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APPLICATIONS

Glitches in Common App site 
compound students’ stress
BY NickChow
& JonathanYoung

Senior Maya Srinivasan has 
spent hours on the new Com-
mon App application website 
trying to reformat her college 
essays after the website expe-
rienced issues with spacing be-
tween paragraphs.

Meanwhile, seniors Evan 
Lee and Alvin Huang useless-
ly spent hours waiting for the 
PDF of their application to load 
and then for the application to 

Scholarship options can 
lead to difficult choices

COLLEGE DECISIONS

Alumnus Amin Mirzade-
gan is now a freshman at Yale 
University, one of the most 
prestigious schools 
anywhere. It also 
comes with an an-
nual price tag of 
$44,000 per year.

It’s money his 
parents are paying 
gladly, but Mirzade-
gan admits his deci-
sion to go to Yale was 
an agonizing one for 
a main reason: The University 
of Southern California had of-
fered him a substantial schol-
arship.

Mirzadegan is one of doz-
ens of seniors every year, 
forced to make difficult deci-
sions and weigh money and 
ideal academic environments  SCHOLAR on pg. 4

BY NupurMaheshwari
& VibhaSeshadri

FALCON // DAVID SPARKMAN

Paying homage to Mr. McCue

The SHS Student 
Gallery, opened 

on Nov. 6, dis-
plays artwork by 
former students 

of McCue, 
seniors Nicole 

Grabar and 
Stephanie Liu. 

finally send. 
The Common App’s new 

application website, dubbed 
“CA4,” premiered Aug. 1. It 
has been fraught with techni-
cal glitches, further adding to 
seniors’ stress all across the 
country. 

According to a press release, 
CA4 was redesigned to have “a 
modern, simplified user inter-
face.” Yet in spite of two years 
of development and an $8 mil-
lion expenditure, the site has 
crashed on multiple occasions 

and the organization 
has publicly apolo-
gized for the issue. 
At certain times of 
the day, mostly in the 
evenings, the website 
is noticeably slow, a 
problem some stu-
dents attribute to the 
increase of online ac-

tivity. 
“I think it’s just a matter of 

diverting online traffic some-
how,” Huang said. “It’s just be-
cause too many students are on 
it at once and trying to change 
[and] edit things that the site 
crashes.”

The new design has also been 
criticized for failing to save stu-
dent information and removing 
formatting, forcing students to 
spend precious hours to fix the 
errors. Srinivasan has found the 
Common App’s technical issues 
frustrating. 

“The most frustrating thing 
about the problems with [the] 
Common App is the amount 
of time wasted trying to format 
essays properly and submit ev-
erything just right without the 
system freezing or logging you 

when accepting a college of-
fer.

Mirzadegan, a class of 2013 
graduate, received a merit  
scholarship from USC. Mirza-
degan was also accepted to 

Yale, without a schol-
arship. He decided to 
enroll at Yale instead 
of USC this past fall in 
favor of a “non-Cali-
fornia experience” and 
a Yale education. 

“Sure, turning 
down that much mon-
ey [from the scholar-
ship] was a difficult 
decision,” Mirzadegan 

said. “But I figure that the ed-
ucational benefits of choosing 
Yale outweighed the monetary 
value of the scholarship.”

Class of 2012 alumnus An-
shu Siripurapu faced a similar 

Mirzadagen

The process is stressful as it 
is, but the glitches make it 10 

times more frustrating be-
cause the system failures are 

out of your control.
senior Maya Srinivasan

What used to be a room 
full of filing cabinets and 
conference tables is now 
filled with rows upon rows 
of vivid student art, all pro-
duced from the art students. 
The new SHS Student Art 
Gallery, commemorating the 

life and passion of the late 
art teacher Steve McCue, 
debuted its first show from 
Nov. 6-21 in the former Col-
lege and Career Center, and 
will continue to display stu-
dent work year-round.

What started out as a 
wish to commemorate Mc-
Cue’s life found its form in 

this major milestone for the 
school and the art commu-
nity in particular. Ceramics 
teacher Leah Aguayo and art 
teacher Diana Vanry came 
up with the idea of a gallery. 

“We both thought that 
it would be the best way to 
commemorate Mr. McCue’s 
life and his presence as an 

art  teacher at SHS — a much 
better idea, we thought, than 
a plaque or park bench,” 
Vanry said.

McCue passed away on 
Jan. 4 at the age of 47 after 
fighting against a rare form 
of lung cancer. McCue was 

BY CandiceZheng
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    After three days of auditions this week, the drama de-
partment has begun the casting process for this year’s 
spring musical, Victor Hugo’s “Les Miserables.”

 Drama teacher and director Sarah Thermond said that 
she chose “Les Miserables” as the spring musical because 
not only did the students want to do a darker and more se-
rious show than the previous spring musical, “Thoroughly 
Modern Millie,” but also because she had seen an increased 
interest in drama this year among many students.  

“Besides the growing number of freshmen involved, up-
perclassmen who have decided to participate for the first 
time and students who are trying to work about various 
conflicts also want to participate,” Thermond said. 

For this reason, she chose a show that would accommo-
date the great amount of talent that the school has to offer. 

“Les Miserables,” a show that is originally over three 
hours, is being cut down to the school edition of around 
two and a half hours.  

Auditions were held from Nov. 18-20, and roles will be 
announced before Thanksgiving break. 

There will be a total of five performances on April 25, 26, 
27 and May 2 and 3. 

— Melissa Magner and Vibha Seshadri

Spring musical casting to be announced soon

    
 After emerging from a highly competitive process, eight 

new Science Bowl members have joined the team.
Sophomores Alex Li, Celine Lian, Nate Ney, Sean Shi, 

junior Landon Chow and seniors Edgar Chen, Michael 
Chen and Nolan Chen joined the varsity Science Bowl as 
the newest members. 

They will join current members senior co-captains Nick 
Chow and Robert Eng.

The first part of the tryouts was held on Oct. 25 and con-
sisted of a 63-question free response test. 

Out of the 48 students, 20 were allowed to advance to 
the Nov. 1 buzzer tryouts. From there, just eight students 
were allowed to join the Science Bowl team.

“[Being on the team] means that I am motivated to reach 
beyond what I am taught in my current class,” Ney said.

The first and only tournament the team will be compet-
ing in will take place on Feb. 8 at the Stanford Linear Ac-
celerator Center. 

The students will be judged on their abilities in biology, 
chemistry, math, physics, earth science, astronomy and en-
ergy.

— Atirath Kosireddy

Eight students selected for Science Bowl team

picturethis

SPIRIT WEEK         Science teacher Kristen Thomson participates in Moustache Monday on Nov 18. 
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Two years ago, senior Nikh-
il Goel founded Project SEED, 
or Student Entrepreneurs for 
Educational Development, 
with his brother Vishal Goel, 
who graduated in 2012. They 
wanted to create student-
run businesses while 
earning money for the 
school.

The project slowly 
expanded with one 
business model and 
many additional mem-
bers. 

Eventually, Vishal 
graduated and turned 
over the organization 
to his brother. 

In two years, the organiza-
tion has raised over $3,000 for 
the school. After cementing 
the project and proving its vi-
ability, Nikhil made current 
junior Vikram Ramesh the 
president.

Recently, Project SEED gave 
its first grant to the art depart-
ment, helping art teacher Di-
ana Vanry buy essential mat 
rugs on which to place art in 
the new SHS Student Gallery.

“The art department often 
times does not get enough 
funding because paint sup-
plies are expensive and as a 
result the teachers have to pay 
out-of-pocket,” Ramesh said. 

The decision for where 
funds go is student-made.

“We have a grant board 
made up by the chair-
man Nikhil Goel and 
seniors Rick Roy, Mo-
stafa Rohaninejad, 
Nick Chow and me,” 
Ramesh said.

To make the money, 
the organization teams 
up with Salinas Tallow 
Company. Students 
essentially act as sales 

people, convincing restau-
rants to join with Salinas.

According to Ramesh, 
“Salinas gives [SEED] a por-
tion of the money it pays to 
restaurants in turn for con-
necting Salinas with local res-
taurants.”

With Salinas, the organiza-
tion has raised thousands of 
dollars in the past year alone; 
however, Nikhil and Ramesh 
hope to expand SEED to raise 
more money.

“This year Nikhil appoint-
ed me president with the sole 
goal of expanding SEED,” 
Ramesh said. “We started by 
expanding the organization 
from six to about 20 mem-
bers. If each member can get 
just one restaurant signed up 
with the Salinas program, the 
school will earn over $6,000 a 
year. 

With more members, SEED 
plans to go further than the 
Salinas oil project to find addi-
tional ways to make money. 

“We hope to have a new 
model that can also bring in 
recurring funds similar to the 
Salinas Project,” Ramesh said.

With its increase in recur-
ring funds, SEED can give 
grants to more of the school.

“We don’t have many re-
quests at the moment, so we 
have a bunch of money just 
waiting for teachers to request 
grants,” Goel said. “The SEED 
model is self-sustaining and 
teaches students about im-
portant sales skills and entre-
preneurial values in calling 
restaurants and implementing 
their ideas. It’s a win-win situ-
ation all around.” u

Project SEED gives first grant to art department
NoN-Profit

news
briefs

correction: Nov. 1 issue
In the last issue, a School Scope article stated that chemistry 
teacher Kathy Nakamatsu taught AP Chemistry and Chemistry 
Honors for 21 years. 
She taught for 21 years, but she did not teach those subjects for 
all of the 21 years.

“Click. Flash.” The camera 
went off as students struck 
various poses in front of the 
Halloween backdrop, the spir-
it commission’s most recent 
project. The spirit commission 
is taking action this year to 
spread red pride. 

”I’m trying to strengthen 
the commission itself because 
the existence of this commis-
sion is quite underrated,” se-
nior head commissioner Viv-
ian Wang said. 

With a new batch of com-
missioners and plenty of cre-
ative ideas, Wang and the 
commission are ready to fol-
low through with proposals.

“This year’s spirit commis-
sion consists of a small group 
of really dedicated and enthu-
siastic girls, and we’ve brain-
stormed a plethora of spirit 
ideas for Saratoga,” Wang 
said.

The commissioners are 
Wang, sophomore Allison 
Lin, juniors Guita Vahdatinia, 
Christina Chin and Adrienne 

Kim and senior Jessica Pham, 
who are collaborating to bring 
a new level of spirit to the stu-
dent body.

In addition to hand-paint-
ing the backdrop, the commis-
sioners placed a donation box 
to raise money for the Nation-
al Breast Cancer Foundation in 
honor of October Breast Can-
cer Awareness month. 

 The spirit commission also 
organized the “Code Reds” at 
football games, where shirt-
less guys with chest paint run 
around in front of the stands 
when the football team makes 
a good play or scores a touch-
down.

Aside from traditional 
events, the commission added 
something of its own. 

This past week, the spirit 
commission hosted its first 
ever autumn spirit week. 

A different theme was des-
ignated for each day of the 
week, and students dressed 
up accordingly. 

Themes during the week 
included Mathletes vs. Ath-
letes, Western Wednesday and 

Formal Friday.
Wang is proud of the many 

ideas that the commission has 
come up with.

”This year we brought more 
spirit days to [get] students 
more involved in these kinds 
of school-wide events, in order 
to make the year memorable,” 
Wang said. “After all, you only 
live high school life once.”

The commission has recog-
nized the ineffectiveness of cli-
ché spirit days like Hawaiian 
Day and Pajama Day. Accord-
ing to junior Adrienne Kim, 
the commission did its best 
to “get input from people and 
use it to plan events.” 

The commission received 
many creative suggestions 
from students that helped it 
decide the final themes. 

By looking at the big picture 
and planning activities that are 
appealing to the majority of 
students, the commission has 
taken a different approach.

“The spirit commission is 
going to do amazing things 
throughout the school year, I 
guarantee it!” Wang said. u

Commission strives to improve spirit
rEd PridE

BY AllisonLin

     Rally commissioners are looking to include more games 
in a holiday-themed rally scheduled for Dec. 6.

The school hasn’t had a rally since late August and 
didn’t have the traditional one during Homecoming week, 
and many students are wondering why.

The answer, head rally commission Bronwen Bowen 
said, is that the group is trying to focus on quality over 
quantity, cutting the number of rallies in a school year from 
eight to four.

“Fewer rallies means better quality,” Bowen said.
The commission is also looking to increase participation 

at rallies by asking teachers to close down their classrooms 
during tutorial on rally days.

“[Rallies have] always been during tutorials but I think 
as the years have gone by, more people have chosen to go 
to tutorials instead of going to the rallies,” rally commis-
sioner and junior Natalie Miller said.

The other planned rallies for this school year are the 
Spring Fling rally and the end-of-the-year rally.  

— Sweeya Raj and Shreya Tumu

Holiday-themed rally scheduled for Dec. 6

BY SudeepRaj

Ramesh
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Junior Alana Hess emerged as the win-
ner of this year’s Saratoga Idol on Nov. 
13, a singing contest that was judged by 
not only the usual group of teachers but 
also “Glee” cast member Derik Nelson.

This year’s competition drew an au-
dience of more than 100 students, par-
ents and staff members. The number in 
attendance was down from last year, but 
the crowd was still lively and gave sup-
port to their favorite performers. 

Besides Nelson, the other judges were 
teachers Sarah Thermond, Cathy Leath-
er and Kristen Hamilton.

The competition started with fresh-
men Ida Segerborg and Isabell De Loiza-
ga singing Demi Lovato’s “Skyscraper.” 
Junior Sonal Pai followed up that perfor-
mance with her version of “Mercy” by 
Duffy. Then, Michael Guo showed off his 
versatility as he sang JRA’s “By Chance 
(You and I)” while playing the piano.

“I was also impressed with the stu-
dents who can play an instrument and 
sing at the same time — I’m not sure 
people really understand how hard it is 
to do that,” Hamilton said. 

Freshman Esha Krishnamoorthy also 
displayed her piano skills while impres-
sively singing her rendition of “Make 
You Feel My Love” by Adele. After that 
performance, Kathy Phi sang “Drops of 
Jupiter” by Train, which gave her enough 
votes to finish in second place.

“I just chose songs that I was famil-
iar with and that I enjoyed singing,” Phi 
said. “I was nervous to perform on the 
stage at first, but when I got up there it 

wasn’t as bad as I thought it would be.” 
After Phi’s song, senior Manini De-

sai looked comfortable on stage singing 
Rihanna’s “Stay,” and freshman Julia 
Culbert tackled the Amy Winehouse 
song “Valerie.” Freshman Will Liddle 
also caught some ears with an energetic 
performance of Andy Grammar’s “Keep 
Your Head Up.” This was a particularly 
impressive set of songs because each 
was different and unique. 

“I was also pleasantly surprised by 
the variety of song choices — a nice mix 
between loud, powerful songs that sing-
ers could get really into, humorous and 
sweet songs, and soft and intense piec-
es,” Thermond said. 

The competition portion ended with 
three eye-opening acts by eventual win-
ner Hess, sophomore Camille Bismonte 
and Tyler Diamond, who would go on 
to place third. 

Hess tackled “Rehab” by Amy Wine-
house, and Bismonte displayed her 
range through Adele’s “Rolling in the 
Deep.” Diamond surprised everyone by 
performing a song he wrote himself and 
entertained the crowd with his quirky 
dancing.

“I was really happy I was voted third, 
and I flipped [out] back stage because I 
didn’t have that many friends there so 
that means random people voted for me 
[and it] felt awesome,” Diamond said. “I 
thought singing an original would set me 
apart from the other kids, and hopefully 
I could make people laugh a little.”

The night allowed students to show 
themselves in a different way from their 
day-to-day selves.

“I think my favorite thing about Idol 
is getting to see a new side of students,” 
Thermond said. “As a drama teacher, I 
do get to watch students in this school 
perform regularly, but it is a treat to see  
students I am less familiar with or that I 
didn’t know were musicians.”

Thermond has directed many school 
productions and Nelson is also working 
to do his part for the program. 

Nelson is in the process of visiting 
various high schools across the nation 
trying to raise money for their art and 
music programs. 

Nelson, a guitarist on “Glee,” visited 
Saratoga High for his Take Chances Tour 
and performed on Nov. 14. In his concert 
he performed his original music with 
professional lighting and screens in the 
background which gave visuals for each 
of his songs.

“He is a great musician and put on a 

great show and even had the audience 
get up and dance,” junior Christina Chin 
said. “Nina Nelson and Alana Hess sang 
one of his original songs with him and 
sounded amazing. I wish more people 
would have come because it was a fun 
concert for a great cause.”

But before performing himself, he 
was a guest judge for the competition.

The judges were given a different per-
spective of the event and had another 
level of respect for the students who put 
themselves on stage. 

“Being so close to the performers is a 
treat. I enjoyed seeing the moment right 
before they begin, that moment that 
they close their eyes to gain their inner 
strength,” Leather said. “As a judge, al-
though you look for vocal quality and 
stage presence, it reminds you that it is 
not easy for people to get up and per-
form. I’d do it again in a heartbeat.” u

Saratoga Idol finalists take the stage

School increases prices of food

One of the most viable options in 
terms of lunch at Saratoga High has con-
sistently been buying lunch from the caf-
eteria. This year, even though there is a 
greater variety in the cafeteria food, stu-
dents are paying more money for their 
lunches.

The most significant changes this year 
surround the pizza and breadsticks with 
the supplier changing from Papa John’s 
to Round Table. According to cafeteria 
head Pam Carino, the switch to Round 
Table was a change because of the qual-
ity of the product.” 

“We also changed because Papa John’s 
was having management problems,” Ca-
rino said. “It was affecting our deliveries 
and product.”

One change, in the form of more pizza 
variety, has generated positive feedback 
among students. Aside from the normal 
choices of cheese pizza and pepperoni 
pizza, the cafeteria is also selling bar-
beque chicken pizza this year, a change 
that has made students more motivated 
to stay on campus.

“I used to get pizza every day for 
lunch before I could go off, and I would 
get really bored of eating cheese pizza 
pretty much every day,” senior Anup 

Kar said. “Now I look forward to the 
barbeque chicken pizza and I'm more 
encouraged to stay on campus as op-
posed to going off.”

 On the other hand, the new bread-
sticks have caused some anger among 
students. In previous years, the bread-
sticks were sold at a price of $1.50 for 
two, but the new bread twists are being 
sold at a price of $1.50 for one.

“The prices are too high compared 
to other food, and this discourages the 
general sale of breadsticks,” sophomore 
Daniel Eem said.

Aside from these changes, the prices 
of items like a bottle of Gatorade, pre-
viously $1 is now $1.50; chicken strips 
have increased to $3.50 from $3, cookies 
are $1.50 from $1.25 and fries are now $2 
from $1.50. 

Principal Paul Robinson said the 
cafeteria does not make profit, but the 
prices were raised in order to “cover the 
expenses of the food and the cost of hir-
ing the workers in the cafeteria.” 

The cafeteria said the price increases 
at the school reflect those of the suppli-
ers. 

“Unfortunately we do need to raise 
prices periodically,” Carino said. “The 
companies we purchase from have 
raised their prices to us.” u

BY NikilRamanathan

Cafeteria

SCHOOL eVeNtS

LEFT: Junior Alana Hess belts out the hit 
song “Royals” at Saratoga Idol on Nov. 13. 
RIGHT: Senior Manini Desai captures the 
audience with her rendition of “Stay.”

Ali Driving School 
456 South 2nd St #7
San Jose, CA 95124

$10 off with this ad!

DRIVING SCHOOLDRIVING SCHOOLA l i
• Free pick up and drop offs
• Private training 
• Well trained instructors (408) 370-9696

(408) 626-7684

BY JonathanYoung
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ASB plans ‘Let it Snow’ formal

The ASB will host the annual Winter 
Formal on Saturday, Dec. 7. The theme 
is “Let it Snow,” appropriately chosen 
because it is “a simple and sweet theme 
to celebrate winter,” according to ASB 
Board Representative and senior Manini 
Desai. Tickets will be $18 with ASB and 
$20 without, a price $10 cheaper than 
last year.

Students can expect a Winter Formal 
similar to previous years, except for some 
slight changes according to the ASB.

“The only change that is being made 
this year is that [ASB] will be doing the 
decorations ourselves,” ASB President 
and senior Nikhil Goel said.

In previous years, the ASB hired com-
panies to do the decorations for formal, 

but this year, the ASB plans to minimize 
expense by decorating themselves.

“We are going to transform the gym 
into something wintery so people can 
look forward to having an enjoyable 
evening even though it will never snow 
in Saratoga,” ASB Vice President Anup 
Kar said. u

DaNCeS

BY SherrilynLing
& AnantRajeev

bigideaTH
E

The date
December 7. 

The theme
“Let it snow.”

The price
Tickets are planned to be $18 with ASB and 
$20 without ($10 cheaper than last year). 

Winter Formal

FALCON // JADE BISHT
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diagnosed a year before his passing, but 
chose to continue teaching as much as 
possible even as his health was fading

The gallery will continuously display 
the works of both art and ceramics stu-
dents. In the first show, all pieces created 
by students in Advanced Art are on dis-
play, as well as several Art 2 pieces and 
creations from the ceramics classes. 

“Our original idea was to create pieces 
based on the Dia de los Muertos ‘Tree of 
Life,’ but it evolved,” Vanry said.  “The 
first show really is representative of Mr. 
McCue’s spirit and passion for the arts.”

Student work featured in the gal-
lery include “Nurture in Nature,” an oil 
pastel piece inspired by the “good and 
bad sides of life,” by Art 3 student se-
nior Kate Saavedra. Another pastel piece 
titled “Unanimous,” by Art 3 student se-
nior Doris Hsu, displays a vivid image of 
rushing water and a stable tree, alluding 
to the “contrast and unity” of nature.

One part of the gallery is a tribute to 
McCue, an altar covered with pictures of 
him and his idol Cher, as well as vibrant 
pottery and art pieces, is a constant dis-
play of remembrance and respect for a 
man who left such a large impact on the 
school community. Students are able to 

celebrate McCue’s life through artwork, 
regardless if they knew him or not. 

Sophomore Michael Owyang, who 
had McCue as a teacher last year, thought 
it to be a meaningful experience.

“Mr. McCue was an extremely dedi-
cated, passionate teacher who did every-
thing he could just to come to class and 
get through the day with his condition,” 
Owyang said. “I think it’s great that 
they’re commemorating him and the im-
print he left with this gallery.”

Visiting after school, freshman Spring 
Ma was also awed by the gallery.

“It was very kind of the art depart-
ment to dedicate such a great exhibition 
to Mr. McCue,” Ma said. “Even though 
I’ve never met him, to see the effect he’s 
had on the students and teachers here at 
SHS is really inspiring.” 

The gallery, which will continually 
refresh the art that is displayed, plans to 
stay open and consistently exhibit stu-
dent work on an ongoing basis. 

“I truly believe that art needs to be 
seen,” Vanry said. “Students, faculty, 
and the community can view the incred-
ible work that the students are creating, 
and the students who create the work 
will gain a sense of pride having their 
work on display to the public. The ad-
vantages are twofold.” u

gallEry  CCC transformed into tribute for McCue

continued from pg. 1

situation. He received the Trustee schol-
arship to USC after applying for the 
scholarship before its Dec. 1 deadline. 
Siripurapu was invited to be inter-
viewed for it in February and found out 
he had been granted the scholarship in 
late April. 

Siripurapu was also admitted to Cor-
nell University, but without a scholar-
ship; Siripurapu chose to attend USC.

“It was defi-
nitely a difficult 
choice, as I think 
it is for most peo-
ple,” Siripurapu 
said. “I tried to 
visit as many of 
the campuses as 
possible to get a 
feel of the place, 
but in the end I 
think I decided to 
go to the place that I felt wanted me the 
most, which was USC.”

At Cornell, Siripurapu had been ac-
cepted into the School of Industrial and 
Labor Relations, which he says is “an ex-
cellent program for pre-law students.” 

However, he felt that he would have 
more academic flexibility at USC, where 
he is majoring in political economy but 
also has the choice to take prerequisites 
for medical school, which he finds “awe-
some.”

He also feels that the location of USC 
gives him more opportunities to experi-
ence different things.

“There are advantages to USC’s loca-
tion vs. Cornell. Cornell is in Ithaca, New 
York, which is a beautiful place but also 

pretty isolated,” Siripurapu said. “At 
USC, by virtue of it being in Los Ange-
les, I’ve been able to hear talks by people 
like Vince Gilligan (creator of “Breaking 
Bad”) … which is only possible due to 
the school’s location and connections to 
the film industry.”

 Like Siripurapu, class of 2013 alum-
nus Neil Prasad was also accepted to 
Cornell without a scholarship offer. 
However, Prasad was also accepted to 
Georgia Tech with a general scholar-

ship.
“At Georgia 

Tech, they pay for 
my tuition, housing 
and food so I don’t 
pay anything, while 
Cornell is $60,000 
[per year],” Prasad 
said. “Money was 
the main factor for 
both my parents 
and me.”

To obtain this scholarship, Prasad ap-
plied to the school early and completed 
two rounds of interviews.

“[The choice] was difficult at first but 
eventually I realized Tech was a better 
fit for me anyway and I liked the cam-
pus better,” Prasad said.

Ultimately, for many students, mon-
ey is an enormous factor in the college 
decision process, and scholarships often 
prove to be the key element in students’ 
decisions.

“I didn’t really have my heart set on 
any particular school and the fact that 
[USC was] willing to make such a big 
investment in my education said to me 
that they probably knew I would do 
well there,” Siripurapu said. u

alumni  Scholarships 
weigh into college decisions

continued from pg. 1

out,” Srinivasan said. “The process is 
stressful as it is, but the glitches make it 
ten times more frustrating because the 
system failures are out of your control.”

As a result of the myriad of technical 
glitches, numerous colleges have pushed 
back early deadlines from the traditional 
Nov. 1 date to Nov. 8, including Univer-
sity of Chicago, Dartmouth College, Co-

lumbia University, and many others. 
In spite of this difficulty, Lee believes 

that the Common App glitches are nor-
mal obstacles in the admissions process.

“I don’t think it’s really preventable; 
it’s just something we have to deal with 
as seniors,” Lee said. 

Huang avoided many technical glitch-
es by inputting his information into the 
application early in the year. He also 
wrote his essays in Google Docs, so they 

were unaffected by the site’s glitches.
“Since I wasn’t affected by the Com-

mon App malfunction, I can’t say they’re 
doing anything wrong,” Huang said. 
“From what I’ve heard, this year’s ver-
sion is much more efficient/user-friend-
ly than versions of the past.”

However, the vast majority of stu-
dents, parents and educators do not feel 
the same appreciation toward the new 
Common App, believing that the orga-

nization did not adequately test the site 
before releasing it to the public.

“Even though it may be difficult to 
program a software that can handle the 
uploads … of ... thousands of students 
across the country, Common App could 
have been more sure and careful in test-
ing their software,” Srinivasan said. “The 
difficulties with [the] Common App are 
making this more stressful and time con-
suming than it needs to be.” u

common app  Website malfunctions cause difficulties

alumnus Anshu Siripurapu

I decided to go 
to the place that 
I felt wanted me 
the most, which 
was USC.”

Clockwise from top left: Sophomore Puck 
De Roos, junior Carmine Drohan and junior 
Summer Ngo’s pieces featured in the art 
gallery’s first show. 

continued from pg. 1
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Film professionals 
present to students   

Three media professionals urged stu-
dents to follow the path that suits them 
best as they begin their careers in the 
next few years. They spoke to an audi-
ence on Nov. 8 in the McAfee Center 
as guests of the Media Arts Program 
(MAP).

The guest speakers — Barry Jen-
kin, an independent filmmaker; Gary 
Meyer, co-director at the Telluride Film 
Festival and Danielle Feinberg, director 
of photography at Pixar — discussed 
the impact of media on their everyday 
lives and how they as 
individuals became 
involved in the in-
dustry. 

They also went 
in-depth about the 
different processes 
behind the creation of 
many aspects of the 
media world, such 
as the animation of a cartoon movie or 
the preparation and setting up of a film 
festival.

“A lot of thought is put into each 
piece,” Feinberg said. “Just lighting, for 
example, has a large effect on a scene’s 
mood.”

Senior Kunaal Mithal, the current 
student leader for MAP, said that while 
the event was well-planned, there was 
initially a concern about the event’s at-
tendance.

“Around 5:45 we still had very few 
people that had taken their seats,” 
Mithal said. “And while hosting, I kept 
checking the crowd to see if people were 
actually paying attention and liking the 
show.”

There were conflicts with other ac-
tivities since the event began at 6 p.m., 
and Mithal was also worried about the 
general interest for the improvised talk 
show. 

But in the end, the show garnered 
enough interest from parents and stu-
dents to be considered a success.

According to Mithal, while there was 
no official head count since the event 
was free and no tickets were sold, about 
half of the seats in the McAfee Center 
were filled.

“When the show ended, there were 
tons of people, MAP and non-MAP 
[who] said how great of a program it 
was,” Mithal said. “And there were 
people swarming the speakers so that 
they could ask more questions.”

He credits most of the success to 
the speakers being en-
gaged, conversational 
and unafraid to share 
personal experiences, 
which helped move the 
show along.

“They were easy to 
listen to,” sophomore 
Hannah Leney said. 
“[They were] people 

who weren’t gifted with unbelievable 
talent but instead went through the 
same struggles that we have to achieve 
success.”

After the hour-long talk show end-
ed, members of the audience were free 
to join the guests on stage and request 
elaboration on any points or ask any 
questions of their own.

“It was overall a great night,” Mithal 
said. “The speakers were great, the au-
dience was great and I really had a nice 
time hosting it too.”

Other attendees agreed that the event 
had a better turnout than expected and 
that the speakers were inspirational.

Senior Sam Kobara said that he en-
joyed the event because the speakers 
were blunt in making statements about 
college and work in media. 

“[They] showed me that you need to 
do what you love, otherwise your job 
would be no fun,” Kobara said. u

BY TrungVandinh

The sound of harmonious voices rico-
cheted off the walls of the McAfee Cen-
ter as schools from across the Bay Area 
came together to participate in a wom-
en’s choir exchange concert on Nov. 4.

Lynbrook, Homestead, Valley Chris-
tian, Branham, Los Altos and The Pen-
insula Women’s Chorus participated in 
the concert. 

The choirs performed “We are the 
Dreamers,” “Can You Hear” and “Follow 
me Down to Carlow,” and to conclude 
the concert, all schools came together to 
perform “Carols and Lullabies” by Con-
rad Susa.

 “Singing with all of the other schools 
was a great experience,” senior Zabrina 
Chang said. “My favorite part was ex-
periencing other groups perform, then 
singing as a whole with the Peninsula 
Women’s Chorus at the end.”

The choir plans on going on its annual 
trip to carol at three hotels in San Fran-
cisco on Dec. 10. They will extend the 
trip to see a musical as they usually do. 
Last year, they enjoyed “The Lion King,” 
while this year, they will watch “Porgy 
and Bess.” Later in December, the choir 
will hold its next formal concert at the 

Saratoga Retirement Center.
In the same week as the choir ex-

change concert, the orchestra held its 
own exchange concert with Lynbrook 
on Nov. 1. Each orchestra prepared and 
performed its own individual program 
before coming together to play a piece. 
The concert was followed by a potluck 
and a chance for the orchestra members 
from the two schools to meet each other.

“It was great getting to listen to all the 
groups play,” senior Gloria Liou said. “I 
got to meet some really cool people from 
Lynbrook because of the concert.”

Music director Michael Boitz believes 
that the concerts assist in instilling a 
sense of pride and excitement in stu-
dents about whatever they are studying 
in class.

“We are trying to provide the stu-
dents with a performing outlet that also 
partakes as a listening and perform-
ing outlet,” Boitz said. “Working with 
groups that are off campus allows us to 
share and exchange what’s going on in 
our area musically.”

Those who participated enjoyed the 
chance to meet new people while col-
laborating on their commonalities.

“It was exciting to meet other per-
formers who we otherwise wouldn’t 

have had the chance to get to know,” 
junior Sumedha Gupta said. “It’s a nice 
contrast to watch others play, and then 
conclude the concert by coming together 

with a completely different school to do 
what we all love — play music.”

The orchestra’s next concert, a holi-
day themed one, will be on Dec. 13. u

BY JadeBisht

The marching band placed third in 
the Bands of America Regional Com-
petition in Long Beach on Nov. 9 after 
advancing through preliminary rounds 
and competing against 10 bands select-
ed from the original 15 from the west-
ern region.

Despite usually being considered 
part of 5A, the highest possible class, 
the band competed in the 2A category 
due to the categorization being based 
on school size rather 
than band size. 

In 2A, the band won 
all categories in the 
preliminary rounds, in-
cluding general effects, 
outstanding visuals and 
outstanding music, along 
with first place.

In the overall compe-
tition, first place went 
to Ruben S. Ayala High 
School from Chino Hills, 
who won all awards 
within the 4A class. 

Clovis West High 
School placed second, 
which came as a slight 
surprise since the SHS 
band beat out Clovis 
West for first at their 
competition in Fresno on Oct. 26. 

Despite this turn of events, all partic-
ipants are proud of their placing as this 
is the school’s first time performing in a 
national-scale competition.

The group left the high school at 7 
a.m. on Friday, Nov. 8, making a stop in 
the afternoon for lunch before continu-
ing the trek down. 

Staying at the Embassy Suites Santa 
Ana, the group arrived at the hotel 
at 4 p.m. before gathering in the ban-
quet hall for an end-of-the-season din-
ner complete with a video slideshow, 

awards and a senior skit.
This competition rounds out the 

marching band’s season, bringing an 
end to their show “The Year Eternal” 
and a close to the seniors’ marching 
band careers. Though the idea of free 
Saturdays and the ability to sleep in on 
Wednesdays seems appealing, many 
members are feeling nostalgic about the 
season ending.

“The competition was an awesome 
experience, and it was a great ending to 
the season,” drum major Lauren Casey-

Clyde said. “We did 
really well, but the ex-
perience was just price-
less.”

The band returned 
on Sunday, Nov. 10. 
Though they are fin-
ished with the compe-
tition season, they plan 
on participating in the 
Los Gatos Holiday Pa-
rade with the Redwood 
Marching Band on Dec. 
7. 

This will be their fi-
nal performance before 
the band completely 
switches to focus on 
concert band.

The conclusion of the 
season built up a sweet 

reminiscence for those that are saying 
goodbye this year. 

After four years of growing up with 
musicians from all grades, seniors are 
left with nothing more than grateful 
happiness and maybe too much laugh-
ter.

“There is a void in my life where 
marching band used to be,” senior mel-
lophonist Gabriella Romo said. “If it 
weren’t for band, I wouldn’t have met 
my best friend, learned to play the mel-
lophone, or found my niche in high-
school." u

BY JadeBisht

Department hosts exchange concert

Freshman Nick Sum plays the violin during the orchestra exchange concert on Nov. 1.

Marching band places 
in regional competition 

bigideaTH
E

The location
Long Beach, California

The competition
Bands of America Regional 
Competition

How they did
The band placed first in 
general effects, outstanding 
visuals and outstanding mu-
sic, winning first place in its 
class. Overall, the band  did 
well and placed third in the 
finals.

Band Competition

Orchestra, chOir meet with schOOls fOr jOiNt perfOrmaNces

FALCON // DAVID SPARKMAN

  [They] showed me you 
need to do what you 

love otherwise your job 
would be no fun.

senior Sam Kobara
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Spirit FALCON FOCUS: SEAN SHi

Sophomore Sean Shi participated 
in his first math competition when he 
was in fourth grade. In sixth grade, his 
love for math blossomed, and in sev-
enth grade, he got a perfect score on the 
American Mathematics Competition 
(AMC) 10. However, his list of accom-
plishments does not stop here. 

According to Shi, his interest in math 
came from both his talent for 
the subject and his dedication 
toward competitions.

“There is definitely some 
component of natural ability,” 
Shi said, “but I did have to prac-
tice to get myself to the level I 
am [at] right now.”

A member of the school’s 
Math Club, Shi said the club is 
currently focusing on training 
students to bring them up to the next 
level of competition. Students who 
have not qualified for the American 
Invitational Mathematics Examination 
(AIME) are working on improving their 
skills and problem-solving abilities. 

Shi said that the students do practice 
problems for the various tests during 
the club’s Friday sessions. 

According to math teacher and club 
adviser P.J. Yim, Shi always helps others 
when asked.

“He is always helping somebody,” 
Yim said. “I’ve never seen him say no, 
or come up with an excuse to not help 
somebody. He is always there.”

Yim said Shi’s inherently soft-spoken 
and guarded personality can often mask 
his enthusiasm for math.

Yim, who has known Shi since he 
was in middle school, said that Shi’s 
mathematical ability has progressively 
improved over the years.

“By the time he was in seventh grade, 
he was among the best kids in the area,” 
Yim said. “I think he transitioned to 
being one of the best kids even in the 
country.”

Shi also explained that the 
amount of pressure he endures 
during any particular exam de-
pends on the nature of the com-
petition.   

“If it’s a test that I feel is pretty 
important, I get maybe a little bit 
stressed,” Shi said. “But I usually 
don’t really care about it, because 
there is nothing I can do.”

However, when Shi is par-
ticipating in a competition, he just tries 
to “concentrate and work on the prob-
lems.”

“Sometimes [the problems] are really 
annoying or hard, and I get frustrated,” 
Shi said. “But usually I’m in that mode 
[where] I don’t really think of anything 
else but the math problem itself.”

According to Yim, Shi’s greatest 
mathematical strength is his true pas-
sion for the subject.

“He comes across as somebody who 
genuinely loves math,” Yim said. “For 
me, that’s the highest praise I could 
give. Somebody is doing what [he loves] 
to do without an ulterior motive.” u

Math equals success 
for gifted sophomore
BY RachelHull
& MayaRavichandran

No voices are reverberating in the 
usually lively cheer studio these days. It 
sits empty because the team has lacked 
a coach since mid-September. Even 
worse, the team’s competition season is 
in jeopardy. 

Each year after the football season 
ends, cheerleaders have the choice 
whether to become a part of the com-
petition team, which practices tougher 
routines for competitions. 

“We haven’t had practice since Pee-
Wee week because we have no one to 
help us at practice,” junior cheerleader 
Megan Marshall said.

Due to the team’s lack of a coach, 
only the band performed its field show 
during halftime at the home football 
game against Santa Clara on Nov. 1. 

According to senior and varsity co-
captain Stephanie Tsang, the seniors 
were disappointed that they could not 
perform at the last halftime, but said 
they “all agreed that it would be bet-
ter to make an amazing routine that 
we were proud of than risk it without 
a coach.”

There might be a new coach, but the 
team does not know if there will be a 
competition season in store for them. 

“That’s kind of upsetting because I 
really wanted to go to Disneyland for 
the [Spirit Championships in Southern 
California],” Marshall said.

Every year, the team prepares rou-

tines to showcase at the Spirit Cham-
pionships in Anaheim in May. It is the 
most important and anticipated event 
for the cheer team, and many like Mar-
shall, are disappointed.

“It has been especially difficult for 
me and the other captains because we 
have to delegate and keep track of ev-
eryone,” Tsang said.  “Feuds arose and 
we had to handle them in a way in 
which no one got angry or upset.”

Tsang and junior co-captain Jillian 
Bellamy were put in a difficult posi-
tion. 

“I think it really tested our leader-
ship skills and I am very proud of how 
we handled the situation despite all the 
difficulty,” Tsang said.

Although little progress has been 
made since Darris Davis-Gorman — 
who moved back to his home in Texas 
— resigned, the cheer team continues to 
show spirit at football games and will 
try its best to prepare routines for the 
upcoming basketball season. Until a 
new coach is hired, the team will have 
to stick together and hope for the best. 

“Things can only look up from here,” 
Tsang said. “Our cheer team is like a 
second family. I’m proud of everyone 
on the team and they should be proud 
of themselves too.”

Dance team now has coach
The dance team, who was hurt from 

the resignation of Dinishia Nichols ear-
lier this year,  has a permanent coach: 
professional dancer Brittani Sua.  u
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Lacking coach, girls 
struggle to compete
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For many students, the first few 
months of school can be rough, espe-
cially for seniors: Getting past the Nov. 
1 early deadline for college applications 
can be the hardest part of the year.

The district added a day off for stu-
dents every October starting in 2010, 
in large part over complaints about the 
difficulty of having no breaks between 
Labor Day and Veterans Day.

“I had students breaking down, often 
in tears, every year at the beginning of 
October,” English teacher Cathy Head 
said. “What they all had in common was 
[their] inability to cope with the normal 
stresses of life.” 

Head said that although short, the 
October break has helped lessen “that 
inability to cope, and [give students] a 
little more energy from one day off.”

Except for Veterans Day, Labor Day, 
and now a Monday in early October, 
students are faced week after week with 
numerous tests, quizzes and projects. In 
the time span of four months, students-
get a total of six days off.

Any days off are decided on by the 
district calendar committee, which plans 
schedules two years in advance. Every 
year, the district calendar committee 
reviews calendar proposals for the next 
two years. This committee is made up 
of teachers, parents and administrators 
from the two high schools. Three years 
ago, after much input from both Sara-

toga and Los Gatos High school, the 
committee decided to have first semes-
ter end before winter break. 

“Student stress was the primary 
reason for moving the semester break 
to coincide with the December break,” 
assistant superintendent Jeff Anderson 
said.

Anderson said that when the semes-
ter ended after New Year’s, “students 
found themselves studying during the 
holidays.”

The first-semester stress is even 
greater for seniors who are applying 
to college. On top of the regular school 
work, most seniors must also complete 
essay-filled college applications. With 
all of their school work, many seniors 
say they are hardly left with enough 
time to double up on other work that 
needs to be done.

“It is stressful and tough for students 
with tons of activities so it would be 
a great relief and help if we had extra 
days off or an extra break,” senior Phil-
lip Cai said. “However, it would mess 
with teachers’ plans which could prove 
to become a problem.” 

Labor Day and Veterans Day provide 
a few days off from school that make an 
enormous difference for students, who 
catch up on schoolwork or simply un-
wind and enjoy a much-deserved break 
from the pressures that surround them.        
  “You have more time to rest or work, 
which means that you can actually dis-
tribute your work over a wider range of 
time,” junior William Hua said. u

Give back the thanks 

In the gym on Nov. 24, a different 
kind of sporting event will be taking 
place: one involving machines instead 
of athletes.

This year, the Mechanical Science 
and Engineering Team (M-SET) will 
be hosting a FIRST Tech Challenge 
(FTC) competition. FTC is similar to 
the team’s other competition, FIRST 
Robotics Competition, but involves 
robots that are much smaller, fitting 
inside an 18-inch cube. 

The team must also complete a 
different objective from the larger, 
120-pound robots.

This year’s challenge is one of the 
most complex challenges seen by the 
teams so far. It is played on a 12-foot 
square field with two alliances of two 
robots each. Two see-saw goals and 
two scoring boxes are located at the 
center of the field along with a bridge 
and pull up bar.

 Each team must attempt to score as 
many of the 100 two-inch cubes in the 
various see-saw goals located at the 
center of the field, or two boxes direct-
ly below them. At the end of the two-
minute, thirty-second match, teams 
can earn bonus points by balancing 
the see-saw goals or by pulling their 
robot up onto the bar.

“M-SET will do really well this 
year,” sophomore FTC team leader 

Adithya Bellathur said. “There is a lot 
of dedication everywhere.”

While M-SET’s FTC teams cannot 
participate in this tournament as they 
are hosts, its 80 members will be vol-
unteering at the event, helping with 
photography, field maintenance and 
scoring.

“I think everyone is looking for-
ward to this event,” Bellathur said. 
“The volunteering should go smooth-
ly  with the number of volunteers will-
ing to participate.” 

M-SET is also involving other pro-
grams to help with the elaborate event. 
The drama program, for instance, will 
be providing breakfast for the judges.

“Robotics helped [drama] out in the 
past, and we want to return the favor,” 
drama teacher Sarah Thermond said . 

As a result of hosting the competi-
tion, M-SET received a bid to send one 
of its teams to the Northern California 
Regional, but choosing a single team 
out of the three has proven to be diffi-
cult. To resolve this dilemma, the club 
held its own scrimmage and sent the 
winning team: 7641. 

“We worked together as a team and 
are excited to win this bid,” freshman 
Suraj Mididaddi said 

This will be M-SET’s first time host-
ing an event on campus.

“It’s going to be a lot of fun,” soph-
omore Kabir Manghnani said. “The 
teams that come will have a great 
time.” u

M-SET hosts robotics 
tournament at school 
BY AdityaChaudhry
& DavidSparkman

In the early hours of Thanksgiv-
ing day, sophomore Felicia Hung will 
stride toward the crowded streets of 
Downtown San Jose. Children, parents, 
runners and volunteers will gather on 
Santa Clara Street, awaiting the start of 
the Ninth Annual Turkey Trot, which 
comprises six races, including a 10K run 
and a 5K run/walk.

This will be Hung’s first time volun-
teering at the Applied Materi-
als Silicon Valley Turkey Trot, 
an event that raises money for 
several charities, including the 
Second Harvest Food Bank and 
the Healthier Kids Foundation. 
Over the past eight years, the 
Turkey Trot has given more than 
$3.4 million to charities. 

Hung will volunteer with the 
school’s Interact Club, a com-
munity service club that pro-
motes the idea of “service above self.” 

At the Turkey Trot, Hung will dis-
tribute water and T-shirts to runners 
and cheer on participants. 

Although Hung has done commu-
nity service before, she expects that vol-
unteering during Thanksgiving will be 
slightly different. 

“Thanksgiving is where you give 
thanks for everything you have,” Hung 
said. “And I want to thank the commu-
nity by helping it out.”

Sophomore Gianna Kettmann, who 
does community service regularly, will 
also be at the Turkey Trot. She and her 
family will be running.

In addition to the Turkey Trot, dur-
ing Thanksgiving, Kettmann will also 
volunteer at a National Charity League 
(NCL) event at the San Jose Family 
Shelter. Kettmann, whose mother and 
younger sister are also part of NCL, 

joined the community service organiza-
tion when she was just a sixth-grader. 
NCL hosts community service events all 
year around, but Kettman said that vol-
unteering at the Thanksgiving events is 
especially rewarding.

 “[At the events], it’s very inspiring 
to see how thankful others are with so 
much less,” Kettmann said.

Kettmann greatly values serving her 
community.

“[Volunteering] opens my eyes up to 
how fortunate we are and how 
fortunate I am to get to help oth-
ers,” Kettmann said.

Sophomore Nihar Agrawal, 
who, like Kettman, is no stranger 
to community service, shares 
these sentiments. 

“[Community service] is a 
great way to actively engage 
in the community, and to actu-
ally learn about all aspects of it,” 
Agrawal said. 

Agrawal is the co-president of Com-
mitted to Community (C2C), a club that 
works with various organizations to 
host community service events. 

Around Thanksgiving, Agrawal will 
volunteer at a C2C event at the Resource 
Area For Teaching (RAFT), a non-profit 
organization that supports “learning by 
doing.” 

Agrawal said that C2C will support a 
warehouse that provides teachers with 
an affordable alternative for school sup-
plies. “All of our volunteers really enjoy 
[community] service,” Agrawal said. 
“They enjoy supporting a cause.”

Agrawal believes that helping oth-
ers is not only important, but an inte-
gral part of Thanksgiving, and of high 
school. 

“[Community service] is definitely 
something that all high school students 
should do,” Agrawal said. u

BY GitikaNalwa

BY HelenChen, GwynevereHunger 
& OksanaTrifonava

District hopes breaks 
offer academic relief 

Hung
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On Nov. 16, students from Cuerna-
vaca, Mexico visited the school, and are 
currently staying with host families un-
til Dec. 2. 

Sophomores Daniel Ahn, Sam 
Strawn and Andrew Weng, as well as 
juniors Aditya Chetia, Analisa Ruff and 
Amy Shephard volunteered to host the 
students. 

“I’ve never done 
anything like this be-
fore,” Chetia, a Spanish 
4 Honors student, said. 
“I wanted to see what 
it would be like to have 
someone from a differ-
ent country stay at your 
house and learn about 
your culture, and what 
it is like to live where 
you live.” 

Chetia, like many of 
the other host students, 
began messaging his exchange student, 
Uriel Díaz, prior to his arrival to find 
out more about him.

“[I asked] him what he would want 
to do and try here, like food and places 
to go,” Chetia said. “I’m also definitely 
interested to hear what he has to say 
about the U.S.”

The program aims to have students 
from Mexico experience our country’s 
culture, especially during the Thanks-
giving season.

“I came up with this idea my second 
year teaching here,” Spanish teacher 
Arnaldo Rodriguex said. “We came in 
contact with these students because 
we travel to their high school during 
our Mexico trip in February, so some of 
the kids that went on the trip last year 
know these students.”  

The families hosting the students 

this year will organize trips to San Fran-
cisco, Monterey Aquarium, Santa Cruz 
and local malls.

Ruff, who is hosting Kathya Valle, is 
even going to travel to Disneyland with 
Valle to visit her brother in L.A.

“It’s going to be a really fun experi-
ence to have her there and see how she 
adapts and how well she can speak 
English,” Ruff said. “Because my broth-
er left for college last year, I’m excited to 
have someone else in the house.” 

Strawn said that 
his family is ex-
cited to keep their 
exchange student 
busy during his stay 
in Saratoga.

“We’ve hosted an 
exchange student 
before, and it was 
really fun,” Strawn 
said. “My fam-
ily lives up in the 
mountains so we 
don’t normally do 

much, and this was a great opportunity 
for us.”

Strawn said that although he is excit-
ed, he is a bit nervous because he isn’t 
sure how much English the exchange 
student will know.

“That will probably be the biggest 
dilemma,” Strawn said. “I’m not sure 
how easy it will be to communicate.” 

Despite the possible challenges, the 
outcome will nevertheless be worth it, 
according to Rodriguex. 

“I think that this experience will give 
students not only appreciation for the 
Mexican culture, but also lifelong con-
nections and friendships,” Rodriguex 
said. “I am looking forward to the joy 
and excitement these students will bring 
to our campus during the next couple 
of weeks … This experience makes our 
world a better one.” u

Mexican exchange students 
experience Saratoga culture 
BY MelissaMagner
& NupurMaheshwari

I wanted to see what it 
would be like to have 

someone from a differ-
ent country stay at your 
house and learn about 

your culture.

junior Aditya Chetia

VoluNteer plaNs for thaNksgiViNg 
break iN hope of gaiNiNg experieNce
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It’s a classic lunchtime scene: a 
newly licensed junior, eager to take his 
friends out for their “first” off-campus 
lunch, speeds to In-N-Out with three 
or four buddies in the backseat. The 

engine revs, the radio 
blares and the thought 
of a one-year restriction 
on passengers for new 
drivers? That thought is 
long gone.

 The infamous one-
year restriction, prevent-
ing new drivers under 
18 to carry passengers 

d u r i n g 
their first 
l i c e n s e d 
year, may 
win the title 
of most-

broken rule on campus. Though often 
emphasized by parents and warned 
against by officials, most new drivers 
soon discover what they find to be a 
limited risk in driving others. 

The one-year rule is statistically ef-
fective — there’s no doubting that. It is 
part of a nationwide movement in the 
last couple decades to instate Gradu-
ated Driving Laws, or GDLs, which 
place limits on young drivers. The one-
year rule in California has been shown 
to  significantly reduce the number of 
fatal traffic accidents, but many other 
states have experienced similar suc-
cesses with slightly different rules. 

Though the rule is well-intended, 
California should modify the one-
year passenger restriction and instead 
tighten other aspects of the GDLs.  

According to the Governors High-
way Safety Association, California is 
the only state to institute a 12-month 
period in which drivers with an inter-
mediate license cannot drive any other 
passengers. Some states instead have 
shorter 3-month or 6-month periods 
without passengers — both are more 
realistic time periods to expect licensed 
drivers to wait to drive others. 

However, rather than restricting the 
time drivers must wait to carry pas-
sengers, roughly 30 states restrict the 
number of people that new drivers can 
carry. Most of these states allow driv-

ers to carry only one passenger for a 
certain period — usually either three, 
six or 12 months — and certain places, 
such as Washington, D.C., and South 
Carolina, allow two passengers. 

Limiting passengers enables new 
drivers to become comfortable driving 
others. In the same way that teenag-
ers must learn to drive, they also must 
learn to drive with distractions. Ex-
pecting someone to spend a full year 
alone in their car and then permitting 
them to drive around as many friends 
as they wish is a recipe for disaster. 

Though rule-abiding drivers will 
have refined their driving skills in one 
year, they will be wholly unprepared 
to focus on the road if their friends 
jump in the car only to blast music and 
scream over each other’s voices. 

States GDLs also vary as to how 
many months a permitted driver must 
wait to test for their license after pass-
ing the written permit test and tak-
ing driving lessons. The six-month 
learning period is not uncommon, but 
many states require a one-year wait to 
allow drivers to become fully comfort-
able before they are unleashed on their 
own. For example, Colorado, Florida, 
Georgia and Mississippi, among oth-
ers, require a 12-month learning stage. 

If the goal of the California one-year 
passenger rule is to to ensure drivers 
are comfortable on the road and thus 
reduce accidents, why does California 
not extend their 6-month permitted 
driving phase? Drivers would have a 
very difficult time violating this rule 
since they must be accompanied by 
a licensed driver over 25 — parents 
would likely realize when a car is 
missing from their home. 

While it may be reasonable, it is un-
realistic to expect new drivers to refine 
their driving skills in one year of driv-
ing alone. That would be more easily 
accomplished during the learner stage 
when accompanied by an older, li-
censed driver.

Each of these areas of the GDLs 
could easily be improved. Not only 
would altering the one-year rule cre-
ate a more realistic expectation for new 
drivers, but it could likely lower traffic 
accidents and fatalities. As of now, it 
is difficult for a largely ignored and 
little-enforced rule to be effective. u

Students should 
heed one-year law

One-year rule in 
need of changes

For most high schoolers, driving 
is the ultimate form of freedom. It al-
lows them to say goodbye to the frigid 
nights of waiting after sports practice 
for parents to come pick them up and 
gives them the opportunity to travel 
anywhere they please without a chap-
erone.

Yet many fail to see the cost, the 
dangers that driving presents. Accord-
ing to the Center for Disease Control 
and Prevention, the leading cause of 
death among U.S. teenagers is motor 
vehicle crashes. 

Yet you would never know the se-
riousness of the issue from looking at 
high school drivers today. Driving has 
become a right not a privilege among 
teenagers — a convenience not a re-
sponsibility.

The graduated driver licensing 
programs put in place by California, 
which say that a new driver cannot 
drive passengers for the first year after 
receiving a license or until he or she 
turns 18, are ignored by many first-
year teen drivers. 

Why are these teens breaking the 
law at their own peril? For one thing, 
as a new driver, having passengers in 
the car is distracting. 

Whether it be by playing loud mu-
sic or carrying on conversations, pas-
sengers can stop new drivers from 
keeping their full attention on the 
road. Since teenage drivers have not 
yet developed the skills that come 
from practice and experience, this can 
have disastrous consequences. 

According to the AAA Foundation 
for Traffic Safety, having a teenage pas-
senger in the car of a 16- or 17-year-old 
driver increases the risk of being killed 
in a crash by 44 percent.     

With two teenage passengers, the 
risk doubles and with three teenage 
passengers it quadruples. These star-
tling statistics are clear. While on the 
surface it may seem harmless to bend 
the law “just this once” when a friend 
is in a jam or when you’re short on 
time, one exception is all it takes for 
disaster to occur.

Teen drivers should allow them-
selves at least one year, as the law 
mandates, to drive without distrac-

tions and to keep themselves and 
their friends safe while still learning 
the complex art of driving. The habits 
created in the first years on the road 
stick with teenagers as they move 
into adulthood, making it even more 
necessary that they learn safe driving 
strategies earlier rather 
than later.

One of the most com-
mon arguments for break-
ing these laws is that 
teenagers claim, “I’m a 
good driver. Sure, people 
who aren’t safe drivers 
shouldn’t drive passen-
gers, but it’s fine for me 
to bend the 
law.” 

The prob-
lem with this 
argument is 
that nobody, 
not even the best driver, is immune 
from distractions. 

Nobody can maintain the same 
amount of focus while driving by 
themselves in a quiet car as compared 
to driving with passengers. 

New drivers need to give them-
selves the chance to gain experience 
while driving without a parent for the 
first time, to make split-second deci-
sions when put in difficult situations 
and to learn their strengths and weak-
nesses as a driver. 

And statistics show that when 
obeyed, the graduated driver licens-
ing programs work. 

According to the National Orga-
nization for Youth Safety, these laws 
reduce the number of fatal car crashes 
among 16-year-olds by about 11 per-
cent and total crashes by about 20 per-
cent. 

We have a tool here, one that saves 
lives, but too many teenagers are 
choosing not to obey these laws. 

While going off campus for lunch 
with friends a year earlier or doing 
a classmate a favor by giving them a 
ride home may seem important now, 
it could never be more important than 
a human life. Students need to realize 
the danger in their actions and take 
the one-year driving rule more seri-
ously, even when it creates small in-
conveniences. u

BY SarahFinley BY CristinaCurcelli

College Confidential undermined by bad information

GRAPHIC BY JANE PARK

PRO CON

College Confidential. What 
seems like an innocent pair of 
words is actually one of the 
largest college counseling web-
sites propagating college para-
noia nationwide. 

 According to its website, 
College Confidential was cre-
ated in 2001 by admission coun-
sellors Dave Berry and Sally 
Rubenstone and parent Roger 
Dooley to “demystify the col-
lege application process.” 

It provides college admis-
sion, school search and financial 
aid resources to high school stu-
dents. By creating free accounts, 
students are able to log on, get 
advice on college essays or 
scholarship opportunities and 
receive answers to frequently 
asked questions. 

But because College Con-

fidential is a forum-style site, 
questions and posts sometimes 
provide misleading informa-
tion

Although many colleges do 
have college admissions offi-
cers answering questions on the 
site, most users are not as well-
informed and are often other 
high school students. 

The best advice: skip College 
Confidential and head to col-
lege websites themselves. 

Another potential hazard is 
that some parents are reported 
to have posed as as high school-
ers to draw students away from 
applying to certain colleges, so 
that their son or daughter has 
one less student to worry about 
when applying. It is troubling to 
think that many parents would 
go to such lengths to harm the 
futures of other students. 

Another major part of the 
site revolves around students 

posting their GPA and test 
scores and asking others what 
their chances are for getting 
into certain colleges. Parents 
or even other users reply with 
false information. For example, 
they might say that the asker 
does not have enough SAT sub-
ject tests or their GPA was too 
low while, in fact, the asker is 
fine on both accounts. 

This raises the question 
on how these threads, called 
“chance me” threads, actually 
shape the mindset of a student 
on which college they should 
go to.

Additionally, with so many 
students posting their scores 
and grades, some users may feel 
discouraged or embarrassed by 
their own scores. If there are so 
many people with supposedly 
high GPAs, students might not 
even apply to their top choice 
of college because they were 

comparing their scores to oth-
ers online. 

The truth is, most high 
schools have better resources to 
answer questions about college. 
Naviance, for example, has a 
plethora of statistics and data 
about colleges and about al-
ready-graduated students. (Na-
viance also has links to College 

Confidential threads as supple-
mentary information, but these 
links should be removed as 
they are not the most accurate 
of sources). 

Though College Confidential 
is not 100 percent evil, take it for 
what it is: unverifiable informa-
tion that can be little more than 
gossip and speculation. u

BY AdityaChaudhry
& MayaRavichandran candidcaricatures
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It’s no secret that the administrators 
have made some controversial de-
cisions. Some argue that they made 

little effort to gather student input on 
the proposed full block schedule last 
year. This year, they implemented the 
“face-to-face” dance policy and a new 
system to crack down on tardiness. In 
all of these decisions, the lack of stu-
dent input led to accusations of the 
administration being, in a sense, a dic-
tatorship. There should be no student 
laws made without student represen-
tation and ideas.

In response, the ASB is now trying 
to create a stronger student presence 
on the administration’s decision-mak-
ing process through a proposed “pre-
action” amendment — a promising 
step in the right direction. 

This new amendment to the ASB 
constitution would allow the student 
council to object to administrative 
decisions that the student council op-
poses by at least a 75 percent vote.  The 
principal would then have the right to 
override the veto by the student coun-
cil, provided that he explains his rea-
soning to the student council and the 
entire community.

Looking back, the spikes of back-
lash instigated by some of the admin-
istration’s more controversial policy 
changes resulted from their sudden in-
troduction to the student population. 
Many individuals felt the changes 
came out of nowhere, and they had no 
way to express their opinions — there 

was no buffer zone. 
It is the ASB’s role to act as this buf-

fer zone between the administration 
and student body. The only way to 
“continuously improve the academic 
and social culture of our school,” as 
the ASB aims to do according to its 
webpage, is to create a healthy link be-
tween the two where ideas are flowing 
in both directions. 

It is in our best interest to engage a 

system where ASB has more of a say in 
the administration’s decision-making 
process, mainly in regulations that di-
rectly affect student life. 

The school would greatly benefit 
from giving ASB power to raise con-
cerns with sudden policy changes 
pushed forward by the administra-
tion. 

A stronger policy would allow the 
student population to act as a mature 
body capable of making decisions, 
while also providing the administra-
tion a youthful perspective that it is 
unable to really utilize on its own.

The new pre-action amendment is a 
good idea, and it is a step in the right 
direction, one that we hope will lead to 
a more harmonious future for student-
administration relations. u

ASB proposal a step forward
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Let’s take a page out of George Or-
well’s “Animal Farm,” and compare our 
government shutdown to a hypothetical, 
disappointing zoo.

The elephants would be sitting on 
the donkeys and refusing to budge; the 
donkeys would be braying up a racket; 
the rest of the zoo would all get tied to 
some posts and told to take some time off 
(stand still and do nothing, thus reduc-
ing zoo earnings and efficiency) until the 
elephants and the donkeys resolved their 
differences. 

Now, replace the elephants with the 
Republicans, the donkeys with the Demo-
crats, and the rest of the zoo’s inhabitants 
with unhappy American government 
workers and citizens. Welcome to the 16-
day government shutdown, effective Oct. 
1 to Oct. 17.

The situation, in a nutshell, involved 
the Republicans wanting to cap the na-
tional debt ceiling, while the Democrats 
wanted to raise it. 

Plus, many House Republicans want-
ed to undo universal health care, which 
was a completely unreasonable demand.
Neither the Senate nor the House could 
make a final decision and reach a com-
promise, so the shutdown began.

The entire world was witness to the 
embarrassment the shutdown caused. 

Yosemite wasn’t open on its 123rd 
birthday. The Statue of Liberty was closed. 
In the nation’s capital, trash disposal ser-
vices ceased to run. The entire situation 
was ridiculous, and should have been 
addressed at least six months ago. The 
shutdown highlights glaring defects in 
America’s government, such as time and 
fiscal management issues and inabilities 
to compromise for the greater good. 

The Republicans, in particular, are 
showcasing their trademark party obsti-
nacy; their elephantine symbol is quite 
accurate, since they seem to simply use 
brute weight and refuse to move it until 
things go their way. The cost of the shut-
down was a staggering $24 billion, just 
frittered away. America’s fourth-quarter 

GDP growth dropped from a projected 3 
percent to 2.4 percent, a huge loss.

It isn’t surprising that America has 
been so harshly brought to face its fis-
cal problems. The shutdown resembles 
a nasty wake-up call for the government 
and the nation as a whole; America’s con-
frontation with its national debt of $17 
trillion (up $1 trillion from 2012) has been 
a long time coming. 

The country faced a multitude of major 
budget problems, and Congress waited 
until the last minute to make a decision 
on all of them because Democrats and 
Republicans refused to compromise. The 
2013 shutdown is an amplified version of 
the fiscal cliff situation. 

The compromise that ended the shut-
down still hasn’t solved the problem for 
good. The debt ceiling has been raised 
temporarily, but the problem will have to 
be addressed again in January. Both the 
Democrats and Republicans had better 
get their pants up by then, or the country 
will be facing another government-man-
ufactured fiscal crisis. u

Government shutdown a costly fit of idiocy 
BY HelenWong

Praise for “Are artificial turfs    
carcinogenic?”

Dear Falcon,

A   year and a half ago, my older 
sister, 2012 alumnus Allison Toh, 
participated in the girls’ powder-

puff game during Spring Fling.
Despite all of the fun she had from the  

games, she sustained a small gash on her 
knee from a tackle on the football field. 

However, a few weeks later, the skin 
around the knee became very infected, 
and her knee looked absolutely disgust-
ing. I’d always see her itching her knee 

from time to time, but then the rash on 
her knee quickly spread to everywhere 
on her leg. 

When we brought her to the emer-
gency room, the doctors said that the 
chemicals from the crumb rubber on the 
artificial turf contaminated her knee, 
and if they didn’t do anything soon, the 
chemicals would harm her bones and 
kidneys. 

She was hospitalized right after, and 
fortunately fully recovered. Our fam-
ily still wanted to know what chemicals 
were actually in the “treasures” of the 
turf, since they nearly killed my sister.

When I read the Nov. 1 issue, I noticed 

that there was finally an article on artifi-
cial turf fields. All of the facts included in 
the article helped answer my questions. 
I also showed my family and my sister 
the article, and they were really happy 
that someone finally paid attention to 
the carcinogens on the football field.

I do agree that we should change 
out our artificial turf, but like was men-
tioned in the article, the chances are very 
slim. Not many people know the possi-
ble side-effects of the carcinogens in the 
turf, but hopefully they will all read the 
article because it was very informative 
and worth reading. u

—freshman Eileen Toh
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I’m Thankful For...

New perspective, attitude gained following 
near-death bike accident at UC Berkeley

There was no time to react. 
Riding downhill at nearly 30 mph 

on a bike with faulty brakes, history 
teacher Jim Chin — then an undergrad 
at UC Berkeley — didn’t have time to 
see the pickup truck just around a cor-
ner.  

Seconds later, after an abrupt turn, 
Chin barreled head-on into the truck’s 
metal racks.  

The accident left him severely 
wounded and near death. Six years 
later, despite the physical scars left 
as reminders of the pain he endured, 
Chin views the accident as something 
he is thankful for.

“Before the accident, I was an ex-
tremely uptight person,” Chin said. “I 
took life too seriously and was prob-
ably described as a rather unpleasant 
person to be around. But my close-call 
with death changed how I thought.”

Reflecting upon the accident, Chin 
said he had not maintained the brakes 

on his bike — a decision with long-
lasting consequences.

“At the time, UC Berkeley was un-
dergoing construction,” Chin said. 
“There was a construction zone that I 
attempted to aim for in order to keep 
my bike from crashing into other stu-
dents.”

After running head-on into the 
racks on the truck, Chin lost a small 
portion of his face, which was later re-
constructed with plastic surgery. 

Chin said that the pain was so im-
mense that he couldn’t even think 
clearly.  The accident tore important 
tissues and arteries on the left side of 
his face, resulting in part of his eyelid 
detaching from his eye.  

“I must have been in shock because 
I kept apologizing to the truck driver 
for getting my blood on his truck,” 
Chin said.

Luckily, there were many people 
around and someone called for help 
immediately.

However, upon arriving at a lo-

cal hospital, Chin said the surgeon 
who was supposed to operate on him 
thought his wounds were too compli-
cated and a more experienced surgeon 
was needed.

 “I was simply given morphine so 
that the pain would lessen and was 
told to wait about 3 and a half hours 
until the other surgeon would arrive,” 
he said. 

Following surgery, it took weeks to 
recover.

During that time, he noticed his at-
titude and perspective had changed. 

“I was extremely lucky,” Chin said. 
“There was a risk that the surgery 
could have gone wrong.” 

The close call with death not only 
changed how Chin viewed life, but in 
turn changed how he has thought and 
acted since the accident.

 “I realized that there were certain 
things I did not have control over,” 
Chin said. “Regarding the accident, 
there was a possibility that the sur-
gery would not have been successful.  

Therefore, I could either spend time 
worrying, or do my best to take care 
of myself and enjoy my time with my 
loved ones instead.” 

Chin realized that his despite his 
lack of control over what would hap-
pen during his recovery, he had abso-
lute control over what he chose to do, 
which was the most important thing.

“That discovery was very freeing, 
and I’d like to think that for the most 
part, it keeps me more centered and 
calm than I would otherwise be,” Chin 
said. 

Because of this, Chin has managed 
to view the accident positively — de-
spite the remaining physical effects 
such as the plastic and gel that holds a 
tiny part of his skull together. 

 “The accident showed me that life 
is more than taking everything too seri-
ously;  it’s meant to be fun,” Chin said. 
“Anything can happen at any time. I 
realized that life isn’t something to be 
taken for granted, and for that I am 
truly thankful.” u

The lessons learned from mother’s death
“It’s OK, you can leave now,” they 

said to her mom. “You’ve put up an 
amazing fight, just please don’t suffer 
anymore.” 

Her loved ones’ words thundered 
through Yasmeen Mardi’s mind like 
a continuous chant as she stumbled 
outside the church, sobs wracking 
through her tiny body. 

At only 5 years old, Mardi had just 
begun to realize why she was sitting 
on the steps of a funeral hall, wearing 
an itchy, black dress. Her mom had 
passed away from liver cancer. 

Now, 10 years later, as a sopho-
more, Mardi looks back on her short 
time with her mom as a reminder to 
be thankful for all she has now and to 
never take anything for granted. 

“Others who have experienced 
losing a parent to an illness or trag-
edy understand how hard it is to talk 
about it, but I always find the good 
out of my time with [my mom],” Mar-
di said. “I think that her passing has 
taught me to be really strong and to 
stay positive. I always try to be hap-
py, smiling and laughing, because it’s 
better to be remembered that way.”

Mardi’s mother was first diagnosed 
with liver cancer when Mardi was 4. 
According to her doctors, the cancer 
had started in the colon and spread 
to other parts of the body, causing 
extreme stomach pain. Mardi’s mom 
went through intense chemotherapy 
and radiation, sometimes even out-
side of the country, flying everywhere 
from Mexico to Canada. 

At such a young age, Mardi didn’t 
understand what her mother was go-
ing through but remembered the dis-
tinct changes in her mom’s appear-
ance.

“I just remember how thin my mom 
had become, and how she lost her 
hair, and how she would have to wear 
a mask sometimes so she wouldn’t 
get sick from others,” she said. “Usu-
ally, while my parents were away, my 
brother and my cousins used to take 
care of my sister and [me], and I know 
it was really hard for them, given our 
young age.”

However, in spite of desperate at-
tempts to find new treatments and 
countless visits to doctors and loca-
tions, Mardi’s mother, Chris Casano-
va, passed away on March 13, 2004. 

“I think the hardest part for me 

was the fact that I didn’t actually re-
alize she died,” Mardi said. “When 
she was sick, I remember her just be-
ing really happy because I think she 
didn’t want me or my sister to be 
scared or sad. My mom didn’t want 
us to remember her as sick and help-
less, and that’s why I think I have so 
many good memories of her.”

She remembers singing to Celine 
Dion’s greatest hits with her mom and 
reading Dr. Seuss’s “Green Eggs and 
Ham.” Even now, Mardi often bakes 
her mom’s signature cheesecake with 
her older sister and dad. 

“Now that I think about it, her pass-
ing has really shaped the way I am,” 
Mardi said. “When I first moved to 
Saratoga, I was very nervous because 
I didn’t want to be different from all 
the little girls at school who had their 
moms and went to Girl Scouts and 
did things with their mothers that I 
couldn’t do, but I made friends for a 
lifetime who are the best, that never 
judge me for my one less parent, and 
are actually proud of how far I’ve 
come.”

 Her dad has also played a huge 
role in making sure Mardi never 
missed out on what it felt like to have 

a mom.
“My dad is hon-

estly the best parent 
anyone could have,” 
Mardi said. “He cooked, cleaned, 
picked out my clothes, picked me up 
from school, helped with homework, 
watched all my plays and soccer 
games and protected my sister and 
[me] fiercely.” 

Ultimately, Mardi has learned how 
to turn her mom’s passing into some-
thing that forever reminds her to be 
thankful.

 “I feel like, now, I don’t take much 
things for granted, and I try to live 
the best I can because that’s what my 
mom did,” Mardi said. “I am thankful 
for the time I had with her, because 
she taught me to see the goodness in 
even the worst situations.”

Mardi also wants to continue in 
the steps of her mother and touch as 
many people as she can.

“I think life is based on the impact 
you have on the world and how you 
will leave your footprint in the hearts 
of many people,” said Mardi. “That’s 
what my mom did, and that’s what I 
plan to do with my life so that I can 
honor my mom.” u

I take a lot for granted, 
which isn’t right. It 
is during times like 

Thanksgiving when I think 
of what I have and appre-
ciate how lucky I am. I’m 
most thankful for my life 
inside one of the greatest 
communities around. 

To begin with, Saratoga 
itself is a beautiful place. 
Most of the people here 
live in quiet, safe neighbor-
hoods. There are local hik-
ing trails and areas for rec-
reational activities nearby. 
One of the only complaints 
most Saratogans have is 
that nothing big happens 
here.

The main reason so 
many people live in Sara-
toga, of course, is educa-
tion.

Saratoga schools are 

much more competitive 
than those in other com-
munities, but  the competi-
tion isn’t necessarily a bad 
thing.

With the rigorous aca-
demics and 
tough competi-
tion to get the 
best grades 
comes the pos-
sibility of many 
more college 
opportunities. 
Since most stu-
dents of Saratoga 
are driven when 
it comes to aca-
demics, many seniors gain 
entrance into prestigious 
colleges. A lot of parents 
have their opinion of Sara-
toga boosted by knowing 
their child will be attend-
ing a great university.

With all this luxury, a 
bigger responsibility falls 
upon students like me.

Since my community 
is more privileged than 
most others, I feel that we 

should give back 
to people who 
are less fortu-
nate than we are. 
Helping others 
with donations 
and community 
service would 
only be fair when 
we have so much.  
Volunteering is 

definetely a way I 
like to give back.

Sometimes I think about 
whether I deserve to live 
in a community as great as 
this. In truth, it is only the 
result of my parents’ hard 
work that I am here enjoy-

ing life in Saratoga. 
My parents work hard, 

ad they moved here so I 
could get a good educa-
tion. 

In response to their 
kindness, I try to fulfill my 
duty as a student by study-
ing and working on what 
I can and should be do-
ing. I try and dedicate my 
time and effort to honor 
the work that my parents 
did to get my family here.  
This diligent attitude is 
what balances my parents’ 
giving natures with my ac-
ceptance of what they’ve 
done.

Yes, we are privileged 
to live in Saratoga, but it 
is also our duty to do our 
best inside and outside of 
school and appreciate our 
many blessings. u

Runner’s narrow escape from 
the Boston Marathon bombings

At 2:49 p.m. EDT on 
April 15, 2013, two home-
made bombs exploded near 
the finish line of the Boston 
Marathon. 

The explosions claimed 
the lives of three people 
and injured 264 more; the 
event triggered a massive 
manhunt for the perpetra-
tors and drew the world’s 
attention to America’s war 
on terrorism. 

The ripples of the bomb-
ings can be felt here in Sara-
toga, too, though six months 
have passed since the event. 
Science teacher Kellyann 
Nicholson ran the mara-
thon’s exhausting 26.2 miles, 
thankfully just missing the 
bomb when she crossed the 

finish line. 
“After I finished, I was 

exhausted, but I had to keep 
moving,” said Nicholson. 
“I got a block away from 
the finish line, and then 
there was the explosion. We 
thought it was the genera-
tor at the finish line blowing 
up.”

Nicholson, worried for 
her husband, pulled out her 
phone. He was supposed to 
have been at the finish line.

“So I called him and I’m 
like, where are you, where 
are you,” said Nicholson. 
“He was apologizing, say-
ing he was sorry, but he just 
couldn’t take the crowds, so 
he had walked a block over. 
He told me he’d meet me 
at the end of the chute and 
asked me what was going 

on.”
Nicholson told him about 

the explosions, and found 
herself relieved. Neither of 
them had been hurt, though 
the whole situation had 
been a close call, a little bit 
too close for her liking.

“I am thankful I finished 
at around 4:02 rather than 
at 4:10, like I was originally 
planning,” said Nicholson. 
“The first bomb went off at 
4:09.”

Nicholson’s original in-
tention to finish at 4:10 was 
because of a bad ankle in-
jury she had suffered the 
week before the marathon. 
It had been severe enough 
to warrant a visit to the 
emergency room, but Nich-
olson surpassed her own 
expectations, finishing far 

earlier than she’d planned 
to. Luckily, her desire to run 
the marathon fast kept her 
safe.

“The doctors told me 
there was absolutely no way 
I could do the marathon,” 
said Nicholson. “I was just 
so happy I could be there 
and run.”

Nicholson stayed after 
the bombings to help the 
injured and stranded, wit-
nessing the human kindness 
around her in the aftermath 
of the attack.

“People in Boston were 
coming out, inviting the rac-
ers into their homes and of-
fices,” said Nicholson. “To 
be a part of that, to see ev-
eryone taking care of each 
other, was really incred-
ible.” u

Saratoga’s abundance  of 
blessings, opportunities

Time spent with father 
who works in Taiwan

Senior Gloria Liou waits for her father to 
come back from work. Unlike most students, 
however, her dad doesn’t just arrive at home 
after a drive from the office. He is coming 
back from Taiwan, and this is the only time 
she’s seen him in several months. Although 
Liou is seeing him for the first time this year, 
she knows she has only three more chances to 
see him after this visit. 

Liou’s father has worked as an engineer in 
Taiwan for the past five years, coming back 
around four times a year to visit the family. 
After not being able to find work in the U.S., 
Liou’s father took a job in Taiwan to support 
the family while Liou and her mother stayed 
in California to maintain a stable education 
and to avoid a complete uprooting. 

“It’s been so long it almost feels ‘normal’ 
for him not to be there,” Liou said. “But it’s 
still kind of lonely without a father figure 
around, especially since I’m an only child.”

Due to her father being gone all the time, 
Liou is even more thankful for her mother, 
calling her “her best friend.”

Although Liou doesn’t feel that she’s de-

prived of anything due to her 
father’s absence, she consid-
ers her violin teacher to be a kind of father 
figure that she can look up to.

“It’s weird, but he fills that role for me.” 
Liou said. “During my lessons we talk about 
life, and he gives me advice on colleges, stress 
and even boys.”

When Liou’s father comes back from Tai-
wan every few months, Liou makes sure to 
spend quality time with him before he has 
to fly back, eating out together as a family 
and playing card games.Another fun con-
nection between Liou and her father is, fun-
nily enough, the game Neopets. After giving 
him her account five years ago, Liou’s father 
has gone on to win her “tons of neopoints” 
through this quirk of his.  

Liou relishes these rare moments and has 
realized how thankful she is to spend time 
with her father.

“I’ve learned that the less time you have 
with someone, the more you learn to appreci-
ate them,” Liou said. “I always try my hardest 
in anything I do because I see how hard my 
dad works and all the sacrifices he has made, 
and I hope I can pay it all back one day.” u
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I’m Thankful For...

New perspective, attitude gained following 
near-death bike accident at UC Berkeley

There was no time to react. 
Riding downhill at nearly 30 mph 

on a bike with faulty brakes, history 
teacher Jim Chin — then an undergrad 
at UC Berkeley — didn’t have time to 
see the pickup truck just around a cor-
ner.  

Seconds later, after an abrupt turn, 
Chin barreled head-on into the truck’s 
metal racks.  

The accident left him severely 
wounded and near death. Six years 
later, despite the physical scars left 
as reminders of the pain he endured, 
Chin views the accident as something 
he is thankful for.

“Before the accident, I was an ex-
tremely uptight person,” Chin said. “I 
took life too seriously and was prob-
ably described as a rather unpleasant 
person to be around. But my close-call 
with death changed how I thought.”

Reflecting upon the accident, Chin 
said he had not maintained the brakes 

on his bike — a decision with long-
lasting consequences.

“At the time, UC Berkeley was un-
dergoing construction,” Chin said. 
“There was a construction zone that I 
attempted to aim for in order to keep 
my bike from crashing into other stu-
dents.”

After running head-on into the 
racks on the truck, Chin lost a small 
portion of his face, which was later re-
constructed with plastic surgery. 

Chin said that the pain was so im-
mense that he couldn’t even think 
clearly.  The accident tore important 
tissues and arteries on the left side of 
his face, resulting in part of his eyelid 
detaching from his eye.  

“I must have been in shock because 
I kept apologizing to the truck driver 
for getting my blood on his truck,” 
Chin said.

Luckily, there were many people 
around and someone called for help 
immediately.

However, upon arriving at a lo-

cal hospital, Chin said the surgeon 
who was supposed to operate on him 
thought his wounds were too compli-
cated and a more experienced surgeon 
was needed.

 “I was simply given morphine so 
that the pain would lessen and was 
told to wait about 3 and a half hours 
until the other surgeon would arrive,” 
he said. 

Following surgery, it took weeks to 
recover.

During that time, he noticed his at-
titude and perspective had changed. 

“I was extremely lucky,” Chin said. 
“There was a risk that the surgery 
could have gone wrong.” 

The close call with death not only 
changed how Chin viewed life, but in 
turn changed how he has thought and 
acted since the accident.

 “I realized that there were certain 
things I did not have control over,” 
Chin said. “Regarding the accident, 
there was a possibility that the sur-
gery would not have been successful.  

Therefore, I could either spend time 
worrying, or do my best to take care 
of myself and enjoy my time with my 
loved ones instead.” 

Chin realized that his despite his 
lack of control over what would hap-
pen during his recovery, he had abso-
lute control over what he chose to do, 
which was the most important thing.

“That discovery was very freeing, 
and I’d like to think that for the most 
part, it keeps me more centered and 
calm than I would otherwise be,” Chin 
said. 

Because of this, Chin has managed 
to view the accident positively — de-
spite the remaining physical effects 
such as the plastic and gel that holds a 
tiny part of his skull together. 

 “The accident showed me that life 
is more than taking everything too seri-
ously;  it’s meant to be fun,” Chin said. 
“Anything can happen at any time. I 
realized that life isn’t something to be 
taken for granted, and for that I am 
truly thankful.” u

The lessons learned from mother’s death
“It’s OK, you can leave now,” they 

said to her mom. “You’ve put up an 
amazing fight, just please don’t suffer 
anymore.” 

Her loved ones’ words thundered 
through Yasmeen Mardi’s mind like 
a continuous chant as she stumbled 
outside the church, sobs wracking 
through her tiny body. 

At only 5 years old, Mardi had just 
begun to realize why she was sitting 
on the steps of a funeral hall, wearing 
an itchy, black dress. Her mom had 
passed away from liver cancer. 

Now, 10 years later, as a sopho-
more, Mardi looks back on her short 
time with her mom as a reminder to 
be thankful for all she has now and to 
never take anything for granted. 

“Others who have experienced 
losing a parent to an illness or trag-
edy understand how hard it is to talk 
about it, but I always find the good 
out of my time with [my mom],” Mar-
di said. “I think that her passing has 
taught me to be really strong and to 
stay positive. I always try to be hap-
py, smiling and laughing, because it’s 
better to be remembered that way.”

Mardi’s mother was first diagnosed 
with liver cancer when Mardi was 4. 
According to her doctors, the cancer 
had started in the colon and spread 
to other parts of the body, causing 
extreme stomach pain. Mardi’s mom 
went through intense chemotherapy 
and radiation, sometimes even out-
side of the country, flying everywhere 
from Mexico to Canada. 

At such a young age, Mardi didn’t 
understand what her mother was go-
ing through but remembered the dis-
tinct changes in her mom’s appear-
ance.

“I just remember how thin my mom 
had become, and how she lost her 
hair, and how she would have to wear 
a mask sometimes so she wouldn’t 
get sick from others,” she said. “Usu-
ally, while my parents were away, my 
brother and my cousins used to take 
care of my sister and [me], and I know 
it was really hard for them, given our 
young age.”

However, in spite of desperate at-
tempts to find new treatments and 
countless visits to doctors and loca-
tions, Mardi’s mother, Chris Casano-
va, passed away on March 13, 2004. 

“I think the hardest part for me 

was the fact that I didn’t actually re-
alize she died,” Mardi said. “When 
she was sick, I remember her just be-
ing really happy because I think she 
didn’t want me or my sister to be 
scared or sad. My mom didn’t want 
us to remember her as sick and help-
less, and that’s why I think I have so 
many good memories of her.”

She remembers singing to Celine 
Dion’s greatest hits with her mom and 
reading Dr. Seuss’s “Green Eggs and 
Ham.” Even now, Mardi often bakes 
her mom’s signature cheesecake with 
her older sister and dad. 

“Now that I think about it, her pass-
ing has really shaped the way I am,” 
Mardi said. “When I first moved to 
Saratoga, I was very nervous because 
I didn’t want to be different from all 
the little girls at school who had their 
moms and went to Girl Scouts and 
did things with their mothers that I 
couldn’t do, but I made friends for a 
lifetime who are the best, that never 
judge me for my one less parent, and 
are actually proud of how far I’ve 
come.”

 Her dad has also played a huge 
role in making sure Mardi never 
missed out on what it felt like to have 

a mom.
“My dad is hon-

estly the best parent 
anyone could have,” 
Mardi said. “He cooked, cleaned, 
picked out my clothes, picked me up 
from school, helped with homework, 
watched all my plays and soccer 
games and protected my sister and 
[me] fiercely.” 

Ultimately, Mardi has learned how 
to turn her mom’s passing into some-
thing that forever reminds her to be 
thankful.

 “I feel like, now, I don’t take much 
things for granted, and I try to live 
the best I can because that’s what my 
mom did,” Mardi said. “I am thankful 
for the time I had with her, because 
she taught me to see the goodness in 
even the worst situations.”

Mardi also wants to continue in 
the steps of her mother and touch as 
many people as she can.

“I think life is based on the impact 
you have on the world and how you 
will leave your footprint in the hearts 
of many people,” said Mardi. “That’s 
what my mom did, and that’s what I 
plan to do with my life so that I can 
honor my mom.” u

I take a lot for granted, 
which isn’t right. It 
is during times like 

Thanksgiving when I think 
of what I have and appre-
ciate how lucky I am. I’m 
most thankful for my life 
inside one of the greatest 
communities around. 

To begin with, Saratoga 
itself is a beautiful place. 
Most of the people here 
live in quiet, safe neighbor-
hoods. There are local hik-
ing trails and areas for rec-
reational activities nearby. 
One of the only complaints 
most Saratogans have is 
that nothing big happens 
here.

The main reason so 
many people live in Sara-
toga, of course, is educa-
tion.

Saratoga schools are 

much more competitive 
than those in other com-
munities, but  the competi-
tion isn’t necessarily a bad 
thing.

With the rigorous aca-
demics and 
tough competi-
tion to get the 
best grades 
comes the pos-
sibility of many 
more college 
opportunities. 
Since most stu-
dents of Saratoga 
are driven when 
it comes to aca-
demics, many seniors gain 
entrance into prestigious 
colleges. A lot of parents 
have their opinion of Sara-
toga boosted by knowing 
their child will be attend-
ing a great university.

With all this luxury, a 
bigger responsibility falls 
upon students like me.

Since my community 
is more privileged than 
most others, I feel that we 

should give back 
to people who 
are less fortu-
nate than we are. 
Helping others 
with donations 
and community 
service would 
only be fair when 
we have so much.  
Volunteering is 

definetely a way I 
like to give back.

Sometimes I think about 
whether I deserve to live 
in a community as great as 
this. In truth, it is only the 
result of my parents’ hard 
work that I am here enjoy-

ing life in Saratoga. 
My parents work hard, 

ad they moved here so I 
could get a good educa-
tion. 

In response to their 
kindness, I try to fulfill my 
duty as a student by study-
ing and working on what 
I can and should be do-
ing. I try and dedicate my 
time and effort to honor 
the work that my parents 
did to get my family here.  
This diligent attitude is 
what balances my parents’ 
giving natures with my ac-
ceptance of what they’ve 
done.

Yes, we are privileged 
to live in Saratoga, but it 
is also our duty to do our 
best inside and outside of 
school and appreciate our 
many blessings. u

Runner’s narrow escape from 
the Boston Marathon bombings

At 2:49 p.m. EDT on 
April 15, 2013, two home-
made bombs exploded near 
the finish line of the Boston 
Marathon. 

The explosions claimed 
the lives of three people 
and injured 264 more; the 
event triggered a massive 
manhunt for the perpetra-
tors and drew the world’s 
attention to America’s war 
on terrorism. 

The ripples of the bomb-
ings can be felt here in Sara-
toga, too, though six months 
have passed since the event. 
Science teacher Kellyann 
Nicholson ran the mara-
thon’s exhausting 26.2 miles, 
thankfully just missing the 
bomb when she crossed the 

finish line. 
“After I finished, I was 

exhausted, but I had to keep 
moving,” said Nicholson. 
“I got a block away from 
the finish line, and then 
there was the explosion. We 
thought it was the genera-
tor at the finish line blowing 
up.”

Nicholson, worried for 
her husband, pulled out her 
phone. He was supposed to 
have been at the finish line.

“So I called him and I’m 
like, where are you, where 
are you,” said Nicholson. 
“He was apologizing, say-
ing he was sorry, but he just 
couldn’t take the crowds, so 
he had walked a block over. 
He told me he’d meet me 
at the end of the chute and 
asked me what was going 

on.”
Nicholson told him about 

the explosions, and found 
herself relieved. Neither of 
them had been hurt, though 
the whole situation had 
been a close call, a little bit 
too close for her liking.

“I am thankful I finished 
at around 4:02 rather than 
at 4:10, like I was originally 
planning,” said Nicholson. 
“The first bomb went off at 
4:09.”

Nicholson’s original in-
tention to finish at 4:10 was 
because of a bad ankle in-
jury she had suffered the 
week before the marathon. 
It had been severe enough 
to warrant a visit to the 
emergency room, but Nich-
olson surpassed her own 
expectations, finishing far 

earlier than she’d planned 
to. Luckily, her desire to run 
the marathon fast kept her 
safe.

“The doctors told me 
there was absolutely no way 
I could do the marathon,” 
said Nicholson. “I was just 
so happy I could be there 
and run.”

Nicholson stayed after 
the bombings to help the 
injured and stranded, wit-
nessing the human kindness 
around her in the aftermath 
of the attack.

“People in Boston were 
coming out, inviting the rac-
ers into their homes and of-
fices,” said Nicholson. “To 
be a part of that, to see ev-
eryone taking care of each 
other, was really incred-
ible.” u

Saratoga’s abundance  of 
blessings, opportunities

Time spent with father 
who works in Taiwan

Senior Gloria Liou waits for her father to 
come back from work. Unlike most students, 
however, her dad doesn’t just arrive at home 
after a drive from the office. He is coming 
back from Taiwan, and this is the only time 
she’s seen him in several months. Although 
Liou is seeing him for the first time this year, 
she knows she has only three more chances to 
see him after this visit. 

Liou’s father has worked as an engineer in 
Taiwan for the past five years, coming back 
around four times a year to visit the family. 
After not being able to find work in the U.S., 
Liou’s father took a job in Taiwan to support 
the family while Liou and her mother stayed 
in California to maintain a stable education 
and to avoid a complete uprooting. 

“It’s been so long it almost feels ‘normal’ 
for him not to be there,” Liou said. “But it’s 
still kind of lonely without a father figure 
around, especially since I’m an only child.”

Due to her father being gone all the time, 
Liou is even more thankful for her mother, 
calling her “her best friend.”

Although Liou doesn’t feel that she’s de-

prived of anything due to her 
father’s absence, she consid-
ers her violin teacher to be a kind of father 
figure that she can look up to.

“It’s weird, but he fills that role for me.” 
Liou said. “During my lessons we talk about 
life, and he gives me advice on colleges, stress 
and even boys.”

When Liou’s father comes back from Tai-
wan every few months, Liou makes sure to 
spend quality time with him before he has 
to fly back, eating out together as a family 
and playing card games.Another fun con-
nection between Liou and her father is, fun-
nily enough, the game Neopets. After giving 
him her account five years ago, Liou’s father 
has gone on to win her “tons of neopoints” 
through this quirk of his.  

Liou relishes these rare moments and has 
realized how thankful she is to spend time 
with her father.

“I’ve learned that the less time you have 
with someone, the more you learn to appreci-
ate them,” Liou said. “I always try my hardest 
in anything I do because I see how hard my 
dad works and all the sacrifices he has made, 
and I hope I can pay it all back one day.” u
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Recently, there has been controversy 
surrounding the movie “Captain Phil-
lips.” The film paints Phillips as a hero 
who led his crew through the terror of 
Somali pirates. Since the movie’s Oct. 11 
release, however, crew members have 
come forward criticizing his poor leader-
ship and calling the portrayal of Phillips’ 
character completely inaccurate. In fact, 
a handful of crew members are suing 
Phillips for $50 million, testifying “will-
ful, wanton and conscious disregard for 
their safety.”

Because the court has not yet decided 
on its verdict, there isn’t really a “true 
story” for this movie to be based on. Au-
diences across the nation are possibly 
being fed a completely inaccurate depic-
tion that is still being advertised as being 
“based on a true story.” 

Major movie makers recreate true 
stories to attract big audiences or to 
feed their enjoyment of interpretation. 
Whether these companies’ true motives 
are the Oscar awards or oceans of cash, 
it is critical to question whether these 
writers should be able to twist reality for 
cinematic benefit.

At first glance, the answer is a blatant 
no. No one should be given the right to 
alter the occurrences of another person’s 

life in order to benefit a movie. In some 
ways, this could be considered a big 
middle finger from the director to the 
person in question. “I see why the audi-
ence would be captivated by your life 
story, but...let’s change this part. And 
this part. And this part too.” 

This is like turning non-fiction into fic-
tion by adding liberal changes to a true 
story. These stories then go down in cin-
ematic history — aside from those few 
made-up and altered details, of course.

That isn’t to say that directors are not 
allowed to make differences based on 
their own creative intellect. 

In a movie adaptation, the right-
ful owner signs over the rights of their 
product to the director; authors don’t re-
ally have the right to argue against what 
they don’t own anymore. They have giv-
en their consent, so they should know 
exactly what they’re signing up for. 

Directors are cinematic artists; they 
are allowed to make alterations based on 
their own judgement. Life is not a mov-
ie; some things need to be emphasized 
to capture emotions or drive the overall 
message. After all, movies are entertain-
ment. If audiences want the hard facts, 
they should invest in documentaries.

Considering all of this, directors can 
achieve an acceptable version of the 
original through careful consideration. 
Their job requires them to adjust accord-

ingly without chopping off a movie’s 
arm, per se. Directors need to realize 
that however they portray the situation, 
audiences will leave with that particular 
impression. Any major alteration should 
be consented by the author or subject to 
receive their consent. It’s basic manners. 

On occasion, directors go forth with 
their vision without checking up on, 
well, anything. Mark Zuckerberg recalls 
that the only accurate component of “The 
Social Network” was his wardrobe. 

“Every single shirt and fleece 
that I had in that movie is actu-
ally a shirt or fleece that I own,” 
Zuckerberg said. 

Director of “The Social Net-
work”, David Fincher, went as 
far as to create an entirely dif-
ferent motive behind Zucker-
berg’s creation of the social 
platform; the movie heavily 
implied his desire to climb 
the social ladder. Given this 
new motive, the audience 
perceives Zuckerberg as a ego-
centric maniac as opposed to 
the innovative individual he 
really is. Understandably, 
Zuckerberg was less than 
happy with the film.

“They [the film’s cre-
ators] just can’t wrap 
their head around 

the idea that someone might build some-
thing because they like building things,” 
Zuckerberg said.

Without consent, major alterations 
that completely twist a story based in 
reality are not OK. However, smaller 
details should be acceptable given the 
experience and authority that the direc-
tor holds. For better or worse, directors 

have innovative and 
creative minds that 

have the power to 
influence audi-

ences through 
cinema. Let’s 
hope they use 
this power 
wisely, and 
in a way that 
honors the 

truth in a 
t r u e - l i f e 
story. u

“Did I sound abstract? I hope 
it sounded more confusing 
than that,” rapper and pro-

ducer El-P said in “Tuned Mass Damp-
er,” a song off his 2002 album “Fantastic 
Damage.” For the better part of the last 
20 years, El-P has been a leading figure 
in the underground hip-hop scene and a 
part of some modern day classics in the 
genre. 

Last year, I was exposed to El-P for 
the first time in his third solo 
studio album, “Cancer 4 Cure,” 
and I’ve been hooked ever 
since. I have to hear every pro-
duction, every lyric; I have to 
own every album, every piece 
of memorabilia. 

The album that caught the 
ears of listeners in the hip-
hop community was Compa-
ny Flow’s “Funcrusher Plus” 
(Company Flow was El-P’s 
hip-hop group at the time.) The 
1997 album was the birth of El-P’s career, 
as his unique production style was uni-
versally praised.

As El-P’s career was in its infancy, I 
was in mine. Clearly, I was not aware of 
it at the time, but in hindsight, my life 
has more or less matched up with El-P’s 
career.

In 2001, he produced another master-
piece, Cannibal Ox’s “The Cold Vein.” 
El-P’s career was only 4-years-old and 
was now coming into its own. 

His production style is unique, even 
for underground hip-hop. He is able to 
seamlessly meld electronic and indus-
trial sounds while infusing futuristic ele-
ments into each beat.

As El-P matured and grew, I made the 
shift from infancy to childhood. Just as 
he gained steam as a producer and was 
looking to make his own solo album, I 
was a preschooler looking forward to el-
ementary school. 

After gaining popularity and 
hype through his production 
expertise, El-P finally put out 
his first solo album, “Fantastic 
Damage,” in 2002.

The album was successful, 
and El-P proved he was able to 
rap, not only produce. After a 
small period of inactivity, El-P 
released his second solo album, 
“I’ll Sleep When You’re Dead,” 
in 2007. While the album was 
critically praised as well, I had 

not yet discovered El-P.
Then, last year, El-P made a huge 

splash releasing his third solo album, 
“Cancer 4 Cure,” dedicated to the late-
Camu Tao, a fellow rapper who died of 
lung cancer. He was also the producer 
for Killer Mike’s album “R.A.P. Music,” 
which drew much critical acclaim. Look-
ing around on the internet for some new 
music, I happened upon this album and 
was drawn to its lyrics and production.

This was the start of my El-P collec-

tion. His music grabbed me in a way 
no other artist had. I was drawn by his 
complex beats and detailed production 
and was kept interested by his rapping 
ability. His lyricism caught my ear and-
never let go.

I became obsessed and wanted to own 
everything El-P. I started listening to him 
intently, writing down some of his lyrics, 
attempting to decipher some of the more 
obscure concepts. I bought “Funcrusher 
Plus,” “The Cold Vein” and each of his 
solo projects, some on vinyl. 

During the summer after junior year, 
I probably listened to an El-P album ev-
ery day. Whether he was producing or 
rapping, I loved all of it.  

While El-P got his name out through 
his works as a producer, his ability to 
spit bars shouldn’t be denied. El-P has 
many complex lyrics, and he consis-
tently is able to utilize internal rhyme 
schemes within his lines that make his 
words liquid.

The more and more I become familiar 
with El-P’s songs, the more connected I 
feel with El-P as a person. 

Not only does he pour out his emo-
tions and views in each song, but he is 
also always precise and calculating in 
every word he chooses. Sometimes sim-
ple nuances in word choice reflect some-
thing uniquely El-P. 

El-P was a high school dropout who 
only made a name for himself through 
his persistence and passion. He truly 
worked his way up from the bottom, 
and I admire him for that.

El-P epitomizes the cliche of a “self-
made man” and gives me the determi-
nation to achieve my goals if I have the  
work ethic and passion El-P has regard-
ing hip-hop beats and production.  

I would love the opportunity to one 
day meet my idol if only to ask about his 
inspirations. El-P has been a consistent 
role model for me due to his individual-
ism and drive. u

Senior finds parallels with hip-hop producer

JONATHAN
YOUNG

Young Money

‘(Barely) based on a true story:’ should 
directors be allowed to alter true events?
BY JadeBisht
& LaurenLouie

Netflix shaping up to be 
next big media revolution

When services like Netflix first came 
up, they only offered online DVD rent-
ing options. Back then, the question was 
whether Netflix would overtake physi-
cal shops like Hollywood Video and 
Blockbuster, but with the shutdown of 
all but some of the video-renting shops 
around America came the launch of 
online streaming sites like Netflix and 
Hulu. Now, the question has shifted to 
whether these increasingly popular ac-
count-based services will overtake the 
media kingpins of the past century: cable 
television and even movie theaters.

   With its website claiming to have 
“over 40 million members in 41 coun-
tries,” and “more than one billion hours 
of TV shows and movies,” Netflix is 
a force to be reckoned with in the en-
tertainment industry. The difference, 
however, between what Netflix was as 
a DVD-shipper and what it is now as 
an online streaming site is that now the 
company has the medium and capital to 
make its own content, and this has been 
greeted with a warm embrace by many 
“TV to Netflix” converts.

   While many people use Netflix as 
a supplement to TV, watching episodes 
live on television and only watching old 
episodes or ones they miss on Netflix, 
more and more people are beginning to 

wonder if the future lies in Netflix re-
placing TV completely. 

Their reasoning is that with Netflix, 
not only are viewers getting the shows 
and movies they would normally watch 
on TV (in the UK, episodes are even up-
loaded immediately after they are aired 
for some shows,) but also Netflix exclu-
sive series like “House of Cards” and 
the immensely successful “Orange is 
the New Black” — and for only $7.99 a 
month.

This $7.99 a month is also a key fac-
tor to why cable might get thrown by the 
wayside. Comcast, one of the major ca-
ble providers in America, sells their ser-
vice for $30 a month. That’s more than 3 
times what Netflix charges!

Another feature many people appreci-
ate from Netflix is its on demand aspect. 
While Comcast and several other cable 
providers have On-Demand services, 
they are on a renting basis, while with 
Netflix viewers can watch any of the en-
tertainment they provide as many times 
as they want for as long as they want. 
Netflix also obviously has a bigger selec-
tion than any cable on-demand option, 
since it is made for that purpose.

With lower costs, the ability to op-
erate on any hardware, a larger selec-
tion and availability, Netflix may soon 
emerge victorious out of a fading inter-
est in TV. u

BY RotemShaked

PANDORA®

            Spotify           VS.        paNdora          VS.     ituNeS radio

Juxtaposing top three Internet music outlets

togatalks

senior Jonathan Yang

Pandora because 
it lets me discover 
new and random 
music.”

junior Patrick Hyunh

Spotify because 
it’s on demand 
and you can listen 
to whatever you 
want.”

Which do you 
prefer: Spotify, 
Pandora or iTunes 
Radio?

39%

senior Rachel Li

Spotify! I like how 
easy it is to look 
up songs and find 
new songs to add 
to your playlists.”
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Producer Flume brings 
refreshing take on EDM

At a time when many of dance mu-
sic’s big guns seem happy to overlook 
the past 20 years of the genre’s pro-
gression to please the hugely lucra-
tive electronic dance music, or EDM, 
market, Flume’s emergence has been 
a breath of creative fresh air. 

Harley Streten, also known as 
Flume, is a Sydney-based producer 
who favors substance over fake gold-
plated sheen. His self-titled debut al-
bum, “Flume,” should be  guaranteed 
success across the board, both com-
mercially and critically.

Streten has already enjoyed consid-
erable success in his native Australia, 
where this album has been available 
since November 2012.

The chopped up, pitch-shifted vo-
cals, electro-stabs and gentle chords of 
Sinatra flows into the raw emotion of 
“Holdin On” and “Left Alone.” “Left 
Alone” features the vocal talents of 
Chet Faker and transitions into the 
summer-y strains of the next song 
“Sleepless.”

The album’s strong opening is 
backed up by the galloping, melan-

choly pop sound of “Insane” and 
dubstep-paced bass workout of “More 
Than You Thought.” This evolves into 
tribal chant-led ambience before the 
two seemingly opposing forces com-
bine magnificently.

Flume’s explicit foray into hip-hop, 
“On Top,” is chock-full of deafening 
chords and exploratory synth beats, 
with Los Angeles rapper T. Shirt em-
bracing the dual roles of crowd-rocker 
and an introspective Kid Cudi-esque 
crooner.

The music box twinkle of “Warm 
Thoughts,” meanwhile, is a seeming-
ly simple idea that manages to carry 
soulful emotion via its rolling melody 
and deftly layered vocals.

Streten proves that potential mass 
appeal need not come at the expense 
of creative flair and fresh ideas. The 
album manages to be a timeless re-
lease in terms of modern electronic 
music, one that could have dropped 
at any point over the past decade or 
so and still have made an impact. 

With an opening album as impres-
sive as this, the 20-years young pro-
ducer is surely someone to watch out 
for as he makes his way to the top. u

BY IngridHong

Artwork for Flume’s debut album “Flume,” featuring the chart-topper “Holdin On.”
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RATING: 

3rd place , 7 out of 10
ADS AND FREQUENCY: Yes, every 5 songs

QUALITY: Mobile: 96 kbps; Free and Unlimited: 160 
kbps; Premium: 320 kbps

PREMIUM SERVICE(S): Unlimited: No ads; Premi-
um: No ads, mobile and offline listening

PRICE: Standard: Free; Unlimited: $4.99 per month; 
Premium: $9.99 per month

HOW DOES IT WORK: The user creates playlists by 
searching and selecting music. There are also pre-
made genre stations and accessible full albums. 

THE GOOD:
Spotify allows for quick access to a full catalogue of 
diverse music. The program functions similarly to 
iTunes and allows users to quickly search for tracks 
and play them instantly for free. Songs can quickly be 
saved to customized playlists and recalled at a later 
time.

THE BAD:
The ads are frequent, and most are fairly long at 30 
seconds. In addition to audio ads, the application fea-
tures large banner ads on the bottom and sides of the 
window. The premium subscriptions are also more 
expensive than any other music streaming service.

THE BOTTOM LINE:
While Spotify is able to offer a wide selection of songs, 
it comes at a cost of either a higher number of ads or 
an expensive premium subscription. An application 
called Blockify is able to mute audio ads, but does not 
actually block them. u

RATING: 

1st place, 8 out of 10
ADS AND FREQUENCY: Yes, every 5 to 8 songs

QUALITY: Free: 64 kbps; One: 192 kbps

PREMIUM SERVICE(S): Pandora One: More skips, 
no ads

PRICE: Standard: Free; Premium: $36 per year or 
$3.99 per month

HOW DOES IT WORK: Automatically creates a play-
list based on user input of a song, artist or genre.

THE GOOD:
Pandora has a huge variety of music, and its library is 
always up to date with new tracks. Pandora is perfect 
for discovering new music and listening to some of 
your favorites. This service also uses your feedback 
to “learn” what you listen to and makes decisions for 
future songs using this gathered information.

THE BAD:
There are a fair number of ads (audio, video and ban-
ner) in the free subscription, and some songs don’t 
fit certain genre-based stations. To cut costs, Pandora 
has also substituted live versions for studio-record-
ed songs. The free quality is much lower than other 
comparable services. Playlists are also preset, and 
songs cannot be specifically selected.

THE BOTTOM LINE:
Pandora is awesome for listening to music of many 
different genres. The service has a large amount of 
ads, but these can quickly be remedied by either 
buying the Pandora One subscription or by install-
ing extensions like AdBlock. u

RATING: 

2nd place, 7.5 out of 10
ADS AND FREQUENCY: Yes, every 10-12 songs

QUALITY: Free: 128 kbps; Match: 256 kbps

PREMIUM SERVICE(S): iTunes Match: No ads, un-
limited skips,  cloud music storage

PRICE: Standard: Free; Match: $24.99 per year

HOW DOES IT WORK: Choose from Guest DJ sta-
tions, genre stations or create stations based on an art-
ist or song.

THE GOOD:
The music quality of iTunes Radio is very good and 
ads are limited. It has a large selection of music, and 
since it is integrated into iTunes, buying a song that 
you’ve heard can be done easily. iTunes Radio also al-
lows further customization by setting stations to one 
of three modes: hits, variety and discovery.

THE BAD:
As the service is fairly new, there are still some glitch-
es. Sometimes, the service plays the same song in a 
row, or too often. Every now and then iTunes Radio 
also ignores user feedback and plays songs despite 
them being marked “never play this song.”

THE BOTTOM LINE:
Since iTunes Radio is still in its early phases, there are 
still some glitches, but it harbors a lot of potential. 
For now, it is better to select one of the pre-made sta-
tions rather than creating a custom one. Upgrading 
to iTunes match allows unlimited skipping of songs 
and higher quality audio, while also enabling the cus-
tomer to access his purchased music in the cloud. u

— BY DAVID SPARKMAN
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Recently, there has been controversy 
surrounding the movie “Captain Phil-
lips.” The film paints Phillips as a hero 
who led his crew through the terror of 
Somali pirates. Since the movie’s Oct. 11 
release, however, crew members have 
come forward criticizing his poor leader-
ship and calling the portrayal of Phillips’ 
character completely inaccurate. In fact, 
a handful of crew members are suing 
Phillips for $50 million, testifying “will-
ful, wanton and conscious disregard for 
their safety.”

Because the court has not yet decided 
on its verdict, there isn’t really a “true 
story” for this movie to be based on. Au-
diences across the nation are possibly 
being fed a completely inaccurate depic-
tion that is still being advertised as being 
“based on a true story.” 

Major movie makers recreate true 
stories to attract big audiences or to 
feed their enjoyment of interpretation. 
Whether these companies’ true motives 
are the Oscar awards or oceans of cash, 
it is critical to question whether these 
writers should be able to twist reality for 
cinematic benefit.

At first glance, the answer is a blatant 
no. No one should be given the right to 
alter the occurrences of another person’s 

life in order to benefit a movie. In some 
ways, this could be considered a big 
middle finger from the director to the 
person in question. “I see why the audi-
ence would be captivated by your life 
story, but...let’s change this part. And 
this part. And this part too.” 

This is like turning non-fiction into fic-
tion by adding liberal changes to a true 
story. These stories then go down in cin-
ematic history — aside from those few 
made-up and altered details, of course.

That isn’t to say that directors are not 
allowed to make differences based on 
their own creative intellect. 

In a movie adaptation, the right-
ful owner signs over the rights of their 
product to the director; authors don’t re-
ally have the right to argue against what 
they don’t own anymore. They have giv-
en their consent, so they should know 
exactly what they’re signing up for. 

Directors are cinematic artists; they 
are allowed to make alterations based on 
their own judgement. Life is not a mov-
ie; some things need to be emphasized 
to capture emotions or drive the overall 
message. After all, movies are entertain-
ment. If audiences want the hard facts, 
they should invest in documentaries.

Considering all of this, directors can 
achieve an acceptable version of the 
original through careful consideration. 
Their job requires them to adjust accord-

ingly without chopping off a movie’s 
arm, per se. Directors need to realize 
that however they portray the situation, 
audiences will leave with that particular 
impression. Any major alteration should 
be consented by the author or subject to 
receive their consent. It’s basic manners. 

On occasion, directors go forth with 
their vision without checking up on, 
well, anything. Mark Zuckerberg recalls 
that the only accurate component of “The 
Social Network” was his wardrobe. 

“Every single shirt and fleece 
that I had in that movie is actu-
ally a shirt or fleece that I own,” 
Zuckerberg said. 

Director of “The Social Net-
work”, David Fincher, went as 
far as to create an entirely dif-
ferent motive behind Zucker-
berg’s creation of the social 
platform; the movie heavily 
implied his desire to climb 
the social ladder. Given this 
new motive, the audience 
perceives Zuckerberg as a ego-
centric maniac as opposed to 
the innovative individual he 
really is. Understandably, 
Zuckerberg was less than 
happy with the film.

“They [the film’s cre-
ators] just can’t wrap 
their head around 

the idea that someone might build some-
thing because they like building things,” 
Zuckerberg said.

Without consent, major alterations 
that completely twist a story based in 
reality are not OK. However, smaller 
details should be acceptable given the 
experience and authority that the direc-
tor holds. For better or worse, directors 

have innovative and 
creative minds that 

have the power to 
influence audi-

ences through 
cinema. Let’s 
hope they use 
this power 
wisely, and 
in a way that 
honors the 

truth in a 
t r u e - l i f e 
story. u

“Did I sound abstract? I hope 
it sounded more confusing 
than that,” rapper and pro-

ducer El-P said in “Tuned Mass Damp-
er,” a song off his 2002 album “Fantastic 
Damage.” For the better part of the last 
20 years, El-P has been a leading figure 
in the underground hip-hop scene and a 
part of some modern day classics in the 
genre. 

Last year, I was exposed to El-P for 
the first time in his third solo 
studio album, “Cancer 4 Cure,” 
and I’ve been hooked ever 
since. I have to hear every pro-
duction, every lyric; I have to 
own every album, every piece 
of memorabilia. 

The album that caught the 
ears of listeners in the hip-
hop community was Compa-
ny Flow’s “Funcrusher Plus” 
(Company Flow was El-P’s 
hip-hop group at the time.) The 
1997 album was the birth of El-P’s career, 
as his unique production style was uni-
versally praised.

As El-P’s career was in its infancy, I 
was in mine. Clearly, I was not aware of 
it at the time, but in hindsight, my life 
has more or less matched up with El-P’s 
career.

In 2001, he produced another master-
piece, Cannibal Ox’s “The Cold Vein.” 
El-P’s career was only 4-years-old and 
was now coming into its own. 

His production style is unique, even 
for underground hip-hop. He is able to 
seamlessly meld electronic and indus-
trial sounds while infusing futuristic ele-
ments into each beat.

As El-P matured and grew, I made the 
shift from infancy to childhood. Just as 
he gained steam as a producer and was 
looking to make his own solo album, I 
was a preschooler looking forward to el-
ementary school. 

After gaining popularity and 
hype through his production 
expertise, El-P finally put out 
his first solo album, “Fantastic 
Damage,” in 2002.

The album was successful, 
and El-P proved he was able to 
rap, not only produce. After a 
small period of inactivity, El-P 
released his second solo album, 
“I’ll Sleep When You’re Dead,” 
in 2007. While the album was 
critically praised as well, I had 

not yet discovered El-P.
Then, last year, El-P made a huge 

splash releasing his third solo album, 
“Cancer 4 Cure,” dedicated to the late-
Camu Tao, a fellow rapper who died of 
lung cancer. He was also the producer 
for Killer Mike’s album “R.A.P. Music,” 
which drew much critical acclaim. Look-
ing around on the internet for some new 
music, I happened upon this album and 
was drawn to its lyrics and production.

This was the start of my El-P collec-

tion. His music grabbed me in a way 
no other artist had. I was drawn by his 
complex beats and detailed production 
and was kept interested by his rapping 
ability. His lyricism caught my ear and-
never let go.

I became obsessed and wanted to own 
everything El-P. I started listening to him 
intently, writing down some of his lyrics, 
attempting to decipher some of the more 
obscure concepts. I bought “Funcrusher 
Plus,” “The Cold Vein” and each of his 
solo projects, some on vinyl. 

During the summer after junior year, 
I probably listened to an El-P album ev-
ery day. Whether he was producing or 
rapping, I loved all of it.  

While El-P got his name out through 
his works as a producer, his ability to 
spit bars shouldn’t be denied. El-P has 
many complex lyrics, and he consis-
tently is able to utilize internal rhyme 
schemes within his lines that make his 
words liquid.

The more and more I become familiar 
with El-P’s songs, the more connected I 
feel with El-P as a person. 

Not only does he pour out his emo-
tions and views in each song, but he is 
also always precise and calculating in 
every word he chooses. Sometimes sim-
ple nuances in word choice reflect some-
thing uniquely El-P. 

El-P was a high school dropout who 
only made a name for himself through 
his persistence and passion. He truly 
worked his way up from the bottom, 
and I admire him for that.

El-P epitomizes the cliche of a “self-
made man” and gives me the determi-
nation to achieve my goals if I have the  
work ethic and passion El-P has regard-
ing hip-hop beats and production.  

I would love the opportunity to one 
day meet my idol if only to ask about his 
inspirations. El-P has been a consistent 
role model for me due to his individual-
ism and drive. u

Senior finds parallels with hip-hop producer

JONATHAN
YOUNG

Young Money

‘(Barely) based on a true story:’ should 
directors be allowed to alter true events?
BY JadeBisht
& LaurenLouie

Netflix shaping up to be 
next big media revolution

When services like Netflix first came 
up, they only offered online DVD rent-
ing options. Back then, the question was 
whether Netflix would overtake physi-
cal shops like Hollywood Video and 
Blockbuster, but with the shutdown of 
all but some of the video-renting shops 
around America came the launch of 
online streaming sites like Netflix and 
Hulu. Now, the question has shifted to 
whether these increasingly popular ac-
count-based services will overtake the 
media kingpins of the past century: cable 
television and even movie theaters.

   With its website claiming to have 
“over 40 million members in 41 coun-
tries,” and “more than one billion hours 
of TV shows and movies,” Netflix is 
a force to be reckoned with in the en-
tertainment industry. The difference, 
however, between what Netflix was as 
a DVD-shipper and what it is now as 
an online streaming site is that now the 
company has the medium and capital to 
make its own content, and this has been 
greeted with a warm embrace by many 
“TV to Netflix” converts.

   While many people use Netflix as 
a supplement to TV, watching episodes 
live on television and only watching old 
episodes or ones they miss on Netflix, 
more and more people are beginning to 

wonder if the future lies in Netflix re-
placing TV completely. 

Their reasoning is that with Netflix, 
not only are viewers getting the shows 
and movies they would normally watch 
on TV (in the UK, episodes are even up-
loaded immediately after they are aired 
for some shows,) but also Netflix exclu-
sive series like “House of Cards” and 
the immensely successful “Orange is 
the New Black” — and for only $7.99 a 
month.

This $7.99 a month is also a key fac-
tor to why cable might get thrown by the 
wayside. Comcast, one of the major ca-
ble providers in America, sells their ser-
vice for $30 a month. That’s more than 3 
times what Netflix charges!

Another feature many people appreci-
ate from Netflix is its on demand aspect. 
While Comcast and several other cable 
providers have On-Demand services, 
they are on a renting basis, while with 
Netflix viewers can watch any of the en-
tertainment they provide as many times 
as they want for as long as they want. 
Netflix also obviously has a bigger selec-
tion than any cable on-demand option, 
since it is made for that purpose.

With lower costs, the ability to op-
erate on any hardware, a larger selec-
tion and availability, Netflix may soon 
emerge victorious out of a fading inter-
est in TV. u

BY RotemShaked

PANDORA®

            Spotify           VS.        paNdora          VS.     ituNeS radio

Juxtaposing top three Internet music outlets

togatalks

senior Jonathan Yang

Pandora because 
it lets me discover 
new and random 
music.”

junior Patrick Hyunh

Spotify because 
it’s on demand 
and you can listen 
to whatever you 
want.”

Which do you 
prefer: Spotify, 
Pandora or iTunes 
Radio?

39%

senior Rachel Li

Spotify! I like how 
easy it is to look 
up songs and find 
new songs to add 
to your playlists.”

GRAPHIC BY JANE PARK
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Producer Flume brings 
refreshing take on EDM

At a time when many of dance mu-
sic’s big guns seem happy to overlook 
the past 20 years of the genre’s pro-
gression to please the hugely lucra-
tive electronic dance music, or EDM, 
market, Flume’s emergence has been 
a breath of creative fresh air. 

Harley Streten, also known as 
Flume, is a Sydney-based producer 
who favors substance over fake gold-
plated sheen. His self-titled debut al-
bum, “Flume,” should be  guaranteed 
success across the board, both com-
mercially and critically.

Streten has already enjoyed consid-
erable success in his native Australia, 
where this album has been available 
since November 2012.

The chopped up, pitch-shifted vo-
cals, electro-stabs and gentle chords of 
Sinatra flows into the raw emotion of 
“Holdin On” and “Left Alone.” “Left 
Alone” features the vocal talents of 
Chet Faker and transitions into the 
summer-y strains of the next song 
“Sleepless.”

The album’s strong opening is 
backed up by the galloping, melan-

choly pop sound of “Insane” and 
dubstep-paced bass workout of “More 
Than You Thought.” This evolves into 
tribal chant-led ambience before the 
two seemingly opposing forces com-
bine magnificently.

Flume’s explicit foray into hip-hop, 
“On Top,” is chock-full of deafening 
chords and exploratory synth beats, 
with Los Angeles rapper T. Shirt em-
bracing the dual roles of crowd-rocker 
and an introspective Kid Cudi-esque 
crooner.

The music box twinkle of “Warm 
Thoughts,” meanwhile, is a seeming-
ly simple idea that manages to carry 
soulful emotion via its rolling melody 
and deftly layered vocals.

Streten proves that potential mass 
appeal need not come at the expense 
of creative flair and fresh ideas. The 
album manages to be a timeless re-
lease in terms of modern electronic 
music, one that could have dropped 
at any point over the past decade or 
so and still have made an impact. 

With an opening album as impres-
sive as this, the 20-years young pro-
ducer is surely someone to watch out 
for as he makes his way to the top. u

BY IngridHong

Artwork for Flume’s debut album “Flume,” featuring the chart-topper “Holdin On.”
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RATING: 

3rd place , 7 out of 10
ADS AND FREQUENCY: Yes, every 5 songs

QUALITY: Mobile: 96 kbps; Free and Unlimited: 160 
kbps; Premium: 320 kbps

PREMIUM SERVICE(S): Unlimited: No ads; Premi-
um: No ads, mobile and offline listening

PRICE: Standard: Free; Unlimited: $4.99 per month; 
Premium: $9.99 per month

HOW DOES IT WORK: The user creates playlists by 
searching and selecting music. There are also pre-
made genre stations and accessible full albums. 

THE GOOD:
Spotify allows for quick access to a full catalogue of 
diverse music. The program functions similarly to 
iTunes and allows users to quickly search for tracks 
and play them instantly for free. Songs can quickly be 
saved to customized playlists and recalled at a later 
time.

THE BAD:
The ads are frequent, and most are fairly long at 30 
seconds. In addition to audio ads, the application fea-
tures large banner ads on the bottom and sides of the 
window. The premium subscriptions are also more 
expensive than any other music streaming service.

THE BOTTOM LINE:
While Spotify is able to offer a wide selection of songs, 
it comes at a cost of either a higher number of ads or 
an expensive premium subscription. An application 
called Blockify is able to mute audio ads, but does not 
actually block them. u

RATING: 

1st place, 8 out of 10
ADS AND FREQUENCY: Yes, every 5 to 8 songs

QUALITY: Free: 64 kbps; One: 192 kbps

PREMIUM SERVICE(S): Pandora One: More skips, 
no ads

PRICE: Standard: Free; Premium: $36 per year or 
$3.99 per month

HOW DOES IT WORK: Automatically creates a play-
list based on user input of a song, artist or genre.

THE GOOD:
Pandora has a huge variety of music, and its library is 
always up to date with new tracks. Pandora is perfect 
for discovering new music and listening to some of 
your favorites. This service also uses your feedback 
to “learn” what you listen to and makes decisions for 
future songs using this gathered information.

THE BAD:
There are a fair number of ads (audio, video and ban-
ner) in the free subscription, and some songs don’t 
fit certain genre-based stations. To cut costs, Pandora 
has also substituted live versions for studio-record-
ed songs. The free quality is much lower than other 
comparable services. Playlists are also preset, and 
songs cannot be specifically selected.

THE BOTTOM LINE:
Pandora is awesome for listening to music of many 
different genres. The service has a large amount of 
ads, but these can quickly be remedied by either 
buying the Pandora One subscription or by install-
ing extensions like AdBlock. u

RATING: 

2nd place, 7.5 out of 10
ADS AND FREQUENCY: Yes, every 10-12 songs

QUALITY: Free: 128 kbps; Match: 256 kbps

PREMIUM SERVICE(S): iTunes Match: No ads, un-
limited skips,  cloud music storage

PRICE: Standard: Free; Match: $24.99 per year

HOW DOES IT WORK: Choose from Guest DJ sta-
tions, genre stations or create stations based on an art-
ist or song.

THE GOOD:
The music quality of iTunes Radio is very good and 
ads are limited. It has a large selection of music, and 
since it is integrated into iTunes, buying a song that 
you’ve heard can be done easily. iTunes Radio also al-
lows further customization by setting stations to one 
of three modes: hits, variety and discovery.

THE BAD:
As the service is fairly new, there are still some glitch-
es. Sometimes, the service plays the same song in a 
row, or too often. Every now and then iTunes Radio 
also ignores user feedback and plays songs despite 
them being marked “never play this song.”

THE BOTTOM LINE:
Since iTunes Radio is still in its early phases, there are 
still some glitches, but it harbors a lot of potential. 
For now, it is better to select one of the pre-made sta-
tions rather than creating a custom one. Upgrading 
to iTunes match allows unlimited skipping of songs 
and higher quality audio, while also enabling the cus-
tomer to access his purchased music in the cloud. u

— BY DAVID SPARKMAN
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The early 1970s were tumultuous 
times in South Vietnam, as Suong Nguy-
en remembers well. North Vietnam was 
seeking to gain control of the South to im-
pose its communist rule over it. Nguyen, 
a little girl then, recalls air strikes pierc-
ing the twilight calm over Cam Ranh Bay 
in South Vietnam. 
The country was in 
the midst of the Viet-
nam war.

Almost 40 years 
later, in a country 
7,000 miles away, a 
15-year-old boy steps 
out of his Saratoga 
High classroom with 
a smile on his face. 
He is sophomore 
Quan Vandinh, the 
son of the same little 
girl who watched her 
country mired in conflict.

Quan’s family history is riddled with 
hardship. Quan’s mother and grand-
parents faced a tough life in Vietnam. 
Quan’s maternal grandfather was a jew-
elry maker, while his maternal grand-
mother was a seamstress. 

After they were married, they opened 
a dry cleaning business and a jewelry 
store, which flourished until the mid-
1970s.

In 1975, the Viet Cong, the army of 
North Vietnam, overran South Vietnam 
and imposed communism throughout 
the country. For Quan’s family, circum-
stances took a sharp turn for the worse. 

During the time in which South Viet-
nam was still an independent country, 
Quan’s grandfather had done business 
with the U.S. Navy. For this reason, 
when the new government took over, 
it threw Quan’s grandfather into prison 
without trial. 

“[They] closed all [my parents’] 
businesses, confiscated their property 
and sent my dad to re-education camp 
in horrendous conditions for several 
years,” Suong said.

When Quan’s grandfather was finally 
released, Suong said, he began working 
as a fisherman, looking for ways to es-
cape from Vietnam. He eventually suc-
ceeded.

The trip to America
In 1982, Suong and her parents left 

Vietnam on a small wooden boat. They 
were among the so-called boat people 

who fled Communist rule.
After an entire week at sea, they 

found refuge in Malaysia, a country that 
lies about 500 miles away, across the 
South China Sea. They thereupon went 
by plane to the Philippines, enroute to 
the United States. 

A Catholic church sponsored the fam-
ily’s immigration.

The family’s 
dream to come to 
the U.S. was finally 
realized when they 
landed in Phoenix 
on Thanksgiving 
Day in 1983.

In Phoenix, 
Suong’s father found 
a job as an assem-
bler. He gradually 
paid back the mon-
ey that the Catholic 
Church had given 
his family. 

But Phoenix proved to be a bad fit for 
Suong and her parents.

“[I felt discriminated against] in 
Phoenix. In 1984, my parents moved the 
whole family to San Jose,” Suong said.

Adjusting to life in Silicon Valley
To their delight, Silicon Valley was far 

more accepting of them. Soon after the 
family arrived, Suong started studying 
at Mission College. 

Suong’s parents didn’t have the op-
portunity to receive an education, which 
motivated Suong “to finish college and 
... be the best that [she] could be.”

While the family was comfortable in 
Silicon Valley, Suong still faced a lan-
guage barrier. At Mission College, she 
struggled to communicate with her 
classmates. When Suong was greeted 
with a friendly “Hello” from a class-
mate, she would have to search her Viet-
namese-English pocket dictionary for a 
response. 

“You can imagine how long it would 
take me just to talk about the nice weath-
er!” Suong said. 

Although Suong gradually acquired a 
sufficient command of English to get by, 
she said that she did not “feel American” 
for five more years, until she became a 
U.S. citizen.

In 1993, Suong married Long Vand-
inh, a mechanic. They had two sons, 
Trung and Quan Vandinh. Unfortu-
nately, seven years later, in 2000, Long 
passed away. 

Today, Suong feels that the hardship 

she faced both in Vietnam and here has 
made her “appreciate everything [they] 
have right now.” 

“I hope to pass that feeling on to my 
two sons,” Suong said.

Although Quan’s mother suffered 
the effects of a communist government, 
Quan is not resentful.

“I don’t blame the people of Vietnam 
or the country or the Communists at all 
[for what happened],” Quan said. “It’s 
not communism. It’s just human nature. 
The concept of communism is perfect 
but the idea that it can be used on hu-
man beings is ridiculous.”

Blending two different cultures  
Quan feels that his family’s history is 

an integral part of his identity. 
“When I was little, I didn't really 

care,” Quan said.  “But I feel now that 
my background makes me who I am.”

Quan said that the obstacles his moth-

er overcame “represent the struggle to 
achieve the best for [his family] and the 
best for the next generation.”

Suong moved from San Jose to Sarato-
ga three years ago so that her sons could 
“attend one of the best high schools in 
California.” 

“This city has a very small-town feel 
and is peaceful compared to San Jose,” 
Suong said. “The boys can walk to and 
from school safely when I'm tied up with 
work.”

Although the Vandinhs like the U.S. 
very much, Vietnamese culture retains a 
strong influence in the Vandinh house-
hold.  

The family loves to eat Vietnamese 
food, such as chicken noodles, broken 
rice and sweet drinks—all reminders of 
a country they left behind but still feel 
connected to. 

“I am proud to be Vietnamese,” Quan 
said. u

BY RachelHull
& MeganaIyer

BY GitikaNalwa

Imagine how different life would 
be if you just picked up all your be-
longings, got into a U-Haul truck and 
moved to a different house. How would 
you feel? Now multiply that feeling by 
five because that truck is an airplane 
heading to a different country.

This is exactly what sophomore Je-
sus Velasquez went through when he 
came from Mexico to Saratoga as a 
6-year-old. 

Velasquez’s parents, who both 
worked in a computer company, de-
cided to move from Alumpak, Mexico, 
to Saratoga in pursuit of a better future. 
Velasquez’s father later found a job as 
an architect in the U.S. 

Velasquez found moving to be a 
confusing and shocking experience. 

“Being on the airplane changed my 

whole life,” he said. “I didn't know 
what was going on.” 

Early on, he noticed how few Mexi-
cans live in the area. 

Over time, though, Velasquez has 
found Saratoga to be open and wel-
coming to Mexicans, despite many cul-
tural differences.

Like Velasquez, 
sophomore Diana 
Isguerra under-
went the same 
struggle as a 
6-year-old when 
her family left their 
home in Michoa-
can, Mexico, to come back to her place 
of birth. 

For her, not knowing English was 
the hardest part of her immigration. 
She had a hard time getting used to 
speaking without an accent. 

“English [was] my second language 

and [was] hard to get rid of my first 
language's accent,” Isguerra said.

Even with her lack of knowledge 
of American culture, she convinced 
herself to adjust to America and make 
friends along the way; she eventually 
was able to assimilate.

One of her favorite parts of her 
Mexican heritage 
is her knowledge 
of Spanish. She 
said that she often 
has fun using her 
mother tongue to 
help her friends 
with their Spanish 

homework.
Even though she lives in America, 

Mexican traditions are still a part of Is-
guerra’s life. For example, she recently 
planned and celebrated her quincea-
ñera, her 15th birthday.

Quinceañeras are the Spanish ver-

sion of the American tradition of 
“sweet sixteens.” This day is impor-
tant to most Latin-American girls, as it 
symbolizes their advance from child-
hood to adulthood.

Isguerra calls the celebration a day 
“[she’ll] never forget.”

Isguerra may not live in Mexico, but 
she still visits her homeland each year 
during Christmas break. She is able to 
celebrate many holidays, such as the 
New Year and Christmas with her fam-
ily.

Even though she lived in Mexico for 
years, Isguerra feels that she can call 
America home. If she had to decide 
what country she would want to live 
in for the rest of her life, she feels that 
she belongs here because she is used to 
the environment.

“My life is perfect [and] I have ev-
erything I could ever want: friends, 
family and school,” Isguerra said. u

BEING
ME

Mexican sophomores ponder their heritage

Velasquez finds 
Saratoga’s community to 
be open and welcoming 

to Mexicans.

BY GwynevereHunger
& AtiKosireddy

Family discusses its past in Vietnam
VaNdiNhs share their jourNey to america aNd VietNamese roots

PHOTO COLLAGE BY MAYA RAVICHANDRAN

[They] closed all my par-
ents’] businesses, confis-
cated their property and 
sent my dad to re-educa-
tion camp in horrendous 

conditions for several 
years.

 parent Suong Vandinh 

ABOVE: Sophomore Quan 
Vandinh poses with his 
mother Suong Vandinh to 
commemorate his gradua-
tion from Stratford Middle 
School in 2011. “I knew 
that after middle school, I 
would never see most of my 
friends again,” Vandinh said, 
“so I was kind of scared 
that I would be in this new 
environment with no one 
who I knew.” 

LEFT: Two decades after 
their escape from Vietnam, 
family members celebrate 
Chinese New Year together 
at Vandinh’s grandmother’s 
house in America.

With the partition of India in 1947 
came bloodshed, riots, despair and one 
of the largest mass migrations in histo-
ry. Millions of lives were cut short, and 
thousands of families were sepa-
rated.

In 1947, India and Pakistan 
became two separate nations fol-
lowing the countries’ victory in 
the struggle for independence 
from Britain. Millions of Indian 
Muslims had to travel west to 
Pakistan as a result of the parti-
tion. With the new nation came a 
new identity: They were no lon-
ger Indians, but Pakistanis.

For junior Shahnoor Jafri’s fam-
ily, adopting this new identity was not 
easy. Before the birth of her father, her 
grandparents decided to move to Paki-
stan; however, tensions arose when her 
grandfather wanted to return to India 
after the birth of Jafri’s father.

Her father’s family was split apart 
when her grandparents decided to take 
two separate paths — her grandmother 
remained a Pakistani and her grandfa-
ther an Indian.

“They had this whole drama,” Jafri 
said, “so they separated. My father, my 
grandmother and [my father’s] three 
brothers moved to Pakistan.”

Adjusting to Pakistani life without a 
husband was difficult for Jafri’s grand-
mother. As a single mother working as a 
school teacher, she struggled to feed and 
support her children.

“[My grandmother] was only earning 
about one rupee a day,” Jafri said. “They 
were really broke. My dad and his three 
other brothers were pretty much sleep-
ing hungry.”

According to Jafri, her parents’ child-
hood struggles have made them appre-
ciate the simpler things in life. 

“They were really hard workers; they 
were pressured a lot,” Jafri said. “I be-
lieve my parents were a lot more hard-
working and a lot more thankful than 
me. That’s the difference between us.”

Jafri was able to see how her parents 
grew up when she visited Pakistan five 
years ago. 

“I loved it. I felt so [at home],” she 
said. “I would go and stay in different 
houses with my aunts and uncles.”

On the other hand, seeing the poverty 
that her parents grew up with made Jafri 
more appreciative of her life.

“[I could see a lot of] the dark parts, 
like labor at a young age and separa-
tion and poverty in Pakistan,” she said. 

From Pakistan to North America
After growing up in Pakistan, Jafri’s 

father moved to Canada 
in the 1970s to further his 
education. 

Because of the cold cli-
mate, however, he decided 
to move to San Jose, where 
he and his brother started a 

business of selling 
software together. 
After his business 
became successful, 
he moved his fam-
ily to Saratoga.

Jafri said that 
her father’s diffi-
cult childhood in 
Pakistan stands in 
stark contrast to 

her sheltered life in Sara-
toga.

“I’m relaxed; I don’t 
have to work,” Jafri said. 
“I can just study, and that’s 
the only stress I have, 
junior year. [My family 
was] working hard. They 
learned it the hard way. 
Saratoga kids [are] not ex-
actly exposed to the world 
like that.” 

Jafri and her family 
continue to practice their 
Muslim religion and cel-
ebrate their culture. The 
family has also established 
strong relationships with 
other Pakistani families in 
the area.

“I have this different 
community I go to, like this place at the 
mosque [with] all these Pakistani peo-
ple there,” Jafri said. “I really like how 
we’re in unity because I’m a lot [closer] 
to my Pakistani friends compared to the 
friends here.”

Incorporating culture in everyday life
Jafri said there are struggles growing 

up as a Muslim in California, but there 
are also those who accept her culture.

“As a Muslim, there are still racist 
people out there who just see us as a 
bunch of illiterate terrorists,” she said. 
“But there are also really open-minded 
people who love our clothes, foods and 
the unity we have. I guess it just really 
depends on what kind of person you 
are; [you] can either perceive it in a re-
ally negative way or positive way.”

 Jafri’s Pakistani and American cul-
ture have sometimes clashed, such as 
when she began wearing her headscarf, 
called a hijab, as part of her Muslim faith 
when she was an elementary school stu-
dent.

“Everyone saw me,” Jafri said, “and 
they were staring at me like, ‘Woah. 
What is that?’”

Although some students taunted her 
in middle school because of her hijab, 
Jafri said other students do not seem to 
notice it nowadays.

“It made my life a little bit harder in 
middle school, because I was bullied 
a lot for [wearing a hijab],” Jafri said. 
“They [would] say, ‘Oh my god, you’re 
a terrorist.’ [Now] in high school, no one 
really cares anymore.”

Jafri said that her religion impacts 
everyday events in her life, like playing 
on the school’s basketball team. Dur-
ing games, she must wear long, dry-fit 
clothes underneath her jersey and tight-
ly wrap her headscarf around her head.

“I still have to keep my hijab; I have 
to stay modest,” Jafri said. “I can’t wear 
shorts and a sleeveless jersey. Sure, [the 
dry-fit clothes] do make it a little difficult 
when I’m playing, because [they are] re-
ally hot. But I’m used to it now, and I’m 
able to work it out.”

Jafri has learned to embrace life with 
a hijab, matching it with certain outfits 
and adding her own personal style to it.

“Whenever I’m wearing cute clothes 
or a dress, I can somehow change the 
style to go with my scarf,” she said.

While Jafri explained that the hijab 

changes many people’s perspectives on 
Muslim women, men also sometimes 
have to endure stereotypes, especially 
when they have a “beard or [wear] caps 
for praying.”

However, she said that she does not 
seem to find as many men as women 
who are bullied for being Muslim.

Another challenge Muslims face is 
the requirement to pray five times a day, 
which Jafri said can be hard to fit into 
her junior year schedule.

“There was a point where I was [say-
ing], ‘OK, should I do my homework 
first or prayer first?’” Jafri said. “I was 
just like, ‘OK, I’ll just do the praying first, 
[then] finish all my homework.’ Now I’m 
just used to this whole schedule.”

Although fitting prayers in her sched-
ule can sometimes be challenging, Jafri 
said that her Muslim faith is is the bed-
rock of her life.

“Whenever you’re having troubles 
with anything, you can just pray to 
God,” Jafri said. “[You have] this spiritu-
al intimacy; you feel like, ‘OK, you know 
what? I think I can push through junior 
year. I think I’m able to do this, I’m able 
to do that.’ It’s a way of spiritually feed-
ing your body.” u

Junior reflects on ups and downs of being Pakistani

Jafri

GRAPHIC BY JANE PARK
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The early 1970s were tumultuous 
times in South Vietnam, as Suong Nguy-
en remembers well. North Vietnam was 
seeking to gain control of the South to im-
pose its communist rule over it. Nguyen, 
a little girl then, recalls air strikes pierc-
ing the twilight calm over Cam Ranh Bay 
in South Vietnam. 
The country was in 
the midst of the Viet-
nam war.

Almost 40 years 
later, in a country 
7,000 miles away, a 
15-year-old boy steps 
out of his Saratoga 
High classroom with 
a smile on his face. 
He is sophomore 
Quan Vandinh, the 
son of the same little 
girl who watched her 
country mired in conflict.

Quan’s family history is riddled with 
hardship. Quan’s mother and grand-
parents faced a tough life in Vietnam. 
Quan’s maternal grandfather was a jew-
elry maker, while his maternal grand-
mother was a seamstress. 

After they were married, they opened 
a dry cleaning business and a jewelry 
store, which flourished until the mid-
1970s.

In 1975, the Viet Cong, the army of 
North Vietnam, overran South Vietnam 
and imposed communism throughout 
the country. For Quan’s family, circum-
stances took a sharp turn for the worse. 

During the time in which South Viet-
nam was still an independent country, 
Quan’s grandfather had done business 
with the U.S. Navy. For this reason, 
when the new government took over, 
it threw Quan’s grandfather into prison 
without trial. 

“[They] closed all [my parents’] 
businesses, confiscated their property 
and sent my dad to re-education camp 
in horrendous conditions for several 
years,” Suong said.

When Quan’s grandfather was finally 
released, Suong said, he began working 
as a fisherman, looking for ways to es-
cape from Vietnam. He eventually suc-
ceeded.

The trip to America
In 1982, Suong and her parents left 

Vietnam on a small wooden boat. They 
were among the so-called boat people 

who fled Communist rule.
After an entire week at sea, they 

found refuge in Malaysia, a country that 
lies about 500 miles away, across the 
South China Sea. They thereupon went 
by plane to the Philippines, enroute to 
the United States. 

A Catholic church sponsored the fam-
ily’s immigration.

The family’s 
dream to come to 
the U.S. was finally 
realized when they 
landed in Phoenix 
on Thanksgiving 
Day in 1983.

In Phoenix, 
Suong’s father found 
a job as an assem-
bler. He gradually 
paid back the mon-
ey that the Catholic 
Church had given 
his family. 

But Phoenix proved to be a bad fit for 
Suong and her parents.

“[I felt discriminated against] in 
Phoenix. In 1984, my parents moved the 
whole family to San Jose,” Suong said.

Adjusting to life in Silicon Valley
To their delight, Silicon Valley was far 

more accepting of them. Soon after the 
family arrived, Suong started studying 
at Mission College. 

Suong’s parents didn’t have the op-
portunity to receive an education, which 
motivated Suong “to finish college and 
... be the best that [she] could be.”

While the family was comfortable in 
Silicon Valley, Suong still faced a lan-
guage barrier. At Mission College, she 
struggled to communicate with her 
classmates. When Suong was greeted 
with a friendly “Hello” from a class-
mate, she would have to search her Viet-
namese-English pocket dictionary for a 
response. 

“You can imagine how long it would 
take me just to talk about the nice weath-
er!” Suong said. 

Although Suong gradually acquired a 
sufficient command of English to get by, 
she said that she did not “feel American” 
for five more years, until she became a 
U.S. citizen.

In 1993, Suong married Long Vand-
inh, a mechanic. They had two sons, 
Trung and Quan Vandinh. Unfortu-
nately, seven years later, in 2000, Long 
passed away. 

Today, Suong feels that the hardship 

she faced both in Vietnam and here has 
made her “appreciate everything [they] 
have right now.” 

“I hope to pass that feeling on to my 
two sons,” Suong said.

Although Quan’s mother suffered 
the effects of a communist government, 
Quan is not resentful.

“I don’t blame the people of Vietnam 
or the country or the Communists at all 
[for what happened],” Quan said. “It’s 
not communism. It’s just human nature. 
The concept of communism is perfect 
but the idea that it can be used on hu-
man beings is ridiculous.”

Blending two different cultures  
Quan feels that his family’s history is 

an integral part of his identity. 
“When I was little, I didn't really 

care,” Quan said.  “But I feel now that 
my background makes me who I am.”

Quan said that the obstacles his moth-

er overcame “represent the struggle to 
achieve the best for [his family] and the 
best for the next generation.”

Suong moved from San Jose to Sarato-
ga three years ago so that her sons could 
“attend one of the best high schools in 
California.” 

“This city has a very small-town feel 
and is peaceful compared to San Jose,” 
Suong said. “The boys can walk to and 
from school safely when I'm tied up with 
work.”

Although the Vandinhs like the U.S. 
very much, Vietnamese culture retains a 
strong influence in the Vandinh house-
hold.  

The family loves to eat Vietnamese 
food, such as chicken noodles, broken 
rice and sweet drinks—all reminders of 
a country they left behind but still feel 
connected to. 

“I am proud to be Vietnamese,” Quan 
said. u

BY RachelHull
& MeganaIyer

BY GitikaNalwa

Imagine how different life would 
be if you just picked up all your be-
longings, got into a U-Haul truck and 
moved to a different house. How would 
you feel? Now multiply that feeling by 
five because that truck is an airplane 
heading to a different country.

This is exactly what sophomore Je-
sus Velasquez went through when he 
came from Mexico to Saratoga as a 
6-year-old. 

Velasquez’s parents, who both 
worked in a computer company, de-
cided to move from Alumpak, Mexico, 
to Saratoga in pursuit of a better future. 
Velasquez’s father later found a job as 
an architect in the U.S. 

Velasquez found moving to be a 
confusing and shocking experience. 

“Being on the airplane changed my 

whole life,” he said. “I didn't know 
what was going on.” 

Early on, he noticed how few Mexi-
cans live in the area. 

Over time, though, Velasquez has 
found Saratoga to be open and wel-
coming to Mexicans, despite many cul-
tural differences.

Like Velasquez, 
sophomore Diana 
Isguerra under-
went the same 
struggle as a 
6-year-old when 
her family left their 
home in Michoa-
can, Mexico, to come back to her place 
of birth. 

For her, not knowing English was 
the hardest part of her immigration. 
She had a hard time getting used to 
speaking without an accent. 

“English [was] my second language 

and [was] hard to get rid of my first 
language's accent,” Isguerra said.

Even with her lack of knowledge 
of American culture, she convinced 
herself to adjust to America and make 
friends along the way; she eventually 
was able to assimilate.

One of her favorite parts of her 
Mexican heritage 
is her knowledge 
of Spanish. She 
said that she often 
has fun using her 
mother tongue to 
help her friends 
with their Spanish 

homework.
Even though she lives in America, 

Mexican traditions are still a part of Is-
guerra’s life. For example, she recently 
planned and celebrated her quincea-
ñera, her 15th birthday.

Quinceañeras are the Spanish ver-

sion of the American tradition of 
“sweet sixteens.” This day is impor-
tant to most Latin-American girls, as it 
symbolizes their advance from child-
hood to adulthood.

Isguerra calls the celebration a day 
“[she’ll] never forget.”

Isguerra may not live in Mexico, but 
she still visits her homeland each year 
during Christmas break. She is able to 
celebrate many holidays, such as the 
New Year and Christmas with her fam-
ily.

Even though she lived in Mexico for 
years, Isguerra feels that she can call 
America home. If she had to decide 
what country she would want to live 
in for the rest of her life, she feels that 
she belongs here because she is used to 
the environment.

“My life is perfect [and] I have ev-
erything I could ever want: friends, 
family and school,” Isguerra said. u

BEING
ME

Mexican sophomores ponder their heritage

Velasquez finds 
Saratoga’s community to 
be open and welcoming 

to Mexicans.

BY GwynevereHunger
& AtiKosireddy

Family discusses its past in Vietnam
VaNdiNhs share their jourNey to america aNd VietNamese roots

PHOTO COLLAGE BY MAYA RAVICHANDRAN

[They] closed all my par-
ents’] businesses, confis-
cated their property and 
sent my dad to re-educa-
tion camp in horrendous 

conditions for several 
years.

 parent Suong Vandinh 

ABOVE: Sophomore Quan 
Vandinh poses with his 
mother Suong Vandinh to 
commemorate his gradua-
tion from Stratford Middle 
School in 2011. “I knew 
that after middle school, I 
would never see most of my 
friends again,” Vandinh said, 
“so I was kind of scared 
that I would be in this new 
environment with no one 
who I knew.” 

LEFT: Two decades after 
their escape from Vietnam, 
family members celebrate 
Chinese New Year together 
at Vandinh’s grandmother’s 
house in America.

With the partition of India in 1947 
came bloodshed, riots, despair and one 
of the largest mass migrations in histo-
ry. Millions of lives were cut short, and 
thousands of families were sepa-
rated.

In 1947, India and Pakistan 
became two separate nations fol-
lowing the countries’ victory in 
the struggle for independence 
from Britain. Millions of Indian 
Muslims had to travel west to 
Pakistan as a result of the parti-
tion. With the new nation came a 
new identity: They were no lon-
ger Indians, but Pakistanis.

For junior Shahnoor Jafri’s fam-
ily, adopting this new identity was not 
easy. Before the birth of her father, her 
grandparents decided to move to Paki-
stan; however, tensions arose when her 
grandfather wanted to return to India 
after the birth of Jafri’s father.

Her father’s family was split apart 
when her grandparents decided to take 
two separate paths — her grandmother 
remained a Pakistani and her grandfa-
ther an Indian.

“They had this whole drama,” Jafri 
said, “so they separated. My father, my 
grandmother and [my father’s] three 
brothers moved to Pakistan.”

Adjusting to Pakistani life without a 
husband was difficult for Jafri’s grand-
mother. As a single mother working as a 
school teacher, she struggled to feed and 
support her children.

“[My grandmother] was only earning 
about one rupee a day,” Jafri said. “They 
were really broke. My dad and his three 
other brothers were pretty much sleep-
ing hungry.”

According to Jafri, her parents’ child-
hood struggles have made them appre-
ciate the simpler things in life. 

“They were really hard workers; they 
were pressured a lot,” Jafri said. “I be-
lieve my parents were a lot more hard-
working and a lot more thankful than 
me. That’s the difference between us.”

Jafri was able to see how her parents 
grew up when she visited Pakistan five 
years ago. 

“I loved it. I felt so [at home],” she 
said. “I would go and stay in different 
houses with my aunts and uncles.”

On the other hand, seeing the poverty 
that her parents grew up with made Jafri 
more appreciative of her life.

“[I could see a lot of] the dark parts, 
like labor at a young age and separa-
tion and poverty in Pakistan,” she said. 

From Pakistan to North America
After growing up in Pakistan, Jafri’s 

father moved to Canada 
in the 1970s to further his 
education. 

Because of the cold cli-
mate, however, he decided 
to move to San Jose, where 
he and his brother started a 

business of selling 
software together. 
After his business 
became successful, 
he moved his fam-
ily to Saratoga.

Jafri said that 
her father’s diffi-
cult childhood in 
Pakistan stands in 
stark contrast to 

her sheltered life in Sara-
toga.

“I’m relaxed; I don’t 
have to work,” Jafri said. 
“I can just study, and that’s 
the only stress I have, 
junior year. [My family 
was] working hard. They 
learned it the hard way. 
Saratoga kids [are] not ex-
actly exposed to the world 
like that.” 

Jafri and her family 
continue to practice their 
Muslim religion and cel-
ebrate their culture. The 
family has also established 
strong relationships with 
other Pakistani families in 
the area.

“I have this different 
community I go to, like this place at the 
mosque [with] all these Pakistani peo-
ple there,” Jafri said. “I really like how 
we’re in unity because I’m a lot [closer] 
to my Pakistani friends compared to the 
friends here.”

Incorporating culture in everyday life
Jafri said there are struggles growing 

up as a Muslim in California, but there 
are also those who accept her culture.

“As a Muslim, there are still racist 
people out there who just see us as a 
bunch of illiterate terrorists,” she said. 
“But there are also really open-minded 
people who love our clothes, foods and 
the unity we have. I guess it just really 
depends on what kind of person you 
are; [you] can either perceive it in a re-
ally negative way or positive way.”

 Jafri’s Pakistani and American cul-
ture have sometimes clashed, such as 
when she began wearing her headscarf, 
called a hijab, as part of her Muslim faith 
when she was an elementary school stu-
dent.

“Everyone saw me,” Jafri said, “and 
they were staring at me like, ‘Woah. 
What is that?’”

Although some students taunted her 
in middle school because of her hijab, 
Jafri said other students do not seem to 
notice it nowadays.

“It made my life a little bit harder in 
middle school, because I was bullied 
a lot for [wearing a hijab],” Jafri said. 
“They [would] say, ‘Oh my god, you’re 
a terrorist.’ [Now] in high school, no one 
really cares anymore.”

Jafri said that her religion impacts 
everyday events in her life, like playing 
on the school’s basketball team. Dur-
ing games, she must wear long, dry-fit 
clothes underneath her jersey and tight-
ly wrap her headscarf around her head.

“I still have to keep my hijab; I have 
to stay modest,” Jafri said. “I can’t wear 
shorts and a sleeveless jersey. Sure, [the 
dry-fit clothes] do make it a little difficult 
when I’m playing, because [they are] re-
ally hot. But I’m used to it now, and I’m 
able to work it out.”

Jafri has learned to embrace life with 
a hijab, matching it with certain outfits 
and adding her own personal style to it.

“Whenever I’m wearing cute clothes 
or a dress, I can somehow change the 
style to go with my scarf,” she said.

While Jafri explained that the hijab 

changes many people’s perspectives on 
Muslim women, men also sometimes 
have to endure stereotypes, especially 
when they have a “beard or [wear] caps 
for praying.”

However, she said that she does not 
seem to find as many men as women 
who are bullied for being Muslim.

Another challenge Muslims face is 
the requirement to pray five times a day, 
which Jafri said can be hard to fit into 
her junior year schedule.

“There was a point where I was [say-
ing], ‘OK, should I do my homework 
first or prayer first?’” Jafri said. “I was 
just like, ‘OK, I’ll just do the praying first, 
[then] finish all my homework.’ Now I’m 
just used to this whole schedule.”

Although fitting prayers in her sched-
ule can sometimes be challenging, Jafri 
said that her Muslim faith is is the bed-
rock of her life.

“Whenever you’re having troubles 
with anything, you can just pray to 
God,” Jafri said. “[You have] this spiritu-
al intimacy; you feel like, ‘OK, you know 
what? I think I can push through junior 
year. I think I’m able to do this, I’m able 
to do that.’ It’s a way of spiritually feed-
ing your body.” u

Junior reflects on ups and downs of being Pakistani

Jafri
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As I lifted the garbage can in room 
405, I was ready to faint from the 
disgusting smell it produced. The 

garbage can was lined with a mixture of 
chewed up gum, food, paper and paint. 
This was just one of many expe-
riences that I had the Friday I 
shadowed night custodian Oc-
tavio Escobedo. 

I started my “shift” as a 
custodian’s assistant helping 
Escobedo, an 11-year Saratoga 
High custodian veteran who is 
known as the “top dog” of the 
custodian world, according to 
his fellow employees. I have 
to admit I was hesitant at first 
because I didn’t know exactly 
what I was getting myself into. 

As we entered our first room, room 
103, I didn’t pay attention to the overflow-
ing garbage cans in the two corners of the 
room. It wasn’t until a few moments later 
that Escobedo told me, “Always take out 
the garbage from a classroom.” That was 
my first mistake out of countless more. 

After taking out the trash, I began to 
walk out of the room, (mistake No. 2) un-
til Escobedo handed 
me a vacuum and 
asked me to finish 
this task for him. 

Once I started to 
vacuum the room, I 
began to realize how 
we as students of-
ten turn classrooms into pigsties. There 
were candy wrappers, pencil shavings, 
random bits of plastic and worst of all, 
a constant supply of staples and paper 
clips littering the floor.

After I finished vacuuming, I had 
a strange pain in the back of my neck, 
which Escobedo told me happens when-
ever you vacuum these rooms. After 
hearing this, I had a newfound respect 
for him because I realized how difficult 
and painful his job really is.

When the room was clean, we moved 
to room 405, occupied by social studies 
classes, so that I would have a variety of 
rooms to clean. This time I was given the 
job of sweeping the tile floors after Es-

cobedo showed me how. Let’s 
just say his 11 years of experi-
ence made him faster and more 
skilled than I was. 

After sweeping up what 
seemed to be a pretty sizable 
mountain of dirt, I began mop-
ping the floor. Only after finish-
ing one-fourth of the classroom 
was I told that I shouldn’t step 
into the area where I was mop-
ping, mistake No. 3.

We then moved on to the art 
room, room 212, where mopping up the 
floor was an absolute nightmare due to 
the leftover paint that was etched into the 
floor. 

As the clock in the art room signaled 
4:50, my shift was over, not because we 
had finished all the work but because Es-
cobedo had to head down to the football 
game to help set up. 

By the end of this experience, we had 
cleaned around four 
or five rooms, and 
my arms and neck 
were sore. I still don’t 
know how Escobedo 
and the other custo-
dians here manage 
to work eight hours a 

day for six to seven days a week. 
From this experience, I learned that 

custodians are some of the hardest work-
ing people in the school and that I should 
help out any way as possible to make 
their lives that much easier. 

 In addition, this experience will come 
in handy whenever my parents ask me to 
perform any household chores in the fu-
ture. “I was a custodian’s assistant for a 
day,” I’ll tell them. “That’s enough work 
for a lifetime.” u

Shedding Light 
on Shadowing

reporters illumiNate shadowiNg experieNces

WASC organizes teacher shadowing
Every six years, the Western Associ-

ation of Schools and Colleges (WASC) 
assesses the school’s courses and prog-
ress. In the administration’s efforts to 
collect data for WASC as well as for the 
school’s own study, teachers this year 
are visiting colleagues and completing 
peer evaluations. 

While the main purpose for this pro-
gram is to collect observational data for 
the school’s participation in WASC self-
study, it also gives teachers a chance to 
experience another colleague’s style or 
techniques. 

During a staff meeting that took 
place earlier this year, teachers had the 
opportunity to sign up to participate 

in the program. More than 20 teachers 
volunteered.

Participating teachers were told 
to join students for their regular ses-
sions of class, take 
notes and answer spe-
cific questions from a 
WASC questionnaire 
template. 

The template in-
cludes questions re-
garding student par-
ticipation. It also has 
observational check-
lists on student behavior and levels of 
engagement. 

At the end of the questionnaire is a 
segment that asks teachers how their 
observations connect to the school’s 

learning goals.
Teachers from every department are 

taking part in this program, which will 
last throughout the course of the year, 

and many have found 
it helpful to observe 
the teaching habits of 
other teachers.

“It was a positive 
experience to see 
their different tech-
niques, procedures 
and interactions 
with students, even 

though the content was different,” said 
Chinese teacher Sara Tseng, who ob-
served two English teachers.

Tseng said she watched them use 
different ways to engage students.

“One teacher used a software that 
allowed him to write on his slides 
while presenting his PowerPoint, and 
the other teacher actively engaged each 
student separately, regularly asking for 
students’ comments and thoughts,” 
Tseng said. “Both techniques proved 
very effective.” 

Assistant principal Kevin Mount, 
one of the coordinators of the school’s 
WASC effort this year, said that this 
system has become prominent among 
the staff.

“I think it does two things: helps us 
confirm and validate the good things 
we know are already going on in on 
our classrooms, as well as [helps] us 
understand what we could do better,” 
Mount said. u

BY AllisonLin

  It was a positive ex-
perience to see [other 

teachers’] different 
techniques.

teacher Sara Tseng

Beyond the books: What 
librarians actually face

Student describes time 
helping night custodian

I    had always pictured being a li-
brarian as a generally relaxed and 
stress-free job — one that consisted 

mainly of helping students check out 
books and maintaining quietness in 
the library. 

Of course, as I soon 
learned, this is an incred-
ibly inaccurate assumption.  
After I spent two periods 
observing the tasks of Kevin 
Heyman, who has worked as 
a librarian for 12 years.

Now I know that not only 
does Heyman and the other 
library staff maintain the 
27,000 books in the library, 
but he often uses his exper-
tise to help teachers.

On Oct. 31, I joined Heyman as he 
taught English teacher Erika Cobain’s 
third-period English 9 MAP class how 
to find and use appropriate informa-
tion online for their in-class History 
Day projects.  

With specialized knowledge on se-
lecting and arranging information re-
sources in all formats, Heyman spent 
the period showing students how to 
find and present the information for 
their assigned History Day topics.

As someone who has never been 
particularly skilled at researching com-
plex topics, I was highly impressed 
by Heyman’s advice and guidelines, 
which helped not only the freshmen, 
but me as well.  I was in awe of his 
extensive knowledge on the topic: He 
knew both where to find the best in-
formation and how to present these 
findings in a creative manner. 

Near the end of the period, I 
learned yet another skill that was re-
quired of the school librarian: creativ-
ity.  Heyman assisted the students in-
dividually, answering any questions 
they had about their own History Day 
projects and sharing his ideas to help 

them create artistic and well-informed 
presentations. 

I was impressed, to say the least, 
with how school librarians like Hey-
man can, in a way, sometimes take on 

the roles of teachers. But as I 
soon learned, the work a li-
brarian does is much more 
complicated than I ever 
imagined. 

The Monday after my first 
shadowing experience, I be-
gan another period of shad-
owing by helping Heyman 
unpack and organize the 89 
new books that had recently 
come in to the library.  

The library uses a site 
called Destiny to organize the books.  
Students have access to a site called 
“Destiny Quest,” which they can use 
to search for books in the library.  The 
site also contains eBooks, which stu-
dents can access at any time.

Heyman organizes the books ac-
cording to subject, teacher and general 
topic. But his job also requires keep-
ing track of who has the books, when 
they’ve been checked out and when 
they are (or aren’t) returned. 

It was clear to me that Heyman was 
well-accustomed to the way every-
thing worked (he was able to answer 
my constant questions with ease and 
in great detail).

By the time I had left, my appre-
ciation of Heyman’s job had increased 
significantly.  

With so much to do, the job of a 
school librarian requires great pa-
tience, organizational skills, experi-
ence and creativity.  The meaning of 
the word “librarian” has changed for 
me because of my shadowing experi-
ence: I know now that librarians are 
anything but the people sitting be-
hind the desks, shushing students and 
checking out books. u
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I learned that 
custodians are some 

of the hardest working 
people in the school.
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On Nov. 16, the Falcons were pitted 
against the No. 2 team in CCS, Menlo 
High School. Except this game was differ-
ent in that they did not have their captain 
and star player, senior Stephen Cho.

 Cho was diagnosed with a concussion 
and was unable to play, which stagnated 
the Falcon offense in a tough 7-5 loss. The 
team’s total record for the season was 23-
3. 

“We actually played pretty well,” se-
nior driver Patrick Wang said. “But with-
out [Cho,] we didn’t have enough ball 
movement and we lost a huge scoring 
threat.”

During practice on Nov. 13, Cho was 
elbowed in the head. Since recovering 
from a concussion takes time, he couldn’t 
be cleared to play before the game on 
Nov. 16. 

Despite the loss, the season was highly 
successful for the Falcons, and they not 
only made it to CCS, they made it past 
the first round.

In their first CCS game at Homestead 
High on Nov. 12, the Falcons took home 
a 21-7 victory against the Palma Chief-
tains. 

However, this win would not have 

been possible had the Falcons not won 
their league championship game on Nov. 
9 against Homestead, which clinched 
them a place in CCS. 

Cho has been a consistent performer 
all season, showing his value in their CCS 
game. He scored nine goals and was an 
anchor for the team. The team as a whole 
performed well this game by moving the 
ball around and giving great effort. 

“What I enjoyed about our play [on 
Nov. 12] was that we were able to repre-
sent Saratoga’s full potential,” driver Ro-
han Jhalani said.

The seniors showed inspired play on 
their Nov. 9 game, as they were motivated 
to play for the home crowd one last time.

“It was amazing to win at home on 
[Nov. 9]. We were all pumped up and 
ready to play water polo, knowing it 
would be our last game at home, and we 
wouldn’t get many more opportunities 
like this,” senior driver Cameron Borch 
said. “It was an amazing feeling to win 
this year, after losing the last two years in 
the finals.”

This successful season is something 
the Falcons have not experienced in many 
years.

This season, the Falcons have grown 
close and the coaching, as well as the 

team chemistry, have been a factor for the 
team’s success.

“Not only has coaching been a major 
factor, but I think the team camaraderie 
has really helped,” Cho said. “Playing 
with guys that respect you and look after 
you inside and outside of the pool really 
builds a strong connection between play-
ers and leads to great performances.” 

The team this year has been lead by 
stellar play from the seniors, but sopho-
more utility Mason Lee is glad to have 
been a part of the experience. 

“It’s been pretty awesome being on 
this team this year because the level of 
play and teamwork we [had] is way 
higher than other years, in my opinion,” 
Lee said.

As the season comes to a close, Cho 
has had time to reflect on his high school 
career and the memories he has had.

“Looking back on this season and my 
high school career as a whole, there are 
countless things that I extremely enjoyed. 
But the one thing that I cherish the most is 
my team,” Cho said. “It’s funny because 
we all come from different groups and 
grades and all have other interests, yet 
we are all united by a single factor: water 
polo. The time I spent with these guys is 
something I will never forget.” u

boys’ Water Polo

FALCON // LAUREN LOUIE

Senior boys’ water polo player Mitch Miller passes the ball during the league championship game against Homestead High on Nov. 9.

Junior Steven Sum finished second out 
of 87 runners in the CCS division 3 meet 
held last Saturday at Crystal Springs, 
ending up with a time of 15:35. Sum will 
represent the school at the state meet later 
this month.

He will be the only runner going to 
state as the boys’ and girls’ teams failed 
to qualify.

The next best finisher on the boys’ team 
was junior Andrew Harter, who finished 
15th with a time of 16:41. For the girls, the 
top finishers were sophomore Kimberly 
Chen and junior Christine Schlossareck, 
who placed 25th and 26th with a 20:40.

Sum was extremely disappointed after 
finishing second at the meet.

“I just had a really bad race,” he said. 
“Everyone else was decent.”

He said a series of misfortunes led the 
boys to not qualify for the state meet. The 
team’s second-best runner, senior Drew 
Bryan, had to drop out because of dizzi-
ness.

Before CCS, both the girls and the boys 
had been steadily improving. On Oct. 31, 
the teams competed at the Lynbrook Invi-
tational meet, where several runners at-
tained personal records. 

On the boys’ team, Bryan ran the fast-
est time, completing the 2.1 mile course in 
11:18.6. Harter was close behind, running 
an 11:18.9. 

Almost all of the girls set new personal 
records at the Lynbrook meet, with ju-
nior Christine Schlossareck leading the 
team with a time of 14:12. Juniors Valerie 
Lensch and Carolyn Qi were close be-
hind, running times of 14:15 and 14:19, 
respectively. 

Qi said that she is proud of the team’s 

ability to make up for the loss of some 
of their  athletes, including class of 2013 
alumnae Maya Nag and Caroline Chou.

On Nov. 5, the team competed in the 
De Anza League (DAL) finals at Crystal 
Springs.

Combining the times, the boys’ team 
was fourth out of the seven schools com-
peting.

However, aside from the team’s run-
ning successes, Qi said that the team’s 
priority the entire season has been to sup-
port one another as teammates.

“At the end of the day, it is not really 
all about the scores, it is who we have 
become,” Qi said. “Can we look past the 
competition and work with each other as 
a team? Can we work together cohesively 
to positively promote hard work? And 
this year, I am very proud that our team 
can answer ‘yes’ to every one of these 
questions.” u

BY MeganaIyer
& MayaRavichandran

Cross Country

Steven Sum qualifies for state meet; 
rest of team returns home in defeat

BY JonathanYoung

Menlo ends Falcons’ stellar year

This year the girls’ water polo 
team made CCS for the first 

time since 2006. Even though 
they came into the season as un-
derdogs, the girls overcame ad-
versity and had a very successful 
season. “The team needs to focus 
more in order to do better next 
year,” junior Mackenzie Rosen-
thal said.  

Who’s hot

TheRankings
1 = Boys’ Wopo (23-3)

2 = Girls’ Tennis (12-3)

3 = Girls’ Volleyball (18-11)

4 = Girls’ Wopo (12-11)

5 = Girls’ Golf (7-7)

6 = Football (3-7)

7 = Field Hockey (3-8-3)

Lady Netters

The girls’ tennis team made it 
to the quarterfinals of the CCS 

playoffs this year but lost to the 
Palo Alto Vikings. “The team was 
very successful this season con-
sidering the obstacles we had to 
overcome,” senior Usha Raman 
said. “I am really happy with 
how the season went, and I could 
not be more proud of the team.”

TheStats

Goals Scored21
In their first round CCS game 

against Palma, the boys’ water 
polo team took home a big 21-7 
win. After two quarters of play, 
the Falcons had already scored 11 
goals. Senior captain Stephen Cho 
had an outstanding 9 goals in the 
win. “We couldn’t have asked for 
a better game,” Cho said. “All 
of us came ready to play and we 
dominated our opponent.”

Years since CCS

With tough losses against Los 
Gatos (7-0) and Lynbrook 

(2-1), the field hockey team ended 
its season with a record of 3-8-3. 
The team had a lack of depth as 
well as a lack of varsity experi-
ence. “Even though it would’ve 
been nice to win our last game of 
the season, we played our hard-
est until the very end,” senior co-
captain Risha Shah said.

Field Hockey unable 
to net late season wins

the quotable

“Football is about more than just 
winning and losing. It’s about the 
brotherhood that is created from 
the overwhelming desire to be 
something great,” senior Jacob 
Camp said.

More Than a Game

7

Who’s Not

Cho’s CoNCussioN keeps him out of importaNt CCs Game
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Girls’ Tennis

Team wins league title, falls to Paly in CCS 
On the bright afternoon of Nov. 1, 10 

girls wearing red racerbacks and white 
skirts rushed toward center court to 
celebrate an incredible feat. After play-
ing an exhausting three-hour match, the 
varsity tennis team smashed long-time 
rival Monta Vista, winning the De Anza 
league title at a final showdown at Cu-
pertino High School.

Originally predicted to have an not-
so-great season, the girls have defied all 
odds and pulled off one of the greatest 
seasons in Saratoga history. 

After losing nine veteran players, six 
of whom graduated last June, the young 
team struggled to maintain confidence. 
The team consists mainly of 
underclassmen. They doubted 
whether they could qualify for 
CCS.

“Over the season we started 
trusting and supporting each 
other more which help made 
our team much stronger than 
any other,” sophomore doubles 
player Meera Rachamallu said. 

After a sequence of surpris-
ing victories against tough teams, in-
cluding Palo Alto and Los Altos, the 
team gained a new level of certainty and 
determination, quickly coming together 
as an unified force.

“The most memorable part in being 
a part of this team was the bond that 
we all developed through supporting 
and motivating each other to do bet-
ter,” sophomore doubles player Shireen 
Haghshenas said. 

Sophomore singles player Shaya Nik-
far agreed, the team “became like fam-
ily.”

Playing in one of the toughest leagues 
in Northern California, the Falcons never 
let their guard down and always played 
with tenacity and a positive attitude. 

“I enjoyed the suspense each match 
brought mainly because it kept us on our 

toes and pushed us to work harder than 
before,” Haghshenas said. 

Both the Falcons and Monta Vista 
Matadors were tied with a 10-2 season 
record before the final match. 

The desire to win was evident in their 
final matches against the Matadors. 
Freshman No. 3 singles player Caitlin Ju 
took Saratoga’s first win in two straight 
sets, 6-4, 6-1. Sophomore Allison Lin and 
freshman Kelly Hsu finished shortly af-
ter Ju, winning 6-4, 6-4. Sophomores Yu 
Karen and Ai Marie Asai also won in 
straight sets, 6-2, 6-3. 

Nikfar, who played No. 2 singles, 
clinched the final win needed for Sara-
toga’s victory, defeating her opponent in 
a exhausting split set, 1-6, 6-4, 6-4. 

Doubles partners Haghshenas 
and Rachamallu fought hard as 
they managed to defeat the Mata-
dor’s No. 2 doubles pair in a tense 
tie breaker, resulting in a final 
score of 7-5, 6-7, 8-6. 

Freshman no. 4 singles player 
Neeka Nikfar and senior no. 1 
singles player Usha Raman also 
played exceptionally.

After all seven matches were 
finished, Saratoga emerged victorious, 
5-2. 

 “The championship victory proved 
to both me and the team that the hard 
work we went through paid off in the 
end,” Haghshenas said. “Our continual 
efforts to build our strength showed 
their effects in this glorious victory.”

Head coach Florin Marica and assis-
tant coach Jonathan Chiu are impressed 
with the team’s accomplishments. 

“You girls are a true team, and I 
haven’t seen one of those in a long 
time,” Marica said to the team before the 
match with Monta Vista. “You support 
each other, try hard because you want 
it for the team, and I couldn’t be more 
proud.” 

The girls continued to shine at their 
CCS games on Nov. 12. The team was 

seeded No. 2 in the tournament, and re-
ceived a bye for the first round. 

After defeating Carlmont 6-1 in the 
second round, they advanced to quar-
terfinals to face the Palo Alto Vikings. 
The team managed to defeat the Vikings 
twice during the regular season, both 
times with an overall score of 4-3. 

For the quarterfinal match, Palo Alto 
stacked their lineup, which is allowed 
during the CCS tournament, but not dur-
ing the regular season. Stacking means 
moving players around so that some are 
used as a sacrifice match, while others 
are a guaranteed win. 

The girls fought their opponents to 
the very last point, but were unable to 
overcome the Vikings, and were defeat-
ed 4-3. Though the final score did not go 
in the ladies’ favor, the team was proud 
of their accomplishments nonetheless. 

“You girls have nothing to be disap-
pointed about,” principal Paul Robinson 

said to the team after the match. “You 
have come so far, I am very proud of all 
of you, and I know your coaches, par-
ents, and everyone else is too.”  u

BY AllisonLin

Freshman Kelly Hsu and sophomore Allison Lin play doubles in the CCS game against 
Carlmont High School on Nov. 13. The pair won 6-4, 6-4. The team won the match 6-1. 

FALCON // JADE BISHT

   

BY AdityaChaudhry

When the the girls’ water polo 
players started their season in the De 
Anza League, they were the under-
dogs of the league. Having moved 
up to the league from the El Camino 
league this year, the team expected to 
be challenged with the fiercer com-
petition. But the team has overcome 
these hurdles and finished with a  re-
cord of 12-10. 

The team scored an impressive 
157 goals throughout the season. The 
team was led by senior Nikki de Roos 
and junior Mackenzie Rosenthal, 
who scored 56 goals and 24 goals re-
spectively. 

Furthermore, with the girls win-
ning 4-3 against Los Altos, the girls 
were able to clinch third place in the 
De Anza league. This helped qualify 
them for CCS, the first time since 
2006.

What makes achieving this goal 
so much sweeter for the girls is the 
fact that they were able to accomplish 
it, even though they were unable to 
practice for part of the season due to 
the pool failure. 

“The girls were able to handle 
the adversity throughout the season 
when the pool was down,” coach Ra-

fael Alapont said. 
However, CCS was by far their big-

gest challenge of this season. Coming 
into the CCS game on Nov. 16 as the 
underdogs, the team faced its most 
difficult opponent in the pool: Chris-
topher High School. 

The girls played a fierce game 
against the Christopher High Cou-
gars. According to junior Mackenzie 
Rosenthal, the key point in their CCS 
game was their offense.

“Our plan was to continue to play 
hard press defense and try to mini-
mize our mistakes on offense as well 
as defense to give us a chance to upset 
a higher seeded team,” Alapont said. 

Although the girls played their 
hardest in the game, it was not 
enough to handle the Cougars. The 
girls eventually lost the game 5-2. 

Even though the team lost its CCS 
game, the players still have their spir-
its high for next year. Many of the 
girls are already looking at ways in 
which they can improve the team for 
next season. 

“[The teams] needs to focus more 
in order to do better,” Rosenthal said. 

With this mentality the girls hope 
to learn and grow so that they are 
prepared when the next season comes 
around. u

Girls’ Volleyball

First round CCS loss to 
Panthers ends girls’ season

On Nov. 7, the girls’ volleyball team 
finished its season with an overwhelm-
ing 3-0 victory in an away game against 
Wilcox and secured a spot in CCS by fin-
ishing second in the El Camino league.

Bringing its best season in years to a 
close with a record of 9-3 for league and 
18-11 overall, the team celebrated its suc-
cess and began practicing for CCS.

The team was  seeded third and had 
a bye for the first round and a week to 
practice before 
its first match 
on Nov. 16. But 
the match ended 
quickly with a 
0-3 loss against 
the eighth seeded 
team Burlingame 
High School. On 
the other hand, the 
team has performed better this year than 
in its past three years in the El Camino 
league, garnering a win against Cuper-
tino for the first time this season.

Senior opposite hitter Jennifer Ho 
credits much of the team’s success to the 
hard work of the players.

“The team worked well together and 
everyone was supportive of each other,” 
Ho said. “We were motivated by each 
other to work harder and play better.”

Many players agree that the strongest 
source of strength for the team were Ho 
and other seniors Julia Lee, Katelyn Mol-
lahan and Tivolin Sisco. 

However, despite the departure of the 
four seniors, the team is not worried.

“The leadership from our seniors re-
ally helped,”  sophomore opposite hit-
ter Nicole Chiou said. “But if we stay, 
I think we’ll do pretty well [because 
other schools] will be losing seniors [as 
well.]”

There is concern, however in whether 
or not the team will con-
tinue to compete in the El 
Camino league or move up.

“How we’ll do next 
year depends if we move 
up a league or not,” Chiou 
said. “We might [change 
leagues], but that’s Brad’s 
decision. If we move up, 
it’ll be tough.”

According to many players on the 
team, staying in the El Camino league 
would be the best option, so the team 
could devote energy to placing first in 
the league, but that is a decision left up 
to coach Brad Fredricson.

On the bright side, six juniors and 
two sophomores will continue to play 
on the team next year, which means the 
team has the potential to do just as well, 
if not better, in the next season. u

S. Nikfar

Team reaches CCS during
first year in new league

Girls’ WaTer polo

BY TrungVandinh

We were motivated 
by each other to work 
harder and play better.

senior Jennifer Ho

scoreboard
Nov. 1
Saratoga 5, Monta Vista 2
The team crushed its rival in a deciding 
match for the league championship title. 

Nov. 13
Saratoga 6, Carlmont 1
After a first round bye, the Falcons came 
out strong, winning their second round 
CCS match with ease, advancing to quar-
terfinals.

Nov. 15
Saratoga 3, Palo Alto  4
The team fell short, barely losing its quar-
terfinal match.
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Going into the game against 
the powerhouse Wilcox Char-
gers on Nov. 15, the Falcon 
players were confident that 
they could get a win in order to 
make the CCS playoffs. How-
ever, the strength of the Wilcox 
rushing attack was too much 
for the Falcons, who lost 47-20, 
thereby ending their season.

The Falcon offense moved 
the ball well on the Charger de-
fense all night but was unable 
to put the ball in the end zone 
to end drives. 

With the loss to Wilcox, the 
football season is now over. 
Even though the team wasn’t 
able to go to CCS like last year, 
the players have no regrets 
about the season.

“Football is more than just 
a game,” senior linebacker/

running back Jacob Camp said. 
“It's about more than winning 
and losing. It's about the peo-
ple you play with, the coaches 
who coach you and the brother-
hood that is created because of 
the overwhelming desire to be 
something great.”

The season had its high 
and low moments, and with a 
tougher pre-season schedule, 
the Falcons were unable to se-
cure wins early on in the season. 
On Homecoming night, senior 
quarterback Jonathan Walters 
sat out with a concussion and 
the Falcons lost to a beatable 
Mountain View team.

This year, the offense was 
not as prolific as last year’s be-
cause other teams had much 
more time to prepare after see-
ing the offense last year. The 
screen game was not as efficient 
this year with the graduation 

of last year’s league MVP Kyle 
Dozier. 

This year, 28 seniors will 
graduate and leave the team, 
giving underclassmen and cur-
rent juniors the chance to step 
up and fill the roles of the cur-
rent seniors. Junior wide receiv-
er/corner Joey Medeiros and 
junior running back/free safety 
Ken Wu will look to lead the 
team on both sides of the ball.

Senior wide receivers Tra-
vis Stokes and Grant Faylor 
both had good seasons. Stokes 
caught 11 touchdowns during 
the season, while Faylor had 
four touchdowns on the sea-
son. 

In the end, although the sea-
son is over for the Falcons, both 
the players and coaches worked 
extremely hard to have a very 
memorable season.

“Some may look at this sea-

son from an outside perspective 
and say we did not accomplish 
our goal of being great this 
year,” Jacob said. “However, I 

simply respond by saying I can 
speak for my team when I say 
that we would not trade this 
season for anything.” u

Sharks fan attends High School Writers day at SAP Center

As a child, I spent many a night in 
what was then called the HP Pa-
vilion, the home of the San Jose 

Sharks. My dad has season tickets to see 
the Sharks, and when I was younger, my 
sister and I would alternate whose turn 
it was to go to each game.

Even though I started attending 
Sharks games when I was about 4, I 
can’t remember a time in my life when 
I wasn’t a Sharks fan. So when the op-
portunity arose for me to participate in 
the High School Writers Day at the SAP 
Center, I jumped on the chance.

On Nov. 5, I met the other high school 
journalists participating in the event at 
the south entrance of the SAP Center, 
and we entered the Shark Tank through 
an employees-only door. 

We toured parts of the building I had 
never seen before: hidden hallways in 
the underground level, filled with pho-
tos and posters of both past Sharks play-
ers and musicians who had performed 
at the SAP Center.

While we grabbed a quick bite to eat, 
the other journalists and I spoke about 
our love for the Sharks.

 I was surprised to hear what hardcore 
Sharks fans they were; their descriptions 
of their favorite Sharks moments were 
told with clarity and detail.

After meeting and interviewing Da-
vid Pollak, the Sharks beat writer for the 

Mercury News, we met the Sharks’ gen-
eral manager, Doug Wilson. At times, 
Wilson ended up interviewing us by ask-
ing what we would have done if we had 
been in his place for certain 
situations. He spoke about 
the fine line between protect-
ing the players’ privacy and 
giving the media necessary 
information, and for the most 
part, the other journalists and 
I just sat in awe, hardly ask-
ing any questions.

We then got on an elevator 
and headed up stairs that led 
us to the press deck, located 
in the building’s rafters. 

“I hope you’re not afraid 
of heights,” our guide said before we ar-
rived at the rafters, a labyrinth of narrow 
walkways crisscrossing each other high 
above the ice. I felt as if I were walking 
across a tightrope as we made our way 
to our folding chairs, which were set up 
in the part of the rafters where the or-
ganist sat in the Sharks’ early days.

This birds-eye view of the game al-
lowed me to witness just how close the 
puck came to going into the net whenev-
er the Sharks made shots. I was also able 
to see my parents sitting in their regular 
seats below them and somewhat creep-
ily texted them, “I see you guys!” After 
some struggles, they spotted me. 

The game itself was stressful. The 
Sharks were taking on the Buffalo Sa-
bres, the team with the worst record in 
the league, and I expected an easy victo-

ry for the Sharks. But as the game 
began, it was clear to me that a 
Sharks win would be anything 
but easy.

The other journalists and I had 
been warned before the game 
that we were expected to main-
tain a “professional, working 
environment” and therefore not 
cheer during the game. I found 
this rule to be infuriatingly dif-
ficult to follow, however, as the 
game progressed. Every fiber of 
my being urged me to clap along 

with the other Sharks fans, to shout 
out random words  like I usually do. 
(While other Sharks fans are screaming, 
“Sharks! Sharks! Sharks!” I enjoy yelling 
“Blah! Grapefruit! Sharks!” Don’t ask.)

The Sharks started off the game well, 
with a goal in the first period by Marty 
Havlat. The team began to slip during 
the second period, however, and the Sa-
bres scored two goals. During the third 
period, the Sharks tied up the game, 3-3; 
this score later morphed into 4-4.

With four minutes left in the period, 
we went to the area near the locker 
rooms in preparation for our post-game 
interview with a Sharks player. As we 

walked through the hallway, I could 
hear overtime music, and we were able 
to watch a live stream of the game in a 
conference room nearby.

After a heartbreaking near-goal dur-
ing overtime, the Sharks entered into a 
shootout with the Sabres, and I knew we 
were done for. We sat grumbling to our-
selves as the shootout unfolded on the 
screen before us. The Sharks lost, pre-
dictably, and my heart sank.

We ended the night with an inter-
view with Sharks rookie Matthew Nieto, 
who lamented the loss but said that he 
thought the Sharks played well, with 
a comeback near the end that was just 
short of a victory.

On the way home from the event, I 
told my parents all about my fantastic 
experience. In the end, I realized that’s 
what being a Sharks fan is about for me: 
spending time with my dad.

The other student journalists called 
themselves diehard Sharks fans; they 
knew all the random trivia, all the sta-
tistics. I didn’t have that knowledge, be-
cause I’ve never been interested in the 
numbers. 

I’ve just been interested in the sense 
of pride that wells up within me when-
ever I see the Sharks, that deep belief that 
the team is somehow mine, that to me 
they’re not even “the Sharks.” They’re 
just “us.” u

 
The Falcons ended their sea-

son much in the same way the 
rest of the year went: in frustra-
tion.

After falling behind Lyn-
brook 1-0 in the first half of the 
Nov. 7 game, sophomore mid-
fielder Sabrina Clark scored to 
tie the game in regulation. In 
seven-on-seven sudden death 
overtime, the Vikings were able 
to get a lucky open shot, result-
ing in a 2-1 final score.

“Even though it would’ve 
been nice to win our last game of 
the season, we played our hard-
est until the very end, which is 
all I could’ve asked,” senior co-
captain Risha Shah said.

The girls ended their season 
with an overall record of 3-8-3. 
From the beginning, a lack of 

depth and varsity experience 
undercut the team’s chances. 
While the season may have not 
turned out exactly the way the 
girls wanted, the team believes 
they have grown together and 
learned resilience from  the 
tough cir-
cumstances 
they have 
e n d u r e d 
throughout 
the hockey 
season. 

On Nov. 
5, the girls 
d e f e a t e d 
Los Altos 3-1 in their senior 
game. In the second half, fresh-
man midfielder Hannah Leon-
ard and senior forward Sana Ali 
were able to score two goals in 
the span of just 10 seconds. 

Five seniors were celebrated 

in the senior game ceremony: 
midfielders Ingrid Hong and 
Jennie Werner, forwards Risha 
Shah and Sana Ali and goal-
keeper Lena Jewler. 

“I couldn’t have asked for a 
better group of girls to play my 

last season 
with,” Jewler 
said.

On Hal-
loween, the 
Falcons had a 
tough 7-0 loss 
versus rival 
Los Gatos. A 
combination 

of injuries and a rushed warm-
up contributed to the poor per-
formance.  In the end, the Fal-
cons fell short of qualifying for 
CCS playoffs. 

“Overall, we had a tough 
season,” senior midfielder Jen-

nie Werner said. “In our last 
two games against Los Altos 
and Lynbrook, we fought hard 

as a team and wanted to win. I 
wish we could have played the 
whole season that way.”  u

We played our hardest 
until the very end, which 
is all I could have asked.

senior Risha Shah

Freshman midfielder Hannah Leonard gets ready to make a pass on 
the Nov. 5 game against Los Altos High School, where Falcons won 3-1.

Senior Jacob Marr pushes through the Fremont defense on Nov. 8

Season ends with loss to Chargers
BY NikilRamanathan 

Girls lose to Lynbrook in their final game
BY IngridHong

RACHEL
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Courtesy of SPORTSWURLZ

Field Hockey

TALISMAN // KRISTYN NAKAHIRA
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I’m an East Coast gal.
I was born and raised in Holmdel, 

New Jersey. I lived there until 2004. I 
prefer winter storms and April showers 
to the unchanging beauty of Northern 
California weather. I adore pencil-yel-
low school buses, ice cream trucks and 
snow days. 

I miss the unbearable humid-
ity of New Jersey summers, the 
way my shirt stuck to the back 
of my seat, the dig-your-way-
out snowfall and the flourish of 
spring. I love the good and the 
bad. I’m an East Coast gal.

How do I describe Holm-
del? To put it simply, the town 
is picturesque—with its Cana-
dian geese, rolling hills, colo-
nial-style houses and Christ-
mas-tree farms.

Holmdel is just shy of an hour from 
New York City when there is no traffic, 
which, of course, there always is. “Big 
Apple” traffic jams are routine, but no 
worse than in California.

New York City stands in stark con-
trast to Holmdel, and Holmdel in stark 
contrast to Northern California. Yet all 
three are gorgeous—in their own quirky 
ways.

But to each gal her own, and to me, 
Holmdel.

Holmdel’s appeal lies in its simplicity. 
There is a park with 
a farm and a pond, 
and a picnic area. In 
summer, we would 
visit the farm, milk 
the cows and forge 
S-hooks at the black-
smith’s. 

Beyond the park 
lie acres of nature, 
untouched by man. Life in Holmdel is 
the way life ought to be. 

Although my family still has a house 
in Holmdel, we lived there for only five 
years. It seems much longer now, though, 
perhaps because my most memorable 
moments are packed into those years. 
You will understand: I will tell you.

There are miles of beauty in Holmdel, 
starting in my own backyard. Our house 
is a rusty brick-red, with a large maple 
tree in front and an evergreen on the left, 
which my older brother and I used as a 
hideout. 

A grassy knoll in the back recedes 

into the rustic woods. In spring, when 
the deer grazed on the grass, we would 
put out peanuts for them to eat.

When December came by, and no deer 
were to be seen, we amused ourselves by 
sledding down our snow-covered back-
yard. The bitter winter winds stung our 

faces, and we loved it. 
I grinned devilishly as I 

chucked a handful of snow at 
my brother’s back. He began 
to plot his sweet revenge, but 
not before the sweet aroma of 
my mom’s sweet corn soup 
put a halt to our shenanigans.

Good tidings came soon 
enough. My brother and I re-
ceived a call from the “North 
Pole,” as was the custom in 
Holmdel, that Santa was a-

coming.
Come Christmas morning, my broth-

er shook me awake. We rushed to the 
window. ’Twas a white Christmas.

My brother sprinted down the flight 
of stairs as I slid down its oak bannister. 
We shuffled across the mocha-brown 
tiles of our foyer towards the warmth of 
our living room. 

Our Christmas tree stood beside 
the fireplace, against the cherry-wood 
stained walls and next to our old leather 
couch.

A rather bulky Hallmark angel bal-
anced awkwardly 
atop the tree, but 
we didn’t notice in 
the least. Our eyes 
darted to the pile of 
presents beneath the 
tree. My big brother 
and I plopped our-
selves down on the 
holly-red carpet 

facing the hearth, smiled, and enjoyed 
our last Christmas in the Garden State. 
Those were the days.

The following spring, my mom re-
ceived a job offer from San Jose, and that 
summer, in 2004, our family moved out 
to the quiet suburbs of Saratoga. Nine 
years later, my hometown still holds a 
special place in my heart. 

To me, Holmdel means tradition. 
It means family and warmth, love and 
simplicity. It is home. 

I may be a bit biased.  After all, I’m 
an East Coast gal. Always have been, al-
ways will be. u Arjun Ramanathan

THINGS TO BE THANKFUL FOR

Basketball season: The Warriors 
are back and ready to disap-
point. 

The Way: Ariana Grande. LORD 
THANK YOU.

Thanksgiving Break: HAHA UC 
APPS SEE YOU NEVER.

The revival of the government: 
Mr. Dwyer can breathe now.

People?: Our friends and fam-
ily. Unless a pesky brother is 
involved, you can’t ask for any-
thing much better.

End of ‘What does the Fox say:’ 
RINGADINGDINGDINGDING 
PLS STOP.

Starbucks two-for-one: Twice the 
caffeine, still overpriced.  

Facial hair: Spirit week because 
some of us can’t grow our own 
mustaches.

TV: The last season of “How I 
Met Your Mother.” Ted, it’s been 
going on too long.

Cold winters: 75 degrees in Cali 
= sweater weather.

topten

There is no place 
like Holmdel, N.J.

GITIKA
NALWA
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snapshots

ONE LAST TIME: Michael Eschen (12) 
plays his marimba in the band’s Senior 
Night on Nov. 7. 

EXCHANGING IT UP: Orchestra director 
Michael Boitz conducts the Orchestra 
Exchange Concert with Lynbrook on 
Nov. 1.

ROLLING IN THE DEEP: Stephen Cho (12) 
and Mitch MIller (12) execute the of-
fense during the water polo CCS game 
against Homestead on Nov. 12. 

DIAMOND IN THE ROUGH: Tyler Diamond 
(12) performed with his ukulele and 
placed third in Saratoga Idol on Nov. 13.

Scrolling down the Facebook news-
feed, many people are greeted by a big 
blue box with white and green letters 
inside. 

The link opens up ask.fm, a web-
page filled with questions such as who 
are you best friends? who do you like? 
and the answers to these questions. The 
site also contains a text box for people 
to submit anonymous questions.  

Ask.fm was created in June, 2010, 
and has sinced grown to become the 
200th most visited site in the world. 

Open to anyone the age of 13 or old-
er, the site has completely changed the 
way its users interact with each other 
and how they get to know each other 
online. 

Upon opening an account, users are 
swarmed with a barrage of questions 
and comments, which are sent anony-
mously, with the option to answer 
them. 

With no monitors on the site, the 
questions and comments are unfil-
tered. 

Junior Tony Holt said most ques-
tions are either random or weird. 

But sometimes a relevant question 
pops up and makes the experience of 

ask.fm more 
enjoyable.

Although 
users do not 
always know 
who is send-
ing the ques-

tions, some see the site as a fun way to 
pass the time. 

“When someone has the opportuni-
ty to tell you something anonymously, 
they can say more about more topics,” 
sophomore Michael Ma said. 

Most users open these accounts to 
have people ask them questions in a 
more open environment. 

“It allows [people] to ask me per-
sonal things they don’t want to ask 
publically,” Holt said.

Even though there are those who 
enjoy ask.fm, others don’t like it. 

Under the cloak of anonymity, peo-
ple have a wall they can hide behind 
when they type rude or even mean 
comments. 

“If you open an 
ask.fm, you are 
asking for mean 
stuff,” sopho-
more Kimberly 
Chen said.  “A lot 
of cyberbullying 
happens.” u

buzzworthy Ask and answer
BY AdityaChaudhry
& NupurMaheshwari

FALCON // JADE BISHT

FALCON // LAUREN LOUIE

FALCON // DAVID SPARKMAN

FALCON // DAVID SPARKMAN

To me, Holmdel means 
tradition. It means 
family and warmth, 

love and simplicity. It is 
home.
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