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STATE TESTING

STAR and API face 
probable changes
BY JadeBisht
& OksanaTrifonova

Standardized tests that 
students have taken for years 
are about to change next 
spring: California Standard-
ized Testing and Reporting 
(STAR) tests and the API 
scores that accompany it are 
being eliminated in favor of 
a new system based on Com-
mon Core Standards. 

Despite the absence of 
STAR tests in the spring, 
there will be testing in some 
subjects, though it’s not clear 
what form they will take. 
Seniors, who have had two 
days off for STAR testing in 
the past, will have to go to 

school on those days, accord-
ing to principal Paul Robin-
son. 

According to recent news 
reports, Assembly Bill 484 
mandates the replacing of the 
usual pencil-and-paper test-
ing with math and language 
tests that will be taken on 
computers starting as early as 
this spring. Focused more on 
critical thinking, reasoning 
and problem-solving, these 
tests will adjust questions 
based on whether previous 
answers were correct or in-
correct, providing a consis-
tent measure on which sub-
jects are better understood. 

Classes unite during 
Homecoming week

SCHOOL SPIRIT

This year, the Homecom-
ing festivities took an elec-
tronic turn with each class 
championing a childhood 
video game: Club Penguin for 
freshmen, Pac-Man for sopho-
mores, Pokemon for juniors 
and Super Mario for seniors.

 Seniors secured first place 
with 3,360 points, juniors took 
second with 3,050 points, 
sophomores took third with 
2,553 points and the fresh-
men finished last with 2,334 
points. 

The freshmen kicked off 
the Quad Day festivities with 
their Club Penguin-themed 
skit on Oct. 1. 

“We decided on an ‘Around 
the World’ theme early on af-
ter getting our theme,” fresh-
man class secretary Spring 
Ma said. “We thought it was 
a good way to tie together the 
theme to the Quad Day with-
out totally over-killing it with 
Club Penguin.”

As usual, freshmen had a 
hard time figuring out how 
to do their decorations and 
Quad Day performance, but 
they had strong dancers and 
learned a lot to ready for fu-
ture years.

On Oct. 2, the sophomores 
impressed with their skit and 
well-choreographed dances. 

“Throughout the show, all 
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Much ado about 
something

Drama tackles 
shakespeare’s 
“much aDo about 
nothing” starting 
tomorrow night

BY AtirathKosireddy
& JonathanYoung

FALCON // SIMI SRIVASTAVA

Last fall, members of the drama 
department tackled serious roles for 
their production of Arthur Miller’s 
play “The Crucible.” This weekend, 
though, the drama department will 

take on a play of a very different 
tone: William Shakespeare’s comedy 
“Much Ado About Nothing.”

Director and drama teacher Sarah 
Thermond chose “Much Ado About 
Nothing” as the fall play this year 
because she wanted a comedy that 
would be enjoyable for all ages. She 

also wanted actors and the communi-
ty alike to experience different kinds 
of theater.

“I’m enjoying [rehearsals so far],” 
Thermond said. “I’m also excited 
about sharing the drama department 

BY MelissaMagner
& VibhaSeshadri

From left to right: Juniors Chris Nasser, Andrew York and Nikhil Aji play Claudio, Leonato and Don Pedro, respectively. Sporting 
tropical shirts for their roles as dorky dads in a modern setting, the three actors rehearse for the 7:30 p.m. showing on Oct. 19.  

 FALL PLAY on pg. 4
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When she was in third 
grade, senior Katie Woodruff 
received a letter that changed 
her life. This letter, from the 
Guide Dogs for the Blind or-
ganization, came in the mail 
soon after the death of one of 
her family’s dogs and promot-
ed raising guide dogs in one’s 
own house.

Woodruff, her older brother 
and her parents immediately 
latched on to the idea, eager 
for a chance to contribute to 
the community and add a new 
member to their family.

She said the process of train-
ing a guide dog always begins 
when her family receives an 
8-week-old puppy. They then 
raise the puppy until it is about 
18 months old, while attend-
ing a weekly meeting to check 
in on the puppy’s progress.

“[We give the puppies] 
basic training and get them 
through the puppy age so that 
they can mature and become 
guide dogs.” Woodruff said. 

According to Woodruff, 
the organization breeds black 
labrador retrievers, golden re-
trievers and crosses of the two 
breeds. Due to her passion for 
interacting with animals, the 

opportunity to raise guide 
dogs appealed to her very 
much.

“I’ve always been really in-
volved with animals,” Wood-
ruff said. “My mom worked 
at a vet hospital, so I kind of 
grew up there.”

Knowing each dog’s per-
sonality leads to success in 
training, she said.

“[You have to] know the 
traits of a dog and how dogs 
[react] to different 
things,” Woodruff said. 
“You really have to be 
able to predict them 
and read what they’re 
going to do and not 
do.”

After Woodruff and 
her family have fin-
ished raising a guide 
dog, they send it to 
Guide Dogs for the Blind, a 
nonprofit organization in San 
Rafael, for the dog’s final train-
ing and evaluation.  

If the dog fails this part of 
the process, it may go on to 
become another type of work-
ing dog or a regular house pet. 
However, if the dog passes, 
it is matched up with a blind 
person and sent to live with 
him or her, acting as a seeing 
eye dog.

Woodruff and her family 

train one guide dog at a time, 
and they are now in the pro-
cess of raising a golden retriev-
er named Hal.

“Every dog has been really 
special to me,” Woodruff said. 
“I can name everything about 
them. But I think [Hal and I] 
just have a special bond.”

In the nine years since 
Woodruff and her family 
started this process, they have 
raised 11 puppies, with two 

that have graduated at 
San Rafael.

“All of the dogs [are] 
so great,” Woodruff 
said. “They’re raised to 
do this, and it’s just so 
cool to see them prog-
ress through the train-
ing.”

Woodruff said one 
of her favorite parts 

of this process is attending a 
guide dog’s graduation in San 
Rafael. There, she is able to go 
up on stage and present the 
dog that she has raised to a 
blind person.

“[When] you officially hand 
the leash over, it’s really emo-
tional,” Woodruff said. “The 
fact that you’ve done some-
thing to give this person their 
ability to see and just open up 
their life is really incredible. 
It’s changed my life.” u

BY RachelHull
& MeganaIyer

Senior raises guide dogs for the blind

 

news
briefs

Robotics makes 3rd place at CalGames
Every year the Mechanical Science and Engineering 

Team (M-SET) attends CalGames, a competition where 
they replay last year’s FIRST Robotics Competition (FRC) 
game. 

This year, CalGames took place at Fremont High School 
in Sunnyvale on Oct. 4 and 5.  Saratoga’s team was able to 
make it into the semi-finals out of the 38 teams that com-
peted in the competition.

The veteran seniors on the team turned over the reins of 
driving the robot and scouting other teams to rookie FRC 
members freshman Kyle France and sophomores Naveed 
Riaziat, Navid Mokhleski and Kabir Manghnani this year.

The drivers formed an alliance with team 846 from 
Lynbrook High School and team 2813 from Prospect High 
School.

In the end, however, M-SET’s alliance was defeated by 
another alliance of teams from Mountain View High School, 
Monterey High School and Woodside High School.

The team’s next competition will be in early 2014 after 
the next FIRST Robotics Challenge is announced in mid-
January.

The marching band opened their season with a strong 
beginning, performing “The Year Eternal” at the Cuper-
tino Tournament of Bands on Oct. 12. 

The band received sweepstakes in the overall general 
effects, overall music and overall marching categories, 
while winning first place in brass, third in woodwinds 
and tying first for color guard.

After such a successful start to the season, the band is 
optimistic about future competitions. 

“The competition went really smoothly,” drum major 
Lauren Casey-Clyde said. “Nerves were rather calm dur-
ing our performance. If our future competitions go this 
smoothly, then we’ll definitely be in good shape.” 

As the band’s Oct. 19 competition approaches, Casey-
Clyde hopes to increase the emotion of the field show.

“I want to get to the point where tears are shed during 
the last two movements,” Casey-Clyde said. 

Band kicks off competition season

           Juniors Andrew Low and Kyle Yuen promote culinary club and senior Brandon 
Cen promotes Model UN in club day on Sept. 25. Seventy five clubs participated overall.
CLUB DAY

picturethis

falconfigures

On the 12-year anniversary 
of the  Sept. 11 terrorist attacks, 
six baseball players spent a na-
tional day of remembrance vol-
unteering for a worthy cause 
in the city of San Francisco. 

Trudging up and down the 
aisles of the AT&T Park, the 
team spent several hours sell-
ing ice cream to Giants’ fans 
for Juma Community Day.

Juma Community Day at 
AT&T Park is sponsored an-
nually by Juma, a non-profit 
organization that provides 
low-income students with col-
lege financial aid. Juma raises 
the money through volunteers 
who attend sporting events as 
vendors.

Junior Samir Ramakrish-
nan, a baseball team member, 
contacted Juma out of an inter-
est to help the organization. 

Ramakrishnan recruited six 
additional volunteers from the 
baseball team: senior Drew 
Kriens; juniors Adin Roskoph, 
Sachin Bettadapur and Philip 
Carlier; and sophomores Ryan 
Caini and Michael Schillage. 

Principal Paul Robinson 
and baseball coach Adam 
Varteressian permitted the 
seven students to take the day 
off school because “it was such 
a worthy cause,” according to 
Ramakrishnan.

During four hours of selling 
ice cream at the game, the stu-
dents raised more than $1,500.

“All of this money was go-

ing to low-income kids and 
we felt a sense of accomplish-
ment,” Ramakrishnan said. 
“Volunteering is always a 
heartwarming task and it is 
extra special when it is done 
during a sporting event such 
as a Giants baseball game on 
an important day such as Sep-
tember 11.”

Ramakrishnan plans to con-
tinue volunteering with Juma 
in the coming years.

“Saratoga High School is a 
renowned academic institution 
with a great staff and superb 
facilities,” Ramakrishnan said. 
“However, sometimes we for-
get that many kids don’t have 
these vital tools. Together, we 
can help bring the gift of edu-
cation to those in need.” u

Baseball players volunteer for 9/11
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Speech and debate off to a good start 

The season just started for speech and debate, but the 
team has already participated in two tournaments. The 
first one was held at Harker on Sept. 28 for the Public Fo-
rum partner event.

No novices went, but three varsity teams won their ini-
tial rounds. Two of them almost broke to the octafinals. 

“There are fewer novices this year, but overall our team 
has gotten stronger because we have more veteran debat-
ers to help them out,” senior Parth Kejriwal said.

The second tournament, held on Oct. 6 at Bellarmine, 
was for the Lincoln-Douglass division, an individual 
event. Junior Deepti Kannan finished the tournament 
with a record of 4-0, attaining a wildcard spot in the state 
qualifiers in the spring, and junior Rohith Krishna fin-
ished with a 3-1 record.                                                       

––Sudeep Raj and Oksana Trifonova

—Aditya Chaudhry and David Sparkman

COMMUNITY SERVICE

BY LaurenLouie

Woodruff

––Jade Bisht

Ten longest teaching SHS teachers 
10. Kim Bergkamp
            French 

9. Kirk Abe
     History

8. Lisa Cochrum
         Science

7. Jenny Garcia
         Science

6. Mike Davey
       History 

5.  Julie Scola
         Math

4. Catherine Head
          English

3. Kim Anzalone
         History

2. Leah Aguayo
        Ceramics   

1. Arnaldo Rodriguex
              Spanish

October 18, 2013saratogafalcon
THE 3NEWS

Junior Rohith Krishna is frustrated. 
Not because he didn’t get his desired 
SAT score or didn’t ace his last Calculus 
test, but because he will have to miss out 
on the annual Bombay in the Bay show 
this year. The reason? He’ll be compet-
ing at a speech and debate tournament 
at Berkeley in mid February.     

For the last few years, Bombay in 
the Bay has occurred every April in the 
McAfee Center and has been the Indian 
Cultural Awareness Club’s (ICAC) main 
fund raiser for charity.

This year, however, scheduling con-
flicts have bumped the show to Feb. 15, 
causing unforeseen difficulties for per-
formers and ICAC officers.

“We are still trying to [find a later 
date], but the office has made it clear that 
we are not going to get it, so the show 
will most probably be in February,” se-
nior co-president Raj Thakker said.

The school plans a master calendar at 
the beginning of each year. 

The decision to move the spring mu-
sical later in second semester meant the 
best available date was two months ear-
lier than usual. 

“The way the calendar is devised is 

that whole school programs have priority 
when planning the calendar, so whether 
its music events, the musical or the play 
or concerts,” assis-
tant principal Kerry 
Mohnike said. “Then, 
after that,  the McAfee 
is open for club use 
or other activities and 
then the public.” 

ICAC officers say 
the earlier date of the 
show this year not only 
requires the partici-
pants to start preparing 
during first semester, 
but it also puts added 
stress on seniors. Col-
lege applications will 
not be finished until 
the middle of January, 
giving the officers and 
other seniors only half 
a month to get most of 
the work done.

The show also clashes with the Span-
ish department’s Mexico trip and the 
invitational speech and debate tourna-
ment held at UC Berkeley. 

ICAC treasurer and senior Rohan 
Hardikar has been to Berkeley for speech 
and debate the last few years, and says 

it is one of his favorite tournaments. He 
also believes that the date change will 
be a big problem for students who want 

to do both speech and 
debate and Bombay 
in the Bay, especially 
because about half of 
ICAC is in speech and 
debate.

Krishna hopes that 
the date can be moved  
back too.

“I don’t know what 
the scheduling con-
flict is and whether 
they can solve it, but 
I’m just hoping that 
there’s some way the 
ICAC officers can get 
it resolved,” Krishna 
said. “Obviously [the 
conflict] is out of their 
control, but if they can 
find a way to move 
it out that would be 

great.”
Krishna said that with the current 

date, he plans to participate in the speech 
and debate tournament instead of Bom-
bay in the Bay.       Spanish department 
head and Mexico coordinator Arnaldo 
Rodriguex is puzzled as to why the two 

events are even clashing.
 This conflict has also taken a toll on 

the number of students participating in 
the Mexico trip. This year, as of Sept. 
30, only 10 students have signed up in 
comparison to the 40-50 students in past 
years.

“Bombay in the Bay has been happen-
ing at the same time for the past six to 
seven years,” Rodriguex said. “It should 
have already been marked on the calen-
dar.”

Despite the many issues with this 
new date, the club officers are trying not 
to be discouraged and are already plan-
ning ways to make the show better than 
ever.

“This year we are trying to incorpo-
rate different themes for the skit, not just 
the typical Indian guy meeting the In-
dian girl and falling in love,” Hardikar 
said. “We might do something based 
on a movie plot and have Hindi Film 
themes.”

Besides the date change setback, 
ICAC officers still believe that the show 
will turn out just as well, if not better, 
than shows from previous years. 

“We have less time for everything to 
happen, but I think we will still be able 
to make the show good,” co-president 
and senior Sachi Verma said. u

BY NupurMaheshwari
& VibhaSeshadri

Earlier Bombay in the Bay date creates conflicts

On Oct. 5, staff and students attend-
ed the Challenge Success conference at 
Stanford University, an event held in 
an effort to promote positive student 
growth and curb the unnecessary pres-
sures students face at school. 

At the conference, assistant principal 
Brian Safine, English teacher Amy Keys, 
math teacher Meghan Pickett, parents 
Ashley Chao and Mary Eschen, senior 
Nikhil Goel and sophomore Ingrid Pan 
listened to keynote speakers alongside 
other schools and worked with a Chal-
lenge Success coach to create SHS-spe-
cific areas of improvement. 

The conference was designed to re-
new the concept of what it means to be a 
well-rounded, healthy student. 

According to Safine, the purpose of 
the conference was to make students 
“better learners rather than just doing 

school.”
Pan agreed, saying, “I guess I was 

hoping to find a way to spread the word 
that success isn’t just grades around the 
school.”

According to Goel, the most help-
ful part of 
the confer-
ence was 
the group 
time with 
a coach, al-
lowing the 
team to 
brainstorm 
ideas that, if 
put into action, will have a tangible im-
pact in coming years. 

These ideas include adding an extra 
late start on a Monday or Friday for stu-
dents to ask questions in the morning, 
removing weighted grades and having a 
collaborative teacher calendar.

The collaborative teacher calendar, 
which has received unanimous support 
from ASB and Leadership, would pre-
vent teachers from unknowingly giv-
ing high-stakes tests on the same day as 
other events.

A c c o r d -
ing to assis-
tant principal 
Brian Safine, 
Goel proposed 
that students 
should play 
a more active 
role in the 
Guidance De-

partment. 
Rather than teachers explaining to 

students what to expect for a certain class 
(i.e., the amount of work required for an 
AP or honors class in comparison to the 
college-prep equivalent), students could 
give testimonials about their experi-

ences in the class. This way, the younger 
students can get a more personal, first-
hand account of the difference between 
AP and college-prep classes. 

Although the Challenge Success 
coach began the group meeting with, 
according to Goel, “vague, broad vision        
statements,” Safine quickly stepped 
in and brought the meeting back on   
track. 

“It was awesome that Mr. Safine 
brought in his WASC guidelines be-
cause it gave us a structured brainstorm-
ing session instead of us spending time 
coming up with broad vision statements 
that may not have resulted in creating 
any tangible results from the confer-
ence,” Goel said.

Safine approved of the opportunity 
the meeting provided him.

“In general, whenever you’re able to 
get away from the usual flow of school, 
it’s inherently positive,” Safine said. u

Dance team, cheer seek permanent coach
Spirit

 

Earlier this year, the cheer squad and 
dance team struggled with sharing one 
head coach, Dinishia Nichols, between 
the two different teams. Recently, in a 
sudden turn of events, Nichols quit her 
position as head coach, and both teams 
have been put to the test of working 
with temporary coaches. 

Nichols moved back to her previous 
home in Modesto, leaving Coach Brittani 
Sua to lead the dance team, and Coach 
Darris Davis-Gorman to work with the 
cheerleaders. Both Sua and Davis-Gor-
man were brought in by Nichols. The 
instructors as well as the team members 
are getting used to the switches while 
making progress for their upcoming 
competitions and performances. 

“Coach Dinishia quitting has been 
devastating to the team,” sophomore 
cheerleader Summer Smith said. “We 
feel a little homeless without a coach, but 

our current volunteer coaches brought 
in by Dinishia are doing the best they 
can.” 

Both teams are gradually adjusting to 
the new coaches’ styles, as well as their 
different standards and expectations.

“It is definitely difficult to get used to 
all the new rules coming from the volun-
teer coaches,” Smith said. “Even though 
we don’t like all the changes, we are try-
ing to do the best we can to get accus-
tomed to them all.”

The dance team, a new addition to the 
school, faces the same situation, but the 
members remain optimistic and are flex-
ible with the changes.

“I’m pretty positive about the whole 
change, and we loved [Nichols], but our 
new coaches [Sua] and [Davis-Gorman] 
are great at what they do,” sophomore 
dance team member Jenna Chen said.

Despite the difficulties, the change 
could be positive for both teams. The 
two teams will most likely be having 
separate coaches, allowing each group 

to have their respective coach’s undi-
vided attention.   

“Although Coach Dinishia was a 
good coach, it was a little difficult for 
both teams to get the most they could 

have done in a practice, since Dinishia 
had to coach both teams,” Chen said,  
“so I do think having two coaches like 
we do now benefits the individual teams 
more.” u

BY AllisonLin
& MeganMacInnes

indian club

Stanford University teaches how to de-stress high school
SEminarS

  In general, whenever you’re able 
to get away from the usual flow of 

school, it’s inherently positive.

assistant principal Brian Safine

BY AtirathKosireddy

Sophomore Cayla Zelanis and other cheer members perform at the back to school rally on Aug. 23. 

TALISMAN // VINCENT HUANG
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What
Show has been pushed back 
to Feb. 15, 2014

Why
Conflicts with master sched-
ule emerged at beginning of 
year. 

Problems
Coincides with Mexico trip 
and speech and debate tour-
nament, foreign students to 
choose

ICAC Show changes
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Every year, homecoming 
brings the student body togeth-
er through friendly competition. 
Though often less than half of 
each class participates with the 
exception of the current seniors, 
student involvement is really 
what makes homecoming week 
special, and this year many stu-
dents who haven’t participated 
years prior are making an effort 
to help out. 

Junior Josh Pi is one of the 
students who tried out home-
coming activities for the first 
time.

“I wasn’t involved before be-
cause I didn’t think that home-
coming was a big deal,” Pi said, 
“Now I only have two years left 
[at the school], so I really want-
ed to try new things and partici-
pate in school events.” 

Pi believes that the experi-
ence was well worth it.

“It was super cool to see the 
whole junior class work togeth-
er to create an amazing quad 
day,” Pi said. 

Having skipped freshman 
and sophomore year quad day 
preparations as well, junior 
Jackie An had some reserva-
tions about getting involved in 
homecoming. 

“I guess I was a little bit in-
timidated by the upperclass-
men,” An said. 

However, this year An per-
formed in the junior quad day 
girl’s dance and finale.

“I really think we did a bet-
ter job and now I’m even more 
excited for new year,“ An said. 

Many seniors took advan-
tage of their last year at SHS 
and made an effort to partici-
pate in homecoming. Senior 
Sasha Samoilov helped with 
decorations this year since the 
schedule conflicts blocking him 
previous years have cleared up.

“I made decorations an ut-
most priority this year because 
I thought we should set an 
example for underclassmen,” 
Samoilov said. “It was a lot of 
fun—everyone had so much 
energy.”

For Samoilov, participating 
in homecoming brought him 
closer to the senior class.

“When handwork and time 
are put together spectacular 
things are bound to happen,” 
Samoilov said. “I see a much 
more unified senior class.”

Senior Edgar Chen also made 
the most out of senior year, act-
ing in the quad day skit. Chen 
played Yoshi, the famous green 
dinosaur, in the Super Mario 
Brothers themed performance.

“I’ve always really wanted 
to be a part of [homecoming], 
but in the past I wasn’t able to 
mainly because of my sched-
ule and my parents,” Chen 
said. “Then [senior] Jason [Li] 

told me that I wouldn’t have to 
worry about schedule commit-
ments, so I agreed.”

Chen said that participat-
ing in senior Quad Day was an 
amazing experience. 

"I was a bit nervous for my 
performance, but in the end 
all the pieces came together to 
make an amazing experience,” 
Chen said. “I’m definitely proud 
of our senior Quad Day.” u

Classes see increased Homecoming participation

Seniors Jason Li and Edgar Chen play Toad and Yoshi during the se-
nior Quad Day skit on Oct. 4. It was Chen’s first time participating.

FALCON // JADE BISHT

BY CandiceZheng

continued from pg.1

and Shakespeare with so many new 
students and seeing how much talent 
and energy they are bringing to the 
process.”

The cast is just as excited as Ther-
mond for this 
year’s fall play.

“I’m super 
excited that 
we are doing 
‘Much Ado Ado 
About Noth-
ing’ as our fall 
play this year,” 
sophomore Em-
ily Ludwig said, 
who plays the role of Antonia, sister of 
the wealthy lord of Messina. “It’s one 
of my favorite plays and I’ve watched 
the movie version so many times.”

“Much Ado About Nothing” re-
volves around two contrasting cou-
ples: Beatrice and Benedick, a couple 
who constantly bicker with each other, 
and Hero and Claudio, who are openly 
in love. 

This year, the play has about 18 
scenes opposed to last year’s “The 
Crucible,” which had only four to five 
major scenes. 

In order to accommodate cast mem-
bers’ schedules, Thermond has been 
calling rehearsals based on characters.

 “The big 
challenge with 
[separate rehears-
als], however, is 
that we will go 
about five weeks of 
rehearsing before 
we put the show 
together in order,” 
Thermond said.  
“We have talked a 

lot about what they need to do to be 
ready for that adjustment, though, and 
I am confident that they will be able to 
combine the separate pieces into a uni-
fied show.”

This year, 18 of the 32 students in 
the play are performing in an SHS pro-
duction for the first time.

One such first-timer is senior Ame-
lia Troyer, who secured the part of 

Hero, the underlying cause of all the 
problems in the comedy, even though 
it is her first year participating in one 
of the school’s drama productions.

“The auditions were like nothing 
I’ve done before,” Troyer said. “I used 
to do plays in middle school, but they 
were not as intense.”

Although the intensity of the audi-
tions was new to many cast members, 
Thermond was impressed by the ac-
tors’ capabilities. 

“[The cast] impressed me so much 
at auditions that I went back to the 
script and found a way to give ev-
eryone lines and featured moments,” 
Thermond said. “This includes drama 
students that I have worked with a lot 
before, students who are brand new 
to the school and students who aren’t 
new to the school, but are to drama.”

Senior Annelise Nussbacher, a regu-
lar in the drama department who has 
participated in over 11 productions, 
plays the role of Beatrice, the sassy 
love interest of Benedick. 

Nussbacher also loves Shakespeare, 
but has never performed his work be-

fore and is excited that they are putting 
on a play written by him for her last 
fall play.

“I think [Shakespeare] is incredibly 
insightful and poetic and I am really 
looking forward to throwing some ef-
fort and doing my best to master the 
language and do a just and admirable 
representation of his work,” Nuss-
bacher said.

“Much Ado About Nothing” opens 
tomorrow at the McAfee at 7:30 p.m., 
followed by a Sunday matinee show at 
2 p.m. There will be two more evening 
performances on Oct. 25 and Oct. 26 at 
7:30 p.m. u

fall plaY  ‘Much Ado About Nothing’ 

sophomore Emily Ludwig

It’s one of my 
favorite plays and 
I’ve watched the 
movie version of it 
so many times.”

continued from pg.1

HC  Week-long celebration

the dances had a ton of energy and 
the backstage support was unbeliev-
ably amazing,” sophomore class vice 
president Anant Rajeev said. “What 
really got us going on stage was hear-
ing all the support. In the end, we as 
a class really came together to make 
some magic.”

Sophomore Sabrina Clark saw that 
the dedication the sophomores put into 
their Quad Day yielded a positive out-
come.

“Our Quad Day was better than 
we expected, nobody had seen every-
thing together until that morning and it 
showed how much work we all put into 
it,” Clark said. “We have very detailed 
pieces but lacked excessive decorations 
to fill the hallway, which is just some-
thing to think about for next year.”

Although the juniors received Poke-
mon as their theme, which was one of 
the more wanted themes, their prepara-
tions came with obstacles. 

Junior class treasurer Josh Pi said the 
main issues were finding time to meet 
for rehearsals and managing the large 
number of participants. 

“I think just having everyone work-
ing together to make the dances and 

decorations look good was the coolest 
part,” he said. “I got to talk to a lot of 
people in my grade I wouldn’t usually 
talk to and it was really awesome to see 
everyone helping each other out.”

The seniors rounded out the Quad 
Days on Oct. 4 with a Mario-inspired 
theme. They were impressive in the en-
ergy of their dances, the quality of their 
skit and their sheer number of partici-
pants.

“I thought we did really well with 
both decorations and Quad Day,” said 
senior Bronwen Bowen, who played 
the main part of Princess Peach, the 
love interest of Mario and Toad. “I was 
really nervous for both, but in the end I 
thought we pulled it off really well. I’m 
so proud of our class, we’ve come so 
far together.” 

After the week’s performances, 
students gathered in the gym for the 
Homecoming dance on Oct. 5. The 
dance, attended by more than 200 stu-
dents, featured classic arcade games in 
the gym such as Street Fighter and Pac-
Man. 

“We actually had a pretty good 
turnout for the dance,” dance commis-
sioner senior Katie Truong said. “The 
games were really cool and an interest-
ing part of the night.” u

TESTS  New era begins
In accordance with these changes, 

grades three through eight and 11 will 
be given either a math or language test 
this spring, but not both. Grades five, 
eight and 10 will be given a science 
portion that will 
be dropped after 
this year. This 
applies for this 
year only but is 
subject to change 
as the system is 
better adjusted 
to the Common 
Core Standards.

Because the tests have not been fully 
developed, students’ scores won’t be 
accessible to parents for at least the first 
year, and schools’ performance on the 
tests won’t be accessible to the public 
for at least the first year; this informa-
tion will only be visible to school ad-
ministrators. 

When the bill was under debate back 
in August, U.S. Secretary of Education 
Arne Duncan argued that cutting the 
standardized tests would limit the abil-
ity to determine school performances 
through year-to-year test score com-

parisons.
Named “Smarter Balance,” the new 

standardized test is designed to “help 
prepare all students to graduate high 
school, college and [be] career ready,” 
according to its website. The new test 
will not be as extensive as previous 

STAR tests, but 
the State Board 
of Education is 
not completely 
clear on what 
exactly students 
will face. 

Nevertheless, 
STAR is not the 
only determinant 

in school rankings being eliminated. 
Academic Performance Index (API) 
scores for schools may also cease to ex-
ist, but no decision on this matter has 
been finalized.  

According to Robinson, the possibil-
ity of no API score and a smaller scaled 
version of STAR testing is a big step. 

“Every school district wants to be 
able to exhale a bit and take a deep 
breath,” Robinson said. “We want to be 
able to get ready for whatever new is 
coming this school year since these are 
pretty drastic changes.” u

continued from pg.1

yougoIf
Dates and Showtimes

Saturday Oct. 19 at 7:30 p.m.
Sunday Oct. 20 at 2:00 p.m.
Friday Oct. 25 at 7:30 p.m.
Saturday Oct. 26 at 7:30 p.m.

fall production

The new standardized test 
is designed to “help pre-

pare all students to gradu-
ate high school, college 
and [be] career ready.”
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Yim looks to increase 
math club membership

When the Math Club started about 
six years ago, it consisted of four stu-
dents. There were no practices, no of-
ficers and few competitions. According 
to math teacher and club adviser P.J. 
Yim, the club back then was mostly 
“like hanging out” for these students.

Nowadays, Yim hopes that the club 
will be less exclusive and that more 
students will join it, regardless of their 
mathematical talents. He said he is not 
sure how many 
members will be 
in the club this 
year, since people 
tend to “come and 
go.”

“[I hope to see] 
learning and the 
kids helping each 
other and finding 
themselves, find-
ing their niches within the club,” Yim 
said. “When we first started, only the 
serious, serious kids were a part of it. 
[Now] we’re trying to make it more 
open to a lot of people.”

Yim added that this year, he would 
like students in the club to focus less on 
competing with each other and more 
on setting personal goals.

“I hope the emphasis is not so much, 
‘How am I doing against everyone 
else?’ but ‘How am I doing compared 
to last year?’ and ‘Am I learning any-
thing?’” Yim said. “Kids who want to 
learn, that’s what I want to see.”

According to Yim, the club’s upcom-
ing events are the Santa Clara Valley 
Math Association (SCVMA) Senior 
Olympiad and the Santa Clara Univer-
sity high school math contest. The club 
will also occasionally have lunchtime 
contests to test members’ skills.

Yim said that the club’s serious 
events, like the American Mathematics 
Competition (AMC), will begin in Feb-
ruary. In the meantime, members are 
striving to prepare early on in the year 
for competitions like this one.

“We are trying to come up with les-
sons [and] practice 
packets so that 
the middle-of-the-
road kids, as well 
as the superstars, 
will do better than 
last year,” Yim 
said.

According to 
Yim, the officers 
this year are much 

more organized and prepared than 
those from previous years. Senior Mat-
thew Lee is the middle school liaison, 
senior Priyanka Krishnamurthi is this 
year’s contest master, junior Kevin 
Chiang is the treasurer and sophomore 
Nathan Ney is the secretary. All of the 
officers and several other members 
also act as coaches for the Redwood 
Math Club and are split up according 
to ability. 

As for Yim’s major goal, he said: “I 
just want everybody to do a little bit bet-
ter than last year. That’s my goal: for ev-
erybody to reach [his or her] goal.” u

When video games first skyrock-
eted in popularity in the late 1970s, or 
the “golden age of gaming,” games 
like Space Invaders and Galaxian were 
played alone, and the enjoyment was 
supposed to be solely from playing the 
game. 

Now, the most popular games involve 
competition, either with friends nearby 
or on the Internet. 

Because competitive gaming has be-
come so popular, a lot of older games are 
being brought back to life as competitive 
retro games.

A group on campus that calls itself 
the “FIFA group,” after the popular FIFA 
game series, is currently nine members 
strong. It has been playing the most re-
cent games since 2011.

When [FIFA 2011] came out, the group 
bought it and just started making it a 
habit to play together, sophomore Anant 
Rajeev said. They play about every two 
weeks and play online a lot. 

Other games that have either become 
popular competitively or have had com-
petitive remakes are Galaxian, Pac Man 
and Contra. Gamers like sophomore 
Bobby Whitmyre have made 30-plus-
year-old games a core part of their gam-
ing habits. 

Whitmyre said he plays games un-
til they are done, but then continues to 
play them, turning the meta-game into 
a competition. He tries to get onto the 
leaderboards and get better scores than 
his friends.

Pokémon, a powerhouse series in the 

handheld gaming world, has an online 
community called Smogon. The design-
ers of Smogon have managed to turn the 
formerly friendly game into a competi-
tive game. 

The game is usually based on catch-
ing and training Pokémon to fight other 
in-game trainers, but Smogon allows 
users to bypass the catching and train-
ing and turn the game into a fast-paced 
battle simulator.

Sophomore Michael Fukuda said he 
doesn’t play in real-life tournaments, but 
he does like to battle on Smogon. The 
appeal for him comes from how intense 
the battles can become, since it pairs the 
player with someone from across the 
world.

Even card games like Magic: The 
Gathering have taken a turn to the com-
petitive side, moving away from play-
ing in small groups with close friends 
to huge international conventions and 
tournaments.

 Freshman Devin Fleharty and his 
friends, who play the game every day 
on campus during lunch, go to Legends 
Comics and Games in Valco for their 
tournaments. 

“The game is a serious investment 
when you have to play competitively. If 
you want the rarer cards, they can cost 
quite a bit,” said Fleharty.

A lot of people are making the switch 
to playing older games again, leaving 
newer games in the dust. 

“The games being released now 
are just bad, unoriginal remakes of the 
games I now know they came from,” 
sophomore Chris Rodoni said. u

Old school games make 
a competitive comeback

BY RachelHull
& MayaRavichandran

BY RotemShaked

Falcon Focus: jack mccarthy
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BY MelissaMagner
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Drama student directs plays for charity

McCarthy plays Reverend Hale in the school’s production of the “The Crucible” last year.  

It had taken weeks of dedication, 
memorizing lines, running chaotic dress 
rehearsals and suffering through glitchy 
tech runs. Yet, even with all of the prep-
aration and hard work, nerves were 
bound to prevail, for it was the first time 
junior Jack McCarthy had ever directed 
a performance. 

When the curtain finally rose, and his 
actors took their places on stage at the 
Saratoga Health Center last February to 
perform a series of short skits, McCa-
rthy realized what that moment meant 
to him. Finally, a small dream he had 
thought up in the spur of the moment 
had become a reality. 

McCarthy has been in multiple pro-
ductions and professional shows. He 
had even been in a film from CreaTv at 
the age of 12, yet he had never directed 
a play before. 

 On this night, he was not only direct-
ing his first show, but also debuting his 
theatre company, GIFT, which stands for 
“Giving Individuals Fabulous Theatre.”

“[GIFT’s] purpose is to gather high 
school and middle school students who 
have a passion for acting, and allow them 
to use their talent in a way that benefits 
others,” McCarthy said.  

With anywhere from two to 10 stu-
dents in each of the productions, GIFT 
performs primarily for places like retire-
ment homes and children’s hospitals.

These places often would not other-
wise be able to experience the simple 
joys of theatre. 

Students that perform in the pro-
ductions include freshmen J.T. Hulme, 
Kavya Sadras, Raymond McCarthy and 
junior Blake Propach.  They also perform 
for public audiences in places like Wild-

wood Park, where proceeds from ticket 
sales are donated to children’s hospitals 
and health centers.  

McCarthy donates this money to hos-
pitals largely due to past experiences.

“[My family and I] spent a lot of time 
in the hospital with my grandparents 
who were stuck there for months on 
end,” McCarthy said. “It was really up-
setting to know that they were just sitting 
there waiting for the days to go by.”

Because of this, McCarthy felt in-
spired to do something that would have 
an effect on the people who were in the 
same situation as his grandparents.

“I really enjoy going into each facil-
ity and watching how engaged the resi-
dents get,” McCarthy said. “Seeing them 
light up when they are in a place of such 
hardship is inspirational.”

One of McCarthy’s most memorable 
experiences was a visit to the Saratoga 
Sub-Acute Children’s hospital to per-
form their show “Many Moons.” 

“At first, most of the cast was shocked 
at what a sad situation the children were 
in,” McCarthy said. “But by the end of 
the show, we could all tell we had made 
a difference to them.”

McCarthy said that after the show, 
one girl and boy came up to him in their 
wheelchairs and asked to get pictures 
with the cast.  

“When I took the picture, two boxes 
appeared: the green ones that go over 
people’s faces,” McCarthy said. “When 
I saw the green boxes on the two kids’ 
faces, I knew that that was what GIFT is 
all about.”

Despite the good that comes out of 
directing and performing GIFT shows, 
McCarthy has had his share of struggles 
with the program as well. 

“The hardest thing about being di-
recting multiple shows is coordinating 

the actors and their time commitments,” 
McCarthy said. “It’s always a challenge 
to contend with people’s schedules be-
cause we are all in school and quite 
busy.” 

Even so, he has successfully directed 
six productions since February, which 
have ranged from multiple small skits to 
full length productions and musicals.

Because of not only McCarthy’s drive 
and passion for his production, but also 
his humor and connection with the cast, 
the actors and actresses enjoyed attend-
ing GIFT practices and working to make 
their show perfect.

“[McCarthy] works insanely hard, 

and is extremely funny,” Sadras said. 
“He worked us to death with our show, 
but it ensured that we did a awesome 
job.”  

Each show is chosen so that both old-
er audiences and younger audiences can 
connect to it. 

McCarthy is working on his seventh 
show, “Dear Departed,”  which will be 
performed soon.

“I plan to continue GIFT until I grad-
uate or maybe even after,” McCarthy 
said. “But, no matter how long GIFT 
ends up going on for, the difference that 
was made in people’s lives will stay for-
ever.” u

TALISMAN // JAYA NARASIMHAN

“I just want everybody to do 
a little bit better than last year. 
That’s my goal: for everybody 

to reach [his or her] goal.”

math teacher PJ Yim
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The science department has expand-
ed significantly this year, with growth in 
the number of students taking AP Chem-
istry, AP Environmental Science and AP 
Biology, all requiring the addition of one 
new class and a total of two new teach-
ers in the department.

Chemistry teacher Janny Cahatol at-
tributes the expansion to the “growing 
number of juniors and seniors who are 
doubling up on AP science courses.”  

As a part of this growth in science, 
new physics and chemistry honors 
teacher Matt Welander shares rooms 
with science teachers Janny Cahatol and 
Lisa Cochrum and department chair 
Jenny Garcia. 

Additionally, health teacher Amy 
Obenour has moved to room 201 by the 
art wing from her old science building 
room 1021, which is now being used by 
new biology teacher Kristofer Orre. This 
growth has been challenging for the de-

partment.
“[Sharing classrooms] creates an is-

sue not only for the new teachers but for 
old teachers as well,” Garcia said. “It’s 
difficult to set up labs and demos when 
your classroom is occupied by someone 
else’s class.”

For Welander, having to transport all 
of his materials to three different rooms 
within a five-minute passing period has 
been difficult.

“This means it’s pretty difficult to 
meet with a student or answer questions 
right at the end of class,” Welander said. 
“I literally have to be running out the 
door as soon as the bell rings so I can get 
set up for the next period.”

Also, since teachers usually set up 
their classes differently, Welander said 
that he “usually [tells] students, there’s 
a pencil sharpener in here if you can find 
one,”Welander said.

Although it has been difficult for the 
teachers to adjust to sharing classrooms, 
Cahatol said that the increase in science 
classes is truly useful for students who 

plan to pursue science in the future. 
    “Now, students who are really inter-
ested in science can take all of the AP 
science courses before they graduate,” 
Cahatol said.

Some believe that being able to dou-
ble sciences is useful for students who 
want to specialize in science.

“Doubling science lets students, who 
are interested in a certain field that re-
quires more than one science, take all of 
the courses,” said junior Rahil Khasgi-
wale, who is taking AP Chemistry and 
AP Biology.

However, as Cahatol points out, 
doubling up on science can actually be 
a negative experience if approached in-
correctly.

“Some students may feel like they 
should double up on AP sciences. How-
ever, the school wants you to have a 
healthy and well-rounded high school 
experience,” Cahatol said.

The math department has also ex-
panded with a new course and three 
new teachers. Intro to Engineering, a 

popular course for underclassmen, is of-
fered this year to freshmen and sopho-
mores, is being taught by math teacher 
Audrey Warmuth.

To compensate for the new course 
and increase in math course enrollment, 
math teachers Rafael Alapont, Lauchlin 
Loeffler and Meghan Pickett were all 
added to the teaching staff this year.

Due to the lack of space, Warmuth 
and Alapont now share room 103.

“I understand the reasons why some 
teachers need to share a room, [includ-
ing] space limitations,” Warmuth said.

She added that there are not any ma-
jor challenges since each teacher is re-
sponsible with cleaning up supplies at 
the end of the day.

Although Welander has to cart his 
supplies around and figure out each 
room, he has found a silver lining in the 
situation.

“Mrs. Cahatol, Ms. Cochrum, and 
Mrs. Garcia are all amazing at what they 
do, and I’m very lucky to share rooms 
with them,” Welander said. u

Seniors pick musically 
based college options

academics

For most seniors the common appli-
cation and school-specific supplements 
are their most hated enemies. However, 
in the music quad, some students have 
a whole different set of complaints. Ap-
plying to a music conservatory requires 
a completely different application pro-
cess than applying to a regular college. 

“Applying to a music conservatory is 
different in that they require something 
called Pre-Screening,”said senior Vivian 
Wang, a talented piano 
player who has been 
playing since kinder-
garten. “It is a system 
in which the schools 
require you to upload 
video or audio files of 
your performances.”  

The standard ap-
plication includes four 
different videos, usu-
ally one piece from 
each of four different 
musical time periods, 
a musical resume and 
a repertoire.

 Another contributing factor to the 
application’s difficulty is the deadline. 
While the regular common application 
is due on Jan. 1 for most colleges, the 
pre-screening application is due on Dec. 
1 using online application systems such 
as Unified Apps and Decision Desk.

 Along with academic materials such 
as transcripts, a resume, letters of rec-
ommendation and essays, music stu-
dents are also required to have an au-
dition playing their their main musical 
instrument. 

“Since conservatories emphasize 
evaluating your musical career, they 
don’t decide your acceptance solely 
based on your academic performance,” 
Wang said. 

For some students, devoting their 
entire college to music can be a little too 
much to handle. An alternate path in-
corporating both music and academics 
in college is to apply to a music school 
within a university. 

Senior Lauren Casey-Clyde, a drum 
major for the marching band who plays 
the euphonium since fifth grade, said 
the main reason she’s applying to uni-
versities over conservatories is to have 

the option to study a minor in some-
thing not music related. 

As music majors, students are part of 
the collegiate music program within the 
regular university. Music majors take 
the same general education classes as 
non-music students, allowing them to 
be well rounded in both music and aca-
demics. Students practice their instru-
ments in their free time.

“You’re expected to practice as much 
as a couple classes would take and that 
can be the majority of ‘study time,”’ 

Casey-Clyde said. 
The main differ-

ence in the applica-
tion process between 
a music conservatory 
and music school is 
the audition. At a 
conservatory, the mu-
sical audition is rigor-
ous and competitive, 
restricting the choice 
of audition pieces to 
only a few composers 
and time periods. On 
the other hand, stu-
dents at a university 

choose pieces that prove their own mu-
sical worth to set them apart from other 
musicians.

“These pieces were picked because 
they allow me to show my interpreta-
tion skills of different musical genres,” 
Wang said. “All the pieces really just of-
fer plenty of different aspects of my mu-
sicianship that will hopefully represent 
me well at the live auditions.”

Regardless of whether a student is 
applying to a conservatory or a univer-
sity, pursuing music as a career requires 
uncompromising dedication.

“It’s all about practicing and perse-
verance,” said Wang, who is applying 
to only two conservatories out of her 
whole college list.  “I admit being a mu-
sician can be a little anti-social in that 
so much time is sacrificed in sitting at 
the instrument and perfecting whatever 
piece you are playing.” 

Although playing an instrument 
may be tedious and time-consuming, 
the result after years of practice can be 
rewarding. 

 “In the end, if music really speaks to 
you, it doesn’t hurt to go for it,” Wang 
said. u

BY GwynevereHunger
Annelise Nussbacher became inter-

ested in the school’s drama program 
than four years ago, when she was just 
an anxious, wide-eyed freshman trying 
to find her place among her fellow Fal-
cons.

Today, theater is her passion and her 
“first love.”

“[Theater] is euphoria, and it’s won-
derful,” Nussbacher said. “It’s what 
gets me through the day.”

Although her forte is acting, Nuss-
bacher also possesses a remarkable 
talent for costume designing. In her 
sophomore year, she placed first in a 
statewide costume design competition 
against more than 50 other high school 
students. 

“It was one of the most exhilarating 
moments to have my name called in 
that auditorium in front of every theater 
department in the state,” Nussbacher 
said. 

Nussbacher has decided 
to pursue her interest in the 
arts beyond high school and 
is looking to apply to colleges 
such as UCLA, UC Irvine, Cal 
Arts, Boston University, Emer-
son, NYU, The Royal Academy 
of the Dramatic Art in London 
and The London Academy for 
Music and Dramatic Art.

“I don’t differentiate between 
[theater schools] inside of the U.S. and 
outside of the U.S.,” Nussbacher said. 
“You really have to look from school to 
school because their programs can vary 
so much.” 

Contrary to the conventional appli-
cation process, where applicants must 
fill out forms and write essays, applying 
to a theater school requires a standard 
application as well as an audition, pos-
sibly even more than one.

For the audition, schools often ask 
applicants to contrast comedic and dra-
matic monologues or to contrast mod-
ern and classical monologues. 

The audition process varies from 
school to school, and as a result, appli-
cants are faced with the overwhelming 
task of memorizing various musical 
pieces and monologues.

Unlike most students at the school, 
Nussbacher will be worrying about her 
application process beyond this January, 
since auditions and callbacks take place 
during the late winter and spring. 

“[I’ll be] stuck having an existential 
crisis and panic attacks going, ‘Oh my 
God, my admittance depends on this 
10-minute process on this day in three 
weeks,’” Nussbacher said.

Luckily for Nussbacher, drama 
teacher Sarah Thermond experienced 
through this same process just a few 
short years ago when she had applied 
to USC. 

Thermond is advising Nussbacher 
and believes that Nussbacher has the 
potential to succeed in the theater in-
dustry. 

“Annelise is very collaborative and 
friendly, and takes praise and criticism 
with grace,” Thermond said. “All of 
those things will help her be very suc-
cessful if she pursues this career.”

Alongside Thermond, both of Nuss-
bacher’s parents have guided and sup-
ported her in her decision to pursue the 
arts. 

“I’m very grateful and fortunate that 
my parents truly want me to find some-
thing that I am passionate about and to 

follow through,” Nussbacher 
said. 

But like most parents whose 
children aim to pursue the arts, 
Nussbacher’s parents have ex-
pressed some concerns about 
the financial aspect of her deci-
sion.  

“They have some reserva-
tions [because] I would then 
have virtually no safety net,” 

Nussbacher said. 
Like her parents, Nussbacher finds 

herself worrying “on a daily basis or 
sometimes on a minutely basis” of her 
chances in the industry.

“Mostly I ask, myself ‘Am I good 
enough, am I dedicated enough, is this 
what will make my soul happy?’” Nuss-
bacher said. ”[However], these mo-
ments of self-doubt are then balanced 
out by incredible moments of complete 
and utter joy and an inexplicable rush.” 

Nussbacher still has not decided 
what she will specialize in as an actress, 
but she believes she will figure out her 
path based on her college experience. 
While Nussbacher recognizes the un-
stable nature of show business, she is 
not disheartened. 

“If I am doing something in theater 
or something in art, my sleeping situa-
tion doesn’t matter, and my credit card 
bills don’t matter,” Nussbacher said. 
“[The arts] will give my life joy and vi-
tality, and that’s all I can ask for.” u

BY GitikaNalwa
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  “I admit being a 
musician can be a 
little anti-social in 

that so much time is 
sacrificed in sitting at 
the instrument and 
perfecting whatever 

piece you are playing.”
senior Vivian Wang

Nussbacher

Senior pursues drama 
music spotlight Falcon Focus: annelise nussbacher
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‘Double sciencing’ causes space problems
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Drivers weigh consequences of ‘one-year’ license rule

During an average school-day lunch, 
many students pile into one car and hur-
ry off to fill their stomachs. 

Though the law imposes a one-year 
wait before new drivers can carry mi-
nors, few students climbing into cars 
know if the driver has had his license for 
that long. 

To these kids, waiting that year does 
not matter. 

“Cops can’t pull you over just because 
they think you don’t have your year,” ju-
nior Andrew Ferguson said.

For Ferguson and others, this techni-
cality becomes a sort of safety blanket 
for bending the provisional rules. As 
long as they can drive safely, having oth-
ers in the car will not matter.

There are other drivers, however, who 
feel that the consequences are simply 
too great. Senior Zach Hewlin refuses to 
drive other students until he has had his 
license one year.

“I just don’t think it’s worth it if I get 

pulled over,” Hewlin said. “The extra 
fine makes it so much worse.”

The rule states that a person with 
the provisional driver’s license may not 
carry minors — defined as someone un-
der the age of 20 — in 
the car without a par-
ent, guardian or adult 
over the age of 25 with 
a valid driver’s license 
present in the car.

The penalties of the 
violation can include 
community service 
hours and fines of up to $50. There is 
also the Saratoga-specific reality of the 
sheriff’s deputies who camp out near 
the school parking lot to catch petty vio-
lators that, according to some students, 
just ticket students in order to meet a 
monthly ticket quota.

“It’s really annoying to have cops 
right outside the school just fishing for 
tickets,” junior Billy Vithanage said. “I 
got pulled over pulling out of the school 
because my backlight was cracked — 
not broken, just cracked.” 

Despite the risk, there will always be 
those who disregard the rules of the pro-
visional driver’s license. And despite the 
temptation of the glorious idea of eating 
lunch off campus, there will be those 

who stick to the rules.
“It’s risky,” junior 

Kevin Lee said. “[Driv-
ing others] is fun but 
also dangerous. One 
time, I was cited three 
times for carrying oth-
ers, speeding and for-
getting my license.”

While many students blatantly dis-
regard the rule, some parents disagree 
about how important following this law 
is.

Many parents believe that the rule is 
merely a ruse to ward off inexperienced 
drivers from carrying other minors; thus 
if their child can be considered “expe-
rienced,” he should not have to worry 
about the rule.

Senior Philip Cai said both of his par-
ents do not mind his driving other mi-
nors.

“After having to sit with and watch 
me learn to drive for half a year before 
I could, by law, test for my license, they 
have come to understand that I am an 
able, responsible driver,” Cai said. “It is 
the same for many parents of other stu-
dents in my class.”

This parent sentiment is reflected in 
the actions of many students who drive 
others without their year. A poll of ran-
dom students leaving campus during 
lunch showed that only 1 of 4 could do 
so legally and that the majority of the ju-
niors had broken this rule.

But there is the other side of the ar-
gument. Some parents believe that stu-
dents should not drive without their 
year even if their student is trustworthy. 
These parents agree that the rule is there 
for a reason and that it is meant to be a 
safety precaution for new drivers on the 
road.

Regardless of what parents believe, 
students will always do what they be-
lieve is right because “in the end, it is re-
ally up to the students to decide whether 
the law is OK or not,” Lee said. u

“It’s risky. Driving 
others is fun, but also 

dangerous.”

junior Kevin Lee

With the mock trial season under-
way, the team is facing several new 
changes, including the addition of 
a new attorney 
coach, Ed Queve-
do, and changes 
in student lead-
ership due to the 
loss of several se-
niors.

Dr. Hugh Rob-
erts, the former 
attorney coach 
and previous SHS 
teacher, retired from coaching this 
year. 

Roberts lived close by, so com-
munication between the team was 
easier.

According to history teacher and 
mock trial adviser Jim Chin, flexibili-
ty is required this year, due to Queve-
do’s commute from Oakland, where 
he teaches law.

In addition to the new attorney 
coach, mock trial is looking for new 
student leaders to take charge of the 
team.

“[So far], I feel like the adults have 
done a little more 
than we would 
have liked,” Chin 
said. “We nor-
mally want the 
student leaders 
to do as much as 
possible, but it 
was just because 
of scheduling is-
sues.”

Junior Anshika Maheshwari, an 
attorney and student leader on the 
team, said the team will progress 
similarly to previous years even with 
the difficulties of adjusting to a new 
coaching style. 

“The way [Quevedo] teaches is 
going to be different, but our style is 
going to be the same,” Maheshwari 
said. u

Students balance school with part-time jobs
It’s a Saturday afternoon, and junior 

Charlie Dutro pulls the glass door open 
and heads into Wildwood Market. 

But he’s not here to hang out or grab 
a snack. Instead, he takes his position at 
the cash register where 
he helps his father man-
age the market.

Dutro is one of the few 
students who is manag-
ing to incorporate a job 
into their school sched-
ules.

 Even though working 
three hours on Saturday 
and Sunday afternoon 
means extra responsibility, Dutro finds 
that having a job is beneficial for him.

“It’s good [because you earn] money,” 
he said. “And [it’s also] if you want to be 
independent and have good life skills.”

Dutro carefully splits his earnings 
into purchasing clothing and necessities, 
while saving the rest. In doing so, he can 
easily manage how and when to use his 
money.

Junior Jonathan Vita is another stu-
dent employee at Wildwood Market. He 

works a one-hour shift at 
the market on Tuesdays 
and also works a two-
hour shift at Pet Food Ex-
press on Saturdays.

Vita finds dedication 
to his jobs to be essential 
in the workplace. 

“You have to commit 
100 percent to your job to 
get raises,” Vita said.

Vita believes that while having a job 
is fun and working with others is enjoy-
able, it is still challenging. The hardest 
part, he said, is finding the time to study 
for tests and quizzes while still putting 

time and effort into the job.
However, he said that the “veteran 

experience” will be useful for him in the 
future.

Senior AJ Newmark works at Dodger 
Dave’s, a pet store where he initially got 
a job to make use of the extra time he had 
after school and to make some moneyHe 
saved up his paychecks to pay for a Ford 
Ranger and enjoys the time he spends at 
Dodger Dave’s.

To insure that he can juggle school 
along with his job, Newmark uses the 
block schedule to his advantage. 

He has developed a schedule that al-
lows him to work after school for three 
days a week from 3 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

He accomplishes this by working 
on days when he does not have much 
homework. 

Even with careful planning, New-
mark still sees how much time his job 
can take up.

“It’s a big commitment because [your 
boss] tells you [that] you have to be here, 
and if something comes up, you have to 
miss it,” Newmark explained.

Newmark does enjoy his work at the 
pet store, though. 

“It’s fun because you get to play with 
animals and you learn a lot because you 
learn to react to certain things [that the 
animals might do],” Newmark said.

With fun aside, Newmark likes the 
professional and personal benefits the a 
job brings.

Newmark says that the experience he 
gains is beneficial toward his own and 
others’ goals. Newton emphasizes the 
positive respects of taking on such re-
sponsiblity.

“[It’s helpful] if [people] need extra 
money,” he explained. “[Also, if a stu-
dent is] going to apply to college, it’s re-
ally beneficial, because [colleges] like it 
if you can balance work and school.” u

BY AtirathKosireddy

Vita Newmark

42 try out out for spots on 
national-level school team

New coach, same style 

With many very impressive victories 
under its belt from last year, the History 
Bowl team seeks to meet and exceed the 
high expectations set by last year’s team.
Though an impressive 42 students tried 
out, only 15 people made the cut for the 
team.

“I was very impressed with the turn-
out last year,” senior captain Nick Chow 
said. “I was blown away by the number 
of people this year.”

Though seven out of nine members of 
last year’s varsity team have graduated, 
they have been mostly replaced by a ris-
ing crop of juniors, all of whom were on 
the team last year, comprising of juniors 
Bruce Lou, Linus Lu, Ethan Ngai, Boyu 
Pang and Nitya Sampath. Seniors Chow, 
Robert Eng and Marcin Kranz rounded 
out the varsity team.

“[The number of returning players] 
gives the team remarkable experience,” 
Chow said. “All returning members 
have been to Nationals and did excep-
tionally well there.”

The JV team, which is only open to 
underclassmen, is composed of sopho-
mores Daniel Eem and Nathan Ney 
and freshmen Bryant Chang and Mason 
Tian. For the first time ever, the team has 
freshman members.

“Our freshmen performed very well 
and even impressed the [varsity] play-
ers,” Chow said. “Last year’s JV team 
placed top eight in the nation, and I hope 
last year’s JV team can pass down their 
advice and tips to this year’s JV team.”

The freshmen, who competed against 
sophomores in the buzzer round, want 
to achieve the high accomplishments ex-
pected of them.

“I feel these expectations are high, 
but I want to keep it up,” Tian said. “I’m 
going to do a lot of studying outside of 
practices to get out team to Nationals.”

Upperclassmen also want to go far 
this year.

“I’m going to read more and study 
more than last year,” Ngai said. “Though 
our junior year workload will be heavy, 
as long we’re willing to make the time to 
study, we’re going to do well.”  u

BY BruceLou
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Team undergOes leadership changes

  “The way [Quevedo] 
teaches is going to be 

different, but our style is 
going to be the same.” 

junior Anshika Maheshwari

opinion
saratogafalcon.org/opinion

saratogafalcon
THE

October 18, 2013
9

After the flurry of adding and drop-
ping classes during the first few weeks 
of school, many upperclassmen have 
discovered sophomores and even fresh-
men as classmates in AP Statistics, AP 
Computer Science, AP Music Theory 
and AP Calculus BC. 
Although upperclass-
men receive prior-
ity in being placed in 
these advanced class-
es, a limited number 
of underclassmen 
gain spots alongside 
juniors and seniors.

Although some 
students and teach-
ers remain skeptical, 
some underclassmen 
are prepared to take 
these classes, and if 
they want to chal-
lenge themselves, 
they should be en-
couraged to do so. 

There has been an increase of under-
classmen in AP classes: 77 freshmen and 
sophomores are enrolled this year as op-
posed to 46 last year, according to the 
Guidance Department. 

However, much of the administra-

tion and staff discourage underclassmen 
from enrolling in AP classes early in high 
school. 

The belief that underclassmen are 
not mature enough to handle the pres-
sure and work involved in an AP class 
is untrue. Underclassmen who decide 
to take APs are aware of the workload 
when they commit themselves to an AP 

class and should be trusted 
to manage their own sched-
ules.

Students often find taking 
an AP class freshman year 
to be a wise choice. With a 
lighter workload in other 
classes, underclassmen are 
free to devote more time to 
an AP course.

Current junior Agastya 
Gupta, for instance, took AP 
Comp Science as a freshman 
and found that he could fo-
cus more on it because his 
other classes weren’t as in-
tense as they are for juniors 
and seniors.

Another way to challenge 
students is to allow them to skip prereq-
uisites for upper-level classes, like many 
local schools allow. 

For example, Lynbrook allows stu-
dents to skip classes such as Algebra 2 
Honors, Trig/Precalc Honors and Phys-

ics Honors if the student completes its 
summer school equivalent and they feel 
prepared to take an advanced course. 
Lynbrook students also have the option 
to take either Physics or Chemistry Hon-
ors during their sophomore year (though 
the chemistry credit is still required), giv-
ing students the option to decide which 
class best suits their schedule.

Furthermore, students at Mitty High 
School are able to take AP US History 
as sophomores. This would help ease 
the heavy junior-year homework load, 

allowing students to devote more atten-
tion to standardized testing and their 
other APs. 

By giving underclassmen the option 
to explore concepts at a more rigorous 
level and pace, the school would help 
students find what they are interested in 
at a younger age.

Underclassmen shouldn’t be limited 
to any particular courses because of their 
grade level. Even if they are younger, age 
should not be the factor preventing stu-
dents from taking advanced classes. u  

Earlier Bombay in the Bay date detrimental to planning

APs should be available to all underclassmen
BY AdityaChaudhry
& HelenChen
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What the school should do
Allow more underclassmen 
to have access to take APs

Why it is beneficial
Lightens work load during 
junior and senior years

Schools that do this
Mitty and Lynbrook allow 
underclassmen to take tradi-
tionally upperclassmen AP 
classes

Underclassmen and APs

BY JadeBisht

Teaching through online lectures can lead to slacking off 

Through the rising popularity of 
online colleges, online tutoring and 
Sparknotes, the Internet has become a 
primary educational tool in a modern 
student’s life. As part of this movement, 
some teachers are embracing the idea of 
online help, and they post videos of their 
lectures on their websites.

Although recorded lectures help stu-
dents who are sick, miss one part of the 
notes or need a second look at the lec-
tures, it also encourages laziness and 
breeds student complacency.

With an online lecture such as those 
being used in some science classes, the 
teacher takes one of the lectures of the 
day, records them with the students’ 
questions included and uploads the lec-
ture online as a screen share of a Pow-
erPoint with audio. For tired, sleepy or 
inattentive students, it can be a perfect 
tool to catch up.

Recorded lectures are useful when 
they are used properly, but too often, 
students don’t use them the right way. 

Online lectures, while convenient, are 

BY SudeepRaj
& ArjunRamanathan

not foolproof. For instance, what if the 
Internet at home times out? A student 
will start regretting taking a nap or not 
paying attention during class.  

Another drawback of recorded lec-
tures is that students don’t have the 
chance to ask questions to the teacher or 
their peers to clarify concepts like they 
do when they are in the classroom. 

Either they will have to ask friends 

and peers, or they will go on with the les-
son, confused on the part they missed. 

Logically speaking, listening and 
taking notes in class is the best way to 
understand material. Gazing back at the 
notes that should have been jotted down 
during the class can quickly kick the 
brain into gear and help students under-
stand the tough conceptual information. 

With posted lectures, students have 

the capability to not pay attention in 
class, encouraging laziness. However, if 
teachers were to only have lectures on-
line, they could use the additional class 
time for activities and labs reflecting 
upon the lesson. This alterantive method 
is commonly referred to as flip teaching.

 Flip teaching has potential because 
work is actually assigned and students 
are able to go at their own pace. 

However, re-posted online lectures 
are essentially encouraging students 
to zone out in class and simply rely on 
going home to learn the lesson. An al-
ternative method that could be used is 
uploading different lectures from what 
was taught in class that cover the same 
concept. 

For example, AP Biology teacher 
Cheryl Lenz assigns students Bozem-
anbiology video notes for homework. 
The videos cover the same topics as 
discussed in class but are not identical 
to hers, thus providing students a good 
supplemental resource. 

Technology is a great tool. But it needs 
to be used in a way that doesn’t lead to 
students being lazy. What’s important is 
learning to use it in the right way. u

There are just too many 
hilarious and tension-
filled moments that 

come with the stressful 
preparations months.

candidcaricatures

ALLISON LIN

candidcaricatures

HELEN WONG

Amid the stressful chaos of tests, 
projects and homework overwhelming 
students is the saddening news that the 
Indian Cultural Awareness Club’s an-
nual Bombay in the Bay (BNB) has been 
moved two months earlier.

The show will take place on Feb. 15 
rather than on its usual weekend at the 
beginning of April break due to schedul-
ing conflicts regarding the spring musi-
cal. Thinking about BNB taking place in 
less than five months compared to the 
usual seven is frightening — there are 
too many unnecessary conflicts to fret 
about in so little time.

Bombay in the Bay features humor-
ous skits, dances from each grade, sing-
ing acts and student performances in 

various styles of Indian dancing. The 
show provides too many fun memories 
and great experiences to pass up and the 
club has some of the highest numbers of 
membership in the 
school.

One conflict re-
sulting from this 
changed date is 
that students will 
have to decide be-
tween the Spanish 
annual Mexico trip 
and BNB. Speech 
and debate also has one of its biggest 
tournaments in Berkeley on this same 
weekend. It is unfortunate to make stu-
dents choose between these events.

The new date also provides for poten-
tial disaster during the show. When the 

show was in April, the officers would 
make song selections for each perfor-
mance somewhere between Novem-
ber and January, with practices starting 

early February. This 
was convenient, see-
ing that first-semester 
finals were over, and 
second semester had 
not kicked into full 
gear.

However, pushing 
the date to mid-Feb-
ruary means planning 

and practicing will be moved up signifi-
cantly earlier. Practices will need to start 
in November. Students will prioritize fi-
nals, SAT and college applications over 
BNB practices; reasonable, yes, but ulti-
mately detrimental to the participation.

The inconvenience of this whole situ-
ation is more saddening than anything. 
Performing alongside one’s friends to 
catchy remixes whirls up a world of ex-
citement impossible to recreate. Missing 
out on this experience is a huge loss — 
especially for seniors who have partici-
pated their other three years. 

This year’s show will be held down 
by the numerous conflicts it will face re-
garding scheduling problems, but losing 
the memories will be the biggest con-
sequence for those who won’t be able 
to participate. There are just too many 
hilarious and tension-filled moments 
that come with the stressful preparation 
months that are oddly necessary in the 
BNB experience — moments that those 
of us who have participated don’t want 
to miss out on. u



10 OPINION October 18, 2013 saratogafalcon
THE

Editors-in-Chief
Cristina Curcelli

Karen Sung

News/Associate Editor
Nikhil Goel

Opinion Editor
Nick Chow

Sports Editor
Nikil Ramanathan

Lifestyles Editors
Ingrid Hong
Derek Sun

Entertainment Editor
Candice Zheng

School Scope Editor
Rachel Hull

In-Depth Editor
Maya Ravichandran

Backpage Editor
Jonathan Young

Head Photographer
David Sparkman

Assistant Photographers
Jade Bisht 

Arjun Ramanathan

Head Web Editor
Sudeep Raj

Assistant Web Editors
Melissa Magner
Vibha Seshadri

Head Art Editor
Helen Wong

Assistant Art Editor
Allison Lin

Head Graphics Editor
Jane Park

Assistant Graphics Editors
Rotem Shaked
Helen Chen

Business Manager
Ati Kosireddy
Gitika Nalwa

Head Copy Editors
Matt Foley

Megana Iyer
Lauren Louie

Trung Vandinh

Reporters
Aditya Chaudhry

Gwynevere Hunger
Megan MacInnes

Nupur Maheshwari
Oksana Trifonova

Adviser
Mike Tyler

Printed by Folger Graphics 
in Hayward, Calif.

*Various contributions were also made 
by the fourth-period newspaper staff

Sorry, seniors, there might not be 
two days off school in April. 

A new bill passed in the state 
legislature will remove English and 
math STAR testing completely this 
year, and eliminate testing in the sci-
ences for the 2014-15 school year. The 
changes, congruent to the new na-
tional Common Core policy, will ben-
efit California’s education system by 
reducing the emphasis on testing and 
minimizing both student and teacher 
incentive for cheating.

The STAR test will be replaced by 
a more in-depth system of testing that 
students will take on computers. 

Approximately 20 percent of the 
schools in the state will participate in 
a trial program using the new testing 
policy this year. 

Therefore, the bill would enable the 
state government to see the effects of 
the new policy for one year before the 
policy extends to the entire state and 
will provide a much needed preview 
of the new national Common Core 
policy. 

The STAR system itself is flawed. 
California schools get additional mon-
ey based on STAR results, creating an 
incentive to cheat on the test. Reports 
of teachers giving answers to their 
students in exchange for a higher sal-
ary appear in the news every testing 
season. 

For example, in last year’s STAR 
test, teachers in Berryessa, Pasadena 
and Torrance illegally helped students 
on the test. A total of 27 schools had 
their test results thrown out due to 
cheating. Without the STAR, the in-
centive for teachers and schools to 
cheat disappears. 

The new policy was created partly 
to solve this problem. The tests are 
based in analysis and funds would be 

allocated using no more than a 60 per-
cent emphasis on tests.

The new test will also test the ca-
pability of a student better than STAR 
testing. The Department of Education 
hopes that the new test will address 
what is taught in the classroom rather 
than using outdated standards like the 
STAR. 

In addition to the standardized test-
ing changes, the state is getting rid of 
the API scoring system, which for so 
long has served as the judge of the ef-
fectiveness of a school. A school’s API 
score is based heavily on standardized 
testing, in particular, the easily-falsi-
fied STAR.

Even if the tests could not be falsi-
fied, a school’s capability should not 
be based on tests. The new policy 
incorporates graduation rates, im-

provement of English learners and 
other non-testing indicators. These in-
dicators provide a more well-rounded 
evaluation of a school compared to the 
API system. 

The policy leaves the exact require-
ments up to the department of educa-
tion, but it specifies that testing can 
only account for 60 percent of the  
score.

Opponents to the policy claim that 
it is a large change to California’s edu-
cational system and will take time to 
implement. 

They believe that the transition will 
be rough and it will weaken the sys-
tem. However, the bill makes the 2013-
14 school year a transition year with 
a few schools, giving the policy time 
to take effect and work the problems 
out before the system is implemented 
statewide in 2014-15.

STAR testing and API scores have 
long helped decide the merit of a 
school and the value of the property 
around it. The state’s move to a less 
test-based system will strengthen 
California schools by moving the em-
phasis away from faulty standardized 
testing. u
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Common Core: Compatible testing 
an improvement over Star and API 

Food trucks would benefit campus
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The Saratoga Falcon staff voted 27 to 5 for replacing the STAR and API.

A big part of a student’s initiation 
to high school is having his or her first 
lunch off campus. 

Even though the cafeteria food has 
improved recently, students still prefer 
eating food made in off-campus restau-
rants. 

So why not bring students’ favor-
ite eateries to the 
school? For a long 
time, students have 
proposed that food 
trucks be allowed 
on campus to fur-
ther improve the 
school’s food qual-
ity. 

During this 
year’s Homecom-
ing setup weekend, the school brought 
in food trucks and they were a huge suc-
cess. The students loved it.

The problem with this idea is that 
state policy prohibits food trucks and 
others from selling food at high schools 
because it creates competition for caf-
eterias.

This law started 15 years ago and 
lately it has become so ridiculous that 
it has even included silly restrictions on 
teachers selling food in their classes for 
money they later donate to charities. 

But the idea of having great food sold 
to us by delicious local eateries is entic-
ing. Students should have the ability to 
choose what they want to eat at school, 
and the school should offer a variety of 
choices that students can pick from. 

The idea of competition stems from 
the idea that the cafeteria doesn’t stack 
up well against the would-be food 
trucks. The school could maintain a 

fair environment 
but having the food 
truck prices be sig-
nificantly higher 
than the food made 
by the cafeteria, $2 
to $3 more. 

Students will be 
able to choose be-
tween the higher 
prices for the food 

they like and nutritious and cheaper al-
ternatives served by the cafeteria. If food 
trucks are allowed to come in, students 
will have more choices to choose from 
and the cafeteria will have competition: 
good competition. 

Another benefit of bringing in food 
trucks is that doing so will help the en-
vironment by lowering gas usage.  
Every day, hundreds of juniors and 
seniors hop into cars and drives off to 
their food destination, guzzling gallons 
of fuel each day. Take into account the 

compound effect and what you have is 
a lot of unnecessary fuel consumption. 
By bringing in food trucks, students, 
especially upperclassmen, will be mo-
tivated to stay on campus, which will 
ultimately reduce gas usage. 

Additionally, teachers loathe when 
students come in late to class because 
they went to a location farther than the 
normal off-campus eateries. With the 
new food trucks, students would not 
have to rush to and from campus to get 
food.

California should look to review its 
policy on prohibiting competition on 
campus because the trucks would ben-
efit to everyone. u
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The policy
No one can compete with the cafeteria in 
the state of California. 

When it was enacted
15 years ago. It’s outdated.

How competition can be allowed
Force the food trucks to have higher prices 
than the cafeteria.

The benefits of food trucks on campus
No need to go off campus to get a variety 
of foods. Gas is saved!

Food Trucks

BY DerekSun

The idea of competition 
stems from the idea 

that the cafeteria 
doesn’t stack up well 
against the would-be 

food trucks.
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   Recently, the Clubs Commis-
sioner and ASB have tightened 
their enforcement of the clubs 
policy. This policy ensures that 
all clubs stay active, adding 
value to our campus and ben-
efiting all students. 

The ASB is trying to crunch 
down on the number of clubs 
this year, cutting down on 
clubs that overlap with simi-
lar goals and trying to prevent 
gathering of groups of friends 
that hope to be labeled as a 
club.

Club minutes this year are 
also mandatory after each 
grading period, and ASB 
members will be randomly 
checking up on clubs during 
their meetings to make sure 
they are staying on track.

Every year, new clubs are 
added to the already long list.  
And every year, each club, old 
and new, must strive to make 
its club active by holding 
meetings, gaining members 
and advertising their club to 
others.  

Although most clubs start 
off lively and busy, over the 
course of the hectic school 
year, some gradually fade 
away until they are nothing 
but a name. Others simply 
don’t meet at all, but are still 
considered clubs. This is not 
only unfair to students who 
are presidents of active clubs, 
but also to students who want 
to join clubs in which they lat-
er find out rarely meet.

The purpose of clubs is 
to create a friendly environ-
ment where people with the 
same interests can gather and 
become friends over similar 
interests. But if a club is inac-
tive, the purpose of having it 
is defeated.

Let’s face it: Although many 
clubs are dedicated to certain 
passions or beliefs, some clubs 
are made simply for the bene-
fit of another accomplishment 
to put on college applications, 
and meetings are barely ever 
held.  These types of clubs 
add no value to our school — 
students can’t take anything 
away from clubs that seldom 
hold meetings.

Here’s where the new policy 
steps in. The stricter require-
ments weed out those who are 
serious about running a club 
from those are just making the 
motions in order to boost up 
their leadership points for col-
lege resumes. 

For many people trying to 
opt for the latter, the frequent 
check-ins and new prerequi-
sites are a needed check on 
club activity — or, inactivity. 

The newly revised policy 
forces ambitious students to 
think twice and consider if 
they can actually make the 
commitment. The policy, al-
though stricter, is far more 
fair; it doesn’t matter what the 
clubs are about, or what they 
do. Clubs that are active are 
of great worth to our campus, 
whereas clubs that aren’t can 
simply be deemed as a waste 
of space and time. u

 
 

The foreign languages de-
partment consists of Spanish, 
French and Chinese, but are 
these really the only languages 
that students wish to learn? 

There has been a trend for 
increased course offerings in 
the humanities and sciences in 
the past two years, and foreign 
languages should not be left 
out of this expansion.

It’s understandable that de-
creased popularity for a sub-
ject such as Japanese caused 
its removal from the list of lan-
guages available at the school, 
but consider this: Is AP Euro 
not taught for only one pe-
riod? Are Astronomy and 
Marine Biology really that 
popular that they are not re-
moved from the list of avail-
able classes? 

These classes remain be-
cause there is enough inter-
est in them to fill one to two 
periods and there are teach-
ers on campus with the cre-
dentials to teach them. 

With that being said, it 
seems that the dearth of va-
riety in foreign languages at 
this school stems from the dif-
ficulty in finding multilingual 
teachers who can teach both 
Chinese and Japanese or Chi-
nese and Korean, in order to 
reduce the number of teachers 
and new classroom allocations 
needed. 

This is a daunting task —  al-
beit a necessary one unless the 
school is willing to hire new 
teachers for each language — 

considering languages are so 
tough to master, let alone teach 
to the uninitiated; however, 
just as variety has been added 
to the humanities and sciences 
in recent years, more foreign 
languages would strengthen 
the school’s academics. 

Mission San Jose High and 
Lynbrook High offer Japanese 
and Gunn High offers Japa-
nese and German. 

Their demographics are 
not too different from ours, so 
what is stopping us from doing 
the same?

And why is Hindi not of-
fered? Look around at the 
number of Indians on campus. 

Granted, India has more 
than 20 official languages; 
however, Hindi is a main lan-
guage that almost all Indians 
can relate to through cultural 
experiences in their lives. 

Even if a fourth of Indians 
on campus took Hindi, there 
would be enough people in 
each grade to fill slots for mul-
tiple levels of Hindi classes 
ranging from Hindi 1 to Hindi 
4 or 5.

A significant challenge fac-
ing the potential addition of 
Hindi is the lack of an AP 

Hindi test. Having no AP cur-
riculum could deter many stu-
dents from taking the class, 
which may not have the GPA 
grade boost so many students 
crave. 

However, Hindi classes in 
communities with dense Indi-
an populations is not unheard 
of. 

Schools in Pennsylvania 
and Texas with rising Indian 
populations added Hindi to 
their list of available classes, 
appealing to hundreds of Indi-
ans who had a desire to learn 
their ancestral language, there-
by repudiating the idea that 
offering Hindi as a foreign lan-

guage is not sustainable.
 Foreign languages are 

vital to a global education, 
and to say that only Span-
ish, French and Chinese are 
applicable to a global edu-
cation is naïve. 

Although at times it may 
seem that many students 
are simply doing school in-
stead of learning for learn-

ing’s sake, there are students 
on campus who would want to 
take Russian, German, Italian 
or Hindi for the sake of learn-
ing the language. 

According to the trend of 
increased variety in humani-
ties and science courses in re-
cent years, foreign languages 
is next on the list. 

All that is left for the school 
to do is survey students on 
which languages courses they 
would enroll in here and find 
teachers to teach those sub-
jects. u

Creative relief essential during school 
Carl Jung, the founder of analytical 

psychology, said, “The creation of some-
thing new is not accomplished by  the 
intellect, but rather by the play instinct 
rising from inner necessity.” 

That inner necessity is exactly what 
Google engineer Paul Buchheit tapped 
into one afternoon in 2004 when he cre-
ated Gmail, the most widely used email 
client today. This creation resulted from 
a policy at Google encouraging engi-
neers to spend 20 percent of their time 
working on something company-related 
that interests them personally. 

High school, just like Google, is a do-
main that encourages academic innova-
tion, so why not experiment and let stu-
dents have more time to discover their 
“inner necessity”? After all, people work 
better when they are involved in some-
thing they are passionate about. 

Educators should encourage out-of-
the-box thinking and imaginative ex-
pression in classes. Students should be 
given time during the day to tap into 
their inner passion and try their hand 
at something they have interest in such 
as robotics, philosophy or even scientific 
research in the field. 

More schools should implement class-
es and additional tutorials that encour-
age less structured academic pursuit. 
These new styles of classes  could give 
give students the opportunity to study 
what they want inside the framework of 
school. For example, the class is govern-
ment, but students would have the free-
dom to study any topic in the scope of 
government such as crafting new legis-

lation or creating a petition.  
The true focus of the school should be 

to help students receive a better educa-
tion, not create a competitive environ-
ment where students fight for the best 
possible grades. By emphasizing origi-
nality in the classroom, schools ultimate-
ly pave the way to well-rounded, stron-
ger overall students (and who knows, 
maybe a patent here and there.)

A good portion of students at Sara-
toga who pursue their passions outside 
of the classroom achieve success. For ex-
ample, History Day is a popular compe-
tition, and many participants qualify for 
the state and national competitions. 

Evidently, traditional educational 
theory may be doubtful of how wisely 
students would use unstructured time, 
and Google managers have also met 
a handful of slackers. To alleviate this 
challenge, Google has set a restriction 
that forces engineers to consult with 
their managers before setting aside time 
to work on side projects. 

Likewise, teachers could monitor the 
activities of the students to ensure that 
they are staying on task and using the 
time effectively by scheduling conferenc-
es and expecting results from students. 
If students buy into this mentality and 
use this time efficiently, the results could 
be drastic. Not only would the creative 
freedom build a sense of trust between 
teachers and students much like that in a 
workplace, but also help students devel-
op strong academic skills like discipline 
and research skill.

In order to ensure even more innova-
tion, Google CEO Larry Page also cre-
ated Google X Labs in which designated 
engineers go to work on new projects 

and showcase new inventions, ranging 
from self-driving cars to Google Glass. If 
willing to commit to this idea of letting 
students express themselves beyond the 
classroom and enough funding is avail-
able, building a facility to showcase 
students’ innovations and experiments 
could be a phenomenal addition to the 
campus.

For teens, passion is everything. Stu-
dents learn best when they feel a connec-
tion to the material, so why not let stu-
dents choose exactly what they want to 
delve into more thoroughly?

By implementing the 20 percent rule, 
students would be exposed to the col-
lege lifestyle, where students are given 
academic freedom to explore.

This freedom is beneficial because 
many undergraduates are simply over-
whelmed by the vast change in educa-
tional philosophy when they reach col-
lege. Destructuring the school day would 
be a good stepping stone to bridge the 
chasm between high school and univer-
sities.

Who knows, perhaps with this new 
implementation, the school would be 
far better off because students will truly 
enjoy the academic experience of school, 
rather than dragging themselves through 
the actions. Once school becomes enjoy-
able, students can finally submerge into 
that “inner necessity” and create some-
thing that Saratoga will remember for-
ever. u
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& DerekSun

BY MelissaMagner
& CandiceZheng

Stricter club policy 
promotes productivity
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HELEN WONG

Foreign language department 
needs to add more languages
BY NikhilGoel

Foreign languages 
are vital to a global 

education, and to say 
that only Spanish, 

French and Chinese are 
applicable to a global 

education is naïve.
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Going Inside the Office

The little blue slips in the corner of the guid-
ance office are stacked neatly in piles as 
students file in and out, making appoint-

ments to meet with their counselors. There is a 
narrow hallway beyond the large desk in the cen-
ter of the room, leading to several white doors. 
Students walk in, comforted by the warm atmo-
sphere.

Behind these doors are the school’s four guid-
ance counselors: Frances Saiki, Eileen Allen, Mo-
nique Young and Alinna Satake.

For much of her college life, Saiki wanted to 
work in education. While attending UC Davis, 
she took an internship at a middle school as an 
assistant teacher.

“I found myself at the back of the classroom 
more often and helping students that way,” Saiki 
said.

Before becoming a counselor, Young was a 
wedding coordinator.

“I planned events, and a lot of that had to do 
with giving information, counselling through 
this time,” she said. “[And] I thought I could 
take these skills that I have and apply [them] to 
school.”

Satake said that having graduated with a de-
gree in history from UC Berkeley, she originally 
wanted to be a social studies teacher.

When she applied for a jobs at a county job 
fair, however, there were no history positions, so 
she applied for a job as a guidance counselor in-
stead, since she had previous experience.

Satake now enjoys working with students be-
cause she likes to watch them grow.

“For each [student], that growth edge may be 
academic, personal or social, but I see my job as 
supporting kids to grow up,” she said.

Allen, a graduate of Saratoga High, said she 
loves having students for four years. However, 
talking with students is sometimes a challenge 
for Allen because she worries that she cannot 
help them with their problems immediately.

“When I go home, I tend to worry about stu-
dents [whom] I have met with during the day,” 
Allen said. “There are a lot of difficult things that 
my students are dealing with on a day-to-day ba-
sis, and sometimes it is hard to know you can’t 
fix everything for them right away.”

Saiki added that she likes having conversa-
tions with students that she could not have had 
in the classroom.

“[Students] come in and they are like, ‘Guess 
what happened over the weekend,’” she said. 
“These are real life discussions. That’s what I re-
ally like.”

Saiki said being a part of students’ lives has 
always been a major priority for her. 

“I know life happens outside of school. 
Friends, family, those parts are just as real as 
what’s happening academically,” she said. “[Stu-
dents] bring that to school and for me to learn 
about that, that’s the part I love.” u

— Megana Iyer

Inside Look
Q: What is your favorite 
part of your job?

A: “I love everything about 
my job. I process Na-
tional Merit applications, 
secondary school report 
packets and transcripts. I 
also help to make Senior 
Awards Night and gradu-
ation memorable for the 
seniors.”

SharonFong

GUIDANCE SECRETARY

Beyond the multitude of concrete steps 
to the school office, through the thick 
glass doors and a few steps to the right, 

sits principal’s secretary Sue Dini. She offers 
welcoming smiles to bleary-eyed stu-
dents passing by.

Dini helps manage school bud-
gets, teachers’ grants and appoint-
ments for principal Paul Robinson. 

She also makes sure that teach-
ers stay within their department 
budgets, manages substitute teach-
ers and occasionally helps out in the 
Guidance Department. 

Dini is also in charge of the shadow pro-
gram, in which students at the school are 
“shadowed” by prospective students. 

Dini said she enjoys the different aspects 

of her job: she acts both as the “meet-and-
greet” person in the office and as the secre-
tary for the principal. 

“I like my job,” Dini said. “I like working 
for Robinson. He is very easy-going 
and has a really nice way with peo-
ple.” 

While Dini enjoys working with 
her colleagues, her favorite part of her 
job is interacting with students. 

“The kids are very involved in 
the activities they do. I think that has 
stayed the same over the seven years,” 

Dini said. “There has just been a steady flow 
of people who really care and who work hard 
for the school.” u

— Gitika Nalwa

On the pleasantly warm morning of 
Aug. 13, the dreaded back-to-school 
feeling plagued the line of incoming 

juniors. They ambled forward sluggishly, 
with heavy, lifeless movements that marked 
the beginning of late night studying and early 
mornings.  Beyond the distressed sea of stu-
dents, however, in the school’s Small Gym, 
sat registrar Jeanne Jamieson, ready for the 
start of another school year.

Jamieson, who was named the 2013-2014 
district’s classified employee of the year, has 
worked at the school since 2002, and she says 
no day is ever the same in the life of a reg-
istrar. Her duties range from dealing with 
new scheduling issues to managing student 
records to preparing various reports for the 
district and state. 

“My duties can change from day to day 
and be very cyclic at the same time. That’s 
what makes it so engaging,” Jamieson said.  
“I get to use those multi-tasking skills quite 
often while also working with deadlines.”

As the school’s official record-keeper, Ja-
mieson must be incredibly organized. 

“Requests come in for student information 
from many directions, from teachers to par-

ents to students and outside sources as well,” 
Jamieson said. 

However, Jamieson finds this aspect of her 
job particularly enjoyable. 

“It’s figuring out how to get the info need-
ed that makes it challenging,” Jamieson said. 

While Jamieson’s office itself is rather 
quiet, the Guidance Department surrounding 
her office is often bustling with activity.

“[There are] counselors working with stu-
dents in preparing for college apps or getting 
the perfect class schedule,” Jamieson said. 
“Testing, awards and graduation also keep it 
a very busy place throughout the year.”

Although Jamieson is not technically a part 
of the Guidance Department, often times, sit-
uations or events, such as the Falcon Fest, will 
arise in the department that require her to get 
involved. Her favorite part of her job is work-
ing with her colleagues to handle situations 
like these. 

“[We have] an outstanding group in the 
Guidance Office,” Jamieson said.  “It’s great 
to be surrounded by such talented students 
and a dedicated staff.” u

— Gitika Nalwa

Going Inside the Office
The women who work behind the atten-

dance desk might be some of the hard-
est working people on campus. Atten-

dance secretaries Mandy Armes and Julia 
Peck are the first people to arrive to the office 
every day, bright and early at 7 a.m. 

While Peck is in charge of keeping track of 
disciplinary procedures and school facilities, 
Armes’s job involves handling everyday at-
tendance and absences.

For Armes, the day starts with the daunt-
ing task of listening to and sorting out all of 
the calls that flood in from the answering 
service throughout the morning. Armes then 
logs in all of these messages, most of which 
are from parents, and writes all the off-cam-
pus passes for the day.

Armes has run into some rather awkward 
situations at this time of day, confronting the 
occasional student who tries to cut class by 
calling in as his or her parent.

“At this point I’m pretty good at telling if 
[the voice] belongs to a student or their par-
ents,” Armes said. “I’m just like, ‘Sorry, but 
no.’”

Peck also tackles messages and emails in 
the morning, but these are requests from peo-
ple who want to rent school facilities.

“The McAfee, the gym, the rooms, you 
name it, it goes through me,” Peck said.

The attendance office doubles as a health 
office, and both Armes and Peck are respon-
sible for arranging rides for students who do 
not feel well. In addition, Armes is in charge 
of keeping track of the lost and found.

“There’s always a huge mess of everything 
in the [lost and found] cabinet,” Armes said. 
“But rarely anyone comes to pick them up.”

As assistant principal Kevin Mount’s sec-
retary, Peck works closely with him and the 
campus supervisors to enter all information 
regarding Saturday schools, referrals and 

other punishments into the discipline files on 
Aeries, the school’s online grading and atten-
dance system.

Although the routine in the attendance of-
fice usually runs smoothly every day, some 
students still do not know the attendance 
policy, and this can cause huge problems.

“Even if [a student’s] parent calls in, it’s 
still considered an unexcused absence be-
cause [the students] don’t come get their 
passes,” Armes said. “That’s when I run into 
a lot of angry students and parents who want 
to battle me on the policy, but that’s just the 
way it is.”

On top of all of this, the attendance office 
is a resource for information. 

“We answer lots and lots of questions 
here,” Peck said. “Since we are pretty much in 
the very front of the office, we end up direct-
ing many confused parents and students.” u

— Candice Zheng

ATTENDANCE OFFICE

REGISTRAR

PRINCIPAL

PRINCIPAL’S SECRETARY

ACTIVITIES OFFICE

Every minute of every day 
working in the Activities 
Office is packed full of 

tasks that need to get done. 
The second that she steps into 

the office at 7:30 am, activities 
secretary Anna Ybarra 
is in a race to take care 
of all financial aspects 
of the school and keep 
it functioning. 

Ybarra has held the 
position of activities 
secretary at the school 
since 2010.

The first thing Ybarra does 
when she arrives at the office 
is go through her inbox and an-
swer emails. 

Many of these emails include 
check requests, which need to 
be approved by an assistant 
principal. 

“After the checks come back, 
I go through and get all the 
deposits ready,” Ybarra said. 
“Then I go to the bank to get 
all those completed. It’s a long 
process.”

Ybarra has also recently 
completed entering in all the 
ASB forms and processing all 
sports rosters. 

After taking in and verifying 
all of the sports forms, Ybarra 

emails the coaches and athletic 
directors to tell them who is 
cleared to try out. 

In addition, she processes all 
donations and payments given 
to the school, as well as answers 

phone calls throughout 
the day.

As the school day 
continues, students drift 
in and out of the Activi-
ties Office for “all sorts of 
reasons.” 

These reasons range 
greatly, from purchasing 

parking permits and falcon ap-
parel to just asking questions.

The Activities Office is also 
responsible for selling bids 
for all of the school dances. 
throughout the year.

At these times, the office 
is packed with students who 
want to purchase tickets.

Ybarra always has to be 
ready to handle the next big 
challenge in her job.

“It’s really busy in here since 
there’s not just one set thing that  
I do,” Ybarra said. “There’s a 
huge variety of things that need 
to get done, and it’s hard to list 
them all.” u

— Candice Zheng
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The clock reads 7:30 p.m. as prin-
cipal Paul Robinson sits at his 
desk and smiles. It has been a 

great day. He has talked to students, 
observed classes and had a productive 
meeting at the district office. Howev-
er, in the life of a principal, there is no 
typical schedule. 

“I love teaching,” Robinson said. 
“Almost all principals were teachers 
first. I still consider myself a teacher 
[who] just happens to work as a prin-
cipal.”

Robinson said that one of the great-
est parts about working in education 
is that “no one day is like the day be-
fore it or will ever be like the days af-
ter it.”

Typically, Robinson starts his busy 
day out at around 7:30 a.m., but can 
stay as late as midnight. 

“Usually, when I get here in the 
morning, I am greeted with happy, 
smiling, shining faces because every-
one is geared up and ready to go,” 
Robinson said. 

Ultimately, Robinson said he over-
sees anything that occurs on campus, 
but most of the administrative duties 
are divided among him and his three 
assistant principals.

Officially, Robinson supervises 
the science and visual and perform-
ing arts departments as well as the 
library. However, Robinson is also re-
sponsible for numerous other groups 

and councils. For example, Robinson 
is in charge of new teacher orienta-
tion, school board meetings that occur 
at SHS and School Site Council.

Robinson said he might have the 
entire day planned to the minute, but 
an incident happens or a student or 
teacher comes in with a problem, and 
everything is dropped so that the situ-
ation can be taken care of. 

“I’d love to say that my days are 
very well planned out, but they hard-
ly ever end up that way,” Robinson 
said. 

For Robinson, the most challeng-
ing part of his job occurs when he 
runs into obstacles that are out of his 
control. Robinson said that he always 
tries to make sure something good 
comes out of these instances.

“You get frustrated,” Robinson 
said. “You start beating your head 
against the wall saying, ‘Why am I 
doing this if I really can’t make a dif-
ference?’” 

Robinson said his favorite days are 
when he is on campus. 

“The best part of my job is seeing 
somebody smile, talking to somebody 
about an issue and making sure that 
they are OK and helping out with a 
situation,” Robinson said. “I get to 
know that I have been a part of some-
thing much bigger than I am.” u

— Maya Ravichandran

Attendance secretary Mandy Armes poses at 
her desk, located at the front of the office.
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Bright and early on a Sunday morn-
ing, we woke up with the excitement 
of overloading on sugar at Cafe LaT-
Tea, which is located on Stevens Creek 
boulevard near Yogurtland. For the past 
couple months, social media sites such 
as Instagram and Facebook have been 
filled with pictures of the cafe’s mouth-
watering desserts. 

At 10:30 a.m., we pulled open the 
doors that led to the modern, tranquil 
and simple look of 
the cafe. The aro-
ma of tea, pastries 
and floral scents 
washed over us. 
We couldn’t wait 
to run up to the 
counter and place 
our order.

Cafe LaTTea is 
a modern cafe that 
serves, drinks, 
cakes and their 
specialty: brick 
toast, a delectable 
dessert that is crunchy and slightly sour 
but filled with gelato, fruits and wafers. 

We ordered the “Strawberry Dream-
ing” brick toast, which cost a hefty 
$12.75. After about seven minutes of 
waiting, our order was finally ready, and 
we couldn’t wait to dig in. 

This toast reminded us of a little 
house built by dessert. The walls and 
floor were made of their specialty toast, 
and the roof was made of strawberry ge-

lato with two wafer straws protruding 
from the gelato, acting as the chimney. 

The plate was covered in chocolate 
and strawberry syrup with freshly, cut 
fruits decorating the corners of the plate. 
The display of food was pleasing to see.

We started by eating the wafer straw 
filled with whipped cream inside. Then 
we took our forks and scooped up as 
much gelato as we could stuff into our 
mouths. Even with our brain freeze, we 
enjoyed the sweet and refreshing taste of 
strawberry gelato. 

Neither of us talked for the next few 
minutes, as we 
were both too fo-
cused on eating 
the scrumptious 
food. 

Once we fin-
ished the “roof” 
of the brick toast, 
made up of ge-
lato and wafer 
straws, we took 
a look at the bot-
tom where there 
were cut cubes 
of the brick toast. 

The strawberry gelato and the warm 
toast mixed together, creating a great fla-
vor in our mouths of different textures 
and complementing tastes. 

  The gelato gave us the sweet taste 
we were looking for, and the toast added 
a nice crunch and an a contrasting tex-
ture tht worked extremely well.

After finishing the toast, we looked 
down at our plate that was once filled 
with a mouth-watering delicacy that was 

neatly arranged. Now, it was a crumbled 
mix of toast, melted gelato and syrup, 
not even resembling the original master-
piece.

If we are ever able to squeeze in time 
for a little midnight snack in between 
our crazy hectic jam-packed lives, we 
will go back one day. Along with their fa-
mous toast, Cafe LaTTea also sells cakes, 
drinks and macaroons that are rumored 
to be extremely delicious.

Unfortunately, delicious food comes 
at a high price. Some of its drinks cost 
$7, and its toasts can cost up to $14.75, a 
somewhat ridicolous amount of money 
for just a snack.

Although these prices are steep, it is 
still worth the “every-once-in-awhile” 
trip. Now, you’re able to post  that Insta-
worthy picture that will make all your 
friends envious of your delectable food 
adventures. u

“Strawberry Dreaming” brick toast, Cafe LaTTea’s dessert specialty, is topped with fluffy 
whipped cream, bits of fresh strawberry, chocolate syrup and decadent wafer bits.  

BY GwynevereHunger
& VibhaSeshadri

Local cafe offers delectable desserts

(OUT OF FIVE)
Where: 19501 Stevens Creek Blvd #101 
Type of Food: Dessert 
Price range: $$ (out of three)
Reporter’s Favorite: Strawberry Dreaming 
Brick Toast 

Cafe LaTTea

Why so serious?
Can yOu use “Dark knight” 
quOtes thrOughOut aP Lang?

Pretty much everyone knows that 
I have a healthy obsession with any-
thing related to the movie “The Dark 
Knight.” OK, maybe not a healthy 
obsession per se, but an obsession 
nevertheless. And what’s a better 
way to test my dedication to “The 
Dark Knight” code than to see how 
many movie references I can use dur-
ing AP Language discussions?

A few ground rules here: I have 
to use these references in context, be 
it in regular conversation or a full 
class discussion. No, I can’t just ran-
domly yell, “I’m 
the BATMAN!” 
during a timed 
essay write — 
even though I 
might have been 
tempted to.

During the 
first month of 
Mr. Nguyen’s 
AP Lang class, we read Bertrand 
Russell’s essay, “The Value of Philos-
ophy,” and he proposed an idea that 
roughly equated that one must adapt 
himself to philosophy, rather than 
shape philosophy to himself. 

Instantly, my mind flashed to the 
2 hour 33 minute mark of “The Dark 
Knight,” where Batman flees the po-
lice, all while Commissioner Gordon 
praises him, saying, “Because he’s 
the hero Gotham deserves … He’s a 
silent guardian, a watchful protector. 
A dark knight.”

 I then proceeded to share this 
quote with the class and continued 
to explain how Batman epitomizes 
this aspect of philosophy because he 
adapted himself to meet Gotham’s 
needs instead of the other way 
around. As Batman, Bruce Wayne 

serves the city, adapting “[his] Self to 
the characters which [he] finds in its 
objects.”

At first, silence and blank stares 
greeted me. But then as I explained 
further, people began to smile and 
laugh. I bet that inside, they were all 
thinking something to the length of, 
“Who’s this Joker to pull out Batman 
in Lang class?” 

But while others might have 
laughed and made snide comments, I 
felt that I did a legitimate job relating 
a perhaps convoluted philosophical 
argument to a modern-day parallel, 
and I was proud of that. Also, Mr. 

Nguyen cracked 
a smile at my 
crazy analogy, 
so I guess that’s 
another accom-
plishment in and 
of itself. 

The next time, 
I struck during 
a Socratic semi-

nar, relating Walter Kirn, who wrote 
an article in The Atlantic about his 
struggle in the American meritocra-
cy, as equivalent to Bruce Wayne and 
his initial fall and rise as the Batman. 
Perhaps next time I’ll attempt to re-
late Batman to proving or disproving 
God’s existence. Or maybe, I’ll try 
my hand at connecting the Joker’s 
philosophy to an argument disprov-
ing the existence free will. 

Why do I do this, you might ask? 
Well, I for one, think that the class-
room could become a bit more lively. 
Batman adds a bit of spice and flavor 
to the classroom. Sometimes, I look 
around the classroom, and see blank 
stares and bored faces. I always seem 
to be overcome with an urge to do 
something about it. Why so serious? 
Let’s put a smile on that face! u

BY NickChow

I felt that I did a le-
gitimate job relating a 
convoluted philosophi-
cal argument to a mod-

ern-day parallel.
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Great America’s Halloween 
Haunt was about to make my 
love for anything spooky and 
creepy come true. I got to at-
tend the opening weekend of 
the event at Great America that 
lasts from Sept. 27 through Hal-
loween night. 

Every weekend for a month, 
the amusement park transforms 
into a horror filled nightmare 
packed with mazes, haunted 
houses, thrill rides. The event 
costs $28 online and $45 at the 
gate.

It was Saturday night, and as 
I made our way to The Demon 
rollercoaster on, a decayed zom-
bie stumbled toward me out of 
the mist. He stood about a foot 
away from me and turned to 
stare at me, keeping his mouth 
open and ready to feast.

I raised my hand, not out of 
fear or to protect myself, but 
instead to offer him a high-
five. He wasn’t very social and 
walked away, looking for more 
victims. I may have spent too 
much of my summer reading 
horror stories on creepypasta.
com, so I was used to this kind 
of thing. 

I arrived at The Demon to 
find that the ride was tempo-
rarily closed. Instead of riding 
The Demon, I decided to head 

to Madame Marie’s Massa-
cre Mansion, one of the many 
themed haunted houses for 
Great America’s “Halloween 
Haunt.”

I stepped in line and waited 
for about 10 minutes. Even 
when I wasn’t in the house, the 
Halloween-themed music blar-
ing from the speakers outside 
the house still sent chills up my 
spine. 

When I was let in, I was 
enclosed in a 1920s-themed 
hallway. I was surrounded by 
paintings left and right. Looking 
ahead, I noticed a monster pop 
out from one of the paintings, 
and I heard its victims scream 
in horror. I quickly walked past 
the painting, keeping my eye 
on it to avoid any unwanted 
surprises.

I made my way through el-
egant yet eerie rooms decorated 
with tables, chairs and book-
shelves when I came across a 
pale-faced lady in old-fashioned 
clothes. A dining table with a 
severed corpse stood behind 
her. She eagerly approached 
me.

“Would you like to stay for 
dinner?” she asked.

I paused and thought of a re-
sponse to her unexpected ques-
tion before I walked to the next 
room.

“Is there steak?” I casually 

asked.
She nodded her head side 

to side. I couldn’t tell if she 
did that out of my lack of 
fear or if it was a response to 
my joke. 

I kept going, and a seem-
ingly dead man sitting on a 
couch, and I already knew 
what to expect. He suddenly 
woke up and screamed at a 
group of kids behind me. 
Out of curiosity, I took a look 
behind me to see how they 
reacted.

They panicked and quick-
ly rushed forward to get out 
of the room.

I may have had to leave 
out certain words that they 
said. Let’s just say that the 
words aren’t fit for a school 
paper.

I followed him and his 
friends to a dark storage 
room with bodies wrapped 
in thick cloth hanging upside 
down. They tightly stayed 
together and held onto each 
other’s backs as they quickly 
turned their heads to make sure 
no one snuck up on them unex-
pectedly.

In one of the final rooms, 
Madame Marie, dressed in 
high-class clothes, sat by herself 
at the foot of her bed, with an 
umbrella in hand. She laughed 
maniacally to herself as I closely 

watched her to make sure she 
didn’t catch me off guard.

Bright light flooded my 
eyes as I came to the exit of the 
maze. 

Massacre Mansion wasn’t 
the most terrifying haunted 
house, and it did not get my 
adrenaline rushing. However, 
there are many more haunted 

houses at the event with dif-
ferent themes, and they could 
yield different results. Maybe 
I’ll visit Great America again 
one of these weekends to expe-
rience other haunted houses.

I ended up heading back to 
The Demon for an adrenaline 
rush because at the end of it all, 
I did need a thriller. u
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The monsters at California’s Great America pose in front of Mangler Asy-
lum, one of best haunted houses at Halloween Haunt. Mangler’s is a fan 
favorite at Halloween Haunt due to the interesting scare tactics used in it.

A frightful night at Great America attraction

We don’t know about other people, 
but Halloween has always been one of 
our favorite holidays. We have many 
fond memories of picking the perfect 
costume, draping fake webbing over 
a cat and consuming more sugar than 
was probably safe for a child. 

For us, it was less about earning the 
biggest stash of candy and more about 
getting a sugar high with friends, while 
running around the neighborhood 
showing off our costumes. 

We continued this tradition up un-
til our freshman year. For Halloween 
our sophomore year, we spent the 
night handing out candy to kids in the 
neighborhood. Giving candy to small 
children in adorable costumes is a 
heart-warming experience. Plus, glut-
ting ourselves with sweets is good too. 
If we end up with diabetes sometime in 
our college years, neither of us will be 
too surprised. 

We know that some kids who don’t 
even trick or treat past elementary 
school, but then, there are those who 
trick or treat all the way into college. 
So, at what age should you stop? 

It’s a tricky question, but we think 
that people can get away with it until 
senior year of college. 

Of course, there are certain inalien-
able rules people should follow. First 
off, the youngest kiddies get dibs on 

first go at the candy. We’re high school-
ers now. We’re supposed to have some 
semblance of self-control … more or 
less. Self-control may be limited to 
studying till 3 a.m. the night before an 
AP test.

Second, if people are trick or treat-
ing, it should be for the fun of it, not to 
hoard chocolate.

Third, if you’re past high school age, 
you need a real costume to traverse 
your neighborhood for sugary treats 
(unless there’s that one old couple 
down the road who hands out hand-
milled organic oatcakes). No half-
hearted “throw on a lei and say you’re 
a hula dancer” or even worse, a “this 
is my costume” shirt. That’s just plain 
weird for little kids to see.

Senior Eric Taw, for example, has 
put effort into a humorous plan. Taw 
obviously has his head on straight.

“I’m getting a bunch of Kucer’s old 
students to dress up as Kucer for Hal-
loween,” said Taw.

So, if you plan to stay home, stuff 
your face with chocolate and snuggle 
up in front of the TV, go for it, but if 
you do find yourself running around 
the streets in a bid for candy, make sure 
you’ve at least got on a decent outfit. 
Don’t dress up as the Texas chain-
saw massacre guy — if you’re in high 
school, you’re too developed to seem 
harmless in that outfit. 

Just remember, trick or treat respon-
sibly, Saratoga. u

BY MeganMacInnes
& HelenWong

You are too old to trick 
or treat... or are you?

Halloween costumes tread 
down a frightening road

MoVIES To WaTCH oN HaLLoWEEN

Don’t Look in the Basement: Cu-
riosity killed the mental patient.

Pet Semtary: Moral of the movie, 
don’t bury your kid in an aban-
doned pet graveyard.

Children of the Corn: If you’re in an 
abandoned town, get the hell out.

The Shining: Sometimes, when 
people get stressed, their release 
is killing their family.

Poltergeist: Too much TV makes 
kids susceptible to demons.

oksana Trifonova

The omen: Don’t adopt a kid with-
out checking his background.

Rec: old apartments are scary. Es-
pecially when the residents are all 
bloodthirsty savages.

The Grudge: If your mother-in-law 
thinks your new house is haunted, it 
probably is.

Mirrors: The reason I avoid mir-
rors at night. When I turn away, 
my reflection doesn’t.

The Exorcist (1973): When people die 
watching it, you know it’s serious.

topten

Don’t be surprised at the sight of 
someone dressed as Miley Cyrus with 
her foam hand from the MTV Video 
Music Awards for Halloween. 

What started out as an innocent tra-
dition on the day of All Hallow’s Eve 
has turned into a competition for teen-
agers to show the most skin.  

Not only do people dress provoca-
tively, but once-innocent costumes have 
turned scandalous. 

The impact of social media has 

changed this generation’s culture to 
have a more liberal approach, which 
has led to more provocative costumes.  
This impact has changed the innocent 
fun of dressing up of Halloween. Young 
children are losing the opportunity to 
have fun on this day.

Regina George in the 2005 hit movie 
“Mean Girls” couldn’t have said it any 
better, “In the real world, Halloween 
is when kids dress up in costumes and 
beg for candy. In girl world, Halloween 
is the one day a year when a girl can 
dress up [however] and no other girls 
can say anything about it.” u

BY HelenChen
& GwynevereHunger

Courtesy of OCEXECUTIVE
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Miss America receives racist backlash

‘Legend of Korra’ season 
premiere entertains fans

Cartoon Network’s show “Avatar: 
The Last Airbender,” was a smash hit, 
even after the spectacular four-season 
series ended last year. 

Chronicling the adventures of a 
young boy with extraordinary pow-
ers and good-natured humor, it was so 
popular that a spin-off series was cre-
ated: “The Legend of Korra,” whose 
first season was launched successfully 
last year.

The second season began on Sept. 13, 
with a gripping episode detailing the 
continuation of Korra’s journey to be-
come the Avatar, wielder of fire, water, 
air and earth. 

The new season boasts better anima-
tion, yet keeps the charm of the origi-
nal Avatar series in a visually striking 
show.

Viewer reaction were generally 
positive. Junior Winston Vo found the 
first episode exciting and exhilarat-
ing in all the right places.

“I found the dialogue and 
plot to be both comedic and 
dramatic,” said Vo. “The ani-
mation continues to amaze 
me, as it is more advanced 
than before.”

Vo, however, was less fa-
vorable towards the quick, 
plot-driven pace, along 
with the brevity of the 
episode.

“What wasn’t 
exciting was 
how fast the 
episode moved 
along,” said Vo. 
“It feels as 
if the direc-
tors wanted 
people talk-
ing 1.5 times 
faster 

than normal people. Plus, the episode 
was far too short.”

While the first season focused on Ko-
rra’s development from a child with too 
much power into a responsible young 
adult, the second season focuses more 
on Korra improving her relationships 
with her family and battling spirits, 
which upset some fans.

Junior Cindy Cheung disapproved 
of the sudden change in Korra’s person-
ality and morals.

“Korra [acted like] a really egotisti-
cal, temperamental teenager,” Cheung 
said. “She kept disrespecting her dad 
and was super caught up in how she 
knew she was the Avatar.”

Despite her disapproval of Korra’s 
behavior, Cheung found the humor 
“funny, if a little forced.”

 Junior Elise Nguyen, on the 
other hand, enjoyed the new char-
acter dynamics, especially the 
ones between Korra’s family, as 

well as the new animation 
style.

“I thought [the new 
show] was different part-
ly because of the new ani-
mation, and also because 
of the twist between Ko-
rra’s uncle and father,” 
said Nguyen. “Person-
ally, I enjoy the concept 
of bringing a balance 
between the North 
and South Pole and 
of restoring the spir-
its to peace.”

“The Legend of 
Korra” boasts a large 
fanbase and a grip-
ping storyline, accen-
tuated with beautiful 
graphics. 

For fans of the show 
who doubted if Avatar 
would return at all, the 

continuation of Ko-
rra’s adventures 
will be exciting, 
no matter what 
happens. u

BY RotemShaked
& HelenWong

Juniors captivated by 
quirky vlogger brothers

Going home to watch YouTube videos 
of two grown men rant and rave about 
giraffe sex has never been so amus-
ing; specifically, when one of the two is 
world famous author John Green.

Commonly known as Vlogbrothers, 
Hank and John Green connect and edu-
cate their audience through their various 
YouTube chan-
nels. Most 
famous is 
their Vlog-
brothers 
channel, 
w h i c h 
p r o -
duces two 
videos a 
week, with 
topics rang-
ing from time-
ly worldwide 
problems (most 
recently the gov-
ernment shutdown) 
to 53 of the most ter-
rible jokes.

However, the videos 
they create aren’t their 
sole focus. John Green, 
better known for his nu-
merous best-selling books, 
has been named by the New 
York Times as “arguably the 
most popular young adult 
author of America today.” 

The brothers’ fame is most likely 
sourced back to the start of their vlogs; 
originally starting out as a daily chal-
lenge to make videos addressed to each 
other for an entire year, the brothers’ 
videos have evolutionized into insight-
fully funny 3-minute long tidbits of 
something that will alter viewers’ per-
spective of life.

Hank Green, the younger of the two, 
is an intelligent but easily amused pun-
ster and intellectual songwriter. Hank 
hosts multiple different Channels and 
is the co-founder of Vidcon, a YouTube-

based convention. John Green, however, 
is more commonly known as the author 
behind the young adult novel, “The 
Fault in Our Stars, ” and others. Spoiler 
alert: You will cry when you read his 
best-known book.

“The Fault in Our Stars,” which will 
be lovingly referred to as TFIOS from 
here on out, has a plot that will take 
your heart on a friendly date before 
s t a b b i n g it and watching it 

writhe in pain 
until noth-

ing is left 
but a sob-
bing pile 
of piti-
ful emo-
t i o n s . 

In other 
words, it has 

a touching 
storyline that 

will keep you 
from putting it 

down.
Recently an-

nounced, TFIOS 
movie will premiere 

in theaters next June. 
Despite John Green’s 

constant reassurance that 
the story is placed in the 

capable hands of a great di-
rector, actor and set, we were 
understandably nervous.

Thankfully, John Green 
has been heavily involved 

with the movie production of TFIOS. 
Filming has already begun, with the au-
thor often on set. Through John’s Twit-
ter, Tumblr and YouTube channel, he can 
be seen literally crying over how beauti-
fully the movie is coming together. 

If anything, it’s reassuring. When a 
director can make the author cry, the 
movie must be as heart wrenching as 
the book. Now avid fans can sit and 
wait “patiently” until the trailer for this 
movie is released. What a relief, because 
there is nothing worse than an inac-
curate movie adaption. Cough cough, 
“The Lightning Thief.” u

BY JadeBisht
& LaurenLouie
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On Sept. 15, New York’s Nina Davu-
luri twirled across the polished Oxford 
blue stage of Atlantic City’s Boardwalk 
Hall in a Ghagra Choli, a traditional 
Indian dress adorned in crimson and 
gold. 

Later that night, when Davuluri be-
came the first Indi-
an-American to be 
crowned Miss Ameri-
ca, she was confront-
ed with thousands 
of racist comments 
on social media sites 
such as Twitter. 

Comments calling 
Davuluri everything 
from “a terrorist” to 
“Miss 7-11,” a refer-
ence to the large num-
ber of Indians who 
own or manage 7-Eleven stores, surfaced 
across the web. 

Many seemed to think that Davuluri 
is a Muslim, and thus ignorantly refer-
enced to Al-Qaeda and made allusions 
to 9/11. 

Junior Anjali Manghnani was out-
raged by these comments. 

“I think it’s ridiculous,” Manghnani 
said. “[For one], Indians had nothing to 
do with 9/11; that was a small, Muslim 
extremist group,” she said. “Not every 
single brown person is part of the Tali-
ban.”

Others posts asked, “Egyptian danc-
ing? This is America,” and, “How the 
[expletive] does the foreigner win Miss 
America?”

Junior Natalie Lemire found these 
comments to be “awful.”

“It’s [horrible] what people are saying, 
but there are always going to be [people] 
who [say] stuff like that,” Lemire said. 
“Sadly, that reaction is just expected 

from some people.”
While Lemire said 

the controversy was 
“expected,” junior 
Meghna Chakraborty 
found the backlash 
surprising. 

“[The backlash 
made] you realize 
there are still people 
who are so narrow-
minded and igno-
rant,” Chakraborty 
said. 

“It annoyed me that people still think 
that way as [Davuluri] is obviously rep-
resentative of a typical American with 
goals and dreams.”

In an interview with “Fox News,” Da-
vuluri said that the backlash “stemmed 
from ignorance.”  

“I have to rise above [the comments]. 
I always viewed myself as first and fore-
most American,” Davuluri said, during 
an interview with USA Today.

Junior Neha Anand was impressed 
with Davuluri’s response.

“I thought she handled it really well,” 

Anand said. “There will always be con-
troversies. I think we should focus on 
her accomplishment rather than people’s 
negative views.”

When Davuluri entered the pageant, 
she had one goal: to be the first Indian-
heritage Miss America. 

And although she faced racial slurs 
and hateful comments along the way, 
Davuluri ultimately emerged victori-
ous.

Sophomore Sanam Mohan believes 

that Davuluri’s victory proves that the 
definition of “American” is becoming 
broader and more inclusive, and that we 
must learn to adapt to those inevitable 
changes.

“We live in an area where being Amer-
ican doesn’t mean being white, and we 
are comfortable with that idea,” Mohan 
said. “It’s time that people start realizing 
that in this day in age, an American is 
someone from so many different kinds 
of backgrounds.” u

Nina Davuluri reacts as she is crowned the winner of the 2014 Miss America pageant.

BY NupurMaheshwari
& GitikaNalwa

Courtesy of the Daily Beast

  It’s time that people 
start realizing that in 
this day and age, an 

American is someone 
from so many different 

backgrounds. 

sophomore Sanam Mohan

Every so often, a couple brave direc-
tors try to convert popular books into 
movies. This transition from text to big 
screen almost always proves to be a 
struggle.

This year, popular titles such as “Di-
vergent,” “The Book 
Thief” and “Ender’s 
Game” are making 
their transition into 
motion pictures. 
Some students are 
guardedly optimis-
tic about these re-
leases.

“I’m especially excited to see how 
well the ‘Ender’s Game’ movie turns 
out,” senior Drew Kriens said. “It is one 
of my top five favorite books.” 

While he is enthusiastic, he recogniz-
es the difficulty of fully capturing the es-
sence of a 300-page novel in a 120-min-
ute movie. 

The problem in transitioning from 
text to motion picture is all the fine de-
tails that often get lost in translation.

“There are so many little nuances 
in the book that make ‘Ender’s Game’ 
great. For the movie to be good, it has 
to do a good job of capturing the literary 

tone of the book,” Kriens said.
Many popular novels like the Harry 

Potter series have become motion pic-
ture blockbusters but received varied 
reviews. Many longtime Harry Potter 
fans believe that the movies can not ef-
fectively capture the spirit of the books.

“I definitely enjoyed reading the 
books more than 
seeing [‘Harry Pot-
ter’] in theatres,” 
sophomore Tyler 
Yoshihara said. “I 
don’t know what it 
was, but something 
didn’t feel right 
about the movie.”

Another reason that book fans often 
dislike movie versions is the portrayal of 
different characters and ideas.

The visual images one reader creates 
in his head while reading rarely cor-
respond to the images used in the film. 
Each reader also has a different interpre-
tation of characters and that is the fun in 
reading: being able to create a vision that 
is unique to the reader.

A popular movie that transferred well 
to the big screen was “The Boy in the 
Striped Pajamas.” The movie was able 
to capture the strong sentiments in the 
novel and convert those feelings to the 

big screen. For many fans, a big reason 
the movie was so successful was because 
the director created a vision that many 
fans felt was true to the novel.

Vision is everything for fans of litera-
ture. Nobody likes being told what to 
think and that is exactly what movies 
do. They give you a certain picture, the 
director’s interpretation, that sticks with 
you. Because the image is on screen, it’s 
much stronger than the imagined one, 
essentially overriding the self-made por-
trait.

 Even though the movie is just try-
ing to portray the director’s perspective, 
sometimes, the director’s and a person’s 
perspective are so drastically different 
that it makes the movie tough to watch. 

Another popular movie that has its 
fans split is Suzanne Collins’ “Catching 
Fire,” part of the Hunger Games trilogy. 

“Catching Fire” is the second part to 
the Hunger Games trilogy and it will be 
entertaining to see how the movie com-
pares to the book and if director does a 
good job connecting the first movie and 
this one.

“If ‘Catching Fire’ does a good job 
serving as a bridge between ‘Hunger 
Games’ and ‘Mockingjay,’ the trilogy 
will have a chance to be really success-
ful,” Yoshihara said. 

But for many books turned movies, 
there is usually something a little off in 
the movie that does not completely win 
over all its potential fans. u

BY DerekSun

The problem in tran-
sitioning from text to 
motion picture is all 

the fine details that get 
lost in translation.

What movie are you excited for?

>>

The Falcon polled 27 students.

falconpoll

3%   Divergent

27%  Catching Fire

8%   The Book Thief

27%  The Fault in Our Stars 

35%  Ender’s Game

Sept. 27 marked the premiere of Mar-
vel’s Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. on ABC, the 
latest addition to the Marvel’s Cinemat-
ic universe. Created by Joss Whedon, 
known for directing “The Avengers” 
and creating “Buffy the Vampire Slayer,” 
the series picks up where the Avengers 
movie left off. Clark Gregg and Cobie 
Smulders reprise their roles from “The 
Avengers” as Agent Phil Coulson and 
Agent Maria Hill, respectively, in this 
new TV series. 

Gregg plays the show’s main char-
acter, Coulson, who assembles an elite 
team for S.H.I.E.L.D, a global organiza-
tion that specializes covering up and 
containing supernatural and superhu-
man activity. 

This team deals with superpowered 
individuals whose existences had been 
revealed in “The Avengers.” While the 
show builds on past events, it isn’t strict-

ly necessary to have seen the past films 
in the Marvel movie line-up, though do-
ing so eases understand-
ing considerably. 

The episode 
starts as many ac-
tion shows do, 
with the hero 
carrying out 
a dangerous 
mission. Cue 
the fight scene 
and helicopter 
rescue. While 
it wasn’t the 
most original 
start, I remained 
undaunted. As 
diehard Marvel 
fan, I had high 
hopes and high expec-
tations for this series. 

Once the show started, how-
ever, its originality emerged. The show 

pokes fun at typical cliches and the ac-
tion and superhero genre. Coulson, the 

protagonist, apologizes for us-
ing the stand-in-a-dark-

corner-to-surprise-you 
cliche. His self-aware-

ness makes him an 
engaging charac-
ter, his awkward 
politeness makes 
him relatable 
character, not just 
a confident hero.

I look forward 
to Gregg’s por-
trayal of Coulson 

throughout the se-
ries and his interac-

tion with the rest of 
the team. Agent Ward, 

portrayed by Brett Dalton, 
appears to fit the standard dark 

and broody hero but is shown as 
socially inept. Dalton’s dialogue doesn’t 

appear to flow naturally, even for a char-
acter with no interpersonal skills.  Chloe 
Bennet plays Skye, a hacker recruited by 
S.H.I.E.L.D. I enjoyed her snappy come-
backs and her realistic reactions to dan-
ger, but I hope there’s more to her char-
acter than superficial snark. 

Agent Leo Simmons, portrayed by 
Iain De Caestecker, and Agent Jemma 
Fitz, portrayed by Elizabeth Henstridge, 
have a quirky partnership that I love to 
see in a show with serious undertones. 
They argue right from their introduc-
tion, but it’s shown that they build off 
each other’s ideas. I see the potential for 
great onscreen chemistry, which I hope 
will flourish in the episodes to come. 

The cast’s diversity leaves room for 
interesting character development while 
still retaining their individual elements. 
“Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.,” while employ-
ing some cliches and stilted dialogue, 
shows the promise of a great show in the 
making. u

BY MeganMacInnes
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Marvel’s ‘Agents of Shield’ shows potential

New books to movies hope for success in theaters

Sophomore finds friendship, fame in Instagram

For most teens, having more than 
1,000 followers on Instagram is a 
dream. However, sophomore Luke Sa-
lin, whose Instagram handle is _luke-
salin, has 4,627 and counting. 

With that many followers, one might 
expect Salin to use a high-end Nikon 
or Canon camera costing more than 
$1,500, but this is not the case. 
Most of his pictures are taken 
and edited on a camera he al-
ways has on him: his iPhone.

“Using my fancy camera 
takes away from the challenge,” 
Salin said, whose pictures, de-
spite being produced by a cell 
phone lens, are both genuine 
and of great quality. 

Senior Stephanie Ho finds 
his skills truly amazing.

“It’s seems incredible to me that he 
is able to get that high of a quality pho-
to from just an iPhone,” Ho said. “The 
fact that everything on his account is 
taken from a device that I also have on 
me nearly all hours of the day is part of 
what drew me to his Instagram.”

When Instagram started growing in 

popularity, during the 
early months of 2012, Sa-
lin decided it was worth 
a shot, and he found that 
the community really in-
spired him.

“The more people 
I followed, the more 
I wanted to do better, 
more interesting things,” 
Salin said.

Salin started 
researching how 
to make his pic-
tures obtain a cer-
tain effect after 
others inspired 
him.

“After you get really in-
volved [with Instagram,] there 
are people with hundreds of 
thousands of followers who will 

support you,” Salin said.
Salin had the chance to make friends 

and even meet some of the people who 
have helped him achieve his fame, in-
cluding Instagram users CURIOUS2119 
and WISSLAREN, who have a com-
bined total of over 1 million followers.

“We started following each other 
and eventually we would take photos 

[together],” Salin said. “I would be in 
some of their photos, and that helped 
me get started.”

Salin says he likes posting daily, but 
often tries to “tone down [his] artsi-
ness” since some people get tired of it.

Sophomore Felicia Hung, who fol-
lows Salin, has only praise for his 
work.

“His pictures always have the right 
lighting for the mood of the picture,” 
Hung said. “The backgrounds of [his] 
pictures are really defined, and his sil-
houette pictures are the best.”

According to Ho, the angles that Sa-

lin manages to capture are what truly 
make his photography great.

Through his photography, Salin tries 
to convey his thoughts and emotions.

“[The photos are] of whatever I feel 
is interesting or something I want to 
express at that current moment,” Salin 
said. “But then again, I want [them] to 
be just the way the mood I want to ex-
press.”

Salin also said that because of Insta-
gram and photography, he “dreams in 
squares.”

 “I just notice everything now, every 
detail of life,” Salin said. u

BY HelenChen
& MattFoley

Courtesy of LUKE SALIN

Many of Salin’s Instagram photos feature elegantly capture snapshots of nature and everyday items.

Salin

GRAPHIC BY JANE PARK
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The situation
Sophomore John Zhou moved from 
China to Saratoga and has had trouble 
learning in English.

The struggles
It is hard to understand teachers dur-
ing lectures and keep up with the flow 
of the class when English is a second 
language.

How to solve them
Students like Zhou have translators 
that help make classes more manage-
able. 

bigideaTH
E

Learning English

From getting up early to doing 
homework and taking tests, everyone 
has a difficulty at the beginning of the 
school year. New students from differ-
ent schools have the added challenge 
of finding new friendships and trying 
to fit in.

Now imagine, on top of all the usual 
pressures, having to move from a com-
pletely different country. Everything 
is brand new: the people, the customs 
and especially the language.

Sophomore John Zhou faced such 
difficulties when he moved from China 
to Saratoga last year.

“The things that were difficult for 
me in America were the cultural differ-
ence and the language,” Zhou said. 

The English language has taken up 
a new aspect of his life since he moved 
here. Even though he learned some 
English in China, Zhou wanted to 
speak fluently in the U.S. 

“I learned to [speak] English by 
talking with American people and lis-
tening hard in class,” Zhou said. 

It was challenging for him to gain 

fluency. He said he struggled with the 
overall sentence structure of English 
because it is completely different that 
of Chinese. 

“What really helps me understand 
English is hanging out with friends 
and talking with them,” Zhou said.

Now in  his 
sophomore year, 
Zhou still has 
many problems 
with day-to-day 
school life. How-
ever, he has im-
proved and has 
become fluent 
enough to carry 
out a conversa-
tion. He is able to 
talk with his friends without having 
too much trouble.

However, while most students find 
it easy enough to listen to teachers lec-
turing in class, Zhou finds it next to 
impossible.

“I have difficulty in class when tak-
ing notes,” Zhou said. “Lectures and 
notes are hard for me to follow, making 
me confused on what to study for tests 

and quizzes.” 
Zhou’s academic dilemmas do not 

stop at note-taking but are carried to 
English class itself. Native speakers are 
able to express their feelings and ideas 
through writing. 

However, Zhou has to play catch 
up to get to a point 
of English fluency 
where he can ex-
press his thoughts. 

For example, 
in his freshman 
year, Zhou had to 
participate in So-
cratic Seminars in 
his English class. 
Zhou had trouble 
formulating the 

right words he wanted to use to ex-
press his ideas.

Since he has a limited vocabulary, 
Zhou sometimes relies on a classmate 
who knows Chinese and can help ex-
plain the instructions to him. 

If he doesn’t have someone who 
speaks Chinese in his class, Zhou has 
to rely on an electronic English-to-Chi-
nese translator, a process that can slow 

down his understanding of passages.
Now, Zhou has improved in his 

speaking and writing skills but is not 
yet up to par with his classmates.

“Reading problems are still hard,” 
Zhou said. “It takes me a long time to 
figure out what words mean to under-
stand the problem or question being 
asked.” u

 

7 a.m.: Вставай, пора в школу!
8:50 a.m.: Have you completed the 

reading for today?
12 p.m.: ¡Saca tu libro de 

ejercicios!
1 p.m.: Donnez-moi les de-

voirs, s’il vous plait.
10 p.m.: Добрий Вечір Тобі.
That’s my language sched-

ule of the day: Russian in the 
morning, English at school, 
Spanish and French in the af-
ternoon and Ukrainian at night: 
But you must be wondering, 
how did I get to this point?

It first started with one lan-
guage: Russian. As a toddler, I spent a 
lot of time in Ukraine, where most of 
my relatives live, and I slowly picked 
up the Ukrainian language. 

In first grade, I went to a bilingual 
Spanish-Russian school in Moscow, 
which helped bring my total up to 
three. Moving to the U.S. and get-
ting thrust into an American school in 
fourth grade forced me to start speak-
ing English, and the count reached 
four. Finally, I came to Redwood Middle 
School as a seventh grader and took up 
French; since I already knew Spanish, it 
was much easier to learn than the other 
languages.

People often ask me why and how I 
speak so many languages and whether 
I get them mixed up.

To answer the first question, I didn’t 
really have a choice. I learned Russian, 

Ukrainian, English and Spanish by os-
mosis through living in these multilin-
gual environments. The fifth language 

I took for two reasons: one, I’ve 
always wanted to live in France, 
and two, because I could. 

However, I learned all five 
languages for one main reason: 
I don’t want to be tied down to 
one spot. I want to always be 
travelling, moving from place 
to place, country to country, 
culture to culture and absorb-
ing as much knowledge and as 
many experiences as possible.

How did I manage to learn 
five languages? You might want to tune 
in for this. I am now about to reveal 
to you my secret to knowing five lan-
guages, the secret you have probably 
been wanting to hear as soon as you 
began reading, the secret I have never 
told anyone in my entire life: I worked 
hard. Seriously. I got up at 5 a.m. and 
studied those languages like I’ve never 
studied before: read the vocab words 50 
times over and over again, memorized 
the grammar rules, the verb tenses, the 
articles, the accent marks. 

However, that turned out to be ap-
plicable only at the beginning to set a 
firm foundation. Then comes the actual 
learning. I had to immerse myself in 
the environment of the language; hear 
it spoken more often, read more books 
in the language, watch soap operas. 

But if I ever don’t have time for that, 

there’s a little psychological trick I 
learned: I pretend to be a native speak-
er when studying the language. I’m se-
rious. If I’m learning Spanish, I pretend 
to be Spanish. If I’m learning French, I 
pretend to be French. This helps me un-
derstand the rules better and get a feel 
for the language. 

Something else I’ve discovered is 
that when I’m studying another lan-
guage I can’t let myself think in English. 
Ever. Trying to apply the same grammar 
rules to the languages I was studying 
got me mixed up and did not help me 
at all. I had to learn to treat each lan-
guage like a separate entity that must 
be approached and learned differently.

Finally: Do I ever get mixed up? Do I 
ever! I can mix up some of the vocabu-
lary, grammar or articles. Other times 
I substitute one language for another 
entirely, like when I came into math 
class after break and accidentally start-
ed speaking Spanish with my teacher. 
Sometimes when there is no word in 
Russian to express what I’m thinking, 
I substitute it with a word in English. If 
you listen to me speaking on the phone 
in Russian, you can distinguish some 
English words said with a heavy Rus-
sian accent. 

As I’ve learned, each language is a 
step, a step toward to learning another 
one. The more you learn, the easier it 
will get. It’s like rolling a boulder down 
a hill: It just needs a little push before it 
accelerates. u

The school requires that every stu-
dent take at least two years of a foreign 
language. There are many ways for stu-
dents to fulfill this requirement to grad-
uate.

However, the majority of students 
adhere to the classes offered at school; 
Spanish, French and Chinese. 

Only few students have found them-
selves considering alternative choices to 
these classes.

On the other hand, languages such as 
Greek or even Russian are spoken in a 
number of family households and can be 
learned at local colleges, 

Even though these languages are not 
being taught at school, they are still rou-
tine.

An example of an uncommon lan-
guage, however, is American Sign Lan-
guage (ASL).

This course that can also be taken at 
local colleges, such as De Anza College 
and West Valley, among a variety of oth-
er languages.

Junior Reilly Bowker explained how 
taking ASL out of school has its advan-
tages. 

“I wanted to do something different,” 
Bowker said. “And besides the credit, 
it’s a chance to learn something nobody 
else knows.”

Taking the class at a college also al-
lows the student a period in his or her 
schedule to take another class or 
use as a break. 

These breaks are al-
ways refreshing and 
helpful for stu-
dents.

Bowker only 
attends the les-
sons on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays 
after school. 

She therefore 
has a free seventh 
period during the 
school day.

As it is an ad-
vanced class, ASL 
is only offered to ju-
niors and seniors at 
both colleges.

It also legiti-
mately counts to-
wards college re-
quirements, which 

students are always in need of.
“Although the class is a great oppor-

tunity, I was the only high school student 
who took advantage of it,” Bowker said. 

“My class comprised of 
only me and adults 
who attend the college 
itself.”

She said that there 
are no plans to use 

what she will learn 
in the class in a fu-
ture career.

She does, how-
ever, make use 
of ASL occasion-

ally outside of class.
These uses include 

having small conver-
sations with people 

who understand the lan-
guage.

While Bowker takes 
lessons at De Anza, se-

nior Benjamin Smerdon de-
scribed a similar experience 

despite taking the class at West 
Valley last year.

Smerdon said that because 
he did not enjoy Spanish as 

much, he decided to take ASL classes. 
And unlike Bowker, there were about 
five to seven other SHS students in his 
classes.

“I only had it once a week — each 
class was three hours long,” Smerdon 
said. “I really enjoyed it because I’m a vi-
sual learner, and [the language] played 
to my personal strengths.”

Smerdon added that the class intro-
duced him to the deaf community. 

Through his class, he was required 
to “go and sign with other students and 
people who are deaf.” In doing so, he 
was able to gain experience with people 
who were much more comfortable with 
the language in a non-classroom envi-
ronment.

“It’s a pretty fun experience,” Smer-
don said. “We had to go, I think, four to 
six times.”

Though Smerdon is not taking the 
class currently, he learned enough to 
hold a decent conversation with some-
one else.

By taking uncommon languages such 
as ASL, whether it be by requirement or 
for pleasure, these students can break 
the monotonous repetition of everyday 
English. u

A WORDS
One year ago, sophomores Jason 

and Michael Yang, who are twins, 
struggled with English pronunciation, 
fluency and vocabulary.

The twins moved to Saratoga from 
Shanghai, China.

To combat this problem, the twins 
formed an English Language Devel-
opment club this year.

The goal of the 
club was to help 
other non-native 
speakers feel 
more comfort-
able. In addition, 
it was meant to of-
fer them a chance 
to improve their 
speaking without 
fear.

The club’s ultimate mission is to 
support non-native speakers in build-
ing confidence when speaking Eng-
lish.

The club is meant to help students 
work on skills to improve their grades 
and reduce the anxiety of falling be-
hind. 

Jason and Michael hope the club 
will positively impact the lives of oth-
er foreign students. 

To build students’ confidence and 
improve their language skills, Jason 
and Michael will show short videos 
and hold group discussions. 

They will also conduct activities 

and games that involve vocabulary, 
sentence completion and creativity in 
order to help the students learn more 
English.

As of now, there are no plans to 
bring in in a trainer, as this club is 
solely based on student conversations 
and peer support. 

Like most new students, Jason and 
Michael’s first goal was to fit in with 
the crowd. 

However, as 
new students 
from a complete-
ly different coun-
try, their inability 
to speak fluent 
English stood as 
a barrier. 

They looked 
for other stu-
dents who were 

also struggling, but the twins were 
unable to find many other students 
who were willing to be open about 
language challenges. 

“When I started school here, my 
classes were very hard to understand, 
even with my translator,” said Jason. “I 
got low grades on tests, but there was 
little I could do to bring them up.”

When they were freshmen, Jason 
and Michael took the school’s English 
Language Development (ELD) class 
for five hours every week. 

They quickly realized it was barely 
enough to catch up to the level of na-
tive English speakers.

The twins desired more time to 
practice communicating and engag-
ing in conversations with other stu-
dents. 

Other foreign students have said 
that they struggle to keep up with 
the fast-paced lessons taught dur-
ing class. Unfortunately, since there 
is so much they don’t understand, 
many students don’t know how to 
ask for help. 

“When I listen to the teachers’ lec-
tures or watch a documentary, it is 
sometimes very hard to understand 
anything,” sophomore MengJiao Li 
said. 

Like Jason and Michael, Li moved 
to Saratoga from China this year. 

“I wish I had more time to learn 
the information, because taking 
tests is very stressful,” Li said. 

Li looks forward to meeting other 
students who walk in similar shoes, 
and she feels that this club is a great 
opportunity. 

The club’s meetings will be held 
in English teacher Meg Battey’s 
classroom, but they have yet to 
decide which days of the week to 
meet. 

Jason and Michael are excited to 
see the turnout of their new club, 
and both anticipate a great year to 
come. 

“We started this club not only to 
help ourselves, but more important-
ly, to help [other students] as well,” 
Jason said. u 

Immigrant twins form ELL club to help others
BY AllisonLin

I learned how to [speak] 
English by talking with 
American people and 
listening hard in class.

sophomore John Zhou

Learning English poses challenges for sophomore
BY AdityaChaudhry

Students enjoy taking sign language classes off campus

OKSANA
TRIFONOVA
Everything is 

going to be OK

StudentS diScuSS the nuanceS Of language 

Sophomores Michael and Jason Yang hope to create 
a place where students can improve language skills. 
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Pentalingual: How I came to speak five different languages

How many languages can you speak?

The Falcon polled 100 students.

falconpoll>>

Was English your first language?

GRAPHIC BY MAYA RAVICHANDRAN

Yes
68%

No
32%

Two
43%

Two
43%

Three to 
Four
41%

Five or
more
4%

One
17%

way

The club’s ultimate 
mission is to support 

non-native speakers in 
building confidence 

when speaking English.
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With our backs to the wall, the 18 of us 
on the Falcon baseball team had nothing 
else to do but fight last May. Down 1-0 in 
the De Anza League championship series 
last year to the Wilcox Chargers in a best 
of three series, Game Two was win or go 
home. And we confronted our toughest 
challenge yet, coming from behind.

In the first game, we lost to Wilcox 
2-1 on a walk-off hit. Pitcher Kyle Dozier 
threw well, but our offense was unable to 
score runs. 

“That game left a really bad taste in our 
mouth,” catcher  Stevie Berman said. “We 
wanted to come back on Thursday and 
make a statement.” 

Two days later, we played Wilcox again 
and led the Chargers 1-0 behind the dom-
inant pitching of  Joey Medeiros until the 
sixth. In the sixth inning, the Chargers 
scored five runs before our defense re-
corded the third out.

In the bottom of the sixth, we scored 
two runs with timely hitting and strong 
base running, decreasing the Wilcox put-
ting the score at 5-3. After Berman went 
out to throw a scoreless seventh inning, 
we had had three outs to score three runs, 
and that’s exactly what they did. 

The final half inning started with third 
baseman Stephen Ruff beating out a 
ground ball to shortstop. Next, Medeiros 
and Eric Ferguson reached base, outfielder 
Jacob Marr hit a single, scoring Ruff and 
Medieros and bringing us within one run 
of tying the game. Trevor Hanks was hit by 
a pitch, forcing the tying run home. 

With no outs and the bases loaded, I 

walked up to the plate. Already with 2 hits 
on the day, I was looking for a pitch up 
to hit into the outfield, but instead, I got 
the bunt sign. I was not that surprised be-
cause my head coach, Adam Varteressian 
had told me that I might be bunting. I got 
the sign and on the first pitch, a fastball up 
and away, I laid down a suicide squeeze 
bunt, bringing Marr home and winning 

the game.
“That day was magical,” Berman said. 

“Comebacks like that don’t happen every 
day. After that, our team felt pretty good 
going into Friday.” 

With the comeback in Game Two in 
the bag and all the momentum on our 
side, we routed the Chargers in the final 
game of the championship series, 6-1 and 
returned back home with the De Anza 
League Crown.

Oliver Parr had a strong start, stymying 
the Chargers bats, while Berman and Ruff 
both hit home runs to lead the offense.

These players contributed to the game’s 
win greatly.

Game Two will resonate as one of Sara-
toga’s most memorable games in years. To 
come back down by five runs with only 
six outs was miraculous in itself. After the 
comeback, the Falcons had all the mo-
mentum in the series and went on to beat 
Wilcox 6-1 in Game Three.

For the Saratoga Baseball team, 2013  
truly was a season of firsts. Our incredible 
team had acomplished something new 
and great. The team was very happy and 
it was the first time that the Falcons had 
won the De Anza League title, one of the 
hardest public school leagues in Califor-
nia. u

BY DerekSun

May 2013: Baseball’s unexpected victory against Wilcox

 The team storms the field after their 6-5 victory against the Wilcox Chargers last year.

Courtesy of DEREK SUN

In 2010, the New Orleans Saints 
crushed the Indianapolis Colts and 
claimed the Super Bowl XLIV title, and 
the San Francisco Giants clinched their 
first World Series after beating the Texas 
Rangers. However, Saratoga had an im-
mense triumph of its own: a victory over 
the longtime rival, the Los Gatos Wild-
cats. 

Three years ago on Oct. 22, seconds 
after the game clock ended the fourth 
quarter, a sea of red stormed Benny 
Pierce field, cheering and screaming in 
celebration of the Falcon’s thrilling 21-17 
victory that ended a 27-year losing streak 
against Los Gatos. Students, alumni and 
parents flooded the green turf, rejoicing 
in one of the most memorable games in 
the history of Saratoga athletics. 

No game is an easy victory for the 
football team, which plays in one of the 
toughest public school divisions in Cali-
fornia.

“Every game in our league is tough,” 
head coach Tim Lugo said. “While I 
don’t treat the Los Gatos game with any 
added emphasis, I know our kids do.” 

Every year when the highly anticipat-
ed game against Los Gatos approaches, 
there is always plenty of heated tension 
between the two schools, sometimes 
galvanized by trash talk and personal 
conflicts. Evidently, winning this regular 
season game for the first time since 1982 
meant a lot to the team. 

The team started the game slowly for 
the Falcons, but quickly grew stronger 
and bolder with every player displaying 
confidence, determination and audacity. 
Every time the Falcons had a big play on 
offense or defense, fans cheered with en-
thusiasm. The band and cheer team add-
ed to the exciting atmosphere, giving the 
Falcons a huge home field advantage.

“The biggest moment for us was the 
trick play (jet reverse pass) we executed 
to take the lead,” Lugo said. “It was the 
biggest moment of the game and gave 
our kids the momentum we needed.”

In the fourth quarter, wide receiver 
and class of 2011 alumnus Chris Gueng-
rich scored his second touchdown of the 
night to put the Falcons up 21-17. Late in 
the game Los Gatos was driving the ball 
and had it near the Falcons’ 20-yard line 
with close to a minute remaining. The 
Wildcats ran a pass play and heaved the 
ball to the end zone, but safety and class 
of 2012 alumnus Troy Doles made one of 

the most memorable plays in Saratoga 
Football history when he intercepted the 
pass at the 2-yard line, sealing the vic-
tory for the Falcons. 

Everything that followed the inter-
ception was a blur. The home crowd was 
overcome with emotion, pride and love 
for the supportive Falcon family and the 
phenomenal players.

“It was one of the greatest things 
I have ever seen,” said senior Bobby 
Vithanage, who played free safety as a 
freshman on JV at the time. “The victory 
definitely pumped the school up and 
brought Saratoga together.” 

Senior center Clark Rothenberg, said 
the victory is a memorable one for the 
community.

“It was nice to beat them,” Rothen-
berg said. “The dramatic interception 
that [Doles] had to seal the game is un-
forgettable in Saratoga athletics.”

Not only was the game a major upset 
for Los Gatos, but it also gave the foot-
ball program a huge kickstart.

Lugo said this event wouldn’t be 
rare.

“It might have been the first one in 28 
years, but it certainly won’t be the last 
one!” Lugo said. u

BY AllisonLin

One big win to rule them all: 2010’s dramatic 
21-17 upset against rival Los Gatos Wildcats

Running back Troy Doles (2012) makes his way past a defender in the 2010 Los Gatos game that ended the 25+ year losing streak.
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The Oct. 4 Homecoming game vs. 
Mountain View was supposed to be a 
chance to grab the year’s first home victo-
ry in front of alumni. Instead, sloppy play 
and five turnovers led to a 13-7 defeat.

Some of the sloppiness was under-
standable. Star quarterback Jonathan Wal-
ters had suffered a concussion two weeks 
earlier in a comeback victory against Wil-
low Glen, and stalwart middle linebacker 
Christian Lee suffered a season-ending 
knee injury in the same game.

The Falcons, led by backup quarter-
back junior Evan Lindeman, struggled as 
they were unable to execute on drives in 
the first half. The defense played well in 
the first half, and the game was 0-0 going 
into halftime.

The second half showcased offense as 
both teams scored touchdowns on their 
respective first drive. Lindeman and se-
nior running back Jacob Marr connected 
on a 45-yard touchdown to make it 7-0.

However, two consecutive turnovers 
in Falcon territory led to two Spartan 

field goals to put them in front 13-7. Af-
ter a third turnover, and strong defensive 
play, the Falcons had one more chance to 
win the game. 

After key plays by Lindeman and ju-
nior wide receiver Joey Medeiros, the 
Falcons found themselves in Spartan ter-
ritory. Coach Tim Lugo called a trick play 
on fourth down. With under two minutes 
to go, Medeiros took the handoff and 
threw a pass to senior wide receiver Tra-
vis Stokes, who was open in the end zone. 
Stokes was unable to hold the pass and 
the Falcons’ hope for a comeback ended. 

A constant problem so far this season 
has been turnovers. Going into tonight’s 
game vs. Palo Alto, the Falcons had com-
mitted 14, a number too high to win 
games.

The offensive line and running back 
play has been dramatically better com-
pared to last year, as the Falcons have 
been able to find success in the ground 
game. The passing game, though, has not 
kept pace with last year’s success. 

Assistant coach Eric Wong thinks that 
one of the reasons for the team’s struggles 

is a lack of preparedness.
“Teams have had a year to prepare for 

us so they have a better idea of what to ex-
pect,” said Wong. “To compensate for that 
we need to execute better than we did last 
year, but we’ve struggled to do that con-
sistently and it’s shown.”

 Senior cornerback Adrian Fong thinks 
that injuries have been the biggest issue.

“I think that we came into the season 
with huge expectations and when [Lee] 
and [Walters] got hurt, we were unpre-
pared to fill their shoes,” Fong said. 

Wong said that he thinks the team still 
has the chance to get its season back on 
track, but it needs to execute better.

“We’re still a very talented team,” 
Wong said. “We need our backups to step 
up and for everyone to work on improv-
ing our execution by going out and mak-
ing plays when they’re presented to us. If 
we do that we’ll be fine.”

The team struggled against the size 
and speed of Milpitas last Friday in a 54-
14 loss to the Trojans. The team will look 
to get its first home win tonight against 
Palo Alto. u

Sophomore Matthew Tran doesn’t do 
pull-ups or air squats or run the mile once 
a month for time, the way many freshman 
or sophomores enrolled in PE do. 

Instead, he is one of 31 students now 
enrolled in the school’s Independent 
Study Physical Education program.

His physical education? Playing table 
tennis at a competitive level at least  11 
hours a week.

Tran said that since table tennis was 
already very time consuming, he didn’t 
want to have to take traditional PE. 

“I wanted more time to focus on aca-
demics,” Tran explained. 

He started playing table tennis seven 
years ago, when he was 8 years old. 

Since then, he has advanced rapidly, al-
lowing him to take ISPE, which requires 
participating athletes to play their respec-
tive sports at either a state or national 
level.

While Tran recognizes that many ath-
letes don’t count table tennis as a sport, he 
disagrees. 

“[Table tennis] is definitely a sport. A 
sport is something that you work at. It 
requires perseverance and dedication,” 
Tran said.

To get into ISPE, the district committee, 
which includes assistant principal Brian 
Safine, who represents the school, evalu-
ates each applicant’s situation. 

The committee then decides whether 

the student in question will be able to 
receive credit for their outside-of-school 
activity. 

Once students are accepted into ISPE, 
they are required to fill out weekly activi-
ty logs. Through these logs, students keep 
track of the number of hours per week 
that they spend practicing their respective 
sports. 

ISPE is a pass-or-fail course. To pass, a 
student must have completed 170 hours 
of their activity per semester. 

For most students participating in this 
program, this is not an issue. Generally, 
students taking ISPE would be practicing 
the same amount even if they weren’t in-
volved in the program.

Another student doing ISPE is sopho-
more Felicia Hung, who has been enrolled 
in ISPE for ballet since freshman year. 
Before applying to ISPE, Hung had done 
ballet for almost 11 years. 

“My day [consisted] of mostly just 
dancing,” Hung said. “[Doing ISPE] was 
just more convenient for me.”

Hung had been practicing ballet for 10 
hours a week long before high school. 

“I thought, ‘Since I already do [bal-
let for] 10 hours, I don’t want to do PE,’” 
Hung said. 

Safine said ISPE is for “the state or 
national-level athlete who has a commit-
ment to his sport so deep that fitting P.E. 
into his or her schedule is problematic. … 
I would recommend ISPE to very serious 
athletes.”

Often, though, even the most dedicat-

ed athletes don’t meet the ISPE require-
ments. 

Junior Samuel Junqua, who wanted 
to do ISPE for soccer, chose not to apply 
because he knew that he didn’t meet the 
ISPE time requirement. 

Junqua, a member of The Soccer Acad-
emy, practices soccer for more than 14 
hours a week. However, only six of those 
hours are supervised, or overseen by his 
coach. Therefore, he is not technically eli-
gible for ISPE.

Senior Will Guy, who is also part of the 
league, said that although members only 
practice six hours officially, it still “in-
volves a lot of time and commitment.”

“[It is a league that] requires more de-
votion to playing soccer than a standard 
club sport,” Guy said. 

The Soccer Academy’s season goes on 
for 10 months, during which teams in the 
league travel across the country to play 
each other. 

However, even this much commitment 
doesn’t meet the ISPE requirements. 

Still, about 75 percent of athletes who 
apply to ISPE are accepted. Tran is grate-
ful that he is one of the 75 percent. 

Although Tran admits that ISPE is 
more time consuming than the school’s 
P.E or athletics program, he doesn’t mind. 
He believes that table tennis keeps him fit, 
both physically and mentally. 

“I love table tennis,” Tran said. “I play 
[table tennis] not because I want to pad up 
my college [application]; I do it because it 
makes me happy.” u

Students show strong commitment  
to activities off of the school’s field 
BY NupurMaheshwari
& GitikaNalwa

Underclassmen vital for recent win
For many years, the tennis team has 

been led by veteran players. 
This year, however, freshmen and 

sophomores are playing a key role in the 
team’s success, consistently clinching es-
sential wins for the team.

The team consists of nine underclass-
men and five upperclassmen. Last year’s 
team had the exact opposite, with five un-
derclassmen and nine upperclassmen. 

Freshman No. 4 singles player Caitlin 
Ju often faces opponents who are two to 
three grades above her. 

Through early October, Ju had not lost 
a league match yet. Sophomore Shaya 
Nikfar, playing No. 3 singles, has been a 
reliable and consistent  player as well.

Coach Florin Marica’s strategy this 
season is highly focused on balancing the 
players on the team so that certain singles 
players and doubles pairs can guarantee a 
win in almost every match.

Marica and the team did not have high 
expectations upon entering the 2013-2014 
season. But with three consecutive victo-
ries over Los Altos, Gunn, and Lynbrook 
in September, changed their minds. 

Both Marica and players have realized 
the potential that the team possesses to 
win the league championship.

“I think we have a huge chance this 
year,” freshman Neeka Nikfar, said. “If 
we beat our rivals, Palo Alto and Monta 
Vista, we are set to go.” u

BY AllisonLin

Girls’ Tennis

Injuries, turnovers lead to HC loss
BY NikilRamanathan

FooTball

Who’s hot

TheRankings
1 ^ Boys’ Wopo (15-0)

2 ^ Girls’ Tennis (6-1)

3 ^  Girls’ Volleyball (12-2)

4 = Girls’ Wopo (3-3 (league))

5 = Girls’ Golf (6-6)

6     Football (1-4)

7     Field Hockey (1-2-3)

Go Cho Go!

After being scouted by Har-
vard since April of this year, 

senior boys’ water polo star  
Stephen Cho got the official call 
from the senior admissions offi-
cer at Harvard that they would 
like to have him at Harvard for 
water polo next fall. “At first I 
was in disbelief,” Cho said. 
“But then a few seconds lat-
er, it was pure happiness. I 
couldn’t stop smiling.”

TheStat

Turnovers14
The Falcon football team has 

committed 14 turnovers go-
ing into tonight’s game against 
Palo Alto. While they have 
played well on defense for the 
most part, turnovers have been 
the Falcons’ achilles heel.

Toga spikes Tino

The girls’ volleyball team 
avenged last year’s league 

championships loss when they 
beat Cupertino. The girls lost 
the first game, but won the next 
three games, winning the fourth 
game by a score of 25-21 to 
seal the match for the Falcons. 
“It has definitely raised our 
confidence for the rest of the 
season,” senior Jennifer Ho 
said. “We know how well we 
are capable of playing, and 
this will be a win we can look 
back on and be proud of.”

Games won

This season the boys’ water-
polo team is off to a red hot 

start. With strong senior leader-
ship from players like Cameron 
Borch and Stephen Cho, the Fal-
cons have played solid defense, 
and have had enough offensive 
production to win consistently.

The girls’ tennis team won  its 
match handily against Gunn 

High School on Oct. 11. Most 
players won their games within 
one hour. No. 2 singles player 
freshman Caitlin Ju performed 
well in the team win.

Balls of Fury

15

^

 ^

the quotable

“[Volleyball] takes a lot out of 
you, but it’s worth it. It’s worth 
frustration, tears and stress be-
cause it’s something we’re pas-
sionate about,” senior Julia Lee 
said.

Passion for the Sport

ispe
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The Falcons are off to a rough 
start this season despite a win 
and a few ties. 

The combination of small 
numbers and lack of veteran 
players has contributed to the 
struggles the team is having.  
Veteran players have noticed 
significant problems so far. 

“There 
is a lack in 
focus and 
d r i v e , ” 
senior for-
ward Sana 
Ali said. 
“ P l a y e r s 
aren’t fo-
cused during warmups, which 
really hurts our momentum.”

Sophomore midfielder Erin 
Norris sees a lack of team chem-
istry as a major issue.

“Each player on the team is 
talented, but we’re having trou-
ble coming together as a team 
and showing our potential dur-
ing games,” Norris said. 

Some players attribute the 
team’s lack of motivation to the 
absence of team bonding. 

“It’s difficult finding a time 
and date where the whole team 
can make it to team bonding, 

especially with Homecoming 
the last month. But the other 
captains and I are going to try to 
implement team bonding every 
other week or so,” Shah said.

Some teammates blame the 
formation of cliques occurring 
within the team, but senior cap-
tain Jennie Werner disagrees.

“Last year’s varsity team 
was far more ‘clique-y’ than 

this year,” 
W e r -
ner said. 
“ P e o p l e 
are trying 
to blame 
our lack 
of success 
on this is-

sue and it’s hindering our abil-
ity to address the actual issue at 
hand.”

Despite these issues, the cap-
tains are trying to improve the 
team atmosphere and attitude 
by giving players encouraging 
notes before games.

As of Oct. 10, the Falcons 
held an overall record of 1-2-2 
in the Santa Clara Valley Athlet-
ic League. Big upcoming games 
include ones at home against 
Monta Vista on Oct. 29 and vis-
iting Los Gatos on Halloween 
afternoon. u

Team surpasses expectations for 
first season in De Anza League

girls’ water polo

After moving up to the 
tougher De Anza League, 
the girls’ water polo team 
did not expect to win many 
games.

But early-season vic-
tories have led the girls 
to realize they might be 
competitive after all. But 
such hot victories do not 
come without cold hard 
challenges that they 
face.

Although the girls 
lost to Los Gatos on Sept. 17, 
they took the next two games 
in a dominant fashion. They 
blistered past Lynbrook 22-0 
and carried that momentum 
to their next game against 
Palo Alto and came out on 
top 8-2.

Even though the girls lost 
to Gunn 14-3 on Oct. 3, play-
ers like the direction they’re 
heading in.

“All 13 girls played their 
best and are all crucial to 
our success in the past few 

games,” Coach Rafael Ala-
pont said. “We have bonded 
much more over the past 
few weeks and will continue 
to get better.”

The closure of the pool, 
due to a heating problem 
caused by a broken boiler, 

has put the team back some 
steps with not being able to 
practice in the proper envi-
ronment. 

“It’s been a setback, but 
so far we’ve been able to 
deal with it,” said junior set 

Mackenzie Rosenthal. 
The team has been 

holding practices at West 
Valley’s pool to get in as 
much practice as they 
can. They even held land 
practices to stay in shape 
for the upcoming games. 

Also, the team has 
had to move its home games 
to the opposing teams high 
school because of the pool 
shutdown. 

“We are moving on the 
right track and just need 
to take it one problem at a 
time,” Alapont said. u
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Falcons overcome biggest rival: Cupertino Pioneers
girls’ volleyball

As the matches continue, the 
girls’ volleyball team has only 
grown stronger and more ac-
customed to the younger play-
ers on the team.  As of Oct. 14, 
they remain undefeated in the 
El Camino league with a record 
of 5-0 despite preseason strug-
gles.

The result has been one-sid-
ed competition against most of 
the schools they have played. 
However, the team anticipat-
ed a match against last year’s 
league champion Cupertino 
High School to be a tougher 

match than most.
“Cupertino is definitely one 

of the biggest matches of the 
year,” junior outside hitter Sara 
Parden said. “They’ve sort of 
become our rival in the last few 
years since they’re the one team 
we can’t beat.”

The team had not been able 
to come out on top over Cuper-
tino since joining the El Camino 
league in 2010.

But on the other hand, the 
team’s win to loss ratio has 
been steadily increasing each 
year since then.

“Last year just adds to the 
rivalry,” Parden said. “[The 

game] was so close and this 
year we want to redeem our-
selves and win.”

This year, in the first match 
against Cupertino on Oct. 8, the 
teams played closely, but Sara-
toga was finally able to over-
come Cupertino in four games.

In the match-ups against both 
Los Gatos and Notre Dame, the 
team faced lopsided defeats in 
the preseason, which initially 
dampened morale and enthu-
siasm for the season. But hard 
work, dedication and support 
from coach Brad Fredrickson 
pulled the players through to 
strengthen the confidence they 

had as a team.
“It’s a really emotional 

sport,” senior outside hitter Ju-
lia Lee said. “It takes a lot out of 
you. But it’s worth it. It’s worth 
the frustration, tears and stress 
because it’s something that 
we’re passionate about.”

The team’s strength is evi-
dent as it is the current leader in 
the El Camino league. 

“The next match against Cu-
pertino will be on Oct. 29,” ju-
nior defensive specialist Cathe-
rine Tang. “And if we win that, 
then we should go undefeated 
for the rest of the season and 
make CCS easily. u 

BY TrungVandinh

Problems mount for struggling Falcons
girls’ field hockey

BY IngridHong

We have bonded much 
more over the past few 

weeks and will continue to 
get better.

coach Rafael Alapont

The combination of 
small numbers and lack 
of veteran players has 

contributed to the strug-
gles the team is having.

Junior Christina Crolla steals the ball from a Wildcat at the Sept. 16 game against St. Ignatius High School.

BY AdityaChaudhry

scoreboard
Oct. 3
Saratoga 3, Santa Clara 0 
The team dominated as its se-
niors lead the attack. Outside 
hitter Julia Lee lead the attack, 
while senior setter Katelyn Mol-
lahan did a fantastic job setting 
up her teammates.

Oct. 8
Saratoga 3, Cupertino 1
After losing 3-2 last year in a 
fight for the League title, Sara-
toga came ready to win. This 
marks their first win against the 
Pioneers in the last few years. 

TALISMAN//KATHERINESUN
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Runners beat personal records
Cross Country

On Sept. 24, the cross country runners 
ran their second SCVAL meet at Crystal 
Springs. With 54 runners entered, the 
team amassed a total of 19 new personal 
records. 

The girls’ team finished 10th out of 13 
schools. Sophomore Kimberly Chen led 
the way with a time of 21:35 in the 2.95-
mile course.

Several girls achieved personal re-
cords this meet, including freshman 
Alice Bian and Ami Nachiappan, soph-
omore Stephanie Law, and juniors Chris-
tine Schlossareck and Cindy Cheung.

“The team really has improved,” 
Schlossareck said. “Lots of girls have 
had personal records. At one race we’ve 
had 11 girls PR.” 

Like the girls, the boys’ team finished 
10th. Sophomore Stephen Law ran the 
fastest on the team with a time of 18:38.

The boys brought several personal 
records back as well, including Law, 
sophomores Alexander Acharya, Mi-
chael Ren, Luke Salin and juniors Aditya 
Aggarwal and Andrew Chen.

According to junior Kyle Yuen, 
the boys are planning to build upper 
strength in order to have extra power 
when sprinting the ends of races.

“Cross country runners are not typi-
cally known for [upper body strength],” 
Yuen said. “However, it’s actually really 
important to build it to maintain good 
posture and build up extra power.”

On Oct. 9, the team competed in the 
Saratoga Tri-Meet against Lynbrook 
High School and Prospect High School.

Junior Steven Sum had the fastest 
time at the meet, running a 9:52 for the 
two-mile course. Senior Andrew Bryan 
ran the second-fastest time on the team, 
with a 10:48.

The boys’ varsity team placed sec-
ond at the meet, behind Lynbrook. The 
girls’ varsity team also placed second, 
with Chen at the lead, running a time 
of 13:01. 

The girls worked extremely hard to 
be successful at this meet. 

“We did a lot of track workouts that 
helped us succeed at the meet, and 
helped us be the best we could be,” ju-
nior Sherrilyn Ling said.

However, the team was plagued with 
injuries that hindered their progress.

“A lot of our runners could not do as 
well because of their injuries, but many 
of them were still able to [get a personal 
record],” junior Michelle Luo said.  

The team will compete in its third 
SCVAL meet at Baylands Park on Oct. 
22. u

BY MeganaIyer
& MayaRavichandran

Team fails to live up to last year’s expectations
As the season progresses for the girls’ 

golf team, opponents have shown to be 
tougher and more experienced than in 
the previous years. 

The team suffered difficult losses in 
the season’s first matches with Palo Alto 
and Gunn, but came out strong towards 
the end with wins against Wilcox and 

Monta Vista. 
What’s been happening is that some 

weaker teams last year have made an 
unforeseen comeback this year, creating 
difficulties for the Falcons.

“[The season has gone] roughly how 
I had expected … except for our loss 
against Homestead, where we lost by 
only three strokes,” junior No. 1 golfer 
Vivian Roan said. 

Apart from more difficult competi-
tion, the team’s difficulties may be be-
cause players on the team have had 
trouble bouncing back from difficulties 
on the course.

“[The problem] is that after we have 
a bad shot we don’t shake it off, and in-
stead [we] keep on thinking about that 
past shot,” said sophomore Carrie Chen, 
who usually plays No. 5.

Nevertheless, the team’s goal of mak-
ing Santa Clara league finals is still at-
tainable. 

Coach David Gragnola said he is con-
fident that the team will end the season 
7-7 with a last match October 14 against 
Montavista and Wilcox.

“The team has done fine as our goal 
was to get to league finals and I think we 
will make it,” Gragnola said.  u 

BY OksanaTrifonova

Girls’ Golf

Boys’ Water Polo

Falcons continue to crush tough opponents
The Falcons are off to an unprecedent-

ed start, holding a 15-0 record as of Oct. 
10. This is an impressive record consid-
ering the team lost players early in the 
season due to injury, including junior 
hole set Miles Mackenzie, who missed 
the first two games. 

Senior utility and co-captain Stephen 
Cho sees continued growth in the team. 

“Overtime, we’ve grown stronger as 
a team and a lot of players have stepped 
up to fill in key roles,” Cho said. 

The successful start has been a little 
unexpected even with the team’s talent.

“We are surprised at how well we’ve 
been doing so far,” senior driver Patrick 
Wang said. “We knew we were going to 
be good, but didn’t expect an undefeat-
ed start.”

However, the team has been steadily 
improving.

“We are a pretty fast team overall, 
and are progressing more on our actu-
al plays,” senior driver and co-captain 
Cameron Borch said.

Added Cho: “We definitely need to 
work on passing and limiting our turn-
overs. But aside from that the team mo-
rale is really high.” 

The success is something the team is 
looking to build on. They hope to main-
tain an impressive record up until CCS.

The Falcons’ next two games are 
against Wilcox on Oct. 22 and Oct. 29, 
with both being away games. With Wil-
cox being a tough opponent and league 
rival, these games will not come easy. 

“Of course we want to stay unde-
feated,” Wang said. “I think we can do 
it, and so far so good.” u

BY JonathanYoung

Seniors Stephen Cho and Patrick Wang and junior Kia Hosseinian attend practice on Sept 5.
FALCON // DAVID SPARKMAN
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At halftime of the football game 
against Mountain View on the evening 
of  Oct. 4, seniors Ingrid Hong and Nikh-
il Goel, both section editors for The Fal-
con, were crowned Homecoming Queen 
and King. Their victory challenged the 
tradition of enthroning mainly marching 
band members. 

Goel, who is not involved in the 200-
plus member band but is the ASB presi-
dent, said he was surprised upon his 
coronation as “it’s been the trend for 
many years for band members to win.” 

He had expected senior twins Lauren 
Casey-Clyde and Tim Casey-Clyde to 
claim the throne. 

“They are drum majors, and so they 
have the whole band vote,” Goel said. 
“On top of that, people, including my-
self, thought it would have been really 

awesome since they are related.”
Goel thinks that this year’s results 

show a change in school culture. 
“I think the power of band is weaken-

ing,” Goel said. “Band isn’t voting as a 
block; members are voting separately.”

Queen Hong also found her win sur-
prising; even more so than Goel, judging 
from her new Facebook profile picture, 
where she stands beside King Goel, cov-
ering her mouth in sincere shock. 

“I thought it would be either Lauren 
or Jennie [Werner],” Hong said. “I was  
honored to be in top three, but winning 
was just unimaginable.”

The tides once favor-
ing the marching 
band may be turn-
ing. This time, 
they are surging 
toward a small 
group, the Falcon 
staff. No complaints here! u

BY NupurMaheshwari
& GitikaNalwa

Lauren Louie

HALLowEEN PuNs

Sticky situation. what do you 
call two spiders that just got 
married? Newlywebbed.

Fang-tastic. what do vam-
pires spend their time doing? 
Look for their necks victim. 

Freaky fashion. where do 
fashionable ghosts shop? 
Bootiques.

Bone dry humor. what do 
skeletons say before they be-
gin dining? Bone appetit!

Stealing souls. why was the 
ghost in jail? He was arrested 
for possession.

Spirits. what is a ghost’s 
favorite type of drink? 
Boooooze.

Ghoul footwear. what type 
of shoes do ghosts wear? 
Boooots.

One with nature. why does 
the wolf meditate? To be-
come an aware wolf.

Italians. what does the Ma-
fia eat on Halloween? Fet-
tucinni Afraid-o.

Smashing pumpkins. what 
do you get when you drop a 
pumpkin? squash.

topten

My soaked, muddy sneakers hit 
the jungle floor with a splash as 
I slid off of Kai’s back. Kai, a 16-

year old, 5,400-pound captive elephant, 
was my companion during my 
trip to Phuket Island, Thailand 
this past summer. After spend-
ing a day together trekking 
through a remote jungle and 
exploring the secrets hidden 
within a canopied forest, Kai 
opened my eyes to the remark-
able realm of elephants.

When I first saw Kai at a 
local elephant reserve on Mai 
Khao Beach, he seemed to ra-
diate an immensely powerful 
aura, and the vibe I perceived from him 
was overwhelmingly powerful. 

Intimidated by his tremendous size, I 
approached cautiously. Yet with no hesi-
tation, he casually sauntered toward me, 
hips swaying, trunk swinging from side 
to side and every muscle in his great body 
churning under his thick skin. When his 
big brown eyes met mine, I saw a friend-
ly gaze that captured my heart. 

As we prepared to set out for the trek, 
I was faced with a challenge. Because I 
am a horseback rider, mounting a horse 
comes naturally. But having no saddle, 
stirrup or horn to pull myself up, I was 
dumbstruck as to how I was going to 
climb onto his 8-foot tall body. 

To my relief, Kai raised his thick left 

leg and bent it to act as a stairway step. 
I couldn’t contain my smile as I stepped 
onto his wrinkled thigh and climbed 
onto his neck. 

The sky dimmed gray as we 
set out to Mangrove Forest. In 
less than one hour, the dread-
ed rain poured down, drench-
ing my clothes and hair. Fran-
tically, I dug out the portable 
umbrella in my backpack. To 
my horror, it slipped from my 
hands and landed in a puddle 
on the dirt. 

Suddenly, Kai stopped in 
his tracks and turned his great 
head to the right. Extending his 

trunk, Kai scooped the umbrella from 
the puddle and handed it to me. 

I couldn’t believe it. I no longer cared 
about the hail-sized raindrops soaking 
my face, but I was overcome with appre-
ciation and trust for this gentle giant. 
We continued to follow the trail, and I 
noticed he was careful with every step 
he took, avoiding small plants and flow-
ers. His enormous ears flapped against 
my legs, and he paused every so often 
only to eat a small patch of grass. 

As we emerged from the forest, a faint 
rainbow painted the sky. In that moment 
I remember humming the theme song 
“You’ve Got a Friend In Me” from the 
movie “Toy Story.”

We trekked down a sand path that 

led to the Andaman Sea. I let out a gasp 
when I saw the water. Never had I seen 
waves so white and clear. It was breath-
taking, and I felt blessed to share the 
view with Kai. 

As if he read my mind, Kai knelt 
down on the yellow sand, and I hopped 
off his back. Taking out a banana I had 
brought from the resort, I split it in half 
and we shared it. Of course, he inhaled 
his half in one quick gulp.   

As we sat  side by side on the sand, I 
noticed deep scars on his right ear. Per-
haps they were from a standoff with an-
other male or an effort to defend himself 
from a predator. But my heart was too 
heavy to imagine they might have been 
caused by humans.  

Statistics show that it is possible for 
Asian elephants to become extinct in 
less than 12 years. There are only four 
ways left for them to survive: begging 
in city streets, illegal logging and labor, 
performing in circus acts and working at 
tourist camps. With many risks includ-
ing injuries, starvation, contamination 
of food and work overload, Asian el-
ephants may suffer the same fate as the 
wooly mammoth did 5,000 years ago. 

After my encounter with Kai and 
other elephants, I’ve come to realize that 
elephants have individual personalities, 
similar to those of humans. 

English poet John Donne said, “Na-
ture’s great masterpiece, an elephant, 

is the only harmless great thing.” El-
ephants form close-knit relationships, 
remember those who have made an im-
pact on their lives and can even die from 
a broken heart. 

The similarities with humans do not 
stop there. During my trip I witnessed 
an elephant shoot hoops with more accu-
racy than some of the players on the bas-
ketball team. Another elephant solved a 
simple addition problem that had even 
the audience duped at first.

The question then becomes: are we 
happy to suppose that our grandchildren 
may never be able to see an elephant ex-
cept in a picture book? 

Although elephant reserves and pro-
tection programs around the world are 
putting in efforts to stop elephant labor 
and cruelty, it has not been enough to be 
promising for the future. 

My day with Kai came to an end as I 
slid off his back. Walking in front of him, 
I was sprayed with what I thought was 
water. People nearby could not contain 
their laughter after I realized he had 
sneezed on me. 

It was awkward as I extended my 
arms to hug him goodbye. The only part 
I could wrap my arms around was one 
of his legs. But he wrapped his trunk 
around my waist and pulled me in for 
a hug. Laughing as I gave him a kiss on 
the cheek, I knew it was a heartwarming 
moment that I will treasure forever. u 
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FeeLin’ friendly

snapshots

TOGA ROYALTY: Ingrid Hong (12) and 
Nikhil Goel (12) are crowned Home-
coming Queen and King during halftime 
of  the game on Oct. 4. 

POETRY IN MOTION: Samuel Liu (12) 
waltzes with English teacher Catherine 
Head in her AP Literature class to learn 
about poetry. 

FLOUR FINISH: Senior guys top off their 
dance during the Senior Quad Day on 
Oct. 4 by tossing flour into the air. 

MUCH TO DO: Sarah Traina (9) and 
Blake Propach (11) practice the fall 
play “Much Ado About Nothing” which 
opens on Oct. 19. 
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