excellent Los Ga-
tos pitcher.

“When we played LG we knew that 
there were bragging rights at stake,” 
Green said. “We were super focused and 
we ended up winning.” 

With CCS approaching quickly, the 
team hopes to win more to secure a 
spot in the championships. In order to 
achieve this goal,  the team needs to 
bring home wins for at least half of its 
remaining games. 

“Our goal for this week is to win ev-
ery game to put us back in position for 
CCS,” Green said. 

The team played Milipitas on April 
28 and Westmont on April 29, but the 
Falcon could not include the results of 
these games due to printing deadlines. 
The team will play Los Altos on May 5 
and Gunn on May 7. u

BY ArielLiu
& RachelZhang

Players struggle to rebound, but finish season strong
SOFTBALL

BOYS’ TENNIS

BADMINTON

The varsity tennis team played its 
last league game against Homestead on 
April 19, seizing another victory with a 
score of 5-2. The Falcons’ league 
record is now 11-1, making them 
the De Anza League champions 
for the second consecutive year. 

“Our goal was to repeat our 
success from last year,” said se-
nior Neel Bedekar, who plays 
No. 1 singles. 

Another important league 
match was a 4-3 win against 
Gunn on April 16. The Falcons 
were tied for first in the league 
with Gunn, meaning the match would 
decide the league title.

The teams played each other on 
March 4, the Falcons were able to pull 
out a close victory of 4-3 however, the 
Falcons still had a healthy Bedekar, who 
hurt his ankle and had to sit out.

“Going into the match we knew it 
would be a tough match as they are the 
hardest team in the league to play,” No. 
2 singles player Karthik Padmanabhan 
said. “It was really great that we could 
overcome [the injuries] as we solidify 

our spot as the best team in the league.” 
The match once again was close as the 

teams were tied at 2-2 . No. 2 doubles 
players junior Naved Krishnamurthy 
and senior Hans Sun won their match, 
putting the Falcons up 3-2.

Needing one more match to 
win, the task was left to either 
No. 3 doubles players junior 
Abhay Aanabathula and sopho-
more Matthew Kermin or No. 3 
singles player Andre Xiao, who 
won his match, clinching the 
win.

“With players being injured  
during the season, it was a major 
boost to have won the game and 
ensure that we are one of the best 

teams in the area,” Padmanabhan said.
Marring their nearly perfect record 

is the boys’ 4-3 loss to Monta Vista on 
March 10, which they attribute to Bedek-
ar’s ankle injury. Bedekar has recently 
started to practice and will compete in 
CCS. 

“I’m proud of the way the team has 
stayed strong in my absence,” Bedekar 
said. “They’ve proved to be resilient.”

The team’s record puts them as a 
probable top-three seed in CCS, behind 
historical rival Menlo, to whom the team 

lost in the CCS finals last year.
“We’re proud of our success, but we’d 

like to take that No. 1 spot away from 
Menlo and win CCS, and ultimately the 
NorCal championship,” Bedekar said.

CCS will start on May 6 and the Nor-
Cal championships will begin on May 
22. The top two teams from CCS will go 
to the Northern California Champion-
ship. u

Defeats do not damper Falcons’ optimism
BY SpringMa
& EileenToh

Team ends successful league play, prepares for CCS
BY KevinChow
& EricSze

Green

Freshman Stephen Ding jumps up for a smash in a game against Gunn High on April 14.

Bedekar

Courtesy of CHRIS DO
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My experience with Junior Prom was 
all I had envisioned it to be — at least the 
dance itself. However, while the venue 
was breathtaking and the food delicious, 
preparing for prom was far from glori-
ous. 

If anything, everything leading up to 
prom was stressful and painful due to 
my poor planning skills. 

After waking at an ungodly hour of 
5 a.m. to shower, I turned to my home-
work, which I (my mom) hoped I would 
finish before leaving for prom. Unfortu-
nately, as a sleep-deprived junior, even 
after a cold shower, I was back asleep 
within half an hour.

With pre-prom at junior Shazia Gup-
ta’s house starting at 2 p.m., I decided I 
would have enough time to get ready if 
I got to senior Eunju Pak’s house by 1:15 
p.m. 

I spent the rest of the morning in agi-
tation thanks to my six-year-old sister’s 
undeveloped piano playing which add-
ed to my growing frustration.

After completing photo forms on the 
way to Eunju’s house, I arrived to an 
empty house. Believing I was the only 
person in her house, I panicked at the 
sound of footsteps, only to realize that it 
was her dog Angel and her sister, sopho-
more Yoonju Pak.

At 2:15 p.m., Eunju had still not re-
turned, and conflicted, I texted junior 
Aakash Thumaty to save me. 

By the time he got to Eunju’s house, 
Eunju texted “two minutes away” leav-
ing Aakash confused when I told him 
to just leave with the people he was al-
ready taking.

By 2:20 p.m., with Eunju standing on 
a chair and me holding hairspray and 
the curling iron, Eunju began curling my 
hair, only to realize she forgot to brush it 
before she started. We made good prog-
ress in 10 minutes, but I spoke too soon 
when I told her it looked good when 
she dropped the curling iron on me five 
minutes later. 

There is now a nice dark brown 
splotch of dead skin on my right shoul-
der. #thanksEUNJU

Because her parents did not know 
that I was in her house, we struggled 
to get me out of the house after we fin-
ished, eventually deciding that jump-
ing her fence was the only solution. In a 
dress. Without shoes on.

After, because my date sophomore 
Kevin Chow and I struggle with com-
munication, Eunju and I spent another 
15 minutes driving around the neighbor-
hood looking for his house. 

After calling and texting around 

seven people, we found his address and 
arrived at his house at 3:20 p.m. with 
school pictures at 3:30 p.m.

Upon arriving at Kevin’s house, he 
opened the door in a T-shirt and jeans 
and informed us that he had been doing 
math. Needless to say, he had to dress 
hurriedly. 

Miraculously, we got the school park-
ing lot at 3:32 p.m., but I realized that 
I had left the photo forms at Eunju’s 
house. Deciding that we would figure it 
out later, we took corsage and bouton-
niere pictures in the gym, took school 
pictures and decided to go to the last of 
pre-prom photos.

Although pre-prom was more stress-
ful than it needed to be, at least I’ll know 
to plan better next time. 

The rest of the prom went smoothly 
with the exception of an incident with 
Shirley Temples and another that in-
volved my dress as a cape — but that’s 
another story. u

Junior faces struggles during prom preparation

Senior forward Christina Crolla charges for 
the ball in the senior night game against 
Gunn High School on April 23.

Juniors Camille Bismonte and Isha Mangal 
sing with the Oxford a cappella group Out 
of the Blue in the McAfee Center on April 3. 

The main cast of “The Mystery of Edwin 
Drood” lines up during dress rehearsal on 
April 23.

snapshots

Senior pitcher Joey Medeiros throws a 
curveball in the game against Los Altos on 
April 22.
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cloud 
princess

Helen Chen

Ariel Liu & Anant Rajeev

WAYS TO COPE WITH AP 
TESTING 

Buy a Barron’s prep book. 
You’ll be halfway there.

Miss the test. It can’t hurt you 
if you don’t take it!

Bubble in “B” for every ques-
tion. There’s a 25 percent 
chance that you’ll get a 5, 
right?

Get a good night of sleep. 2 
a.m. is always better than 3 
a.m.! 

Cram. Wait until the night be-
fore and start studying then. 

Netflix. Binge watching 
“Friends” always takes pre-
cedence over chemistry.

Cry. Kleenex is all you need in 
this world.

Drop your AP classes. A fail 
on your transcript was inevi-
table anyway, right?

Carbo-load before your 
test. AP Biology teacher 
Cheryl Lenz’s room is al-
ways open.

Actually do all the practice 
tests in the prep book. Ha. 
Good one.

topten

ACROSS
2. Palo Alto mascots
5. City that the AP Euro class went to for 
a field trip
7. The high school that Spanish teacher Ar-
naldo Rodriguex attended near LA
10. The accessory that reporter Kevin 
Chow wore
11. State that won March Madness
12. Big Bang Theory interracial star
14. Who got murdered in the school spring 
musical

DOWN
1. Junior whose house got TP’d for spring 
fling
3. The volunteer engineering assistant
4. The business club at Harker School
5. Junior who is the next James Cameron
6. Teacher who is a drummer
8. State that percussion went to for WGI 
competition
9. School that banned hard alcohol to tar-
get America’s rape culture
13. Recent transferred elite swimmer

crossword
Answers can be found in this issue.
Key online at saratogafalcon.org.

Cassandra King and Oksana Trifonova


