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Igniting change

Fifteen students. That is the size of 
the current French 1 class that greets 
French teacher Kim Bergkamp every 
day. 

A combination of the lack of language 
options at the middle school level and 
competition from other electives have 
resulted in increasingly small French 
classes, endangering the program as a 
whole.

“The biggest problem we have right 
now is that they are no longer offering 
[French classes] at Redwood [Middle 
School],” Bergkamp said, “so that’s 
what we’re up against, where kids want 
to come here, and start in a level two [in 
French].”

Without the head start that students 
get from beginning French classes in 
middle school, most can no longer reach 
French 5 without having some kind of 
background in French.

Several classes in the French program 
already hover dangerously near being 
cut. According to assistant principal Bri-
an Safine, the administration generally 
opens classes depending on how many 
people sign up for the class. 

“We will be able to serve students who 
want to take French provided there’s 
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Sept. 24, 2011. Four years 
later, freshman Solomon Bai-
ley can still remember the ex-
act date he came to America 
— and he will likely never 
forget it. 

Solomon hails from 
Gonder, Ethiopia. After his 
parents passed away when 
he was 4, he was placed in 
the care of his aunt, and when 
she too passed away five or 
six years later, he ended up in 
an Ethiopian orphanage. 

The orphanage was fairly 
small and housed more than 
100 children. Because it was 
part of an apartment build-
ing, the children were not 
allowed to play for fear that 
they would disturb  tenants 
with their noise. 

Instead, they mostly 
watched TV and movies, 
which Solomon said some-
times made him unhappy 

because he wanted to be out-
side playing soccer.

He said the orphanage 
was “not really strict,” but 
certain restrictions conflicted 
with his individual needs.

For example, he and all 
the other children were re-
quired to sleep for four hours 
after lunch, which posed a 
problem for Solomon, who 
often has trouble sleeping.

“We’d get in trouble if we 
don’t sleep,” he said. “We 
can’t get dinner or something 
if we don’t sleep. We have to 
go to sleep.”

One year into his time at 
the orphanage, he was ad-
opted. His adoptive parents 
found him through Adop-
tion Associates, Inc. (AAI), 
a Michigan-based organi-
zation that facilitates both 
domestic and international 
adoptions. 

Four years ago, Solomon 

Students who have had 
AP Language and Composi-
tion and English 10 teacher 
Ken Nguyen know him to be 
humorous, witty and skilled 
at teaching. So, it came as a 
shock when they learned he 
wouldn’t be around 
to complete the year. 

Nguyen has taken 
a one-semester leave 
of absence to return 
to his hometown of 
Seattle and help his 
mother care for his 
father, who has since 
passed away from 
lung cancer. In the 
meantime, his classes are 
being taught by substitute 
Deborah Caterina.

To demonstrate their ap-
preciation for him, Nguy-
en’s AP Language students 
held a farewell party the 
week before first-semester 

finals during a Wednesday 
tutorial.

After decorating the 
classroom and preparing 
food for the occasion, Nguy-
en’s seniors presented him 
with their main gift, which 
senior Linus Lu described 
as “a small but affectionate 
booklet filled with student-

signed messages 
and a collection of 
classroom highlights 
from that semester 
and years past.”

The farewell party 
might be considered 
only a small reflec-
tion of Nguyen’s 
reputation as a tal-
ented and caring a 

teacher who has been at the 
school for seven years.  

“I always liked his sense 
of humor, the way he made 
the class interesting,” Lu 
said. “It never hurt that he

Nguyen takes leave 
for second semester

Adopted freshman 
finds niche at SHS
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Nguyen

Students eagerly lined up to 
play games ranging from tradi-
tional carnival games to inflatable 
ones. On Jan. 23, the Quad was 
filled with the excitement of stu-
dents playing ring toss and gladi-
ator games among others as they 
enjoyed various kinds of food 
from three food trucks in the com-
pany of friends.

Intended to help students relax 
and celebrate a successful week 
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 NGUYEN on pg. 6

 was also, to me, immensely intelligent and a great writer, which made his high expectations and probing questions all the 
more stimulating and worth working towards.”

In his absence, Caterina will fill in for all of Nguyen’s classes. She is a graduate of UCLA and has been a lecturer at San Jose 
State University, teaching writing and communication with a focus on environmental science to engineering students at the 
university.

Many of Nguyen’s students, having formed a strong attachment to Nguyen, are finding the adjustment difficult, but are 
open to experiencing a different teaching style. 

 “Ms. Caterina is trying her hardest in adjusting to this new job and has good intentions,” said sophomore Emma Kovac. 
“We aren’t really used to her teaching style, but I’m sure we can all adapt.” 

SPEAK UP FOR CHANGE WEEK INSPIRES 
STUDENTS TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE

Sophomores Neythra Srinivasan and Kirthana 
Ramesh race each other at an inflatable 
game during the school carnival on Jan. 23.
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Thirty-one projects will compete at the school level of 
the 2015 National History Day competition, themed Lead-
ership and Legacy. Compared to just 18 projects entered 
last year, the number of projects this year has doubled.

History Day competitors spend hours conducting re-
search before creating a website that synthesizes all the 
information they have gathered into a cohesive project. 
Students can compete as an individual or as a group, in 
the website, exhibit, paper and documentary categories.

Three projects will advance from each category to 
compete at the county level. Those that advance past the 
county level will compete at the state and then the national 
level. 

History Day coordinator and school librarian Kevin 
Heyman said that the process of National History Day is 
more important than the result.

“I’m always hopeful that we will do well, but the most 
important part of History Day is for students to develop a 
real appreciation for how important studying history is,” 
Heyman said.

— Michelle Leung

More students enter National History Day

Math club prepares for competition season

picturethis

A PEEK INTO M-SET       Sophomore Kyle France measures parts of this year’s partially done prototype.

For members of the math club, the past months have 
been quite relaxed, scattered with minor contests. 

But coming up next month for the mathletes are the 
most important series of math competitions of the year: 
the American Mathematics Competitions (AMC) 10 and 
12. The AMC 10 and 12 A will be held at the school on Feb. 
3, and the B will be held on Feb. 25. 

During their weekly meetings, members of the club 
have practiced problems from past years’ released contests 
to prepare for the tests.

“The practice AMCs really help with the real thing,” 
math club president senior Kevin Chiang said. “Hopefully 
they’ll be effective in getting students a question or two 
more correct.”

In past years, club members have consistently done 
well in the contests. Last year, 28 members qualified for the 
American Invitational Mathematics Examination (AIME), 
which is achieved by scoring at least 120 points on the 
AMC 10 or 100 on the AMC 12, out of 150 possible. 

Chiang hopes the team will continue the successful 
streak the club has achieved in the past.

“We want every student who has taken the test before to 
show improvement,” Chiang said. “We’re hoping a good 
majority of students can qualify for the AIME.”

— Dorrie Tang

CLUBS

ACTIVITIES

— Rotem Shaked

Source: Guidance secretary Bonnie Sheikh
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JSA gets head start on politics

The school’s Junior State 
of America (JSA) club, which 
seeks to educate teens about 
politics and government, is 
making a comeback after years 
of inactivity.

Ever since the 26th Amend-
ment in 1971, the legal voting 
age has been 18. Despite the 
lower age requirements, most 
people are unaware of how the 
system works or what they be-
lieve in. 

“I wanted to foster more 
participation in local politics 
among younger people,” co-
president junior Oksana Tri-
fonova said. “We have a more 
optimistic vision of politics.”

In October, JSA organized a 
Q&A session with the Saratoga 
City Council candidates. 

The club also attended a lo-
cal JSA conference at the Santa 
Clara Marriott hotel in No-
vember. 

The convention had high 
schoolers from all over the 
Bay Area and offered speeches 
from politicians and opportu-
nities for the students to speak 
up. 

“I am passionate about his-
tory and politics, and these 
two subjects find a home in 
JSA, where we openly de-
bate a large variety of topics,” 
co-president junior Farbod 
Moghadam said. 

These conventions also of-
fer awards to the clubs which 
have been most effective in 
carrying out their missions, 
such as raising the most mon-
ey or reaching the widest audi-
ence.

The club is conducting fun-
draisers to help club members 
pay fees to attend future con-
ferences such as the one in 
Santa Clara, which can cost 
around $100 per person. 

One of these upcoming fun-
draisers is an open mic night at 
Blue Rock Shoot in downtown 
Saratoga.

Since the club is just start-
ing out, they only have about 
five members. The members 
also do not receive any extra 
credit in their classes for par-
ticipating.  

“The members are there just 
because they care and they are 
actually interested,” Trifonova 
said.

JSA club meetings are held 
on Wednesdays during lunch 
in Spanish teacher Arnaldo 
Rodriguex’s room. u

Day One of the M-SET build 
season began on Jan. 3, when 
this year’s challenge was re-
vealed to teams all over the 
country: Build a robot that can 
stack totes, or little boxes, and 
recycling bins on top of one 
another for varying points. 

The major changes in the 
competition this year are a 
lack of size limit for the robot 
and no interaction between the 
two alliances that play against 
each other. Usually, challenges 
involve interactive activities 
like shooting baskets or toss-
ing discs.

Six weeks of the M-SET 
build season will be followed 
by six weeks of competitions. 

This year, the Saratoga M-
SET team, No. 649, plans to at-
tend two competitions, one at 
San Jose State and one at Cen-
tral Valley.

The competitions are round-
robin style, with around 50 
teams competing in each. The 
highest-seeded teams make it 
to elimination playoffs, and the 
overall winner makes it to the 
world championships. Their 
first competition is March 5.

M-SET is about halfway 

through its build season. 
The process of building a 

robot follows a formula: Week 
1 is for brainstorming, Week 
2 for choosing designs and 
making a complete computer 
model of the robot, Week 3 for 
creating the various parts of 
the robot and Week 4 for run-
ning the code successfully and 
assembling the robot using 
materials like wood and alu-
minum.

Junior Elizabeth Li, who is 
working as head of electronics 
for the team, said that the chal-
lenge this year is less dramatic 
than last year’s, because “last 
year there were things flying 
around and things were shoot-
ing at each other and it was 
exciting.”

M-SET is divided into sev-
en sections — hardware, soft-
ware, electrical, safety, mar-
keting, administration and 
outreach — each led by a dif-
ferent leader. The president, 
junior Naveed Riaziat, over-
sees the sections.

Administrative and safety 
officer sophomore Samay Garg 
describes the M-SET team as 
tight-knit — mostly because of 
the 40-hour weeks they have 
sometimes spent together 
working on the robot.

“It’s a pretty small group — 
there’s only like 15 of us active 
in the club,” Garg said, “and 
we’re pretty close to each other 
so we all know each other re-
ally well and for the most part 
we get along really well.”

M-SET hopes to go fur-
ther in competition than last 
year. Last year’s M-SET team 
lost in the semifinal round to 
the team that went on to win 
the championships — not a 
shameful defeat. Garg expects 
an even better result this year.

According to Garg, the M-
SET team’s biggest rival is Bel-
larmine, No. 254, which has 
a major advantage because it 
has a sponsorship from NASA 
and work in a space shuttle 
hangar.

Saratoga has sponsors as 
well, including Festo, Intuitive 
Surgical and Sandisk. 

“While we may lack ex-
perience, the amount of en-
thusiasm and dedication the 
team has is just beyond be-
lief,” Riaziat said, “and even 
if you don’t have a certain 
amount of skill, just spend-
ing that amount of time in the 
room and that much passion 
for robotics basically guaran-
tees that you’ll do something 
good.” u

Robotics begins build season

BY SummerSmith

BY MichelleLeung
& NupurMaheshwari
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corrections
In the December 12 issue of The Saratoga Falcon, janitor 

John Sequeira’s name was inadvertently misspelled in the 
front page article “Pushing carts, warming hearts.”
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Senior Jillian Bellamy huddled with 
the rest of the cheer team last August 
They sat in the gymnasium at UC Da-
vis, as the camp staff began to announce 
names. As each name was shouted, the 
suspense and anxiety grew. Is she going 
to make it? Her name still hasn’t been 
called — just when she thought she was  
going to miss it — she heard “Jillian Bel-
lamy!” 

Bellamy had been selected for All-
American, a chance to perform with 
hundreds of other cheerleaders from the 
U.S. in the 2015  London New Year’s day 
parade. 

The United Cheerleading Association 

(UCA) cheer camp that the cheer team 
attends every August holds All-Amer-
ican tryouts. These tryouts are for any 
high school cheerleaders interested in 
traveling to London for a week during 
winter break to perform at the London 
New Year’s Day Parade. Each school is 
allowed to have six cheerleaders try out 
or all of their seniors.  

This past summer, six of Saratoga’s 
seniors tried out; only Bellamy, Uma Ku-
mar and Megan Marshall were accepted. 
Due to prior commitments, Bellamy was 
the only one able to travel to London. 

“I was really excited and relieved 
[when I found out I made it] because I 
thought I had messed up and wouldn’t 
make it,” said Marshall. “It was a really 

great feeling.”
The tryout consists of performing a 

dance and cheer learned two days prior. 
Cheerleaders also have to show off two 
of their best jumps. The UCA staff judges 
and decides who makes it, making the 
announcement the following day. 

The girls are required to pay for their 
own flights, uniforms and hotel rooms 
in London, so Bellamy elected to give up 
her end-of-senior-year trip in order to at-
tend the event.

Around 1,200 American cheerlead-
ers including Bellamy went to London 
as part of the group. The girls had al-
ready learned and drilled the dance they 
would be performing in the parade prior 
to flying to London. 

“A lot of the girls were there by them-
selves, like my roommate, who I became 
really good friends with,” Bellamy said. 
“Everyone was really friendly; I didn’t 
have a hard time making friends at all.”

Outside of having one practice to ce-
ment formations and ripples, the girls 
spent their time in London sightseeing. 
They visited tourist attractions such as 
Big Ben, The London Eye and Bucking-
ham Palace. 

“I liked all the sightseeing, but actu-
ally being in the parade was a really dif-
ferent experience,” said Bellamy. “I think 
everyone on the cheer team should try 
out, and if they make it, they should go. 
It was something I would never be able 
to experience otherwise.” u 

With about 1,350 students on its 
campus, Saratoga High has an average 
class size of about 28.  And although 28 
is lower than the state public school av-
erage class size of 30, some classes vary 
significantly from the mean. 

With differences in class sizes come 
differences in learning among students.  
According to teachers and students, 
there are advantages and disadvantages 
to working in exceptionally large and  
small classes.

Science teacher Kristofer Orre’s Anat-
omy and Physiology class is one of the 
smallest classes on campus, with just 14 
students in his first-period class. 

Typical days in the class are quiet and 
efficient, with intent discussions and 
students who feel comfortable.

“I think the best thing about smaller 
classes is that [the students] get to know 
each other better,” Orre said. “In class, 
students interact with each other more 
and it’s easier for everyone to have a 
voice that’s heard.”

Orre also said that a benefit of smaller 
classes is that his time isn’t divided, so 

he can spend more time helping one stu-
dent rather than switching from student 
to student.

When the classes get too small, how-
ever, there becomes a shortage in diver-
sity, and according to Orre, this limits 
the amount of different students he gets 
to know over the year.

“With more students, there are dif-
ferent personalities, backgrounds and 
learning abilities,” Orre said. “In smaller 
classes it is harder to bring the perspec-
tive of those who aren’t there.”

For science classes specifically, Orre 
said that with too small of a class, it can 
feel like a lot of time and money spent 
disproportionately on few students.

“However, if you look at the depth of 
learning that can come from labs [with 
smaller classes], it’s definitely a worth-
while investment,” Orre said. 

Senior Claire Strickland, who is in 
Orre’s first-period Anatomy and Physi-
ology, views smaller classes primarily as 
a way to better connect with classmates 
and ease the stress of a larger class.

“There’s less stress in smaller classes 
because it’s easier to get closer to peo-
ple,” Strickland said. “If you get an an-
swer wrong or are having trouble with 

something, you’re so close with your 
classmates that it isn’t as embarrassing.” 

French 2 and French Language AP 
teacher Laura Lizundia also has smaller 
than average classes, with a 14-student 
third- period French Language AP class 
and an 18-student French 2 class. 

“Last year French 4 there were a num-
ber of seniors, so because of that we lost 
those seniors to graduation,” Lizundia 
said. 

Because of this drop, Lizundia thinks 
her classes are more efficient.  In a lan-
guage especially, according to Lizundia, 
smaller class sizes allow for each student 
to have plenty of time to speak.

“Speaking is key in learning a lan-
guage,” Lizundia said. “And so in small-
er class sizes, it’s easier to interact with 
the teacher one on one and that makes it 
easier to learn.” 

But small classes also offer their fair 
share of problems.  Financially, smaller 
classes, especially electives, run the risk 
of being cut, and classes of around 30 
stand a far better chance of being offered 
than classes with lower numbers. 

Still, that doesn’t mean that large 
classes are easy to have either. 

Differing greatly in number from the 

smaller class sizes, the largest academic 
class on campus is math teacher Kristen 
Hamilton’s fourth-period Geometry En-
riched class, with 34 students.

“I think that the hardest part about 
teaching a large class is crowd control,” 
Hamilton said. “In a large class, there’s 
more talking and with more students it’s 
harder to maintain quietness.  It’s easier 
to have control of a smaller class.”

Freshman Alex Yu, who is in the 
34-person class, also thinks that smaller 
classes are easier for not only the stu-
dents, but the teacher.

“I think that in larger classes, it’s 
harder to not only divide up time but to 
control the classroom setting,” Yu said. 
“Personally, I don’t mind a large class, 
but I think for most students and teach-
ers, smaller ones are more efficient.” 

Larger and smaller classes differ more 
than in just number: teaching changes 
according to the number of students.

“I think both class sizes have their 
benefits,” Hamilton said. “Large classes 
allow diversity, and small classes allow 
students to get more teacher attention 
and help if they need it.  I think it comes 
down to what kind of student a person 
is and how they learn.” u

enough to form full classes,” 
Safine said. “So we always look 
for classes that are in the low 
20s to run. We would like to 
see a number of 20s, mid-20s in 
order to have continuity in the 
program.”

Sophomore Brite Wang, 
one of the last students to take 
French at Redwood, said that 
taking French early is key in his 
ability to learn the language.

“I came into high school 
knowing that I would take 
French for most, if not all, of my 
years and that was because of 
my experiences at Redwood,” 
Wang said.

While not as intensive as high 
school level language courses, 
middle school French “clearly 
defined what French culture 
was all about and brought out 
the passion that did or did not 
reside within.” 

He felt confident about con-
tinuing to take French in high 
school and laments the fact that 
students in the future will no 
longer get the same exposure 
to French in middle school as 
he did.

“By taking down the French 

program in Redwood, incom-
ing students have not been 
exposed to their compatibility 
with French, and may view it 
as a risk rather than what it is 
meant to be,” Wang said.

Wang said that French has 
been less popular in California, 
as compared to Spanish and 
Chinese, because  it “may seem 
too foreign and impractical at 
first glance being that we live 
in a state where the other two 
languages are definitely not 
lacking.” 

Although French has been 
particularly hard hit by the 
elimination of the beginning 
Redwood class, all language 
programs have been affected by 
the huge variety of electives at 
the school.

Bergkamp said many stu-
dents choose to take another 
elective, such as journalism or 
orchestra, at the expense of a 
language course. The Media 
Arts Program (MAP) is another 
popular option that can elimi-
nate some language options.

“They have to figure out 
‘What am I going to do, ad-
vanced orchestra or French, am 
I going to do journalism, which 
I really love, or Spanish?’” said 
Bergkamp. “And that’s where 
they had to make decisions. In 
the past, they didn’t have to 

make those decisions.” 
On the one hand, the low 

numbers in the five French 
classes are a bad omen for the 
future of the French program. 
On the other hand, Bergkamp 
does see the benefit of smaller 
classes, particularly for lan-
guage courses.

“Having a smaller class 
means that they all get to partic-
ipate, ask their questions, [and 
there is] more time to review,” 
Bergkamp said. 

Wang said that he took 
French because it allows to 
“distance [himself] from social 
and academic pressure,” since 
not many other students know 
what the class is like.

Wang said that contrary to 
the popular belief that French is 
becoming an obsolete language 
similar to Latin, it does have 
many useful applications. 

He’ll be able to “commu-
nicate with locals in Canada, 
France and some 30 other coun-
tries.”

For freshman George Yoshi-
naga, the elimination of middle 
school French classes has been 
a loss.

“Every summer it’s [a] fam-
ily tradition to go to Europe, 
and we usually go to France or 
some place where they speak 
French,” Yoshinaga said, “so 

it would be useful to know 
French.”

Because of this enthusiasm 
for French, Bergkamp and fel-
low French teacher Laura Li-
zundia believe that the SHS 
French program will weather 
the difficult times.

But for now, the future is un-
certain.

Safine said that the admin-
istration will wait to make de-
cisions for next year until after 
students sign up for courses in 
February. 

Bergkamp said that the 
French program hopes to talk 
to Redwood principal Kelly 

Green about possibly restarting 
a class. Lizundia said she hopes 
the French program remains at 
the high school despite enroll-
ment difficulties.

“I’m hoping that it will just 
continue as it has been,” Lizun-
dia said. “We’ll have five lev-
els, as we’ve always have, and 
we’ve been doing that forever. 
And even though Redwood 
[discontinued] the program a 
couple years ago, we still have 
offered [French] 1 here, so kids 
have come in with no experi-
ence and they start with us 
in [level] one, and that’s been 
fine.” u

EXTRACURRICULARS

EDUCATION

Varied class sizes provide diverse learning opportunities 

Cheerleader performs in London Day Parade
BY SummerSmith

BY MelissaMagner
& OksanaTrifonova

CLASS 
continued from pg. 1

Senior Emily Lowdermilk and French teacher Laura Lizundia listen 
during a Socratic seminar that took place in a French class on Jan. 22.

FALCON // LAUREN LOUIE
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CARNIVAL
continued from pg. 1
  in a fun and different way.

“We [had] a variety of activities for 
all students,” Leadership adviser Rebe-
ca Marshburn said. “The carnival [was 
meant to] help students relieve some of 
that stress they have to go through here 
and school and home on a daily basis in 
a really fun kind of way.”

The cafeteria was open for the entire 

lunch, and three food trucks sold chur-
ros and burritos along with vegetarian 
and other food options. 

The administration agreed to modify 
the Friday schedule with one-hour peri-
ods to create more time. 

For the Leadership class, student par-
ticipation was especially important.

“We wanted to make sure everyone 
could be on campus for [the events on 
Friday], so we moved sixth [period] 
since a lot of people have it as their free 
period,” junior Luke Salin said. “We also 
didn’t want periods ending the day be-

cause we figured it would be best to get 
learning out of the way and just enjoy 
the [rest of the day].”

While Speak Up for Change week 
was about spreading kindness, its sub-
theme Ignite Your Spark stressed the im-
portance of pursuing one’s passions.

“Do what you love and love what 
you do” was written on countless post-
ers around school as a way to inspire 
students to follow their dreams. 

The carnival was a pilot project by as-
sistant  principal Kerry Mohnike and the 
Leadership crew to have something oth-

er than just assemblies to mark the week. 
In the future, there will be different 

events at the end of each Speak Up for 
Change week, since the carnival was a 
big success in helping the students relax.

“[It was] a nice stress-free afternoon 
which was good because I’m taking the 
SAT tomorrow,” junior Bita Naimi said.

The Leadership class has yet to de-
cide the plans for next year, as they have 
been primarily focused on this year’s. 

“If we have exactly the same stuff ev-
ery year, it loses that spark,” Marshburn 
said. u

Speakers motivate students 
with inspirational messages
BY DevinZhao

After a long three-day 
weekend, students filed into 
the Large Gym on Jan. 20, half-
asleep and exhausted. 

 Much to their surprise, they 
were presented with the dig-
nified, exciting motivational 
speaker Keith Hawkins, who 
interlaced humor with stories 
about his children and a never-
emptying cup to teach them 
about enjoying the lives they 
currently have and helping 
those who are less fortunate. 

As everyone left the gym 
after the assembly, Hawkins’s 
words resonating in their 
minds, the first day of Speak 
Up for Change week began.

The Speak Up for Change 
week, themed “Ignite Your 
Spark,” took place between  
Jan. 20-23. Wednesday and 
Thursday kept the normal 
block schedule, while Tuesday 
and Friday had special sched-
ules to accommodate the ac-
tivities held those days.

The events in the week were 
organized by members of the 
Leadership class. According to 
junior Luke Salin, Leadership 
met Hawkins at a previous Na-
tional Leadership Conference 
in Disneyland.

“We really liked his message 
and working with him that 
day,” Salin said. “So [assistant 

principal Kerry] Mohnike went 
ahead and booked him for 
Speak Up for Change.”   

Students generally had a 
positive response to the first 
assembly. Senior John Lee be-
lieved that Hawkins was a 
huge improvement over pre-
vious speakers with his warm 
personality and his ability to 
appeal to students. 

“His speech was engaging, 
bringing my friends and I to 
actually listen to what he had 
to say, especially with his  fun-
ny stories and jokes,” Lee said. 
“Overall, the way he delivered 
the message was motivational 
while not containing a boring 
atmosphere, and I think that’s 
what it takes to be one of the 
best speakers in the world.”

The Friday assembly fea-
tured alumni David Mandell 
and Brandon Oliveri, who 
spoke about combating their 
personal challenges and en-
couraged students to pursue 
the careers they like. Seniors 
Shreyes Balebail and Carmine 
Drohan also shared their per-
sonal stories of troubles they’ve 
faced and advised students to 
speak up when in trouble.

“The speakers were all re-
ally inspiring and interesting,” 
said junior Aakash Thumaty. “I 
never knew about what some 
of these people went through, 
and now I want to be more 

aware about what everyone 
goes through.” 

Although some of the con-
tent for the Speak Up for 
Change week remained largely 
the same as previous year, Sa-
lin said Leadership tried new 
things to excite students and 
drive home the “Ignite Your 
Spark” theme. 

In addition to the assem-
blies, teachers taught lessons 
throughout the week to help 
students discover their pas-
sions and follow them. 

“Each department is geared 
towards using the classes’ top-
ics to discover [the students’] 
passions,” Salin said. “[The 
Leadership class] worked hard 
on making the in-class lesson 
plans very accessible to teach-
ers, and hopefully that will 
work out.”

With the huge amount of 
work and effort put into orga-
nizing the week’s events, Salin 
says that the effort paid off and 
the event was in parts better 
than that of previous years.

“I thought [Hawkins] did 
a really good job [and] was a 
huge improvement from [the 
speaker] last year,” Salin said. 
“Students and staff are start-
ing to like [the event] more 
and more. It’s a nice break in 
the year, and it’s pretty gratify-
ing to be done and know [the 
event] went well.” u

ASB grants wishes

Biology teacher Lisa Co-
chrum’s well-known curly hair 
hung straight and sleek — a far 
cry from the springs that usu-
ally adorned her energetic face. 
It was the result of one wish 
granted during Speak Up for 
Change Week. 

As part of the week, the 
Leadership class asked stu-
dents and staff what wishes 
they would like to be granted. 
The practice is a continuation 
of last year’s wish-granting ini-
tiative, led by then-senior Jen-
nie Werner. Last year, several 
wishes were granted during 
at the assembly, ranging from 
a story in the yearbook about 
senior Andy Chen to playing a 
video from sophomore Aman-
da Meserve’s father, a service-
man stationed in Afghanistan. 
This year, the initiative was led 
by junior Luke Salin.

Though it received dozens 
of requests, Leadership was 
able to grant 25 wishes, rang-
ing from larger ones like those 
from senior Blake Propach and 
Andrew York, who wished to 
anchor SHS TV, to small wish-
es like giving gummy bears 
and flowers to junior Nandita 
Mohan. In Mohan’s case, a fel-
low student wished for her to 
receive her gifts. 

“I was really touched that 
someone thought of me when 
they could have wished for 

anything else,” Mohan said.
At last Friday’s assembly, 

more wishes were granted. 
Senior Jessica Uong received 
a video message from 2014 
alumnus Jason Li asking her to 
prom in the spring, and senior 
Christina Crolla received the 
chance to be principal for the 
day. 

Maintenance workers were 
given gift cards to various res-
taurants, and students were 
awarded a weekend of no 
homework on the Friday be-
fore Spring Fling week. Senior 
Randy Tsai also asked for a 
stress-free day with his moth-
er. They received two tickets to 
the San Francisco Symphony.

“I was really surprised, be-
cause all I wished for was a 
dinner with her,” Tsai said. 
“But they really surprised me 
and my mom with the concert 
tickets. San Francisco sympho-
ny is one of the best sympho-
nies in the U.S., so it’ll be amaz-
ing for us to be able to be right 
next to them as they play.”

The Leadership team plans 
to continue to try to make even 
more wishes come true as the 
year goes on.

“We just tried to choose rea-
sonable wishes — ones that 
were doable,” Salin said. “As 
our theme this year is ‘Ignite 
Your Spark,’ we want students 
to learn to find something that 
they’re passionate in and once 
again, learn to find the balance 
between school and fun.” u

BY MilesAlbert
& DeepthiSampathkumar

Ignite Your Spark
SPEAK UP FOR CHANGE: JAN. 20-23

ABOVE: A wish is 
granted as the school’s 
maintenance workers 
receive gift cards to 
restaurants to show the 
students’ appreciation.

LEFT: Seniors Neel 
Kattumadam and Jillian 
Bellamy introduce speaker 
Keith Hawkins and help  
encourage people to 
“ignite their spark” during 
the Jan. 20 assembly.

ABOVE: A group of students battle with foam 
at the carnival on Jan. 23.

LEFT: Senior Samuel Junqua scales a wall.

BELOW: Spanish teacher Arnaldo Rodriguex 
had students create handprints on colored 
paper with five things that made them happy.
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SPEECH AND DEBATE

Team successful at MLK Invitational tournament

Over Martin Luther King Day week-
end, several members of the speech and 
debate team made it to the elimination 
rounds of the large tourna-
ment held at James Logan 
High School. 

Senior Supriya Khandekar 
placed first in varsity Ora-
torical Interpretation with a 
speech about a comedian with 
cerebral palsy, and freshman 
Kyle Wang placed sixth in var-
sity National Extemporaneous 
Speaking.

Senior Rohith Krishna was 
a semifinalist in varsity Lin-
coln-Douglas Debate and senior Deepti 
Kannan and freshman Austin Wang 
were double octo-finalists. In varsity 
Parliamentary Debate, seniors Rohan 
Bhardwaj and Jerry Yang octo-finaled, 
and  seniors Sudeep Raj and Michael 
Ong and juniors Aakash Thumaty and 

Alex Li double octo-finaled.
But according to Kyle Wang, the suc-

cess didn’t come easily. Not only was it 
a big tournament with as many as 182 
competitors in a single event (Lincoln-
Douglas Debate), but because a JV 

category wasn’t offered, un-
derclassmen had to compete 
against older students. 

“My goal coming in was, 
ideally, to break into quarterfi-
nals and beyond, but I’m just 
trying to take things one round 
at a time,” Kyle Wang said. 
“I’ve been reading a lot more to 
prepare myself for this tourna-
ment in particular. I also gave 
two practice speeches the night 
before the tournament.”

While practicing individually is cru-
cial, members also helped each other 
prepare for the tournament. 

“I helped facilitate discussions on the 
topic at practice with the team in order to 
convey my ideas for arguments and hear 
others’ ideas,” said Krishna. “Addition-

ally, I helped organize practice rounds 
for competitors so they could get some 
experience debating the topic before the 
tournament.”

The sheer 
size of the 
tournament 
a t t r a c t e d 
s p e a k e r s 
and debaters 
from all over 
the country, 
adding to the 
difficulty and 
thrill of the 
tournament.

“I love this 
tournament 
because of 
the variety of 
arguments that are read,” said Krishna. 
“I have debated people from Wyoming 
and Louisiana [here]. This diversity of 
competitors creates more interesting 
arguments that pop up throughout the 
tournament.”

The team will attend the Stanford on 
Feb. 6 and the Cal Invitational on Feb. 
16, which are both larger tournaments 

with competi-
tors coming 
from out of 
state. With all 
these differ-
ent tactics and 
practice sched-
ules in mind, 
the students 
plan to meet 
their goals at 
the next tour-
nament. 

“I think the 
group we have 
this year is one 
of the most tal-

ented group of speech and debaters I 
have ever seen,” said Krishna. “You can-
not control whether you win or lose each 
round. You can do your best and learn 
from your mistakes. If we do that, I am 
sure competitive success will follow.” u

It was a larger building, with gates 
built high for security. Walls surround-
ing the school corralled the students into 
the limited space. Sets of cars lined the 
parking lots, with guards escorting cer-
tain students into the closed-off complex. 
This was the school senior Neesha Malik 
attended for a year in Karachi, Pakistan: 
Karachi American School (KAS). 

Malik, who spent her junior year in 
Karachi, went to Saudi Arabia to visit 
her father, who was working there at 
the time. She intended to move to Saudi 
Arabia, but never knew that she would 
end up living in Pakistan for a year. 

Within the next couple of days, a 
chain of events unfolded so quickly 
that Malik found herself unprepared for 
what lay ahead of her.

“My mom and dad suggested that I 
check out an American School in Paki-
stan, and to take the entrance exam just 
to see if I could get in,” Malik said. “I 
decided to do so, but after I finished the 
exam, my mom and dad told me that I 
could choose to enroll in the school, or 
go back to Saudi Arabia for a year.” 

The school in Saudi Arabia was al-
ready making it hard for Malik to get in, 
and it was until she was accepted into 
KAS and her family had paid the nonre-
fundable entrance fee that her father re-
vealed that he had completed his work 
in Saudi Arabia and would be returning 
to California. Malik was stuck.

“I don’t know if it was originally in-
tended for me to stay in Pakistan, but it 
was the way that things worked out, and 
what my parents needed to do,” Malik 
said. “My mom was with me, but I was 
still confused, and it all happened so 
fast.” 

Although she was living with her 
mom and relatives, she wished she could 
go back to California, and began to ache 
for the feel of comfort. The unfamiliar-
ity she felt in a country that she could 
not bring herself to call home made Ma-
lik appreciate the United States so much 
more.  

Peers and school
Perhaps the hardest adjustment for 

Malik was the transition to KAS. She 
found that she did not truly fit with the 
students and encountered stereotypical 
“mean girls” at the new school. She no-
ticed this during the first couple months, 
when she listened in on others’ conver-
sations.

The language commonly spoken in 

the part of Pakistan Malik lived in was 
Urdu. For the first few weeks, Malik, 
who knows Urdu well, pretended she 
didn’t speak the language in order to 
spend time listening to other students.  

During one incident, a classmate criti-
cized her for being an American. 

“My temper got the better of me, and 
I stood and told her, ‘You don’t know 
anything about me,’ in perfect Urdu,” 
Malik said. “She, and all of the other stu-
dents, were definitely surprised, it was 
like a scene from a movie.”  

Even after the incident, Malik contin-
ued experiencing cruelty. From subtle 
animosity to outright hostility, she began 
to feel somewhat isolated. She recalls the 
boys in her grade telling her to go back 
where she came from to her face.

“Some days I would just wake up 
frustrated and unhappy and have a re-
ally hard time going to school,” Malik 
said. “I just had this constant feeling of 
isolation when I realized that most of 
these people were not going to be my 
genuine friends. I could just tell that I 
would never be truly welcome.”

Malik quickly began to miss Saratoga 
High. Compared to  Pakistan, where 
there were no rallies, football games or 
Homecoming dances, the Falcon experi-
ence seemed more appealing than ever 
to her. 

“It’s weird, the simple things that you 
start to miss,” Malik said. “Other than 
the environment of [Saratoga], I missed 
my washing machine, Starbucks, In 
n Out, going for a walk, even the milk 
here. I know it’s cliche, but you really 
don’t know what you’re missing until 
it’s gone.”

Living in Pakistan
During the year that Malik lived 

there, she saw many differences.
In Karachi, a city of around 9 million, 

beggars often crowd the streets.
“It’s really sad,” Malik said. “Some 

of the beggars even carry around babies 
for sympathy so that they can get more 
money or sell more things.”

Malik later learned that some beggars 
would use drugs to sedate the infants so 
they would look as if they were sleep-
ing. They hoped this would play on the 
sympathy of wealthier people.

Danger was also a reality. Although it 
never happened to her personally, Ma-
lik’s aunts had been held at gunpoint 
and robbed many times. The robberies 
were rarely deadly, but always fright-
ening, she said. As a foreigner, she had 
to be especially careful. Whenever she 
went to markets she would cover herself 

up as to not draw attention. She also had 
to be careful about what she said and 
who she talked to. 

“It worked in my favor that I look 
like the people in Pakistan, but I have 
an accent and I sound American when 
I speak,” Malik said.  “My parents were 
very cautious to make sure people out-
side of Karachi didn’t know I was for-
eign.” 

She said Karachi isn’t as dangerous 
as many other parts of Pakistan, but she 
still tried to be  safe.

“A lot of the kids had family guards 
who escorted them places,” Malik said. 
“That’s how they got to school and got 
home.  Even so, when I went home, I 
would always text my mom and she 
would come to the front of the house 
and walk me back inside.”

The school that Malik attended held 
some of the country’s wealthiest stu-
dents, whose families were in the top 1 
percent financially.  For Malik, the strati-
fied contrast between the poor and the 
rich in Pakistan was almost surreal. A 
number of students at her school were 
escorted to school in guarded cars to 
prevent them from being kidnapped or 
hurt. 

“Kidnappings are frequent in Paki-
stan, and I even remember hearing kids 
talk about them as if it were normal,” 
Malik said. 

On top of being escorted to school ev-
ery morning, the students also lived lav-
ish lifestyles, dressing in designer cloth-
ing and expensive brands.

Rich families living in such a poor 
country was something that Malik 
wasn’t familiar with, but in that top 1 
percent, it was a normal way of life. 

Malik felt out of place among the cul-

turally different students. They saw her 
as “American.”

“They have very big ideas of what 
American students, girls specifically, 
should be like,” Malik said. “I don’t 
quite know exactly how they expected 
me to act, but after the first few months, 
people grew distant from me.” 

Malik said that home life was also 
different, mainly in the way that her ex-
tended family treated their maids and 
servants. Servants in Pakistan, who were 
hired by wealthier families, helped out 
with everyday chores and even made 
meals for families.  

The disrespect shown toward the ser-
vants, however, shocked Malik. Malik 
noticed that her extended family didn’t 
see actions that Americans would nor-
mally shun as harsh or offensive.  

In one instance, when Malik’s aunt 
snapped at a servant to bring her tea, 
Malik was upset. When she confronted 
her aunt, her aunt was bewildered. 

“The whole ‘respect your elders’ 
thing is a big deal there, so the fact that I 
called my mom’s older sister out for her 
actions was not something she was ex-
pecting,” she said. “I was forgiven, but I 
was also not in the wrong when it came 
to why I confronted her.” 

Reflections on her experience
After arriving back in America for her 

senior year, Malik is happier than ever in 
her home town.

“It’s different to visit a country in-
stead of living in it,” Malik said. “I real-
ized that after spending a year in Paki-
stan. Living somewhere else, even if 
only for a year, entails that you have a 
responsibility; home isn’t always where 
the heart is.” u

Senior reflects on year spent living in Pakistan 
BY MelissaMagner
& NupurMaheshwari

FALCON FOCUS: NEESHA MALIK

BY MayaPrasad
& AmulyaVadlakonda

I’ve been reading a lot more 
to prepare myself for this 
tournament in particular. I also 
gave two practice speeches 
the night before.

“

”
freshman Kyle WangWang 

Senior Neesha Malik (middle) poses with her friends at Karachi American School (KAS).
Courtesy of NEESHA MALIK



6 NEWS January 30, 2015 saratogafalcon
THE

The night sky filled with stars as the 
sun set over the horizon. Animals on 
Catalina Island were preparing to sleep, 
but for 26 marine biology and AP Biol-
ogy students, it was time to go snorkel 
among the bioluminescent algae.

The students took a trip to Catalina 
Island from Jan. 16-18. Accompanying 
them were AP Biology teacher Cheryl 
Lenz, marine biology teacher Jill Mc-
Crystal, earth science teacher Lisa Co-
chrum and principal Paul Robinson. 

During those three days, students 
stayed at Catalina Island Marine Insti-
tute (CIMI) at Toyon Bay, engaging in 
many different activities led by camp 
counselors.

Senior Sydney Torrens recalled her 
first experience on the island, where she 
asked a counselor about the presence of 
the island’s unique Pacific bison.

“I asked the camp counselor if there 
were really any Pacific bison on the is-
land because [my friends and I] had 
looked that up on Wikipedia,” Torrens 
said. “He pointed to the side and said 
‘Look’ and I looked. And there was this 
big old bison in the middle of the quad.”

The buildings on the island that are 
now being used for a research institute 
and camp used to be part of an all-boys 
private school and the island was used 
for military testing in World War II. 

The bison arrived on the island for 
a movie production of “The Vanishing 
American” in 1925. However, the Cata-
lina scenes never made it into the movie, 
and for unknown reasons, the movie-
makers left the bi-
son on the island.  

One of the high-
lights of the trip 
was when senior 
Jordan Vogel tried 
to take a picture of 
the bison with his 
GoPro camera and 
realized that bison accelerate quickly 
when charging. 

“I wasn’t thinking much past making 
sure I don’t get trampled,” Vogel said. 
“When I got closer to it, I just started 
marveling how close I was to such a big 
creature. I guess he thought I was too 
close.”

Junior Michael Fukuda was excited to 
go snorkeling for the first time.

“I enjoyed seeing all of the fish in 
their natural habitat because before I 

had only seen them in tanks or in pic-
tures,” Fukuda said. 

They received instruction on how to 
put on the wetsuits and then headed out 
in the water for a beginning snorkel. 

For nighttime snorkeling, they were 
equipped with flashlights, but they did 
not need them for the main attraction: 
bioluminescent phytoplankton.

Students spent most of their time 
for the rest of the 
trip at the research 
facility learning 
about fish, sharks, 
algae, plankton, 
oceanography and 
invertebrates.

“I thought that 
the marine labs 

were very engaging and interesting,” 
said senior Bianca Oliveri. “I really liked 
how they wouldn’t just lecture, but we 
would always get to have hands-on ex-
periments and experiences with the or-
ganisms we learned about.”

Fukuda also enjoyed the labs.
“I thought the classes were taught in 

a very interactive way,” Fukuda said. 
“Before, I knew literally next to nothing 
about the marine wildlife here, but now 
I can pull up random facts without even 

thinking about it.”
In addition, students engaged in 

team-building activities and entertain-
ment,  such as struggling to balance on a 
giant wooden board, scaling a two-story 
rock climbing wall and walking on met-
al wires in pairs. 

On the second night, they enjoyed an 
astronomy hike under the stars where 
they learned stories about the constel-
lations, then went back to lounge at a 
campfire and roast marshmallows by 
the shore.

Vogel said he would recommend the 
trip to anyone who likes the ocean or 
wants to have an adventure.

“It’s a great experience that doesn’t 
really come along that often,” Vogel 
said. “When something like that does 
get offered, you’ve got to seize those op-
portunities and get out of the ‘Saratoga 
bubble.’”

Oliveri said the trip opened her eyes 
to human influence on the environment.

“It was short, but in just those few 
days you have the most beautiful and 
impactful adventure,” Oliveri said. “You 
really realize how much of an impact we 
have on the ecosystem and environment 
and it inspires you to change your habits 
and make a difference.” u

was also, to me, immensely intelligent 
and a great writer, which made his high 
expectations and probing questions all 
the more stimulating.”

In his absence, Caterina will fill in for 
all of Nguyen’s classes. She is a gradu-
ate of UCLA and has been a lecturer at 

San Jose State University, teaching writ-
ing to engineering students.

Many of Nguyen’s students, having 
formed a strong attachment to Nguyen, 
are finding the adjustment difficult, but 
are open to experiencing a different 
teaching style. 

 “Ms. Caterina is trying her hardest in 
adjusting to this new job and has good 
intentions,” said sophomore Emma Ko-
vac. “We aren’t used to her teaching 
style, but I’m sure we can all adapt.” u

NGUYEN
continued from pg. 1

“My favorite 
part was the 
night snorkeling 
and seeing the 
bioluminescent 
organisms.” senior Josh Pi

What was 
the best part 
of the trip 
for you? 

senior Avery Gigoux senior Chandni Patel

“The sunrise hike. 
We sat at the top of 
this hill and the sun 
was coming up. It 
was really peaceful.

“When we went 
night snorkeling 
and got to see the 
bioluminescence 
make the water 
glow.”

togatalks

The school’s biennial Career Day 
event will be held on March 23, provid-
ing students with a chance to learn about 
more than 70 different careers. The event 
is mandatory for all students.

Instead of a normal Monday sched-
ule, class periods will be shortened and 
the day will be rearranged to include 
three 40-minute sessions of presenta-
tions between classes. 

Students will attend their first two 
periods and the three speaker sessions 
before lunch, then have the rest of their 
classes after lunch.

According to guidance secretary Bon-
nie Sheikh, the main coordinator for the 
event, Career Day is “a great opportu-
nity for kids to see what life could be 
beyond high school [and] college and to 
get first-hand accounts from the profes-
sionals in their particular areas — not 
[only] what they do, but also how they 
got [to where they are].”

Planning the event is a year-long pro-
cess that starts at the beginning of the 
school year in August or September, said 
Sheikh. She gets help from a committee 

made up of parent volunteers, mainly 
from the College and Career Center 
(CCC). Together, they look through the 
list of speakers from previous years and 
contact each to see if they are willing to 
come back. 

For speakers who are unable to come 
back, Sheikh 
and her com-
mittee have 
to find other 
speakers for 
the spot. 

S h e i k h 
also has the 
help of PTSO 
v o l u n t e e r s , 
who provide 
the breakfast 
for speakers; 
as well as ad-
ditional volunteers, who help to meet 
the speakers and take them to the class-
rooms. 

On the students’ side, Sheikh sends 
out a survey on Naviance asking for 
students’ top three choices in careers to 
determine how much interest there is in 
each field. 

“Getting all the kids to fill out the sur-

vey is probably my most difficult thing,” 
Sheikh said. “I have to get them to fill 
out the survey because then I take all the 
information from Naviance and have to 
feed it into Aeries and schedule every 
kid, like running a little subschedule for 
one day for each kid.”

Sheikh as-
signs students 
who fail to fill 
out the sur-
vey on time 
to topics that 
seem to be 
popular every 
year.

“I can’t 100 
percent guar-
antee that the 
s c h e d u l i n g 
will work out 

for all three sessions for all the kids, so 
if I have some conflict, I try to put them 
in what I see as an associated or close 
topic,” Sheikh said. 

Fields that more than 100 students 
have signed up for include: chef, biolo-
gist, computer scientist, FBI agent, psy-
chologist, software developer and video 
game designer. 

For topics for which less than 15 stu-
dents have signed up, Sheikh believes 
“it’s not worth the time of the speaker” 
and assigns the students to a related 
field.

New topics are added to Career Day 
if there is enough interest and a speaker 
is willing to present on the topic. 

This year’s Career Day will be the 
first to offer presentations about social 
media; a speaker from LinkedIn will talk 
about getting a career and searching for 
jobs using the social media site.  Sheikh 
hopes that by hearing the speakers, stu-
dents will see beyond their life in high 
school. 

“It seems long and far for [students], 
but there is a big broad world out there, 
and there might be opportunities or 
things that [they] never thought of be-
fore,” Sheikh said. “[It is rewarding if] 
someone can be sparked to find some-
thing they never thought about but it re-
ally strikes them.”

She also hopes that the kids learn 
from hearing the personal stories of the 
speakers that “where you want to go 
and what you plan to do might not hap-
pen in life, [because] life is not always 
perfectly planned out. u

Biology students embark on Catalina excursion
BY BeckyHoag
& DevinZhao

School prepares for biennial Career Day in March
BY NupurMaheshwari
& DorrieTang

On the second night, they 
enjoyed an astronomy 
hike under the stars.

It seems long and far for 
[students], but there is a big 
broad world out there.

“

”
guidance secretary 

Bonnie Sheikh
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“Cyrano de Bergerac,” directed by 
senior Andrew York, is  the story of 
a  valiant but sadly, unattractive man 
who enlists the help of a more attrac-
tive man to woo the woman he loves. It 
will run on Feb. 6-8 and features soph-
omore Raymond McCarthy as Cyrano, 
senior Jay Sehmby as the Comte de 
Guiche and junior Emily Ludwig as 
Roxane.

“I am looking forward to having the 
students at SHS who have read ‘Cyra-
no de Bergerac’ in English experience 
it the way it was meant to be experi-
enced: through a live performance,” 
York said. 

York said that seeing the audience 
members on the edge of their seats 
during intense scenes will “really make 
me feel like I did my job right.”  

York’s biggest worry is that people 
may view “Cyrano” as a comedy that 
doesn’t work with the modern audi-
ence. 

“The jokes and phrases that may 
seem archaic when read instantly come 
to life and make perfect sense when the 
actor understands the purpose of what 
he or she is saying,” York said. “Al-
though I’ve trimmed the show to make 
it fit the audience better, I also want 
to keep the beauty that it was written 
with.” 

Senior Melissa Rogan, who stage 
manages both “Honestly, Now!” and 
“Cyrano,” said that “Cyrano” is an im-
pressive show with cast members who 
all get along very well, making for an 
easier and efficient rehearsal process in 
general.

As a movement and blocking-heavy 
show, “Cyrano” depends on actors to 
show up to rehearsals. If an actor isn’t 

there, they have to rely on other cast-
mates for guidance, which they have 
done.

“I’m also amazed at how they are 
able to pick up hilarious physical com-
edy bits and work with such a huge 
line load, which is personally terrifying 
to me!” Rogan said.

Adding to the difficulty of memo-
rization, many of the lines contain 
lengthy French phrases. Because none 
of the actors actually speak French, 
most actors hardly know what’s going 
on. 

“I think the hardest part is memo-
rizing the insane number of lines and 
monologues,” sophomore Raymond 
McCarthy said. “The style of writing 
brings a lot of possible interpretations 
and opportunities for humor and emo-
tion, but memorizing and speaking in 
this style while also in character can be 
really hard.” 

With many lines  to memorize and 
all the work that goes into the show, 
York has a challenging job, but his cast 
is liking the direction the show is tak-
ing. 

“[York] has a very clear vision of 
how he wants the show, and I think 
that’s really important in a director,” 
McCarthy said. “He has kept us on our 
toes by methods such as soaking us 
with a squirt gun when we mess up.” 

York said he wants to create the per-
fect show so that it is not only for the 
audience but also for everyone who 
has worked so hard to create this with 
him.

“Fourteen actors, my stage manag-
er, all the techs and my drama teacher 
have all put their trust in me and in-
vested their time, money and passion,” 
York said. “It’s my job to return all of 
that tenfold, and make something that 
everyone is proud of.” u

‘Cyrano de Bergerac’ cast prepares for opening
BY MelissaMagner
& SayaSivaram

 

Auditions for the 2015 spring mu-
sical “The Mystery of Edwin Drood” 
by Rupert Holmes, based on an un-
finished Charles Dickens novel, took 
place Jan. 21, 22 and 23. 

The musical is a play within a play. 
Students will play a cast of characters 
performing the story of Edwin Drood, 
a wealthy young man who mysterious-
ly disappears on Christmas Eve.   

The show is a murder mystery, and 
according to director Sarah Thermond, 
despite the fact that the show has dark 
undertones, it also has bits of comedic 
relief. 

Thermond hopes it will give the au-
dience the opportunity to laugh more 
than they had during last year’s spring 
musical, “Les Miserables.”

“I picked this show with many con-
siderations,” Thermond said. “I knew 
that regardless of the show, it wouldn’t 
have as much hype as ‘Les Mis,’ so I  
picked a lesser-known show.”

Thermond hopes that the commu-
nity will get excited about the show be-
cause of a unique twist: The audience 
gets to vote on its ending, which means 
the actors will need to improvise more 
rather than memorize lines.  

 Still, many of the actors are nervous 
about the nature of the show. 

Thermond acknowledges that the 
actors generally don’t get to face these 
kinds of situations outside of a class-
room setting. 

She thinks it will take a lot of effort 
for the cast to be able to perform the 
different endings, no matter which one 
the audience votes for. 

The actors are facing this challenge 
with excitement and apprehension.

“I’m excited for the ending. I think 
it’s a really unique spin on a normal 
musical,” said sophomore Kavya Sa-
dras. “I can’t wait to see how it goes.”

The cast list was announced earlier 
this week. 

The musical will perform on April 
24 and 25 at 7:30 p.m., April 26 at 2 
p.m. and May 1 and 2 at 7:30 p.m. u

‘The Mystery of Edwin Drood’ rehearsals to begin
BY MelissaMagner
& SayaSivaram

FALCON //  LAUREN LOUIE

Senior Andrew York recites a character monologue for the Chairman during the 
audition callbacks, which were held Jan. 21, 22 and 23 inside the school cafeteria. 

DRAMA

“Honestly, Now!” is a student-pro-
duced play set in the late 1960s when 
Carlita Umbro, played by sophomore 
Lea Moustakas, throws a party, but 
runs into complications when she re-
alizes that a pair of jewel thieves and 
detectives are among the guests. It was 
performed Jan. 16, 17 and 18 in the 
Thermond  Theatre, and directed by se-
nior Nastasya Kutuyev.

The cast, as well as the audience, 
liked how it turned out despite sev-
eral setbacks, such as a malfunctioning 
sound system and missing cues, which 
happened during the second perfor-
mance. 

“I realized that the phone cue wasn’t 
going to go off because our sound 
hadn’t been working,” said freshman 
Mateusz Kranz, who played Hector 
Umbro. “I spent five minutes trying to 
find an app on my phone that would 
let me play the sound cues. It was nerve 
wracking.”

The cast was forced to improvise 

lines onstage for about five minutes un-
til a solution could be found. Luckily, 
the rest of the show went off without 
a hitch.

Even with small setbacks, the show 
was a general crowd-pleaser, drawing 
several laughs from the audience. 

“It was a very funny show and they 
definitely did a great job at emphasiz-
ing the comical side of the play,” said 
junior Emily Ludwig. “I think that [Ku-
tuyev] directed the show perfectly and 
managed to focus on the most impor-
tant aspects of it.”

Although Kutuyev faced a few prob-
lems, such as trying to find a rehearsal 
schedule that fit actors’ schedules, the 
process was generally smooth. 

“At times the show was a little 
stressful because I didn’t fully under-
stand all of the complexities that came 
along with directing a show, but after I 
figured that out, the rehearsal process 
was a lot of fun,” Kutuyev said.

Added sophomore JT Hulme: “Be-
cause the cast had only eight people, 
we all became really close. That is what 
made the production so fun.” u

BY MelissaMagner
& SayaSivaram

Sophomore Lea Moustakas impatiently explains the events of the night to freshman 
Mateusz Kranz during a Jan. 15 dress rehearsal in the Thermond Drama Center.

FALCON //  SIMI SRIVASTAVA

‘Honestly, Now!’ combines humor, charm
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Approximately 400 students, all 
dressed in business attire, milled around 
the entrance to the Santa Clara County 
Office of Education. Some nervously 
paced back and forth, mumbling to 
themselves, while others confidently re-
viewed strategies with their team.

Twenty teams from schools around 
the Santa Clara County attended the 
Santa Clara County Mock Trial Invita-
tional on Jan. 17. The invitational was 
practice for the more competitive Mock 
Trial tournaments in February. 

In this year’s case, the defendant, 
Evan Shem, is accused of stealing the 
painting “Treason” from his previous 
professor and replacing it with his own 
imitation of it. Complications grow as 

two art experts voice contradicting ideas 
about which painting belongs to whom. 

Each school competed against two 
schools from outside their county. The 
SHS team, which has 15 members, went 
up against Heritage High School and 
Northgate High School. The defense 
team beat Northgate High School’s 
prosecution while the prosecution team 
failed in proving the defendant guilty 
against Heritage High School’s defense. 

“I think that our team did OK, but 
there’s definitely room to improve,” said 
freshman Katherine Zhou, who played a 
key witness in the case. “It really helped 
our team to see other teams’ perspec-
tives on the case and their tactics.”

After competing, team members 
gained experience and got feedback 
from opposing teams. They also re-

ceived advice from two attorney judges, 
the opposing teams’ coaches and co-co-
ordinator Dr. Hugh Roberts. 

“[The advice] definitely helped me 
understand how I was supposed to act 
as a witness and how I was supposed to 
speak,” said junior Rhea Srivats, who ex-
perienced her first invitational that day.

Through the positive and negative 
feedback, the team discovered its own 
weaknesses as well. According to se-
nior Michelle Luo, the Falcons’ greatest 
shortcoming was unfamiliarity with the 
case. 

In response to the team’s poor fact 
pattern knowledge, Roberts quoted 
Lucy from Charlie Brown, saying, 
“‘Even if you’re wrong, be wrong at the 
top of your voice.’”

Regardless, new members of the team 

were excited after the invitational and 
are now pumped for actual competition 
in February.

“I honestly just love the logic and the 
work that goes into Mock Trial and I can 
really see that come out in a court day,” 
Srivats said. 

After months of preparation, the invi-
tational was an opportunity for partici-
pants to see how far they had come since 
the beginning of the year.

As a whole, the team and its coaches 
were satisfied with their performance, 
and aim to work harder to improve for 
future competitions.  

“They have potential, they just need 
to learn how to use it,” Roberts said. 
“My expectations are that they will all 
continue to improve, learn a lot and 
have a good experience.” u

ORGANIZATIONS

Falcons try to perfect roles before competition
MOCK TRIAL

and his biological sister Bertukan, 12, 
joined the Bailey family, which includes 
two other adopted children: Bereket, 11, 
also from Ethiopia, and Alex, 17, from 
Russia. 

His adoptive parents are Howard Bai-
ley, who helps sell businesses, and Tanya 
Kudar, admissions director for nursery 
through grade eight at Waldorf School 
of the Peninsula. Solomon described 
his dad as fairly laid-back, whereas his 
mom is somewhat stricter.

According to Solomon, prospective 
parents working with AAI have the op-
portunity to visit an orphanage in Ethio-
pia for a week before taking any children 
home. After the week is over, the parents 
return home while the children they in-
tend to adopt are extensively tested for 
diseases. 

Upon arriving at the more affluent 
Saratoga, Solomon was welcomed by 
members of his new family. He said that 
he and his father have become particu-
larly close, and Solomon enjoys playing 
tennis and talking with him.

“Anything I would ask him, he would 
do it. He supports me,” Solomon said. “I 
love soccer; I’m a soccer player, [so] any 
time that I have soccer, it doesn’t matter 

what: he will allow me to play. Even if I 
don’t do [my] homework, he will still let 
me play.”

Solomon said that his bonds with his 
adopted siblings are strong as well. He 
often plays basketball or soccer 
with his sisters, and he draws 
and plays video games with his 
brother, a person Solomon de-
scribed as an artist with a par-
ticular knack for drawing cars.

Solomon said that for him, 
having an older brother is “re-
ally awesome.”

“He lets me do anything,” 
Solomon said. “He shares his 
stuff with me; he helps me with 
things. Like usually I have [soccer] prac-
tice at 6, and he will do my chores for 
me so I don’t have to come home tired 
and have to do all that stuff. And when 
he leaves, I do his stuff, so we help each 
other.”

Despite his family’s welcoming atti-
tude, Solomon initially struggled to ad-
just to life in America. 

 Although he was exposed to English 
because of the Americans who frequent-
ly visited his orphanage in Ethiopia, he 
still found the language difficult to catch 
on to. 

“In the beginning, I couldn’t talk, 
because I don’t know how to talk,” he 
said. “I don’t want to mess up; I don’t 
want people to think I’m not smart. So 

now when I talk to someone, I’m not 100 
percent sure that what I’m saying, if I’m 
saying it right or if I’m saying it wrong.” 

Solomon also noticed that the sense of 
community in Saratoga is vastly differ-

ent from that in Ethiopia. 
In Ethiopia, Solomon and his 

neighbors interacted on a daily 
basis through activities like 
playing on the streets in front 
of their houses. But since Solo-
mon’s current home is in a semi 
rural area, this is no longer pos-
sible.

“There, the neighbors are 
much closer to each other,” he 
said. “We’re like a family, just 

a town, we’re like a family. Here, it’s 
not like that. We knew each other, like 
we talk when we see each other, but we 
can’t really spend time with them.”

Solomon initially attended the Wal-
dorf School of the Peninsula, a private 
school in Mountain View, before he 
switched to Saratoga for his freshman 
year. 

Part of Waldorf’s philosophy is the 
notion that electronic media and tech-
nology are detrimental to children’s de-
velopment, and thus the school focuses 
more on activities such as singing, paint-
ing and knitting.

“There, they won’t allow any elec-
tronic device, so the school is everything 
handwritten, hand-drawn and every-

thing, like you can’t use a computer,” 
Solomon said. “So my dad said it would 
be a better education for me to come 
here and learn.” 

In addition, according to Solomon, 
Waldorf’s sports programs are not com-
parable with a public high school’s.  As 
an up-and-coming soccer player who 
is now on the school’s varsity team, he 
felt that Saratoga High would give him 
more athletic opportunities.

Initially, Solomon was slightly over-
whelmed by all of the unfamiliar faces 
at SHS, especially since at Waldorf, there 
were only about 20 students in each 
grade.

“[In] the middle school, we were like 
family,” he said. ”Everybody knew ev-
erybody. I knew all the kids in the mid-
dle school and even the high school. It 
was a small school.” 

Though SHS is not nearly as tight-
knit, Solomon said that teachers and 
students here have treated him well. He 
also knew a few students before moving 
schools because he plays soccer in Sara-
toga’s American Youth Soccer Organiza-
tion (AYSO). 

Ultimately, his life in Saratoga has 
been defined by his family. He can still 
recall his excitement when he met Alex 
for the first time.

“My brother, he wanted a brother,” 
Solomon said, “just like I wanted a broth-
er, because I’d never had a brother.” u

Bailey

BAILEY
continued from pg. 1

Since fall of last semester, In-
dian Cultural Awareness Club 
members have been in non-stop 
action as they prepare for Bom-
bay in the Bay, which will take 
place in the McAfee Center on 
Feb. 13 and 14. 

Among the array of perfor-
mances are grade-level dances; 
two Indian-style dances, in-
cluding classical and bhangra; 
an all-girls senior dance; an all-
boys senior dance; and a perfor-
mance from the school’s com-
petitive Indian fusion dance 
team, Toga Tamasha.  The all-
boys and all-girls senior dances 
are comprised of a select group 
of students who have partici-
pated in Bombay in the Bay for 
all four years. 

Club officers are focused on 
finalizing each performance. 

“We have to make sure each 
grade gets their lighting re-
quests, all their dances are on 
time and get costumes deliv-
ered,” said ICAC co-president 
senior Samir Ingle. 

Every year, proceeds from 
the show go to charities that 
benefit India. This year, the 
selected charity is Pratham, a 
foundation aimed to increase 
literacy in India.  

“This charity has proven 
results that persuaded us to 
donate to it,” Ingle said. “For 
example, test scores have in-
creased by almost 50 percent in 
a lot of standardized tests.”

Along with its support of 
causes in India, the show brings 
fun and entertainment to fami-
lies and friends of the Saratoga 
community. This year’s show 
features a skit inspired by the 
Bollywood movie “Bunty aur 
Babli,” comprised of a senior-

filled cast. To keep with tradi-
tion, each class will perform.

The sophomores are excited 
for their performance, having 
been able to recruit 18 boys and 
17 girls this year despite a lack 
of boys last year. 

“By watching us having fun 
last year,  the girls proved that 
we were still able to put on 
a great show without guys,” 
sophomore organizer Neythra 
Srinivasan said. 

Despite a tough academic 
load, juniors have found time 
to arrange practices and finish 
much of their choreography. 

“Even though we have a 
lot of work, we’re putting in a 
lot of time and effort into our 
performance to make sure our 
show is memorable,” junior 
Samir Vaidya said. 

The ICAC officers are pro-
moting the show by creating an 
event on Facebook, selling tick-

ets in the quad, broadcasting on 
SHS TV and showcasing it on 
the school announcement page.

By February, the club hopes 
to havesold-out shows and 
raise around $13,000 to $15,000 
for Pratham. 

“Bombay in the Bay is a great 
event because it really makes 
members come together for a 
good cause,” ICAC co-pres-
ident senior Simi Srivastava 
said. “I’m excited to see it come 
together.” u

Indian Cultural Awareness Club prepares 
for 14th Bombay in the Bay performance

FALCON // SIMI SRIVASTAVA

Juniors Sweeya Raj, Shazia Gupta and Sanam Mohan rehearse their 
all-girls’ class dance in the quad on Jan. 18 for Bombay in the Bay.

BY JadeBisht
& MayaPrasad

BY CassandraKing
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On it are five influential 
mathematicians — Euclid, Eul-
er, Gauss, Leibniz and Mandel-
brot. On the bottom left is a Fal-
con logo; on the right is a signal 
tower, representing the connec-
tions between math, our school 
and the community.

After four months of design-
ing, planning, preparing and 
painting, a Math Quad mural 
designed by freshman Lillian 
Zeng was completed on Jan. 5.

Zeng spent almost all of her 
Thanksgiving break in the Math 
Quad, working more than 12 
hours on most days.

“It took many days from 
10:30 [a.m.] in the morning to 
[midnight]  in the Math Quad 
to complete it,” Zeng said. “I’m 
excited that it’s finally coming 
to an end.”

She said she completed the 
mural with the help of “a few 
math club people, some of 
[her] friends that [she] bugged 
to participate and a couple of 
people [she didn’t] really know, 
who showed up to help due to 
math teacher PJ Yim’s advertis-
ing.” Volunteers included fresh-

men Caitlyn Chen, Hannah Fan 
and Tiffany Huang and juniors 
Lily Hu, Chris McMahon and 
Joyce Zhang.

The process started with 
power-washing the wall and 
painting it with white primer. 
The volunteers then helped 
Zeng outline basic shapes over 
a projection of her design. Af-
terwards, they applied the larg-
er blocks of color and worked 
their way to more and more 
detail. For the purple section, 
they first painted the purple 
background and then projected 
the design onto the wall again 
and used paint pens to add the 
white design on top.

Looking back on Zeng’s 
meticulous lines and detailed 
painting, students have noted 
its beauty — a perfect addition 
to the Math Quad.

“I think that [the mural] adds 
a nice pop of color to the quad, 
making it [less] dreary [than] 
before,” Huang said. “[The 
mural is] different since it’s a 
student produced work and I 
think it shows how important 
and how prevalent math is in 
our school culture and society 
in general.”

Although Zeng sees the mu-

ral as a success, the painting 
wasn’t without its challenges.

“This [was] my first time 
doing something this big so I 
made a few mistakes like buy-
ing too much of one color, not 
enough of another color or a 
color I didn’t end up needing,” 
Zeng said. “I guess if I had the 

chance to do this again, I don’t 
think I’d make those same mis-
takes.”

Nevertheless, Zeng and her 
peers are proud of the results of 
their hard work. 

“I hope that the mural will 
let people think of the Math 
Quad as a happier place, not 

the corner of campus for a sub-
ject that they hate,” Huang said. 
“People should be able to stand 
there and admire it, and think 
that the quad is now a bright-
er place, along with hopefully 
seeing that math isn’t as bor-
ing and painful as most people 
make it out to be.” u

Completed math mural takes hours of work
BY KevinChow
& DorrieTang

One of SHS’s first teachers recalls school’s humble origins

Benefit Fashion Show aims for repeat of previous success
EVENTS

A small organization that 
helps wounded and ill service 
members will be the 
recipient of the money 
raised in the annual 
Benefit Fashion Show 
on March 7. 

The Fisher House 
is a “home away from 
home” for families 
of patients receiv-
ing medical care. The 
Foundation donates 
about 99 percent of 
its profits to those it 
serves. 

“This year, we wanted to do 
something a little different and 
donate to an organization that 
isn’t super big or well-heard 
of,” commissioner Megan Mar-
shall said. 

Head commissioner senior 
Uma Kumar said the charities 
chosen in the past have usu-
ally been large organizations 
and the school’s donation usu-

ally got lost in the large sums of 
money that they received. 

 Funds from tickets and a 
silent auction will be donated 
to the foundation. Some stores, 
such as David’s Bridal, Tuxedo 

Wearhouse and Kitsch Couture, 
sponsor the show by donat-
ing clothes that the models can 
advertise. Others donate small 
items for the gift baskets avail-
able at the auction. The event 
is also open to donations from 
the community.

Kumar believes the show is 
a worthwhile experience. 

“I’ve done Benefit for all 
four years of high school and 
I think it’s a really fun way to 
help give back to our commu-
nity,” she said. “Unlike other 
fundraisers, you can show up 
and have a good time with-
out having to think about how 
much you have to raise.”

To join the show, students 
had to sign up on an online 
form where they chose their top 
three theme choices. 

Some of the themes include 
First Date, Prom and Bolly-

wood. About 200 students will 
model. 

According to Kumar, com-
missioners hope the show will 
repeat its success of past years. 

“Last year we raised about 
$7,000 and were happy with 
that number, so we want to 
emulate that same success this 
year,” she said. u

BY FionaSequeira
& ArmanVaziri

SARATOGA’S ROOTS

 

 Back when President Dwight D. 
Eisenhower still walked the halls of the 
White House and Elvis rocked record 
players, a school was built; it had beige-
colored walls, gray doors and only half 
the current student population. It would 
eventually morph into one of the most 
academically successful schools in the 
country: Saratoga High School. 

Dr. Hugh Roberts, a retired lawyer 
who is now the Mock Trial coach, began 
teaching at the school in 1959, the very 
year it opened. 

He had been asked by the principal 
of the time, Dr. Vernon E. Trimble, to 
come from Alaska, where he was then 
teaching and fishing salmon. Trimble 
had been Roberts’ senior English teacher 

when Roberts was a student of Los Ga-
tos High School in 1950.

Roberts helped 
Trimble open the 
school as the head 
of the Social Stud-
ies Department and 
taught here until re-
tiring into his own 
law practice in 1989. 
He spent 30 years 
teaching before en-
tering law. Though 
the school was so 
small in 1959 that it 
provided education 
for only 600 fresh-
men and sophomores, Roberts said the 
attitudes of the students back then are 
comparable to the ones held today.

 “From the beginning there was a high 
achievement motivation: high expecta-

tions and excellent 
performance,” Rob-
erts said. 

While the 
school’s work ethic 
back then was simi-
lar to today’s, he 
pointed to several 
key differences. For 
one, Roberts found 
that the ethnic and 
religious diversity 
was next to nonex-
istent.

 “[Saratoga] was 
a classic all WASP (White Anglo-Saxon 
Protestant) community,” Roberts said. 
“[However, it was full of] wonderful stu-

dents from parents who cared.”
In fact, the ethnic change the school 

has undergone is such that Roberts says 
it’s the biggest change from 1959. 

The school has also gained more ex-
tracurricular activity options over the 
years.

As the current Mock trial coach, Rob-
erts agrees with the administration that 
the students ought to relax more often. 

“The desire to achieve is even higher 
[even though] you do not have IB pro-
grams,” Roberts said. “I would encour-
age students to go for a hike; smell the 
roses; feel the sunshine; take in life as a 
fantastic experience — and [don’t wor-
ry about] the test scores. Originally we 
encouraged individual creativity, wher-
ever that led. I don’t see that now, but it 
may still be there. You decide.” u

BY KellyXiao

Seniors Ciara Bowen (left) and Amy Shepherd (right) strike a pose on 
stage during the annual Benefit Fashion Show that took place in 2014.

Freshman Lillian Zeng, seen in the lights of a projected image, paints a part of the math mural on Nov. 10.
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“Saratoga was 
a classic all-WASP 
community.”

former SHS teacher 
Dr. Hubert Roberts

You can show up and 
have a good time without 
having to think about how 
much you have to raise.

“

”senior Uma Kumar
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An education should be a right, not 
a privilege. But with the University of 
California’s recent announcement of an 
annual 5 percent tuition increase over 
the next five years, higher education is 
rapidly turning into a nightmare of stu-
dent debts. 

Currently, tuition for students 
($12,192) is above the national average 
of $9,100 a year by 
about $3,000. And 
with the passing 
of this increase, tu-
ition will be as high 
as $15,560 in 2019 
for undergraduate 
California students. 
For out-of-state stu-
dents, tuition will cost from $35,000 to 
$45,000. 

UC President Janet Napolitano, who 
took the position in late 2013, proposed 
the increase. According to Napolitano, 
chancellors are long overdue for a raise 
and are paid far less than those in other 
states. 

So while tuition increase is devastat-
ing already struggling students, chan-
cellors are accepting pay increases. The 
looming student debts already deter ap-
plicants from quality education. 

As expected, this was strongly op-
posed. Already the state supplies 
around $2.8 billion of the university sys-
tem’s nearly $7 billion operating budget. 
Gov. Jerry Brown generously offered 
to increase state funding by 4 percent, 

around $120 million each year, for the 
next two years, providing that the board 
freezes tuition. This is despite the 5 per-
cent increase that has already been ac-
tive in the last two years.

But Napolitano says that they would 
need more — around 9 percent annually 
— in order to provide for the “neces-
sary” pay increases, admitted students, 
etc.

None of these reasons beg immedi-
ate attention. Chancellors are not living 

paycheck to pay-
check. Some stu-
dents don’t even 
have time to pay 
off debts  when 
school respon-
sibilities don’t 
leave time for a 
job. 

No employee raise should come out 
of the pockets of struggling students. 
This injustice was vocalized through 
various protests, walkouts and occupa-
tions. From Berkeley to Irvine, students 
occupied, staged sit-ins and rallied. Re-
gardless, their voices were ignored.

The UCs are supposedly public uni-
versities. But with climbing tuitions, 
they remain available to a very narrow 
public: the privileged public. Not to 
mention the surplus of out of state stu-
dents given they pay higher tuitions. 

Education is promoted immensely in 
our communities, but impossible costs 
are deterring students from actually re-
ceiving this education. Graduates with 
student debt leave school with a burden-
ing weight, instead of the liberated feel-

ing that should come with a degree.
If the University of California system 

truly wants to aid its students, addition-
al instructors aren’t needed right now. 
Increasing tuition, increasing paychecks, 
increasing the budget — none of this is 
worth decreasing the average student’s 
quality of life. Students need education 
to be an actual possibility, not an impos-
sible dream.

Whether it be from taxpayers’ pocket 
or the students’, education costs — that 

is undeniable. But as of now, the bal-
ance of burden is resting heavily on the 
backs of 19 to 23 year olds. Their educa-
tion can’t even be fully embraced when 
they’re worrying about money. 

This isn’t “the real world,” it’s an un-
just world. Although it may not seem 
so, lowering tuition, and therefore pro-
viding an affordable education, benefits 
us all. Trust that education accessed by 
society as a whole will pay off in the fu-
ture. u

UC tuition hikes deter and doom students
BY LaurenLouie
& ArmanVaziri

KEVIN CHOW

candidcaricatures

LETTER TO THE EDITOR: SOCRATIC SEMINARS
Dear editors,

As a firm believer in the power of 
Socratic seminar, I was discouraged to 
read [Fiona] Sequeira and [Kelly] Xiao’s 
opinion piece in the Nov. 21 issue of The 
Falcon. I am saddened to read that an 
open format in which students have the 
power to drive the discussion has be-
come something to be “endured.” How 
ironic that such a format has led to feel-
ings of restriction. Fortunately, my col-
leagues in the English Department and I 
have seen enough examples of seminars 
that build enduring understandings — 
and academic communities — that we 
will continue to hold them and to learn 
from them. 

A Socratic seminar is a process, not a 
product. It may take “10 disjointed con-
tributions” to arrive at meaning — and 
that ratio is not a failure. Speaking and 

listening are skills that require develop-
ment. While Socratic seminars may feel 
like a performance, your teachers know 
that they are a process, and we see our-
selves as coaches working to prepare 
you for effective discourse in college and 
more importantly, beyond. We hope that 
by your senior year, individually and col-
lectively, you have the skills in place to 
engage in discussion that “even Socrates 
would recognize and approve of.” 

It is a misconception that each time 
a student opens her mouth she earns 
points. It is also a misconception that 
these discussions are so high stakes that 
grades are on the line. While I under-
stand that it could be comforting to be-
lieve that “points are awarded” simply 
for opening one’s mouth, this situation 
is simply not the case. The rubric several 
SHS English teachers use says nothing 
about number of contributions. In fact, 

the first descriptor reads, “I left the semi-
nar better off than I started.”

 Furthermore, some Socratic seminars 
are graded and some are not. I assess 
students on a combination of written 
preparation and post-discussion reflec-
tion along with participation in the semi-
nar itself. One of my colleagues takes 
detailed, almost transcript-like notes on 
the statements and contributions — even 
when she doesn’t grade the actual semi-
nar.  Like most experiences in education, 
students get out what they put in. Stu-
dents who go in with an open attitude, 
expecting to learn from their peers often 
do.

I, too, would like to see some “com-
mon sense reforms,” but I believe that 
it is students who have the most power 
to make these reforms. I agree that stu-
dents should use this format at a chance 
to become better listeners. I also chal-

lenge students to have empathy for 
their classmates and trust in their teach-
ers. For instance, for some participants, 
agreeing with an existing statement is a 
strong start. I call upon students to trust 
that their teacher is working behind the 
scenes with students who appear to be 
too reticent — as well as those who ap-
pear to dominate. Put it this way: If you 
can recognize when a classmate hasn’t 
added to the discourse, chances are your 
teacher can, too. 

I’m proud to work with educators 
who understand that our job descrip-
tion extends far beyond “observes and 
awards points.” We will continue to 
provide opportunities and coaching. So-
cratic Seminars are yours. I urge you to 
make them something neither you nor 
Socrates would cringe at. u

—Suzanne Herzman, English teacher

The first semester of senior year is no-
torious for being one of the most stress-
ful times in a student’s life, filled with 
numerous AP classes and a barrage of 
college applications. But most seniors 
get so caught up in the stress of apply-
ing to a four-year college that they don’t 
even consider other options.

Community college is a case in point. 
Many people dismiss this idea because 
of the negative stigma around the educa-
tion at these schools. Misconceptions in-
clude the idea that it is only for students 
of low income or low academic stand-
ing. However, those who believe this are 
disregarding several other factors, like 
extended time for major decisions and 
the low cost of education. 

There are other perks to attending 
community college, such as the easier 

ride to many colleges in the future. By 
getting general education courses out of 
the way locally, students may have the 
opportunity to go to a plethora of top-
tier colleges that might have not been in 
reach previously.

Furthermore, most UCs, including 
prestigious UCs like San Diego and UC 
Davis, guarantee community college 
transfers a spot at their school. 

There’s also no need for community 
college students to take the SAT or ACT 
for admittance. More money is saved, 
considering how much is spent for stan-
dardized testing preparation.

What’s more, going to a community 
college is cheaper. While money might 
not seem like a big concern in a wealthy 
area college costs can challenge even 
well-off families. Let’s say a student de-
cides to apply as an undetermined major 
to private university. According to Col-

lege Board, they would have to pay, on 
average, $30,000 per year at a four-year 
institution. What’s the point of spending 
all that if you don’t even know what you 
want to do? It’s as if higher education 
has become a competition of who can 
get into the most prestigious university. 

While students at universities pay 
outrageously high tuition, commu-
nity college students in California only 
spend about $5,000 per year, according 
to the organization that represents them.

Additionally, with so many seniors 
wanting to go to four-year colleges now-
adays, many public universities are be-
ing flooded with applicants, making it 
much more difficult to ensure that stu-
dents get the credits needed to graduate. 

Fulfilling general education require-
ments at a community college allows 
students to bypass the rush and jump 
directly into classes specific to their ma-

jor. Furthermore, the class sizes tend to 
be more reasonable in a local community 
college than in universities.

One of the most appealing aspects 
about attending a community college 
is that it provides a transition between 
high school and college life. There’s a 
sea of new peers, new teachers and new 
classes, and yet, there’s no need to worry 
about paying to wash laundry, staying in 
a dorm or having a meal plan. While it’s 
good experience to learn to live on your 
own in a four-year college, going to a 
two-year college first allows students to 
save up money for living independently 
later. 

There can be a million paths to get to 
the same spot. Don’t discount commu-
nity college just because that isn’t what 
everyone else is doing. Just do what’s 
best for you, not what’s the best looking 
to the outside world. u

Community college education deserves consideration
BY BeckyHoag

Students need education 
to be an actual possibility, 
not an impossible dream. UC tuition

Student 
debt

January 30, 2015saratogafalcon
THE 11OPINION

There is an enormous world of op-
portunity outside of the “Saratoga 
Bubble.” A huge number of colleges, 
hundreds of fields of study — and with 
that, a variety of career paths.  

But with this array of opportunities 
come several difficult decisions. Engi-
neering or Biochemistry? Architect or 
stockbroker? Career Day, a day when 
professionals from different fields come 
to present to aspiring students, is in-
tended to help answer these questions. 

And while Career Day can help pro-
vide students with new options and 
perspectives, it’s not always as useful 
as it could be. A lack of student interest 
and dull presentations can render the 
day a waste of time.

 But the truth is that you get what 
you put in. If students pick topics that 
they have no interest in, they will have 
wasted hours of a school day. However, 
if they put thought into picking careers 
and listen attentively, there is real value 
in the presentations. 

At the same time, however, present-
ers should reciprocate students’ interest 
by actually giving relevant and useful 
material about their field. The present-
ers are supposed to give a brief syn-
opsis of their field, but have, on some 
occasions, instead explained their per-
sonal opinions on the field. 

Two years ago, some students com-
plained that instead of explaining the 
positive aspects of a field, a present-
er focused instead on why students 
shouldn’t enter the field. This action 
discouraged a significant number of 

genuinely interested students.
Furthermore, some presenters with 

a lack of material try to stumble their 
way through a presentation, adding to 
the perception of time being wasted. 

Although the school does give pre-
senters some guidelines on what and 
how to present, perhaps even more 
guidance is needed. 

Maybe the school could use the pow-
er of video to show presenters exam-
ples of what good presentations look 
and sound like. We have the feeling 
that some could do significantly better 
if they had specific models to copy.  

In a good presentation, students 
generally want to receive relevant in-

formation in a concise manner. Also, 
anything that involves student partici-
pation helps students get hands-on ex-
perience of what the career entails. For 
instance, it’s always a hit when a chef 
treats the students to culinary delights. 

Additionally, it is important that 
students give the school accurate feed-
back on the presenters once Career Day 
is over. That way, good presenters will 
be invited back and weaker ones can be 
replaced.

Most of us don’t really know what 
we will be doing in 10 or 20 years, but 
maybe a highly effective Career Day can 
help provide some clues about what we 
should be when we grow up. u
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The Saratoga Falcon staff voted 36-0 in support of guidelines for presenters.

Career Day beneficial to students; 
presenters need further guidance

Meninism: a radical 
backlash to feminism

More frat control needed

Recently, the fraternity Tau Kappa 
Epsilon in the University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee has been accused of mark-
ing students with red and black Xs in or-
der to put a certain date rape drug into 
their alcoholic drinks during parties. As 
a result, the university shut down the 
fraternity immediately after the police 
investigated the crime scene. 

Unfortunately, this sort of vulgar act 
is only one example of dozens that oc-
cur in different 
college campuses 
across the coun-
try. Nowadays, 
the use of sub-
stances at frater-
nity parties has 
been increasingly 
used for raping 
women. 

In the 1770s, 
fraternities were created to increase 
brotherly bonding and to promote “eth-
ical conduct,” which seems ironic in 
comparison to how they are sometimes 
utilized in today’s society. As students 
go off to college, they are bestowed an 
incredible amount of independence, 
which tempts them to test the extent of 
their freedom. 

The British newspaper The Guardian 
said that men in fraternities are three 
times more likely to take advantage of 
women than those not in fraternities; 
the fraternity Beta Theta Pi at Wesleyan 
College is even called the “Rape Fac-
tory” according to the newspaper Huff-
ington Post.  

In September, a senior at Columbia 
University began carrying her mattress 
around campus as an academic per-
formance project and a protest against 
the Columbia administration, who dis-
missed a case against her alleged rapist 
who still attends the university. Too of-
ten, there have been protests that have 
ended in vain because while protests 

garner public attention, they fail to pro-
vide viable solutions to the issues. 

One way to fix the abusive nature of 
fraternities is for the school’s adminis-
tration to enforce strict regulations with 
stringent punishments for bad conduct. 
Administrators tend to let these parties 
slide because they view sexual violence 
on their campus as inevitable, and it 
would make no difference to regulate 
such parties. Colleges also tend to ig-
nore rape acts in their campus because 
they don’t want to tarnish the reputa-
tion of their school. By heightening 

rules for fraternities, 
colleges may be able 
to reduce the number 
of assaults. 

By having police 
or security guards 
posted outside of 
parties, it provides 
for more security to 
reduce drunk driv-
ing and other illegal 

acts. Also, the fraternities should have 
students standing guard in front of the 
dorm rooms to reduce the chance of 
rapes occurring in common places.

The administration should also take 
a decisive stance when it comes to stu-
dents breaking rules and sexual crimes 
within fraternities. 

Instead of wishy-washy punish-
ments, the school should be seeking jail 
time for offenders. Since most students 
attending college are not under the 
safety cushion of the juvenile system, 
the student should be given the punish-
ment appropriate to their crimes as if 
they were 40-year-old adults.

Rather than sticking to ineffective 
protests and wondering why these 
rapes take place within their campus, 
colleges need to implement stricter au-
thority and reduce the freedoms these 
fraternities have. 

Colleges can start to see improve-
ment in the safety and restore the glory 
and respect fraternities used to have in 
the past. u

So apparently now it’s entertain-
ment when misogynists get together 
on social media websites and demand 
women pay for dinner, mock domestic 
violence, body shame people and deni-
grate women and feminism in the name 
of equality.

This is exactly what is happening 
with the hashtag “meninism” on sites 
such as Twitter and Tumblr. As backlash 
to feminism, meninism has arisen as  a 
“champion” for men’s rights. Meninists 
degrade women, shaming them with 
posts like, “Ladies, the next time a guy 
has the guts to talk to [you], remember 
that he’s not wearing makeup. Also re-
member what you look like without it.” 

Their audacity knows no bounds, 
and it is impossible to see how it could 
be construed as humor.

For example, one Twitter user ridi-
culed domestic violence,  saying “If 
a female say[s] she ain’t seen my text, 
then she ain’t gonna see these upper-
cuts too.”

To their credit, sometimes these men 
make points that could be considered 
valid when they talk about the double 
standards. They’re right — women 
should treat men to a dinner once in a 
while, and men definitely don’t have to 
pay on every date. 

And if the body type of women 
doesn’t have any effect on how good of 
a partner they are, then neither should 
the body type of a man. What these me-
ninists don’t realize is that this is exact-

ly what feminists are fighting for.
It is true that the portrayal of femi-

nism by some women has been bent out 
of shape so badly that it is hardly recog-
nizable. Many people — both men and 
women — are terrified of supporting 
the feminist movement because they 
don’t want to be seen as “man-hating.” 
Meninism is a reaction to this radical 
version of feminism.  

These perceptions of feminism fail to 
capture the essence of what the move-
ment is about. Feminism fights for 
gender equality, not just for women’s 
rights. The name comes from the fact 
that women have been seen as inferior 
for a long time, and the evidence is ev-
erywhere. Even today, in private corpo-
rations women make about 80 percent 
the money men can make in similar 
jobs, simply because of their gender.

Lately, our society has taken steps 
to reduce the gaps between men and 
women. Actresses like Rebel Wilson and 
Melissa McCarthy have been praised 
for their acceptance of their plus-sized 
bodies, which is especially great be-
cause large men in the same industry, 
including Seth Rogen and Jonah Hill, 
have been popular for quite a while. 

If these men are truly offended by 
the double standard, the proper course 
of action would be to work with femi-
nists instead of against them.

If they are just posting things to at-
tract some attention, though, then they 
really just need to grow up. Let’s give 
our attention to movements that actu-
ally deserve it. u

BY MayaPrasad
& FionaSequeira
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Nowadays, the use of 
substance at fraternity 

parties has been 
increasingly used for 

raping women.

KEVIN CHOW

BY AmulyaVadlakonda
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Facebook: Tracking of user activity invades privacy

My eyes scan through my Facebook 
newsfeed. Everything seems monoto-
nous: numerous posed images, selfies 
and pictures of food. 

My attention, however, is suddenly 
caught by something familiar: a Hollis-
ter advertisement. It’s an image of a pink 
dress that seems oddly familiar. After 
staring at it for a few seconds, I realize 
that this was the dress that I had ordered 
online just minutes ago.

In the past few months, I have seen a 
recurring pattern in the advertisements 
placed on Facebook. Not only are they 
relevant to my searches, but they are ex-
actly the items I’ve searched for. 

Facebook and other such Internet 
sites’ abilities to access items entered 
into the search engine are outright 
creepy. This attempt to make money 

through advertisements too often feels 
like a breach of privacy. The advertise-
ments displayed on each user’s page 
are supposed to be relevant to what that 
person likes. But the site’s ability to peek 
into our search en-
gines raises further 
concerns. What 
else can these web-
sites access? 

The sites’ ability 
to leak into one’s 
browser history is 
upsetting. If there 
is personal information in one’s browser 
history such as emails, personal mes-
sages, school documents and credit card 
numbers, it is unsettling that this infor-
mation is accessible to complete strang-
ers.

This is exemplified through the case 
of David Barksdale, a former 27-year-old 

Google employee, who took advantage 
of his power and hacked into various 
teens’ accounts. Giving these companies 
such liberty in retrieving personal infor-
mation is a tremendous risk. 

For ex-
ample, Face-
book is able 
to track com-
mon websites 
and what 
people search 
on those web-
sites. They are 

able to regurgitate back onto our news-
feeds. With the pattern of websites visit-
ed and items searched up on those sites, 
Facebook is able to determine sensitive 
details, such as gender and address.

Their ability to access nearly infinite 
information about us is alarming. Wrong 
use of this information could quickly es-

calate from simply viewing others’ chats 
to using such information to stalk or rob 
people and their homes.

Upon reading the “terms of usage” 
for these sites, one will realize that these 
companies claim to be, and are within 
their legal boundaries. But in reality, 
they have access to sensitive information 
about us that could harm us in many 
ways. 

Although the companies are within 
their legal boundaries, it’s unacceptable 
for them to have such critical informa-
tion.

These privacy-invading abilities must 
be halted. We can ensure it is by logging 
out of different social networking sites 
or clearing our history before searching 
for private matters. Although it’s a pain, 
it is, as of now, the best way to save our-
selves these small but dangerous inva-
sions of our privacy. u

BY DeepthiSampathkumar

SAT security policies 
should be increased

The SAT has always caused an ex-
treme amount of stress for students 
worldwide. And with the pressure to 
do well comes the inclination to cheat; 
students across the globe have come 
up with inventive ways to get around 
the important test. 

Sam Eshaghoff was one of these stu-
dents.

Eshaghoff, from Long Island, New 
York, was charged with criminal im-
personation and fraud in 2011. 

Having scored well on the SAT him-
self, Eshaghoff was paid about $2,500 
by at least 15 students to take the SAT 
for them. His scheme was simple: Take 
the school’s ID card template, insert his 
client’s name and his own photo and 
then take the test impersonating them.

The College Board has policies re-
garding identification of test-takers, 
but they are not enforced stringently 
enough, as shown by Eshaghoff’s 
scam. The College Board only requires 
a valid photo ID in order to ensure ac-
cessibility for all students. But because 
of this, people like Eshaghoff have 
been able to find a way around this 
rule — amazingly, Eshaghoff was even 
able to take the test for females.

Since then, dozens of cases of cheat-
ing on standardized tests have oc-
curred. One of the most recent was on 
Nov. 8, when students in China and 
South Korea were cited for cheating on 
the SAT. These students hired others 
who had already taken the test in a dif-
ferent time zones to send test answers 
via text during the breaks.

There was really no way to stop 
them because of the College Board’s 
lack of enforcement of policies regard-
ing cell phone usage.  

Testing companies and proctors 
must understand that standardized 
tests affect a student’s future — a stu-
dent who has cheated on the SAT may 
find more success than one who has 
studied and put the effort into it, but 
has still gotten a lower score.

Something as simple as confining 
students during breaks  can solve this 
issue and prevent cases of cheating 
through phones. Phones should also be 
collected by test administrators prior 
to the start of the test.

Bathroom breaks can also be modi-
fied by having another qualified 
adult accompany the student to the 
bathroom. A common but more offi-
cial form of identification that cannot 
be easily forged, such as a passport, 
should be required. Developments like 
these would make the lives of test-tak-
ing impersonators much harder, and 
therefore discourage students from 
trying to take the easy way out. u

BY TrevorLeung
& NeeharThumaty

Parental intervention in college apps harmful

Completing college applications is a 
long and difficult process. Students of-
ten turn to counselors for help, some-
times for thousands  of dollars. There’s 
no denying that the extra help students 
are able to receive at SHS  is an advan-
tage and a privilege. But what about pa-
rental aid? 

Involving parents in the college ap-
plication process is dangerous. From 
biased and uncalled for essay edits to 
unlimited, constant access, parental in-
volvement when applying to colleges is 
more harmful than helpful. 

Counselors, whether or not they be 

at school, are limited in their ability to 
directly help students with their appli-
cations. But there is no professional bar-
rier between parents and their kids and 
therefore no bar-
rier when it comes 
to the privacy of 
college applica-
tions. It’s easier to 
say “no” to a coun-
selor than it is to a 
parent.  

Parents want so badly for their kids 
to be accepted into the  college of their 
choice that they can be unintentionally 
relentless and ruthless in their involve-
ment. That means working through hol-
idays and enduring constant revisions 

and endless unwarranted advice.
None of this is to say that editing es-

says and looking over final versions of 
an application is overstepping boundar-

ies. It’s when edit-
ing essays turns 
into writing es-
says, and looking 
over applications 
turn into doing 
applications that 
lines are crossed 

and the application is no longer a reflec-
tion of the applicant in question. 

Parents should have no direct in-
volvement in their children’s applica-
tions. They shouldn’t write essays or 
fill out the forms. Nothing. It’s not fair 

to the students who take chunks of time 
out of their schedules in order to work 
on applications and to the students who 
aren’t able to receive this sort of boost 
from their parents. Parents’ direct in-
volvement is essentially falsifying infor-
mation on the application. If cheating on 
tests is not allowed, why should this be?

College applications are the gateway 
to the next stage of life. It is absurd to 
think that students’ futures should 
be interfered with by the meddling of 
overly concerned parents. So parents, 
limit yourselves. And students, don’t be 
afraid to limit your parents. Understand 
the boundaries, but most of all, under-
stand that this is your future — a future 
that you want to decide for yourself. u

When evaluating applicants, colleges 
should practice holistic review policy, 
which allows them to gain insight into 
the qualities that transcend academic 
statistics.  

While empirical data such as GPA 
and standardized test scores are useful 
markers for academic achievement, they 
do not always portray the full scope of 
a student’s qualities, which are better 
demonstrated through the level of their 
extracurriculars, jobs, creative talents 
and passions and essays. 

While many colleges do consider 
these other aspects in the overall appli-
cation package, a better balance needs 
to be attained, as far too much stress is 
placed first and foremost on the straight 
up numbers. 

The result? Students are defined by a 
constricted point of view, which is more 
fit for robots than living, breathing hu-
man beings. The emphasis in applica-
tions ought to rest on the whole person, 
and how the individual can contribute 
to the school and world in meaningful 
ways. 

UCs often solely look at grades and 
test scores to get students through the 
door, and it is only after they’re in that 
the other aspects of their applications 
are considered. This approach neglects 
the other parts of a student that distin-
guish them from others.

Under the holistic admissions policy, 
a student with a lower GPA who swims 
or plays the French horn at a national 
or award-winning level may be admit-
ted over a student with a high SAT who 
does not participate in any extracur-

riculars. By giving extracurriculars and 
other endeavors more weight than test 
scores in the admissions process, col-
leges are taking the time to get to know 
a student as an individual with distinct 
talents.

However, some students regard holis-
tic applications with uneasiness because 
they are characterized by undefined 
subjectivity. That’s where empirical data 
is effective: it’s objective, clear cut, and 
evens the playing field, unlike holistic 
review.

Additionally, students may even 
fraudulently mold themselves to em-
body “authenticity” by pursuing specif-
ic extracurriculars because they believe 
they will demonstrate qualities colleges 
like. 

Holistic review may not be a fool-
proof method, yet without it, the admis-
sions process would be nowhere close 
to an accurate assessment of a potential 
applicant. 

Yes, achievement in challenging 
courses is an important constituent of all 
college applications, and colleges need 
to be assured that the students they ad-
mit will succeed academically at their 
institution. However, holistic admis-
sions do not neglect empirical data it 
just places other aspects of the applica-
tion at the same level, or even above.

Colleges should practice the holistic 
review policy because students will be 
able to avoid judgment based solely on 
cold, emotionless numbers. Whether or 
not a student receives a thin envelope 
or a congratulatory acceptance from the 
college of his or her choice, the student 
should at least be assured that he or she 
was considered as a whole person. u

BY LaurenLouie
& ArmanVaziri

Parents’ direct involvement 
is essentially falsifying 

information on the 
application.

This attempt to make 
money through 

advertisements too often feels 
like a breach of privacy.

Holistic review in 
college apps needed
BY FionaSequeira

What is the problem?
SAT companies and proctors need to 
check student’s identities more closely to 
avoid cheating.

Possible solutions
Students should be required to bring a 
passport rather than any I.D., and cell 
phones should be taken by proctors. 

SAT security

bigideaTH
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Bakery doesn’t live up to reviews

¿Hola?
That’s it. That’s pretty much the extent of our 

Spanish speaking abilities. Saya knows a few 
choice expletives and Amulya has a top-notch 
Shakira voice. Other than that, we’re pretty much 
useless. 

Of course, being in Spanish 4 Honors and Span-
ish 3 respectively means that we both have the the-
ory of Spanish down to a science. If you give us a 
grammar handout, we can complete in perfectly in 
minutes. Having an actual conversation, however, 
is a completely different story.

Neither of us has managed to 
perfect the fluidity with which 
native Spanish speakers con-
verse, and when put on the spot 
and asked to say a grammatical-
ly correct sentence, we generally 
tend to clam up. 

In a moment of great mental 
weakness, we decided that it 
might be a good idea to challenge our linguistic 
talents and speak only Spanish for the duration of 
an entire Friday. Bonus points for speaking with a 
telenovela (soap opera) voice. 

The day started off easily, seeing as we both had 
our Spanish classes first thing in the morning, but 
Chemistry could have been potentially  problem-
atic. Thankfully, we had a test that period, so after 
the first few minutes of frantic review, we didn’t 
have to speak at all for approximately 90 minutes. 
We never thought that we would be thankful for 
a test, but in that moment, we were.  We’ve also 

never been so reluctant to finish a test.
The real party followed Chemistry when we ex-

ited the controlled environment of the classroom 
and were immediately bombarded by classmates. 

“How did you do? What did you get for that 
one problem about that thing? What’s number 
two? What version of the test did you have?”

“Espero que … que … uhhh…”
Shoot. We’d never quite appreciated the won-

der that is charades until then. 
It seemed like no matter what we were trying 

to say, we ended up miming the action instead, of-
ten looking like we were doing the Mexican Hat 
Dance. We don’t even like that song. 

This routine continued into lunch, where we 
performed a rain dance in the middle of the quad 
while trying to express our dislike of the day’s 
weather. Amulya also accidentally told a friend 
that she was pregnant (embarazada), but it turns 
out she was just embarrassed.

Saya managed to avoid 
public humiliation (for 
the most part) and took 
it upon herself to learn 
several different pick up 
lines in Spanish. (“Soy 
una ladrona y estoy aquí 
para robar su corazón” or 
“I am a thief here to steal 

your heart”). She then proceeded to repeat them 
to all of the attractive guys in the vicinity. It didn’t 
work out for her.  By the end of the school day, we 
were tired, frustrated, and craving Chipotle, but 
we went home and studied for Trig anyway.

Sitting through a few years of Spanish classes 
may help you get Language credits but nothing 
can help you when you are put on the spot to 
speak fluently to a group of people in a foreign 
language except practice. At least we can say that 
we tried. Thank you and goodbye.  

Or rather, Gracias y adiós. u

Can you speak Spanish all day?

Editor’s Note: These questions were gathered and then answered 
to the best of “Sara Toga’s” ability. If you would like to submit ques-
tions for upcoming issues, please ask them on ask.fm/dearabbyshs.

Dear Sara, how do I get over my addiction to Trivia 
Crack? It’s unhealthy.

There are 12 steps to overcome addiction. The first is re-
alizing that you are powerless over your addiction and that 
your life has become unmanageable.

You are well on your way, my friend.

Dear Sara, what should I do if I like two guys at once? 
One of them talks to me a lot, but it seems like he flirts with 
every girl, but the other is a good friend who doesn’t really 
make the effort to talk to me a lot.

You won’t know how they feel unless you talk to them. At the 
very worst, you’ll get shot down, embarrassed beyond measure 
and transformed into a person too afraid to ever trust another — 
your friendship will die and you will have completely failed your 
life. But at least it’s better than never knowing, right? (Hint: the 
answer is yes, despite common sense.)

Dear Sara, I don’t know who to ask to prom. No matter 
who I consider, I am scared they will think I have true feel-
ings for them, which is not the case. How can I solve this 
problem?

Simple. It’s called communication. It solves everything. 

Oh wait, I have a better solution. You don’t have a date. 
I don’t have a date. You get me, and I get you. This is great.

Dear Sara, in your opinion, do you think that this school 
has a healthy balance between fun and work?

It is absolutely no secret that Saratoga is an academically 
rigorous school, and there is inevitable stress that comes from 
such high standards of education. There are definitely times 
where I have personally felt incredibly overwhelmed, but I 
also have made some of the best memories of my life at this 
school. In my experience, I have been able to balance “fun 
and work.” But it is true that it is hard to find that balance. 
You have to establish it for yourself. You have to know your 
breaking point, and you need to find a way stop yourself be-
fore you reach it. If you’re looking for ways to relax, joining 
clubs or participating in school functions can be a great way 
to be involved at school and hang out with friends and class-
mates. It’s not easy, but once you can find that balance, it’s 
much easier to maintain it.  And to be honest, it’s not about 
cutting back on APs and Honors. If you’re determined to 
work, then do it; just don’t forget to have some fun from time 
to time.

*****

*****    

*****

*****
Dear Sara, Talib Kweli has said that people should en-

gage artists politically but that we shouldn’t be disappoint-
ed if they “don’t give you what you want” in their replies. 
Do you think artists should use their influence to bring 
awareness to more social and political issues besides talk-
ing about materialism?

An artist’s job is to entertain us. As such, I don’t believe 
they are under any obligation to bring awareness to any is-
sues. That being said, there is never too much publicity for 
worthy causes, and if an artist chooses to advocate or bring 
awareness to the problems they believe are important, then 
kudos to them. 

Dear Sara, Do you like waffles? Do you like pancakes? 
Do you like french toast?

Yeah, we like waffles!  Yeah, we like pancakes!  Yeah, we 
like french toast!

This would have been much better if it went in order, don’t 
you think?

*****

Saya Sivaram and Amulya Vadlakonda

burrito 
connoisseur

We entered the Chinese pastry shop Kee Wah 
Bakery with high hopes and empty stomachs, ex-
pecting to be amazed. The bakery had received 
rather generous reviews on Yelp, perhaps due to 
its friendly staff and lovely ambiance. However, 
its  hours were too short and its pastries were too 
small for the price, leading to a rather disappoint-
ing visit. 

Perhaps the largest failing of the posh shop is 
its shortage of foodstuffs. By 7 p.m., when  we 
arrived, nearly all the shelves were empty. Faced 
with few options, we ended up ordering a slice of 
a coffee swiss roll, a cappuccino and a sliver of a 
French cheesecake, all for a grand total of $6.50. 

The French cheesecake, one of the few baked 
goods the shop had left in stock, was a dismal dis-
appointment. We received the slice of a flavorless 
cheesecake for the atrocious price of $2.75. Even 
the cheesecakes at Safeway are more appetizing, 
not to mention less expensive.

The coffee swiss Roll, which barely tasted like 
coffee, was neither horrible nor delightful, but was 
definitely not worth another $2.75. 

While the staff was pleasant, the service was 
rather slow, and the wait for the cappuccino was 
much longer than the wait for coffee at more con-
venient establishments like Starbucks and Peet’s 
Coffee. 

But Kee Wah Bakery wasn’t all bad. Aside from 
the food itself, the shop was a joy to eat in. Festive 
lights adorned the counters and the wall, which 
was also graced by the outline of a Christmas tree, 
even though we went in mid-January. The venue 
had plentiful seating and comfortable chairs, al-
though very few people stayed to eat. The bakery 

was well-lit and seemed fairly clean, and offered 
free wifi after we paid for our order.

To its credit, the bakery is nestled in the heart of 
Cupertino, just off S. De Anza Blvd, fairly close to 
the high school, and therefore ideal for stopping 
by after school. Unfortunately, the short hours (the 
store closes at 8 p.m. on Friday nights) made us 
feel rather rushed. We were unable to enjoy, let 
alone finish, our meals. 

Kee Wah Bakery turned out to be just all right. 
Perhaps we set our expectations too high for the 
small shop by comparing it to the more popular 85 
degrees, or perhaps we went at a time when their 
better pastries were simply out of stock. Whatever 
the reason, we found the bakery, with its lack of 
foodstuffs and overpriced goods, to be unsatisfy-
ing, at best. Despite its gracious staff and welcom-
ing atmosphere, Kee Wah Bakery leaves much to 
be desired, and we will be continuing our search 
for better bread elsewhere. u

BY MilesAlbert
& GitikaNalwa

“Japanese, 
because it is a 
really beautiful 
langauge.” 

junior Naveed Riaziat

What language 
would you 
want to learn?

sophomore Samay Garg

togatalks
“Hindi. I want 
to be able 
to talk to my 
grandparents” 

The day started off easily, 
seeing as we both had 

our Spanish classes first 
thing in the morning. 

(OUT OF FIVE)
Where: 10370 South De Anza Boulevard
Cupertino
Open from: 9:00 am to 7:30 pm
Price range: Under $10

Kee Wah Bakery 
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Ah, the sweatshirt. Pull one on and 
you are enveloped in a warm cinna-
mon bun of pure bliss. But there’s a 
catch — sweatshirts lack the fashion 
forward quality of other garments. 
So for 2015, we resolved to leave our 
sweatshirts in our closet, and attempt 
to make our outfits more chic. 

Summer’s Resolution
With busy school schedules (espe-

cially during  junior year), I know how 
it feels to wake up in the morning, and 
in a  sleep-deprived state, resort to 
throwing on a sweatshirt and sweats.  
However, as a New Year’s resolution, 
Fiona and I pledged to avoid the easy, 
go-to outfits that we normally choose, 
and attempt a more fashionable style. 

Staring at the row of sweatshirts in 
my closet in the morning during the 
week before first-semester finals, the 
resolution lingered in my mind  With 
the added the added stress of finals 
and the freezing temperature, there 
was absolutely no way I would be able 
to avoid the cozy comfort of a sweat-

shirt for more than a week. However, 
once I wore a sweatshirt once, I contin-
ued to try and stick with the resolution. 
But as work and the weather began to 
take a toll on me, sweatshirts began to 
become more popular once again. In 
January, there was little hope remain-
ing. The cold days and lack of desire to 
get up had taken its toll and required 
the comfort of a sweatshirt.

“What’s the point?” I asked my-
self. Attire at school is important even 
though you miss out on compliments 
from your friends and don’t wear a 
majority of the clothes in your closet. 
But regardless, I think we’ll both try 
again next year. 

Fiona’s Resolution
Friends at school have always com-

mented that I love to wear sweatshirts. 
So when the Lifestyle editors proposed 
a New Year’s Resolution challenge, I 
was determined to prove that I could 
sport the other clothes in my wardrobe 
just as effortlessly. At first, I thought 
leaving sweatshirts out of my fashion 
ensemble would be an easy feat. No 
sweatshirts? No sweat! Not so fast.

Summer and I began the challenge 
at the beginning of December, and at 
first I found it relatively easy. I cau-
tioned myself to opt for a cardigan, 
coat, or jacket instead. But on the sec-
ond week, my resolution took a turn 

for the worse.  
The combination of staying up late 

studying for finals as well as test anxi-
ety made my sweatshirts even more de-
sirable. On the Monday of finals week, 
I had stayed up early the night before 
cramming for my AP Biology final. My 
stress for the looming final augmented 
my stress from the time crunch, and the 
sweatshirt was the easiest and quickest 
option. With my resolve undoubtedly 
weakened, I did the unspeakable and 
wore a sweatshirt to school.

I wore sweatshirts the entire week, 
but promised myself I would return to 
the resolution as soon as the stressful 
week culminated. 

However, weather was another fac-
tor that hindered my effort. When it 
was 45 degrees in the morning, a styl-
ish sweater had hardly the same appeal 

as a warm sweatshirt. Figuring out a 
way to stay warm without a sweatshirt 
became more of a time commitment, 
and with all of the stress of school, the 
challenge became a struggle.

Once the challenge had been broken, 
I tried to stick with it whenever I could. 
My family and friends were impressed 
when I wore the other winter clothes in 
my closet rather than just that first row 
of sweatshirts, and that motivated me 
to persevere.

While the resolution has inspired 
me to wear sweatshirts to school less 
frequently, I just can’t write them off 
for good, and they will remain a cher-
ished part of my 2015 wardrobe. u 

With one handshake, our fate was 
sealed. We promised ourselves that, 
as an early New Year’s resolution, 
we would go (however long) without 
consuming more than one cookie-
sized sweet per day.  We had not real-
ized how difficult this would be, even 
though we basically live off of choco-
late and sugar.

Amelia’s Resolution
The first day after I made the reso-

lution to refrain from sugar, I had a 
hard time tearing myself away from 
the plate of pumpkin pie leftover from 
Thanksgiving (we started our New 
Year’s Resolutions in early December). 

During the first week, my little 
brother was pestering me, and in my 
peeved and jittery state, I almost re-
sorted to stuffing my face with cookies, 
catching myself as I lifted the choco-
latey goodness to my mouth. Scolding 
myself, I decided right then and there 
to put more effort into this Herculean 

task. 
Despite my resolve, I slipped up 

again later that week. I felt so guilty 
that I redoubled my efforts. With that 
determination in mind, as well as con-
stant distractions that pulled me away 
from my guilty pleasure, I managed a 
whole week sticking to my resolution, 
b r i n g i n g 
me to the 
first week of 
school after 
break.

N e a r i n g 
the end of 
January, the 
need to eat 
sugar slowly dissipated. It took several 
weird, one-sided mental debates with 
myself, but finally I was able to turn 
down numerous offers to take home 
fruitcake leftovers from family friends 
and continue eating my carrot sticks 
and apple slices, happy that I no longer 
have to fight myself about it. 

Cassi’s Resolution
I was sure I couldn’t do it. I have 

absolutely zero self-control when it 
comes to sugar and sweets, and sure 
enough, 10 minutes after I made the  
resolution in class, I ate a cookie. Then 
I ate another. I would love to say that I 

simply forgot, but if I’m being honest 
with myself: It was just my lack of will-
power. I wrestled with my conscience 
for approximately five minutes before I 
gave in. Who can’t resist a warm choc-
olate chip cookie?

When I signed up for this task, I was 
confident in my abilities to keep any 

resolution we came 
up with. However, 
when Amelia an-
nounced the idea of 
cutting out sweets, I 
grew dubious. 

Christmas came 
and went but my 
eating habits stayed 

the same. I was still gorging on cook-
ies, frozen yogurt and other sweets. 
It wasn’t until New Year’s that I ear-
nestly began my resolution. During the 
first three days of January, I kept to it, 
refusing to be defeated. 

On the fourth day, my mother came 
up with the brilliant idea of baking 
brownies. I woke to the tantalizing 
aroma of Ghirardelli brownies and im-
mediately found myself walking to the 
kitchen. I stared at the brownies with 
my resolution itching at the back of my 
mind. One bite, I thought to myself and 
successfully resisted the urge to take 
another. 

Throughout the rest of the week, I 
was firm in the continuation of my res-
olution and came out satisfied with my 
results. It went smoothly and I perse-
vered, even though my friends tried to 
tempt me with Kit Kats and, of course, 
cookies. Although I failed to live up 
to my resolution for the first couple 
of weeks, that I eventually was able 
to distract myself and stay away from 
sweets is something I am proud of. My 
habits have become better because of 
this resolution, but sweets will always 
be a big part of my life. Chocolate chip 
cookies, here I come. u

Reporters pledge to opt for more stylish options

Sleeping before midnight on a 
school night is a concept that many 
high school students don’t find very 
familiar. And that’s exactly why, on 
Jan. 2, we decided to start our New 
Year’s Resolution: going to bed every 
night before midnight. 

Arjun’s Resolution
All throughout first semester, I was 

used to procrastinating a great deal 
on my homework. As this challenge 
loomed ahead of me, I decided I need-
ed to be more productive than I had 
been before, leading to some serious 
changes in my lifestyle and work ethic. 

Usually, I wait to do work until just 
before the due date but I knew this 
habit would have to change.

Immediately on the first day of sec-
ond semester, I took lunch and tutorial 
time to do work, going immediately 
into a serious frame of mind as I com-
pleted homework due for the day af-
ter. This steady strategy resulted in a 
bedtime of anything earlier than 11:30, 
a personal accomplishment. The chal-

lenge also called for a serious cutback 
on my Facebook activity. Everything 
seemed to be going well the first week 
or so.

Sadly, my resolution died quicker 
than I thought it would. Since the SAT 
test was on Jan. 24, I had some extra 
prep work on my hands in addition 
to the enormity of homework usually 
assigned in school. As productive as I 
tried to be, the work finally caught up 
with me on the ninth 
day of my challenge.

It was at that time 
that I knew I would 
never be able to 
sleep early for such a 
long period of time. 
Thankfully, the reso-
l u t i o n / c h a l l e n g e 
instilled a change in me. I learned to 
manage my time better,  even if a mid-
night bedtime isn’t always achievable. 

Anant’s Resolution
Bottom line: I cherish my sleep. Ap-

proaching this challenge, I figured it 
wouldn’t be hard to maintain a new 
sleep schedule.  

At first, I found myself maintaining 
a better work ethic. Even though it was 
only the first week of second semester, 
I finished all my homework in about 
two hours after my soccer practice and 
got to bed around 9:30 every night. But 

there was something I was forgetting: 
the SAT. 

Even with it coming up, my teach-
ers decide to assign double the amount 
of homework at the end of the first 
week of second semester, and with my 
soccer matches, I was pushing my time 
up to 11:45. 

However, on the Sunday night be-
fore the second week of the semes-
ter, the workload got to be too much 

and my goal 
c r u m b l e d . 
Let me just 
say in my 
defense that 
when there 
are Division-
al Playoffs 
h a p p e n i n g 

in the NFL, it’s a little bit hard to get 
work done. 

I had finished the last remnants of 
work at 12:27 a.m. and I couldn’t be-
lieve that it took such little time for me 
to lose out on a New Year’s resolution. 

So I employed another New Year’s 
resolution: Stop making New Year’s 
resolutions, because every time I seem 
to make one, I get disappointed early 
on. But I’d have to say that this New 
Year’s resolution was the most shock-
ingly ambitious of them all because 
trying to maintain a consistent sleep 
time during junior year is something 

that may seem, on the surface, plau-
sible, but actually not at all possible.

The Conclusion  
So we like to think of this as a long-

term life goal more than a New Year’s 
resolution because there is likely to be 
less personal disappointment in call-
ing it the former. And to all of you 
underclassmen, we urge you to get 
as much sleep as you can now before 
you encounter the real-life “Walking 
Dead” known as junior year.  u

When I first made the  New Year’s 
resolution of being  nicer, I didn’t know 
what to expect. 2015 is my first year 
making a concrete resolution to follow, 
and as I learned from previous promises 
I have made to myself, nothing is  long-
term for me. 

I’ve always found loopholes in my 
resolutions, and within one or two 
months, I knew I would return to my old 
habits. Call me a terrible promise maker, 
but I’ve always lacked the willingness to 
carry them out. 

This resolution was different, though: 
as a second semester senior, I’ve fin-
ished all my college applications and 
standardized testing. With less care in 
schoolwork, I figured I would have less 
stress in my life, and it wouldn’t be that 

hard to be nicer to everyone, right? 
Contrary to my wishful thinking, be-

ing nice was possibly one of the hardest 
things I’ve ever done. Schadenfreude, or 
deriving pleasure from other’s miseries, 
has always been something I have done 
to prevent boredom. I know it sounds 
horrible, but everyone has their way of 
having fun, and that’s how I entertain 
myself.

I never failed to point out inside jokes 
and people’s less positive attributes, 
such as sleeping in class or consistently 
forgetting to read AP Lang readings, to 
derive my entertainment. As part of my 
resolution, I had to change that part of 
me.

My road to becoming nicer was ex-
cruciating; even the simplest actions 
took a lot of effort on my part. Every 
time I was with my friends, I bit back my 
teasing words to try to say something 
positive. 

More often, I just changed the con-
versation to focus on the tasks we need-
ed to finish in class rather than to make 
small talk.  

I frequently reminded myself every 
one or two periods that I had a resolu-
tion to follow, but more often than not, 
I just forgot my resolution and give my 
mind full rein. Luckily, I would remem-
ber my goal in the next period, and 
things went smoothly from there, at 
least until the end of school. 

After a week of struggling with my 
former personality, I gave up on my 
resolution. There was no way I could 
completely take down a viewpoint that 
I had spent years building up, so I just 
accepted defeat.

That is not to say that I didn’t learn 
anything from this ordeal. My common 
courtesy has generally improved; I’m 
more likely to acknowledge someone’s 
presence when they enter a group, and 
the probability of me saying “hi” on the 
way to class has increased.

I’ve also been more courteous to oth-
ers, whether they be online in video 
games or in real life. A lot of my dia-
logue contains fewer sarcastic or harsh 
comments and more constructive or in-
formative ones.

Overall, I’ve learned that I can’t fully 
change the person I am inside. I might 
be nice when meeting someone, but 
when I’ve got my gaming spirit on, 
I’m not obliged to stay clean with my 
mouth. u

Nice guys finish last: Senior tries to be nicer

Juniors sleep on New Year’s Resolution

Sophomores deprive themselves of sweets

My habits have become 
better because of this 

resolution, but sweets will 
always be a part of my life.

The main goal:
To be nicer, and also to stick to this particu-
lar resolution longer than normal.  Because 
Zhao has trouble sticking to resolutions, 
this proved to be a challenge. 

How easy it was to keep:
Almost impossible.  Not only are resolu-
tions a weak point (since Devin always 
manages to find loopholes), but being nice 
generall isn’t his forte. 

When it was first broken:
One week.  Unfortunately, a week, the 
temptation to tease someone or be mean 
was too strong, and Devin gave up on is 
resultion. 

New Year’s Resolution

resolutionroundup

We knew it wouldn’t be 
easy, but even so, we 

wanted to maintain this 
healthy sleep schedule. 

The main goal:
To go to sleep before midnight every 
night.  With junior year finals coming up, 
this challenge proved to be extra difficult 
to conquer. 

How easy it was to keep:
Because junior year is notrious for boat-
loads of work, both Arjun and Anant 
found is hard to balance school work 
and their impending SATs. 

When it was first broken:
Arjun broke his resolution on the ninth 
day of his challenge, and Anant failed on 
the Sunday before the second week of 
Semester Two. 

New Year’s Resolution

resolutionroundup

The main goal:
To go as long as possible with wearing 
stylish clothes instead of the easy to 
throw on hoodie and sweats. 

How easy it was to keep:
Extremely hard, thanks to finals week.

When it was broken:
Summer gave up in January due to a lack 
of hope, and Fiona gave up on the Mon-
day of finals week when she woke up 
sleep-deprived and turned to a sweatshirt 
instead of a more fashionable option. 

New Year’s Resolution

resolutionroundup

The main goal:
To go as long as possible without eating 
sweets or any food with sugar.  With the 
holidays ending, the resolution would be 
even more hard to keep. 

How easy it was to keep: 
Not very easy, especially after the holiday 
season.  

When was it was broken:
Amelia she caved within the first week, 
whereas Cassi ate (two) cookies 10 min-
utes after she made her resoultion.  

New Year’s Resolution

resolutionroundup

Juniors Sequeira and Smith pose as they 
embark upon their stylistic endeavors.

chairman
zhao

Devin Zhao 
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double a
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sweeties
Cassandra King and Amelia Schwabe

sweata
sistas

Fiona Sequeira and Summer Smith 
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“I wish I could freeze this moment, 
right here, right now, and live in it for-
ever,” whispered Peeta Mellark, love-in-
terest of protagonist Katniss Everdeen. I 
raised my left arm, held three fingers up 
and whispered back, “Me too, Peeta. Me 
too.” 

After I watched the third movie of 
the Hunger Games series, “Mockingjay 
Part 1,” released on Nov. 21, I was so 
stunned at its brilliance that my parents 
had to drag me out of AMC 14 before I 
snuck into another theater for a second 
round. 

With the added pressure of living up 
to Suzanne Collins’s award-winning 
series, the movie did extremely well in 
terms of matching the book’s story line. 
All the important scenes were included, 
which satisfies the die-hard fans of the 
book series, and made for a very whole-
some plotline for those who haven’t 
read the book. 

What left me in awe every time I re-
played the trailer is the acting skill of 
the cast. Every scene exuded so much 
power and emotion that I was trans-
ported immediately into their chaotic, 
dystopian universe. 

Though I don’t cry much, I found 
myself sobbing over multiple scenes 
like when Katniss, the main character,  
returned to District 12. 

Jennifer Lawrence, Josh Hutcherson, 
Liam Hemsworth and Julianne Moore 
played their roles with conviction and 
intuition. Throughout the movie, the 
audience could be heard gasping and 
cheering because the acting made them 
feel like they were in Panem. 

We all know that Lawrence’s acting 
and personality have made her a favor-
ite, but her singing talent is much less 
known.

 The song “The Hanging Tree” is 
sung in such a way that it brings a rus-
tic, alternative feel to the tuneless text 
that appeared in the novel. The most 
amazing part of the song is that Law-

rence showing an incredible amount of 
emotion while she was singing, which 
is very difficult to do. 

 Although many do not like the 
abrupt ending of the movie, I thought 
that it added to the suspense and effec-
tively made the audience wish 
for more. 

The dra-
matic mu-
sic and fear 
shown on Kat-
niss’s face as 
she reached 
out for Peeta 
made me 
hope for-
more. Not 
only was 
this an 
i n t e n s e 
moment , 
but it was 
a smart 
move on 
the direc-
tor’s part 
to end 
the mov-
ie here, 
since it 
ensures view-
er’s return for 
the last movie. 

Overall, I urge all the Hunger 
Games readers to see “Mockingjay 
Part 1” immediately. Even though it 
was a fantastic movie, the plot might 
be too intricate for those who have not 
read the series. For example, my aunt, 
who has never touched the books or 
watched any of the other movies, asked 
me a number of times during the course 
of the movie, “Who is Katniss Ever-
deen?”

Next November, when “Mockingjay: 
Part 2” debuts, you will find me decked 
out in Hunger Games apparel, pushing 
and shoving people aside in line while 
yelling, “Fire is catching! And if we 
burn, you burn with us!” u

When the first half of “Mockingjay” 
premiered on Nov. 21, I was honestly 
excited. I had been surprisingly im-
pressed by the previous movie in the 
trilogy, “Catching Fire” and was ready 
for an action-packed ride. I had even 

bought my tickets online 
and arrived ear-
lier than I nor-
mally would 
for a movie.

As I set-
tled into 
my seat 
and began 
to chomp 
on my 
popcorn, 
my heart 

raced with 
excitement in 

anticipation of the 
extremely hyped pre-

miere of the movie.
But I was sorely disappointed. 

Once the movie finally started, I 
found myself dragged through a movie 
completely overshadowed by its prede-
cessor. 

I have never been a “super fan” of 
“The Hunger Games” trilogy, which 
tells of a dystopian society that has 
children fight to the death in an annual 
competition called the Hunger Games.  
One of these participants is Katniss 
Everdeen, who is played by acclaimed 
actress Jennifer Lawrence. 

Still, I consider myself adequately 
knowledgeable in that I have read all 
the books, watched the past two mov-
ies, and find myself looking on Hunger 

Games wiki more than I should.
But my interest in the series dwin-

dled as I watched this movie. Instead 
of experiencing the same quality of 
“Catching Fire,” I was met with more 
than two hours of what I can best de-
scribe as “Katniss getting very emotion-
al after visiting places.” 

Besides the obvious lack of action 
and excitement with the exception of 
one scene, a few aspects of the movie 
did not match the tone of the book. 
Katniss’s friend Gale, played by Liam 
Hemsworth, seemed more distant than 
he should have been.

 Many of the characters, especially 
President Coin, the leader of the long-
lost District 13, were poorly developed. 
In addition, an essential character Eno-
baria, one of the last seven victors left 
alive at the end of the book, was extin-
guished altogether, and replaced by Ef-
fie, Katniss’s escort who now joins her 
in District 13. 

To add on to the aforementioned, 
one major acting performance fell flat 
of expectations. Lawrence had several 
emotional, challenging — and disap-
pointing  —  scenes in the movie. Fail-
ing to attain the level of despair and 
fervor needed to embody Katniss, Law-
rence’s overall performance did not re-
flect her usually witty and impressive 
acting performances.

Most of all, the ending felt like one 
major awkwardly abrupt cut. The di-
rectors should have ended the story 
earlier and with a different, more ap-
propriate scene. In retrospect, the last 
book should not have been split into 
two movies. The plot was just not 
nearly well developed enough to move 
the movie adequately along to interest 
viewers, and the last half of the book 
would have brought the necessary ac-
tion to please the audience. 

Despite the disappointment from 
Part 1, I’ll be expecting a lot more from 
“Mockingjay: Part 2” when it debuts 
Nov. 20. Maybe the fire will finally 
catch again. u

BY MayaPrasad BY CaitlinJu

The Hunger Games: Mockingjay pt. 1
THE ODDS WERE IN THE FAVOR OF THE MOVIE FIRST PART OF TRILOGY FAILS TO CATCH FIRE

The first step to recovery is admitting 
you have a problem; yet, although we 
already call ourselves “trivia crack ad-
dicts,” our sporadic and unanticipated 
obsession will not stop.

With Snapchat, Facebook, Instagram 
and other beloved social media apps al-
ready consuming our generation’s lives, 
the new insanely addictive app called 
Trivia Crack has officially swept teens 
(and teachers — cough cough, Mr. Abe) 
across the nation, destroying free time 
and friendships.

So as of now, we three are not on the 
best terms with each other.

Trivia Crack is a game in which play-
ers answer user-created questions from 
six categories — geography, science, his-
tory, sports, art and entertainment. After 
every three correctly answered ques-
tions, players have a chance to win a 
“character” piece from the six categories. 

Players can also choose to challenge 
their opponents to steal one of their 
pieces at the risk of losing one of their 
own. The first to six pieces win. Players 
can compete against both friends and 
strangers. 

Although it started out as a fun game, 
we three have gotten so competitive that 
our tight-knit friendships have started 
to loosen. World War 3 has sprung loose 
in the Journalism Room, as we hide in 
opposite corners, shooting glares at one 

another when necessary. 
One time, Andrew and Sherrilyn 

were in the midst of a lopsided match 
in the Journalism Room. Andrew, seat-
ed comfortably on the couch with a 4-1 
lead, was boasting of his superior abil-
ity in the game to fellow staff members, 
claiming that “$hermoney” was no 
match for him. 

Yet, somehow Sherrilyn fueled an 
epic comeback by correctly answering 
20 questions in a row (Andrew claims 
she cheated by Googling answers) and 
beat Andrew for the first time. This 
match was the start of a heated rivalry, 
one that drives Andrew and Sherrilyn 
to play each other at 12 a.m. when they 
both still have homework. 

In total, Andrew and Sherrilyn have 
played 12 matches, with Andrew win-
ning eight of them. 

Jade and Andrew have yet to com-
plete a game, though this is all Jade’s 
fault; she is currently attempting to wean 
herself off the time-consuming app. 

In fact, due to her temporary absence 
(in order to reduce dependency on this 
knowledge-testing “crack”), she was 
bitterly removed from the newspaper 
staff’s Facebook chat regarding the app, 
notably titled “Falcon Trivia Crack,” 
with a sort of “you can’t sit with us” 
vibe.

“I started the chat because I wanted 
to reduce spam in the Falcon Facebook 
group,” said senior and worthy oppo-
nent Devin Zhao, eyes never leaving his 

phone screen. “We started a huge thread 
when [senior] Jane Park posted [in the 
Falcon Facebook group] offering some-
one to write the story that Jade, Andrew 
and Sherrilyn unrightfully stole from 
me. I should be writing this story — not 
being interviewed for it.”

With 18 members, the chat gets an av-
erage of 400 messages a day from vari-
ous staff members begging for someone 
to send them a life; though most mes-
sages are comprised of something along 
the lines of “IT’S YOUR TURN BUT I’M 
GONNA BEAT YOU HAH.”

Aside from the devoted and dedi-
cated players, the “casual” Falcon Trivia 
Crack members find our frequent mes-
sages to be annoying, and often try to 
leave the group to evade the spam, but 
are only immediately added back by us.

“There’s no escape,” senior Lauren 
Louie said. “I try to leave subtly, but I’m 
dragged back in. It’s a black hole. I’m 
so scared.” 

We have sadly 
and sheep-
i s h l y 
yet un-
i n t e n -
t i o n a l l y 
s p r u n g 
this ad-
d i c t i o n 
onto oth-
ers. After 
w a t c h -
ing Jade 

scream in frustration for incorrectly an-
swering numerous questions in a row 
during break, senior Amy Lin found 
herself downloading the app out of curi-
osity — only to realize this would be the 
worst decision in her life.

“I’ve never loved and hated Jade so 
much at the same time,” Lin said. “She 
is my best friend and worst enemy. But 
all that matters is that I beat her. In the 
game, of course.”

Yes, we are sucked into this black hole 
of trivial competition and are pushing 
each other off the ladder towards free-
dom. But fret not; I, Jade, will conquer 
all. Sherrilyn and Andrew are asleep as 
I finish this story, therefore I can finish 
with my own personal note: Watch out 
you two, because you’ll be eating my six 
pieces’ dust soon enough.  u

Most 2-year-olds spend their days 
toddling around, developing their bur-
geoning motor skills. Senior Madison 
Seagraves was an exception. At the age 
of 2, she was already exploring a pas-
sion that would blossom further as she 
grew older: dancing.

Seagraves said she began dancing 
because her best friend at the time was 
interested. She has never stopped.

Seagraves started at The Dance 
Company of Los Gatos, where she still 
dances today. She said that she has 
known the other girls in the company 
for almost her “whole life.”

“They’re basically like my sisters. 
I’ve been with them for so long,” she 
said. 

Seagraves used to take tap but now 
focuses mainly on hip hop, jazz and 
contemporary types of dancing. She 
also had to learn ballet in order to be 
in The Dance Company’s competition 
teams. 

Her favorite style of dance is con-
temporary because of the creative flex-
ibility it allows her.  

“You can just move [your body] in 
so many different ways, so many dif-
ferent angles,” Seagraves said. “It’s re-
ally cool to keep learning new styles of 
contemporary, and I think that you can 
express how you feel, show how you 
feel through dance, and that’s one of 
the really cool things about dance.”

As a child, Seagraves sometimes felt 
the weight of the mental toll of danc-
ing. At one point, she considered giv-
ing up dance because it was so men-

tally tiring and competitive. 
“It kind of affects you mentally be-

cause you’re just staring at yourself 
in the mirror the whole time you’re 
dancing,” she said, “and so you’re con-
stantly looking at yourself, and you’re 
constantly trying to be perfect.”

As she grew older, however, this 
desire to be perfect dissolved as she 
discovered a “whole different world” 
of dancing, with meaning beyond the 
movements.

At The Dance Company, Seagraves 
is part of the Teen Elite Contemporary, 
Jazz and Hip Hop teams. These teams 
attend a plethora of competitions 
throughout the year, including Kids 
Artistic Revue (KAR), StarBound and 
Showbiz. 

Last summer, the Teen Elite Con-
temporary Team she is in won the 
StarBound Nationals in Las Vegas as 
a senior group, which Seagraves said 
is “the most difficult category to get 
judged in.”

Seagraves also teaches younger stu-
dents at The Dance Company for two 
hours every Monday and Thursday. 
She said that sometimes it can be “a 
struggle” because the girls she teaches 
have known her so long and initially 
did not take her seriously. As time has 
passed, however, they have gotten 
more used to seeing her as a mentor 
rather than a friend.

Despite its challenges, Seagraves ul-
timately finds that teaching is a reward 
in itself.

“I love it,” Seagraves said. “It’s like 
the best thing ever. I don’t even think 
of it as a job, really, because it’s so 
much fun.”

Seagraves must balance her time 
with The Dance Company and her time 
with the school’s dance team, which 
she started last year with current senior 
Joy Tang. After school dance team prac-
tices, which often take up to three-and-
a-half hours, Seagraves heads straight 
to her studio, where she dances until as 
late as 9:30 p.m.

Seagraves and the school dance 
team compete in competitions run by 
the United Spirit Association (USA), 
held at local high schools such as 
Homestead, Bella Vista and Monta Vis-
ta. The team plans on going to Nation-
als in Anaheim in March.

Tang, who is a co-captain along with 
Seagraves, said that Seagraves is one of 
the central members of the team.

“We’re both different, but we work 
well together, and when one of us is 
not there, it’s kind of like part of our 
team is missing,” Tang said. “Without 
her, I don’t think our team would be 
the same.”

Through all the late practices, tax-
ing competitions and difficult classes, 
Seagraves never forgets why she loves 
dancing.  

She plans to either major in dance or 
join a dance team in college.

“Whenever I’m sad or depressed 
about something stupid, I literally just 
go to the studio, and I just dance, and I 
feel so much better,” Seagraves said. “I 
think it’s just really cool that you can 
tell a story through your movement in 
dance.” u

BY RachelHull
& MichelleLeung

Senior finds passion beyond movements in dancing

Reporters encourage addictive drug: Trivia Crack

Like a dark horse, Katy Perry came 
out of nowhere to seal a gig at the big-
gest performance slot in American pop 
culture: the Super Bowl XLIX halftime 
show, which will be watched by at least 
115 million people. 

Leading artists Rihanna and Cold-
play were also in contention for the cov-
eted job, but the pop diva will be the star 
the crowd is roaring for on Feb. 1 at the 
University of Phoenix Stadium. 

Perry’s name wasn’t just picked out of 
a hat; the NFL’s selection was calculated. 
Perry’s last two al-
bums have hit No. 
1 on Billboard’s 
U.S. charts, and 
her multi-platinum 
“Teenage Dream” 
matched the record 
Michael Jackson set with “Bad” for most 
songs from a single album to hit No. 1 
with five, rendering her the only female 
artist to achieve this honor. 

Despite such high recognition, some 
still believe that Perry is not talented 
enough, arguing that her voice is far too 
autotuned. 

“The first time I heard her voice on 
the radio, I thought it was made by a 
computer,” said sophomore Anthony 
Barthell.

Although Perry’s vocal game may be 

subpar compared to some other leading 
artists in the music industry, even critics 
concede that her stunning theatrics will 
definitely steal the show. Perry should 
take full advantage of the high-publicity 
stage to showcase her knack for bringing 
her music to life in fun and imaginative 
ways.

Considering her presence as an art-
ist, Perry fans expect nothing less than a 
full-force, high-energy and wild medley 
which incorporates her smashing hits: 
“California Gurls,” “Teenage Dream,” 
“E.T.,” “Roar,” “Dark Horse” and “Fire-
work.”

Viewers seek an action-packed, enter-
taining 15 minutes, 
filled with creative 
characters and cos-
tumes, such as a 
galact ic - themed 
sequined alien or 
leopard-print suit, 

along with epic high-flying stunts, deco-
rations such as palm trees or cotton can-
dy clouds and  an inspired set design. 
With such a wide array of music, the 
possibilities are endless, and surprises 
are where Perry is clutch. 

Through amazing theatrics and songs 
infused with high-energy, fans expect 
nothing less than the best from Perry. 
They eagerly await not only the football 
game, but also the half-time production 
where Perry will seize the stage with a 
bang. u

Fans await medley from 
Katy Perry at Super Bowl
BY FionaSequeira
& NeeharThumaty

BY JadeBisht, AndrewJiang
& SherrilynLing

Golden globe
award winners2015

With such a wide array 
of music, the possibilities 

are endless.

BOYHOOD:
Best Motion 
Picture, Drama

THE GRAND 
BUDAPEST 
HOTEL: 
Best Motion 
Picture, Musical 
or Comedy

HOW TO TRAIN 
YOUR DRAGON 2:
Best Animated 
Feature Film 

J.K. SIMMONS:
Best Supporting 
Actor in a Motion 
Picture

JOHANN         
JOHANNSSON: 
Best Original 
Score Motion 
Picture

RUTH WILSON: 
Best Actress in a 
TV Series, Drama

GINA               
RODRIGUEZ:
Best Actress in a 
TV Series, Musical 
or Comedy 

MAGGIE         
GYLLENHAAL: 
Best Actress in a 
Mini-Series or TV 
Movie

MATT BOMER: 
Best Supporting 
Actor in a Series, 
Mini-Series or TV 
Movie

JULIANNE 
MOORE:
Best Actress in a 
Motion Picture, 
Drama

AMY ADAMS:
Best Actress in A 
Motion Picture, 
Musical or Comedy 

LEVIATHAN   
(RUSSIA): 
Best Foreign 
Language Film 

RICHARD           
LINKLATER;
Best Director  
Motion Picture

“GLORY” SELMA:
Best Original Song  
Motion Picture

KEVIN SPACEY: 
Best Actor in a TV 
Series, Drama

JEFFREY      
TAMBOR:
Best Actor in a TV 
Series, Musical or 
Comedy 

BILLY BOB 
THORNTON: 
Best Actor in a 
Mini-Series or TV 
Movie

EDDIE         
REDMAYNE:
Best Actor in a 
Motion Picture, 
Drama

MICHAEL        
KEATON:
Best Actor in a 
Motion Picture, 
Musical or 
Comedy

PATRICIA          
ARQUETTE:
Best Supporting 
Actress in a Motion 
Picture

Alejandro Gonzalez 
Inarritu, Nicolas 
Giacobone,         
Alexander Dine-
laris, Armando Bo: 
Best Screenplay 
Motion Picture

THE AFFAIR: 
Best TV Series, 
Drama

TRANSPARENT: 
Best TV Series, 
Musical or 
Comedy

FARGO: 
Best TV Movie or 
Mini-Series

JOANNE     
FROGGATT:
Best Support-
ing Actress in 
a     Series, 
Mini-Series or TV 
Movie
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REPORTING BY DEEPTHI SAMPATHKUMAR

v.s.

GRAPHIC BY JANE PARK

Senior Madison Seagraves does a solo performance at a national dance competition.

“An addictive 
game that ruins        
friendships.”

junior Arjun Ramanathan

Describe 
Trivia Crack 
in six words 
or less. junior Rotem Shaked senior Devin Zhao 

“Never have I hated 
sports more.”

“Destroys brain 
faster than Miley 
Cyrus.”

togatalks

Courtesy of MADISON SEAGRAVES
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Big expectations for 
‘Pitch Perfect’ sequel

‘The Hobbit: Battle of Five Armies’ fails to impress

“Will you follow me one last time?”
This is the question Thorin lays on his 

dwarves in “The Hobbit: Battle of Five 
Armies.” Ever faithful, the dwarves de-
cide to fight alongside Thorin once more. 

Tolkien’s fans choose otherwise. 
When in 2012 Peter Jackson an-

nounced his intention to film “The Hob-
bit,” by JRR Tolkien, expectations were 
high. Jackson  was the same director 
who had filmed the Oscar-winning Lord 
of the Rings trilogy (lovingly dubbed 
“LOTR” by fans).  In the end, though, 
those expectations were too high.

When assessing the Hobbit trilogy 
as a whole, it is hard to begin. As the 
movies progressed, the overall quality 
seemed less like Tolkien’s eloquence and 
more like the cheap spawn of typical ac-
tion movies. 

“The Hobbit” tells of the journey of 
Bilbo Baggins and a company of dwarves 

to reclaim the dwarf stronghold Erebor, 
now occupied by the dragon Smaug. It 
is an ageless novel for children, but Jack-
son’s adaptations of it went from accept-
able to woefully unrecognizable. 

Part 1 of the trilogy,  “The Hobbit: An 
Unexpected Journey,” was not wholly a 
disaster. Nostalgic chuckles arose from 
Tolkien fans at several points, especially 
during the riddles scene with Gollum.

The mistake came when Jackson also 
chose to stretch the Hobbit into three 
movies; see, the Hobbit is not a dense 
adventure series comparable to Frodo’s 
journey to Mount Doom, as LOTR is. Be-
cause it’s a short 300-page novel, “The 
Hobbit” is a poor choice be stretched 
into three two-hour movies.

Starting from “Part Two: The Desola-
tion of Smaug” (Desolation of Tolkien 
would be a more apt title), the quality 
plummeted. Almost none of Tolkien’s 
literary touch was present. 

Worsening the matter, a smorgasbord 
of fabrication ensued. For example, Tau-
riel, a fabricated elf character, fuels a lu-
dicrous love triangle involving a dwarf 
and another elf.

Furthermore, Jackson’s insertion of 
material may have been necessary to 

bulk up his trilogy, but he is not very 
good at it. A friend once commented, 
“I’ve read better fanfiction than  this.” 

I prayed and prayed that “The Battle 
of Five Armies” would come through 
and show a glimmer of LOTR’s quality, 
but the movie industry’s cliches plagued 
it as well. The battle was ridiculously 
drawn out, the interactions cheesy and 
the plot holes enough to fell a cave troll. 

When assessing the Hobbit trilogy 
as a whole, it is hard to begin. I’ll start 
with the script. From “The Desolation of 
Smaug” onwards, the character dialogue 
began to sound less like Tolkien’s elo-
quence and more like the cheap spawn 
of typical action movies. 

Take Tauriel and Thranduil’s conver-
sation near the end. The immaturity of 
the characters’ lines destroyed whatever 
atmosphere remained. She states “If this 
is love, I do not want it … Why does it 
hurt so much?” And Thranduil’s wor-
thy-of-wise-elf-king reply is “Because it 
was real.” Because it was real? Any sad-
ness I had felt  was instantly dissipated 
at this response.  

And the music. In LOTR, the 
soundtrack is a masterpiece to itself. 
Who can forget the haunting violin 

melody of Rohan and ominous Mordor 
theme? By comparison, the music of the 
Hobbit trilogy is insignificant, a poor 
imitation. I’ll admit, “Misty Mountains 
Cold” has its charms, but I recall no con-
sistently notable music.   

I suppose the Hobbit movies are not 
terrible; they are decent action movies 
in their own right, just not representa-
tive of Tolkien’s work and nowhere near 
the level of the Lord of the Rings trilogy. 
As a matter of personal opinion, I find 
that one movie with a faithful script and 
memorable music would have better 
represented “The Hobbit.”

Jackson’s new change in filming style 
is a sad reflection of how society’s film, 
even book, standards have changed; few 
of the movies being produced right now 
could become classics. Many are not 
worth purchasing or rewatching. I doubt 
people will be holding Hobbit movie 
marathons as they do for LOTR. The 
sense of loss after finishing the Hobbit 
trilogy is crushing. One is reminded of 
the elves in the LOTR, when they all be-
gin sailing to the Undying Lands in Val-
inor because “the age of elves is over.”

Well, it would seem that the Age of 
Tolkien is over too. u  

Being Indian is kind of strange. 
There are so many moments in which 
we feel happy to be Indian, yet also a 
number of moments in which we’re 
glad to be raised as Americans. How-
ever, the former is more frequent than 
the latter.

As Indians, we are proud to say that 
our culture (or our parents’, anyway) 
is represented well locally. The Sara-
toga community makes sure to repre-
sent the Indian community in full force 
through various events and traditions, 
all culminating into the pride we feel 
as a culture.

Bombay in the Bay  
Some attribute this Indian emer-

gence to the rise of the Indian Cultural 
Awareness Club and its annual show, 
“Bombay in the Bay.” The show fea-
tures acts from each class, as well as 
various Indian styles of dancing, sing-
ing and instrumentals. Students of all 
ethnicities have developed an inter-
est in the show; the senior class alone 
will display almost 100 performers this 
year, a record breaking number in the 
club’s history.

The show now takes place in Feb-
ruary, with acts beginning practices 
as early as December or November. 
Choreographers work hard to produce 
fusion mixes, mingling Indian music 
with contemporary styles of music fit 
for choreographed dancing. 

“Being a choreographer is super 
stressful but super fun because the 
process of making your ideas come 
to life and working with your friends 
and peers is really rewarding and in-

volves a lot of creativity,” senior cho-
reographer Meghna Chakraborty said. 
“I usually just listen to the music while 
thinking about the dancers and audi-
ence and the ideas just come to me. The 
toughest part is making the picture in 
my head become a reality.”

Although Bombay in the Bay start-
ed as a show put together by predomi-
nantly Indian performers, more stu-
dents from all races have been signing 
up to take part. Since the performance 
is open to anyone who chooses to par-
ticipate, many 
students who are 
not of Indian de-
scent, have par-
taken in the show 
at some point dur-
ing high school.

“I think Bom-
bay in the Bay’s a 
really fun way to 
learn about a dif-
ferent culture and it’s really cool that 
I’m getting to try something that I nor-
mally wouldn’t be comfortable doing,” 
senior Adrienne Kim said. 

Homecoming dance 
Beyond Bombay in the Bay, cultural 

Indian dances can also be found plenti-
fully in quad days during Homecom-
ing. Although much more informal 
than the annual Bombay in the Bay, 
these dances still find a large number 
of participants and are highly antici-
pated by the rest of the school.

“Since our racial and cultural diver-
sity is so strong at this school, I think 
people get really passionate about hav-
ing ethnic dances,” junior Luke Salin 
said.

The Homecoming Indian dances 

have garnered a considerable amount 
of interest from students of various 
cultures, with upwards of 80 signups 
for the senior class’ dance. Although 
only around 40 people ended up per-
forming on Oct. 25, 2014, everyone in-
volved enjoyed taking part.

The trend towards more Bollywood 
style dances during Homecoming 
started after the class of 2013 incor-
porated one into their “Pirates of the 
Caribbean” skit. Due to the extremely 
enthusiastic response from students, 

the number of 
these dances is 
not expected to 
decrease soon.

“We used to 
have a lot of [Ko-
rean] dances, up 
until the class of 
2013, but I don’t 
mind the transi-
tion from K-pop 

dances to Bollywood dances because 
Bollywood is so fun,” senior Eunju Pak 
said. “It looks cool, and also there’s 
such a strong Indian culture at our 
school that I feel like it was inevitable.”

The crowd is usually pleased by 
the mix of different cultures associated 
with the song mix and the dance pres-
ent in the Indian performance, another 
highlight of Saratoga’s Indian Culture 
Takeover.

Pop culture
Growing up in an Indian household, 

most Indian American students are ex-
posed to a great deal of traditional mu-
sic and movies, giving them a taste of 
the styles and format of entertainment 
that their parents grew up with. This 
includes upbeat songs integrated into 

movies, most of which are about a ste-
reotypical criminal justice story. 

Exposure to such songs and movies 
change the views of Indian American 
students, giving them an insight into 
their parents’ native cultures. Some 
students say that learning about such 
things provides them with a bridge 
into the immersion of tradition and 
knowledge of their parents and ances-
tors.

One popular form of cultural ex-
pression is traditional Indian dance; in 
addition to being featured in the cul-
tural section of the Bombay in the Bay 
performance, many students choose 
to take on dance classes which are es-
tablished with enriched cultural back-
grounds. 

“I started learning dance when I 
was young because my mom suggest-
ed the idea of a lasting cultural hobby 
for me,” Maheshwari said, “it was an 
amazing experience that I will always 
remember.”

Most cultural dancers culminate 
their learning experiences in a per-
formance known as an arangetram, a 
three-hour performance representing 
the graduation of a dance student to the 
next level of dance. This performance 
can take place at any age, though most 
performers are in their teenage years.

Lasting legacy
It is clear that Indian influence 

is a force on our community, affect-
ing many students in various ways. 
Whether it be through annual cultural 
performances, simple home exposure 
to popular media, or continued tradi-
tional dance opportunities, the Indian 
community is proud to have a strong 
home in Saratoga. u

Saratoga fosters Indian cultural roots
BY JadeBisht, AnantRajeev,
& ArjunRamanathan

This is it. This is what we have been 
waiting for since we first saw perfection 
two years ago. Finally, on May 15, 2015, 
there’s going to be a sequel to the magi-
cal wonder that was “Pitch Perfect.” 

We haven’t stopped watching the 
trailer; our ears perk up every time we 
hear the first few notes of the iconic 
song “When I’m Gone,” by Anna Ken-
drick. And we’re sure that the songs in 
the sequel will be just as brilliant.

The original “Pitch Perfect,” released 
in 2012, caused quite a stir among teens 
with its stunning characters, captivating 
plot and a capella songs. The movie tells 
the story of Anna Kendrick, who plays 
aspiring DJ Beca, a freshman at Barden 
University, who reluctantly joins an all-
girls a capella group called the Barden 
Bellas. Although they got off to a rocky 
start, Beca eventually brought the team 
of misfits together, showing them what 
it truly means to be a team by connect-
ing them through their shared love for 
music .

With a new style of singing, the Bel-
las take on their goal of wanting to beat 
their rivals, the Treblemakers, an all 
male-group a capella group, in the Na-
tional Championship of Collegiate A 
Cappella. And with the “no fraternizing 
with the enemy” rule, there are inevi-
table forbidden romances that we are 
eagerly awaiting in the second movie 
(ahem, Beca and Jesse).

We all saw the girls as awkward new-
comers struggling to fit in, and it was an 
absolute joy to watch them find them-
selves and their group of friends. They 
all became a family in the first movie, 
so plot-wise, we hope that the directors 

take a different angle. The international 
a cappella competition that is shown in 
the trailer looks to be promising, espe-
cially with the addition of new foreign 
characters. We expect to see a lot of dra-
ma between rival groups, and we can’t 
wait to see the music from all over the 
world.

But the character we are most look-
ing forward to is the queen of horizon-
tal running and mermaid dancing: Fat 
Amy, played by Rebel Wilson. It is hard 
to forget her witty one-liners, self-flat-
tering humor and bluntness. We have 
high expectations for her sassy charac-
ter, and we can’t wait for the ensuing 
hilarity that she is known for. 

On top of all of it, as if the movie 
needed anything more, Pentatonix, 
a world-renowned a cappella group, 
will be featured as well as a rival group 
against the Bellas. The group has had 
exponential success and has gained 
quite the fan base since winning Season 
3 of NBC’s show, “The Sing-off.” Their 
casting in “Pitch Perfect 2” is a testa-
ment to how far they have come. As an 
iconic a capella band, it is only fitting 
that they add to this movie’s greatness.

Although most movie sequels tend 
to be more disappointing because of 
elevated expectations, we are optimis-
tic that the second movie will not be a 
letdown despite the change in movie 
directors. “Pitch Perfect,” directed by 
Jason Moore, has a good foundation 
in the first movie. Elizabeth Banks, di-
rector for the sequel, acted in and pro-
duced the first film, which raises our 
hope that with all this experience, there 
will be a lot of continuity between the 
two movies.

Lesbi-honest, this movie is going to 
be amazing. u

BY JennyQian
& AmulyaVadlakonda

Is working the night shift in a pizze-
ria as a security guard for $120 a week 
with five animatronics coming to kill 
you your dream job? If that’s the case, 
“Five Nights at Freddy’s 2” will exceed 
your expectations!

As the sequel to the popular game 
“Five Nights at Freddy’s,” “Five Nights 
at Freddy’s 2” features not one, not two, 
not three, but 11 homicidal animatronics 
for 2.75 times the fun. 

The cast includes all the old anima-
tronics (Foxy, Bonnie, Chi- c a , 
Freddy and Golden Freddy) 
from the original game, 
upgraded versions of the 
previous animatronics, a bal-
loon boy and a puppet. To make 
things all the more terrifying, there 
are now three entrances the ani-
matronics can sneak in through: 
a hallway in front, a vent on 
the right and another on the 
left. 

The player must stay alive from 12 
p.m. to 6 a.m., or six to eight minutes in 
real time.

Best of all, those pesky doors that the 
last guard used to keep the animatronics 
out are gone, so I got more close encoun-
ters with Freddy and his friends.

Fortunately, I was given an empty 
Freddy Fazbear helmet to fool the ani-
matronics, so I got to play a game of 
peekaboo with my new friends. It would 
act as a disguise if one of my “friends” 
snuck in. But Foxy and the puppet knew 
better; they could see past the helmet.

Foxy was relatively easy to deal with, 
since all I had to do was shine my flash-
light at him. However, the puppet took 
up quite a bit of my focus.

To keep the 

puppet at bay, I had to keep remotely 
winding a jukebox on my monitor. There 
is a certain sense of panic I felt as I tend-
ed to the jukebox with my eyes glued to 
the monitor while multiple animatron-
ics on my left, right and front could be 
staring into my soul.

I would repeatedly put my monitor 
down to find Chica, Freddy or a faceless 
Bonnie that horrifyingly resembled the 
Terminator right in front of my desk. To 
make things more creepy, the red lights 

shining from w h e r e 
B o n - nie’s eyes 

were sup-

posed to be would blink.
At that point, I would only have a 

split second to react.
My heart would pound right as I 

placed my helmet on. The lights in the 
office would flicker and I could either 
be safe or I could be killed for being too 
late, which I would find out when my 
helmet was lifted off to find an anima-
tronic reaching for me.

If I have any constructive criticism 
to offer Scott Cawthon, the developer, it 
would be the incorporation of a survival 
game mode. This mode would require 
the player to survive as long as possible.

Cawthon has kept the core of what 
made the prequel so great: simplicity, 
urgency, cameras and jump scares. At 

the same time, he has added 
more urgency, increased the 
need for fast reflexes and scar-

ier animatronics.
If you ever want some of that 

family friendly fun found at 
Chucky Cheese’s (without the 
“family” and “friendly” parts), 
get on Steam and download a 

copy of “Five Nights at Freddy’s 
2” right now. u

‘Five Nights at Freddy’s 2’ is terrifyingly well made
BY AtirathKosireddy

Star Wars fans and movie fanatics 
alike are quivering in anticipation of the 
first installment of the series to release 
in a decade, which is slotted for Dec. 18, 
2015.

The new episode, the first in a trilogy 
spawned by Dis-
ney’s acquisition 
of Lucasfilm and 
its subsequent de-
cision to revive the fran-
chise, will apparently 
go under the name 
“Star Wars Episode 
VII: The Force Awak-
ens,” and has raised 
both praise and criti-
cism from longtime 
fans of the series.

Directed and co-
written by famed 
director JJ Abrams, 
a long-standing fan 
of the series, the movie 
should be a deviation from 
what fans have come to ex-
pect from George Lucas and 
the rest of the old staff, yet a nos- talgic 
return to the world that many felt was 
soiled by Lucas’s prequels.

Speaking of the prequels, much of 
the controversy surrounding Disney’s 
decision to start the series again stems 
from the harsh criticisms launched at 
the most recent three movies, which ran 
in theaters from 1999 to 2005 and upset 
more than a handful of the fanatics.

Abrams even initially rejected the 
offer to direct the film, citing the per-
sonal attacks that George Lucas faced 
after even slightly deviating from the 
formula of the original trilogy, which 
many claim were made as a desperate 

attempt to appeal to the market and in-
troduce easily sellable characters like 
Jar-Jar Binks (a character almost univer-
sally hated, but thought to have been 
included to sell action figures). 

Despite fans’ doubts about the merits 
of the new movies, even the single short 

trailer that was released 
(comprising of quick shots 
and cuts and not really 
showing much of the sto-
ry or characters) gener-
ated positive reactions 

that reached the front 
page of many popu-
lar sites like Reddit. 

Some of the pri-
mary visuals in the 

trailer were likely 
meant to evoke 
nostalgia in 
adults who were 

familiar with 
the series as 
children such 

as the swooping 
sequences of the iconic 

Millenium Falcon fly-
ing past the viewer, 

while others introduce concepts new to 
the series, such as a crossguard-hilted 
lightsaber and glimpses of some new 
characters (including a shadowy sith 
figure which one can only assume to be 
a main antagonist of the movie).

While some are less than enthusiastic 
about these additions, going as far as to 
question the feasibility of a crossguard 
on a lightsaber in a universe which has 
talking slugs and casual telepathy, oth-
ers are hoping that the changes will 
help introduce a new generation of 
children to the vibrant space-opera, and 
help open doors for future iterations of 
similar movies. u

Anticipation rises with 
‘Star Wars Ep. VII’ trailer
BY RotemShaked
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kelly jelly 
bean

Kelly Xiao

Among the daily changing trends on Twitter, the following hashtags were among the 
ones that were recently popular. Although each hashtag was used for a different purpose 
and situation, all described world events that had occurred which affected not only adults, 
but students as well. Whether the popular trends depict remembrance such as #JeSuisChar-
lie, or giving us a laugh with posts with a #ThanksMichelleObama, they keep us informed 
about happenings around the world

Originally started in 2009, the #FF (Follow 
Friday) hashtag has once again been gaining 
momentum since the beginning of 2015. It rep-
resents an international Twitter event that hap-
pens each week where users recommend other 
users to follow. Twitter users add the hashtag, 
@ the name of the person or people they are 
recommending and sometimes a reason for the 
recommendation to their message.

 The hashtag’s aim is to show appreciation 
to followers while trying to gain more followers 
for their own page, increasing their social media 
network.

As 2014 came to close and the 
new year, 2015 began, Twitter us-
ers used this hashtag to share their 
favorite memories of the year with 
their family and friends.

In November 2014, 16-year-old Target worker 
Alex Lee became an overnight sensation after a 
girl posted a picture of him on Twitter with the 
caption “YOOOOOOOO” and #AlexFromTarget. 
Soon afterwards, he was also invited to be on Ellen 
Degeneres’s show. However, he was soon exposed 
to the negative consequences of sudden fame — 
hateful private messages and death threats.  

In 2012, first lady Michelle 
Obama tried to promote health-
ier school meals by encouraging 
more fruits, vegetables, whole 
grain and less sodium. Although 
schools have begun to change 
the standards of school lunches, 
many are still behind. Starting 
around the end of November 
2014, unsatisfied students post-
ed pictures depicting unsavory 
school lunches tagged with the 
hashtag #ThanksMichelleObama 
on Twitter, as a sarcastic thanks to 
the first lady’s efforts. 

#FF
#Best

of2014
Memories

#Alex

Target
From

#Thanks
Michelle
Obama

2015
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It is clear that Indian 
influence is a force on 

our community, affecting 
many students in various 

ways
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Jenny’s story
If you know my 

brother, Hansen Qian, 
a 2012 SHS graduate, 
you’d also know that 
we are complete oppo-
sites. 

Even though we 
joined the same sports 
teams and tutoring 
classes when we 
were little, our 
differences in 
personalities 
and interests 
grew as we 
did. While my 
brother was con-
stantly away at 
math and science 
competitions, I spent 
much of my time 
inside a gym, play-
ing in basketball 
tournaments.

In high school, my brother was a 
very independent student  and rarely 
needed help from my parents. He ex-
celled in all of his classes and still made 
time to be orchestra manager playing 
cello,  a part of Science Bowl and a 
member of the speech and debate team.

Outside of school, he studied for 
the SAT on his own and took extra 
classes at near-by community colleges 
for additional credit. He was also a re-
gional finalist in the 2011-12 Siemens 
competition with his project that tried 
to improve the power output of poly-
mer electrolyte membrane hydrogen 
fuel cell using gold and palladium 
nanoparticles as catalysts for the fuel 
cell reaction.  

Now at Princeton and majoring in 
computer science, my brother has left 
an enormous legacy. My parents and 
their posse of Chinese friends and rela-
tives all expect me to exhibit the same 
self-proficiency Hansen possesses. I’m 
even expected to attend a university of 
the same caliber as Princeton. But I’ll 
be honest: the word “Princeton” intim-
idates me, as it is 
always followed 
by a barrage of 
questions about 
my own plans for 
the future. 

What’s more, 
while Hansen 
was able to carve his own path, my fu-
ture was planned out for me the min-
ute I stepped onto the SHS campus. My 
parents had my entire life charted out 
for the next four years based on what 
my brother had done in high school. I 
would take all the classes my brother 
took, get involved in clubs like he did, 
become a National Merit Scholar and 
be prepared to dominate in the Sie-
mens competition my junior year,  a 
surefire method to guarantee the same 
success he had.

The plan seemed all right, but it 
wasn’t until I actually started to pre-
pare for these activities that I realized 
I had no passion or motivation to con-
tinue them . To make matters worse, 
I was struggling in all the classes that 
my brother had breezed through. I was 
constantly worried and had no idea 
how I could fulfill the expectations 
for me held by the people who knew 
my brother. I already had a hard time 
getting decent grades in my Algebra 
2 Honors class, let alone competing 
in math competitions. For a while, I 
told myself that I wasn’t trying hard 
enough and that I had to force myself 
to like it in order to succeed. But there 
was still no progress in my interests. 

My parents tried everything to 
help me out, from signing me up for 
tutoring to sending me to different 
programs to help define my interests. 

They hoped that like my brother, I 
would be able to find something I en-
joyed and was good at enough to pur-
sue. 

Even my brother could tell that I 
was seriously struggling, but as he was 
trying to survive college himself and 
was on the other side of the country, 
he could not do much to help me. The 
most he could do was offer me words 
of motivation. 

After my freshman year ended, I 
felt trapped; my world was just one 
class after another, a monotonous rou-
tine that was suffocating me slowly. I 
needed a break. So, unlike my friends, 
who were beginning SAT prep and 
taking summer courses, I decided to go 
to Seoul, South Korea, as an exchange 
student. 

In Korea, I attended Korean classes 
each day and learned more about Ko-
rean culture. The ability to explore a 
different culture gave me a whole oth-
er perspective. I began to finally realize 
that it was OK that I was not an uber 
genius at math, science or music. The 
fact that I was in a foreign country by 

myself forced me 
to become more 
independent and 
responsible. In a 
way, I matured far 
more than I could 
have hoped to in 
Saratoga. The oth-

er exchange students I met on the trip 
were from all around the world, where 
it was more common for people to pur-
sue diverse jobs, such as being a dip-
lomat, tour-guide or singer. The open-
minded atmosphere reassured me that 
there was more to life than academics. 
Through the experiences that I had and 
the new people I met on  my trip, I re-
alized that I had gotten myself out of 
this dark pit.  I realized that it was all 
right to struggle on my own, to be self-
sufficient.

My brother has also been an enor-
mous help in my growing confidence. 
He constantly reminds me to stop try-
ing to fill his shoes, since we are  two 
different people with each of our own 
passions, strengths and weaknesses. 

And after listening to him  and ex-
periencing a fulfilling, exciting world 
outside of academics, I’ve finally un-
derstood that although I don’t have a 
clear plan, I know to put my energy 
into the things that I love. And that 
was the first time I truly understood 
that I’m unique (and not in the cliched, 
college-app way either!) u

 

We’ve known our older siblings from 
the very day we were born, and since 
then we’ve been ruled by their benevo-
lent dictatorships; essentially, we’ve had 
“third parents” since day one.

It’s been fun, but it’s also been ter-
rible.

This is the story of two Princeton ge-
niuses who graced our plebeian lives.

Kevin’s story
“Introduce yourself with your name 

and one interesting fact about yourself.”
A jumble of names and introductions 

snaked across the classroom, until it was 
my turn. I ignored my pounding heart 
and the one-liners fighting frantically 
inside of my brain, and I stood up.

“Hi,” I said. 
“My name is 
Kevin Chow.”

A long si-
lence. I watched 
juniors and se-
niors, veteran 
Falcon staff 
writers who had 
either known or 
worked with my 
brother when he was the Opinion editor, 
exchange looks.

“Isn’t that Nick Chow’s brother?”
Someone started clapping — then the 

whole class was clapping. There were 
yells of approval from several onlook-
ers: “Prince Chow! Prince Chow!” I 
waded in the sea of applause, beholding 
my brother’s legacy.

That was my first day of school.
In that moment, Nick more than figu-

ratively defined me, and there’s a back-
story behind that.

My brother is a responsible person. 
Responsible to the point that he finds it 
necessary to be responsible for my ac-
tions. He’s the type of person who starts 
college apps during the summer of ju-
nior year and finishes them just as De-
cember begins.

Also, he is smart. Sort of.
To sum it up, my brother is the ideal 

third parent.
People at school refer to Nick 

as “Prince Chow,” mostly be-

cause he got into Princeton last year. 
But the way I see it, it’s also because he 
wields authority effectively, a skill finely 
honed by my existence.

My brother’s influence shows up 
in my personality, which I’d say is un-
naturally subservient. Living with my 
brother required that I establish a com-
pensated symbiotic relationship in order 
to survive. 

An example of this would be per-
forming his manual labor in exchange 
for help on homework.

Homework help was only a small 
part of the educational guidance that 
Nick provided. 

During his junior year, he suffered 
through a course load decorated with 
at least 20 APs (or at least that’s what 
it seemed like). In addition, he had to 
crusade through the SAT I. He had a va-

riety of other com-
mitments to deal 
with as well, but 
not limited to prac-
ticing piano, win-
ning tournaments 
for History Bowl, 
planning his Eagle 
project and (as he 
believes) improp-
erly managing his 

time. 
He remembers that year as a roller-

coaster death trap.
Hence, Nick felt that it was necessary 

to prepare me for my junior year by is-
suing the edict that I must finish taking 
the SAT I beforehand, so that I could 
deal with the rest of my extracurriculars.

That began quite the experience, one 
that I have yet to see the result of, but I’d 
say that this is a prime example of his 
educational influence.

Now that he’s gone off to Princeton, 
it’s funny how much room there is for 
me to misuse my time. 

It’s all a test now. After school, I have 
to close myself out of the room with the 
computers and force myself to be pro-
ductive first.

When Nick came back to Saratoga 
during Thanksgiving break, a whole 
two months after his departure, some-

thing was different. I was a 
person who had survived 
third-parental absence and 
had lived without ever re-
sorting to desperate mea-
sures.

It took me a while to 
realize that I no longer had 
three parents, and at that 
thought, I transcended into 
individuality.

College has changed our 
dynamic. Now he’s forced 

to see that I have a life 
to stumble through 

on my own. But 
most importantly, 

now I’m finally 
learning to be 
self-sufficient.

M a y b e 
some time in 

the future I’ll ac-
cidentally mess 

up, choose a course 
I’ll come to regret, 

forget to take an SAT 
Subject Test when I 

should have, all because 
Nick will not be there to 
watch over me.

But now I have a 
chance to take away that 
second name of mine 
— Nick Chow’s broth-
er — and try my luck 
at some independence.
Then, maybe some day, 
I’ll have a better interest-
ing fact on the first day 
of school. u

Three Doziers walked the halls of 
Saratoga High before freshman Quinn 
Dozier ever did. 2008 alum Trent, 2010 
alum Bryce and 2013 alum Kyle trav-
eled the well-worn path through Sara-
toga High before their younger brother 
Quinn.

Spanish teacher Gina Rodriguez, who 
taught Trent and Kyle when they attend-
ed the school, said that when Quinn first 
walked into her class, his red hair and 
classic Dozier freckles transported her 
back a few years. 

“I was very excited,” Rodriguez said. 
“It’s a nice family. They’re very nice peo-
ple. The parents are very supportive of 
them, and the three of the four brothers 
that I know are just great kids.”

According to Quinn, the fact that his 
teachers often know him indirectly be-
fore he ever steps into their classrooms 
is beneficial. Quinn’s mother, Allison 
Dozier, sees the Dozier legacy left by 
Quinn’s elder siblings as helpful as well.

“Quinn is already enjoying his expe-
rience at the high school,” Mrs. Dozier 
said. “He can’t get away with much be-
cause almost every single faculty mem-
ber or administrator recognized him as a 
Dozier as soon as he stepped on campus. 
His brothers took advantage of the op-
portunities at SHS, and we are sure that 
Quinn will, too.”

Although the brothers share clear 
physical traits that many staff members 
recognize, according to Kyle, unique 

characteristics like Trent’s appreciation 
of drama and plays and Bryce’s enjoy-
ment of movies differentiate each broth-
er. Quinn said he is especially close with 
Kyle, since he is closest to Quinn in age 
and helps him “through a lot of things,” 
like sports and school, but all four Dozi-
er brothers share a strong bond.

Particularly noteworthy is their 
shared passion for sports. During family 
gatherings like Thanksgiving, the Doz-
iers spend their time together playing 
sports like wiffle ball and football, a fam-
ily legacy. When the Doziers all reunite, 
it can get “really hectic,” but Quinn en-
joys the excitement.

“It can get a little crazy when we’re all 
at home,” Quinn said, “but it was really 
weird especially when they went to col-
lege because it got a lot quieter and a lot 
more normal.” 

Said Mrs. Dozier: “The things that I 
love most about having four boys are 
probably the things I hate most about 
having four boys — they are always 
loud, they eat a lot and most of their sto-
ries and jokes are at the expense of their 
parents. I wouldn’t trade it for anything. 
We also love how supportive they are of 
each other.”

Quinn also plays basketball and base-
ball in addition to football, and he and 
his brothers enjoy watching Giants, War-
riors and 49ers games together. He finds 
his brothers’ past experience with foot-
ball in particular to be helpful. Football 
is his favorite sport because of the team’s 
camaraderie gained through shared 
challenges like knowing “how hard we 

worked to get here, so we all understand 
what each other has gone through, so it 
brings us together and makes us closer 
than other sports do.”

 “We all played football, and so they 
really helped prep for what it was going 
to be like,” Quinn said. “They would 
tell me that I had to work out a lot and 
eat healthy; if I eat bad it’s only going to 
make [my playing] worse.”

In fact, according to Kyle, who now 
plays baseball at Loyola Marymount, 
their shared interest in athletics is some-
thing that strengthens their relationship.

“We are all pretty similar,” Kyle said. 
“We all enjoy sports and that brings us 
together.”

According to Quinn, his brothers set 

high standards for him during the time 
they spent at Saratoga — standards that 
result in some formidable expectations 
for Quinn athletically.

“Some people expect a lot out of me 
athletically because my brothers did a 
lot of really impressive things here,” he 
said, “but most people — since they’re 
so much older than me — don’t know 
them, so it doesn’t really affect me.”

Quinn said, however, that he never 
feels the need to set himself apart from 
his brothers.

“I like being mentioned with my 
brothers because they did a lot of great 
things here,” Quinn said, “and I also 
want to contribute to great things 
here.”u

BY KevinChow
& JennyQian

BY RachelHull
& MichelleLeung

“Prince Chow! Prince 
Chow!” I waded in a sea 

of applause, beholding my 
brother’s legacy.  

In the shadow of a Princetonian
SOPHOMORES REFLECT ON LEGACIES OF COLLEGE-GOING BROTHERS

From left to right, brothers Quinn, Kyle, Bryce and Trent pose for a Dozier family portrait.

Natalie Lemire Charlemagne Jason Kao Liu Bei Caroline Oliver John Adams

It runs in the family: Youngest Dozier
influenced by brothers’ passion for sports 

The Descendants: Students reflect on heritage

“For years I was convinced 
that the ‘Princess Diaries’ scenario 
would happen to me. I was always 
waiting for a phone call that said I 
had to step up and rule an island 
somewhere, and I always bragged 
about being a princess, of course.”

“It hasn’t affected my life, but it’s 
interesting. I found out because my 
dad’s mom’s .... family has a record, 
a really old book, that my dad’s 
grandpa made. It detailed all the 
family stuff. It’s in Taiwan now.”

“It’s just like a fun fact, like I have 
size six feet, [and] I’m also related to 
John Adams. It’s not like this is the 
most life changing fact of my life.”

GRAPHIC BY KELLY XIAO

Courtesy of KEVIN CHOW

Courtesy of JENNY QIAN
Courtesy of QUINN DOZIER

Kevin Chow (left) poses with his college-going brother, Nick (right). 

Sophomore Jenny Qian snaps a selfie with her brother, Hansen. 

But I’ll be honest: 
the word “Princeton” 

intimidates me. 
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Substitute teacher Tom Head, once 
called “Tom” in varying tones of stern-
ness, is carpooling to work on a Mon-
day morning. His mother glances at 
him through the corner of her eye and 
smiles. English teacher Cathy Head’s 
son is going to school. 

Except, he is “Cathy’s son” no more. 
He is “Mr. Head,” the substitute teach-
er. The “chill” one, a 22-year-old who 
seems to understand student struggles 
more than anyone else on campus. 

After graduating from SHS in 2010, 
Head attended UC Davis, where he ma-
jored in psychology. It wasn’t until his 
third year in college that he decided he 
wanted to become a teacher. 

“I started considering ways of com-
bining my love of helping people and 
being kind of a social worker with actu-
ally earning money,” Head said. “I real-
ized that teaching was my true calling 
and that perhaps I should revisit that 
idea.”

Head’s first teaching inspiration 
may be traced back to Cathy Head, the 
current AP Literature teacher who has 
taught at the school for 26 years. 

“Probably the closest [person] to a 
mentor would be my mother,” Head 
said. “I have year round access to ask 
her questions about her experience as a 
teacher in California and as a teacher [in 
New Jersey].”

Head was even able to witness his 
mother’s teaching style first hand, hav-

ing taken her AP Literature class during 
his senior year. 

“It was just a very comfortable atmo-
sphere,” Head said. “My mother and 
I get along very well, which hopefully 
eased the rest of the class into a more 
comfortable state.” 

Head used this experience to hone 
his own teaching style and now creates 
an exceptionally relaxing atmosphere in 
the classroom. There is almost no pres-
sure to feign overdone enthusiasm for 
a subject, no need to put on a facade. 
Under Head’s guidance, honesty comes 
without consequences.  

“[My mom’s teaching] influenced my 
own philosophy when it comes to being 
true to yourself,” Head said. “[Try to be] 
professional,  but don’t try to be some-
one you’re not. Students who’ve had me 
as a sub know I am far from serious and 
I can joke around for a bit; if I try to be a 
straight-edged sub, it would be clearly a 
false front.”

Students appreciate his efforts, and 
some, like junior Sanam Mohan call him 
“one of the best substitutes [they] have 
had.”

“Because he is an alumnus, he is very 
relatable and humorous,” Mohan said. 
“[It’s] definitely a pleasant surprise 
whenever I have him as a sub. He gets 
respect from students because they en-
joy talking to him, and he is still a really 
effective sub.”

Although Head was not an English 
major, he aims to attend San Jose State 
University for an English teaching cre-
dential. He says he might pursue other 

teaching credentials later, but he is con-
tent with English for now. 

 “I am comfortable talking to students 
about literature and their own writing,” 
Head said. “It just seems like a good 
fit for me. Whenever I have subbed for 
English classes, it [felt] right.”

Head was able to pursue a career 
that he loved 
and personally 
felt happiest in, 
instead of one 
that gave him 
the most finan-
cial stability. 
He says that he 
feels that he is 
making a dif-
ference when 
teaching. 

“ [ Te a c h i n g 
is] the ability 
to help people 
fulfill their po-
tential, not just through the academics 
and classwork, but also through talking 
about life advice or just college ideas,” 
Head said. 

Head enjoys substituting at Saratoga 
and feels lucky to have such a comfort-
able working environment. His work 
ensures that he is almost always on cam-
pus, near his mother and friends. 

Even better, some of the teachers spe-
cifically request for Head as substitute 
when they are absent. 

Because Head is so familiar with the 
staff, the teachers often tailor their lesson 
plans to fit his skills.

“One of the first times I subbed for 
Ms. Keys’ English 10 class, she knew 

that I was going to be her sub and so 
she wrote a lesson plan that … actually 
involved me teaching,” Head said. “It 
drew on my strengths as a psychology 
student and incorporated Freud because 
you can talk about Freud in the book 
[‘The Lord of the Flies’].”

Ironically, as a teacher, Head is now 
learning more 
than ever. 

Studying has 
extended outside 
of school, but 
even so, Head’s 
attitude toward 
this is more of 
welcome than re-
sentment. 

“I believe that 
it should be ev-
eryone’s lifelong 
goal to continue 
to educate them-
selves in whatev-

er form that may be,” Head said. “Mine 
takes the place both of formal learning, 
of studying textbooks and such, as well 
as personal growth.”

Head’s trademark happy-go-lucky 
personality sets him apart from even the 
most experienced teachers. 

Whereas teachers and students find 
difficulty mingling due to the difference 
in positions, Head paradoxically com-
bines friendship and authority. 

To students, Head only has a message 
of gratitude:

“Teaching at Saratoga is a pleasure 
every day and a lot of that is [your] re-
sponse to me. Thanks for being so posi-
tive. I love it.” u

BY GitikaNalwa
& KellyXiao

Substitute Thomas Head poses with his mother, Ms. Cathy Head, the AP Literature teacher.

Courtesy of THOMAS HEAD

If you read the Falcon regularly, you know it 
has a lot of opinions from students and not 
many from teachers. In an effort to correct this 
imbalance, Falcon staffers decided to host a 
discussion with three teachers: AP and regu-
lar Physics teacher Kirk Davis, AP Environ-
mental Science teacher Kristen Thomson and 
English teacher Amy Keys. Reporters picked 
questions out of a bowl and then asked them 
to the teachers, and from there, the discussion 
ensued. What follows are some of the interest-
ing responses the followed these provocative 
questions.

Falcon: Do you as teachers have favor-
ites? 

Davis: Well, as students, do you guys 
have favorite teachers?  You probably 
do.  At the end of the day, we are all peo-
ple and we all have emotions and there 
are some people we relate to better (…) 
But I’ve never known a teacher who has 
said, ‘I like so and so better, so I’ll give 
them two extra points.’

Falcon: What is the ideal student?

Davis: You know, I had this kid once, 
maybe about five years ago, who came 
to me and asked for a letter of recom-
mendation.  I said, ‘Of course!’ but the 
thing was, this kid was a real disaster.  
So I sat there, trying to think of what to 
write, and then I write, ‘This student is 
a glass half full.’  This student had so 
much spirit and energy, even if the test 
scores weren’t that good.  There are very 
few people who are good all around.  Al-
most every single person has something 
about them that is just amazing, and the 
best part about being a teacher is finding 
that ‘ideal’ part of the student. 
Keys: The ideal student is the one who is 
open to recognizing and challenging his 
or her own preconceptions, to work with 
others, to try things that may be confus-
ing or awkward and to open themselves 
to new understandings of the world and 
of themselves. The ideal student is mo-
tivated to work hard by curiosity, com-
passion and joy in watching himself and 
herself and those around him or grow in 
understanding and creativity.

Falcon: How do you decide if a student 
is just in the class for the grade or if he 
or she is actually interested? 

Davis: It’s not mutually exclusive that 
a person who is focused on the grade is 
not interested in learning … I’ll spend as 
much time as I can with grade grubbers 
as with kids who are genuinely inter-
ested.  If they want to pester me about 
grades, I’ll shut that discussion down, 
but I will still answer any questions they 
have. 
Thomson: We all realize that you can’t 
love every single class.  As a student, I 
struggled with history.  I like to change 
the conversation from ‘Why is the grade 
so important’ to ‘Let’s figure out the best 
way of learning so you can get the grade 
you want.’ 

Falcon: What is your view on the em-
phasis that students at Saratoga High 
put into getting into the “best” college? 

Davis: You know, the kids here are in an 
arms race, and that can be stressful.  I 
think it’s important to know that regard-
less of what college you go to, you will 
be making connections to other people 
that will last for years to come. That be-
ing said, I do think that of course it is a 
good idea to aim for the best college you 
can.
Thomson: In my opinion, it’s better to be 
the top of a regular, decent school than 
being mushed in the middle at a super 
prestigious Ivy League school.  That 

doesn’t mean don’t shoot for the stars, 
because aiming high is important.  But 
try not to focus your whole life on col-
lege, because then when you finally get 
there, all those years of worrying and 
stressing will leave you thinking ‘Now 
what?’

Falcon:  What are some common mis-
conceptions about teachers?

Davis: Well, for one, we can’t get too 
many Starbucks cards. [Laughter] 
(Thomson: True.)...But in all seriousness, 
what are some conceptions you have 
about teachers? That we don’t like our 
job, or teaching wasn’t our first choice?

Falcon: Yeah, that’s a good one. Was 
teaching your first choice of careers?

Thomson: I think, unlike other coun-
tries, we don’t put teaching first, and it 
resonates with you guys because you 
don’t go off to college thinking, “Oh, I’m 
going to be a teacher.” But I think a lot of 
us felt this type of calling and we knew 
this was the place we wanted to be. I do 
think about the money thing, but I think 
that the teachers that you have enjoy 
coming here. We invest so much in you 
students. You’re like our kids! 

Falcon: So how did you become teach-
ers?
 
Thomson: When I was in college, I 

thought I was going to become a doctor.  
But what I was doing in college wasn’t 
what I liked, and I was so stressed out 
and unhappy.  I had a teaching job over 
the summer in San Francisco where 
I graded and created my own lesson 
plans, and I absolutely loved it.   
Davis: I felt there was a need for more 
math and science teachers, particularly 
for girls ... Teaching wasn’t actually 
my first job.  I actually started teaching 
when I was 50, and professionally I had 
finished a medical job and when I was 
done, I thought about being a teacher.  I 
started by working as a substitute for a 
bit.  It was weird transitioning from the 
adult world to the student world, and I 
got a kick out of it; it was so fun.  Later, 
after substituting at Saratoga for a while, 
I was asked to teach physics.  It was fun-
ny because although I had an engineer-
ing degree by training, I hadn’t studied 
physics in around 30 years! Still, I started 
teaching physics.  I didn’t even get the 
credential my first year because I wasn’t 
sure if I’d like teaching, but I really loved 
it.  It’s not worth doing something if you 
don’t enjoy it. 
Keys: I set out initially to be an actress, 
dramaturg or director. Then I decided I 
loved language, linguistics and litera-
ture, and I majored in German language 
and literature at Northwestern. Gradu-
ating from Northwestern with a degree 
in German, I of course went to Indone-
sia, where I started teaching English as a 
Foreign Language, and discovered that I 
loved teaching! 

Falcon: What is your view on all-night-
ers? 

Keys: Absurdly counterproductive. 
There is nothing you are going to learn 
in the night before that will stick with 
you, and the increase in cortisol levels 
caused by that stress is going to make 
you physically ill, and you are going 
to forget things and lose skills that you 
have already mastered due to your sleep 
deprivation. Bad idea all around.  

Falcon: Lastly, what do you think about 
trying to improve some of the stress 
that Saratoga kids deal with? 

Davis: There’s been a lot of talk about 
lessening the course load, but honestly, 
I don’t think that’s going to happen. I do 
think a lot of the pressure comes from 
parents, which isn’t healthy, and I think 
a way to lower stress is to find someone 
to talk to, especially an adult other than 
your parents or even your teachers.
Keys: If it’s an option for you, don’t take 
the hardest class of everything just to 
take the hardest class of everything! Fo-
cus on what you love. If you’re a Robot-
ics wizard, or even a Robotics neophyte, 
by all means do that. 

Note: The reporters who participated in this 
discussion were Kevin Chow, Lauren Louie, 
Melissa Magner and Dorrie Tang. u

No fear, all clear: Reporters ask 
teachers about hot-button issues

Heads up! Former student comes back 
to high school as a substitute teacher

#tspawestgate

WINTER SPECIAL

COSMETOLOGY &  ESTHETICS
FULL & PART TIME COURSES  AVAILABLE

For more information about our graduation rates, the median loan debt of students who  completed the program and other important information visit www.tspaSanJose.com.

$10 OFF any service of
$50 or more

Come for a visit and see what TSPA has to offer. 
Offering courses in Cosmetology and Esthetics with emphasis in Make Up Artistry. 
Financial aid for those who qualify. All services performed by supervised students.

Let us help your dreams come true
Call Admissions at 408.579.9111 x117

WESTGATE MALL, 1600 Saratoga Ave, Suite 103
www.tspaSanJose.com

He gets respect from 
students because they 
enjoy talking to him, and he 
is still a really effective sub.

“

”junior Sanam Mohan

Teachers Amy Keys, Kirk Davis and Kristen Thomson discuss topics with Falcon reporters during the student-teacher fishbowl seminar.
FALCON // DEEPTHI SAMPATHKUMAR
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For many students, leaving high 
school to pursue a project that could 
change the world is not a common path 
to take, but it is one former student 
Thomas Hunt decided upon for himself.

After completing his freshman year at 
Saratoga in 2012, Hunt left high school 
to focus on cancer research through the 
Thiel Fellowship. He would be a senior 
now, but has been at the Fellowship ever 
since sophomore year. 

Created by Peter Thiel, the former 
CEO of PayPal, in 2010, the Thiel Foun-
dation gives 20 people under 20 years 
old $100,000 annually in funding, men-
tors to guide them and over two years to 
work on a project of their choice that will 
potentially change the world. 

Fellows keep up with their high 
school curriculum through online class-
es. Hunt is trying to find  cures for can-
cer by learning about types of Telomere 
Maintenance Mechanism (TMM), which 
are special strands of DNA found at the 
ends of chromosomes, and are used by 
cancer cells as they divide uncontrolla-
bly. 

“I am really interested in using au-
tomation, a technique that removes hu-
man error in lab and decreases the time 
needed to perform lab procedures,” said 
Hunt. “This allows the researcher to fo-
cus more on data analysis.” 

After his grandfather was diagnosed 
with a rare form of blood cancer, Hunt 

realized that he wanted to find a way 
to help prevent the suffering that can-
cer causes other victims and their loved 
ones. 

Meeting with many other Thiel Fel-
lows from the first class of 2011, Hunt 
felt greatly inspired. 

“Their spectacular stories of self-
education, combined with my growing 
interest in cancer research was a great 
motivation to leave school to pursue a 
career in biotech,” he said. 

From there, he made the decision to 
apply for the fellowship. Hunt said the 
application was extensive. 

He first submitted an application for 
his  project, and then went to a number 
of interviews before his final presenta-
tion in San Francisco. At the end of the 
process, the selection committee took a 
month to narrow the applicants down 
the 20 finalists. 

Hunt was notified through a video 
call and was selected as a 2014 fellow, 
leaving Saratoga High in 2012. 

“My mother was initially skeptical 
and concerned for my overall educa-
tion,” Hunt said. “However, after when 
I outlined a plan for learning by taking 
courses at the local college as well as on-
line learning such as Khan Academy, she 
felt more at ease.”

Leaving high school and not being 
able to see his friends was a difficult 
decision, but he has made many new 
friends and is pleased to have the oppor-
tunity to be at the front line of ground-

breaking technology. 
Hunt is in the process of moving to 

San Francisco to live in group houses 
provided for the Fellows and students in 
the Bay Area. 

On weekends, he comes back to Sara-
toga to visit family and friends. 

 Senior Ethan Ngai, who has remained 
in contact with Hunt, wasn’t surprised 
by his friend’s decision to leave school 
for research.

“He was always a really science [fo-

cused] kid,” Ngai said. “[He] always 
had the bomb booth at the science fair 
and [was] really into biology.” 

Even though cancer research is dif-
ficult, Hunt remains just as motivated 
as he was when he first applied to be a 
Thiel Fellow. 

“It is common to make a small error 
and ruin an entire experiment,” said 
Hunt. “However, there is no greater joy 
than a successful experiment that moves 
my research forward.” u

Former SHS student now a Thiel Fellow

Since childhood, junior Matthew 
Victoria has always wanted to make a 
difference. 

His love of community and fascina-
tion with the field of law enforcement 
led him to form a goal of one day join-
ing the police force and helping to save 
lives.

As a stepping stone to help him 
achieve this goal, Victoria joined an af-
ter school program that would help to 
propel him towards achieving his goal. 

Victoria graduated on Dec. 12 from 
a course at the Santa Clara County 
Sheriff’s Teen Police Academy after un-
dergoing eight weeks of training. 

The Teen Police Academy 
is a program in which sher-
iffs and resource officers teach 
teens about the various fac-
ets of a career in law enforce-
ment. Students undergo train-
ing similar to an actual police 
academy, but in a much less 
rigorous environment. 

The academy receives about 
40 applicants a year and then 
culls the list to about 22 stu-
dents who actually get to take the 
course. 

This process is done by analyzing 
the different responses each student 
writes on the application regarding 
why they would like to enter law en-
forcement. 

“They teach us different 
laws, handcuffing, what to 
do in certain calls and how to 
immerse ourselves in public 
to show that we are there to 
help,” Victoria said. 

Courses were also taught in 
a classroom, spanning every-
thing from drug and DUI arrest 
procedures to water rescues 
and SWAT team procedure. 
However, his favorite activity 

was riding alongside an officer who 
was on shift and getting first-hand ex-
perience. 

By graduating from this academy, 
Victoria is set up to join a program 
called Youth Cadets. Once Youth Ca-
dets graduate at the age of 22, they can 

apply to be law enforcement officers. 
The program also gave Victoria insight 
into the requirements for the law en-
forcement field. 

Despite the time commitment re-
quired by the academy — once a week 
for three hours — Victoria did not feel 
that his other extracurriculars or aca-
demics were impacted at all. 

While he was inspired by the sher-
iff’s deputies running the program, 
Victoria’s favorite part was meeting 
new people with the same career inter-
ests. 

“I highly recommend this program 
to anyone, even if you are not interest-
ed in law enforcement,” Victoria said. 
“It is still a great thing to be a part of 
and enjoy.” u

Junior graduates from teen police academy

Student sells baked goods at local Farmers’ Market 

Already at the Los Gatos Farmers’ 
Market at 7:30 a.m. on Sunday morn-
ings, junior Emily Jacobs begins to set 
up her booth. She hangs up her sign in 
the back, which says “Indulgent Bites” 
in an artistic font, and begins to set out 
rows of mini crème brûlées, caramels 
and macarons on delicate cake holders 
lining the front.

From crêpes to orchids to persim-
mons, the Los Gatos Farmers’ Market 
features many stands in at the corner of 
Montebello and West Main Street every 
Sunday. One of the booths that has ap-
peared since last April for every other 
weekend is Jacobs’ Indulgent Bites. 

The business began because Jacobs 
wanted to try her hand at something 
new.

 “I always liked making crème brûlée 
for my family and I thought they would 
be pretty easy to sell,” Jacobs said. “And 
then I had all of these extra egg whites 

[from crème brûlées] and so I made mac-
arons.”

Jacobs likes variety in her booth and 
is constantly adding new desserts, like 
caramels and pies, and most individual 
items range in price from $2 to $5. She 
also frequently switches up the flavors 
of the macarons and has thus far experi-
mented with raspberry, chocolate, lem-
on, key lime, peppermint and pumpkin 
spice.

“I just keep my business constantly 
changing,” Jacobs said.

An enticing feature about Indulgent 
Bites is that all of Jacobs’ products are 
gluten-free. She originally liked the re-
striction because it made her company 
unique and more appealing, but she 
sometimes finds it difficult to stay with-
in that mold. 

“Crème brûlée and macarons were 
already gluten-free and [everything] is 
gluten-free now, so just I wrote it on the 
sign,” Jacobs said. “And everyone was 
like ‘Oh my gosh, you’re gluten-free,’ so 

now I can’t change it.”
Selling at the Farmers’ Market in the 

first place was no piece of cake. In order 
to sell her products, Jacobs’s business 
must meet all of the requirements.

Every Friday afternoon, Jacobs drives 
to a commercial kitchen in San Jose that 
she rents to make her treats. It is a re-
quirement for food-related companies to 
make their goods in commercial kitch-
ens. 

Jacobs said it can get difficult because 
of its distance and price, but it is a neces-
sity.

She also had to procure business li-
cences and baking certificates in order to 
sell at the farmers markets. This was also 
an expensive endeavor, costing roughly 
$3,000, not including the cost of getting 
booth space. But Jacobs has been paying 
this off since she turns a good profit.

Jacobs is not sure where the business 
will go after she graduates from SHS.

“If I go to college in California, I could 
hypothetically do [my business] over 

the weekends,” Jacobs said. “If I move 
[out of the state], I would need to get all 
new permits and get into the markets. It 
would basically be like starting over and 
it would be too expensive to do in col-
lege by myself.”

But until Jacobs’s graduation, Indul-
gent Bites can be found in Farmers’ Mar-
kets in Willow Glen on Saturdays, Cu-
pertino on Sundays and Los Gatos every 
other Sunday. 

She also delivers orders that may be 
requested via contacts located on her 
website at www.indulgentbites.weebly.
com.

Even if she does not continue with 
this current endeavor, Jacobs is interest-
ed in pursuing cooking into the future.

“I like how it feels to have a bunch of 
boring ingredients turn into something 
great,” Jacobs said. “I like when people 
try my food and they like [it] and when 
people buy it, it make[s] me feel like, 
‘Wow, my stuff is worth spending mon-
ey on.’” u
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Senior Thomas Hunt describes his research involving telomeres used by cancer cells.
Courtesy of THOMAS HUNT
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Why do I love soccer? 
It takes a lot to answer that question. 

It’s been part of my life since I was 5, but 
I was inspired to pursue “the beautiful 
game” after I watched the 2006 FIFA 
World Cup in Germany. 

After two AYSO seasons and a myo-
pic view of the expanse of Bay Area soc-
cer, I joined my first club team: De Anza 
Force 97 Black. Little did I know, I would 
be sticking with this team for the rest of 
my childhood.

Our team struggled for the first four 
years, consistently finishing close to the 
bottom in the league.  I had constant 
doubts about us. We lost and gained sev-
eral players, but there still remained six 
original players by 2012, when our team 
started to turn in the right direction.

We were able to ensure a consistent 
team for a couple seasons and my soccer 
career was taking a turn for the better. We 
finally found our stride and placed high 
in our leagues and State Cup groups.

Then came 2014.
The year started off rough. Our 

team’s spring season was disastrous, to 
say the least; we finished third to last in 
our league and were knocked out in the 

quarterfinals of the NorCal State Cup 
tournament in early May. It seemed like 
another case of déjà vu. 

Fall season came around and with a 
new coach and a new training regimen 
our strong defense at the beginning of 
the season set the tone for the rest of 
the season. We proceeded to go on a 
7-match unbeaten run with road victo-
ries in Antioch, Davis, Walnut Creek and 
San Francisco, and home draws against 
Union City, Richmond and Yuba City. It 
had been a while since I felt this success-
ful feeling, and I was hoping it would 
never end.

But as our team had experienced be-
fore, that sinking feeling came back.

On the penultimate weekend, we fell 
2-1 to the fifth place team in a game that 
would put one hand on the champion-
ship if we had won.

The last weekend of the season 
proved to be the most crucial. Our Sat-
urday match pitted us against the then 
first-place Antioch team. With the kick-
off set for 3:15 p.m., our team was ready 
to try to beat the first-place team so as to 
secure a chance to win the league. 

But lo and behold, we learned from 
the team manager that the team we 
were supposed to play had forfeited the 
match because of a lack of players and 
had essentially handed the champion-
ship to us. All we had to do was either 
draw or win Sunday’s game to celebrate 
the league championship.

The game was set to kickoff at 4:30 

p.m. in Danville and we would take 
on a team from Mustang Soccer 
Club to compete for the top spot.

Tensions rose early on and the 
intensity kept increasing. Fights be-
tween players broke out as the each 
team was pressing to score the vital 
goal. 

The first half ended 0-0, and the 
next 45 minutes of the game  were 
set to be possibly the biggest in my 
soccer career thus far.

The breakthrough came late in 
the second half by our right winger 
who volleyed home a corner kick to 
make the game 1-0. The sidelines 
erupted into cheers and the team 
gathered in the center to celebrate 
the goal that could put the title in 
our hands. 

However, five minutes later, our 
defender scored an own goal. But 
if we held this result, we would be 
champions.

It took two goal-line clearanc-
es, several point blank saves, and 
many sacrificed body parts to keep 
the ball out of our net. 

We adjusted our defense to ac-
commodate seven defenders to as-
sure the result. 

We held on to a 1-1 draw and 
won the league championship, a 
feat we had been working toward since I 
was a 10-year-old boy.

However, the league title wasn’t the 
only thing I took away from my experi-

ence in soccer thus far. I cherished most 
the sense of successful camaraderie that 
came with the success. And that’s why 
this sport was, is, and always will be my 
favorite. u

As a junior, I have reached the point 
where it is time to start narrowing down 
my interests. Playing for the tennis team 
while writing for the Falcon, as well as 
being a fan of several sports teams has 
directed my attention to sports journal-
ism. Knowing that many high school 
journalists would like exposure to the in-
dustry, the San Jose Shark’s Foundation 
hosts an annual “High School Writer’s 
Day” to give students like me some first-
hand experience on the job. 

After I was selected as one of four 
Santa Clara County students to have this 
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity, I arrived 
at the SAP Center on Nov. 20 to see the 
Sharks face the Florida Panthers. With a 
notebook and pen in hand, I began the 
night with tour of the arena. 

As we ventured through an “employ-
ees only” door to the exclusive VIP and 
staff floor, I was excited to see the array 
of displays and photo frames. 

On the first stretch was a photograph 
of every player who has been signed by 
the Sharks, arranged by the total number 
of games played. First in line was Sara-
toga resident Patrick Marleau, whom I 

happen to have seen twice at Safeway. 
We made our way to a room full of 

professional journalists chatting at din-
ing tables. Feeling out-of-place, the four 
of us walked in slowly, and all eyes 
turned to watch us enter  the press din-
ing room. Though dinner and dessert 
tasted delicious, we were all eager to 
move on to the next agenda item. 

Next, we met Kevin Kurz, Sharks 
beat writer and insider for Comcast 
SportsNet. When asked about his ap-
proach to forming relationships with 
players, he said he keeps it professional, 
as he sometimes has 
to ask tough ques-
tions, such as “why 
were you pulled from 
the lineup?” 

Wrapping up the 
interviews, we went 
to watch the game. 
When the elevator 
doors parted, my mouth dropped open. 
We were at the highest level of the sta-
dium where the media work during 
the games, and we were about to walk 
across the arena’s catwalk. 

For those who are not familiar with 
the catwalk, it is essentially a 3-foot wide 
path that extends across the entire width 
of the stadium right under the ceiling.

Eyes were on us as we made our way 
past the big-time reporters. I was so ner-
vous for the catwalk that I barely recog-
nized Randy Hahn, my favorite sports 

commentator, standing just 3 feet away. 
I have never been terrified of heights, 

conquering the top floors of the Eiffel 
Tower and Empire State Building. But 
this time, vertigo kicked in as I eyed the 
catwalk. At previous games, I’ve always 
wondered what the busy people walk-
ing back-and-forth across the catwalk 
were doing. I never imagined I would 
one day be standing on it.

Taking a deep breath, I made the 
first step. Before I knew it, I had made it 
halfway and was directly above the ice. 
Maintaining my balance as if I were on 

a tightrope, a gust 
of chilly wind 
surged up. Trying 
not to look at the 
ice below my feet, 
I briskly finished 
the rest of the trek. 
Breathing a sigh 
of relief, I laughed 

with the others at my own trepidation, 
but nearly passed out. We took our seats 
and prepared for the energized crowd to 
welcome the players onto the ice. 

As a long-time Sharks fan, I paid 
close attention to the game below. The 
Panthers scored a goal in the first 30 sec-
onds, which made the crowd unsettled. 

However, when centerman Logan 
Couture made a goal for the Sharks 
in the second period, the entire arena 
erupted. I had to stop myself from jump-
ing out of my chair in exhilaration when 

I suddenly remembered I wasn’t a fan in 
a jersey, but a journalist who must main-
tain professionalism while on the job. 

After each period, a copy of statistics 
was delivered to the press box. The game 
was tied 2-2 at the end of the overtime 
period. We made our way down to the 
ice to watch the shootout up close. My 
heart sank after Panthers’ Nick Bjugstad 
snuck in the last goal against Antti Ni-
emi, winning the game. Realizing that I 
would be interviewing a player who had 
suffered a heartbreaking loss, I knew I 
had to alter my questions. 

Standing outside of the locker room, 
I spoke with right wing Barclay Good-
row. I asked him how it felt to be back 
at home ice, to which he responded with 
appreciation for the supportive fans. 

Concluding the night, the four of us 
laughed at the enjoyable moments and 
parted ways. As the only girl, I was re-
lieved to have had enough knowledge to 
talk about a variety of sports.

Driving away from the SAP Center, I 
could not stop smiling. Even though the 
Sharks lost the game in the shootout, I 
now had a new perspective of hockey 
and a first-hand experience at the life of 
a sports journalist. Exposed to the dedi-
cation and toil that these journalists put 
into their jobs, my passion for sports me-
dia increased. I  can be sure I will have 
a better answer the next time someone 
asks me, “What might you want to be 
when you grow up?” u

Reporter finds sports media passion at Sharks game

Anant Rajeev

money 
maker

Junior ponders longtime experience in soccer

Allison Lin

thrilLin’

Junior Anant Rajeev, at the age of 6, poses in his 
AYSO uniform with a soccer ball in his hands.

Courtesy of ANANT RAJEEV

Breathing a sigh of 
relief, I laughed at my 
own trepidation, but 
nearly passed out.

“Volleyball, 
because it’s a sport 
that requires genuine 
skill combined with 
athletic ability.” 

junior Aakash Thumaty

What’s your 
favorite 
sport and 
why?

sophomore Jessy Liu junior Yena Jeong

“Water polo, 
because I can’t run 
but I can swim. It 
can be violent, but 
that’s the fun part.”

“Archery because 
the moment before 
you shoot is 
exhilerating. 
Anything can 
happen.”

togatalks
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Dedication can only do so much 
when the body betrays an athlete. 

Senior Nidhi Vellanki understands 
this concept particularly well, having 
been left with a string of concussions 
and a torn ACL from playing basketball 
and field hockey.

Vellanki’s first concussion occurred 
during her freshman year while play-
ing in field hockey. The SHS team was 
playing a game against St. Francis High 
School when Vellanki got hit. It wasn’t 
by accident. 

“During a tournament I stole the ball 
from a girl,” Vellanki said. “She got re-
ally mad so she picked up her stick and 
hit it on the side of 
my face.”

The girl had to 
give the ball to the 
Falcons, but the 
penalty did not 
make up for Vella-
nki’s injury, which 
turned out to be 
serious. 

For the next three weeks, Vellanki suf-
fered migraine-like headaches and had 
difficulty concentrating on schoolwork 
and homework.

“Sometimes your headache [from the 
concussion] goes away but when you 
try to concentrate again it comes back 
again,” Vellanki said. “It’s like an ache in 
the back of your head for a long period 
of time.”

Over the next few years, Vellanki re-
ceived several more concussions, ending 
with a grand total of five. Worse still, 
during sophomore year field hockey she 
tore her the anterior cruciate ligament 
(ACL) of her left knee. 

Vellanki underwent surgery and 
physical therapy for her ACL only to cut 

her therapy sessions short by one month 
in order to return in time for the next 
field hockey season in the fall. She went 
on to continue playing as one of her 
team’s much needed defenders, support 
brace and all. 

Unfortunately, the shortened therapy 
prevented the ACL’s full recovery, even 
keeping Vellanki from continuing in bas-
ketball after freshman year. Even now 
she experiences symptoms from the in-
jured ACL.

“Technically I can run without [the 
support brace] so sometimes when we’re 
doing warm up laps or running the mile 
for conditioning I don’t wear it,” Vella-
nki said. “But if I land funny then the 
weird popping noise happens ... it’s just 

really scary be-
cause sometimes I 
think when I don’t 
wear the brace, I 
could tear my ACL 
again.”

Equally crush-
ing was the end of 
Vellanki’s dream to 
play field hockey at 

the college level.
 Before her third concussion in junior 

year, she was being recruited by coaches 
from universities such as Smith, Oberlin 
and Wellesley. She was also receiving 
emails from coaches at  the University 
of Michigan, Princeton University, Dart-
mouth College and Cornell University.

“The third one definitely ruined [my 
chances of being recruited],” Vellanki 
said. “I was going to go to a national field 
hockey tournament where I was going 
to be scouted by coaches, but because I 
got the concussion around the time of 
the tournament I couldn’t go.” 

Furthermore, the third concussion, 
which Vellanki received during a field 
hockey game against Los Gatos, oc-

curred during the worst possible time: 
junior year. Vellanki ranks it as one of 
her worst concussions, both physically 
and mentally.  

“I had four [AP classes] and I missed 
a month of school,” she said “It was re-
ally hard to make up after that.”

Only one semester later, Vellanki was 
once again struck in the face with a field 
hockey ball. 

After that fourth concussion, Vellanki 
knew that playing at the college level 
just wasn’t a tangible goal anymore. 

“A lot of the coaches took back their 
offers,” Vellanki said. “They were like 
‘It’s really 
bad to play 
through [so 
many con-
c u s s i o n s ] ; 
it’s like brain 
damage.’” 

Still, she 
finds it hard 
to accept 
the idea of 
quitting al-
together, as 
she has been playing a variety of sports 
since the age of five.

Even her family members are heav-
ily involved; Vellanki’s father, having 
played club cricket during high school 
and college, continues to participate 
in athletic events such as 100-mile bike 
rides, and her older sister, SHS alumna 
Neha Vellanki, currently plays field 
hockey for Wellesley college. Vellanki 
and her sister often play field hockey to-
gether as a bonding activity when they 
are together.

But all the dedication in the world 
can’t change the fact that Vellanki still 
gets unexpected migraines, remnants 
from her previous concussions. Her 
neurologist has recommended that she 

stay away from contact sports, as each 
concussion increases the risk of getting 
another. 

Vellanki says the frequency of concus-
sions can be frustrating in its disruptive-
ness. 

“Getting injured has been hard be-
cause I’ve never been able to complete 
a full [sports] season,” Vellanki said. “I 
always end up getting injured halfway 
through. This season I’ve managed not 
to get injured, [however].” 

The truth is, Vellanki’s case is unusu-
al for field hockey. The sheer number of 
her injuries has earned the attention of 

others.
 In fact, 

when Vel-
lanki was 
being pulled 
out of class 
for the in-
t e r v i e w , 
her teacher 
joked about 
her getting 
yet another 
concussion. 

Furthermore, on the first day of AP Euro, 
her answers to teacher Jerry Sheehy’s 
questions about her sports history raised 
onlookers’ eyebrows. 

“Most people are surprised when 
they find out,” Vellanki said. “Some of 
my friends make jokes about my concus-
sions.”

At the very least, Vellanki says she 
still plans to play for the field hockey 
Summer League. 

“Everyone’s telling me ‘No, stop play-
ing it,’ but it’s just hard [to stop playing 
field hockey],” Vellanki said. “I was re-
ally disappointed when my neurologist 
said I couldn’t continue playing field 
hockey after high school, but I didn’t let 
that get me down.” u

Concussions hinder senior’s collegiate career 
BY KellyXiao

I’ve always considered myself the 
ultimate benchwarmer — my lack of 
hand-eye coordination seems to guaran-
tee it. Still, it has never deterred me from 
playing my favorite sport: lacrosse. 

The fast-paced nature of the game, 
coupled with the precision and elegance 
required to play, was what attracted me 
to it. What’s more, the wonderful spirit 
required to form a cohesive team was all 
the more incentive to play.

Although my lack of athleticism 
doesn’t make me seem like a prime can-
didate for sports teams, I had never con-
sidered the idea that I might not actually 
be able to play at all. As I was about to 
found out, injuries made that possibility 
very real. 

It was a normal November morning 
on the day of the accident, back in 2013. 

I was reluctant to wake up and I took a 
longer, hotter shower than necessary. I 
had a waffle for breakfast and my mom 
ushered me into her sedan at exactly 7:23 
in the morning. 

We were on Highway 9 when a car 
rammed into the back of ours. My mom 
managed to brace herself on the steer-
ing wheel, but 
my neck snapped 
forward and then 
back, leading me to 
whack my head on 
the side of the seat. 

My mom rushed 
me to the emer-
gency room, afraid 
that I was seriously 
hurt. Doctors ush-
ered me in and out 
of x-rays and forced me into a powder 
blue hospital gown. Finally, I found out 
that I was concussed,  I had whiplash 
and there were contusions on the back 
of my skull. And the worst part: I had to 
wear a neck brace. 

At first, all I was worried about was 
the mortification that I would face after 

attending all of my classes, but then it 
dawned on me. I couldn’t play sports 
without being able to move my neck. 

My future in lacrosse was question-
able, at best. 

I went to physical therapists and or-
thopedic doctors. They tried all sorts of 
things, from realigning my spine to giv-

ing me deep tissue 
massages. All of 
them told me that 
the muscle strain 
that the whip-
lash had caused 
coupled with the 
fact that I had very 
fragile tendons 
made it unlikely 
that I would ever 
play sports again. 

It was devastating to hear this prog-
nosis. I had planned much of my next 
semester around lacrosse season, and all 
of a sudden, I wasn’t sure how my year 
would go.

Once my neck-brace came off, I suf-
fered from various neck problems. I had 
almost constant soreness in my neck 

muscles, and the pain seemed to radiate 
to my shoulders and back. 

I ended up ignoring all of the doctors 
and played lacrosse, which, in hindsight, 
might not have been such a great idea. 
While I managed to get through the sea-
son with only minor injuries, it perpetu-
ated my neck problems.

Now, instead of sporadic bouts of 
pain, my neck is almost constantly stiff 
and sore. There are days when I can’t 
even turn my head.

Worse, even, is that through some 
sort of medical mystery, these neck is-
sues have caused me to contract crip-
pling migraines. 

The solution to these problems: acu-
puncture and medication. Now I have to 
spend 90 minutes a week with needles 
poking out of the back of my neck and 
ears. I attend regular chiropractic ses-
sions in which a doctor bends my neck 
in ways that aren’t natural. 

Despite all of these repercussions, 
I refuse to give up the opportunity to 
play this sport. Lacrosse season starts in 
a week, and I’ll be out on the field with 
the rest of my team, pain be damned. u

Whiplash threatens lacrosse player’s abilities

The SHS team was 
playing a game against 
St. Francis High School 
when Vellanki got hit. It 

wasn’t by accident.

Saya Sivaram

saya
nara

While I managed to get 
through the season with 

only minor injuries, it 
perpetuated my neck 

problems.

GRAPHIC BY ROTEM SHAKED

“Getting injured 
has been hard because 
I’ve never been able to 
complete a full [sports] 
season.” senior Nidhi Vellanki
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Visit the gym on a weekday after-
noon and you’ll see the girls’ varsity 
basketball team in action.

“Break! Break,” yells junior point-
guard Nicole Prowse as she dribbles 
up the court. The whole gym echoes as 
all the players on and off court echo the 
play name.

Each is a code name for a play drawn 
up by coach Mike Davey. Davey’s play-
book is deep and extensive because of 
the talented and smart roster he has this 
year.

The team has been practicing harder 
than ever to compete in the highly com-
petitive De Anza league. 

Despite the variety of plays taught, 
the girls have been successful in re-
membering each one, adding to their 
offensive firepower. Leading scorers 
include senior post Mikayla Davis and 
senior guards Samie Davey and Sara 
Parden. 

“[Davis] is an essential player,” said 
Parden. “She is a great [co]-captain and 
example of how to work hard and give 
100 percent.” 

After finishing pre-season with a 
10-2 record and winning the Monta Vis-
ta tournament in December, the Falcons 
have  high hopes of dominating league 
and going deep in CCS. 

The team opened up to its first league 
game with a 48-38 victory against Los 

Altos on Jan. 9. The Falcons were able to 
get over their nervousness and win the 
game successfully. 

“As a [co]-captain, [I] want to create 
a positive environment and make ev-
eryone feel comfortable and confident,” 
said Davey. “Our chemistry on and off 
court contributes to our overall hard 
work on the court together. I think our 
team definitely has a lot of potential to 
show during our games.” 

On Jan. 14, the girls went head to 
head with a talented Palo Alto Viking 
squad but fell short 57-44. 

Keeping their heads up, the Falcons 
took on Mountain View in their second 
home game, but also lost, this time with 
a score of 45-38.

“The last two games were a really 
good learning experience for our team,” 
Parden said. “Hopefully we can learn 
from what happened during the games 
and win in the really close games.”

The Falcons played against rival Los 
Gatos on Jan. 21. 

The score was close throughout the 
entire game, and the Falcons held the 
lead for the first three quarters of the 
game. However, in the fourth quarter, 
Los Gatos rallied and won with a score 
45-42. 

“Although we lost, I think we played 
with all of our effort,” Parden said. “It 
was definitely a fun and exciting game 
and I know that as a team, we’ll get bet-
ter as we play more games.” u

Inability to score leaves team low in standings
After a rocky start to the season, the 

boys’ soccer team now holds a 1-3-2 re-
cord in the El Camino Division. The team 
will go on the road to face the Gunn Ti-
tans for a second time on Feb. 5.

The Falcons were able to turn their 
season in the right direction with a win 
visiting the Lynbrook Vikings on Jan. 
15 but hit another bump in the season 
with 1-0 home loss against the Milpitas 
Trojans on Jan. 22. The Falcons have big, 
winnable games coming up in the sec-
ond half of the season against Lynbrook, 
Cupertino, Milpitas and Wilcox. 

The Milpitas matchup resulted in 
eight yellow cards and two red cards 
total in a hotly contested affair that was 
decided by a late Milpitas goal. 

Strong defensive lines have kept the 
Falcons’ forwards in check during the 

season, and when scoring chances ap-
pear, the team hasn’t always cashed in.

Freshman Tim Kobara believes that 
the team lacks  the ability to make on-
field decisions clearly and quickly. 

“The only way to improve that is to 
invest more effort and energy into train-
ings and matches,” Kobara said. 

As a result, the team’s training ses-
sions have more of an emphasis on 
shooting and finishing. Coach Chris 
Stott has been adding several shooting 
drills that help players’ finishing ability 
and the goalie’s skills as well.

Through the enhanced training ses-
sions and gaining players such as senior 
midfielder Kushol Bhattacharjee and 
freshman midfielder Adam Fayad back 
from injury, the team has been regaining 
their form after starting the league sea-
son with a 5-3 loss to Gunn, a 1-0 loss to 
Cupertino and a 1-1 tie against Fremont.  

The team will take on the second half 
of the season, eyeing a CCS Playoff spot, 
more wins and possible promotion back 
into the De Anza Division for next year. 

“We may not be the biggest team out 
there this season,” junior defender Abhi-
ram Yellamilli said. “But we have talent 
and heart and that fuels this team.” u 

BOYS’ SOCCER

GIRLS’ SOCCER

Senior forward Samuel Breck directs a pass path in the Jan. 22 game versus Milpitas.

 

Head coach Ben Maxwell is having 
the team focus on high pressing the op-
ponent from the start to finish of every 
game, and it’s an approach that is start-
ing to pay dividends. 

As of Jan. 26, the Falcons held a 2-1-2 
record in the De Anza division. 

In their first game at Homestead on 
Jan. 6, the Falcons finished with a 2-2 
draw after the Mustangs tied the game 
in the last 10 minutes with a free kick. 

Sophomore midfielder Daphne Liu 
assisted senior midfielder Ciara Bowen 
for the first goal. Junior goalkeeper Isa 
Berardo threw a long pass down the 

field, which junior forward Kimberly 
Chen finished for the second goal. 

The Falcons defeated rival Los Gatos 
3-0 on Jan. 8 at home, despite 
Los Gatos missing some of its 
top players. Junior midfielder 
Fiona Sequeira scored two goals 
and had one assist, and senior 
center-back Anisha Nagarajan 
had a header goal. Berardo re-
corded four saves for the shut-
out. 

“Our team has typically felt 
like the underdog when playing 
Los Gatos. My freshman year 
when we beat them was the first time in 
10 years,” Berardo said. “It was so ful-
filling to come together on the field and 

really give it our all .”
In their third game at Palo Alto on 

Jan. 13, the Falcons suffered a crushing 
5-0 defeat. Chen attributed the 
loss to being second to tackles 
and not distributing or attacking 
as well as the team could have. 

Maxwell acknowledged the 
team’s potential for improve-
ment, but didn’t let the result 
deter team morale. 

“We won’t let a high like 
beating Los Gatos or a low like 
losing to Palo Alto define our 
season,” he said. 

Maxwell holds intense training ses-
sions four times a week with plyometric 
drills, skills, fitness drills and posses-

sion or small-sided games to improve 
the team tactically. At every practice, he 
holds team meetings to remind everyone 
of the squad’s goal: making it to CCS. 

The team rallied back together on Jan. 
15 at home for a 2-0 win over Los Altos, 
with goals from Chen and Liu. 

At Santa Clara on Jan. 22, the team 
tied 1-1 with a goal from Chen assisted 
by a pass from sophomore midfielder 
Hannah Leonard. Senior co-captain 
Amy Shepherd suffered an ankle sprain 
in the first half that will sideline her for 
at least two weeks, causing the team to 
adjust the starting lineup.

The Falcons continue league play this 
season with a match against Palo Alto at 
home on Feb. 3. u

Falcons flock together for a successful season

GIRLS’ BASKETBALL

Chemistry on and off 
court reveals potential

BOYS’ BASKETBALL

Team regains momentum 
after season’s initial losses

After beginning its El Camino League 
season with a loss to Cupertino (45-53) 
on Jan. 9, the boys’ basketball team has 
bounced back to win four tough games 
against Santa Clara (49-44), Mountain 
View (53-34), Lynbrook (61-50), and 
Gunn (76-
65).

U s i n g 
a pack-
line de-
f e n s e , 
which is a 
technique 
m e a n t 
to make 
drives to 
the hoop 
more dif-
ficult, the 
team con-
tinues to 
learn new plays to better their game 
and avoid losses like the one against 
Cupertino. 

“[The first loss against Cupertino] 
definitely wasn’t the best game that we 
put together,” junior shooting guard 
Joe Eschen said. “We [learned to] never 
play down to an opponent’s level, but 
always play with the same energy and 
intensity every single day.”

According to senior point guard Mi-
chael Cole, who leads the team in scor-

ing with about 20 points per game, ev-
ery day is just a new opportunity for the 
team to learn. The team aims to get bet-
ter with each practice and each game, 
whether they win or lose.

'Just never give up,” Cole said. 
“You’re always in the game.”

By using their preseason as a means 
for improvement, the Falcons are ready 

for the cur-
rent season.

To im-
prove, the 
Falcons are 
trying out 
new plays 
and get-
ting bet-
ter at their 
de fens ive 
r o t a t i o n , 
something 
they have 
been work-
ing on since 

the summer.
Their main goal for this season is to 

win the El Camino League this year, so 
that they can join the upper De Anza 
League next year.

“We really have to bring energy ev-
ery single day,” Eschen said. “If we do 
that, we can be really good.”

The Falcons will get their rematch 
against the Pioneers at Cupertino High  
School today and aim to dominate the 
court. u

BY ApoorvKwatra
& TrevorLeung

BY FionaSequeira
& ArmanVaziri

Berardo

BY AnantRajeev

BY JennyQian

FALCON // LAUREN LOUIE

“

”

We really have to 
bring energy every 
single day. If we do that, 
we can be really good.

junior Joe Eschen
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Pens: Forever and ever on (ball) point

Tejas Siripurapu (12) drums with the 
winter percussion at Electives Night on 
Jan. 26. 
Jason Tsai (12) presses opposing wres-
tler at the competition in Milpitas on Jan. 
15. Check saratogafalcon.org for further 
wrestling coverage.

Saya Sivaram (10) and Zach Grob-Lipkis 
(10)  participate in the “Honestly Now” 
rehearsal on Jan. 15.

Sophomore celebrates the magic of pencils

snapshots

Joy Tang (12) performs with the dance 
team during Electives Night on Jan. 26.

FALCON // SIMI SRIVASTAVA

FALCON // LAUREN LOUIE

FALCON // LAUREN LOUIE 

Anant Rajeev & Summer Smith

WAYS TO ENJOY THE 
SUPER BOWL

Invite yourself over to your 
“friends,” place for the food. 
Whoa sorry; the game.

Doritos Game. Eat a bag for every 
tear you shed because Brady isn’t 
the 49ers’ quarterback.

Look forward to Marshawn 
Lynch’s post game interview. 
Which word (singular) will he 
use this time? 

Go-Daddy Ads. Good family 
bonding while cringing.

Watch the 49ers win the Super 
Bowl. And then turn off the Xbox.

Record the game. So you can pay 
close attention to the commer-
cials! 

Cheer for Seattle. At least if they 
win, we can claim the NFC West 
is the hardest division in the 
league. 

Wish Key & Peele’s players were 
the ones actually playing. On the 
49ers.

Congratulate the Seahawks’ 12th 
player. The referees.

Listen to Adele Dazeem sing the 
National Anthem. My bad, Idina 
Menzel.

topten

Buying a fresh pack of pencils from 
OfficeMax can be described as one of the 
most magical moments life offers. Every 
time I complete my homework, I take a 
second to notice the amazing powers of 
the often under-appreciated pencil. 

The most magnificent power the 
pencil beholds is its ability to erase any-
thing that has been previously written. 
If a mistake has been made, no problem! 
With a simple flip of the pencil, the eras-
er on the other side will take care of the 
issue in no time. 

Unlike a pencil, where mistakes can 
be covered up to make a perfect assign-

ment, the pen is a dangerous object that 
shows others how many mistakes have 
been made. Since pens do not have the 
ability to erase, the owner has to scribble 
over it or white it out, showcasing the 
embarrassing errors 
to teachers.

It is commonly 
known that when 
students are in a 
classroom, they tend 
to doodle on the 
side of their papers. 
Since the darkness 
of the pencil can 
be controlled with varying amounts of 
pressure, the owner can create different 
shades to make more realistic drawings 
on the margins of their essays.

The pencil also stands to be the step-
ping stone for children in elementary 
school when they first learn how to 
write. When kids sit in their seats eager 

to learn, teachers hand them the breath-
taking pencil to teach them how to spell 
their names. 

Although teachers should get much 
of the credit for teaching children to 

be literate, stu-
dents should re-
alize that their 
pencil is the one 
that helped them 
grow and learn. 

Unfortunate-
ly, many people 
undermine the 
reputation of the 

pencil by saying that a pen is the better 
option since it doesn’t break every two 
minutes. 

But on the contrary, pens tend to lose 
ink very quickly, almost always when I 
need it, and there have been countless 
occasions where all my pens have run 
out of ink, and I was left with no writing 

utensil in my moment of  dire need. 
A possible solution to the conundrum 

of lead breakage is to buy pencils that 
need 0.9 lead. This type of lead is so 
thick that it is nearly impossible to break 
unless someone decides to bang it on the 
desk. 

It kills two birds with one stone be-
cause it writes as dark as a pen would, 
making it easier for others to read. With 
a pack of 0.9 lead in hand, the pencil is 
sure to be a cheaper and more effective 
option than a pen. 

Because of its multi-functional prop-
erties, the pencil continues to be proven 
as the better option in comparison to the 
demonic, unforgiving pen. 

So the next time you find yourself in 
front of the mailbox scrambling to search 
for your Hogwarts letter and finding 
nothing once again, just buy any pack of 
pencils to immediately make your day 
better. u

 
It’s dead silent; students viciously 

scribbling away at some in-class essay, 
hands cramped but minds cranking at 
the speed of light. Words are flowing 
beautifully into well-connected tran-
sitions and breathtaking conclusions, 
eyebrows furrowed with intellectual 
stimulation, when — WHAT IS THAT 
NOISE? — all heads whip over to the 
growling sound of an angry, chomping 
pencil sharpener destroying the serenity 
of silence: all because of a pencil.

Pencils are high maintenance and 
bothersome. Of course, most writing 
utensils are — they stand in the tall 
shadow of life’s greatest gift: pens. 

Nothing is more satisfying than the 
inky imprints that a pen leaves as it 
glides across paper, leaving trails of 
lovely curves and smooth swirls behind. 
It’s aesthetically appealing and, when 
the right pen meets the right thickness 
of paper, a spark of hope ignites in the 
beautiful connection.

Pens provide a tastefully satisfying 
appearance while also being environ-
mentally friendly. Pens can easily be 
refilled through purchasing ink refills at 

local stores. Can you refill a pencil? Hah, 
good one.

Think about it: Pencils are made of 
wood. Wood comes from trees. Pencils 
kill trees.

When you use a pencil, you’re killing 
a tree.

Some may argue that mistakes left 
in ink are ugly, even when covered in 
white out. But nobody’s perfect; why try 
to mask mistakes? Teachers usually pre-
fer students cross out mistakes with one, 
alluring line, rather than using white-
out. Pencils, on the 
other hand, leave 
brown, disgusting 
attempts at erasing 
errors, thus leaving 
what looks like the 
remnants of a tor-
nado on a page. 

Ah, there are 
too many reasons 
to look down on pencils; their short life 
spans, weak stems (all too many days 
in elementary school did I find broken 
pencils at the bottom of my backpack), 
constantly breaking tips and too much 
more. But maybe the biggest pet peeve 
of them all is having to tote around a 
mini pencil sharpener. And when you 
lose those, all hell breaks loose.

Do you need to sharpen a pen? Nah, 
just gotta let the pen do its thing.

To put the horrid lifestyle of using 
pencils in a relatable perspective: I, a 

leftie, have to constantly deal with drag-
ging pencil and hand over lines of text 
when writing in-class essays and the 
consequential aftermath of lead stains 
on the side of my hand. Yet, when I have 
a pen, the ink dries neatly at the speed 
of light and I find myself happy with 
a nicely written essay and clean hands. 
Thank you, pens, for not making me 
wash my hands after every essay. 

Pens provide the comfort of a built-
in, squishy grip to ease the pain of writ-
ing for extended periods of times. But 

pencils? No. If a 
grip is preferred 
on pencils, then 
those have to be 
purchased, adding 
an additional price 
onto the already 
waste of money 
that pencils are. 

Pens are just 
ideal in any situation. Writing a check? 
Pen’s got you. Crafting a birthday card? 
Pen will make that thing more eloquent. 
Signing the Declaration of Indepen-
dence? Pens basically gave our country 
freedom.

There’s not much to argue: Pens 
are significantly more impressive than 
pencils, markers and all other inferior 
writing tools. You can’t argue with the 
writing tool that’s been around through 
thick and thin, for better or worse, in 
sickness and in health. Got Pen? I do. u

darth
jader

Jade Bisht

cinco
de maya

Maya Prasad
A possible solution to 
the conundrum of lead 

breakage is to buy pencils 
that need 0.9 lead.

Pens are ideal in any 
situation. Writing a check 

or crafting a birthday 
card? Pen’s got you. 
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