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“You’re discharged, and you’re dis-
charged and you! You’re discharged too!” 
yells senior Chris Nasser, who plays Hor-
ace Vandergelder, as he rehearses 
his role during an after school prac-
tice of “The Matchmaker.” 

In preparation for the Oct. 10 
opening night of the show, Nasser 
and other students practiced for the 
past three weeks.  Unlike previous 
fall play rehearsals, the cast of “The 
Matchmaker” has had only three 
weeks to prepare, far shorter than 
the usual six weeks.  

The fall play, which consists 
of four acts and lasts around an hour and 
a half, completed its first round of per-
formances, and cast members look back 
proudly on their rehearsals. Because of 
the shortened time between auditions and 
shows due to the earlier planned showtime 

in the school year, practices were longer 
and busier, lasting two and a half hours in-
stead of the normal one and a half in order 
for the cast to be ready on time. 

“The decreased rehearsal time definitely 
made the process a lot more frantic, mainly 

because everyone had less time 
than they are used to with fall play 
practices,” said junior Emily Lud-
wig, who plays the character Irene 
Molloy. 

With an intricate set and cos-
tume, actors and actresses with 
over 100 lines, and longer practic-
es, each scene was only rehearsed 
about three to four times before 
dress rehearsal. 

“Even with the busier rehears-
als, the quality of the show has not been 
impacted,” said junior Nina Nelson, who 
plays a musician. “[Drama teacher Sarah 
Thermond] found a way to add some music 
with the show, and have it blend perfectly 
to the plot. I think that the audience will re-

ally enjoy the added music.”
The show is set in four completely dif-

ferent locations, and the tech crew had to 
figure out how to create these sets. In the 
end, it was decided that all of the set pieces 
would be dual-sided and that doors and 

FALL PLAY

Math Club plans to create Math Quad mural

SQUARING OFF

The Media Arts Program (MAP) add-
ed a Media Arts 2 class for juniors this 
year, a continuation of the sophomore 
MAP class Media Arts 1 — and also a 
major blow to the size of the broadcast 
journalism program, which has suffered 
a greater than 50 percent drop in num-
bers and is down to a staff of 14 students. 

The new Media Arts 2 class combines 
filmmaking, advanced digital anima-
tion and multi-media journalism, which 
were previously offered as electives for 
juniors. Students also take common Eng-
lish and social studies classes.

To compensate for the new Me-
dia Arts 2 class, MAP has made sev-
eral adjustments to its curriculum. The

Changes 
hurt MAP 
electives

MARCHING BAND TAKES HOME ACCOLADES
WITH ‘SACRED GEOMETRY’ PERFORMANCE

MEDIA ARTS

BY MichelleLeung
& TrungVandinh

 MAP on pg. 5

The marching band kicked 
off its season by taking home a 
handful of awards at the Cuper-
tino Tournament of Bands on Oct. 
11 with an ambitious new show 
called “Sacred Geometry.”

The group won first place for 
field show, first place for wood-
winds, second place for brass, 
third place for percussion and first 
place for auxiliary in the 5A divi-
sion. Among the competitors were 
Cupertino High School, Foothill 
High School, Mountain View High 
School and more. Homestead 
High School took home numerous 
awards and sweepstakes, to the 
disappointment  of some mem-
bers.

 BAND on pg. 5

BY JadeBisht
& JennyQian
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This year, the Math Club is 
planning to create a mural in 
the school’s Math Quad. The 
project will be supervised by 
math teacher PJ Yim and orga-
nized by freshman Lillian Zeng, 
who plans to base it on a mural 

she once saw in New York. 
After discussing the plans, 

students and the math depart-
ment have agreed that the 
mural will showcase five great 
mathematicians — Euclid, 
Euler, Gauss, Leibniz and Man-
delbrot. Its bottom left corner 
depicts the Falcon logo in ad-
dition to bleachers surrounding 

the Benny Pierce Field, which 
represent Saratoga High and 
how math ties in with students’ 
daily lives. 

On the right side, there will 
be drawn houses and satellites 
that symbolize the Saratoga 
community and how math ties 
into society. The remaining two 
sections illustrate the past and 

the future. 
Zeng has done a rough 

sketch of the mural on her Wa-
com drawing tablet.

“[The section that illustrates 
the past] is the foundation for 
what we have now and what 
we will have in the future, so 
basically, it’s like math builds 
upon math,” Zeng said. 

Yim said that throughout the 
years, he has often seen lone 
students standing by the tun-
nel of the hallway in the Math 
Quad, especially after Math 
Club practices on Fridays. Yim 
figured that the walls should 
appear more uplifting and give 

‘Matchmaker’ cast overcomes tight schedule
BY MelissaMagner
& SayaSivaram

 PLAY on pg. 5

PROJECTS

 MURAL on pg. 5

BY KatherineSun
& EileenToh

Thermond

FALCON // ELLEN WU

Senior Chris Nasser dips senior Nastasya 
Kutuyev during a dress rehearsal on Oct. 9.

Junior Aakash Thumaty practices with the marching band during a 
run-through of their show, “Sacred Geometry,” at rehearsal on Oct. 9.
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When junior Celine Liang entered the gigantic audito-
rium at Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) Sept. 
27, she felt shivers of nerves going down her spine. 

Liang, along with hundreds of seventh grade to 12th 
grade girls from over 250 middle schools and high schools 
around United States and Canada, were all there to com-
pete in the sixth Annual Advantage Testing Foundation 
Math Prize for Girls.

It turned out that Liang was the best among the girls, 
answering 17 out of the 20 brutally hard questions cor-
rect in two and a half hours and winning about $30,000 in 
scholarship money as a result. 

“When they called my name during the awards, I 
was extremely surprised because there were a lot of very 
strong competitors,” Liang said. “I guess I never expected 
to win against some of the other girls.”

The MIT competition is the largest math contest specifi-
cally for girls in the world.

Besides Liang’s stunning success, junior Kristine 
Zhang, who also competed last year, did well, receiving 
an honorable mention distinction. She felt that this year’s 
problems were more challenging than the ones from the 
previous year, but she still completed around 12 of them 
before running out of time.

“I enjoy that you get to travel and be able to do a lot of 
social events,” Zhang said. “There’s a social aspect of it, 
and then you also do the math.”

— Becky Hoag

Liang wins prestigious MIT math competition

School honors National Merit semi-finalists

picturethis

A celebratory breakfast honoring the record 39 Na-
tional Merit semi-finalists from the class of 2015 will take 
place in the cafeteria on Oct. 22.

“I think the school is really good about supporting its 
students and appreciating their accomplishments,” said 
senior Sonal Pai, one of the semi-finalists. “I’m excited for 
the breakfast to see the other students being recognized.” 

The event will begin with muffins, croissants, yogurt, 
bagels and drinks. Then, everyone will be seated for the 
formal introduction, during which principal Paul Robin-
son will congratulate the semi-finalists and ask them to 
stand and acknowledge their parents and relatives. The 
ceremony will end with a final round of applause before 
students are left to mingle. 

Around 90 percent of the semi-finalists will gain the 
title of finalist. The list of finalists will be announced in 
the spring.

“I think our high performances on the PSAT every year 
are a testament to the dedication of the teachers and stu-
dents,” assistant principal Brian Safine said. 

— Fiona Sequeira

FALCON // SIMI SRIVASTAVA

Got Blood? This is the motto of the Community and 
Wellness Commission this year.

The commission hopes eligible donors come to the 
Nov. 2 Blood Drive held in the Small Gym.  

“Blood donation is an easy way to save lives and we re-
ally want Saratoga High to support the community in this 
manner,” said senior head commissioner Vivek Murthy.

The commission will start promoting the event and re-
leasing specific details after Homecoming week.

Students must be at least 16 to give blood if they have 
parental consent or be 17 without parental consent. Other 
restrictions include not having traveled to a third-world 
country in the past year and participants not being ill.

According to Murthy, donating blood requires little 
more than a slight pinch from the needle. 

“I was really nervous about donating last year, but it 
wasn’t painful at all. [It felt like] a tiny pinch,” said 2014 
alumni Akshay Madhani.

As an extra incentive, the commission will give a sur-
prise gift to the donors.

A final benefit, commissioners said, is that studies have 
shown donating blood is beneficial to the donor as well 
as the body is given a chance to produce new fresh blood.

                    — Deepthi Sampathkumar

Blood drive gives SHS students chance to save lives

DRAMA

Students from the three dra-
ma classes are going to Moun-
tain View to see a professional 
production of the musical 
“Sweeney Todd” on Oct. 23. 
The production will be per-
formed by Theatreworks, a 
reputable regional company 
that puts on shows, such as 
“The Lake Effect.” 

“Sweeney Todd” is a 
dark musical that follows 
barber Benjamin Barker as 
he seeks revenge on Judge 
Turpin for wrongfully im-
prisoning him and taking 
Barker’s wife and daugh-
ter. After 10 years in prison, 
Barker finds his wife gone 
and his daughter adopted by 
Judge Turpin. Barker adopts 
the alias Sweeney Todd and 
seeks revenge on the Judge 
and everyone who helped con-
tribute to the injustice against 
his family. 

The field trip will occur 
during school hours and about 
half of each of the three drama 

classes are attending. 
“Students learn about the-

ater not just by getting up 
and performing, but also by 
watching complete shows and 
analyzing what they found 
effective or ineffective about 

performances and design ele-
ments,” drama teacher Sarah 
Thermond said. “Last year, 
we were unable to do this and 
students missed out on a great 
opportunity.”

Freshman Zona Liao is ex-
cited to watch the production.

“I’m really looking forward 
to seeing ‘Sweeney Todd’ be-

cause I think it will be inter-
esting to see the characters on 
stage,” Liao said. 

Senior Andrew York, who 
has been on multiple field 
trips to see productions, be-
lieves that seeing professional 

shows is a great learning 
experience.

“I saw ‘Comedy of Er-
rors’ by William Shake-
speare at Montalvo my 
freshman year, and we 
were able to see a cast of 
six actors play 14 differ-
ent parts and leap across a 
two-story set,” York said.

On top of that, York said 
it is helpful to see shows 
with classmates because 
of the common experience 
from which students can 

draw parallels. 
Senior Jack McCarthy en-

joys seeing how the performers 
use songs to enhance dramatic 
moments. He is particularly 
excited to see how they act out 
violent scenes and make them 
work safely while still getting 
the important message across 
to the audience. u

BY MelissaMagner
& SayaSivaram

Students to watch ‘Sweeney Todd’

“Students learn 
about theater not just 
by performing, but by 
watching shows.”

teacher Sarah Thermond

MATCHMAKING       Senior Andrew York and junior Emily Ludwig act out a scene in the fall play, “The 
Matchmaker,” which opened Oct. 10. There will also be performances on Oct. 17 and 18 at 7:30 p.m.

MOCK TRIAL

After weeks of uncertainty,  
the mock trial team has found 
a teacher and a coach. 

The teacher to step forward 
to host the team on Tuesday 
nights and help coordinate 
the team’s schedule is his-
tory teacher Matt Torrens with 
the additional support of Dr. 
Hugh Roberts, a retired at-
torney and former teacher at 
Saratoga High. 

Roberts founded the Santa 
Clara County Mock Trial pro-
gram as well as the Saratoga 
team that began in 1983. He has 
been helping to coach mock 
trial on and off for around 30 
years.

This year, he will be focus-
ing on pretrial — which in-
volves a debate on the nuances 
of the Fourth Amendment, 
which protects citizens against 
unreasonable searches and 

seizures, arbitrary arrests and 
surveillances — and on help-
ing ease the team into the new 
season. 

As a retired attorney, Rob-
erts has expertise and knowl-
edge in law that greatly ben-
efits the team.

Because Torrens also has 
experience from coaching a 
form of mock trial at a previ-
ous school, mock trial mem-
bers are expecting a relatively 
smooth transition. 

Torrens said the club is 
“pretty much self-run” because 
of  strong leaders like seniors 
Max Chang and Michelle Luo, 
but agrees that “[the students] 
will need some mentoring that 
Dr. Roberts will provide. I’m 
just going to learn first.”

“It was hard for us to get 
back out there without our 
coaches from last year, but 
[Chang] and [Luo] made it 
happen,” said junior Neeki 
Tahmassebi.

Chang has been participat-
ing in mock trial throughout 
his four years at the school and 
has found that the team has 
been “rich with raw, untapped 
potential.”

 “I guess a part of me wants 
to help develop their talent 
while sharing my passion and 
enthusiasm for mock trial,” 
Chang said.

The team held an informa-
tional meeting late September. 
Thirty-five students from all 
four grades attended, includ-
ing both veterans of mock trial 
and new faces to the team.

Chang and Roberts offered 
an overview of mock trial. Stu-
dents were then assigned roles 
for the following week’s audi-
tions. 

Returning member junior 
Karthik Padmanabhan sums 
up the season as: “Different 
teacher, different room, new 
captains, new people. It’ll be 
good, it’ll be fun.” u

Team welcomes mentors
BY CassandraKing
& IsabelleTseng
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With upwards of eight hours of dance 
practices per week, the senior class has 
been putting their full efforts behind 
preparations for their final Quad Day on 
Oct. 24. 

Eight dances accompany their Dis-
ney theme: three girls dances, one guys 
dance, one partner dance, a Bollywood 
dance, the annual football player dance 
and the finale. Senior Josh Pi, the 2015 
class president, is confident, saying, 
“Our dances are packed and the rehears-
als are coming along smoothly. We’re 
hoping to generally improve on last 
year, and make the show a great one.” 

Pi is impressed with the participation 
so far and expects it to continue.  

Having completed their skit early, 
the seniors have had weeks to rehearse 
all the elements needed to bring their 
Homecoming and dances together into 
one big performance. 

Co-choreographer Anshika Mahesh-
wari is helping plan the senior class’s 

first co-ed Indian-themed dance.
“We’ve been practicing for so many 

hours and even with 80 people stuffed 
into the dance, we seem to be pulling 
this off,” Maheshwari said. 

Senior class treasurer Jane Park said 
the skit and numerous dances rival the 
quality of previous classes’ senior Quad 
Days. In most of the dance rehearsals, 20 
to 30 students have shown up. Park said 
that this number is impressive.

“There’s a lot more enthusiasm in 
Homecoming this year and the atten-
dance for practices has gone up a lot in 
comparison to before,” Park said. “This 
allows us to touch up our dances faster 
and more efficiently than previously.”

According to Pi, the Quad Day is im-
portant for its ability to unify students. 
The atmosphere of community and spir-
it is almost tangible during practices.

“No matter how Quad Day goes, I 
hope everyone will be happy with all 
the effort we put in for coming together 
as a class to do something great,” Pi said. 
“We hope to make our Quad Day one of 
the best Saratoga has ever seen.” u

BY AnantRajeev
& ArjunRamanathan

Seniors aim high for their final Quad Day 

It’s a hot afternoon in October, and the 
Quad is strewn with paper mache celery. 
Everywhere, students are busy building 
larger than life cutlery and painting gi-
ant pieces of pizza. Determined to im-
press the rest of the school, the class of 
2017 is in frenzy of activity in its 
preparations for Homecoming.

The announcing of the Home-
coming themes in late August 
of this year generated plenty of 
buzz among sophomores. 

“A lot of my friends watch 
‘The Food Network,’ so I know 
that they’re all really happy with 
the theme,” said sophomore Jac-
queline Han. “This theme offers 
a lot of different options for dec-
orations and dances.”

After their debut last year, the sopho-
mores are determined to improve their 
decorations and their performances for 
this year’s Quad Day.  

According to sophomore Raymond 
McCarthy, last year’s efforts to create 
a “Club Penguin” Homecoming were 
unorganized and disjointed due to mis-
communications. The class also had 
technical difficulties they want to avoid 
this year.

“This is the first year that we as a 
class have actually organized anything, 
so we feel really on top of the prepara-
tions right now,” McCarthy said. 

McCarthy is in one of the students 
in charge of writing the script for Quad 
Day, and he thinks the school will have a 
lot to look forward to. 

In addition to the skit, there is a long 
lineup of dances to entertain the 
audience. 

From Bollywood to an all-
girls’ dance, the sophomores 
plan to display plenty of variety 
in their dances. 

“Homecoming is a great op-
portunity to blend all of our cul-
tures,” Han said.

In addition, the decoration 
committee had over 60 volun-
teers. Because of the enormous 

class participation and the fact that the 
committee was able to find materials at 
low prices, sophomore head decorator 
Ellicia Chiu feels that the sophomores 
are prepared for their day.

According to sophomore class presi-
dent Spring Ma, Quad Day will be a co-
hesive, enjoyable experience for the en-
tire student body. 

“We could be better prepared,” Ma 
said. “Still, we’ll definitely be putting an 
impressive and cohesive Quad Day.” u

After a successful sophomore 
Quad Day last fall, the class of 
2016 plans to repeat the feat 
in this year’s performance on 
Oct. 23. Their skits and dances 
will all be centered around the 
theme of Nickelodeon shows 
and movies.

The juniors are planning 
six dances: two girls’ dances, a 
boys’ dance, a partner dance, an 
all-boys Bollywood dance and 
the finale, all woven into the 
skit based on the theme given 
to the grade. Junior class presi-
dent Darby Williams is  most 
excited about the positive col-
laboration.

“The whole point is to just 
come together as one class to 

produce a Quad Day that we 
can feel very proud of,” Wil-
liams said. “We have to focus 
on our task at hand rather than 
compare with other classes if 
we want to be success-
ful this year.”

C h o re o g r a p h e r s 
such as  Sonia Har-
ris are also excited to 
showcase their own 
productions.

“I love choreograph-
ing dances because it 
gives me an opportu-
nity to get to know the 
rest of my classmates,” 
Harris said. “Our dances are 
smaller but more fun and our 
choreography is harder but 
more interesting. However, our 
main goal is still to get as much 
people as we can involved.”

 Among other dances, the ju-
nior Quad Day will include the 
third class performance of an 
all-guys Bollywood dance. 

Besides the dances, skits pro-
vide an avenue for par-
ticipation because there 
are several more parts 
available than previous 
years. Junior Savannah 
Green, who will be play-
ing Sam Puckett from 
the Nickelodeon TV se-
ries “iCarly,” is partici-
pating in a Homecom-
ing skit for the first time.

“Working with such 
a big cast seems hard, but is 
something that I’m extremely 
pumped for,” Green said. “Skit-
wise I think we can improve 
this year by memorizing lines 
and having more practices be-

fore the show.” 
Junior Meghan Shah will 

play the role of Dora from the 
popular kids show “Dora the 
Explorer.” She feels lucky that 
her class got this theme.

“The theme of Nickelodeon 
has set us up so well because it’s 
such a broad scope and gives us 
an opportunity to dig deep and 
find students of such different 
personalities to play these char-
acters,” Shah said. “It’s going to 
be such a pleasure to work with 
everyone and will be a ton of 
fun to be in and watch.” 

The junior class officers and 
participants have been hard at 
work for roughly 16 hours a 
week recently.

“Under promise, over per-
form,” junior class vice presi-
dent Spencer Yen said.  u

Freshmen try to overcome 
obstacles, difficult theme

Sophomores present 
organized, united front

Juniors prepare for Nickelodeon performance
BY AnantRajeev
& ArjunRamanathan

BY ApoorvKwatra
& SayaSivaram

Seniors Puck de Roos and Samir Ramakrishnan paint cardboard decorations on Oct. 11.
FALCON // RACHEL HULL

Given the Homecoming theme of 
“Channel 4 News,” the freshmen are 
determined to break the tradition of 
being the laughingstock of the school 
and put on a good show.

With their Homecoming Quad Day 
on Oct. 21, the freshmen are working 
to put everything together. Dances, 
scripts, decorations and keeping class 
spirit high are 
just a few of their 
tasks.

“Our decora-
tions are coming 
along nicely, as 
are our dances,” 
freshman class 
president Kyle Wang said. “Some areas 
need more work, but overall, every-
thing is going as planned.”

Attempting to stay on top of the 
workload, class leaders have avoided 
procrastination and are even further 
in their preparations than some other 
classes.

“Our planning is going pretty well,” 
freshman class vice president Roland 
Shen said. “Funding is at a nice amount 
right now, and the skit and dances are 
all coming along smoothly.”

Even so, Homecoming is tough for 

newcomers since it forces the class to 
come up with three dances, decora-
tions and a script for their Quad Day. 

They know they are working hard 
for a reason: to organize a Homecom-
ing like no other freshman class ever 
has.

The freshmen are making the best 
of a universally acknowledged tough 
theme, said Shen. Rather than com-
plaining about it, they have simply 
tried to outwork the other classes.

“We’ll be paro-
dying and mak-
ing fun of a lot of 
things, including 
our own freshman 
class,” Wang said. 
“I actually think 
we have a lot of 

freedom with our theme of ‘Channel 4 
News.’”

Not only are the freshmen excited 
for their part in Homecoming, but they 
are also interested in what the rest of 
the school has to show.

According to Wang, the freshman 
class plans to prove that freshmen de-
serve respect. 

“We’ve been working really hard 
at this point, putting together dances, 
getting funds and working with the 
skit people, [but it will] pay off in the 
end,” Shen said. u

BY ApoorvKwatra
& SayaSivaram

Class leaders are trying 
to stay organized and 
are ahead of schedule.

McCarthy

bigideaTH
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Monday 10/20
Teacher dance @ Lunch in the 
Quad

Tuesday 10/21
Freshman Quad Day @ Lunch

Wednesday 10/22
Sophomore Quad Day @ Lunch

Thursday 10/23
Junior Quad Day @ Lunch

Friday 10/24
Senior Quad Day @ Lunch

Saturday 10/25
Homecoming dance @ 8 p.m. 
in Large Gym

Homecoming Week 2014

Williams
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The City of Saratoga will be holding 
elections for three four-year term posi-
tions on the Saratoga City Council this 
November.

The five candidates include  former 
mayor Emily Lo, Saratoga resident John 
Chen, Saratoga Planning Commission 
member Mary-Lynne Bernald, commu-
nity volunteer Rishi Kumar and Sara-
toga parent Yan Zhao. 

These positions entail serving on and 
reviewing  committees and agencies and 
representing the city, among other re-
sponsibilities.

Voting takes place on Nov. 4, and 
vote-by-mail applications have already 
been sent out.

Each candidate is running for vary-
ing reasons and hopes to implement his 
or her unique views into the Saratogan 
way of life. 

“There are five of us running in this 
race, and each of us bring our own merit 
and the best of intentions to the table,” 
said Kumar. 

According to Kumar, his previous 
involvement volunteering in the com-
munity prompted his venture into local 
politics.

“I had caught the volunteering bug,” 
Kumar joked. “Working with our com-

munity [and] solving its challenges and 
issues truly energizes me, and I hope to 
continue doing that as Saratoga’s work-
er bee on the city council.”

Kumar said that he wants to use his 
vision, energy and leadership to benefit 
the community, but also plans to listen 
to the ideas of citizens.

“[I hope I] continue making the right 
choices, and teaming with our citizens, 
listening to them, bringing our energy, 
dedication and volunteering passion,” 
Kumar said.

Bernald said that if elected, her “main 
goal is not to disappoint any of [my 
sponsors] or the voters of Saratoga.”

Bernald said that it is important City 
Council members have prior experience 
or involvement in the city.

“City Council works most smoothly 
when the elected officials are knowl-
edgeable about the City, its past and its 
potential for the future,” Bernald said.

Chen, who has not had previous elec-
tion experience, is hoping to be elected 
because as an ordinary citizen, his voice 
was not heard. 

“I found that in order to gain more 
attention for Saratoga from the Board of 
Directors of the VTA (Valley Transporta-
tion Authority), it is easier to have a City 
Council member contact the board,” 
Chen said.

Lo, the only incumbent seeking  re-

election, is the current mayor of Sarato-
ga. Lo said that her experience in leader-
ship would be invaluable in mentoring 
new leaders in the city government.

“If re-elected, I will continue to serve 
with common sense, respect and integ-
rity,” said Lo. “I will ensure that the city 
is fiscally strong and answers to its resi-
dents.”

Zhao, a volunteer on the Saratoga 

Planning Commission and resident for 
16 years, said she is running to give back 
to the community.

“[My family and I] have enjoyed so 
much of what Saratoga offers, and as a 
good citizen of the great community, I 
want to contribute and help make Sara-
toga the best place to live not only for 
my children, but also for generations to 
come,” said Zhao. u

Saratoga candidates prepare for council elections

Residents campaign for elementary school board positions

The City of Saratoga Youth Com-
mission and the City of Cupertino Teen 
Commission will host its second “Pizza 
and Politics,” a political forum for teens, 
on Oct. 22. 

The event, which was started two 
years ago as a collaborative project be-
tween the two groups, will be held at the 
Cupertino Community Hall at 7 p.m. 

“The two commissions are excited to 
put on another political forum for the 
youth in the community,” said Monta 
Vista senior Jeremy Wang, the chair of 
the Saratoga Youth Commission. “Since 
our goal as a commission is to serve as a 
liaison between the youth and city coun-
cil, a political forum for students to di-
rectly communicate and hear from can-

didates for local and statewide elections 
will be very enriching.”

The event is sponsored by the Sara-
toga City Council and Mayor Emily Lo, 
and will be 
shown live on 
KSAR. 

Unlike the 
last event, 
which fo-
cused on the 
2012 presi-
dential elec-
tion, this 
year’s forum 
will focus on 
local elec-
tions. 

The political forum will feature state 
assembly candidates Republican Chuck 
Page  and Democrat Evan Low,  as well 

as the candidates for the school board of 
Saratoga Union School District and the 
Cupertino School District. 

Saratoga City Clerk Crystal Bothelio 
will mediate 
the discussion 
while candi-
dates debate 
and answer 
q u e s t i o n s 
from the au-
dience. 

In a format 
that is similar 
to the presi-
dential de-
bate, Bothelio 

will have a pre-made document of ques-
tions to raise during the debate. 

Questions will concern mainly top-
ics that students have heard of, such as 

recent propositions and bills concerning 
teens or public schools. 

After a set of questions have been de-
bated, Bothelio will then open the floor 
for any questions from the audience. 

Because of large audience participa-
tion last time, the coordinators have in-
creased the amount of time for this.

Attendees will be served compli-
mentary pizza and other refreshments 
throughout the night.

Many history and government teach-
ers at Saratoga High School and other 
local high schools will be offering extra 
credit to students attending the event. 

Wang believes this year’s “Pizza and 
Politics” will be an excellent event.

“If you aren’t attending because 
you’re interested in politics, and not 
coming for extra credit, then at least en-
joy some pizza!” Wang said. u
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Youth Commision to host ‘Pizza and Politics’ forum

The Los Gatos Saratoga Union High 
School District did not have a cam-
paign this year. Three spots on the 
board opened up, and three candidates 
stepped forward: incumbent Doug Ra-
mezane, newcomer Robin Mano and in-
cumbent Cynthia Chang. 

The elementary school district is a 
different case. Five candidates are run-
ning for three positions on the Saratoga 
Union School District (SUSD) school 
board. The positions have four-year 
terms, and the last election race for the 
SUSD school board was in 2010. 

The candidates are current board 
member Patty Buchanan; retired Red-
wood Middle School teacher Susan 
Germeraad; parent and consultant Cyn-
thia Miller; community volunteer Laura 
Tillett; and software engineer Yongjian 
Wu. The school district includes Argo-
naut, Foothill and Saratoga Elementary 
Schools as well as Redwood Middle 
School. Germeraad hopes to impact the 
community and improve education if 
elected. She said that her motivation to 
run for the SUSD School Board comes 
from an interest in keeping public edu-
cation as strong as possible.

“I benefited greatly from the wonder-

ful schools in Saratoga and first-class 
public universities in the state,” said 
Germeraad. “Our schools require con-
stant attention from the community. I 
feel that each of us who commits to this 
election process, underscores the mes-
sage of how valuable our schools are.”

Buchanan also believes that her abili-
ties can help provide Saratoga students 
with an excellent 
education.  

“I decided to 
run because I bring 
experience and a 
broad perspective 
to the board and 
believe I can make 
a positive differ-
ence,” said Bu-
chanan. 

In addition to 
improving educa-
tion, Wu plans to 
increase open dis-
cussion among schools and parents on 
how to achieve the best results for stu-
dents. 

Some topics that Wu believes are 
important to students and families are 
maintaining classroom hours, ensuring 
that all students’ academic objectives are 
met while implementing Common Core, 

connecting foreign language depart-
ments better between Redwood Middle 
School and Saratoga High School and 
improving  communication between the 
board and the teachers. Tillett and Miller 
plan to focus on improving communi-
cation in the district and improving the 
curriculum in the schools.

“For example, parents have been ask-
ing for a K-12 math 
road map under the 
new Common Core 
standards that is 
agreed to by both 
SUSD and our high 
school district — I 
will see that they 
get it,” said Miller. 

The end goal for 
the candidates is to 
get elected to the 
board and be in a 
position to make 
positive changes, 

but they also enjoy the campaigning 
process. 

“My favorite part of campaigning 
is having substantive discussions with 
people. Instead of ‘Hi, how are you?’ 
people want to talk about the future di-
rection of the schools,” said Germeraad. 
“It’s great to connect with people on an 

entirely different level than usual.” 
Campaigning requires valuable time 

and dedication, however. Candidates 
have to take time away from their daily 
lives.

“The hardest part of campaigning is 
the time it takes away from my family,” 
said Tillett. 

The candidates have also run into 
some unexpected challenges.

“Physically, the hardest part of cam-
paigning is trying to get those lawn signs 
planted in the rock-solid ground that we 
have here in Saratoga,” said Miller. 

On voting day, Nov. 4, three of these 
candidates will be elected to the school 
board and have the opportunity to con-
tribute their ideas to the community.

However, over half of the community 
votes by absentee ballot, a ballot which 
voters fill in at home and mail in, so the 
race is expected to be decided in mid-
October when ballots are returned. Tillet 
hopes to take her experience to improve 
the transparency of district operations 
and timely communication to the high 
school and community.

“I want to ensure the curriculum 
meets the needs of our students.” Tillett 
said. “It’s about ensuring our students 
have the opportunity to excel and get a 
great education.” u

BY SummerSmith

On voting day, Nov. 4, 
three of these candidates 

will be elected to the 
school board and have 

the oppurtunity to 
contribute their ideas to 

the community.

“The two commissions are 
excited to put on another political 
forum for the youth.” 

Monta Vista senior Jeremy Wang

The city council meets at the City Civic Theater monthly to discuss events and projects.
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students an image to think 
about.

The idea of a Math Quad 
mural is one Yim has brought 
up multiple times. 

For the past three years, he 
has asked 
m u l t i p l e 
s t u d e n t s 
to help 
o r g a n i z e 
and design 
a mural, 
but while 
m a n y 
agreed that 
it was an interesting idea, no 
one was willing to take on the 
project.

Zeng, however, received 
enough encouragement from 
Yim to spend a weekend or two 

drafting her vision of the mural. 
Because she thought it would be 
fun to convey a message about 
mathematics using her artistic 
talent, Zeng ultimately decided 
to take charge of the project. 

“We want to make [students] 
think about what the mural 
means,” Zeng said. “Thinking 
is always good, right? We also 
want to show that Math Club 

people do 
more than 
[ s o l v e 
m a t h 
problems] 
all day 
long.”

Y i m 
was im-
p r e s s e d 

by Zeng’s drawing and desire 
to take on the project. He be-
lieves that by leading the proj-
ect, Zeng will learn a valuable 
lesson and serve as an example 
to future students.

“[The math mural] gives 
students the opportunity to or-
ganize and to lead,” Yim said. 
“[Zeng] was interested in [be-
ing in charge of] it, but I don’t 
think that she realized how 
much work was involved with 
it. I don’t think that I would 
ever do that as a freshman, so 
I’m really impressed with her 
so far.”

Yim noticed, however, that 
Zeng was doing too much of 
the work by herself. Since he 
wanted the mural process to 
be more of a collective effort, 
he suggested to Zeng that she 
should recruit a group of will-
ing student volunteers. 

She then created the “Toga 
Math Mural” group on Face-
book, whose group description 
welcomes anyone who wants 
to “keep up with the progress 
[of the mural], provide general 
feedback, view the timeline of 
the project, sign up for days  to 

help out or just look at the math 
mural.”

The Facebook group has 
hosted a number of discus-
sions and updates concerning 
the progress of the mural. Zeng 
also recently posted a link to the 
proposal that the students will 
give to principal Paul Robinson 
for full approval. 

Once the proposal is ap-
proved, volunteers will start 
working on the project. Yim 
hopes the cost of the paints will 
be around $500-600, but the real 
cost will be in labor. 

He expects student and par-
ent volunteers will try to finish 
the mural before the start of 
winter break in December.  u

windows would fly in from the rafters 
above the stage.

“It was a really smart and creative 
idea to make the set movable, and it 
creates a really cool effect during the 
show,” said senior Nastasya Kutuyev, 
who plays Dolly Levi.

The costumes are just as complex, as 
each actor has to have his or her own 
unique hat and period appropriate out-
fit. 

In the weeks leading up to the 
shows, actors often spent up to seven 
hours in the McAfee Center during 
their dress rehearsals. 

“It’s been really stressful,” Kutuyev 
said. “You can tell that we’ve had less 
time to rehearse, but I don’t think that 
we’re any less prepared.”

With new aspects of the play and 
less time, having dedicated and tal-

ented actors and actresses pays off, said 
senior Dan Kawadri, the stage manager 
for the show.

“The cast takes their job very seri-
ously, and this amazing lineup of peo-
ple have made the show the success 
that it is,” Kawadri said. 

After the first shows on Oct. 10, 11 
and 12, the cast  was pleased with their 
results.

“The first couple of shows were 
great,” Kutuyev said. “We had some 
amazing audiences and we really think 
that they enjoyed the performances.”

The cast had two evening shows and 
one matinee. Each performance had an 
excellent audience turnout of students 
and community members. 

“Even though it was a rush to put 
this production on, the first weekend 
of shows has really reflected how pre-
pared we are and I’m really proud of 
how it’s been going,” Nelson said. 

The show will also perform today 
and Oct. 18 at 7:30 p.m. in the McAfee 
Center. u

filmmaking class was cancelled, 
while advanced animation has 
been adapted to allow non-
MAP students to enroll. This 
allowed the department to keep 
class enrollment high enough 
to justify the class. Multi-media 
journalism (SHS TV) is now 
held seventh period instead of 
third period. 

Although the combination of 
all three electives into one class 
allows students to learn a larger 
scope of material, the change 
has decimated the class sizes 
of the advanced electives. Ac-
cording to SHSTV adviser Tony 

Palma, the seventh-period slot 
that multi-media journalism 
has been relegated to makes it 
difficult for MAP juniors who 
do not want seven pe-
riods to take the class. 
He said the remain-
ing students are highly 
dedicated, and the qual-
ity of the broadcasts has 
remained steady.

Eleven of the 14 re-
maining students in 
SHSTV are seniors, with 
only three possible re-
turning students for 
the 2015-16 school year, fur-
ther clouding the future of the 
broadcast program. 

“I don’t really like [the 
change] because I really wanted 
to do SHS TV and now I have 

to take Media Arts 2,” junior 
Jennifer Chen said. “I [would] 
have to take another [class pe-
riod] to take SHS TV.”

But for other stu-
dents like junior Alex 
Guo, who would have 
taken filmmaking if 
Media Arts 2 had not 
been offered, the ad-
dition of the class was 
beneficial. 

“[The Media Arts 
2 class] is very effec-
tive and it combines all 
these different classes 

into one curriculum,” Guo said. 
“Before, there [were electives] 
like photography [and] anima-
tion and now they combined it 
into one, so we just spent sever-
al weeks on one particular con-

cept and that’s all in one class. 
It’s more efficient.”

Senior Aditya Aggarwal, 
who took Media Arts 1 sopho-
more year and animation junior 
year thinks that the addition of 
Media Arts 2, will not benefit 
students who know what they 
want to do.

“I don’t think [adding Media 
Arts 2] was better,” said Aggar-
wal. “[Electives] allows more 
specialization so you can do ex-
actly what you want.”

Current senior Lukas Pet-
tersson sees the addition as a 
good development, although 
he had expected the sophomore 
level and senior level elective 
classes to be added earlier, in 
time for the class of 2015.

“A large number of us joined 

the program at the promise of 
its completion by our senior 
year,” Petterson said. “It would 
have been a nice addition since 
I enjoyed Media Arts 1 sopho-
more year more than I did film-
making junior year.”

In the future, MAP will 
eventually add an elective class 
at the senior level, Palma said. 
The department is surveying 
students to determine what the 
elective will look like. 

“Students have been inter-
ested in a media component at 
the senior level for a few years,” 
Palma said. “We’re exploring 
options to create a linked elec-
tive at the senior level, but no 
decision have been made, and 
what it will look like is up in 
the air.” u
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To further the effort to promote wom-
en’s involvement in science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics (STEM) 
Los Gatos High School held an hour 
long presentation called “Empowering 
Women and Girls in Technology” on 
Oct. 7. The audience consisted of middle 
school and high school girls and parents.

A panel of high school students, col-
lege students and Los Gatos computer 
science teacher Cathy Messenger pre-
sented their experiences in the STEM 
fields. One of the high schoolers on the 

panel, junior Anne Zepecki said STEM is 
an important field for women.

“I know from personal experience 
that women are underrepresented in 
technology and science, especially in 
computer science and I believe that 
is definitely something that should 
change,” Zepecki said.

Zepecki was one of the five students 
who presented on behalf of Los Gatos 
High School’s advanced computer sci-
ence program, Advanced Science Re-
search (ASR), which allows students 
to have an individualized approach to 
learning the subject.

Four college students also spoke 
about their experiences and careers in 
computer science. April Grow, currently 
working on earn-
ing her PhD at 
U.C. Santa Cruz 
in video game 
design, has spo-
ken in many talks 
about video game 
designing and 
women’s rights, 
and has found her niche in STEM.

“I found a home with equally weird 
people who love games and had pas-

sions for programming and making their 
own visions come true,” Grow said.

The presentation encouraged girls to 
pursue math and sci-
ence, while staying 
well-rounded.

Saratoga fresh-
man Jocelyn Chen 
said the presentation 
encouraged her to 
continue in STEM.

“I think it was 
pretty interesting to hear the stories that 
[the panelists] shared and I learned a lot 
about their experiences,” Chen said. u

“I definitely think we deserved to 
win more than we did,” senior trom-
bonist Sameer Iyengar said. “But no 
matter the turn out, I’m happy with 
what we got because I know that we 
performed well and made an impact.”

Drum major Eddie Chen said that 
despite small errors, the performance 
was a great start to the season.

“We had a mishap at the beginning 
of our show, but everyone recovered 
from it extremely well and we per-
formed the rest of it without any major 
breaks in our rhythm,” Chen said. 

Written by composers and Saratoga 
staff members Vince Oliver and Kohei 
Mizushima, “Sacred Geometry” is an 
8-minute show that aims to capture the 
essence of Bach’s style.

“We’re using this style called ‘con-
certo grosso,’ which basically means 

the music is passed back and forth 
between the soloists and the full en-
semble,” Moon said. “It’s just one of so 
many new and incredible things being 
incorporated into this show.”

The band will attend the Western 
Band Association (WBA) Dublin Com-
petition on Nov. 1, Bands of America 
(BOA) competition in Los Angeles from 
Nov. 7-9 and the WBA James Logan 
competition on Nov. 15. Their senior 
night will be on Oct. 18, where they 
will do a complete run-through of the 
performance, and play at all remaining 
home football games.

With three competitions left, the 
drum majors expect only to improve. 
The band is gearing up to finish the 
show and wow audiences at football 
games and competitions alike.

“This is a show with the potential 
to really deliver something unlike any-
thing we’ve ever performed before,” 
said Iyengar. “If [we] step up to the 
plate, this year will have a lasting leg-
acy.” u
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He believes that by leading 
the project, Zeng will learn 

a valuable lesson and 
serve as an example to 

future students.

Guo

Courtesy of LILLIAN ZENG
Freshman Lillian Zeng spent a weekend or two sketching her vision of 
the Math Quad mural, which will be painted by students this year.

Speakers encourage girls to pursue sciences
STEM

BY BeckyHoag

The presentation 
encouraged girls to pursue 

math and science while 
staying well-rounded.
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Community college offers viable options
   
 When alumnus Ethan Gelfand grad-

uated last spring, he could have taken 
the route of most of his classmates by at-
tending a four-year college with a huge 
price tag. 

Rather than spending $50,000 a year 
to attend a private school on the East 
Coast or even $30,000 to attend a UC, 
he chose to go to West Valley College, 
where his first two years of college will 
cost under $5,000. Despite a lack of dorm 
and campus life at West Valley, Gelfand 
said that the benefits of community col-
leges outweigh any drawbacks because 
of affordability and flexible scheduling.

 “There’s lots of classes [at West Val-
ley] with only about 8,000 students and 
I paid $1,000 and I’m doing 18 units this 
semester,” Gelfand said. “There is also 
the ability to maintain a part-time job; 
I could get one since I still have my car 
while everyone who left doesn’t.”

Gelfand plans to transfer later to ma-
jor in business. He recommends com-
munity colleges to those who want to 
have more leisure time while focusing 
on higher education.

For alumna Daniella Henao, class of 
2014, who currently attends Santa Bar-
bara City College, language barriers 
were the main incentive for her to attend 
community college.

“When I moved 
to the United 
States [from Co-
lombia] my sopho-
more year, I didn’t 
speak English, 
so my grades in 
high school were 
not good enough 
for me to get into 
my dream univer-
sity,” Henao said. 
“I saw community 
college as an op-
portunity to show 
universities what I am capable of now I 
am fluent in English.”

Although Santa Barbara City College 
wasn’t her first choice, Henao believes 
she still made the right decision.

“My campus is beautiful [and is] right 
in front of the beach, and all my teach-
ers have Ph.D’s so I don’t feel like I am 
learning less than a person that goes to 

a four-year school,” Henao said. “Also, 
community colleges give you a lot of op-
tions and help you get good grades and 
succeed in whatever you want to do.”

Henao is following programs to trans-
fer into University of 
Southern California 
or UC San Diego. 
She recommends 
anyone potentially 
taking the commu-
nity college transfer 
option to first check 
transfer agreements, 
as every community 
college has different 
requirements.

“For example, 
[at the Santa Bar-
bara City College], if 

you have more than a 3.4 GPA you have 
guaranteed admission in almost every 
UC and four excellent private schools,” 
Henao said. 

Henao also recommends checking the 
transfer rate, reading about the teachers 
and studying a lot for the placement test. 

Not all community college classes 
are transferable, so transfer applicants 

should make sure that they place in 
classes that are good enough for them to 
be able to transfer in two years.

Alumnus Pav Dhanota, class of 2011, 
who currently attends West Valley, took 
the transfer option to get a better chance 
of entering better schools.

“After researching admissions be-
tween high school and transfer students, 
I saw transfer students had priority over 
high school students,” Dhanota said. 

Dhanota said among other advan-
tages, community college has prepared 
him well for when he transfers, as it 
gave him a better impression of a college 
workload.

Dhanota was recently admitted into 
UC Davis and plans to study economics 
and work in the field before attending 
graduate school. 

He advises those considering com-
munity college not to be scared of what 
others will think.

“The truth is, community college is 
the better decision for most,” Dhanota 
said. “The opportunity to get into a bet-
ter school, develop better study habits, 
and mature more mentally and physical-
ly is a good recipe for future success.” u

BY DevinZhao

Editor’s note: Bob is a pseudonym to pro-
tect the subject’s privacy.  

English teacher Cathy Head has been 
helping students with college essays for 
decades. She now has her fair share of 
anecdotes: students who apply to a ri-
diculously high number of colleges, 
others who rush frantically to finish es-
says at the last minute. But she 
remembers one senior’s fateful 
essay in particular.

She shared his story this year 
with the seniors in her AP Lit-
erature classes, with a nostalgic 
introduction to set the mood: 
“Long, long ago, before students 
had PCs and laptops for writing 
their college essays, in a king-
dom right about the same place 
we are today, a student named 
Bob faced an ethical conundrum.”

Fifteen or 20 years ago — Head can 
no longer quite remember — Bob had 
just finished writing his college essay 
for a prestigious East Coast university. 
It was handwritten, and Bob gave it 
to his father’s secretary to type before 
sending it on its way.

Bob did not check the typed version 
once it was completed, but some time 
later, he found his handwritten essay 
among his father’s other papers.

“[It had] editing all over it in his 
dad’s penmanship — his father had re-
vised the essay before turning it over to 
his secretary,” Head said.

This discovery left Bob with two 
choices: He could do nothing, even 
knowing that the essay was not his own, 
or he could admit what had happened 
to the university and risk his chances.

The crux of the matter was that Bob’s 
original essay was by no means perfect. 

His father’s version was far superior. 
Ultimately, Bob’s conscience won out, 
and he sent the original, handwritten 
version of the essay to the university 
with a letter explaining what had hap-
pened. 

“Integrity was important to him — 
important enough to ask them to re-
place the polished essay with the hand-
written draft,” Head said. 

In the end, the university rewarded 
him with a slot in its freshman 
class. 

Head said that Bob’s story 
demonstrates how highly col-
leges value honesty.

“It can make or break a 
recommendation,” she said. 
“[Colleges] want students who 
do their own work and repre-
sent the school well.”

In addition, based on Bob’s 
experience, there is something 

to be said about parents’ involvement 
in their children’s college applications.

“Being a parent of a senior is so 
hard!” Head said. “But if parents real-
ize that their kids will have to succeed 
in college by themselves, they might let 
them complete the admissions process 
independently.”

Head added that parents have the 
ability to play a positive role as students 
apply to colleges: They can provide 
emotional support to their children.

Reflecting on Bob’s story, Head 
thinks the biggest lesson is that students 
must break away from the mindset of 
“everybody does it” or “it only matters 
if you get caught.” 

“Who you are matters,” Head said. 
“Being a person of character matters. 
Respect yourself, and care about wheth-
er others respect you. And if someone 
else [tries] to push you into gray ethics, 
fight for your integrity.” u

College rewards honesty
BY RachelHull

Rejected by top choice, Li 
embraces alternative path

“I don’t feel like 
I’m learning less than 
a person that goes to a 
four-year school.”

alumna Daniella Henao

In the fall of 2013, then-senior Jason 
Li knew where he wanted to go to col-
lege, the University of Pennsylvania. 

In particular, the Wharton School of 
Business had been his holy grail, and he 
was so convinced that he would get in 
that he didn’t plan to apply anywhere 
else since he hoped the school would 
admit him Early Decision. 

Why was he so confident? He had 
gone  to Wharton’s summer business 
camp. He owned his own business, 
iReTron, which was even featured on 
“Shark Tank.” And even with a busy 
schedule that included being editor of 
the yearbook, he did well academically. 
To Li, UPenn had the right campus and 
program where he felt he would thrive.

Last December, he learned UPenn 
had rejected him.

“It was difficult to see something 
I’ve worked so hard for go to waste,” Li 
said. “[Other schools] didn’t even come 
close to my coveted spot at Penn.”

The most popular schools are also 
usually the most selective, so many do 
not get into their dream colleges. 

In recent years, students across the 
country are not only being rejected from  
Ivy League schools, but also from their 
target schools such as UCLA.

Having been rejected from his first 
choice, Li had to scramble. He wrote 13 
applications in only two weeks in order 
to beat the early January deadlines.  

“For the whole first week [of winter 
break], I wrote essay upon essay,” Li 
said. 

Despite his efforts, Li was still feeling 
the sting of UPenn’s rejection. 

“In the following months, I was quite 
apathetic towards every rejection or ac-
ceptance,” said Li. 

It wasn’t until one day, that Li got his 
lucky break. Li hadn’t bothered to check 
acceptance results until a friend asked 
about his luck with the University of 
Chicago, a college on par with UPenn’s. 

After checking the Common Appli-
cation website, Li “yelled in happiness” 
and jumped off the couch to hug his 
friends. Later that night Li’s episode on 
”Shark Tank” aired adding to his cele-
bration. Li recalls that it was then when 
he “truly thought that maybe Chicago 
wasn’t that bad of an idea.”

Now a freshman at UChicago, Li 
realizes that the rejection from UPenn 
helped him find a place that better 
matches his personality and interests. 
Not only does Chicago appreciate the 
hard work he put in, it aligns with his 
academic pursuits.

Li finds that the school challenges 
him, while retaining support through 
administrators, professors and friends.  
He is studying economics and public 
policy, and although unsure of the fu-
ture, Li plans on, “[having] fun, and 
[making] a positive impact.”

Now beyond the crazy college appli-
cation process,  Li has some advice for 
any student in the midst of it. 

“Upperclassmen and college stu-
dents will always tell you that ‘ev-
erything works out in the end,’ and 
it sounds like a load of bull poop, but 
it really is true,” Li said. “Don’t try to 
form yourself to be ‘ideal’ for a specific 
school. If you love what you do, colleg-
es will see. Those who appreciate what 
you do will accept you. And those are 
the institutions you should attend.” u
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President Obama scanned the gather-
ing of students from all over the country 
at the first annual White House Maker 
Faire. Seated in the crowd was sopho-
more Matthew Tung, who listened 
raptly as the president emphasized the 
importance of “making” for young kids 
and how it is a key quality in the ad-
vancement of the nation. 

Tung and his team, including sopho-
more David Dunaway from Harker, 
freshman Sami McGinnis from Valley 
Christian and freshman Andrew Ke 
from Cupertino High, were at the White 
House Maker Faire on June 17 as hon-
ored guests to present their project, “The 
Grid.” The Faire’s purpose was to cel-
ebrate exciting developments in the arts, 
crafts, engineering, and science as well 
as the “do-it-yourself” mindset. 

The Grid is a giant interactive plat-
form that is mainly used to run interac-
tive game modes or to power the mobile 
game Flow. 

The game, rated an average of 4.6 out 
of 5 by 208,000 people on the Android 
Market, is a highly addictive Flash game 
where players draw “pipelines” con-
necting dots of different colors together. 
The pipelines cannot touch the pipelines 
of other colors, and all of the spaces on 
the grid must be used. 

Flow has always 
been restricted 
to the screen of 
a smartphone or 
iPad, but Tung and 
his team made an 
interactive, life-
size version possi-
ble with The Grid. 

According to 
Tung, the team 
owed its success 
in being invited to 
the White House 
purely to its willingness to try. 

“When my team first heard about the 
Faire, we decided we may as well apply, 
not thinking that we would even have a 
shot,” Tung said. “We applied and con-
tinued to work on it until we finally got 
the acceptance letter as honorary mak-
ers. It probably didn’t hurt that we had 
attended a couple of Maker Faires in the 
past and received awards. [But] I believe 
the important part is that we tried.” 

Tung and his team flew out the Tues-
day before the White House Makers 
Faire. That night, they prepared for their 
presentation, scheduled the following 
morning. 

On the day of the Faire, they arrived 

at the White House at dawn and suffered 
through a long line to clear security. 

“The checkpoint was quite impres-
sive, complete with badges for everyone 
as well as intimidating detection dogs,” 
Tung said. 

After passing security, they were led 
to a room in the White House where they 
attended a conference with other mak-
ers and government officials, including 
representatives from the Department of 
Defense and Department of Education. 

“This little gathering was great in that 
it showed just how 
much people cared 
about the Maker 
movement,” Tung 
said. 

Next came the 
part that everyone 
was eagerly antici-
pating: President 
Obama’s address. 
Obama told them 
that he fully sup-
ports the Maker 
movement and 

wants to encourage the next generation 
in its building pursuits.

Following the address, Tung and his 
team were given an exclusive tour of the 
White House Maker Faire. 

“Being at the White House was awe-
some,” Tung said. “The place is im-
maculate. It was also fun to see so many 
maker projects inside the White House. 
All of them were ingenious and very in-
spiring.”

Unfortunately, Tung did not have the 
chance to meet President Obama person-
ally, even though he was in the adjacent 
room. However, he did meet Bill Nye. 

“We saw him and awkwardly walked 
up, introduced ourselves and asked for 

a picture,” Tung said. “It doesn’t sound 
like much, but it was pretty cool to meet 
such a central figure in education and 
the science community.”

Near the Faire’s end, Tung and his 
team received a ribbon for being “White 
House Makers.” Combined with ribbons 
received at other Maker Faires, Tung 
and his team have been awarded a total 
of 17 ribbons. In 2013, The Grid won six 
Editor’s Choice Awards and four Educa-
tor’s Choice Awards at the Maker Faire: 
Bay Area in May and the World Maker 
Faire in New York in September.

Tung first thought of the idea for The 
Grid when he and a teammate wanted to 
bring a project to a Maker Faire. 

“At the time, the game Flow was 
pretty popular at school, so we decided 
to make a life-size version of it,” said 
sophomore David Dunaway, Tung’s 
teammate from Harker. 

The first step in Tung’s two-year long 
project was to model the idea on a com-
puter software program called Sketch-
Up. Tung and Dunaway decided it 
would be best if it had a grid-like struc-
ture that consisted of tiles that were in-
terchangeable. Next, they started cutting 
out pieces of the tiles on the Computer 
Numerical Control (CNC) machine. 

At the culmination of the White 
House Makers Faire, Tung reflected on 
one of the main lessons that developing 
The Grid has imparted, the importance 
of simply trying. 

“Even if you think you won’t suc-
ceed, the chance that you might is still 
worth the risk and effort,” he said. “I’ve 
learned that you can make anything you 
dream of and more. I’m pretty sure that 
none of us thought that The Grid would 
be what it is today, but anything is pos-
sible as long as you work at it.” u

Team gears 
up for first 
competition
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Class of ‘84 high school reunion rekindles relationships
BY GitikaNalwa
& KellyXiao

Despite difficulties finding a coach 
both this season and last season, the 
cheer team has continued to prepare 
for competitions and successfully 
organized the annual Peewee cheer 
camp.

The cheerleaders started getting 
ready for the competition season on 
Sunday, Sept. 28, by spending eight 
hours learning their competition 
routine, which was choreographed 
and taught by the UC Berkeley cheer 
coach. 

“The choreography was really 
good and different than what we are 
[used] to,” said senior Jessica Uong. 
“The best part of the day was the feel-
ing at the end when I realized that we 
have our routine completed and that 
all we have to do now is continue to 
practice it.”

After not having a competition 
team last year, the girls cannot wait to 
get back into in the rhythm of com-
petition. 

The team consists of 20 girls who 
are looking forward to focusing on 
competitions. 

“I love being on stage and work-
ing with my team to throw girls in the 
air,” said freshman Camilla Taysi. “I 
love seeing the final product. Being 
able to go on stage and perform to-
gether is going to be amazing.”

In addition to preparing for their 
competition season, the cheer team 
also held a successful Peewee cheer 
camp. 

The Peewee cheer camp is a yearly 
event that the team puts on for chil-
dren in the community ages 3-11 
who are interested in learning how to 
cheer. 

This year, the peewee camp had 20 
participants. 

The cheer team practiced with the 
participants three times during the 
week of Oct. 13 to prepare a perfor-
mance and cheers for the football 
game tonight, Oct. 17. 

“The kids benefit a lot from Pee-
wee because it introduces them to 
cheerleading early on so [that] they 
don’t get a stereotypical view about 
it, and they might even want to do 
it in high school,” said senior Megan 
Marshall. u

BY SummerSmith

Student attends White House Faire
BY FionaSequeira

FALCON FOCUS: MATTHEW TUNG

  
Adults in their late 40s mill about, 

chatting and dancing at the Hotel Valen-
cia, an upscale venue in the heart of San-
tana Row. It is 2 a.m. on Saturday night, 
but no one is in a hurry to leave. These 
are the members of Saratoga High’s class 
of 1984, and many of them have not seen 
each other for 30 years.

“I really enjoyed seeing some of the 
folks that I had known since elementary 
school and junior high,” said alumnus 
John Roberts, who resides in Colorado. 
“There were so many people [that] it 
was hard to talk to everyone, but we all 
certainly tried.”

The most well-attended Saratoga 
High class reunions  tend to be mile-
stone anniversaries. The gathering that 
occurred on Sept. 20 is one such reunion.

The participants came from far and 
wide to reconnect. Roughly 200 people 
attended the reunion, which took place 

at the Hotel Valencia in San Jose and 
lasted for around eight hours. 

Some were even able to rekindle for-
mer group relations with their classmates 
from school organizations. For instance, 
the reunion orga-
nizers arranged 
for Roberts and 
his former band-
mates to perform 
once more at the 
reunion. 

“Interestingly, 
the exact line-up 
of the band that 
played at the 
reunion never 
played together 
as a band in high 
school,” Rob-
erts said. “While many of us played in 
bands, and a few together, we decided 
to give it a new name to recognize it as a 
new band, so ‘The 867s’ were born.”

Their reunion band’s new name re-

veals yet a set of insider jokes for the 
class of 1984. John Loken, the former 
SHS student body president, coined the 
idea based on two factors:

Back in the ’80s, many students had 
phone numbers 
that were 867-
xxxx. In addition, 
Tommy Tutone’s 
1982 song “867-
5309/Jenny” was 
a No. 1 hit, es-
pecially for SHS 
students whose 
phones started 
with 867.

“The family 
that had the num-
ber 408-867-5309, 
dialed 867-5309, 

had to change their phone number once 
the song became popular due to all the 
prank calls,” Roberts said. “There was 
no caller ID back in 1984, so prank phone 
calls were a common occurrence.”

Alumnus Ed Goldfarb, who is now a 
record producer, organized the band’s 
reunion performance. 

Robert found that he and his old 
classmates were able to reconnect.

“To quote organizer Christy Dwyer 
Rector,” Robert said, “‘the band took 
away the anxiety and nerves that many 
people were feeling and brought an up-
beat, joyful mood to the party.  As the 
band played on, people loosened up, 
and many joined in the dancing.” 

The novelty of seeing old friends after 
so long a gap led to a fun night.

“It was interesting on Friday, as many 
of us were checking in, to bump into 
people we hadn’t seen in decades in 
some cases,” Robert said. “Literally any-
one on the elevator could have been an 
unrecognized classmate.” 

Indeed, the classmates of 1984 found 
themselves still socializing at 2 a.m., cel-
ebrating in a manner that was not unlike 
their camaraderie from three decades 
earlier. u 

Sophomore Matthew Tung (right) and his team pose with science guru Bill Nye at the 
Maker Faire last summer, where they were honored for their interactive game The Grid.

Courtesy of MATTHEW TUNG

It was interesting [to] 
bump into people we 
hadn’t seen in decades in 
some cases.

“

”alumnus John Roberts

“Being at the White 
House was awesome. The 
place is immaculate.”
sophomore Matthew Tung
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Veteran of two space flights, 
two-time fixer of the Hubble 
Space Telescope, the first per-
son to ever tweet from space, a 
cast member who plays himself 
on the CBS hit comedy “The 
Big Bang Theory” — these ac-
complishments all belong to 
one man, current Columbia Me-
chanical Engineering professor 
Dr. Michael Massimino. 

 Students were given the 
opportunity to meet and learn 
from this Renaissance man on 
Sept. 26 in the library research 
center. 

Since the McAfee Center 
was not available at the time, 
the presentation was initially 
open to only physics students 
due to the smaller room space, 
but later allowed all who were 
interested to attend in order to 
encourage attendance. 

Consisting of a brief intro-
duction from Columbia Dean 
of Admissions Jessica Marinac-
cio, followed by Massimino’s 
personal narrative, the pre-
sentation aimed to inspire stu-
dents to consider the science, 

technology, engineering and 
mathematics (STEM) subjects 
by demonstrating the numer-
ous possibilities of those fields. 

The presentation garnered a 
significant amount of interest 
— so much so that the entire re-
search center was packed with 
people, and some people had to 
stand in the back.

“All you guys are staying af-
ter school on a Friday for this?” 
Massimino joked.

According to Marinaccio, 
Massimino decided to visit 
Saratoga in part because of its 
Principles of Engineering pro-
gram.

“We were looking for really 
smart people [to visit],” Mari-
naccio said. “We’ve identified a 
lot of applicants in the Bay Area 
in Saratoga. We saw some of the 
design projects in [Principles of 
Engineering] and saw the cre-
ativity that manifests itself in 
high school and college.” 

In his presentation, Massimi-
no shared videos of his take off 
into space and his crew experi-
encing zero gravity, as well as 
a slideshow of various photo-
graphs from his life both in and 
out of space. 

During the presentation, 
Massimino told students that 
perseverance through chal-
lenges can lead to great re-
wards. 

He himself had tried four 
times to get into the NASA 
space program and succeeded 
only on the fifth time. 

Although the presentation 
was focused on STEM subjects, 
Massimino did not restrict his 
talk to those fields. 

He advised students to 
think about what they like, 
whether it be math, science, 
English, music or sports. 

“Look at what you’re in-
terested in and then those are 
the things you want to study,” 
Massimino said. “Take it one 
step at a time, think about what 
you enjoyed in high school, 
keep your faith up, keep a posi-
tive attitude.”

Senior Smita Sabada was 
surprised by Massimino’s per-
sonality, which was humorous 
and intriguing.

“I pictured him to be a ste-
reotypical nerd who would 
have a boring talk on how 
smart he is,” Sabada said, “but 
he was really funny and reso-

nated well with the audience.”
Reasons for attending the 

session varied. Sophomore 
Ruchir Mehta said he attended 
because he was intrigued by 
Massimino’s background.

“I went because he is an as-
tronaut and he’s been in space, 
which I find very fascinating,” 
Mehta said.

Sophomore Simrun But-
tar said Massimino’s success 

sparked her interest in meeting 
him. 

Massimino’s presentation 
was effective in delivering the 
message across of never giving 
up on one’s dreams, she said.

“It really inspired people be-
cause it showed you don’t need 
to know what you want to do 
right now. And [that] you can 
find out what you want to do 
as you go along,” Buttar said. u

BY CaitlinJu
& BruceLou

Astronaut delivers powerful message

J-Day, a journalism conference spon-
sored by the Journalism Education Asso-
ciation of Northern California, was held 
on Sept. 27 at Palo Alto High School’s 
new Media Arts Center. Journalism ad-
visor Mike Tyler and three members of 
the Falcon staff attended. 

The Media Arts Center, which 
opened this year and cost nearly $8 mil-
lion, is two stories with multiple class-
rooms, has a central atrium and houses 
the school’s journalism, graphic design, 
photography and video production pro-
grams. In addition to classrooms, the 
23,250 square-foot center boasts a cafe/
lounge area, a traditional dark room and 
a portrait studio. 

The three Falcon student journalists 

who went to the conference were juniors 
Gitika Nalwa and Oksana Trifonova and 
senior Trung Vandinh. The event offered 
three 45-minute sessions, each of which 
had courses for both student journalists 
and advisors and a two-hour-long in-
teractive extension activity that allowed 
student journalists to practice reporting 
in an “iPhone reporting activity.” 

 Around six courses were offered in 
each session. Each course covered a 
specific topic, and topics ranged from 
“Editorials with impact” to “10 tips for 
shooting a great video.” The association 
also offered courses for advisers, such as  
“Adviser survival! Roundtable discus-
sion on scholastic journalism law, ethics 
and school politics.” 

Other courses focused less on the 
writing and more on the details such as 
selling advertisements. The conference 

even presented a small Palo Alto High 
club that started its own school-wide 
radio, bringing back the medium along 
with its old-time novelty.

Courses were taught primarily by 
journalism advisors and veteran student 
journalists, such as Jack Brook, the edi-
tor-in-chief of Palo Alto High School’s 
magazine, Verde.  

The convention also featured a key-
note address by Elena Kadvany, a Men-
lo-Atherton High alumna who now 
works as an education reporter for the 
Palo Alto Weekly. 

“Part of the beauty of being at the 
Palo Alto Weekly and having such a 
small staff is that I have gotten to cover 
so many different topics,” Kadvany said. 
“I have learned about so many different 
things.”

Kadvany also discussed how the in-

troductory journalism course she took 
“on a whim” in college completely 
“changed her path.” Kadvany then of-
fered advice to students and empha-
sized the importance of exploring new 
subjects. 

“College is a wonderful place to take 
a class because you feel like it,” Kadva-
ny said. “You might not know what you 
want to do.”

Vandinh, who attended Kadvany’s 
presentation in addition to sessions 
on photography, website management 
and sports coverage, found J-Day to be 
worthwhile. 

“[The sessions] were filled with a 
large variety of classes, ranging from 
how to better conduct a journalism class 
to starting up a magazine,” Vandinh 
said. “It was a very educational experi-
ence.” u

BY GitikaNalwa
& OksanaTrifonova

Reporters gain new experiences at J-Day conference
JOURNALISM
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The bell rang at noon sharp 
and the frantic rush to the Quad 
began. Five minutes later, the 
students that were standing on 
the falcon mosaic were being 
shoved left and right.

Club Day took place on Sept. 
26 this year and was organized 
by senior clubs commissioner 
Sherrilyn Ling.

According to Ling, over the 
past few years, clubs have in-
creasingly found that the lure of 
food is key to gaining a larger 
number of sign-ups.

“It’s pretty obvious that 
Faithwalk’s table attracts a lot 
of people because of their root 
beer floats, so other clubs take 
note of that success and apply 
it for the next Club Day,” Ling 
said.

Sophomore Lilah Foster, co-
president of the marine biology 
club, said that her club princi-
pally used food to attract new 
members.

“We had jello cups and cup-
cakes, which definitely cap-
tured people’s eye,” said Foster. 

Freshman Ian Kim went to 
Club Day “half for the food.” 

Other freshmen also observed 
that offering food served as in-
centives for them to join.

“Food is like the turning 
point for me,” freshman Isa-
belle Yang said, ”as in whether 
I plan on joining that group. 
Unfortunately, I’m a very food 
driven person, and it’s not like 
I don’t look into what the clubs 
are like. Food is just an extra, 
extra plus.”

By bringing together people 
of common interests, Club Day 
raises school spirit, which is 
more important than all the 
food incentives, said Yang. 

Freshman Dean Stratakos 
said that although food helps 
with the initial number of sign-
ups for a club, he thinks it has 
little effect on the actual atten-
dance rate at club functions 
later in the year.

“Only the people who truly 

have passion for those clubs 
will attend their meetings,” 
Stratakos said.

Using food as an incentive 
provides incorrect information 
about the popularity of a club, 
freshman Ayush Aggarwal 
said.

“A lot of the time, food at 
the booths are the only reason 
people sign up,” said Aggar-
wal. “[They] don’t really join 
because they like the club, al-
though that only applies to very 
few clubs.”

Ling said food adds to the 
whole atmosphere of Club Day, 
although it may be a somewhat 
inaccurate measure of the suc-
cess of a particular club.

“Clubs just need to remem-
ber that food is not the key to 
having a successful club — 
there is a lot of other work and 
effort required,” Ling said. u

Food gains sign-ups, but will new members stay?
CLUB DAY

BY CassandraKing, MichelleLeung 
& AmeliaSchwabe

Eager students surround the Interact table during Club Day on Sept. 26
Courtesy of EUNJU PAK

Veteran astronaut Michael Massimino speaks to students on Sept. 26.
TALISMAN // NAVEED RIAZIAT

opinion
saratogafalcon.org/opinion

saratogafalcon
THE

October 17, 2014
9

Too bad we weren’t all born on planet 
Krypton.

Lately, it seems that all colleges want 
are superheroes. And there’s no doubt 
about it, being a superhero would defi-
nitely make the college application pro-
cess easier.

But we don’t all have stories about 
saving a small child from a burning 
building, about leading a team to suc-
cess, winning an international physics 
competition or about writing a best-sell-
ing novel by age 16. 

Unfortunately, however, these are 
the types of stories that extremely selec-
tive universities are looking for, and it is 
hard for many students to compete with 
the “superhero” students who seem to 
have done everything possible in their 
short high school careers.

Seniors spend countless hours per-
fecting every word and sentence on their 
applications, meticulously perfecting 
their essays with a fine-toothed comb. 
There is no margin for error. There is no 
“re-do” after submitting. 

And ultimately, there are hundreds of 
students across the nation who are dis-
appointed with the results. Months of 
hard work lead to nothing but rejection 
and unhappiness.

Many students think they must spend 
(or waste) all of their time trying to build 
an impressive resumé by joining  an ex-
cessive dozens of clubs or taking every 

AP class offered. 
In fact, so much time is spent doing 

everything that everyone else does that 
students lose their individuality in the 
process. 

It is hard to stand out among the 
waves of students applying to top uni-
versities, but students should be able 
to be accepted without having straight 
A’s and participating in 10 extracur-
ricular activities. It is better for students 
to excel at what they enjoy doing — at 
least they’ll have an engaging, fun high 
school experience.

The work required to stand out 
and impress admissions officers at top 
schools is not truly worth it, because one 
could easily receive a similar quality of 
education from a lower ranked college 
that has equally strong programs. 

Most people don’t realize this real-
ity and instead, force themselves work 
harder to get into a well-known school 
that would not benefit them academi-
cally or socially. 

College essays are a way for schools to 
understand a student’s life experiences 
and reactions to events. However, many 
students find their own background too 
indistinctive and instead fabricate a he-
ro’s journey out of mundane events. 

Most students aren’t superheroes. 
People will never be Superman and 
should not fake being Superman; simul-
taneously, colleges should not expect 
perfect, superhero-like beings to apply 
to their schools.

While those students who do have 
these “superhero” skills should be re-
warded for their talents and achieve-
ments,  students who do not have such 
life-altering experiences should not feel 
pressured to embellish essays for the 
sole purpose of looking good to an ad-
missions officer. 

There are thousands of intelligent, 
deserving students who would succeed 
in selective schools, and they should not 
have to make up heroic life stories to fit 
the rubric of an essay prompt to ensure 
their admission.

Having to write 20 personal essays 
is bearable because the stories are true; 
however, having to write 20 essays 

about a fake persona really means that 
you shouldn’t even be applying to those 
schools. 

Students should not spend their time 
applying to institutions if their applica-
tions are just a work of fiction. 

College admission offices should pro-
vide essay prompts that speak to the cre-
ative sides of its applicants and should 
make more of an effort to get a genuine 
impression and more thorough under-
standing of its applicants and future stu-
dents.

After all, while few of us will ever 
save the world, at least we can all suc-
ceed at the college level by being our-
selves. u

Colleges ask too much of applicants

Dear Editors,

The dreaded small envelope of col-
lege rejection. Funny how a little piece 
of paper symbolizes so much. For many 
students, it is the shattering of dreams 
and goals they have held for years. A 
mockery of all the hard work they have 
put in during high school. The unfortu-
nate students get rejected by almost all 
of the universities they wanted to at-
tend, thus being forced to go to a college 
they had no interest in. 

Well, guess what? That happened to 
me. Yup, I didn’t get into any of the col-
leges I really wanted to. Instead, I ended 
up in the middle of bloody nowhere at 
a college called Purdue University in In-
diana. 

At the time, I was hesitant about at-
tending. After all, I wasn’t ready for the 
weather (I mean, I’m from California. I 
don’t even KNOW what winter clothes 
are). I certainly wasn’t ready for going 
to a place filled with cornfields and not 
much else to do. 

Most importantly, I was worried 
about finding my place there. I would 
have to find friends and figure out where 
I belonged in that university. 

At Saratoga High I at least knew my 
identity there. I was the guy who looked 
like an Asian nerd and struggled with 
grades still, the debate member who 
never actually showed up to practice, 

the Top 10 writer and possibly the laziest 
editor the Saratoga Falcon had ever seen 
(I never said it was a positive identity). 
But all of that would be gone in college. 
No more of those activities and extracur-
riculars. 

Hell, I wasn’t even sure if people 
would take me in, because guess what 
guys? Not everywhere in America is 
filled with Asian-Americans. (Gasp!) But 
seriously, the Asian-American popula-
tion at Purdue was much smaller than 
anything at Saratoga High and in places 
like Indiana, you may see some racism. 
(Don’t get me wrong — the people here 
are really nice, it’s just one or two unfor-
tunate encounters I’ve had). That would 
probably only be worsened by the fact 
that Purdue has one of the highest popu-
lations of international students from 
China. So basically, I felt I was going to 
have a hard time fitting in with the Indi-
ana natives (which primarily as a demo-
graphic are white) or the guys straight 
from China. I was a filthy halfbreed. 

As far as I could tell, I was going to 
hate Purdue. Which I did. I hated the 
rainy, unpredictable weather in oh the 
orientation week. I didn’t get along with 
lots of people in my orientation group. I 
didn’t really enjoy the food. And I didn’t 
remember how I had made friends in the 
past at all and wasn’t ready to look for 
new ones. Fun times. 

But here’s the thing I learned. Ul-

timately, it really doesn’t matter what 
college you attend. It’s what you make 
of it. You can find friends. You will find 
things to do. It’s up to you to go looking 
for opportunities.

There’s no way inside of a huge col-
lege campus that there isn’t at least one 
person who doesn’t share some interest 
with you. You’ll get lots of independence 
to try new things and meet new people. 

There’s a club for everything in col-
lege, so you’ll meet all kinds of people 
to get along with. I’m in five clubs or 
so, meaning five or so different groups 
of people to hang out with, everything 
from a League of Legends Club to Fi-
nance Club to Asian American Associa-
tion (which is basically a conglomeration 
of every Bay Area student on campus. 
It’s the bubble all over again). 

With clubs like these, you can meet 
and intermingle with people of all back-
grounds, whether its the Indiana natives 
or the international students from China 
or wherever else. My fears of not fit-
ting in were pointless; if anything, I had 
a best of both worlds deal between the 
two groups. 

In the first two weeks alone I tried 
(and failed) to learn to skateboard and 
hip hop dance. I did, however, go square 
dancing with some of my friends from 
a club. I looked out of place since  I 
didn’t rock the boots or the cowboy hat. 
Maybe next time. Look for new experi-

ences in college. It’s the best time to try 
something and fail at it. It’s all one steep 
learning curve. 

As for classes? Well, after hyper 
competitive Saratoga, you might feel 
BLESSED to not attend an Ivy or simi-
larly prestigious college.

 You can kick back and relax and 
watch your friends suffer, cause even if 
you’re not the best in Toga, guess what? 
Silicon Valley is filled with the best. And 
as a Saratoga student, you’re already 
above average. I’m glad I managed to 
endure Mr. Yim’s difficult math classes, 
now I’m cruising through college math. 
For now. 

Classes will give you more chances to 
meet up with people from various back-
grounds and studying together is always 
beneficial. Unless you have a 7:30 a.m.  
class like me. Then your only interaction 
with anyone will be when the pretty girl 
next to you asks you to stop sleeping on 
her shoulder. Oops.

I came in hating my college. And I 
am sure that lots of the seniors this year 
will feel the same way. But it’s OK if you 
don’t get into an Ivy League or your 
dream college and instead, end up in the 
middle of a huge cornfield. In fact, you 
might even find you like the cowboy-
hats-and-boots look. Just don’t take a 
class at 7:30 a.m. u

        —Nelson Wang, SHS class of 2014

LETTER TO THE EDITOR: ADJUSTING TO COLLEGE

BY ArmanVaziri

Thank you for your application for admission to Virginia Tech. Members of the Admissions Committee have 
carefully reviewed your application and we regret that the university cannot offer you a place in the 2015 fresh-
man class. This decision is not a dismissal of your academic ability or promise, but a reflection of the keen com-
petition among the applicants for the limited space in our freshman class. In reviewing your application, we 
considered the strength of your academic curriculum, performance in the courses selected and standardized test 
scores, as well as other supporting information that may have been included. The selection process for the Class 
of 2019 has been the most competitive ever. More than 19,000 applicants competed for 5,300 freshman seats. 
Since you have a strong desire to attend Virginia Tech, you may wish to consider applying as a transfer student 
after you have successfully completed one or more years at a community college or other accredited college or 
university. About one-fifth of Tech graduates first entered the university as transfer students. The university 

COLLEGE WOESCOLLEGE WOES
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Each school day, second-, third- or 
fifth-period teachers set aside five min-
utes at the beginning of their class pe-
riod to listen to the school’s announce-
ments. Meanwhile, students take the 
time during announcements to social-
ize, cram for their pop-quiz or finish 
homework. With virtually no one actu-
ally paying attention, announcements 
are becoming completely ineffective 
and are often a waste of time. 

This is not to say that announce-
ments are unimportant. It’s just that 
the delivery could use some work. Stu-
dents only pay attention to the SHSTV 
broadcasts on Fridays; on other days, 
they just chat like it’s part of break. 

Visuals mixed with audio are much 
more appealing than audio alone. Even 
live broadcasts of reporters reading 
the announcements would be twice 
as effective as the current audio-on-
ly format, because visuals are much 
more engaging than students mono-
tone reading the announcements over 
speakers.

 It is everyone’s responsibility — 
teachers and students — to allow oth-
ers to listen. Teachers should have a 
no-talking policy during the announce-
ments; if they were talking to the class, 
they would demand their students to 
be quiet and listen.

While students are to blame for part 
of the problem, the announcements 

themselves are flawed. Although there 
are some important reminders, certain 
events or reminders don’t have to be 
repeated every day.

 For example, students understand 
that others still need to pick up their 
school photos, but may have already 
received their own. Therefore, a good 
number of students do not want or 
need to hear the same announcement 
daily. 

This kind of needless repetition adds 
to students’ tendency to tune out.

Instead, it would be best to repeat 

announcements only once or twice a 
week. Announcements need to be new 
and fresh or else they lose their value 
and become as meaningless as a giant 
“blah,” “blah,” “blah.” 

Announcements have become a time 
for students to socialize, which is un-
fair to the students who actually want 
to listen to them as well as those giving 
them.  If students actually listened, an-
nouncements would be more effective; 
likewise, if the announcements did not 
repeat unimportant information every 
day, maybe more students would be 
willing to listen. 

It’s time for the ASB, teachers and 
administrators to take a serious look at 
announcements. With just a few simple 
reforms like switching to video an-
nouncements and cutting redundant 
reminders, announcements will be-
come more effective. u

“No, because what 
these terrorists have 
done is corrupt and 
the U.S. should not 
encourage it.”

sophomore Naman Sajwan

Should the 
U.S. consider 
negotiation 
with terrorists? senior Rachel Menard junior Nina Groeneveld

“I think that it is 
dependent on the 
circumstances.”

“They should do 
whatever they have 
to do to keep the 
country safe.”

togatalks
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Negotiations with terrorists should be considered

We don’t negotiate with terrorists. 
Although the U.S. has repeated this 

mantra for years when dealing with hos-
tage situations, the policy’s effectiveness 
has come into question recently.

American officials have had much ex-
perience giving trades and bribes to save 
civilian lives, yet they refuse to change 
their one cemented policy: They do not 
negotiate with terrorists. 

In 2014, the U.S. has had to deal 
with terrorists a number of times, the 
most high profile cases being once 
with Sgt. Bowe Bergdahl in Afghani-
stan and now with the two journal-
ists who were captured by the Islam-
ic State. The government’s approach 
was radically different for each case.

Whereas the government man-
aged to negotiate to save Bergdahl’s 
life by releasing several prisoners 
from Guantanamo Bay, they were not 
able nor willing to negotiate for the re-
lease of the journalists, resulting in their 
gruesome beheadings, which were made 
public on YouTube.

So, the question must be posed: 
Should the United States change its 
hardfast policy?

There is no obvious answer. One 
thing seems rational, though: It’s smart 
to keep negotiations as an option, so 
when faced with a difficult situation, 
the government has plenty of paths to 
explore. 

It is true that negotiating can give 
the impression that the United States 
is weak, but in fact, leaving the option 
open eliminates some of the desperation 
of a situation, allowing for the govern-
ment to avoid making rash decisions be-
cause they are under pressure. 

In the last month, there have been two 
beheadings, which is more than accept-
able. Sadly, these deaths were avoidable. 

Granted, the U.S. government should 
be applauded for putting forward a prin-

cipled stance, but with its long history of 
negotiating with repressive regimes, this 
message is tarnished with hypocrisy. In-
stances of negotiations have spanned the 
decades, going from the Iran-Contra af-
fair during the Reagan presidency to the 
cases of Mike Rogers and Peter Moore 
during George W. Bush’s time. 

Despite America’s unmovable out-
look, a major reason terrorists keep com-
ing back with offers of negotiations is 
that there have been so many occurrenc-
es where deals and trades have been cut. 

There are some problems that negoti-

ating with terrorist groups could lead to, 
however. Negotiating for appeasement 
could easily be done accidentally, and 
will not benefit the U.S. or its people. 

For example, the World War resulted 
when British Prime Minister Neville 
Chamberlain attempted to appease Hit-
ler. Giving in to such dangerous people 
gives them power over us, and should 
not be considered as a solution. 

Unlike the U.S., European countries 
have a policy of negotiating for every 
single hostage, leading to these ran-
soms that essentially fund terrorist 
groups. 

This is a problem in the long term. A 
better funded group can impact its tar-
get more thoroughly; in the short term, 
though, it saves the lives and allows for 
more flexibility in dealing with such 
complicated issues.

Of course, going soft on terrorism is 
not ideal. We suggest that the United 
States merely keep the option of negoti-

ating open. The United States has assets 
that Europe does not, namely, our large 
and powerful armed forces. 

The U.S. is actively combating ter-
rorism, so there should be no harm in 
negotiating, saving the hostage, and 
then finding a way to defeat the terror-
ist group in the long run. In President 
Obama’s speech concerning the recent 
beheadings, he said in clear terms that 
he would utilize the U.S. army to “de-
grade and ultimately destroy” ISIL. 

Why did he not save the lives of two 
innocent journalists and then enact this?

This isn’t a permanent solution to the 
problem, as the circumstances are com-
plex, but it would have saved two lives 
in the last month and it has the potential 
to save other lives in the future. 

For that reason, the mantra should be 
altered slightly.

We are willing to negotiate with ter-
rorists if circumstances dictate that we 
do so. u

What the problem is
Terrorist groups are holding American citi-
zens hostage. The United States, however, 
is unwilling to negotiate with terrorists in 
fear of aiding terrorist oganizations.

What the proposed solution is
The United States should leave the option 
of negotiating with terrorists open so that 
they have many options when dealing 
with hostage situations

Pros
It has the potential to save many lives,  
such as the two journalists who were lost 
recently. Furthermore, it could play a vi-
tal role in the United States’ anti-terrorist 
movement.

Cons
It could possibly aid in the growth and 
development of terrorist organizations by 
funding them or supplying them with valu-
able  resources.

bigideaTH
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No-Negotiations Policy

BY MayaPrasad
& SayaSivaram

candidcaricatures

KEVIN CHOW

It’s smart to keep 
negotiations as an option, so 
when faced with a difficult 

solution, the government has 
plenty of paths to explore.
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National Merit Scholars 
unfairly decided by test

Is Common Roots forgetting its roots? 
Students face some sort of stress or 

tension every day. Whether it’s from 
classes, a fight with a friend or not hav-
ing a place to sit with friends at lunch, 
our lives aren’t peachy 100 percent of the 
time. 

To help cope with difficulties, we 
have had somewhere to go and connect 
with our peers, make friends and find 
our place — Common Roots, right? 

This year, though, another group 
called Sources of Strength has come into 
the picture with the mission of improv-
ing and working on  suicide prevention 
through training Common Roots mem-
bers, but some students are wondering 
whether Common Roots will lose its cur-
rent niche on the campus.

On its website, Common Roots says 
that it is “less about counseling and more 
about spreading a positive environment 
throughout our school.” 

The professional work is left to an 
adult-run organization on campus: 
Counseling and Support Services For 
Youth (CASSY).

For its part, Sources of Strength has 
succeeded at schools like Gunn High 
School by creating the Reach-Out-Care-
Know peer counseling program (ROCK) 
and has had positive results in suicide 

prevention, as peer counselors had ex-
tensive training from adults. ROCK was 
created in response to a series of suicides 
at the school.

Although it seems Common Roots 
will not be replaced by Sources of 
Strength, there will be plenty of changes.

The major difference Sources of 
Strength brings to Saratoga High’s ex-
isting program is that now there will 
be more adult intervention in the form 
of training sessions from Sources of 
Strength staff members and a teacher 
recommendation prerequisite to become 
a peer advisor in the new group.

But this raises the question: If the 
point of Common Roots is to spread a 
positive environment throughout our 
school, why are we even bringing adults 
into the picture?

Originally, Common Roots was a 
place for students to meet with others 
their own age, so that they could relate 
to each other and have their own niche.

What made Common Roots special 
and unique was it’s mission to be a sup-
port group for students run by the stu-
dents.

The problem that exists is not a ques-
tion of whether peers have had the 
ability to counsel — which seems to be 
the reason for implementing Sources 
of Strength — but rather that students 
aren’t going there to get counseling. 

Instead, students go to Common Roots 
simply to connect and find a support 
system.

To be fair, it isn’t hard to imagine 
the reason for bringing in Sources of 
Strength to the school. Instead of devel-
oping suicide counseling ad hoc, it does 
make sense to build it up over the years, 
so that it can be available when neces-
sary and contribute to the school’s cul-
ture. 

A viable solution could be to have 
Common Roots with Sources of Strength 

serve two distinct purposes — there 
would be a place to build friendships 
and a separate place to receive peer 
counseling. The concern with integrat-
ing Sources of Strength into Common 
Roots is that the idea of counseling may 
pull Common Roots away from its cur-
rent niche of being mostly a support net-
work.

Common Roots is a perfectly good 
group that already serves a vital role, 
and it should remain firmly fixed to this 
mission. u

BY KevinChow
& AmulyaVadlakonda
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Imagine you’re rushing out of your 
house to get to school for PSAT testing 
day. But wait. You woke up late due to 
illness and didn’t have time to eat your 
lucky test-taking cereal beforehand. 
When the scores come back, you end 
up missing the National Merit Scholar 
semifinalist cutline by one question. 

Situations like these suggest there 
should be more 
requirements for 
receiving merit-
based scholarships 
than a single test on 
a single day.

To many, being 
a National Merit 
Scholar is equated 
with academic 
achievement and talent. Our school 
boasts how many National Merit Semi-
finalists it has every fall, and this year it 
was a record 39. In turn, colleges flaunt 
their numbers of National Merit Schol-
ars as well. Too bad all it means is that 
the student happened to do well on a 
single 3-hour test. 

To some, the PSAT is simply a practice 
test for the SAT, which is arguably more 
important because, unlike the PSAT, its 
scores are a big part of the college appli-
cation process.

To high-striving students, however, 
doing well on the PSAT is important be-
cause it is the only way to become a Na-
tional Merit Scholar, an academic com-

petition for recognition and scholarships 
that began in 1955.  Although around 
1.5 million students take the PSAT every 
year, only 1 percent actually get a high 
enough score to become semifinalists. 
To people who aren’t accepted as semi-
finalists, the PSAT might be considered 
a waste of time. 

The nature of the PSAT perpetuates 
the way students are defined as test 
scores on their applications. 

And again, the main point is that 
National Merit al-
lows no room for  
an “off day.” What 
if something hap-
pens in the stu-
dent’s personal 
life that affects the 
way they perform 
on that particular 
day? What if the 

student runs out of his lucky test-taking 
cereal? 

There should a larger basis for be-
coming a National Merit Scholar semi-
finalist, possibly including factors such 
as total academic achievement, extracur-
ricular achievement or performances on 
multiple tests, one of which is the PSAT. 

If the selection process for becom-
ing a National Merit Scholar semifinal-
ist were more comprehensive, perhaps 
there would be less pressure to get ev-
ery problem right on the PSAT, and the 
process would be fair to those who have 
been high achievers for their complete 
high school career but happened to have 
one bad day. u

BY FionaSequeira
& ArmanVaziri

And again, the main point 
is that the National Merit  

allows no room for an 
“off day.”

Students’ eyes widen as the doors 
open. Their eyes meet the bright red 
walls of the completely redone weight 
room. New multi-purpose racks, 
placed prominently in the center of the 
room, draw the students’ attention. A 
collective gasp escapes from the group.

Finally, after months of construc-
tion, the recently remodeled weight 
room is now open again for students to 
use. This upgrade for the weight room 
seems like a home run, all done with 
minimal cost.

In particular, it cost roughly $62,000 
to redo the weight room, with about 
$46,000 of that coming from Sports 
Boosters and athletic department 
funds. The rest of the money came 
from the school. The cost is incredibly 
reasonable, because the quality of the 
new equipment is much better than it 
used to be. 

When considering the amount of 
money the school has spent on other 

projects, the new weight room is a bar-
gain. 

The community spent $1.2 million 
on the Sports Plaza — it seems natu-
ral, then, to spend a mere fraction of 
that cost for our sports teams to be 
good and P.E. classes to have a clean, 
safe facility. Most of the old equipment 
was discarded, with all the squat racks, 
benches and other equipment either 
donated, sold or thrown away. 

Compared to the older weight room, 
all the equipment is new and improved 
as well as much more durable. Every-
thing seems to match well together 
and is painted red like the walls. This 
contrasts with the old weight room and 
how the machines had seemed isolated 
from the rest of the gym.

Everything is integrated together in 
a way that highlighted the red in the 
weight room. 

Everything in the new weight room 
screams of Falcon pride.

Clearly, the upgrades in the weight 
room are a great use of money that will 
help the school for years to come. u

BY ApoorvKwatra
& NeeharThumaty

New weight room allows 
better exercise experience

The new weight room, dubbed the Ray Goni Fitness Center, is equipped with up to date 
equipment such as state of the art multi-purpose racks and multiple free weights.

FALCON // LAUREN LOUIE

  
“I think that it’s 
unfair because one 
test doesn’t convey 
[students’] abilities.” 

junior Aakash Thumaty

Is the National 
Merit selection 
based on the 
PSAT fair?

togatalks
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Cheerleading. The image that comes 
to mind is a group of highly flexible 
teenage girls clad in brightly colored 
uniforms performing stunts that many 
could only do in a dream. 

At the professional level, it’s not ex-
actly the same picture.

Cheerleaders like those for the 49ers 
or Raiders probably have more in com-
mon with women who work at a strip 
club that intends to attract male cus-
tomers. The key difference is in that one 
serves as a sport, while the other is a 
form of scandalous entertainment.

The evolution of cheerleading is dra-
matic and controversial. If the women 
who cheer at professional football games 
are supposedly the more professional 
and intensified versions of high school 
cheer teams, teenagers are making a 
huge mistake if they try to emulate them.

In all honesty, the two different levels 
of cheer are almost total opposites. For 
one, the intentions for each are very dif-
ferent. 

For high school girls, joining the 
cheer team is an opportunity to be a part 
of a team and to be an athlete. The type 
of cheer that is practiced by these girls is 

by all means a sport. 
For the cheerleaders at the profes-

sional level, cheering is an occupation 
and a primary source of income and, 
many hope, a launching pad for careers 
in modeling or acting. 

According to Megan McArdle, a writ-
er for Bloomberg News, many cheer-
leaders also pursue this career for the 
glamour. 

They enjoy the status and the joy of 
being able to dance in front of thousands 
of people, and most importantly they 
take pride in  ogling eyes that watch 
their low-flying routines.

In contrast, high school cheerleaders 
are part of a community and are not a 
spectacle appreciated for their looks 
alone. 

They are lauded for raising school 
spirit and being involved.

High school cheerleaders should not 
attempt to imitate their professional 
counterparts. The teenagers should take 
pride in the conservatism and profes-
sionalism that exists on the high school 
level. 

At the professional level, cheerlead-
ers are forced to stay at a certain weight, 
to do their hair and makeup in a certain 
way and to dress provocatively. At a 
high school level, girls are embraced for 

whatever form of beauty they have. 
Sadly, many parents and others look 

down at cheerleading in any form.
Because of this, cheerleading has 

sometimes had a bad reputation, and its 
true values can be buried. If outsiders 
don’t know better, they can miss the co-
hesiveness of a cheer team, the amount 
of strength it takes to hoist teammates 
into pyramids, and the time manage-
ment skills that come from balancing 

schoolwork with rigorous cheer sched-
ules. Cheerleading at the school level 
is something that is appreciated and re-
spected as a sport. 

Along with the new reforms made 
to NFL in terms of domestic violence, 
maybe  NFL officials should work to also 
change the objectified status of cheer-
leaders at the pro level. 

Then they would deserve the same 
respect as high school cheerleaders. u

The top of the cheerleading pyramid?
BY DeepthiSampathkumar
& SayaSivaram

It can be depressing to read the news 
because humans seem to have an obses-
sion with focusing only on the negatives. 
Wars are raging. Innocent people are dy-
ing from Ebola. Terrorists are beheading 
captured journalists. Jellyfish are even 
taking over the oceans, destroying the 
marine ecosystems! 

But this way of thinking can lead to 
people giving up entirely, convinced 
that there is nothing they can do that 
will change the current situation of our 
planet.

The truth is, good things really do 
happen, and it is important that we em-
brace them as a source of hope. The past 
few months, for example, have proven 
that we can change our bad habits and 
that environmental damage thought to 
be irreversible can be healed.

NASA reported that the hole in the 
ozone layer looming over Antarctica is 

actually shrinking. This news is monu-
mental since scientists thought it would 
take hundreds of years for the damage 
to even come close to recovering.

The ozone layer protects us from the 
sun’s ultraviolet radiation, which leads 
to skin cancer and 
dramatic changes 
in the world’s food 
supply. 

This particu-
larly big hole was 
caused by chemi-
cals called chlo-
rof luorocarbons 
(CFCs) that were 
used in the 1970s 
by refrigerators 
and air condition-
ing systems. Con-
sidering how many countries used air 
conditioning, a huge number of CFCs 
were released. 

Luckily scientists around the world 

caught the problem in time, and in 
the 1987 Montreal Protocol, the world 
agreed to phase out CFCs. Since then, 
the hole has been decreasing in size at a 
rate that suggests that it will be back to 
the size it used to be by 2050.

W a i t … t h e 
world agreed on 
something and it 
worked? As cliché 
as it sounds, the 
Montreal Proto-
col proves that if 
everyone works 
together, we can 
make a difference. 
Yes, humans have 
screwed up roy-
ally, but we can fix 
many problems. 

And it is not too late.
Encouraged by NASA’s discovery, 

120 UN countries met on Sept. 23 in 
New York City to discuss the carbon 

emissions. 
Demanding that the meeting be as ef-

fective as possible, about 400,000 people 
joined together in New York City for a 
4-mile march. 

It’s good to know that average citi-
zens have realized that global warming 
is a problem and support doing some-
thing about it. And that march was just 
one out of 2,646 other events that took 
place around the world. Now that’s 
what I call working together!

So now that we know that the envi-
ronment can heal itself, and that hun-
dreds of thousands of others are on the 
right side of history, there’s no excuse to 
sit around doing nothing.

 We’ve always underestimated our-
selves. Let’s pick up where we are now 
and do something about our world’s 
current condition. Working together, we 
can ensure the world will be beautiful 
for the generations to come. Now that 
would be a great news story. u

Humans aid in environmental healing process
BY BeckyHoag

Vouchers will improve U.S. education system
It sucks things in, and gives noth-

ing back. The victim enters into it, and 
their chances of escaping are very, very 
slim.

This is not a black hole, but rather 
the failing public education system. 

According to the libertarian think 
tank the Cato Institute, the federal gov-
ernment has increased its spending on 
education by nearly three times per 
student since 1970 (even when adjust-
ed for inflation), yet test scores have 
dropped or remained the same.

Impoverished students are often 
unable to get a quality education since 
underperforming public schools are 
the only choice they have. 

The current system favors the rich, 
since wealthy families can afford to 
pay taxes for public education and still 
have money left over to send their kids 
to private schools or can live in areas 
like Los Gatos and Saratoga where 
public schools are good.

One  solution to this problem is a 
voucher system.  

Vouchers allow parents to use the 
money that is normally allocated to 
public schools and use it to pay for pri-
vate schools, allowing less fortunate 
students to have a chance at success 
and forcing public schools to improve. 

Some may say 
that increased 
funding has kept 
test scores from 
plummeting. 

However, if the 
government has 
to continuously 
pump money into 
the current sys-
tem just to keep 
it afloat, it is clearly inefficient and an 
enormous waste of money.

The free market rewards innovation 
and punishes inefficiency. 

The exact opposite is true in the 
current system. Substandard schools 
are given more money so they can be 

“fixed” while high-performing private 
schools receive money only from tu-
ition, fees and donations.

Defenders of the current public 
school system argue that vouchers 
would take money away from pub-
lic schools and make them worse, but 
these schools are bad to begin with be-

cause they do not 
have any  incentive 
to provide compet-
itive service and 
prices.

The truth is that 
teacher unions 
and many public 
schools keep bad 
teachers in front of 
bright, intelligent 

students and prevent young teachers 
with new ideas from entering the edu-
cation market.

So-called advocates of the First 
Amendment complain that vouchers 
violate the separation of church and 
state since most private schools are re-

ligious. 
This is irrelevant since the parents 

are free to send their child to a secular 
school; it is their choice.

Schools stay profitable based on the 
demands of parents and students. 

If there is a demand for non-religious 
curriculum, non-religious schools will 
open up to meet their needs.

One of the fundamental problems 
right now is schools are run like facto-
ries. Private schools are known to pro-
vide a more individualized education 
for each student.

After all, students all have differ-
ent strengths, weaknesses and ways 
of learning. Public schooling assumes 
all students learn the same exact way, 
and thus gives them a one-size-fits-all 
education. 

Every child has potential that could 
be unlocked. We must stop trying to 
use one key to unlock everyone — and 
vouchers are a good place to start. Ev-
ery child has potential that could be 
unlocked. u

BY AtirathKosireddy

Every child has 
potential that could be 

unlocked. We must stop 
trying to use one key to 

unlock everyone.

PROFESSIONAL CHEERLEADERS SHOULD MIMIC THEIR STUDENT COUNTERPARTS

The past few months 
have proven that we can 
change our bad habits 
and that environmental 

damage thought to 
be irreversible can be 

healed.

candidcaricatures

KEVIN CHOW
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 “Are you guys identical or fra-
ternal?” 

No. No, we’re not. We aren’t 
cousins, sisters, twins or even the 
same person. We have two com-
pletely different brains and bod-
ies, but sadly, our differing physi-
cal traits seem to go unrecognized 
by most people.

Even though Saya is nearly 
three inches taller, Maya has full 
braces, and we have completely 
different clothing styles, people 
continue to mix us up. They reso-
lutely remain convinced that we 
look exactly the same. Factors 
such as our black, curly hair, simi-
lar body type and Indian heritage 
make it easy for people to assume 
that we share DNA. 

We don’t. 
We’ve been mixed up, mis-

identified and compared to each 
other ever since the first day we 
met nearly a year ago. 

In order to cope with the 
challenge of keeping our names 
straight, people have resorted to 
yelling “Aya” in our general di-
rection and seeing which one of 

us turns around first. It’s become 
our collective noun. 

Even our math teacher last 
year used “Aya” whenever he 
wanted one of us to do a prob-
lem on the board. It was rather 
frustrating, since he always gave 
participation points to the wrong 
person. 

Driven by the state of confu-
sion that seemed to follow us 
throughout the past year, we 
quickly became inseparable. This, 
of course, did not help matters 
much. 

Now, rather than just the two 
of us, our entire families are being 
mixed up. Instead of being Maya 
Prasad and Saya Sivaram, we’ve 
become Saya Prasad and Maya 
Sivaram. It’s all pretty annoying. 

To be honest, we’re sure that 
our parents confuse us every now 
and then when we’re together. 
There have been many times 
when our parents would give up 
trying to remember who is who, 
and just bark a collective “You!” 
to get our attention. 

We’ll admit that we don’t make 
things easy. There are some things 
that make us uncannily similar, 
such as the fact that we have the 
same mannerisms and often fin-
ish each other’s sentences. 

Even as we are typing up this 
story, we are finishing each oth-
er’s sentences. 

It can be irritating for us too, 
sometimes. Like right now. Maya, 

stop it. There are times that we 
start laughing about the most 
random moments even if we have 
no clue as to what we are laugh-
ing about. Not just that, but we 
laugh at the exact same time. We 
think it’s telepathy. 

Our conversations are often 
unintelligible to an outside audi-
ence, since we have intense de-
bates about “Star Trek” and “Lord 
of the Rings” that are almost in-
comprehensible to an outsider. 

But when people do know 
what we’re talking about, they 
tune us out, as we have a great 
affinity for bad jokes that only 
we find funny. And besides our 
cringe-worthy jokes, the only oth-
er humor that we are capable of 
understanding is sarcasm. 

For this reason, most people 
shy away from having a conver-
sation with both of us at the same 
time. 

While our friends attend par-
ties and hang out on the week-
ends, we lounge on the reclining 
sofa in Maya’s house watching 
Netflix. When our classmates 
boast about their impressive cross 
country stats, we brag about our 
half marathons. They consist of 
watching four out of the eight 
“Harry Potter” movies.

So after reading this story mul-
tiple times, we can start to under-
stand how it’s slightly difficult to 
tell us apart. But still, if we can do 
it, so can you. u

What it’s like to be ‘the Ayas’

It was admittedly nerve-rack-
ing. 

Despite hours of anticipation 
the night before and years of 
unprofessional experience I had 
gained humming and singing to 
myself around friends and fam-
ily, the prospect of opening my 
mouth in a classroom 
environment to sing 
was dreadful.

I rarely partici-
pated in any musi-
cal performances 
growing up but still 
have always prided 
myself on the ability to remain re-
laxed during awkward situations, 
so when the challenge to speak 
only in a sing-song voice for an 
entire day presented itself, I ac-
cepted it with great enthusiasm, 
blissfully unaware of the possible 
difficulties in accomplishing such 
a feat.

One decision I had to make 
right off the bat was whether to ex-
plain the situation to friends and 
classmates, who would undoubt-
edly wonder why I was singing. 

On one hand, I had the choice to 
easily explain away any questions 
with an “it’s for the newspaper.” 
The alternative would be to add 
to my embarrassment by not jus-
tifying my actions. So, of course, I 
went with the latter.

With that decision made, I em-
barked on an unforgettable jour-
ney to sing for a day. You may 
think I am overdramatizing the 
situation, but it was an arduous 
task. 

Upon stepping foot on cam-
pus, I was ambushed by a few 
of my classmates who obviously 
expected me to meet them with a 

friendly greeting. But feeling flus-
tered at my first interaction of the 
day, I was unable to respond, un-
sure of how to start. They looked 
at me with puzzled and worried 
faces as I choked on my words.

“What tune should I sing? Will 
they make fun of me if I just start 
singing?” 

These were the panicked 
thoughts that arose in my head, 
and unable to cope with the stress, 
I shook their hands, walked away 
and avoided eye contact. 

“I’ll think it out first this time,” 
I told myself on the path to my 
fourth-period class with Gov/
Econ teacher Mike Davey. 

This time I was able compose 
myself as I was walking in, prop-
erly greeting my classmates with 
a song and receiving a range of 
responses, from confusion to 
laughter. The rest of the day went 
more smoothly as I overcame my 
embarrassment and grew com-
fortable with singing.  

Even Mr. Davey ignored me 
when I responded to questions in 
song, treating it as a joke and con-
tinuing with his lecture. He asked 

the class, “Who re-
members the four 
pillars of an eco-
nomic systems,” 
and I sang back, 
“Capital, Entre-
preneurship, Land 
and Labor” to the 

tune of “Wheels on the Bus,’ only 
to receive a short “yeah” in re-
sponse.

The day went on, uneventfully, 
other than a few instances when 
I was questioned about my mo-
tives. Still exhausted from hav-
ing to consider so many things 
just to converse, I refrained from 
hanging out with my friends after 
school and went home immedi-
ately. A wave of relief rolled over 
me as I slipped in my bed to take 
a nap and hummed to myself. u

Can you make your life a musical? 

Trung Vandinh 

the Van
man

I accepted [the challenge] with great 
enthusiasm, unaware of the difficulties 

in accomplishing such a feat. 

“Everyone thinks 
I look like Anna 
Kendrick from 
‘Pitch Perfect.’”

senior Emily Riccomini

Who is your 
celebrity 
look-alike?

freshman Kyle Wang 

togatalks
“I’ve been told 
that I look like 
Kevjumba from 
YouTube.” 

Editor’s Note: These questions were gathered and were 
then answered to the best of “Sara Toga’s” ability. If you would 
like to submit questions for upcoming issues, please ask them 
on ask.fm/AskSaraToga.

Dear Sara, will I get into a good college with a 3.3 
GPA?

Tell me when you find out.
Jokes aside, the UCs, for example, require higher 

than a 3.0, so you’re definitely within the bounds. 
But you ask about getting into a “good” college, and 
this is where an answer is difficult to give. A college 
that might be good for you might be a terrible fit for 
someone else. Do some research about the colleges you 
think you have some interest in, and try to make sure 
you fit the requirements of those schools. Just remem-
ber that grades are only a part of the glorious journey 
towards college.

Good luck,
Sara

Dear Sara, what are your genuine thoughts on gay 
marriage, and the issue of gay members on a sports 
team in the locker room?

To me, marriage signifies the union of two people 
who are in love.  And if two people are in love, they 
should be able to get married. Whether both of them 
happen to be of the same gender or not isn’t really a 
part of the definition of marriage. 

As for gay people in the locker room, I feel that it 
shouldn’t be a problem. 

The locker room is used for one main purpose: 
changing. I believe the problem is that people think 
that gay people have more of an incentive to “check 
someone out,” but contrary to the stereotype, gay peo-
ple aren’t searching 24/7 for their next “target.” What 
it all comes down to is values and maturity — gay or 
straight. 

Sincerely,
Sara

Dear Sara, how can I get through junior year without 
failing?

You can’t. At some point, everyone will fail some-
thing; it’s only natural. The way to get around it is to 
fail early, so that you’ll learn how to get up from failure 
— that’s the important part. Other than that, enjoy the 
rollercoaster death trap that is junior year.

Good luck,
Sara

Dear Sara, how do I choose between two friends who 
had an argument and don’t talk anymore? I dont 
know who to talk to or sit with anymore, and it kinda 
sucks.

Why must you choose between them? Talk to them 
both, even if they don’t talk to each other. It’s not fair to 
you to let their argument affect your friendships. 

Maybe you can devise a system where you sit with 
one friend during lunch on some days of the week, and 
the other friend on other days. And if they can’t accept 
that you aren’t willing to choose between them, then 
ask yourself two questions: Have they stopped valuing 
your friendship? Are you, in reality, too fabulous for 
them? If the answer to any of these questions is “yes,” 
then it’s time to move on.

Sincerely, 
Sara

*****

*****

*****

Maya Prasad and
Saya Sivaram

aya-mese
twins



Ingredients: 
8 apples
8 candy apple sticks
2 cups of sugar
1 cup of light corn syrup
1 cup of warm water
1/8 teaspoon of Cinnamon Oil or Vanilla ex-

tract, edible shimmer dust and food coloring. 
 Combine the sugar, corn syrup and water in a 

pan and bring the mixture to a boil, stirring con-
stantly. To check if it’s the right temperature, pour 
in some cold water. If it hardens immediately and 
easily breaks in half, it’s ready. If it sinks to the 
bottom and is malleable, keep boiling. 

Take the pan off the stove, add in the cinnamon 
oil (or vanilla extract,) red food coloring and blue 
food coloring. 

Dip the apples and set them on a baking sheet 
lined with wax paper and wait for them to dry. In 
between dipping, it helps if you have a pot of hot 
water to suspend the candy mixture in to keep it 
from hardening. 

Brush the edible shimmer dust on the finished 
apples once they harden. 

Enjoy your apples and share them with friends!
    

Ingredients:
1 package of German chocolate cake mix
1 package of white cake mix
2 packages of instant vanilla pudding mix
1 package of vanilla sandwich cookies
3 drops of green food coloring
½ package of tootsie rolls
Other materials:
Clean Kitty Litter Box
Kitty Litter Box Liner
Clean Pooper Scooper

Directions:
Prepare both cakes according to package direc-

tions.
Prepare pudding according to package direc-

tions.
Crumble sandwich cookies into tiny pieces. 

Separate 1/4 of it apart from the rest and add the 
green food coloring to that 1/4.

When the cakes have cooled, crumble them 
together into a large bowl. Mix in 2/3 of the pud-
ding and 1/2 of the non-dyed cookie crumble.

Line clean kitty litter box with kitty litter box 
plastic liner.

Put the mix into the litter box.
Unwrap tootsie rolls and heat them up in the 

microwave until soft (about 20 seconds).
Mold tootsie rolls into realistic poop shapes 

and add them to the kitty litter box in a way that 
will ensure the most scenic experience possible. 
(Hiding some under the litter and draping one 
over the edge of the box is recommended for op-
timal effect.)

Add remaining cookie crumbles, both dyed 
and not, to top of cake mix and place in pooper 
scooper.

Enjoy!

Litterbox cake

October 17, 2014

Sparkly purple 
candy apples  nightmare on herriman ave.

There’s a legend in Russia about the 
Queen of Spades. My grandmother used 
to tell it to me on cold winter nights, and 
every time, the creeping chill from the sto-
ry dimmed the warmth of the crackling 
fireplace. And afterwards, card-playing 
held a certain eerie charm for me.

The Queen of Spades was a literary 
character in Alexander Pushkin’s short 
story about a German gambler named 
Hermann, who becomes obsessed with 
finding the secret to winning card games. 
He tracks down the countess who alleg-
edly holds the secret, but upon finding 
out that it does not exist, he puts a gun 
to her head. The old lady dies of fright, 
but before the casket closes, she opens her 
eyes and looks at Hermann one last time

Later that night, her ghost comes to 
Hermann and tells him to bid on “Three, 
seven, Queen of Spades.” 

Hermann risks all his money and wins 
with three and seven, but loses all his 
possessions when he accidentally bets on 

an ace, which turns out to be a Queen of 
Spades. Suddenly, the queen turns into 
the countess and winks at him. 

Hermann goes insane and is commit-
ted to an asylum, where all he can say is 
“Three, seven, ace; three, seven, queen of 
spades.”

Many people in Russia summon the 
Queen of Spades to  get an answer to their 
questions. The best time to do so is in the 
weeks before Christmas or on Halloween, 
when it is said that the barrier between 
the otherworld and ours is at its thinnest. 

On a night nearing Halloween about 
two years ago, I was home alone and 
found myself extremely bored. Listen-
ing to the wind howling outside and 
raindrops drumming on the windows, I 
remembered the legend of the Queen of 
Spades. Even though I didn’t believe in 
grandmother’s tall tales, there was some-
thing unsettling about the idea. 

Yet the desire for excitement was 
stronger than reason. I found a mirror 
and rubbed it with soap, which is sup-
posed to prevent the countess from exit-
ing the mirror. Then I drew stairs on the 
mirror with a black marker and put a dot 
at the top. 

At midnight, I lit a candle and put a 
queen of spades cards in front of the mir-
ror, so that the reflection flickered in the 

shadows. According to the legend, the 
dot is supposed to start moving down-
wards, and when it reaches the bottom, 
the Queen of Spades appears. 

Sitting in front of the mirror I recited 
the incantation three times. Holding my 
breath, I stared hard at the glassy surface.

Just as I was starting to feel stupid for 
believing old legends, the candle flame 
sputtered out. 

The room went pitch black. I tried 
turning the lights on but they didn’t 
work: probably because of the storm. A 
chill crept down my spine. After finding 

a flashlight and directing it toward the 
mirror, to my horror I noticed that the dot 
had moved a bit, which I tried to convince 
myself was because of the marker smear-
ing. A second later, something moved and 

the shadows started taking the shape of 
eyes, staring at me, unblinking; a low wail 
followed. 

At least, that’s what I thought I saw.  
My imagination quickly got ahead of me, 
and I began to convince myself that there 
was a supernatural spirit in the room with 
me.

Perhaps it was a game of shadows and 
the sound of the wind, but I wasn’t taking 
any chances. 

Backing toward the door, I threw a 
blanket at the mirror and sprinted down 
the stairs into the kitchen. I sat there until 

morning when I finally became brave 
enough to come back. 

The room looked just as before, but 
the mirror had split in two; perhaps 
because of the impact of the blanket 
knocking it onto the floor. 

After a few moments I noticed that 
something was missing: the Queen 
of Spades card. It was nowhere to be 
found. 

To this day, I wonder what really 
happened on that stormy night  
Naturally, I have resorted to thinking 

about rational explanations for this occur-
rence; whether it was a trick of shadows 
or some kind of a specter, I am not willing 
to try it again. 

Three, seven, Queen of Spades. u

Mythical Queen of Spades deals her card

It was a dark, clear night, 
the streets flooded with chil-
dren chattering excitedly and 
clutching empty bags that 
were waiting to be filled with 
candy. And that Halloween, 
during the fall of 2012, cur-
rent sophomore Julia Vita was 
dressed as Captain America as 
she and eight friends strolled 
down Aloha Avenue in Sarato-
ga, ready to stock up on sugar 
and sweets. 

The girls were expecting the 
usual: haunted houses, mor-
bid costumes, tombstones, the 
works. But that year, Vita and 
her friends weren’t greeted by 
these normal frights. 

Instead, her memory was 
scarred by boys covered in 
poky, large, green pieces of 

foliage.  In other words, boys 
dressed as bushes. It was get-
ting pretty late into the night 
and Vita could barely see three 
feet ahead of her. 

Unexpectedly, three boys 
in a leafy costume jumped out 
and sprayed silly string all 
over Vita and her friends. 

“My friends and I screamed, 
while the guys were laugh-
ing,” Vita said. 

Vita, blinded by a sugar 
and adrenaline rush, could not 
control her next set of move-
ments aimed at the boys, who 
were challenging her heroic 
costume. 

“I chased the boys down the 
street, while using my strength 
to attack them with my candy-
filled pillow case,” Vita said. 

The candy within the bag 
shattered and crumbled with 

every thwack. As soon as one 
boy turned around to face Vita, 
she smacked him so hard that 
blood began to drip from his 
nose. 

“I stopped after 5 minutes 
when I got tired of running,” 
Vita said.” On top of that, I 
even think a parent was star-
ing at me.”

The boys scampered off and 
Vita returned to her friends as 
the true Captain America of 
Halloween, who sacrificed the 
life of her own candy in order 
to punish the boys. But after 
looking back at her Halloween 
memory, Vita recalled her ac-
tions with a hint of regret.

“I feel bad now because I 
actually hurt him and it was 
during Halloween,” Vita said. 
“But it still was really funny at 
the same time.” u

Captain America battles the bushes
BY MayaPrasad

When I watched “The Conjuring” dur-
ing the summer before my sophomore 
year, I did not expect to squeal in fear as 
many times as I did. It was the first horror 
movie I had ever watched from beginning 
to end, but oddly enough, not my last. 

Before I plunge in, a little background 
on my attitude toward scary movies might  
be helpful: When I was 9, I happened to 
glimpse the trailer for the 2008 movie “Mir-
rors,” where reflections come out of the 
mirrors and try to kill their owners. It was 
just the trailer, mind you, but it managed to 
sear in a long-lasting fear of my reflection. 

For the next three years, I avoided go-
ing to the bathroom late at night simply 
to avoid being alone with my reflection. 
But some nights, going to the bathroom 
was inevitable. To lessen my fear, I would 
smile goofily at the mirror, so my reflection 

would seem less intimidating. 
Of course, I was probably asking for it 

when I walked into “The Conjuring” with 
no experience with horror movies. By the 
movie’s halfway point, I was cursing the 
friend who had convinced me to watch it 
with her.

Despite being someone who had never 
uttered so much as a peep of fear before — 
not even on roller coasters tilted at 90-de-
gree angles — I found myself yelling like a 
hooligan during several scenes.

For the entire movie, I was tense and 
trembling like a hapless rabbit. Alas, my 
friend could offer no comfort. She, a tough-
ened horror movie fan, remarked after-
wards that “The Conjuring” was “boring.” 

At one point in the movie, the evil spir-
it lifts up a girl’s hair strands and begins 
yanking her around the room, smashing 
her into walls and objects. While my rea-
sonable side noticed that under other cir-
cumstances, the scene might look comical, 
I was too numbed by fear in that moment 
to react in a lighthearted manner.

 Not so for my friend; she took one look 
at the hair scene and burst out into gales of 
contagious laughter. I began laughing too, 
but paradoxically, I was also half mad with 

fear the entire time. Indeed, the minute she 
stopped laughing, I hushed up and went 
back to being terrified out of my wits.

By the time the credits rolled, I was a 
changed teen. Life now seemed permanent-
ly clouded by dark forces of evil. (Forces of 
goodness? Pshaw, there were only devils 
who mocked the holy trinity …) Even the 
bright lights and the 
smell of popcorn, my 
usual cure-alls, failed 
to relieve me. 

That night, I stayed 
up as late as pos-
sible, knowing that 
sleep would be more 
elusive than ever. 
My eldest brother 
Kevin even gave me 
a “common sense” 
talk (“Kelly, use your 
brain; if you were a 
ghost, why would you waste time fright-
ening people when you could just kill them 
from the get-go? Don’t be silly!”) Neverthe-
less, his logic failed to calm my fears.

The movie featured several scenes 
where the spirit yanked the exposed an-
kles of the sleeping girls, fooling them into 

thinking their sisters had performed the 
act. Unfortunately, I watched “The Conjur-
ing” during the summer, when it was too 
hot to sleep with my feet tucked under the 
blanket.

 Heat aside, I could not bear the thought 
of leaving my feet dangling out, ready for 
an evil demon to pluck. I resolutely tucked 

my feet in and en-
dured the sweltering 
hot discomfort that 
followed. 

At long last, I 
drifted off into an 
uneasy sleep, only 
to awaken suddenly 
while it was still dark.  
Yearning for daylight, 
but afraid that move-
ment would attract 
the attentions of an 
evil spirit, I refused to 

even glance at my alarm clock. 
“The Conjuring” coincidentally empha-

sized the “witching hour,” or 3:17 am, and 
I drove myself mad, wondering whether I 
had woken at the “witching hour.” What 
other reason could there be for this sudden 
disturbance of rest?

I lay there in terror, certain that my 
doom was imminent. I calmed down only 
when I heard a bird chirping outside my 
window. (My reasoning: Birds don’t chirp 
at 3 a.m., and birds don’t appear in horror 
movies except as having died “mysteri-
ously.” Hence, sure as heliocentricity, I was 
completely safe.) 

The long-lasting effects of  “The Conjur-
ing” far outweighed the pleasure, but after 
a while, I noticed that my fears had faded 
somewhat. 

I no longer checked under the bed in fits 
of paranoia and I gathered up the courage 
to sleep with my feet out once more. 

It seems that the extreme fright factor of 
“The Conjuring” has made me immune to 
milder horror movies and interested in see-
ing more.  Perhaps someday, I will muster 
up enough courage to watch other classic 
horror films. 

My attitude has changed from unshak-
able refusal to whole hearted embrace-
ment. Bring on the jolting orchestral scores! 
And the jump scares too, why not? 

You see, after a whole year of recovery, 
I can finally answer the question posed in 
the movie’s basement scene; yes, I wanna 
play. u

Horror movie experience results in emotional catastrophe

Naturally, I have resorted to 
thinking about a rational 
explanation for this occurance ... 
I am not willing to try it again. 

kelly jelly
bean

Kelly Xiao

AS HALLOWEEN NEARS,  STUDENTS 
RECALL FUNNY AND SPOOKY 
STORIES FROM HALLOWEENS PAST

The long lasting effects 
of “The Conjuring” far 
out-weighed the pleasure, 
but after a while, I noticed 
that my fears had faded. 

-Lauren Louie

-Becky Hoag

FALCON // BECKY HOAG

FALCON // LAUREN LOUIE
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Dancer leaves cultural comfort to pursue modern dance

POLICE BOXPUBLIC
CALL

Peter Capaldi: just what the doctor ordered

I didn’t expect to love Peter Capaldi. 
In fact, I didn’t even expect to like him. 
When I watched a BBC special introduc-
ing him as the 12th Doctor (or 13th, if 
one counts the War Doctor), I was flab-
bergasted. I inched closer to my TV to 
get a better look at the thin, wiry man 
with gray hair, awkwardly waving with 
both hands and adjusting his jacket, an 
impish grin on his face. He couldn’t be 
the next Doctor. He was just so old.

Fifty-five years old at the time he was 
cast, Capaldi ties for the most elderly 
Doctor with William Hartnell, the First 
Doctor ever. But whereas Hartnell had 
the luxury of being a fresh face in a new 
show, Capaldi is No. 12 in the list of be-
loved actors who have played the lead 
role in the show’s more than 50-year his-
tory. Capaldi’s job has been made even 

tougher by the fact that he is following 
30-something actors David Tennant and 
Matt Smith.

I knew as soon as I saw Capaldi that 
“Doctor Who” would now be 
taking a new direction. 
The show’s writers of-
ten match appearances 
with personality 
traits: Christopher 
Eccleston’s somber 
face lent itself well 
to the role of the 
Ninth Doctor, who 
was always clad in 
his signature leather 
jacket, and Matt 
Smith’s charmingly 
big ears and goofy 
smile underscored 
his quirky qualities 
as the 11th.

Capaldi’s age 
alone told me that 
the show was des-
tined to grow a 
shade darker; we 
would not be see-

ing him eat fish fingers and custard any 
time soon. But I wondered, then, exactly 
what we would be seeing.

I got my answer in late Au-
gust, when I miracu-

lously found the time 
to watch the Season 
8 premiere. I was at 
once entranced by 
Capaldi’s bewilder-
ing interpretation of 
the Doctor: He is a 
man riddled by de-
mons and confused 
about his own iden-
tity. The initial shock 
of Capaldi’s age 
wears off as soon as 
he makes a self-dep-
recating joke about 
it, and then we were 
off. 

The first episode 
left me hopeful for 
the future, and in the 
following weeks, I 
have not been disap-
pointed. Capaldi has 

effortlessly continued the show’s tradi-
tion of fluctuating between lightheart-
edness and profundity, humor and seri-
ousness. His version of the Doctor asks 
big questions — “Can there be a good 
Dalek?”, “Am I a good man?”, “Am I 
ever really alone?” — but intersperses 
them with little ones (my personal fa-
vorite: “How can Robin Hood be real?!)

At his core, the 12th Doctor seems 
plagued with inner turmoil, but he has 
his funny moments as well (case and 
point: He wins a sword fight using only 
a spoon in one episode). What sets him 
apart from previous Doctors is his more 
grim outlook on life; he contrasts sharp-
ly with Matt Smith’s cool bow ties and 
signature Fez. 

The more episodes I have watched, 
the more Capaldi has intrigued me with 
his tortured and capricious personality. 
His dour expression and adorable Scot-
tish accent certainly haven’t hurt either. 

Despite my initial reservations, Ca-
paldi has quickly wormed his way into 
my heart, and I look forward to more 
adventures to come with this stern-faced 
enigma of a man. uGRAPHIC BYJANE PARK

Rachel Hull

the 
Hull-k

Humans of Saratoga High attracts wide audience

“iPhone 6. Bigger than bigger.” 
Open the Apple website, and this is 

the first block of text that fills the screen, 
accompanied by a large image of the 
new iPhone 6 and its counterpart, the 
iPhone 6 plus.

But what exactly does “bigger than 
bigger” mean? What is Apple saying 
that its new product is bigger than? It 
is simply impossible to discern any-
thing from this vague statement.  Every 
time Apple releases a new product, yet 
another of these meaningless phrases 
mesmerizes millions of people viewing 
the page. 

Though its past products introduced 
interesting new features such as the 
iPhone 5S home button’s fingerprint 
reader, Apple’s innovative sense has 
greatly declined.   

To match Samsung and HTC’s larg-
er phones with 5-inch-long diagonals, 
Apple has increased the new iPhone’s 
screen to have a 4.7 inch diagonal — 
almost an inch longer than the iPhone 
5’s 4 inch diagonal, while the iPhone 6 
Plus has a massive 5.5 in. diagonal. If 
this trend is continued, the new iPhones 
will soon become the size of tablets.                                   

Though Apple claims its new prod-
ucts to have a “smooth metal surface 
that seamlessly meets the new Retina 
HD display,” this is nothing new to the 
electronic industry. 

In fact, Apple is spending too much 
effort on making its product look sleek 
and appealing rather than creating 
more innovative features such as wire-
less charging. The phone is slimmer 
than ever before, but many websites 
have shown them to bend easily (most 
notoriously, in tight pants pockets).

Additionally, Apple’s new iOS soft-
ware introduces Apple Pay — “Your 

wallet. Without the wallet.” It is a new, 
contactless way to pay for purchases 
via mobile device.

The new system saves users from 
having to scramble through their vari-
ous cards. Though Apple claims that 
its new setup keeps card number and 
identity encrypted from merchants and 
Apple servers, no transaction details 
are stored; you will never be 
able to see your previous 
payments. Additional-
ly, the new “secure” 
system is likely to 
introduce risks 
of mass iden-
t i t y - t h e f t 
and hacking 
of card in-
formation. 

T h e 
A p p l e 
w e b s i t e 
c l a i m s 
the new 
iPhone to 
have new 
f e a t u r e s , 
but many 
of these are 
simply repeti-
tive and generic. 
A bigger and bet-
ter display, a powerful 
and efficient chip, a better 
camera, faster wireless and iOS 
8 (“the biggest iOS release ever”) — do 
these sound familiar?

Ultimately, the new iPhone is only 
worth your money if you’re looking 
for a replacement of an old, broken 
phone. Apple falls short of many of 
the features of other phone companies, 
such as Android’s widgets, personal-
ized keyboards and customized home 
screens. u

BY DorrieTang

Whenever a new iPhone comes out, 
seemingly everyone in the modern 
world wants to own one. The iPhone 6 
does not disappoint, and it is rumored 
that people have heard angels sing 
when they pulled the device out of the 
box for the first time.

The iPhone 6 truly is a “smart 
phone.” With a faster pro-

cessor than its prede-
cessors, the iPhone 

6 downloads 
every app 

quickly and 
efficiently. 

Even surf-
ing the 
Internet 
is  faster. 

O n 
top of 
t h i s , 
o w n -
ers were 
p l e a s -

a n t l y 
s u r p r i s e d 

when they 
found out that 

the camera actu-
ally works. 
In previous ver-

sions of the phone, many 
struggled with taking pictures 

because the camera either took too long 
to load or photos turned out blurry or 
grainy. 

The iPhone 6 has high resolution 
and takes pictures in great detail and 
vibrancy. It even has added features 
such as time-lapse to vary the kinds of 
videos users can  take. 

Even though there have been con-
cerns about the large size of the iPhone 

6, the designers clearly kept people 
with hands of all sizes in mind. Now, 
it’s easier to send text messages to oth-
ers without worrying about elongated 
fingers accidentally pressing something 
else. 

To make it easier to turn off the 
phone, the power button has been 
moved to the right side so that people 
with small hands don’t have to reach all 
the way to the top––a simple yet effec-
tive addition.

Contributing to technology world-
wide, Apple has come up with a new 
program called Apple Pay only com-
patible with the iPhone 6. This new 
feature is a salvation for those who are 
victims of identity theft. 

Credit cards make it much easier 
for thieves to hack and steal money, 
but Apple is the first successful com-
pany to create a product that reduces 
the increasing rate of fraud. Since pay-
ments are completed with Touch ID, it 
is nearly impossible for others to steal 
money because no one has the same fin-
gerprint. 

To teach customers how the iPhone 
works, Apple has provided an app 
called Tips, which sends weekly advice 
on how to run the phone more efficient-
ly. 

The best advice is that if the screen 
is too big to manage, the phone lets the 
home page scroll down so that it’s easy 
to reach with just two light taps. These 
added features should pacify the com-
plaints of those who dislike the iPhone 
6. 

With its numerous benefits, the new 
iPhone 6 is a technological heaven. 
Starting at $199, the iPhone 6 isn’t cheap, 
but millions have already bought it and 
started to become awestruck and ad-
dicted to its splendor. Once again, Ap-
ple has successfully impressed me.  u

Bent on the next generation: the iPhone 6 
DOES BIGGER TRULY MEAN BETTER? THINNER, TALLER AND GREATER 

Be watchful for a student with a 
camera: one click of the shutter, and 
you may end up in the spotlight of an 
audience of thousands on Facebook.

With 1,749 likes and counting, the 
Facebook page “Humans of Saratoga 
High” (HOSH) has grown to be a fa-
vorite among students and teachers 
alike. The page mirrors Brandon Stan-
ton’s Humans of New York (HONY). 

Run by busy students, HOSH tries 
to post on Facebook several times a 
week. This usually consists of a photo 
of a person or a group of people and a 
caption that quotes part of the conver-
sation with the photographer. These 

vary from light-hearted to personal, 
family matters to classroom vignettes.

The page was created last October 
as an idea brought to ASB. 

“[Assistant principal Kerry] Moh-
nike came to alumni Maggie Sun, 
Grace Ma and [me] on a random day 
last year with the idea, and we basical-
ly went from there,” said junior Luke 
Salin, who has been running the page 
since the beginning. 

Since its start, 125 photos of various 
students and staff members in different 
locations, settings and circumstances 
around the school have been posted. 

“HOSH is very enlightening, and 
it makes me happy to see my friends 
and peers expressing their feelings and 
thoughts on life at our school,” junior 

Samir Vaidya said. “The photographers 
have done a great job of accurately de-
picting life on campus through the pic-
tures.”

The HOSH team consists of Salin 
and four anonymous photographers. 
Salin prefers to keep their identities a 
secret, but ensures that they’ve done a 
great job as of yet.

“Some of the most engaging posts 
of the year have been from them, and 
that couldn’t make me more proud,” 
Salin said. “Three will be graduating 
this year, which I don’t want to think 
about right now, but the fourth is a ju-
nior and will help me carry HOSH on 
once we’re seniors.”

HOSH has inspired efforts at both 
Monta Vista and Lynbrook High 

School. 
The page has grown to be more than 

a perspective into the lives of Saratoga 
High; comments and messages sent to 
the page reveal praise and apprecia-
tion for HOSH’s work, as posts have 
reached audiences and schools around 
America.

Salin doesn’t know what will hap-
pen with the site when he graduates 
in 2016, and whether he’ll pass it onto 
incoming grades. For the time being, 
he is grateful for HOSH’s strength and 
growth in just a year.

“[HOSH] has helped me make 
friends and I’ve definitely matured 
as a person because of it,” Salin said. 
“It’s the only thing I’ve done that I am 
proud of with no regrets.” u

BY JadeBisht
& EllenWu

Nearly every girl has been nudged 
into a dance studio, in the hope that she 
will grow up to be as graceful as a bal-
lerina. 

And while many refuse to continue 
after a few years, some will persevere in 
weekly classes despite the list of respon-
sibilities that expands with age. 

Freshman Caitlyn Chen is one of the 
few who did not give up. Indeed, her 
dedication is such that many days she 
spends two to three hours at Studio 10 
Dance in San Jose. However, this was 
not always the case.

Caitlyn started dancing when she was 
only 4, each class filling a tedious slot in 
her schedule. She had no real motiva-
tion for the amount of work and physi-
cal training that dancing required and 
didn’t put much effort into her practices. 

“Chinese dance was something I 
thought I should do just because my 
sister and all my cousins did it,” Caitlyn 
said. “I couldn’t have cared less about 
pointing my feet in time to weird Chi-
nese classical music.” 

Week after week, Caitlyn continued 
to attend hour-long practices, discour-
aged by the criticisms that her teacher 
shouted in her face. 

The physical discomfort that came 
with each practice, paired with the emo-
tional abuse that rained on her shoul-
ders, only made her more indifferent 
and unappreciative. 

“We would do middle splits against 
the wall, and our teacher would use the 
heel of her clicky dance shoes to shove 
us  closer to the wall,” Caitlyn said. “If 

you resisted, she would yell at you in 
Chinese.”

This trend continued for the next 
eight years. She showed up. She danced. 
She went home.

But at a birthday party in seventh 
grade, she saw one of her friends do 
eight pirouettes, a complicated type of 
dance turn. Caitlyn’s interest in dance 
began to sprout as she started to watch 
dance shows and admired famous danc-
ers like Sophia Lucia and Ricky Ubeda 
on YouTube and realizing that dancing 
could actually be … fun. 

Soon after, Caitlyn signed herself up 
for classes at Studio 10 Dance, which 
provided classes on a variety of modern 
dance styles.

“My mom and I kept discouraging 
Caitlyn from going to a new studio,” 
said senior Sabrina Chen, Caitlyn’s 
older sister. “At the time, YaoYong was 
like a second home to me, and I thought 
it was the same way for her. When she 
signed up online all by herself, we were 
shocked; it was so unlike something our 
timid Caitlyn would do.” 

The change was a good one. 
“The teachers were encouraging, not 

threatening. The students wanted to 
be there, unlike the Chinese kids [who 
were]  dragged to class by their parents,” 
Caitlyn said. “I wanted to go back every 
day, to try jazz, then lyrical, even hip-
hop.”

Seeing how much she loved the new 
studio, Caitlyn’s parents began to use 
dance as a motivational factor, using it 
to get her to do math. 

“It was a one-for-one deal. One hour 
of geometry equals one hour at the stu-
dio,” Caitlyn said. “For some reason, it 

made the time I had at the studio even 
more valuable, like a reward.”

She threw herself into her newly cho-
sen art forms, lyrical and contemporary 
most prominently, making up for her 
former lack of motivation with the most 
intensive dancing she had ever done. 
She stretched every day. She did core 
and back exercises. 

When the teacher advised another 
student, Caitlyn would pretend she had 
been corrected herself, so as to achieve 
double the advice from each lesson.

At first, Caitlyn struggled to keep up 
with the other girls who had been danc-
ing these styles for years. Chinese dance 
had given her the flexibility, but that was 
about all she had. 

“My spins were out of control and I 
hardly left the floor when I leapt,” Cait-
lyn said. “It took almost six months for 
me to learn the simple techniques that 
the other girls had already acquired.” 

In 2013 Caitlyn auditioned for and 
got into the performance group. This 
summer, she tried out and became the 
seventh member of the senior company.

Since the switch, she has perfected 
new moves, priding herself in her ac-
complishments in a way that she had 
never known at YaoYong. 

“Dancing has consumed so much of 
my time, but it’s where I want all my ex-
tra time and energy to go,” Caitlyn said. 
“And hey, sometimes I do need a break 
from math homework.” u

BY TrevorLeung
& KellyXiao

Freshman Caitlyn Chen flaunts her dancing as she does grand battement on the railroad.

After a much awaited season premier, the second 
season of the FOX TV series “Brooklyn Nine-Nine” 
is ready to air after a six-month hiatus. Stars of the 
show include Andy Samberg, who plays Detective 
Jake Peralta; Melissa Fumero, who plays Detective 
Amy Santiago; and Terry Crews, who plays Sergeant 
Terry Jeffers are ready to hit the screen again ready to 
further the show’s plot.

The series follows Peralta and his colleagues in the 
99th precinct of the New York Police Department. The 
group pulls off comedic shenanigans while working 
as high-ranking cops. The show places an emphasis 
on the lighthearted side of police work, gaining view-

ers with its bizarre scenes, clever jokes and unique 
characters.

Season 1 of the series ends with Peralta going un-
dercover to undertake a national investigation that 
requires him to genuinely be “fired” from the pre-
cinct. Because there are moles in the NYPD who work 
for the criminals he is trying to bust, Peralta agrees to 
embark on this mission, unsure about what would 
happen to him in the time that he is away.

Jake returns in season two unhurt and success-
ful, capturing a group of criminals high on the FBI’s 
Most Wanted List. Returning to his normal duties at 
the 99th precinct, Jake finds it hard to confront his 
colleague Amy, whom he had professed his love to at 
the end of the first season before going undercover.

 Amy, now in another relationship, finds herself 
hesitant to speak and interact with Jake the way she 
used to. Eventually at the end of the first episode, 
they decide to remain friends and their old friend-
ship is rekindled.

“Brooklyn Nine-Nine,” although only a year old, 
brings very juvenile humor to a seemingly intense 
working environment to deliver the message that not 
everything in a police station has to be serious. 

The second season of this show promises to be 
comical yet enticing with rich new plotlines sure to 
keep viewers all over the world on the edge of their 
seats throughout. The characters are sure to provide 
the show’s audience with more episodes of insane 
adventures and good friendships. u

‘Brooklyn Nine-Nine’ returns for second season 
BY AnantRajeev

Courtesy of HUMANS OF SARATOGA HIGH
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 Sheldon Cooper hates change. He 
adheres to a strict hygiene routine every 
morning, does his laundry every Satur-
day evening and knocks on every door 
precisely three times before entering a 
room. He is a man of structure. And it 
makes sense: There is no point in chang-
ing something that doesn’t need to be 
changed.

Which is exactly what we’d like to 
tell the writers of “The Big Bang The-
ory.” Sheldon Cooper is a comic-book-
loving, quantum-physics-studying, 
awkward-hugging, laundry-folding, 
door-knocking genius of a man. He is 
unbelievably annoying, frustrating and 
infuriating. And it works.

Throughout the seventh season of the 
hit sitcom, however, it seemed as if the 
show’s writers were trying to change 
him. In fact, the entire gang, consisting 
of Sheldon’s roommate, Leonard and 
their friends Raj and Howard has grown 
rather one-dimensional and bland.

The past few seasons have revealed 
major changes for the core characters. 
Howard and his newly wed Berna-
dette are now a stable couple and have 
settled into the humdrum of married 
life. Penny and Leonard were once a 
mismatched pair, but their engagement 
and solidity as a couple have detracted 
from the spontaneity of their relation-
ship. Even Raj, who was once unable to 
speak to women without the aid of alco-
hol, has built a relationship. 

And while it is nice to see that the 
gang has made some progress, it seems 
as if the writers have lost touch with the 
essence of the characters.

The four “nerds” were, at one point, 
cringe-worthily awkward and rather 
robotic in their speech and movements. 
But fans loved it: We loved Sheldon’s 
roommate agreement (and his relation-
ship agreement and his schedule for 
bowel movements); we loved Raj for his 
inability to speak to women; we even 
loved (well, liked) Howard, insensitive 
jokes and all. 

There was something endearing 
about the fact that they were miles away 
from perfect, but that they did what 
they loved despite the strict guidelines 
that society set for them.

Ultimately, that’s what it is all about. 
In its essence, “The Big Bang Theory” 
is about not conforming. It’s about the 
passion that the gang has for their work. 
It’s about eccentricity and instability. 

Sheldon, Leonard, Howard and Raj 
may not be strong or able to speak to 
large numbers of people without stut-
tering. They may be klutzy and unbal-
anced and perhaps even a little crazy 
(although Sheldon will deny it), but 
they have the courage to openly love 
the strange, the weird, the abnormal.

As the eighth season goes into full 
swing, all we can hope is that the hi-
larious, timeless jokes that once made 
“The Big Bang Theory” the show it is, 
as well as the core characters’ quirks, 
will return. These lovable geeks help 
us remember that although 
the world is con-
stantly pressuring 
us to change, it is 
all right to go against 
the current, to be 
unstable and per-
haps even a little 
crazy. u

‘The Big Bang Theory’ 
loses stellar reputation 
BY MeganaIyer
& FionaSequeira

When 15-year-old sophomore Esha 
Krishnamoorthy thinks about her future, 
she imagines what her life would be like 
to sing for a living: on the massive stage 
of Madison Square Garden, the multi-
colored lights blaring, the crowd roar-
ing, the microphone held in her hand. 

Of course, this is just a dream, but it is 
one Krishnamoorthy is pursuing. 

A proficient pianist, guitarist, percus-
sionist and vocalist, Krishnamoorthy 
has performed about 25 recitals and 
competitions.

Although extracurriculars and 

schoolwork take up much of her time, 
practicing each instrument for at least 15 
minutes a day remains her main priority.  

“I make sure to get music in because 
it relaxes me and releases built-up ten-
sion,” Krishnamoorthy said. “It’s like 
therapy for me.” 

Despite hours of recording, Krish-
namoorthy believes that without an offi-
cial agent, she will not be able to submit 
her music to major labels. She has been 
searching for agents by reaching out to 
record labels throughout Los Angeles, 
including Hollywood Records, Inc. and 
The Agency group.

In order to land in the big leagues of 

the music industry, Krishnamoorthy has 
also promoted her music via Facebook, 
Instagram, Soundcloud and YouTube.  

Krishnamoorthy also entered a com-
petition through the app, Starmaker, in 
which she uploaded a cover of the song 
“Rather Be.” People voted for their fa-
vorite cover and the winner got a chance 
to perform in Clean Bandit’s concert. 
However, she came short on votes.  

“I was a bit disappointed that I didn’t 
win, but I didn’t let it affect me because 
it’s not like this is the only competition,” 
said Krishnamoorthy. “My dad always 
tells me everything happens for a reason 
so I just think that there’s something bet-

ter in store for me in the future and that I 
just have to keep performing and work-
ing hard.”

Rather than aspiring to be like a par-
ticular pop star, Krishnamoorthy works 
to follow her own instincts and passions 
and hopes her audience will connect 
with her style. 

With hopes of stardom ahead, Krish-
namoorthy says that music is the only 
career for her.

“I would hate it if I had to spend 
hours working in a place that I don’t 
even enjoy. Music is the only career I’d 
love every second of,” Krishnamoorthy 
said.  u

Miranda Sings, a satirical YouTube 
character played by singer Colleen 
Ballinger, is incredibly hard to emulate. 
Originally aiming to mock singers on the 
Internet who have no talent at all, Ball-
inger developed an entire way of think-
ing, speaking, acting and dancing for 
Miranda, and avid fans easily spot her 
strange quirks. 

When I accepted the challenge to 
speak like Miranda for a day, I was so 
sure that it would be easy — both of us 
are sarcastic, egoistic and fabulous. I’m 
just missing the unmistakably bright red 
lipstick and her vibrato skills. 

But the outcome couldn’t have been 
further from my prediction.

Miranda wears old, baggy button 
down shirts and sweats. Her hair is 
pinned all the way back, so as to make 
her forehead seem as big as possible. 

But her most recognizable feature is the 
bright red lipstick that is smeared past 
the lines of her lips.

But rather than try to look as absurd 
— sorry, as fabulous — as Miranda, I 
tried to mimic her personality. She is 
blissfully unaware of how terrible her 
voice sounds, believes she is good at 
everything and refuses to hear anything 
different.

Much to the confusion of my friends, 
I continuously rambled on about how 
fantastic I was, and I tried to give “vocal 
lessons” to whoever was around, wheth-
er they would listen or not.

Miranda exaggerates all her words, 
opening her mouth wide for some sylla-
bles, while mumbling others. In a nasal 
pitch, she “accidentally” mispronounces 
her words, saying “Susscribe” for sub-
scribe and “quetchion” for question 
— which earned me several concerned 
looks when I tried to mimic her affec-
tation. When she sings, she opens her 
mouth as wide as she can to hit the high 
notes, and then indistinctly murmurs 
the low-pitched parts, paying absolutely 
no mind to key or rhythm. 

I was only able to say a couple of Mi-

randa’s signature phrases (“Squishy,” 
“That’s easy,” and “Hey guys, it’s me 
Amulya!”). Carrying on entire conver-
sations in Miranda-speak was nearly 
impossible for me because I sounded so 
ridiculous that I didn’t know if I actually 
sounded like Miranda.

I must have done something right, 
though, because my accent was recog-
nized several times throughout the day, 
even without the ratty shirts and exces-
sive lipstick. For example, the moment I 
started to greet my best friend Michelle 
Xu in character that morning, she threw 
her head back and laughed, “Miranda 
Sings?” 

On the other hand, I got a couple 
strange looks from people who didn’t 
know who I was trying to imitate. Usu-
ally I’m pretty outgoing, but some of 
my classmates were completely baffled. 
They searched my face for whether I was 
serious or not. Several people saw my 
eyebrows twitching like Miranda’s, and 
asked if I was OK, which I thought was 
hilarious. 

Sadly, the reactions I got were a lot 
more anti-climactic than I had imagined 
they would be. Most people I talked to 

acted as if nothing was off once they re-
alized that I was not going to stop speak-
ing like Miranda.

But keeping up the act completely 
slipped my mind once I got to my sixth-
period P.E. class. Caught up in an en-
thralling game of ultimate frisbee and 
all the five warmups that came with it, 
it was too hard to concentrate on both 
talking like Miranda and not tripping 
over my feet. I fell out of character, and 
failed my challenge in the last period of 
the day.

So close. 
While my at-

tempt was ad-
mirable, I am 
ashamed to 
report to 
my fellow 
Mirfandas 
that sadly 
no, I  can-
not talk   
like Mi-
r a n d a 
Sings for 
an entire 
day.  u

Can you talk like Miranda Sings for a day?

Amulya Vadlakonda

amulyan
bucks

New Smash Club relieves stress for students

After a seven-year hiatus, the long 
awaited fourth installment to the Su-
per Smash Bros. series is being released 
on two consoles: the Nintendo 3DS and 
the Nintendo Wii U.

It’s been a while since Nintendo, the 
successful Japanese gaming giant, has 
released an installment of the popular 
Super Smash Bros. Franchise.

 Emerging in 1999, the first game, 
simply titled Super Smash Brothers, 
was an instant hit in Japan, prompting 
Nintendo to release copies of the game 
in English. 

Since then, the game has become 
incredibly popular and had two more 
games released on the Nintendo 
Gamecube and Nintendo Wii, titled 
Super Smash Brothers Melee and Su-
per Smash Brothers Brawl.

The premise of the game is a cartoon 
style fighting game showcasing differ-
ent characters from many different 
Nintendo series and franchises. 

The list includes Mario, Samus from 
the Metroid series, Link from the Leg-
end of Zelda series and Pikachu from 
the Pokemon series. 

Unlike their predecessors, which 
had a name like “brawl” or “melee,” 

the new games are simply titled Super 
Smash Bros. for Wii U/ 3DS. 

The games’ developers have re-
leased footage showcasing the new 
characters of the game that were not 
featured in previous installments, such 
as  Mega Man, Pac-Man and a villager 
from the Animal Crossing series.

In addition to the new characters, 
new stages from popular handheld 
games will appear in the 3DS version.

Similarly famous and recognizable 
stages from console games will also be 
appearing in the Wii U version. 

Some players complain that nothing 
really revolutionary has been done on 
this front, while on the other hand oth-
ers consider the new iteration just an-
other take on the already near-perfect 
formula.

The Nintendo 3DS version of the 
game was released on Sept. 13 in Ja-
pan, just a few weeks before its Ameri-
can release date of Oct. 3. 

The game has already garnered sev-
eral positive reviews, scoring nine out 
of 10 on a website called Computers 
and Video Games. 

Dedicated players will be judging 
for themselves this month and test-
ing out the new games that are sure 
to make a lasting impression on the 
Smash community as a whole. u

 

The world has yet again been taken 
aback by the widely popular and highly 
addictive FIFA 15, the latest of Electronic 
Arts (EA) Sports’ annual FIFA video 
games, released on Sept. 23.    

FIFA is a soccer-based video game, 
which allows players to compete online 
against people from all over the world. 

The FIFA franchise, now in its 22nd 
year, has millions of fans. 

From the addition of new players and 
new leagues to the improvement in the 
actual in-game player physics, FIFA 15 
creates a new atmosphere of athletic re-
ality. 

This allows it to surpass any other 
previous FIFA game. 

One key shift in FIFA 15 is the defen-
sive mentality of the players in the game. 
In several of their previous FIFA games, 
EA has allowed easy access to effective 
player defense with the pressing of just 
one button on the controller. 

In the new game, however, EA has 
disabled that feature and now requires 
players to tactically defend and mind-
fully control their on-screen players to 
win the ball back, outlining the compa-
ny’s desire to offer a more realistic and 
dynamic representation of the sport. 

FIFA 15 also boasts the addition of a 

new foundation for FIFA Ultimate Team, 
a game mode allowing players to build 
their own team, manage a franchise and 
gain money to purchase new in-game 
players and new “packs,” groups of un-
known footballers that the player must 
purchase based on their rating. 

Additionally, in the actual game play, 
all 20 stadiums of the teams in England’s 
Barclays Premier League will be fea-
tured for the first time.

The game will also include its fair 
share of less popular stadiums such as 
Amsterdam Arena, home of Ajax FC in 
the Netherlands and the Netherlands 
national team, and BC Place in Vancou-
ver, British Columbia, home of Major 
League Soccer’s Vancouver Whitecaps.

EA has been subject to a lot of criti-
cism by people all over the world who 
are confused about their yearly FIFA 
games and what the difference in each 
game actually is. 

To some people, FIFA 15 may be con-
sidered “just another video game,” but 
with EA’s determination to improve the 
game, it becomes a haven for friendly 
competition and an example of the pos-
sibilities of virtual reality.

As a longtime owner of the FIFA 
games, I am ready to make FIFA 15 the 
last, and I couldn’t be more excited to 
end my career with it. u

BY AnantRajeev

BY MayaPrasad

BY ArjunRamanathan
& RotemShaked

ELECTRONIC ARTS (EA) SPORTS 
PROMOTES MANY NEW FEATURES 

NINTENDO IMPRESSES WITH LONG 
AWAITED FOURTH INSTALLMENT

‘Boyhood’ brings back 12 years of childhood

A young boy with calm eyes stares up 
at the sky while he sits by himself in the 
back of a rather wooden, old-fashioned 
house. While watching the other neigh-
borhood children wrestle in the mud, 
he overhears his parents arguing about 
their marriage. Just hours later, the same 
boy, now with thickened brows, broad 
shoulders and a slender jaw is leaving 
his now stable home environment and 
heading off to college.

“Boyhood,” directed by Richard Lin-
klater, is a coming-of-age film that tells 
the story of a child named Mason Evans, 
played by actor Ellar Coltrane, who lit-
erally matures in front of the audience’s 
eyes. The film touches upon all sorts of 
adolescent challenges, including loss, 
peer pressure and bullying.

But what makes this film different 
is that the actors filmed segments over 

multiple years. The director followed 
Mason for 12 years. There is no inten-
tion in the showing of great action or a 
climax. The movie simply allows view-
ers to observe the daily life and matura-
tion of Mason and 
his family as he 
grows up.

T h r o u g h o u t 
his adolescence, 
Mason experienc-
es real, honest hu-
man experiences, 
such as moving 
from different 
schools and even changing families and 
lifestyles as he grows up. He also watch-
es his mom go through three divorces 
and questions his sole purpose in life.

Linklater incorporates general prob-
lems that most young people face 
throughout the steps to adulthood in 
Mason’s life. These include peer pres-
sure, bullying and family issues.

 As the film follows Mason, a boy 
with an imperfect and broken life, there 
is a sense of understanding and shared 
emotion between Mason and the audi-
ence, allowing viewers to reflect upon 

their own experi-
ences. 

Throughout the 
12 filmed years of 
Mason’s life, Lin-
klater also integrates 
the constant change 
of mood through 
his choice of music. 
These songs, which 

are mainly alternative and indie rock, 
are not only appropriate choices for the 
scenes, but also give a feel for the rela-
tionships played out. 

Music styles from the last decade re-
mind the audience that the movie was 
filmed over a long period of time, with 
hits from the 2000s being played at par-
ties and popping up in random conver-

sation.
The entire soundtrack is suitable to 

show the development of a child, start-
ing with the song “Summer Noon” by 
Tweedy, which suggests the innocent 
and carefree feelings of young children 
and ending with “Deep Blue” by Arcade 
Fire, which adds a sense of nostalgia to 
the film. 

Of course, what sets “Boyhood” apart 
other films is its the unique approach. 
The process of continuously filming a 
group of actors for several years is time 
and money consuming, but the final 
product is impressive.

Though the movie is highly touching, 
it lasts for almost three hours and may be 
too tedious for some to watch all at once. 
But with its groundbreaking approach, 
“Boyhood” creates situations younger 
viewers will easily relate to and brings 
back memories for the older generations 
and is well worth seeing in theaters or 
on DVD. u

BY JennyQian
& EllenWu

There is a sense of 
understanding and 

shared emotion between 
Mason and the audience.

A new club, the “Smash Club,” established by ju-
nior Naved Krishnamurthy serves to prove the popu-
larity associated with the game among high school-
ers by allowing them a time to practice their skills in 
the game against real people, as well as opening up 
an avenue for the community service that the global 
Smash community has become known for. 

Within the competitive Smash scene, many tour-
naments have held fundraisers in support of a charity 
called “Child’s Play” that provides video games to 
hospitalized children, and the Smash Club hopes to 
do the same.

During Club Day, Smash Club had around 80 sign-
ups, demonstrating its success. The club aspires to 
give students a sweet release from the harsh workday 
with a popular form of entertainment, and is even 
in talks about having a tournament with Los Gatos 

High School, who has also recently established their 
own Smash Club. 

Krishnamurthy, a co-president of the new club, is 
an avid fan of the Super Smash series and is excited 
about the new games. 

“The game is just awesome because of how fast 
and competitive it can get,” Krishnamurthy said. 
“There are no limits of play, and Smash has the dual 
capability of a competitive game and a game to just 
have fun playing with friends.” u

BY ArjunRamanathan
& RotemShaked

Sophomore singer aims to create unique style
GRAPHIC BY ROTEM SHAKED

  GRAPHIC BY HELEN CHEN

GRAPHIC BY ROTEM SHAKED
GRAPHIC BY JANE PARK
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Squinting past the billowing cloud 
of dust that obscured my vision, I held 
my camera up and started clicking away. 
A lioness was watching her three small 
cubs roll and play about in the tall grass, 
not 10 feet away. One of the cubs sud-
denly paused and glanced up at the 15 
Jeeps gathered in a loose circle around 
them. 

I was in Africa. 
My family and I were on a two-and-

a-half week safari that took us to five na-
tional parks around central and south-
ern Kenya.

At the Maasai Mara National Park, 
The Great Migration, an annual migra-
tion of millions of wildebeest and ze-
bra to the Maasai Mara from Tanzania, 
was in full force. Wildebeests roamed 
the grounds, forming huge lines that 
stretched across the plains. Of course, 
this meant that the predators were out 
too.

As afternoon approached, we were 
alerted about a pride of lionesses with 
cubs not far away, and we immediately 
sped off in that direction.

Upon arriving, our driver pointed 
out a pride of 10 lionesses slowly mak-
ing their way toward us and explained 
that they would try to bring down one 
of the wildebeests just across the river. 
The concentration in their eyes and the 
tension in their muscles were terrifying. 

Because there were so many Land 
Rovers watching the scene, the lionesses 
used them as a way to hide from their 
prey. Suddenly, our driver told me, in a 
somewhat panicked tone, to slowly get 
down from the roof of our Jeep. Before 
I did, however, I quickly glanced down 
and had the biggest shock of my life.

A lioness was slowly walking right 
beside our Jeep, her coat brushing the 
outside of the vehicle. If I had reached 
my hand out, I would have been able to 
pet her. I was so stunned that I forgot to 
take pictures, but I will never forget the 
moment she made eye contact with me 
as I cautiously sat back down. 

Because the park was nearing its 
closing time, we had to leave before the 
lionesses actually started their hunt, 
much to my disappointment. Nonethe-
less, the day was a success, as my family 
had spotted 31 lions in a single day. 

Aside from the game drives, we also 
had the opportunity to visit a nearby 
tribal Maasai village, where  we were 
welcomed by three young Maasai men, 
all dressed in bright, vibrant sarong-like 
wraps. 

At the entrance, a line of women, 
who were dressed in even more colorful 
wraps adorned with decorative beads, 
started to sing a traditional welcoming 
song for visitors. The women were sing-
ing in groups, and each group jumped 
forward when their part of the song ar-
rived. The song was a lighthearted and 
beautiful rhythmic chant.

I fell in love with their culture almost 
instantly and how they always tried to 
make the best of what was provided. 
They were such positive people; it felt 
like a home away from home.

We started the tour with a look inside 
of a traditional Maasai house. It was 
quite  cramped, with only two rooms: a 
kitchen and a bedroom. I could see how 
the smoke and soot from the stove had 
collected on the ceiling in thin ropes.

It was quite shocking to see how sim-
ply they lived, compared to the luxuri-
ous, expensive homes in Saratoga. While 
I had trouble living without Internet for 
just two weeks, the Maasai live without 
electricity on a daily basis.

Next, the Maasai explained some of 
their rituals and ceremonies. The tribe is 
heavily reliant on their hunters, and the 
men told of fighting off lions and steal-
ing their kills for the village.

By the end of the day, our family had 
amazing souvenirs to take home from 

the Maasai: antique masks, a spear that 
had been in one of the warrior’s family 
for generations and two ebony staffs.

Now I know how people feel when 
they say that a trip to Africa is the trip 
of a lifetime. I have memories that I will 
never forget. u

Biracial: half indian, half white, fully bothered

“What are you?”
Without fail, this question has rudely 

barged its way into every introduction 
for the entirety of my life. I am a 17-year-
old senior. I’m in marching band, play 

lacrosse, am left-handed, have 
two cats and an older broth-

er at UC Irvine. 
These trivial facts an-

swer the question to some 
extent, but the questioner 
is almost always target-
ing a part of my identity 

that seems more im-
portant to others 
than all else: my 
racial background.
I am ambivalent 

about being half-
Indian and half-Cau-

casian. 
My father was born 

in the northern out-
skirts of India, and my 

mother is both German and 
Finnish. I have many of her features, but 

I have inherited my father’s brown skin, 
dark brown eyes and black hair. The 
ambiguity of my appearance leads to hi-
larious presumptions: Native American, 
Hawaiian, Jamaican, Mexican, Middle 
Eastern, Japanese, even.

 On odd days I’ll clear up confusion 
and explain my heritage, but on even 
days I humor my curious peers. “Yeah, 
my mom’s from Japan. No, I don’t speak 
Japanese but maybe 
one day I’ll learn.”

I can’t help but 
wonder if there’s an 
underlying judg-
ment correlating to 
the question, “What 
are you?” Why is 
my ethnic back-
ground significant? 
Does it alter how I’m 
viewed? 

Being biracial can be disconcerting. 
Friends will point out that I’m more this 
side than that or that my “white side” is 
showing. Stereotyping and further im-
plications don’t ease the struggle to bal-
ance two very different cultures.

But the epitome of biracial stress 
stems from the horrid Scantron scenario. 

Never have I ever experienced as 
much anxiety and stress as I did sitting 
in a chair in the McAfee Center last April 
during the session introducing AP test-

ing. My eyes were fixated on the hand-
out that asked me to bubble which eth-
nicity I am. I was limited to bubbling one 
ethnicity and no more.

How do I decide which ethnicity I 
want to identify with? Which parent do 
I cancel out? 

Honestly, I don’t know which side I 
relate to more. Four years ago, eighth-
grade Jade would have definitely chosen 

white. But ninth 
grade whisked 
me away into 
Indian Cultural 
Awareness club’s 
annual show, 
Bombay in the 
Bay.

Four years 
into it and I em-
brace what used 

to be my less significant half, borrowing 
ghagras and dupattas from friends and 
going to festivals, Dandias and lively, 
colorful parties. I can pick out random 
words in Hindi (trust me, this is a sig-
nificant improvement), and I can “sing” 
along to popular Indian songs with 
friends. 

On the other hand, I grew up in the 
spirit of my mom’s American side. Base-
ball games at AT&T park, Petco Park 
and Angel Stadium. Camping in Lake 
Tahoe from ages 2 to 11, and Easter egg 

hunts up until my brother and I began to 
value money over chocolate. My child-
hood basks in the stereotypical image of 
an American family, and I treasure every 
moment of it.

There is a lot more to a person than 
where she comes from and what she 
identifies with. 

If scantrons reserve a row for choos-
ing an ethnicity, then another 
row should be reserved for 
a question resembling “are 
you introverted or extro-
verted?” or even “do you 
prefer reading or movie 
watching?”

I can’t pick between 
my two races. “What 
are you?” becomes 
an ethical and eth-
nic dilemma of not 
wanting to be judged 
by where I come from. 

I may be awkward 
and a little too tall for 
my liking, but these fac-
tors contribute to who 
I am, just as much as my 
ethnicity does.

There’s more to biracial students than 
which side they identify with. So please, 
keep this in mind before asking me what 
ethnicity I am, or I will most likely con-
vince you that I am Japanese. u

Jade Bisht

darth 
jader

Junior comes face-to-face with a lioness

Courtesy of SHAZIA GUPTA

His long jet black hair, middle-parted 
and resembling that of Severus Snape, 
flopped about his face as he sauntered 
through the halls during passing. Noto-
rious for his Vibram “FiveFingers” foot-
wear and eclectic mind, then-sophomore 
Cary Xiao felt out of place among the sea 
of peers rushing around him at Saratoga 
High. 

But that was two years ago. 
Now a much happier, more contented 

senior, Xiao has cut his hair to the scalp 
and replaced his unique shoes with 
mainstream plastic flip-flops. 

Yet despite these drastic changes to 
his appearance, Xiao attributes the main 
source of his current happiness to his en-
rollment in Middle College, an alterna-
tive program that offers juniors and se-
niors the opportunity to complete their 
high school requirements at West Valley 
College.

“Middle College is an opportunity 
for high school kids to explore their in-
dividual career interests through more 
diversified course 
offerings,” said 
Cheryl Hodgin-
Marshall, Middle 
College guidance 
adviser. “Students 
take control of their 
own learning in a 
serious college en-
vironment.” 

Xiao’s main mo-
tivation for joining 
Middle College is 
the independence 
it provides. 

“Middle College is for those who 
wish to experience the college environ-
ment,” he said. “The program gives stu-
dents much more responsibility as they 
register for their own classes and no one 
forces them to attend.”

Ryann Jones, another senior in Mid-
dle College, prefers the program be-
cause its flexibility allows her to shape 
her schoolwork around her other priori-
ties. 

“Most people have a lot of stress at 
Saratoga with their class schedule, and 
I had a really rough time dealing with 
the stress and was buckling,” Jones said. 
“The Middle College program has re-

leased quite a bit of that stress by open-
ing up time every day and allowing me 
to do what’s most important at the mo-
ment, which is to be there for my fam-
ily.” 

Currently, nine students are in the 
Middle College program. Instead of 
walking around a high school cam-
pus and attending dances and football 
games, these students have chosen to 
join an older group of high school grad-
uates who are working toward their de-
grees or adults taking specific classes for 
job requirements. 

Xiao has found being on a college 
campus fits his personality better, and 
he likes the diversity West Valley offers.

To enroll in Middle College, prospec-
tive students must complete 110 units by 
the end of sophomore year at a regular 
high school with at least a 2.8 GPA and 
be at least 16. In addition to these pre-
requisites, an application that includes 
an essay and two teacher recommenda-
tions is required. 

The program is considered a privi-
lege, not a right, so it reserves the right 

to expel irre-
sponsible or 
m i s b e h a v i n g 
students and 
send them back 
to their home 
high schools, 
though this 
rarely happens.

Middle Col-
lege’s attrac-
tion partly lies 
in the dual na-
ture of how it 
operates. All of 

the courses, which are unweighted and 
graded on a 4.0 scale, count for college 
credit while also fulfilling high school 
graduation requirements. 

According to Xiao, West Valley Col-
lege offers more advanced courses for a 
wider array of subjects. 

For example, after the equivalent Cal-
culus BC at Saratoga, West Valley offers 
three additional math courses, including 
Multivariable Calculus. 

While anything offered at Saratoga 
High is available at West Valley, the lat-
ter also has courses for career-specific 
paths, such as business. A student can 
take degree-relevant courses in the busi-

ness field such as Administrative Man-
agement or Business Communication 
while also completing required high 
school classes such as Government/Eco-
nomics. West Valley also offers odder 
classes such as Film Appreciation or His-
tory of Rock and Roll, which also count 
for credit.

Other points of contrast between 
Saratoga and Middle College include 
the class structure and teaching style. 
At West Valley, instructors treat their 
students as adults rather than overly 
competitive teenagers preoccupied with 
their results and assume a higher level of 
maturity in their students. 

“Last summer, I took astronomy with 
a professor I had taken some Calculus-
based physics with before,” Xiao said. 
“When a friend and I asked my profes-
sor about our grades during one of the 
last days of the course, he told us, ‘You 
attended all the lectures and did all the 
work. Even if you somehow bomb the 
finals and I know you probably won’t, 
you will still get A’s. Don’t sweat your 
A!’’’

Additionally, students’ classes may 
be at any time in the day, and some end 
as late as 10 p.m.

While Middle College substantially 
differs from a regular high school set-
ting, the college admissions process is 
shared across the board. According to 
Xiao, Middle College students fill out 

the same applications, are required to 
take the SAT and other standardized 
tests and still list Saratoga High as their 
high school on forms.  

Despite the benefits that Middle Col-
lege provides, there is still a skewed 
perception of it within the Saratoga stu-
dent body. Many consider it an uncon-
ventional, somewhat “backwards” route 
and stereotype it as a refuge for socially 
inept students who cannot handle the 
academic rigor of Saratoga. 

Xiao said the stigma surrounding 
Middle College is often due to lack of 
understanding about what it really is. 

“The funny part is, Middle College 
actually offers students a mechanism for 
getting ahead, as they can earn extensive 
college credits while still in high school,” 
Xiao said. 

Students from Middle College are 
no less successful in their college place-
ments than students at Saratoga High, 
with acceptances at UC Berkeley and 
Brown University, to name a few. 

Ultimately, Middle College can be a 
pragmatic path for many students, and 
Xiao deems it one of the most positive 
academic decisions he has ever made.  

“Since we’re all so focused on getting 
to college,” Xiao said, “why not attend 
an environment that grooms you for it? 
People here attend Middle College for 
the college experience as opposed to the 
high school immaturity.”u

Middle College: an alternate academic path

Students pass the West Valley College M.E. Fox Center as they head to their classes. 
www.archdaily.com

BY FionaSequeira

Every Monday morning at 8:15, lunch 
lady Diane Ray arrives at the cafeteria, 
ready to start the week off fresh. 

Ray has a motherly presence, with 
brown rimmed glasses and a graying 
bob, and she remains calm and unruf-
fled as she prepares her to-do-list, which 
consists of cutting meat, bread, 
tomatoes, onions and other sand-
wich necessities, pausing during 
break to put out yogurt cups for 
hungry students before continuing 
sandwich preparations.

Ray has made over 60,000 sand-
wiches for students in the 21 years 
she has worked at SHS, calcu-
lated by multiplying the amount 
of sandwiches makes per day to 
the total number of days she has 
worked.  

Currently, she makes 30 sand-
wiches a day, consisting of 20 pani-
nis and 10 regular sandwiches. 

“It can get hectic,” Ray said. “The 
hardest part is making sure I’m on top 
of keeping up with the demands of stu-
dents.  Overall, however, it’s a great job.” 

Her working life here began in 1993 
when Ray, a stay-at-home mom, began 
looking for work opportunities after her 
husband lost his job. 

Ray originally started out at both Los 
Gatos and Saratoga High, working for 
two hours at Los Gatos and then bring-

ing her sandwiches back over to Sarato-
ga to work for another two hours.

She now works Mondays through Fri-
days for five hours a day, making sand-
wiches and managing students in lunch 
lines while checking that the vending 
machines have been refilled.  

After two decades years at the school, 
Ray has seen many changes in the menu. 

“In terms of food for the kids, we def-

initely make way more food now,” Ray 
said. “Not only have we added pizza 
and breadstick lines, but we also have 
a soup and salad bar, which we didn’t  
have [before].” 

On top of that, Ray said the school it-
self has gotten much busier. 

“There are a lot more students now,” 
Ray said. “And that makes lunch time 
much more hectic, because additional 
students means more food needs to be 
made.” 

To Ray, how-
ever, the students 
are what makes her job so 
worthwhile. 

“The students at Saratoga 
are the best part of my day,” 
Ray said. “Seeing them ev-
ery day makes 
me so excited to 
come in to work.  They 

are respectful 
and sometimes 
even come 
to me 
w h e n 
they need 
to talk or 
just want a 
hug.”

Ray added 
that over her 
years at Sara-
toga she has 
befr iended 
multiple students.

“Some of the kids I 
have gotten to know 
have come back to visit, 
and that’s always a plea-
sure for me,” Ray said. “A few of them 
are around 30 years old now, but I still 
hear from them.  It’s amazing to be so 
close to the students.” 

Other students aren’t as kind or well 
behaved, and she said having to disci-
pline them “is always a drag.”

Pam Carlino, Ray’s supervisor, ad-

mires Ray and says that she is a great 
part of the cafeteria staff.

“Diane is very creative with her sand-
wiches,” Carlino said. “She brings in dif-
ferent recipes and encourages feedback 
from the students and staff.  She loves to 
talk with students and teachers, and is 
wonderful to have around.” u

The funny part is, Middle 
College actually offers 
students a mechanism for 
getting ahead. 

“

”
senior Cary Xiao

How do I decide which 
ethnicity I want to iden-
tify with? Which parent 

do I cancel out?

“That’s a hard ques-
tion. There are so 
many [nice places], 
but I love Japan!”

senior Supriya Khandekar

Where is 
the nicest 
place you’ve 
been?

junior Meera Rachamallu junior Christine Raj

“My favorite place 
was Victoria Island 
in Canada. It was so 
quaint and classy.”

“The nicest place 
I’ve been to is Swit-
zerland. You are sur-
rounded by lakes. It 
is just so clean and 
beautiful. ”

togatalks

Above: Junior Shazia Gupta and her family 
pose with the Maasai tribe in Kenya.

Right: A lion cub at the Maasai Mara Na-
tional Park stares at the camera curiously.

Longtime lunch lady reaches 60,000 sandwich mark 
BY MelissaMagner
& NupurMaheshwari
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Shazia Gupta
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“

”

Seeing the [students] 
every day makes me so 
excited to come in to 
work.

lunch lady Diane Ray
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We’ve seen the boom of Apple. We’ve 
seen Google gain fame and fortune. 
We’ve seen Facebook become one of the 
most successful ventures in the world. 
As residents of Silicon Valley, we see 
technology as integral to our lives.

Since this is the case, it is no surprise 
that the students here feel additional 
pressure to excel in science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics (STEM). 

Senior Anish Srinivasan acknowl-
edged that this mindset affects student 
course selection and that this pressure 
results from the principal industry of 
the area.

“[As engineers], my parents both are 
engaged in STEM jobs, so they definitely 
put a heavy emphasis on the sciences [as 
opposed to] the humanities,” Srinivasan 
said. 

With so many parents making good 
livings in STEM-related fields, students 
are surrounded with role models for 
their future, according to senior Max 
Chang.

“We have grown up in Saratoga see-
ing headlines about people like Zucker-
berg making it big,” Chang said. “And it 
makes people feel like the only way that 
they can excel is to go into high tech and 
to study STEM subjects.” 

Income is a large influence, and it is 
not unfounded. A survey, done by the 
National Center for Education Statis-
tics, of all undergraduate students in the 
U.S. who graduated in 2008, shows that 

students who graduated with STEM 
degrees averaged an annual income of 
about $65,000 four years after graduat-
ing, whereas students who majored in 
anything else, such as English or history, 
had an average income of $49,500. 

For sophomore Lea Moustakas, so-
cietal pressures pushed her to choose 
the enriched and honors options of her 
math courses. After signing up for these 
classes, she realized that they would re-
quire hours of intense work and a high 
level of dedication. While she did 
remain in the classes, they 
were exhausting and took 
time away from her ex-
tracurricular activities 
and other classes. 

Another reason 
students sign up 
for STEM classes 
is the pressure 
to take multiple 
honors and AP 
classes.

Advanced Eng-
lish and history 
courses, such as AP 
US History and Eng-
lish 11 Honors, start be-
ing offered during junior 
year, whereas students have 
the option of taking advanced 
math and science courses, such as Al-
gebra 2 Honors, as early as their fresh-
man year. This early introduction of 
more rigorous courses makes 
many students feel 

pressured to 
jump into an 
endless slew 

of AP/Honors 
STEM courses as 

underclassmen. 
“Because so many 

people took Enriched Ge-
ometry and Algebra 2 Hon-

ors, I felt that it was necessary to do the 
same,” Moustakas said.

Some students are exceptions to this 
trend. Seniors Blake Propach and An-
drew York are taking both AP English 
Language and Composition and AP 
English Literature and Composition this 
year. They say their desire to take these 
advanced English classes originates 
from their love of the subject.

“I’m hoping to go into film school 
and I love to tell stories, so taking these 

classes is helping me further 
my interests and follow 

my passions,” York 
said. “I really just 

love English.”
But these 

days, fewer and 
fewer students 
are choosing 
l o w - p a y i n g 
majors like 
English, and 
more students 
are pursuing  

STEM subjects 
such as engi-

neering and com-
puter science. 
Even so, many of 

the students who pursue 
STEM in college do not finish 

their degrees or change to other majors, 
according to US News. In fact, 48 percent 
of bachelor’s degree students who en-
tered the STEM field of study from 2003 
to 2009 failed to complete their studies 
or switched to another, non-STEM ma-
jor. Many students in advanced STEM 
classes are unable to keep up with the 
pace of those classes without outside 
help. In a recent survey of Calculus BC 
students at SHS, over one-fifth of the 
students said that they had tutors.

Economics teacher Todd Dwyer said 
many students and parents have forgot-

ten that the humanities and STEM have 
equal importance. 

“We do ourselves a 
great disservice by ig-
noring tangible ben-
efits of the humanistic 
disciplines: history, 
literature, art, theater, 
music and languages,” he 
said. “In the humanities we learn how to 
think creatively and critically, to reason 
and to ask questions.”

Dwyer said acknowledging the im-
portance of patterns in human history 
and human actions makes contributions 
just as great as those of the STEM fields. 
Although many students feel a need to 
take STEM-dominant classes, assistant 
principal Brian Safine maintains that the 
school’s course offerings aren’t overly 
focused on STEM. For instance, this 
year, the school is offering 20 advanced 
humanities courses as compared to 11 
advanced courses in math and science. 
Furthermore, to graduate, students are 
required to take only two years of math 
and science versus four years of English 
and history. 

“Our school offers very strong cours-
es in both the STEM and the humanities 
fields,” Safine said. “We really like to see 
students exploring their options and try-
ing out all different fields during their 
academic careers.”

While being in the heart of Silicon 
Valley may create a bias toward STEM, 
the school has tried to balance the differ-
ing interests of its students, he said. 

“Education should be individualized 
and focus on [the student’s] strengths,” 
Safine said. “We, as a teaching staff, like 
to encourage students to take courses 
that fit their interests and talents.”

For Chang, these efforts by the school 
have changed the way that his school ca-
reer has progressed and opened his eyes 
to the various possibilities beyond the 
focus on STEM. 

One of the most influential classes 
that Chang took was English 11 with 
Amy Keys. Chang said she helped him 
try his hand at creative writing and the 

class discussions were rich with en-
lightening insights.

“Getting exposure to so 
many differing topics has 

led to a much more inter-
esting and intellectually 
stimulating experience,” 
he said. “I hope to pur-
sue a career that will 
allow me to blend my 
interests in STEM and 
the humanities togeth-
er.” u

Beyond
Few visitors would describe Saratoga 

High School, with its prison-like design 
and gray lockers, as the most eye-catch-
ing campus in the world. 

But when senior Claire Strickland 
first stepped on campus as a freshman 
shadowing current senior Rachel Hull, 
she related to the atmosphere, classes 
and people so well that she decided to 
transfer from her own high school. 

Strickland attended the more restric-
tive Notre Dame San Jose (NDSJ) during 
her freshman year before choosing to at-
tend Saratoga High. Aside from the fact 
that Notre Dame is a private, Catholic, 
all-girls school and Saratoga High is a 
public, co-ed school, the two are also 
vastly different in their class sizes and 
curriculum, according to Strickland. 

Notre Dame has small classes, a tight-
knit community and an easily navigable 
campus, as opposed to Saratoga’s much 
larger community. 

Another major difference was that 
Strickland had to attend religious cours-

es each year at Notre Dame.
“I don’t agree or disagree with Ca-

tholicism. I simply am not a very reli-
gious person,” Strickland said. “That 
made it harder for me to really thrive 
in the school.” She thought it 
was interesting to learn more 
about Catholicism, but also said 
it seemed “unfair that the course 
was so strictly biased towards Ca-
tholicism instead of touching even 
slightly on other faiths.” 

Physically, socially and aca-
demically, Strickland felt confined 
at the private school. The Notre 
Dame campus was closed off by 
walls and gates. In contrast, de-
spite urban myths about the school be-
ing designed like a prison, Saratoga 
has a spacious campus that doesn’t feel 
confined or closed-off in the slightest, 
said Strickland. Because Strickland had 
moved from Los Gatos to Notre Dame 
solely for the academic rigor, she found 
it difficult to break into the well-estab-
lished friend groups at Notre Dame that 
bonded through similarities like play-
ing on the same sports teams or having 

the same religious faith. Worst of all, at 
Notre Dame, Strickland no longer felt 
excited about the subject she loved best: 
English.  

“[I] could feel my passion dwin-
dling,” Strickland said. “I 
wanted to be surrounded by 
people who would motivate 
me to push my limits, and I 
finally found that here.”

For Strickland, the transfer 
has paid off. She loves the en-
thusiasm, support and teach-
ers at Saratoga. 

She said she appreciates 
how her teachers here feel like 
“real people.” She cites one 

incident in her junior year as a prime 
example. Strickland knew she wanted 
to take both AP Literature and AP Lan-
guage, and not only did her English 11H 
teacher Amy Keys give her all the paper-
work, but she also wholeheartedly sup-
ported Strickland’s decision to take both 
classes.

Strickland does find aspects of Notre 
Dame that she liked better, pointing to a 
“kickass quidditch team” and “inspiring 

language classes.” 
At Notre Dame,  her French 2 teach-

er gave entire lectures in French about 
World War 2, never speaking a single 
English word the whole school year. 
She also counts Notre Dame’s less rig-
orous physical fitness requirements as a 
plus. While Notre Dame’s requirements 
involve only “enduring a semester of 
Zumba, Richard Simmons style,” Sara-
toga’s involve an extensive CrossFit pro-
gram. 

“I basically died when I transferred to 
Saratoga and was introduced to Cross-
Fit,” Strickland said. “But at least now I 
can dangle convincingly from the pull-
up bar.” 

Strickland does not regret the deci-
sion to attend Saratoga. Strickland espe-
cially finds the school’s environment to 
be unusually positive and well suited to 
her preferences.

“Saratoga is everything I could have 
hoped for in a school,” Strickland said. 
“Our faculty is incredibly supportive, 
inspiring and innovative. Mr. Robin-
son’s weekly emails are the sweetest 
things on the planet.” u

Impact of STEM in school’s atmosphere
BY KevinChow
& SayaSivaram

Notre Dame transfer enjoys school freedom

Q&A: how teachers perceive Saratoga High students 

Q: WHAT ARE SOME 
THINGS THAT 
CHARACTERIZE SARATOGA 
HIGH AND ITS STUDENTS?

Q: HOW DO YOUR STUDENTS COMPARE TO 
THOSE WHEN YOU WERE IN SCHOOL?

Q: HOW DO YOU FEEL ABOUT THE 
PRESSURE THAT STUDENTS FACE AT SHS? 
HOW CAN STUDENTS IMPROVE?

Q: HOW DO YOU FEEL ABOUT THE PRESSURE 
THAT STUDENTS FACE AT SHS? 

Q: WHAT ARE SOME THINGS 
THAT CHARACTERIZE 
SARATOGA HIGH AND ITS 
STUDENTS?

I’m always amazed at how nice they are to 
each other; they’re nicer than most other stu-
dents in other high schools. [However,] I think 
Saratoga students are overcommitted. I am 
astounded by how involved they are in extra-
curricular activities, and I think it’s costing stu-
dents sleep, and that is a little worrisome. 

What was really striking [when I first came] 
was how motivated they were academically: 
Sometimes, students were like, ‘We want to 
have more worksheets,’ and I was like, ‘Why 
would you want more worksheets, considering 
you’re overcommitted anyway?’

When I was in high school, we had no Inter-
net. We only knew our grades when the prog-
ress reports or report cards came out; [students 
here] can monitor their grades any day, any 
time. 

I think when I was in high school, I had time 
to burn. I did way more reading for pleasure, I 
watched a lot more TV, I was able to have space 
and time to actually just think about nothing 
and daydream. I would not trade that for any-
thing else.

Q: HOW DO YOUR 
STUDENTS COMPARE TO 
THOSE WHEN YOU WERE 
IN SCHOOL?

I grew up in a “blue collar” neighborhood, 
[where] a lot of people didn’t have college 
at all. Families were intact, but some people 
couldn’t afford to  have a car. 

It was a very different upbringing; when 
you go to a school like that, you’re kind of a 
freak if you care about your grades or want to 
do something. 

I know [some students] feel really stressed 
out, but the alternative [is having] really no 
expectations of you.

I think a lot of [the stress] is self-imposed, 
and it’s somewhat misplaced in that a lot of 
students feel like if they don’t make it into the 
handful of “good” colleges, their life is ruined. 

One of the great things about living in the 
United States is that there are a lot of great 
schools where you actually get an excellent 
education. It’s not just the name of the school, 
it’s the education you get. 

I wish kids were more relaxed about know-
ing that [there are] so many different ways to 
be happy in life.

I think it’s dangerous to lump all students 
together. If I start saying, “Oh well, there are 
students that are this way and students that 
are that way,” I might shut off an opportunity 
to teach certain students well. This is my sixth 
year here and I’ve met so many different stu-
dents — not different types of students, but dif-
ferent humans who think differently and learn 
differently.

I don’t know if the pressure comes from each 
other or from outside, but many students clear-
ly feel pressure to take difficult classes because 
it’s what you’re supposed to do. Here’s a place 
where we have open access to honors classes, 
[unlike] other schools I’ve taught in, [where] 
honors was by exam or application. And I like 
this, but students feel like they have to take the 
most rigorous course load or there’s something 
wrong. I didn’t see that as much at previous 
schools. [Remember], even though high school 
feels like such a long, long period in life, it’s re-
ally not. There’s a world beyond.  Knowing that, 
we should get better, all of us, at practicing that 
thinking is something that is good for life, not 
just for getting into college.

Science teacher 
Janny Cahatol

English teacher 
Suzanne Herzman

Math teacher 
Audrey Warmuth

     Bubble    
The

&
BY MichelleLeung
& TrevorLeung

“Even my friends lied to me about their summer plans to 
try and get ahead. I’ve lost respect for a lot of people.”“I complain, but, in the end, I like where I am. I like being 

surrounded by people who are just as motivated as I am.”
“There is a limit to how much we can do to get into a good 
college. I think some of us have forgotten that.”“Saratoga High is that public school that acts like a 

private school, right?” FALCONS TAKE A CLOSER LOOK 
AT OUR SCHOOL CULTURE. 

These days, fewer and 
fewer students are 

choosing low-paying 
majors like English, 

and more students are 
pursuing STEM subjects 
such as engineering and 

computer science. 

GRAPHIC BY KELLY XIAO INTERVIEWS CONDUCTED BY DorrieTang

Strickland
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The football team has 
started their season with a 

devastating record of 2-3. Despite 
a 41-35 win to Santa Clara on Oct. 
3, the Falcons were shut down 
with a 49-0 loss to Milipitas on 
Oct. 10.  “We shouldn’t be in 
this division this year,” said 
head coach Tim Lugo. “Our team 
tends to win games that we’re 
not supposed to and we feel we 
get punished for playing really 
hard.”

The girls’ volleyball team has 
won 13 out of their 17 games 

this season. With the returning 
veterans, the team is optimistic 
about its performance so far. 
“We thought this would be our 
strongest year in a while, and so 
far, it is,” junior Nicole Chiou 
said.

The cross country team has 
had four away races and one 

tri-state meet hosted at Saratoga 
this season. Senior Steven Sum 
has placed first at all four of 
the meets. The team has taken 
on a new approach this season, 
as practices and training have 
changed in general. This season, 
there has been more weight lifting 
and longer routes that the runners 
have had to take, a step up that 
the team seems to benefit from.

A power packed team

The girls’ tennis team has 
been nearly undefeated 

this season, not losing a single 
game since their tournament at 
Fresno in September. The team 
recently performed well at a 
new annual tournament called 
the Battle of the Bay, doing 
well with their matchups. With 
such performances, the team is 
hopeful to win CCS. “I think our 
exceptional individual showing 
at Battle of the Bay just adds to 
our confidence for a good chance 
of winning CCS,” assistant 
coach Jonathan Chui said. 

Footgolf proves itself a failed form of sport

TheStats
First-place
finishes4

WHO’S HOT

A disappointing start

WHO’S NOT

TheRANKINGS
1 ^ Girls’ Volleyball (13-4) 

2 ^ Girls’ Tennis (4-0)

3 ^ Field Hockey (4-1)

4 ^ Girls’ Water Polo (3-3)

5 = Football (2-3)

6 v Girls’ Golf (3-5)

7 v Boys’ Water Polo (1-4)

It was 9:30 p.m. on a night in early 
September, and piles of homework and 
papers were strewn across my kitchen 
counter. 

But my glowing computer screen tore 
me away from the piles of untouched 
work, and I waited in anticipation, 
counting down the seconds until I could 
make my next pick. Homework would 
have to wait.

It was my first time trying out Ya-
hoo’s edition of fantasy football, and I 
was in the midst of picking what I called 
a “super team.”

Fantasy football allows participants 
to pick players from different teams to 
join their online team, and based on the 
performance of these players in each 
NFL game, they gain a certain number 
of points.

I decided to join the SHS Journalism 
league, comprised of exclusively jour-
nalism students, making the entire com-
petition much more enjoyable. Nothing 
is better than a little friendly competi-
tion against some friends, right?

I set out to create my “super team,” 
filled with players from the San Fran-
cisco 49ers, and their just-as-talented, 
bitter rivals, the Seattle Seahawks. I also 

added a few players from other teams to 
strengthen my group. 

With stars like running back Mar-
shawn Lynch, quarterback Russell Wil-
son, wide receiver Percy Harvin, quar-
terback Colin Kaepernick, wide receiver 
Anquan Boldin and running back Frank 
Gore, my team seemed unstoppable 
at first glance. Game in and game out, 
these players seemed to be superstars, so 
I was confident I was able to succeed in 
my league.

The opening game of the NFL sea-
son on Sept. 4 pitted Seattle against the 
Green Bay Packers. Although I missed 
the game, I saw the highlights immedi-
ately after and was thrilled with the re-
sults. 

Seattle won 36-16, with players on my 
fantasy team contributing to the imbal-
anced score. All I needed was for San 
Francisco to deploy their 2013 season 
heroics into their opening game, and I 
would be in good shape for the start of 
the season. 

Sure enough, San Francisco pulled off 
a 28-17 victory against the Dallas Cow-
boys with my fantasy players excelling 
and earning me even more points. I beat 
sophomore yearbook student Joshua 
Deng 139.44 to 127.74. Amazingly, I also 
ended opening weekend at the top of the 
league. 

I was all smiles going into the second 
week. With no injuries on either Seattle 
or San Francisco, I was sure that my 
players would repeat their first-week 
feat and add even more points to my al-

ready high score. 
I couldn’t have been more wrong. 

Seattle’s afternoon match on Sept. 14 
against the San Diego Chargers went 
horribly. Lacking their usual grit and 
firepower, they lost  30-21. 

Not a good start. But I was counting 
on the evening matchup between San 
Francisco and the Chicago Bears in the 
first official NFL home match at the new 
49ers’ Levi’s Stadium to bring me some 
points. 

To my surprise, San Francisco also 
lost to Chicago 28-20. In a game with 
so many ups and downs, the players on 
my fantasy team underperformed and 
impacted my score tremendously. I lost 
75.92 to 92.38 to senior Robby Gragno-
la’s fantasy team.

These first few weeks have been both 
exciting and devastating, and because 
this was my first time participating in 
fantasy football, I did not know what to 
expect. 

Who knew that there could be such 
a strong sense of competition, perhaps 
even larger than that of the NFL, in the 
world of fantasy sports?

I am hoping my “super team” will 
lead me to victory, which I will consti-
tute as anything other than last place. As 
the weeks pass by, there is nothing I’m 
looking forward to more than seeing the 
Niners and Seahawks clash and perhaps 
generate a boatload of fantasy points for 
me. 

I now know why 19 million people all 
over the world play Fantasy football. u

Anant Rajeev

money 
maker

Why would anybody decide that 
it would be a good idea to put soccer 
players on the golf course?

FootGolf is a trend being played at 
golf courses nationwide. A precision 
sport, FootGolf requires players try to 
kick a soccer ball into a proportionally 
sized hole in as few shots as possible. 
It is essentially golf played with a soc-
cer ball instead of 
a golf ball.  

From a golf-
er’s perspective, 
FootGolf adds an 
unwanted factor 
into golf course 
management. It 
is chaotic to allow 
both FootGolf 
players and actu-
al golf players on 
the same course 
at the same time.

Simply put, 
golfers and FootGolfers are two differ-
ent types of people.

Golfers are on the course to try to 
improve their game. Sure, it is an enjoy-
able pastime, but focus is still required 
to play to the best of one’s abilities. 

Then there are FootGolfers. They are 
obnoxiously loud people who inadver-
tently distract actual golfers. They 
make it their goal to kick their soccer 
balls in wrong directions and pressure 
golfers to move faster. 

When I played FootGolf at Pruner-
idge Golf Club recently, despite seem-
ingly hitting every tree and sand trap 
on the course, I often found myself 
waiting at every hole for the slower 
golfers in front of me. Not only was my 
pace of play messed up, I also could 
not help but kick the soccer ball in the 
completely wrong direction. I was frus-

trated, but the golfers on the receiving 
end of my kicked balls seemed to be 
even more frustrated.

To most players, it is extremely dif-
ficult to make par on a hole because 
not many players can kick the ball far 
enough to get anywhere near the hole 
in a few shots. Also, the size of the hole 
is too small. 

The ball has to be barely moving 
right at the edge of the hole to actu-

ally go in; if not, 
the ball goes right 
over the hole, 
adding to the 
frustration.

Despite my 
futile attempts to 
play decently, my 
inability to kick 
a soccer ball and 
basic lack of foot-
eye coordination 
resulted in not 
only a bad score, 
but also soreness 

in my legs that persisted for many days 
following.

Golf’s leading officials thought that 
they would be able to increase partici-
pation in the game of golf by having 
foot golfers participate on the course. 
However, FootGolf has already actu-
ally caused problems at many golf 
courses due to differences in pace of 
play and complaints from golfers. 

It is also detrimental to golf courses, 
since FootGolf players tear up the grass 
when they play. 

In order to gain popularity, FootGolf 
should follow frisbee golf’s lead and 
play in spaces specifically designed for 
it rather than taking up space at real 
golf courses. Until then, FootGolf will 
continue to disrupt golf courses until 
the activity is consolidated to its own 
space or simply fades away. u

Fantasy football dominates my life

SOCCER AND GOLF PLAYERS PROVIDE PERSPECTIVES ON UNIQUE COMBINATION 

Wins this 
season13

As a soccer player, I found FootGolf 
mildly amusing. It requires minimal 
technical skill, as one only needs to kick 
the ball with the proper pace and accu-
racy. While the element of fun plays a 
large role in the lure of FootGolf, it offers 
virtually no player development for as-
piring golf or soccer players to improve 
their respective games.

Additionally, it baffles me why one 
would ever pay to play soccer on a des-
ignated golf course. 

This hybrid of two sports, sharing 
little in common other than the grassy 
surface on which they are played, at-
tempts to bridge the gap between popu-
lar culture and a sport that is perceived 
as a pastime of the upper class. 

When I played FootGolf at Pruner-
idge Golf Club, I found that it barely 
resembled golf and was basically target 
practice for soccer. Luckily, I avoided 
hitting any sand traps, trees or bodies 
of water. However, one drawback was 
the long delays because of the inexpe-
rienced FootGolfers in front of me, and 
their slowness ruined the pace and con-
tinuity of my own game. 

FootGolf would be greatly improved 
if it were played in an area designated 
solely for it rather than on a legitimate 
golf course. This would allow players 
of varying skill levels to separate them-
selves, eliminating frustrations at any 
long delays. 

Although FootGolf probably won’t 
gain much more of a foothold (no pun 
intended) in the sports world, it is an in-
nocuous pastime that provides amuse-
ment and comic relief. 

Yes, FootGolf is undeniably ludi-
crous. Yet as an avid soccer player and 
fan, I must say that it is pretty entertain-
ing, although it definitely isn’t the opti-
mal endeavour for serious training. u 

BY FionaSequeiraBY ArmanVaziri

My inability to kick a 
soccer ball and lack of 
foot-eye coordination 

resulted in not only a bad 
score, but also soreness 
in my legs that persisted 

for many days.
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Freshman Sarah Lo stands at about 
5’4” and weighs no more than 100 
pounds. She might not look like a star 
on the golf course. But don’t be fooled. 

Lo is the only freshman player on 
the girls’ golf team. She has al-
ready earned the position of 
fourth best player. 

Lo started playing golf just 
last year, practicing once or 
twice a week. Even though no 
one else in her family plays 
the sport, her mom thought it 
would be a good personality fit, 
because of her ability do well 
under pressure. 

Lo used to play tennis before 
golf, a background that she says 
helps her with accuracy and coordina-
tion. 

“I didn’t miss the ball [like many be-
ginners usually do],” Lo said.

She continued playing throughout 
the summer, and now she practices 
with the team four times a week at the 
Saratoga Country Club course.

Her improvement has been light-
ning fast; she now averages five strokes 
per hole vs. the 10 strokes she averaged  
just a year ago. Girls’ golf coach Dave 
Gragnola said Lo’s ability to concen-
trate and her ambition to perform well 
are her primary assets.

“She has a lot of poise for a new 
player,” Gragnola said. “She is serious 
about her game and as she adds length 
[to her stroke], she will become one of 
the better players in our league.”

Lo says that the secret of her score 
is a slow backdraw of the club, and her  
evenly paced swing, which helps her 
make consistent contact with the ball. 

“I try to have a good, even tempo so 
it’s the same every time,” Lo said. 

Being new to the sport, Lo has espe-
cially enjoyed competing against other 
schools’ players saying the adrenaline 
of winning makes up for the hours of 
practicing the same stroke over and 
over again.

“The players from other 
schools are really good, but 
I know what I’m competing 
against, so I can rise to the 
challenge,” Lo said.

However, when practices 
or tournaments are especially 
long, Lo can feel burned out 
and overwhelmed.

“At times I’m on the verge 
of almost losing interest,” Lo 
said. “But then I think about 
how far I’ve come. It makes 

me work harder and keep doing my 
best.” u

With the end of school comes the 
beginning of a whole other routine for 
freshman Dasee Carter. As soon as the 
school bell rings, she rushes to the lock-
er room and prepares for her two-hour 
varsity tennis practice. By the end of 
the two hours, sweat glistening off her 
forehead, she gulps down water and 
breathes heavily, exhausted.

But it does not end there. 
Immediately after her first practice, 

Carter rushes to the tennis courts at 
Santa Clara University for an additional 
two-and a-half hour intensive clinic 
where professional coaches continue to 
push her limits. On the 20-minute drive 
to the courts and back, she manages to 
fit in several pages of homework. Final-
ly, she arrives home at around 8:30 p.m., 
her body aching for a break but know-
ing the following day will be exactly the 
same.

Carter, who started playing the gru-
eling sport after trying it out when she 
was 9, is ranked in the top 20 in North-
ern California. 

Fellow freshman Stephanie Ren, who 
also began competitive tennis after find-
ing her niche in the sport when she was 
11, is in the top 30 for her age group.

 Both Carter and Ren are key assets to 
the girls’ tennis varsity team and have 
brought with them their experience of 
playing years of competitive United 
States Tennis Association (USTA) tour-
naments.

One such USTA tournament is the 

National Zone Team Championships, a 
competition in which a select few of the 
age group’s highest ranked players are 
selected to play on a team representing 
their section.

This past summer, Carter and Ren 
were selected to be a part of the North-
ern California team, providing them 
with a first-hand experience of being on 
a national team.

Since they are regular tournament 
players, the two have added depth to 
the team with Carter playing No. 4 sin-
gles and Ren at No. 2 doubles and often 
help to secure key matches needed to 
gain victories over rival league oppo-
nents. 

“They work well with the team and 
are not fazed by any pressures,” said se-
nior team captain Smita Sabada. “They 
also have great team chemistry, making 
them valuable additions.”

Before their success came years of 
dedication and long days of demand-
ing practices. Committing to the school 
team means additional practices that 
run Monday through Thursday for over 
than two hours. 

In addition, weekends are complete-
ly filled with waiting out lengthy delays 
at tournaments and playing multiple 
matches, leaving Carter and Ren strug-
gling to balance the team practices and 
games, schoolwork and down time.

Carter said, “I do a lot of homework 
in the car while driving to and from ten-
nis, and I also try to finish homework 
earlier so I can go to more practices. I’ve 
had to drop a lot of my extracurriculars, 

such as piano and guitar, to make time 
for tennis.”

Despite having to constantly manage 
their time efficiently, the girls enjoy the 
feeling of being on the school team.

“My favorite part of being on the 
team is that everyone is so supportive 
so there is less pressure, and it’s re-
ally relaxed and fun to play with your 
friends,” Ren said.

Both Carter and Ren find that team 
trips, such as the one to Fresno for the 
California Tennis Classic tournament on 
Sept. 5, in which the varsity team placed 
third overall, are special because they 
provide the girls  with a strong support 
system throughout their matches.

“[Fresno] was a really memorable ex-
perience,” Carter said. “It was where I 
got to bond with the other players on the 
team and play challenging matches.”

Ren added, “Being a freshman on 
varsity is fun because even though you 
are younger than everyone else, you 
don’t really feel like a freshman. Every-
one acts the same toward you.”

The team’s acceptance of them has 
increased their enjoyment of being on 
the school team. 

Carter said, “Although tennis is an 
individual sport, it is nice to be on a 
team. Teammates give you uncondi-
tional support and become like second 
family.” u

Star freshmen add depth to varsity
BY CaitlinJu

Silence filled his mind as senior Al-
vin Kim, playing linebacker on defense, 
intercepted a pass during the first home 
football game against Hillsdale on Aug. 
29. Clenching the ball, he was deter-
mined to score. Though everything 
seemed quiet to him for a few moments, 
Kim felt the crowd 
erupt in excite-
ment as he entered 
the end zone.

This is Kim’s 
first year playing 
football at a high 
school level. As a 
senior rookie on 
varsity, Kim has 
already had impressive performances 
against  Hillsdale and Santa Clara as 
both linebacker and running back. 

“I couldn’t ask for a better guy to be 
on  team,” said head football coach Tim 
Lugo. “In the game against Santa Clara, 
[Kim] was able to step up, rushing 192 
yards, which gave us the biggest play 
right when we needed it.” 

Kim has seen the work needed to 
succeed in football.

“Playing football is worth all the 
sweat and hard work and I get to play 
with all of my brothers,” Kim said.  

Kim is not entirely new to football, 
however. He spent much of middle 
school playing Pop Warner, a youth 
football league in the Bay Area. Howev-
er, because of other time commitments, 
Kim stopped participating in football 
when he entered high school.

He devoted his first three years of 

high school to playing basketball. When 
senior year came along, he decided to 
pick up football once again. 

So far, Kim said he has been able to 
juggle the two sports, classes and col-
lege applications through smart time 
management. Kim tries to get all of his 
homework done during tutorials so that 
he has more time at night.

From reviewing plays to spending 
time conditioning, 
Kim is constantly 
preparing for games 
during the season. 
And over the sum-
mer, Kim and his 
teammates partici-
pated at Cal Camp 
at UC Berkeley 
where they trained 

daily to get in shape for the season.  
“[The camp] really helped me get 

back into rhythm and realize that high 
school football is definitely a different 
pace [from Pop Warner],” Kim said. 

Although Kim is new to the team, he 
has forged strong friendships. Junior 
punter Abhiram Yellamilli said Kim 
is someone “you can always count on 
to lift other teammates’ up.” Kim has 
shared his motivation with teammates. 

“He’s a natural leader and is always 
helping [young players] on and off the 
field,” said sophomore defensive back 
Aidan Peck. 

Kim has proved to be a key addition 
to the team and hopes to improve more. 

“We’re a young team, which is [not 
necessarily] a bad thing because it 
means that we’re going to grow,” Kim 
said. “I hope this season will be success-
ful for [the entire team].” u

BY JennyQian
& EllenWu

Kim carves place as 
key player on varsity

Athlete juggles golf, tennis
BY OksanaTrifonova
& JihauYu

FALCON // ELLEN WU
Freshman Stephanie Ren hits the ball to her opponent at a game against Gunn on Oct. 9.

Lo

As a senior rookie 
on varsity, Kim has 

already had impressive 
performances.

Lo’s position on 
the golf team as a 
freshman4
Average number of 
strokes per hole that 
Lo averages5

6
1

Number of Lo’s 
favorite hybrid to hit 
off the fairway

Number of years 
that Lo has been 
playing golf

falconfigures
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Falcons find success in 
underclassmen players

GIRLS’ TENNIS

Winning league streak boosts team’s confidence
“S-A-S-A-R-A-T-O-T-O-G-A, S-a-r-a-

t-o-g-a, Saratoga High!” Arms around 
each others’ shoulders and huddled to-
gether, the 13 members of the girls’ var-
sity tennis team felt their pulses rise and 
heartbeats quicken as they stomped and 
screamed at the top of their lungs.

Following a 7-0 win at home against 
Los Gatos on Oct. 2, the team prepared 
for the first annual Battle of the Bay tour-
nament in which Central Coast Section 
(CCS) teams competed against those of 
the North Coast Section (NCS). Though 
the tournament was held at several dif-
ferent schools in the Bay Area, Saratoga 
played at home along with fellow CCS 
school St. Francis High. Twenty teams 
from the Central Coast, Peninsula, Sali-
nas Valley and South Bay were put head 
to head against 20 teams from the East 
Bay, Honolulu Bay, North Bay and San 
Francisco Bay. 

The tournament took place Oct. 3-4, 
and each CCS team played four matches 
against four randomly selected schools 
from NCS and vice versa. Whichever 
side first won the necessary 41 out of 80 
games would be declared the winner.

Saratoga cruised through the tour-
nament with four wins against NCS 

schools Miramonte (5-2), Amador Val-
ley (6-1), Piedmont (6-1), and San Ra-
mon Valley (7-0). Once again, the team’s 
strong lineup proved impenetrable. 

Though lineups varied throughout 
each of the four matches, there were sev-
eral key wins and tough matches.

Junior Shaya Nikfar played two ex-
hausting consecutive matches at No. 2 

singles against Miramonte and Amador 
Valley in 95 degree weather. 

“I was already tired, but I knew I 
had to win for team,” Nikfar said. “So 
I stayed positive and tried to get back 
even after losing the second set both 
times.”

Yet, Saratoga’s contribution of 4 
points to the overall score did not prove 
enough for CCS to win the overall tour-
nament. The final score was CCS 38 and 
NCS 42. 

“The team has not lost a single match 

since the Fresno tournament,” assistant 
coach Jonathan Chui said. “Even though 
overall CCS lost, our exceptional indi-
vidual showing at Battle of the Bay just 
adds to our confidence for a good chance 
of winning CCS.”

The first league match on Sept. 16 
proved the effectiveness of the team’s 
elevated depth this season with a stron-
ger singles lineup and powerful doubles 
teams. 

A 5-2 win against one of its rivals Los 
Altos, compared to a difficult 4-3 win 
and 4-3 loss last year, set the bar high for 
the rest of the season. 

Two easy wins of 7-0 over Gunn and 
Lynbrook, on Sept. 18 and Sept. 23, re-
spectively, continued to boost the team’s 
confidence as the big game against long-
time rival Monta Vista neared. 

Tension was high as the team pre-
pared for the much anticipated match-
up. In the end, nerves were cast aside as 
the team prevailed in a seemingly lop-
sided 6-1 win over the Matadors.  

“It felt really amazing to win against 
our biggest rival” said captain senior 
Smita Sabada. “ It bodes well for CCS.”

The team played a home match 
against Monta Vista on Oct. 16, which 
the Falcon was unable to cover due to 
publishing deadlines. u

BY CaitlinJu

 GIRLS’ VOLLEYBALL

Junior Shaya Nikfar serves the ball in a 
game against Gunn High School, Oct 9.

Saratoga cruised through 
the tournament with 

four wins against NCS 
schools.

After sustaining several losses, the 
boys’ varsity water polo season is off to 
a  rough start with a league record of 1-4. 

On Sept. 18, the team lost its first 
game against Mountain View 16-6.

Since then, the team has lost 17-10 to 
Palo Alto on Sept. 23, 11-5 to Los Altos 
on Sept. 25 and 17-2 to Gunn on Sept. 30. 
On Oct. 2, the team beat 9-6 Homestead.  

Players are trying to build on the mo-
mentum of the first league win.

“I think our most important game 
so far was the Homestead game,” said 
junior Mason Lee. “We really came to-
gether as a team for the first time.” 

Having made eight goals each, Lee 
and junior Davis Robertson are leading 
the team.  

The boys have made a total of 30 
goals during this season.

Sophomore Micah Lee said leader-
ship  has gotten better over the season.

“I personally think that the captains 
[Graham Schmelzer and Mason Lee] 
and our team as a whole communicated 
really well [in the Homestead game],” 
Micah said. 

He attributes losses to a large skill 
gap between the team’s players.

On the other hand, junior Arnav 

Pawar points to the youth of the team as 
a disadvantage.

“Being in an upper league and los-
ing over half of our varsity team in the 
same year has really affected the [num-
ber] of games we have won so far in the 
season,” Pawar said. “[However], given 
the fact that we have an extremely new 
team, I think that we improve a lot with 
each game we play, whether we win or 
not.”

In particular, Pawar says the team can 
improve on its awareness in the pool. 

“[We can make] sure that the work is 
evenly distributed on both offense and 
defense in order to effectively play to 
our many unique players’ strength and 
weaknesses,” Pawar said. 

Lee said moving up a league has 
meant the Falcons can’t pile up wins the 
way they did in the lower league during 
previous years.

”This season has been especially 
difficult because we are playing much 
harder teams,” said Lee. “[We] just need 
to continue to master the fundamentals 
and then carry that into games.”

The team is looking forward to aveng-
ing its loss against  Monta Vista during 
its home game on Oct. 30. 

 The day will be a matchup that will 
pit two evenly matched teams against 
each other. u

BOYS’ WATER POLO

Team regains momentum 
after shaky start to season
BY NupurMaheshwari
& GitikaNalwa

Senior outside hitter Sara Parden 
won the final point and concluded 
the girls’ volleyball team’s first league 
match against Lynbrook High School 
last Thursday. The match ended in 
3-0, boosting the team’s record to 
13-4 overall and 5-0 in the El Camino 
League.

Last season, the Falcons tied with 
Cupertino High for second in the 
league, with one win and one loss. 
After defeating Lynbrook on Sept. 23 
and Cupertino on Oct. 9, the Falcons 
are feeling good. 

The players, who worked hard 
in the beginning of the season to as-
similate the new players and develop 
confidence and familiarity in their 
teammates, started to show the hours 
of practice paying off through their 
cohesive playing.

According to Parden, current team 
has successfully filled the gap left by 
the departed players.

This was evident in the team’s 
match results for the tournament on 
Sept. 27 at Cupertino. At the tour-
nament, they beat Cupertino High 
School, East Side College Prep, In-

dependence High School and Silver 
Creek High School but lost a match 
against St. Ignatius College Prep.

The players attribute this success 
to the work of their new players, in-
cluding sophomore Julia Vita.

“Though she was always a strong 
player, [Vita] has improved since the 
beginning of the season,” senior mid-
dle hitter Rebecca Lee said. “Despite 
being an underclassman, she is earn-
ing her time on the court by proving 
her ability.”

Because it is her first year on var-
sity, Vita has learned to show dedica-
tion at practice to compete for a start-
ing position in games.

According to Lee, the team has 
managed to keep up a five-win streak 
since league started on Sept. 23, but 
the ones against Cupertino and Lyn-
brook were crucial as the matches 
against the teams that impeded their 
league win last season.

“This year our team is strong of-
fensively and defensively because we 
worked hard, driven to win league,” 
she said. “It looks optimistic too, 
especially since we’ve crushed the 
teams that we struggled against last 
year.” u

BY TrungVandinh

FALCON // ELLEN WU

FALCON // DEEPTHI SAMPATHKUMAR FALCON // JADE BISHT FALCON // DEEPTHI SAMPATHKUMAR

Junior Erin Norris steals the ball away from 
Los Altos at an away game on Oct. 10.

Senior Priyanka Pradhan sprints towards 
the finish line at the Saratoga Tri-Meet 
against Lynbrook and Prospect on Oct. 7.

Junior Sabrina Clark makes her way to the 
goal at Los Altos on Oct. 10.
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Team aims to improve 
after tough opponents

Girls learn from losses

The cross country team began the 
season with consistent improvements 
during its first three meets at Lynbrook, 
Central Park and Crystal Springs on 
Sept. 9, Sept. 23 and Oct. 2, respectively, 
as well as the annual Saratoga tri-meet 
at home against Prospect and Lynbrook 
on Oct. 7.

Senior Steven Sum placed first in all 
four meets, and seniors Andrew Harter, 
Valerie Lensch, Carolyn Qi and Christine 
Schlossareck and juniors Kimberly Chen 
and Stephen Law have also been consis-
tently contributing points to the team 
with their high scores. Freshmen Allison 
Borch, Amit Nag and Lillian Zeng have 
also placed high during meets.

“We’ve definitely came out strong af-
ter a good summer, but we feel we can 
be better,” said senior co-captain Rohith 
Krishna. “CCS is in November, so we’re 

just trying to improve slowly until then 
and do our best there.”

Daily training, including interval 
workouts, weight training and long 
d i s t a n c e 
runs have 
helped the 
runners im-
prove their 
skills and 
stamina.

“ L a s t 
year we 
used to 
[take some 
easy days], 
but this 
year we’re 
just power-
ing through 
everything,” Krishna said. “The mileage 
is going up, the workouts are harder and 
we’re just trying to be aggressive with 
our training.”

Newcomers to the team have felt the 
intense training to be very beneficial. 
Nag finds high school level practices 
much more competitive than those in 

m i d d l e 
school.

“I think 
I’ve im-
p r o v e d 
more be-
cause we 
practice ev-
ery day and 
[the team 
is] more 
organized,” 
Nag said. 
“ [Li f t ing] 
w e i g h t s 
b u i l d s 

muscle and interval workouts help [us] 
gain stamina, and I’ve imagined the 
meets as a hard workout rather than a 
competition.”

Borch found that she had to focus on 
herself and her personal goals in order 
to effectively improve.

“I think the best help for improving is 
to push yourself because it creates men-
tal toughness and the ability to ignore 
the pain and thoughts of, ‘I’m tired,’” 
said Borch.

Through intense training, the runners 
have become more connected to each 
other, improving the closeness of the 
team as a whole. 

“There’s been a lot more bonding 
between us on runs and much more 
humor,” Krishna said. “We have a sing-
ing thing going on where we sing while 
we’re running.” 

Overall, the team has seen dramatic 
improvements in times from that of pre-
vious years. 

“Seeing where we were last year 
compared to where we are this year, it’s 
almost like [we are] just completely dif-
ferent people running,” Krishna said. u

Runners take strides to further improvement
BY CassandraKing
& DorrieTang

In a high-scoring contest, the Falcons 
generated their second win of the season 
against Santa Clara on Oct. 3 with a score 
of 41-35. However, that bright spot was 
demolished by a 49-0 loss to Milipitas on 
Oct. 10, putting the Falcons’overall re-
cord at 2-3 and their league record at 1-1. 

Sophomore quarterback Will Liddle 
completed 17 out of 41 attempts for 210 
yards. Senior running back Alvin Kim 
gained 202 yards on 26 attempts and 
caught six passes for 65 yards, account-
ing for more than half the Falcons’ yard-

age. Other notable contributors were 
senior wide receiver Joey Medeiros and 
junior Vinny Faylor with 97 and 90 yards 
in catches and runs.

Linebackers senior Addison Polcyn 
and junior Alex Hawks led the defense 
with eight tackles each, while defensive 
end Jonathan Vita and Medeiros, play-
ing cornerback, followed with six each.  

The Falcons got started in their the 
running game using Medeiros, who ran 
a touchdown within the first five min-
utes of the first quarter. Despite strong 
plays made by Santa Clara quarterback 
Branden Priest, the Falcons managed to 
score by halftime with a trick play using 

Medeiros as quarterback, making the 
opposing defense uncertain of whether 
he would pass or run.

Despite another touchdown by Me-
deiros in the third quarter, passes by 
Priest allowed Santa Clara to lead 28-21. 
However, great blocking by the offen-
sive line allowed Kim to run a 50-yard 
touchdown to cut the lead to 28-27. 

Using a trick play again, Medeiros 
threw a 12-yard pass to junior wide re-
ceiver Joseph Eschen to give the Falcons 
a 34-28 lead in the fourth quarter. Lid-
dle then extended the lead to 41-28 by 
throwing a pass to Faylor in the corner 
of the endzone.

Santa Clara tried to  come back and 
managed to score a final touchdown, 
making the score at 41-35. An intercep-
tion by Medeiros in the last two minutes 
prevented the Bruins from scoring again.

In the Oct. 10 away game against Mil-
pitas, coach Tim Lugo said the Falcons 
had a hard time competing. 

Medeiros was injured on the Fal-
cons’ second possession, hampering the 
team’s chances. Miscommunication be-
tween receivers and quarterback signals 
led to multiple failed passes and inter-
ceptions, all converted into touchdowns.

The Falcons will play Wilcox at home 
tonight. u

BY ArjunRamanathan
& DevinZhao

GIRLS’ WATER POLO GIRLS’ GOLF

FOOTBALL

CROSS COUNTRY

Falcons back to earth with shutdown by Milipitas 

“

”

There’s been a lot 
more bonding between 
us on runs and much 
more humor.

senior Rohith Krishna

  

Having faced tough opponents over 
the past few weeks, the girls’ golf team 
has a record of 3-5 as of Oct. 9.

“[The other teams’] players are better 
in general and have more experience,” 
No. 1 player senior Vivian Roan said.

Despite a 207-227 loss to Los Gatos on 
Sept. 23 and a 209-215 loss to Gunn on 
Sept. 29, the team was still able to defeat 
Wilcox in its double match on Sept. 29 
with decent performances from Roan 
and No. 2 player junior Carrie Chen. Ac-
cording to Roan, the team’s toughest op-
ponents are Palo Alto, Gunn, Los Gatos, 
Lynbrook and Homestead.

In order to get more practice, the girls 
play practice rounds at other schools’ 
courses to gain a better feel for them.

“The season is going fine, but there 

are areas we can improve on,” Chen 
said. “We're excited for the match against 
Lynbrook at Deep Cliff because [coach 
Dave Gragnola] said it will most likely 
put us in league finals if we beat them.”

With the addition of many under-
classmen to the team, the player posi-
tions have been shifting.

“Overall we’re improving, but some-
times we have bad days when some 
members [can’t play] while others do 
well; other times it feels the other way 
around,” freshman Cynthia Yang said.

After losing to Palo Alto High School  
on Oct. 6 and Lynbrook on Oct. 7 with 
scores of 223-231 and 173- 197, respec-
tively, the team is practicing hard in or-
der to improve their competitive play.

 The next tournament took place on 
Oct. 13 against Los Gatos, although the 
Falcon was unable to cover it due to 
publishing deadlines. u

BY OksanaTrifonova
& ArmanVaziri

The girls’ varsity water polo team 
is in the middle of a successful season, 
with a record of 3-3, and is adjusting 
well to its new coach, Nick Berg. 

The team is in the Cupertino league 
and has made a total of 27 goals this 
season, 14 of which have been made 
by senior Madison Gress. On Sept. 23, 
the team suffered a 7-5 loss against 
Palo Alto, but came back strong with 
a 5-3 win against Los Altos on Sept. 
25. Then, on Sept. 30, the team lost 8-4 
against Gunn, and on Oct. 2, the team 
beat Homestead 6-1. More recently, the 
team lost to Los Gatos on Oct. 7 with a 
score of 6-0. Senior Amanda Moriarty 
said that the team’s morale contributed 
to the loss to Los Gatos. 

“We went in feeling really good, 
but … we began to lose our momen-
tum and we weren’t feeling as great,” 
Moriarty said. We lost the mood of our 
team, which hurt our [performance].”

Junior hole set Alexa Frieberg said 
that the team needs to move forward 
from its loss. 

“We need to forget about this loss 
and just try to win one game at a time,” 
Frieberg said. 

Senior goalie Puck De Roos said that 
while her team is good at keeping its 
opponents moving, it could improve 
on “being able to move the ball around 
more and score.”

Frieberg said that her absence due 
to a concussion three weeks ago has 
weakened the team’s offense. 

“We need to learn how to move the 
offense around even if we don’t have 
a whole set,” Frieberg said. “We have 
to learn how to drive, how to get open 
and not just depend on passing to the 
hole set and hoping it will get into the 
cage. We need to shoot from the out-
side.”

Still, the team is composed of strong, 
fast players, according to Frieberg. 

“We have a really good goalie. We 
have a left handed player, which is re-
ally helpful because it can throw teams 
off sometimes,” Frieberg said. “We also 
have a really good defense [that steals] 
the ball left and right, giving us a great 
foundation to play a strong game.”

With only 11 players, the team is at a 
significant disadvantage. For instance, 
Frieberg said that the team is unable to 
have substitutes. 

“Our time players get really tired,” 
Frieberg said. “Playing a whole game 
can be really strenuous on a person, 
but we have some sophomores that 
step up when they have to.” 

Frieberg also noted that Los Gatos 
has “a whole second set of girls.”

Moriarty said that because of its 
size, the team cannot participate in 
scrimmages or “really set up an offense 
or defense.”

Yet, Moriarty also said that the 
team’s size facilitates team bonding.  

“You have to really get to know the 
girls on your teams, how they want 
their passes, how they work in the 
game,” Moriarty said.  “It helps the 
team dynamic, yet hurts our ability to 
play.” u

BY NupurMaheshwari
& GitikaNalwa
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Eighth grade graduation — a day of 
goodbyes, tears and pants. I have a con-
fession to make; I haven’t worn pants 
since then.

OK, now get that image out of your 
head; in lieu of this overly hyped article 
of clothing, I wear shorts.

Yes, it’s the beginning of fall, and yes, 
it’s the norm for students to don shorts. 
But when the cold gusts of winter begin 
to sweep away the leaves of autumn, I 
stay true to my collection of shorts.

Every other person will resort to lon-
ger pants and jeans in times of cold, but 
not me — I am a fighter. Of pants.

My passion for shorts blinds me to 
the haters. On a daily basis, friends 
and classmates will approach me and 
ridicule my outfit choice. “Apoorv, are 
you stupid? It’s like 30 degrees outside 
bruh!”

In one ear and out the other. Rain or 
snow, I will still wear my shorts.

Even if my shorts are fitting for the 
weather, say, on a warm September day, 
I am still met with criticism. Maybe my 
shorts don’t match my shirt or they had 
already been worn that week. I’ve be-
come increasingly suspicious that class-

mates find excuses to target my choice of 
clothing just for fun.

OK, yes, I am wearing the shorts 
equivalent of “graduation goggles” 
right now. But honestly, the almost non-
existent downsides to wearing shorts are 
easily outweighed by all the comfortable 
benefits. 

Back in the dark ages, when I some-
times wore pants, I had a bad experi-
ence with them. In seventh grade, I 
walked out of science, excited for bas-
ketball practice. I ran outside and met 
my teammates at the gym. After putting 
my shoes on and stretching for a while, I 
started warming up.

Everyone looked at me with a con-
fused look on my face. I followed their 
gaze to my pants. I had forgotten to 
bring a change of clothes, and I had to 
practice in boxers that day.

Not a good day.
Shorts are much more comfortable to 

wear than pants. Even sweatpants do 
not give the comfort that shorts do.  

One day in the cold depths of the 2010 
winter, I turned to sweatpants to allevi-
ate my shivers. I walked around with the 
itchiness of my pants never leaving my 
mind. In fact, they were so exasperating-
ly itchy that I turned back to the depend-
able article of clothing, the one I could 
always count on: my beloved shorts. 

In all honesty, I don’t care what peo-
ple think about my clothes. Comfort is 
much more important than that. 

Conveniently, I’ve been dubbed 
“shorts guy” as years have passed and 

pants have remained absent in my life. 
I have proudly reversed people’s expec-
tations, as the surprise factor as I walk 
onto campus on a breezy December day 
is now nonexistent.

So, advice for the shorts inclined — 
the haters gonna hate, hate, hate. So 
shake it off, and understand that people 
are too worried about how they look to 
really care about your allergies to pants.  

It is best to just use one’s best judg-
ment on whether to wear shorts. Regard-
less, I will wear a sweater to stay warm, 
but not pants. Never pants. u

Pants: overrated and unnecessary 

Stephen Law (11) and Andrew Harter (12) 
pass the finish line at the cross country 
meet at home on Oct. 7.
Christina Crolla (12) faces off against Los 
Altos at an away field hockey game on 
Oct. 10.

Drum major Eddie Chen (12) conducts 
during the marching band’s run-through of 
their show at a rehearsal on Oct. 9.

buzzworthy FB Compliments page brings smiles to Toga 

snapshots

Matt Nobles (12) comforts a sobbing Saya 
Sivaram (10) at the dress rehearsal for the 
fall play “The Matchmaker” on Oct. 9.

SOPHOMORE REFLECTS ON BENEFITS OF WEARING SHORTS

FALCON // ELLEN WU

FALCON // DEEPTHI SAMPATHKUMARFALCON // SIMI SRIVASTAVA

FALCON // JADE BISHT

uno, dos, tres

kwatra
Apoorv Kwatra

Anant Rajeev and Summer Smith 

TOP 10 REASONS TO LOOK 
FORWARD TO HOMECOMING

Twerking from guys of all 
grades. Because a guys’ 
dance isn’t complete without 
it.

ACT is the day after the  
Homecoming game! Hooray 
for standardized testing!

Huge swarms of people in the 
quad. Not being able to move 
or see is part of the experience.

Sadie’s cancellation jokes.  
Wait, hasn’t Rally already 
been using that reference for 
the past six months?

Anticipation. Hopefully a re-
peat of last year’s freshman 
quad day.

Hanging out with friends 
at the Homecoming movie 
night. ...I mean dance.

The final product. All your 
work, dedication and time 
spent complaining finally pay-
ing off.

Homecoming football game. 
Can we possibly beat Monta 
Vista?

Disqualifications. Which 
class will it be this time?

Bollywood dances. Somehow 
India correlates to everything.

topten

Sophomore Will Liddle clicks 
open Facebook after a long and 
trying day. He’s lost his favorite 
pencil, received an unfavorable 
math test back and has at least 
four hours of homework ahead 
of him. But as he reads the Face-
book notification that Saratoga 
Compliments has posted some-
thing nice about him at the top 
of his page, he begins to smile.

“I was surprised and hap-
py,” said Liddle about the com-
pliment he received about his 
role as the starting quarterback 
for the varsity football team. 

Founded as a personal ac-
count on Facebook by a student 
who prefers to remain anony-
mous, Saratoga Compliments 
launched last April.

The idea sprang from the 
founder’s dream to spread 
positivity around school and 
was inspired by similar pages 
at other schools. 

The account allows for stu-
dents to post compliments 
about people at the school 
anonymously.

Students message the ac-
count and the account will then 
post it anonymously while tag-
ging the person the compliment 
is directed at. 

By remaining anonymous, 
the account gives people a 
chance to not feel embarrassed 
or awkward when they post 
compliments. 

Thus far, the account has 
posted over 50 compliments on 
Facebook. 

“It’s a nice way to unite the 
community by providing stu-
dents random compliments 
when they aren’t expecting it,” 
senior Rahil Khasgiwale. “See-
ing nice things said about you 
on the page can definitely lift 
your spirits.”

During its beginning stages, 
the account had some difficul-
ties with people messaging in-

appropriate or sarcastic “com-
pliments” about others. 

Some of the initial compli-
ments were disguised insults 
that went onto the page. 

This resulted in a blow to the 
account’s reputation, and its 
credibility was called into ques-
tion by some. 

The page’s creator empha-
sized the account is intended 
for compliments, not pranks. 
Liddle also saw some issues 
with how the page operated.

“Sometimes I can’t tell if peo-
ple are just making fun of other 
people and just joking, but usu-
ally I see [Saratoga Compli-
ments] has pretty sincere com-

pliments,” said 
Liddle. 

Since sar-
casm is hard 
to distinguish 
over cyberspace, the creator of 
the account has asked everyone 
to respect the sanctity of the ac-
count.

According to the page’s 
founder, it has grown since its 
conception and has become 
more encouraging, adding, 
“The reason most people shy 
away from giving compliments 
is that they worry about being 
judged. Through this account, 
submitters    really do not have 
to worry about that.” u
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Which do you prefer: shorts or pants?

44%  Pants/Jeans 

66%  Shorts

The Falcon polled 100 students.

falconpoll


