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Kick-off dance tests 
anti-freaking policy

Besides the freshman 
class of 2017, there is anoth-
er addition to the school’s 
campus that has caught the 
eye of students and teachers 
alike. 

To kick off the new Red 
Pride campaign, the Benny 
Pierce turf field was disman-
tled during the summer and 
replaced with a high-tech 
turf field. The new field was 
paid for by private donors 
and fundraising at a cost of 
$600,000. With the new Cool 
Play infield, the temperature 
of the turf should be about 
15 to 30 degrees cooler than 
the previous turf.

“The new field is an in-
tegral part of the project be-
cause more than 75 percent 
of the school will be able to 
use this new high tech field,” 

said district board member 
Katherine Tseng said. She is 
also on the Red Pride Cam-
paign committee.

Senior football player 
Christian Lee likes the new 
look of the turf and feels 
that it helps him perform at 
a higher level.

“I really like the old style 
Falcon,” Lee said. “I also feel 
that with the new turf I can 
feel a better grip, and I feel 
more comfortable because 
it’s a bit cooler than the old 
turf.”

Although Lee thinks the 
new turf is better than the 
old, he doesn’t feel that it 
will really impact the team’s 
play.

“It’ll help with really hot 
practices, but practicing and 
studying film are the biggest 
contributors to how well we 
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School boosts API 
score by 6 points

ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE

The school’s 2013 API (Ac-
ademic Performance Index) 
score, released in early Sep-
tember, rose six points from 
the 2012 school year, from 932 
to 938 out of 1000 points.

According to principal 
Paul Robinson, the rise in the 
school’s API is a result of high-
er Algebra 1 scores, as well as 
a 30-point increase by special 
needs students. Also, he said 
other areas maintained the 
same score as last year or in-
creased.

Other schools in the Bay 
Area including Lynbrook (942) 
and Monta Vista (956) scored 

BY AtirathKosireddy
& HelenChen

ahead of Saratoga High in API 
scores, but have seen slight de-
creases in their scores in recent 
years. Los Gatos High School 
also decreased from 886 to 883 
points. 

According to San Jose Mer-
cury News, Cupertino (906) is 
the only top local school that 
made similar progress as Sara-
toga.

Robinson expressed his 
wishes for what he would like 
to see concerning the school’s 
API.

“I just really hope to see 
that students give a great effort 
and that we continue to sup-
port students in improving in 
areas that are challenging for 
them,” Robinson said. u

BY NikilRamanathan
& DerekSun

More than 150 students 
danced the night away at the 
school’s Luau-themed kick-
off dance in the quad on Aug. 
23. This year, the administra-
tion enacted a new “face-to-
face” dance policy, resulting 
in an increase in freshman 
attendance but also a de-
crease in upperclassman at-
tendance.

Assistant principal Kevin 
Mount explained this year’s 
“face-to-face” dancing policy: 
“The policy now is there’s no 
freaking allowed at all. We 
want kids to dance face-to-
face, and we feel like that’s 

appropriate for a school func-
tion.”

Many students were caught 
off guard by what seemed to 
be a sudden change in the 
school’s dance policy. 

“No one really knows 
what to do then because all 
they did was freak,”  fresh-
man Sylvia Lee said. 

However, administrators 
said that they have been dis-
cussing the “freaking,” a pop-
ular style of dance where girls 
bend over into a boy’s crotch 
and gyrate in a side-to-side or 
circular movement, issue for 
some time now. 

In addition, principal Paul 

New turf, 
new pride  

Senior wide receiver Grant Faylor carries the football on the 
newly laid $600,000 turf during a varsity practice on Sept. 3.
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National Merit names 32 
seniors as semifinalists

news
briefs

Truth Teen Live assembly makes mark
“If you’re not making a difference,” speaker Erahm 

Christopher said during the Truth Teen Live assembly on 
Sept. 6, “what are you doing?”

“Nothing!” was the synchronized response of the entire 
audience in the McAfee Center.

For the first time, sophomores and juniors also attend-
ed the assembly, instead of only freshmen. Each grade had 
the presentation for an hour and a half; freshman first, 
then sophomores and finally juniors. Parents were invited 
to a Truth Teen Live parent edition the previous night. 

Many students found Christopher’s message of the ev-
eryone’s impact on others relevant and inspiring.

“We shouldn’t live by the standards of others,” sopho-
more Joseph Eschen said to Christopher’s message.

Christopher also mentioned the idea of interconnected-
ness within our community, saying “intrapersonal con-
nections make communities stronger.”

Eschen said the message was “compelling.”
“We need to stand up for our school, stand up and 

make our mark,” said Eschen.

—Helen Chen

On Aug. 30, leadership announced this year’s Home-
coming theme: videogames. The senior class picked 
“Super Mario Bros.,” juniors picked  “Pokemon,” sopho-
mores picked “Pacman” and the freshmen were left with 
“Club Penguin.” 

The theme came about as Homecoming commission-
ers senior Lauren Lin and junior Amanda Le strived for a 
new angle this year.

“[Le] and I met up over the summer and went through 
a bunch of themes, and videogames was the one that 
seemed the most different,” Lin said. 

The festivities start Sept. 30 with each class perform-
ing their quad days consecutively throughout the week, 
ending with the senior’s quad day on Friday. The week 
will round out with the football game on Oct. 4 and the 
homecoming dance on Saturday, Oct. 5. 

—Lauren  Louie

Homecoming themes announced 

	 	 	Senior	Stephen	Cho	pumps	up	the	crowd	on	Aug.	23	at	the	first	rally	of	the	year.FIRST RALLY

picturethis

falconfigures

During tutorial on Aug. 23, 
about 1,000 students packed 
into the walls of the Large 
Gym as the room buzzed 
in anticipation for the first 
rally of the year. 

The rally began with 
senior and head Rally 
Commissioner Bronwen 
Bowen and seniors Tony 
Capek and Clark Rothen-
berg taking center stage 
dressed in Hawaiian 
clothing in preparation 
for the kick-off dance lat-
er that evening. But suddenly, 
the scene shifted as the three 
seniors traveled back in time 
to Saratoga High in the ‘70s.

“We were kind of stuck 
on what theme we would 
choose,” Capek said. “We had 
the games pretty much de-
cided and threw out a whole 

bunch of ideas until finally the 
group decided on using ‘70s 
theme.”

Before the games began, 
however, the rally commission 
put on a group dance that cap-
tured the ‘70s theme. 

“I probably enjoyed the 
dance and skit they did at the 
beginning the most,” sopho-

more Tyler Yoshihara said. 
“[In the future, they] just need 
to keep incorporating students 
into the rallies and come up 
with some new games.”

The games started and 
students competed for class 
points, now measured by the 
thermometers at the back of 

the gym. The seniors won the 
class chant competition but 
were defeated by the sopho-
mores when their duo was 
able to pop a balloon using 
their chests. 

“The rally really brought 
our class together at the begin-
ning of the year,” senior Pat-
rick Wang said. “It was a good 

preview of what this year 
will be like.”

The intensity picked 
up when the four classes 
competed in an aggressive 
version of Steal the Bacon, 
in which the game resulted 
in the freshmen coming out 
on top and beating out the 
other three classes.

During each competi-
tion, each class was enthu-
siastically cheering on their 

fellow classmates and display-
ing school spirit from up in the 
stands.

“I think it went well, the en-
ergy was great,” Bowen said. 
“That’s something we want to 
keep building up throughout 
the year, along with improving 
the games.” u

‘70s-themed rally successful 
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           —Helen Chen

The rally really brought our 
class together and allowed 
us to show school spirit.  It 
was a good preview of what 

this year will be like.

senior Patrick Wang

Thirty-two seniors gathered 
in the library research center, 
called in for a mysterious rea-
son by the guidance depart-
ment on Wednesday, Sept. 4. 
However, they soon found out 
that they weren’t in trouble 
but instead had qualified as 
National Merit Semifinalists.

The National Merit Schol-
arship Corporation names 
the top PSAT test takers as 
National Merit Semifinalists; 
out of over 1.5 million stu-
dents who took the test, about 
15,000 students nationwide 
are named semifinalists. The 
32 seniors are part of a select 
group of students who scored 
in the top 1 percent of last Oc-
tober’s PSAT.

“Theoretically, schools our 
size should have about three 

National Merit semifinal-
ists,” assistant principal Brian 
Safine said. “The fact that we 
have thirty-two — ten times 
what we should be getting — 
is remarkable.”

After qualifying as semi-
finalists, the seniors have the 
opportunity to apply for Na-
tional Merit finalist status. To 
do this, semifinalists must sub-
mit their transcript, a school 
administrator recommenda-
tion letter, SAT test scores and 
a personal essay. 

A total of 8,300 students will 
be notified in February of their 
finalist status. Finalists are eli-
gible for $2500 National Merit 
scholarships, corporate-spon-
sored scholarships and college 
sponsored scholarships. 

The school has had a long 
history of producing National 
Merit scholars, and this year 
proves to be no exception.

“It’s a testament to the hard 
work of our students and staff 
and support of the parents,” 
Safine said. “It continues to 
amaze me how our students 
achieve at such a high 
level.” u

Honors

Comedy Sports season to kick off

Tomorrow, the first Comedy Sportz night will be held 
in the Thermond Drama Center. Organized by senior dra-
ma student Ehrland Hollingsworth, the improvisational 
comedy show has been a success for several years.

“We’ve done this for the past couple years now, and 
it’s been pretty successful,” Hollingsworth said, “so hope-
fully we’ll do well this year too.”

Comedy Sportz consists of two teams of drama stu-
dents and other comedy aficionados, named “actletes,” 
in a fast paced competition for the referee and audience’s 
approval. A subject is given by the referee or an audience 
member, and the teams have to come up with a skit or 
game that relates to it.

The event is one week after the drama department’s 
student production, “The Importance of Being Earnest.”

—Rotem Shaked

BY NickChow
& KarenSung
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The Semifinalists
Allison Chang, Andrew Chang, 
Edgar Chen, Jeffrey Y. Chen, 
Nolan Chen, Tommy Chiou, 
Nick Chow, Cristina Curcelli, 
Austin Du, Robert Eng, Sarah 
Finley, Jeremy Goldman, Alvin 
Huang, Nina Jayashankar, Pri-
yanka Krishnamurthi, Evan Lee, 
Lauren M. Lin, Sherry Lin, Justin 
Liu, Samuel Liu, Akshay Mad-
hani, Sanj Nalwa, Alex Renda, 
Maya Srinivasan, Derek Sun, 
Maggie Sun, Karen Sung, Raj 
Thakker, Nelson Wang, Julianne 
Wey, Yuen Yang and Solon Zhu. 

firSt rally 
StartS year 
on high note
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This year, the administra-
tion has altered the school at-
tendance policy, making the 
consequences for cuts and tar-
dies more severe.

“[The policy] was changed 
because our data clearly 
showed that our number one 
discipline issue at Saratoga 
High is attendance,” assistant 
principal Kevin Mount said. 

Last semester, the attendance 
office noticed around 5,000 sin-
gle-period cuts. Administrators 
decided that something had to 
be done.

“The most important ingre-
dient to being successful is be-
ing in class,” Mount said. “So, 
I think that what we needed to 
do was sharpen the attendance 
policy.”

Tardies and cuts were a per-
sistent and ever-growing prob-
lem at the school. 

The new policy ensures that 
a student who receives any-
where from one to three tardies 
across their schedule may re-
ceive a teacher assigned conse-
quence, a lunch detention or an 
after school detention. There 
are similar consequences for 
cuts. 

Instead of just one Saturday 
school after three cuts in one 
class, there will now be more 
immediate, direct consequenc-
es, such as detention for each 
cut.

“[Lunchtime detentions are] 

probably, for upperclassmen, a 
big deterrent as they like going 
off campus during lunch — it’s 
one of the perks of being an up-
perclassman,” Mount said. 

The administration has also 
come up with other ways to 
encourage compliance with the 
new school attendance policy, 
such as after-school detention 
for students who are involved 
in after-school sports. 

Junior Dan Kawadri said the 
revised policy is much tougher 
than before. 

“The new policy leaves little 
room for the occasional traffic 
stall or accidental sleep-in,” 
Kawadri said. “However, I do 
believe it’ll give students more 
of an incentive to get to their 
classes.”

Junior Supriya Khandekar 
believes that the changes are 
for the better. 

“I think that although it 
is definitely stricter than last 
year’s policy, it will motivate 
students to take attendance 
more seriously,” Khandekar 
said. 

The administration ac-
knowledges that students will 
probably discipline themselves 
better, since the punishments 
are targeted at taking time 
away from activities that stu-
dents enjoy.

“It’s something they prob-
ably don’t want to have to 
explain to their coach — that 
I wasn’t at practice on time to-
day because I got in trouble for 
cutting class,” Mount said. 

Saturday schools in the 
previous system, Mount ex-
plained, were not effective.

“What do you do on week-
ends? You study, right?” Mount 
said. “So, Saturday School isn’t 
something that kids get all up-
set about. They think, ‘Oh, I’ll 
just get it over with and do my 
studying at the same time.’”

Students could previously 
cut all their classes on a Fri-
day, a Monday and a Tuesday 
and still escape serious trouble. 
With the old policy, three cuts 
merited a Saturday school.

“You got a five-day week-
end and nothing would hap-
pen,” Mount said. 

Under the new policy, any 
cut is one cut too many. 

“We want kids to be in class, 
and so we’re trying to find an-
other way to motivate kids, and 
hold kids accountable for being 
in class,” Mount said. “That’s 
the whole arithmetic of it.”u

With the start of the new 
school year underway, the ASB 
is hoping to rid the school of 
dormant clubs, work harder to 
create a positive atmosphere 
on campus and consolidate the 
school’s charitable efforts this 
year.

ASB president senior Nikhil 
Goel said the school is looking 
to pick two 
main charities 
for the year, 
one per semes-
ter.

“[We want] 
to work to-
ward making a 
concrete differ-
ence through 
donations and 
support instead of stretching 
ourselves thin with 20 different 
charities,” he said.

Aside from creating a bet-
ter atmosphere and working to 
help the community, the ASB 
has also decided to make sev-
eral other changes.

Clubs commissioner senior 
Grace Ma said that this year 
the ASB hopes to be a lot strict-
er with clubs. 

“We are also trying to make 
sure there is a diversity [of 
clubs] on campus,” Ma said. 
“We’re trying to combine [sim-
ilar] clubs.”

Additionally, the ASB has 
been setting new guidelines, 
creating new forms and mak-

ing the club-creation process a 
lot clearer.

“I think that creating a 
slightly altered procedure 
will help new presidents and 
clubs,” Ma said.

Ma also said that clubs 
should have a clear mission 
statement as well as goals for 
meetings, if they want to con-
tinue on as they are.

“We’ve noticed there’s not 
much content in terms of a 

lot of club 
meetings,”

T h i s 
year, how-
ever, she 
explained 
that she is 
hoping to 
see club 
presidents 
step up 

and include more activities 
during meetings. 

ASB vice president Anup 
Kar said making sure every 
club is following through on 
what they are doing will “help 
make club day more legiti-
mate.”

Overall, the ASB hopes to 
make changes in regards to 
charities, school attitude, and 
clubs that will create a better 
vibe on campus this year.

“School is tough and we 
want to remind people about 
how fortunate we are to have 
what we have and work to-
wards spreading more joy,” 
Board Representative senior 
Manini Desai said. u

ASB strengthens 
clubs, atmosphere

STUDENT GOVERNMENT

BY MeganaIyer
& NupurMaheshwari

Administration cracks down 
on student tardies and cuts

SchOOl pOliciES

BY GitikaNalwa
& HelenWong

  School is tough and we 
want to remind people 

about how fortunate we 
are. 

senior Manini Desai

A year from yesterday, a student 
at our school died. She was, by all ac-
counts, a complex, loved girl who had 
once wanted to travel the world and fly. 
But her life changed when she was al-
legedly sexually assaulted by those that 
had been her friends — friends who took 
pictures of the event — and her life end-
ed in suicide.

Today, two of the students charged 
as part of the sexual assault are back at 
school — walking the same hallways that 
then-sophomore Audrie Pott had once 
wandered. The school she had attended 
is more or less the same, unchanged but 
for an aberration to its sterling record. 

At the same time, the fallout from her 
death has only expanded a year later. 

Two legal cases currently exist. One, 
a wrongful death civil suit; the other, the 
criminal case dealing with the alleged 
sexual assault. 

In the civil case, the family has since 
named the three boys’ parents, the own-
ers of the house where the party took 
place (since settled out of court), and a 
then-sophomore girl — ”Jane C.” — who 
is accused of abetting the sexual assault. 

The Pott family has also filed a legal 
claim against the Los Gatos Saratoga 
Union High School district for alleged 
negligence in dealing with Pott’s bully-
ing before and after the assault, reserving 
their right to legal action until October. 
Whether or not the family will follow 
through with a lawsuit is unknown. 

The district has denied that Pott re-
ported any bullying, though the family 
claims to have met with the administra-
tion a year before Pott’s death to discuss 
their daughter’s being bullied. The re-
cord of that meeting, if it did occur, has 

been lost. 
Principal Paul Robinson, much ma-

ligned in the national media but defend-
ed at home, told the San Jose Mercury 
News last September that the notion that 
bullying contributed to Pott’s death was 
"as far from the truth as it can be."

Last spring, sources close to Pott told 
The Falcon that allegations that her sui-
cide was related only to the sexual as-
sault were untrue — as were claims that 
said that bullying played no role. 

Rather, these students cited bully-
ing that Pott experienced, largely at the 
hands of her female friends. Friends also 
spoke of Pott experiencing periods of 
depression. 

Backlash against the Pott family from 
residents who felt unfairly vilified fol-
lowed the legal actions against the dis-
trict. Some residents felt the family was 
placing the blame onto the school, when 
— one resident said — the fault lies part-
ly on the parents themselves. 

The verbal battle has often pitted the 
Potts against Saratoga, and understand-
ing for the family has dwindled since 
they filed an action against the district. 
Mother Sheila Pott, speaking at an April 
news conference, said of the Saratoga 
mentality, “‘Oh my God, if we get a bad 
reputation, our property values will go 
down.’ It’s that shallow.”

An unanswered question
Last fall, two of the three boys were 

removed from the football team, but not 
from the school — they left in April after 
the arrests. In its response to the accusa-
tions by the Pott family, the district stat-
ed that, among other reasons, the boys 
weren’t expelled from school because 
“while education is a fundamental right, 
participation in sports is a privilege.” 

Yet this claim, under new evidence, 

has been called into question. 
The revocation of sports privileges did 

not extend to the winter season for all of 
the boys. One — identified in the case 
as “John R.” — competed on the wres-
tling team last winter. This may have 
occurred because the boy had shown 
an improvement in character, though it 
is unclear how much the administration 
knew about his actions at that time. 

Members of the wrestling team had 
heard about John R.’s alleged actions, 
but one student — citing how wrestling 
is more of an individual sport — said 
that few really took notice or cared that 
John R. was still on the team. 

A flurry of subpoenas
Alleging a cover-up by the admin-

istration, Pott family attorney Robert 
Allard has issued several subpoenas to 
both students and teachers at Saratoga.

Even The Falcon was accused of 
working with the administration to 
“rebut a claim of a ‘viral’ distribution,” 
when reporters wrote stories question-
ing the supposed viral distribution of 
the illicit photos.

Three Falcon staff members, junior Sa-
brina Chen and seniors Cristina Curcelli 
and Samuel Liu, were served subpoenas 
in August requesting information about 
two stories written last spring: one head-
lined, “Sources say ‘around 10’ students 
saw illicit photos of Pott,” and an edito-
rial by Liu headlined, “Pott case twisted 
to fit anti-cyberbullying agenda.” 

Allard had said previously, in an ap-
parent misinterpretation of the story, that 
he wished to speak to “the 10 students” 
that The Falcon spoke to that had seen 
the illicit photos. The reporters objected 
to the subpoenas on the basis of report-
ers’ privilege, and the subpoenas have 
since been withdrawn. 

BuzzFeed released an article concern-
ing the successful claim to reporters’ 
privilege on Aug. 29. The case could 
have had severe implications for student 
journalism across the country, if the stu-
dent reporters been deemed unable to 
use reporter shield laws.

In an email to The Falcon’s legal rep-
resentation, Allard said, “Your clients 
know the identities of at least 10 stu-
dents who received those photographs. 
We would like to believe that your cli-
ents were aiding our cause in unveiling 
cyberbullying ... Continued resistance to 
this subpoena fosters cyberbullying.”

Change
Lost in the torrent of lawsuits and vit-

riol is, perhaps, attempts at change on 
the Saratoga campus. Even the return 
of two of the charged students has not 
caused much of a stir on campus — un-
settling, but nothing more than a day’s 
worth of gossip.

The suicide has been viewed as, more 
or less, an aberration, and many look to 
move on than dwell on the tragedy.

“Three people are responsible for the 
recent event that surfaced — no more, 
no less,” then-senior David Zarrin post-
ed on his Facebook wall last spring, in a 
post that received upwards of 150 likes. 
“For those deriding the whole city of 
Saratoga, remember who is actually re-
sponsible ... this community is no less 
amazing than it was before.”

And while those involved walk 
through the school halls again, it’s hard 
not to wonder whether or not anything 
has changed. Students talk, flirt, bully — 
recent election posters were found de-
faced — and bustle to scramble together 
Homecoming decorations. 

Change, wherever or whatever it is, 
has been hard to find. u

Audrie Pott legal case reflection: one year later
BY CristinaCurcelli
& SamuelLiu
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Consequences for tardies
Teacher assigned conse-
quence, lunch detention, or 
after school detention for 1-3 
tardies.

Consequences for cuts
Lunch detentions for each 
cut or  an after-school deten-
tion for those who do school 
sports.

New Attendance Policy
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Intro to Engineering class  
a big hit among students

ROBOTICS

BY MeganaIyer

Freshman Kanika Vora has always 
liked building. For years, she has loved 
to  “make something out of nothing.” 
From swing sets to go-carts, she has al-
ways let her imagination run wild.

To cultivate her interest in building 
and engineering, Vora enrolled in the 
newly created Introduction to Engi-
neering class. 

The class, taught by math teacher Au-
drey Warmuth, helps students “[learn] 
the entire process of coming up with an 
idea, sketching it, and then making it 
happen,” Vora said.

 The class has garnered a lot of inter-
est, with 24-30 stu-
dents in each of the 
two classes.

According to 
Warmuth, Introduc-
tion to Engineering 
teaches students 
the design process 
in engineering.

“Intro to Engi-
neering is a course 
designed to teach 
students in a more 
hands-on way,” 
Warmuth said.

The class is held 
in the old woodshop room, across from 
the music quad and next to the weight 
room.

In the class, students will learn to 
sketch and brainstorm ideas using a 
computer program called Computer 
Aided Design (CAD) to help them.

Additionally, students learn to ap-
ply mathematical concepts to real-life 
problems.

Vora said that at first, she was not 
sure whether she would enjoy the class, 
but decided to try it because of her deep 
interest in building.

“On the first day of school, I decided 

that I made a really good call taking in-
tro to engineering because that was by 
far my favorite class of the day,” Vora 
said. 

She also liked that they were able to 
create something and begin working on 
hands-on projects from the beginning.  
For example, during the first week, stu-
dents were asked to do certain tasks 
such as make an object go the farthest 
distance with limited supplies.

“I liked that the class was not a place 
to sit and take notes,” Vora said.

Freshman Iris Nayki agrees, explain-
ing that she likes learning actively in 
the class, as compared to other core 
classes.

Nayki chose to take 
the class because she 
wants to become an in-
dustrial engineer. 

Because of her love 
for math and science, 
she was excited to take 
a class that had a mix of 
both.

“I think it is amazing 
how engineering plays 
a huge part in every-
thing we do and use,” 
Nayki said.

Nayki’s parents, 
who are both engineers, 

sparked her interest in the field.
“When I was asked what I wanted to 

be when I grew up [when I was young-
er], I would say I wanted to be just like 
my mom, an engineer,” she said.

Vora added that the challenges re-
quired out-of-the-box creativity and 
thinking, and this makes them even 
more interesting. 

Warmuth also said that creativity 
plays a huge part in the course. 

“Some kids are creative in the way of 
engineering and not in fine arts. Intro to 
Engineering helps students be creative 
in that particular niche,” she said. u

On the first day of 
school, I decided that 
I made a really good 

call taking engineering 
because that was by far 
my favorite class of the 

day.

teacher Audrey Warmuth

Around 50 students gathered in the 
quad for an evening of socializing and 
eating at the annual New Student Barbe-
cue on Aug. 15. 

All freshmen, sophomores and juniors 
new to the district mingled with Sarato-
ga students, as principal Paul Robinson 
and assistant prin-
cipal Kevin Mount 
worked the grills, 
and mascots Fred-
die and Fannie, 
the Falcons en-
tertained the new 
students.

The students 
were greeted by 
commissioners and ASB members who, 
after welcoming the new students and 
relaying general information about the 
school, embarked with the students on a 
short school tour. 

The evening ended with an engag-
ing icebreaker game of “The Big Wind 
Blows,” which got all the participants 
up and moving.

For the new students who attended, 
the BBQ turned out to be a valuable tool 
to familiarize themselves with their new 

school. Freshman Sarah Jin, who pre-
viously attended Singapore American 
School, was glad she came and felt that 
it was very helpful.

“Everybody was really open and re-
laxed,” Jin said. “The friends that I made 
at the BBQ really helped me get through 
the first few days of school.”

Freshman Kanika Seth, who went to 
Carden Academy 
of Santa Clara, 
also thought com-
ing to the BBQ 
was a good idea.

“The food was 
really good, and 
everyone was re-
ally helpful,” Seth 
said. “I would 

definitely recommend next year’s new 
students to go.”

Since the middle of July, new student 
head commissioners senior Sana Ali and 
junior Neel Kattumadam have worked 
on making the BBQ as successful as it 
could be.

Commissioners called each of the 
new students one by one to invite them 
to the barbecue. 

Commissioner senior Erica Tran 
thought it was hard work, but was 

worth it.
“Many [students] didn’t pick up, 

and few gave definite responses,” Tran 
said. “However, [I think] it was good to 
contact them through phone since they 
got personal contact with an actual stu-
dent.”

Assistant principal Kerry Monike, 
who is the supervisor for the commis-
sion, believes the BBQ was a huge suc-

cess, and achieved everything it was cre-
ated for. 

“The students showed up and were 
connected quickly to commissioners and 
leaders of the school,” Mohnike said.  
“They were welcomed and were able 
to get a feel for Saratoga High in a 
very friendly environment. I absolutely 
thought it was a huge success.” u

BY CandiceZheng

School year starts with new student BBQ

TALISMAN // KATHERINE SUN

Freshmen Iris Nayki, Kanika Seth and the other 50 new students stand together in a circle.

For the new students who 
attended, the BBQ turned 
out to be a valuable tool 
to familiarize themselves 
with their new school.

BACK TO SCHOOL

NEW CLASSES

Hoping to draw new student engi-
neers and parent volunteers, the Me-
chanical Science and Engineering Team 
(M-SET) held an open house on Aug. 
25. 

The club, led by president senior Mi-
hir Iyer and vice presidents sophomore 
Kabir Manghnani and seniors Ivan 
France and Alex Renda, held the event 
in the robotics corner of the music quad. 
The officers set up stations for people 
interested in rocketry, the FIRST Tech 
Challenge, the TECH Challenge and 
the FIRST Robotics Competition, giv-
ing students a chance to sign up for the 
team before Club Day. The open house 
also provided students and parents an 
opportunity to get clarification on any 
questions that they may have.

To help create excitement for the club, 

every team in M-SET brought out their 
designs. This gave students and parents 
a first-hand experience on the work that 
goes into building each design and the 
end result of all the grueling work.

“The open house went amazingly 
well,”  Manghnani said. “We  were  
packed with excited and enthusiastic 
kids who really wanted to be a part of 
the club.” 

Even though the team is looking for 
new innovative members to help build 
future robots, the team is still currently 
in competition with last season’s robot, 
Tobiko. 

After reaching the semi-finals at the 
Silicon Valley Regional last spring, the 
robotics team hopes to win this year’s 
Cal Games on Oct. 4 and 5. 

“We are doing a lot of prep and  I feel 
confident our robot is ready for any-
thing,” Iyer said. u

BY AdityaChaudhry

M-SET gains interest

Aug. 15 event welcomeS 
50 fledgling fAlconS
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Performers return to the dance floor
Dance TeaM

 After five years, the school’s 
dance team is back and ready 
to bust a move. Seven girls, 
ranging from freshmen to ju-
niors, along with their coach, 
Dinishia Nichols, have been 
working hard to make an 
outstanding impression at 
the upcoming performanc-
es, rallies and competitions.  
 “Since this is the first year 
for the dance team, we hope to 
make a good impression and 
get our name out there so the 
school knows 
who we are,” 
junior co-
captain Joy 
Tang said. 
Other mem-
bers of the 
team are 
f r e s h m e n 
Caroline Li, 
Chih-Shuan 
Hsu and 
Ellen Wu; 
sophomore 
Jenna Chen; and juniors Allison 
Chan and Madison Seagraves.  
 Most of the members have 
an extensive history in dance. 
Tang started dancing with the 
Yaoyong Dance company at the 
age of 5, and junior co-captain 
Seagraves has been dancing 
since she was 3. Seagraves’ 
skilled background in dance will 
help raise the level of intensity 
in the team as well as support 
dancers with less experience.  
 To prepare for the season, 

the girls started practicing 
in July and went to a sum-
mer dance camp at UC San-
ta Cruz. They danced from 
8:30 a.m. to 8:30 p.m., refin-
ing techniques and seeing 
other dance teams in action.
 “Our team is somewhat small 
compared to other teams, but 
it’s the quality that matters, 
not the quantity,” Tang said.
 In addition, the dance team 
has their new coach to help 
them and push them to do 
better. Nichols started as assis-
tant coach of the cheerleading 
team last spring, and has now 

taken over as 
head coach for 
the cheerlead-
ing squad and 
dance team. 
 She balances 
her time to 
teach both 
groups dur-
ing the week, 
s p e n d i n g 
around two 
hours with the 
dance team on 

Tuesdays and Thursdays, and 
the rest of the weekdays with 
the cheer team. The coach-
ing is tough and expectations 
are high, but Tang feels that 
it improves their dancing. 
 “What I like about [Nich-
ols] is that she always pushes 
us to be better and do our best. 
She never settles with what 
looks only OK,” Tang said.
 Although many compare 
the dance team to cheerlead-
ing, there are several major dif-

ferences between the two.  
 The dance team will focus 
on detailed technique and ex-
pressing themselves through 
complex moves that requires 
every member to be flexible. In 
contrast, the cheer team aims to 
fire up crowds at sports events 
and practices difficult stunts 
as well as sharper moves. 
 The girls will begin compe-
titions in October, but specific 
competitions and dates have 

not  been decided by the coach. 
Tang hopes they will compete 
at Nationals in the spring.
 Students will be able to 
see them at rallies and foot-
ball games throughout the 
year. Their first performance 
for the school took place dur-
ing the first rally on Aug. 23. 
 The team danced with 
energy and received a lot 
of positive feedback from 
students and teachers. 

 “I thought they were amaz-
ing,” junior Neha Anand 
said. “It was great to see an-
other new team at school, 
especially since it added to 
the school spirit at the rally.”
 Senior  Jane Chang also  appre-
ciated the team’s performance. 
 “It was pretty obvious to ev-
eryone who saw them that they 
had put a lot of time and effort 
into the team, which is definite-
ly admirable!” Chang said. u

BY AllisonLin
& MeganMacInnes

FALCON // DAVID SPARKMAN

The dance team was performing at the first rally of this school year on Aug 22 Junior co-captain Madison 
Seagraves leads the team to a spectacular first performance for students who attended the rally.

MUSIc DePaRTMenT

Strong start for band as 
marching season begins

  

More than 200 members of 
the band department gathered 
on the lower field at 9 a.m. 
on Aug. 6 to officially kick off 
band camp, spending a gruel-
ing two weeks of 12-hour days 
reviewing marching and music 
basics. 

From 9 a.m. to 9 
p.m., band members 
learned their new field 
show for the upcom-
ing competition sea-
son under the swelter-
ing heat. 

Under the instruc-
tion of Jonathan Pwu, 
Michael Boitz, Travis 
Gould and Paul Lynch, 
the band has seen an influx of 
additional staff to the program 
this year. 

 Lynch, the new visuals di-
rector in charge of coordinating 
the field show and assisting in 
aiding in marching techniques, 
has numerous years of experi-
ence under his belt and former-
ly worked with James Logan 
High School.

“Lynch has an individual-
istic style and is bringing new 
ideas to the band,” sophomore 
flutist Nihar Agrawal said.

Sophomore clarinetist Mi-

chael Guo saw band camp as 
an early welcome for freshmen 
to the high school.

“The two weeks were fun 
because we got to hang out 
with a lot of upperclassmen be-
fore school started,” Guo said. 
“It lets the freshmen walk into 
school on the first day know-
ing more people and feeling 

more comfortable.”
After two weeks of 

hard work, the band 
and Color Guard were 
able to perform the new 
skills they learned in 
band camp at the annual 
“informance,” where 
parents, teachers and re-
cent graduates are able 
to preview the new field 
show. 

The audience was also able 
to participate in the informance 
by coming down to the field 
and taking the place of a band 
member. 

Each section within the 
band performed an individual 
segment before finally coming 
together as a whole ensemble. 
The finale of the Friday night 
performance showcased a 
two-minute preview of “The 
Year Eternal,” the school’s field 
show for the year.

“I thought the informance 
was fantastic, and the kids ac-

complished a lot during the 
showcase,” Boitz said. “All of 
the different elements of the 
band program worked really 
well, and it was a lot of fun 
to show those that came to 
watch.”

The band continues to learn 
and work on its field show with 
weekly practices on Thursday 
nights, Saturdays and Wednes-
day mornings. 

“It’s really fun to learn the 
show drill and see the differ-
ent shapes and forms being 
made on the field,” junior mel-
lophonist Josh Pi said. “I’m re-
ally anticipating when we get 
to see the whole show come to-
gether at the competitions this 
year.”

The band will be attending 
their first competition of the 
year at the Cupertino Tourna-
ment of Bands on Oct. 12. 

Boitz is not concerned with 
trophies or placement when 
it comes to the band’s perfor-
mance in future competitions.

“The awards come along 
with doing, but we really just 
want the kids to feel the exhila-
ration of a great performance, 
and to learn to love music and 
to love the activity,” Boitz said. 
“We would just like the kids to 
walk away knowing that they 
did their best.” u

BY JadeBisht
& GwynevereHunger

Twins refurbish 
car from 1978

Over the last summer, senior 
twins Eric and Kip Ringsrud 
began work on an old 1978 Dat-
sun 280z, which they bought 
off Craigslist 
without an en-
gine.

The plan 
was to re-
store the used 
car and add 
modifications. 
Since the proj-
ect will take a 
long time to 
complete, the two have focused 
on mostly aesthetic and me-
chanical aspects of their to-be-
refurbished car, doing “almost 
all non-engine work, [such 
as modding the] fuel system, 
brakes, seats, interior carpet, 
cleaning, some sweet wheels 
and tires and more.”

In addition to the remodel, 
the plan is to also improve the 
car’s functional ability by in-
stalling the Nissan SR20DET, 
an engine from the 1993 Silvia 
S14, which will soon arrive 
from Japan.

Though the car is far from 
finished, the two have learned 
a lot from this project already, 
having had no previous expe-
rience with engineering aside 
from television, online forums 

and repairs for their own Toy-
ota Tacoma.

They have spent hours and 
will spend hours more try-
ing to learn as much as pos-
sible about car mechanics while 

keeping up with 
their individual 
hobbies such as 
Eric’s track and 
football or Kip’s 
cycling and row-
ing.

“All in all this 
project is super 
fun and satisfy-
ing,” Kip said. “I 

cannot wait to get it running on 
the road!” u

Falcon FocUS

It was great to see 
another new team at 

school, especially since 
it added to the school 

spirit at the rally.

junior Neha Anand

Boitz

Eric Kip

bigideaTH
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What type of car
Old 1978 Datsun 280z.

Restorations being made
Aesthetic and mechanical 
aspects: fuel system, brakes, 
seats, interior carpet, clean-
ing, wheels and tires.

Key Modification
Installing the Nissan SR-
20DET, an engine that just 
arrived from a 1993 Silvia 
from Japan.

Used Car Restoration

BYTrungVandinh
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Robinson said the administration had 
first instituted this policy at Senior Prom 
last spring where they asked students to 
dance face-to-face.

“I know it appears sudden, but we’ve 
been discussing it for a couple of years,” 
Mount said. “I think what really finally 
got to us was conversations we’ve been 
having the last couple years with a vari-
ety of students, who really just don’t feel 
comfortable coming to dances.”

The administration went to history 
classrooms to inform students about the 
newly implemented policy during the 
first week of school. 

“We went out into all the classrooms 
over the last couple of days and let kids 
know that this is where we stand and 
we have some rules around how you 
can dance,” Robinson said. “If we find 
that we need a written policy, then we’ll 
cross that bridge when we get there.”

Mount also believes that the school’s 
dance culture must change in order to 
maintain a safe and positive environ-
ment.

“I think we just finally realized that 
we’ve crossed a line where the dancing 
was so close and so sexualized that we 

just said ‘it’s not working for us,” Mount 
said.

Though there is some disagreement on 
the “face-to-face” dance policy, especial-
ly from the upperclassmen, the purpose 
of this new policy is to provide students 
with a fun, safe environment.

“A lot of girls were talking about how, 
especially younger freshman girls com-
ing in, some of their first dance experi-
ences were just very uncomfortable for 
them to [freak],” Robinson said. 

Despite some opposition to the policy, 
the administration received positive 
feedback from parents and students who 
attended the dance. Yet, several issues 
came up as a result of this new policy.

One issue that arose in response to 
the new policy was the possibility of 
decreased attendance; Many students 
argued that because this dance was so 
awkward, the attendance will further de-
crease at future dances. The first dances 
of each school year usually receive an at-
tendance of around 350 to 450 students, 
but this year’s kickoff dance had a mere 
150 attendants.

Nevertheless, parent chaperone Sunder 
Raj believes that the attendance is will 
eventually increase. 

“I think it’s going to bring out a lot 

more kids,” Raj said. “Maybe not 
now, but I think once they get used 
to it. As these dances go by, I think 
you’re going to see a lot more par-
ticipation.”

But whether or not this new pol-
icy potentially affects attendance, 
the administrators said they will 
remain firm in their decision. 

“If dances become something 
[students] don’t want to participate 
in, we don’t have to have dances,” 
Mount said. “I think as adults, as 
parents, as educators, we just feel 
like it’s just not appropriate for a 
school function.”

Mount said some parents have 
complained about the dancing 
styles for years. Other parents see 
the issue as only the typical ten-
sion that exists between adults and 
teens over self-expression.

Another criticism of the policy 
was its effectiveness. 

At the first dance students 
formed tight groups, in the middle 
of which people were “freaking,” 
some students said. 

Sophomore Ruby MacRae feels 
that cracking down on the dance 
culture isn’t something the admin-
istration should be focusing on. 

“The new face-to-face policy is a 
really immature and stupid way 
of trying to enforce us not to act 
in a sexual fashion,” MacRae said. 
“We are going to find a way to do 
it anyway, no matter whether it’s 
in school or not … And that’s not 
what they should be focusing their 
attention on.”

Some students believe that the policy 
will eventually die.

“It was fun as a one time thing, but I still 
didn’t like the rules,” senior Sahiba Ra-
tra said. “I feel like [the administration] 
is going to try to make [the new face-to-
face policy] stay, but there was such a 
low attendance, which I think will keep 
decreasing, that [the administration] will 
have to remove [the policy].”

Other students found a loophole to 
the face-to-face dancing policy: They 
“freaked” face to face. A number of stu-
dents blamed the DJ for this situation. 

“[The songs] are all freaking music. I 
don’t get it, it’s freaking music,” fresh-
man Sylvia Lee said.

“It’s really awkward: everyone’s just 
kind of standing around,” freshman 
Amy Chiang said. “If they didn’t want 

us to freak, then don’t play 
freaking music.”

Robinson warned that if a breach of 
policy comes to his attention, it will not 
go unpunished. 

“We’re going to give them a warning, 
and if they continue to do it, ultimately 
we’ll just stop having dances,” Robinson 
said.

Despite the controversy on the school’s 
new dance policy, senior Bronwen Bow-
en believes it’s not the actual banning of 
“freaking” that is the issue at hand.

“The reason many people don’t like 
the dance rule is not because they like 
freaking, and they’re mad at about not 
being able to freak. I think it’s because 
[students] are upset about being told 
what to do outside of classrooms,” 
Bowen said. u

DancE  Change in policy

It’s the beginning of the school year 
and new faces and names are every-
where. It’s especially intimidating if 
you’re the new kid. 

Now imagine the first day of school 
in another country, where even the lan-
guage is unfamiliar, let alone the cam-
pus and the students. 

This was the experience for junior 
Corbi Stimmer, who is not only new to 
the school, but also to the U.S. 

He is an exchange student from 
Pöcking, Germany, a small town out-
side of Munich and will be staying here 
for the school year. He is staying with 
the Bedard Family.

So far, Stimmer likes what he has 
seen.

“There are less classes to take here 
and the teachers are a lot nicer, and 
make sure you succeed,” he said. “The 
people here are also a lot nicer than in 
Germany. I really love the weather and 
the environment and the landscape.” 

In Germany, the school days are 
much longer: students take 15 classes 
instead of seven or fewer. 

“The teachers [in Germany] don’t re-
ally care if you have good grades, or if 
you’ll pass the class,” Stimmer said.

However, there are a few downsides 

to his American experience. 
Besides missing his friends and fam-

ily back home, language is an obstacle. 
Stimmer still prefers speaking German.

“School here is harder because of 
English: I don’t understand every-
thing,” Stimmer said.

Fortunately, Stimmer has a talent for 
languages: he speaks French, German, 
English and is currently taking Spanish, 
which has become his favorite subject.

Even after moving to the U.S., Stim-
mer has found the time and effort to 
practice his favorite sport and ultimate 
hobby: soccer. 

He has been playing for 12 years and 
practices five times a week playing on a 
team. In Germany, Stimmer played on 
the Bayern Munich Academy team, a 
program for youth who may eventually 
move on to play for Bayern Munich or 
other German soccer teams.

“It was a lot of fun, but I had an in-
jury and was no longer able to play,” 
Stimmer said.

When he’s not busy with soccer and 
school work, Stimmer likes to hang out 
with friends and meet new people. 

“I love Saratoga and the people 
here,” Stimmer said. “I still have to 
think about it, but it would be really 
nice to study here.” u

*Quotes translated from German by Da-
vid Sparkman. 
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Sophomores Jennifer Chen, Meghan Shah, Sweeya Raj and Ingrid Pan (from left to right) 
mingle with other students in the quad at the kick-off dance on Friday, Aug. 22.

Falcon Focus

Student faces foreign experience
continued from pg. 1

will perform as a team,” Lee said.
Aside from the new turf, a bigger 

plan for the Red Pride campaign is to 
build the Sports Plaza right by the track 
and football field. 

Principal Paul Robinson said that the 
plans for the Sports Plaza are coming 
along well and the construction should 
begin later this year.

“The Sports Plaza architectural draw-
ings are being worked on right now,” 
Robinson said. “We are incredibly close 
to getting everything set.”

The new sports plaza, costing around 
$6 million,  will include new bathrooms, 
food stands and locker rooms and be a 
large upgrade for the current building.

As for the fundraising aspect for the 
plaza, Robinson mentioned that in order 
to have everything that is wanted for the 
Sports Plaza, the Red Pride Campaign is 
still $300,000 short of their goal. u

SporTS  New plaza, turf
bigideaTH
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new turf:
Technologically advanced field with new 
Cool Play infield should lower field tem-
perature by 15-30 degrees.

cost for the new turf:
$600,000 

Sports plaza progress:
Architectural drawings are being made, 
and construction will begin later this 
year.

new aspects of plaza:
It will cost $6 million, include new bath-
rooms, food stands, and locker rooms. 
Fundraising is still underway.

amount short for plaza:
$300,000

red pride campaign

togatalks

senior Jennie Werner

I think it’s great 
that the policy 
makes [more] 
students feel 
comfortable.”

How do you feel about 
the new dance policy?

sophomore Darya Moein

It unfortunately 
reduces 
the amount 
of people 
participating.”

junior Christian Murabito

The policy is a 
damper on my 
rights, yo!”

BY DavidSparkman
& OksanaTrifonova
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This year, California has instituted a 
policy that prohibits schools from post-
ing a required list of school supplies. 

This is because of a lawsuit against the 
state in 2010. Now, free public education 
and the school supplies that come with 
it—at least in theory—
are universally offered to 
students. In Doe v. State 
of California, which be-
gan in September 2010, 
a minor, Jane Doe, de-
manded that the state 
pay fees and purchase 
materials for education-
al activities. The plain-
tiffs signed a settlement 
agreement that requires 
school districts to com-
ply with the law. 

For years, the entire 
country has advertised 
the idea that public 
education provides all 
students with the same 
opportunities. However, 
some parents are unable 
to purchase paper or 
other supplies for their 
children.  With this new 
law, public education becomes free for 
students and their families — the way it 
should be. 

However, while this law helps stu-
dents and families, the state has not pro-
vided schools with sufficient money to 
fund all the supplies. According to the 
California Department of Education, ap-
proximately $8,223 is allocated for each 
K-12 pupil each year. It is not enough 

to cover the additional student school 
supplies along with the annual materi-
als, like microscope slides or whiteboard 
markers. 

Because of this, schools are scram-
bling to figure out how to deal with this 
law. According to a story in the San Jose 
Mercury News, many schools are unsure 
about what they are allowed to ask from 

students since many stu-
dents cannot pay for all 
the necessary supplies.

Additionally, schools 
are expected to pay for 
class field trips and other 
activities that are includ-
ed as part of the school 
curriculum. Most of these 
trips are expensive — ac-
cording to the Mercury 
News, they can cost up 
to $350. 

Out-of-state trips for 
competitions or sports 
can cost even more. Since 
parents are not contribut-
ing to the price of these 
trips, school funds are 
likely to be rapidly de-
pleting. 

C u r r e n t l y , m a n y 
schools are asking for do-
nations from communi-

ties to supplement funding. In addition, 
it is difficult for Parent Teacher Associa-
tions across the state to scrape together 
enough money to pay for these sup-
plies. 

The teachers are unfairly affected 
since funds at some schools are running 
out. Many of them have had to pay for 
class supplies out of their own pockets. 
They have already suffered enough from 

furlough days over the past years, espe-
cially in low-income districts. Teachers 
are an essential part of the school equa-
tion and should not have to pay for stu-
dents’ supplies. 

To fully benefit most students, the 
state needs to rethink this law. The 
schools must first have enough money 
to properly fund the students.

Additionally, instead of the school 
paying for all supplies and events, 
schools should only be required to pay 
for the necessities: pens, paper, calcula-
tors, folders and the like.

Field trips are a great educational 
supplement, but schools should look 
to donations and fund-raisiers to help 
cover the costs. No video or lecture can 
truly compete with these field trips, but 

schools should not focus primarily on 
funding field trips. 

This law has affected our school as 
well. For example, the English depart-
ment is no longer allowed to charge 
freshmen for grammar books as the 
money now must come from the school 
budget. 

A free public education is a great idea. 
However, it is essential that teachers re-
ceive fair pay and that schools are not 
scrambling to pay for supplies. 

The law needs to be thought through 
more carefully, and the state need to 
make sure that schools have enough 
money to pay for these supplies and that 
teachers and administration are in good 
shape to give students the necessities as-
sociated with a good education. u

Unfortunately, the days of college ap-
plications have come yet again. Seniors 
everywhere are, or soon will be, crying 
over college essays and cramming for 
one last attempt at the SAT. Although 
senior year may seem like a dark and 
bottomless pit, there is one speck of 
light that offers relief: the new and im-
proved Common Application.

The Common Application opened 
on Aug. 1 to both the excitement and 
apprehension of high school students 
all around the world. After completing 
the extremely long and painful registra-
tion process, seniors who had seen the 
old version noticed a complete renova-
tion in the website’s configuration and 
formatting. 

In the new Common App, essay 
length is closely restricted with a mini-
mum word count of 250 words and a 
maximum of 650. In addition, the ex-
tracurricular activity short answer sec-
tion is now eliminated and has been 
replaced by an activities section in the 
registration.

I think what the Common App is try-
ing to tell us is this: quality, not quan-
tity. For many previous seniors who 
filled out the application, the personal 
statement received all of the attention, 
leaving none for the measly 150-word 
activity essay.

The short statement was often thrown 
together last minute, sticking out like an 
ugly weed when compared to its mani-
cured neighbor. Getting rid of the state-
ment altogether not only creates relief 
but also benefits everyone involved. 

The closely monitored word count 

also reinforces the idea of quality, not 
quantity. 

Before the changes, seniors would 
slave over perfecting thousand-plus 
word essays when there was no official 
word cap. Restricting the length of an 
applicant’s essay encourages seniors to 
submit concise but skillful essays. These 
restrictions don’t limit applicants’ cre-
ative freedom, but merely push for 
more succinct pieces.

The most shocking change for most 
seniors was the elimination of the “top-
ic of your choice” prompt and the intro-
duction of five new prompts to choose 
from. 

Before anyone starts whining about 
not being able to write about a favorite 
topic, it pays to look closely at the each 
of the prompts. 

Practically any event or idea can be 
encompassed in one of the five topics, 
not to mention that the first prompt 
reads this: “Some students have a back-
ground or story that is so central to their 
identity that they believe their applica-
tion would be incomplete without it. If 
this sounds like you, then please share 
your story.” 

This is essentially a rephrasing of the 
free-choice prompt, leaving the door 
completely open to any important story 
that needs to be told.  

The new prompts provide guidance 
and loose boundaries for writers, but 
still allow for flexibility.

Although at first glance the Common 
App’s new changes may seem limiting, 
the revisions encourage applicants to 
create pithier essays with a clearer fo-
cus and to hone writing skills crucial to 
school life and beyond.  u

BY CandiceZheng

Saratoga High School is well known 
for its standout academics and excellent 
extracurriculars. However, there is not 
nearly enough school spirit, especially 
for sports. 

An example that epitomizes this 
point: in last year’s CCS football game 
played vs. Aptos High School on our 
home turf, they had more of a crowd 
than we did.

The new Red Pride campaign, which 
has already started with the new foot-
ball field, should 
help change this. 

With a new 
sports plaza sched-
uled to be finished 
by next June, more 
people should be 
inclined to go to 
the school’s sport-
ing events.

The new sports 
plaza will include 
new bathrooms, 
food stands and 
other different ne-
cessities that will make Benny Pierce 
Field a more enjoyable place to watch 
any sports game, not just football. 

This will attract more of a crowd and 
thus help our sports teams. 

Some people may not think that a 
large crowd helps a sports team, but it 
does. 

With a larger crowd, the athletes 
have an extra incentive to play their 
best and do well for the sake of not just 
themselves, but for the entire school 
and community.

Some students think that the money 
that is being used to fundraise this cam-
paign is wasteful and not needed. 

They think that it would be better 
put toward the math, science or music 
departments. 

However, if enough money is raised, 
every field can be refurbished, which 
will contribute to the success of every 
sports team at our school, as well as the 
band and color guard. Another big part 
of the red pride campaign was the re-
furbishing of the track. 

This renovation not only helps 
the school’s run-
ning sports, but it 
helps the commu-
nity as well. The 
track draws people 
from all ages to the 
school. 

A better track 
will benefit all of 
the people from the 
school’s runners, to 
parents who enjoy 
jogging on the track 
in the morning.

SHS does pride 
itself on its academics as a school (which 
it should), but over the years, the school 
has built up a stereotype of being solely 
academic — something that is not true 
at all. 

This view is held by people from 
other schools, as well as some of the 
students at Saratoga, which is not right.

With facilities that will attract more 
people to the sporting events, students 
will be able to see that the school is well 
rounded: great in academics and also in 
athletics. u

BY NikilRamanathan

Red Pride campaign 
helps boost school spirit

Common App essay 
better than before

SHS does pride itself 
on its academics as 
a school (which it 

should), but over the 
years, the school has 

built up a stereotype of 
being solely academic 
— something that is 

not true at all. 

Forcing schools to provide supplies wrong

bigideaTH
E

The lawsuit
Beginning in September 
2010, Jane Doe sued the 
State of California, demand-
ing that the state pay fees for 
educational activities.

Results of the lawsuit
State law now says schools 
must pay for all school sup-
plies, as well as any other 
educational activities.

How it affects Saratoga
Freshman English classes 
cannot ask students to pay 
for grammar books.

Jane Doe v. State of CA

BY MayaRavichandran
& MeganaIyer

ALLISON LIN  

candidcaricatures
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At the Senior Prom last May, the ad-
ministration tested a policy that pro-
hibits dancing commonly known as 
“freaking,” in which the boy dances di-
rectly behind the girl in a way that often 
shocks those who haven’t seen it. 

The policy, 
known as “Face 
to Face,” required 
students to face 
each other during 
dances, and the 
reaction was over-
whelmingly posi-
tive: last year’s Leadership class took 
a survey that stated that more than 90 
percent liked it. 

This year, principal Paul Robinson 
announced a similar policy before the 
Aug. 23 Kickoff Dance. However, this 
time it has resulted in mixed reactions. 
The campaign for more appropriate 
dances has prompted a backlash from 
many students, and some have already  
expressed the desire to boycott dances. 

A school dance is for all students to 
have a good time with their friends. In-

stead, for years, the idea of any school 
dance has been a source of discomfort 
for many parents and students alike. 
Now, the school is finally taking a stand, 
and it couldn’t be more of a relief. 

It’s refreshing to see two people who 
are actually facing each other during a 
dance. It’s unfortunate that many other 
students “freak” to fit in. Younger stu-

dents are often pres-
sured into doing so. 
What they fail to 
understand is that 
refraining from par-
ticipating in common 
practices isn’t a crime; 
it's just standing up 

for what you believe in. 
As a result of the dance culture 

here, many students don’t even show 
up to the dances out of disgust for the 
etiquette displayed there. Therefore, 
“freaking” might well be decreasing at-
tendance at dances.

“Face to Face” will resolve this is-
sue by making dances more appealing 
to the masses. Moreover, if parents feel  
comfortable with sending their child to 
dances, the attendance level will even-
tually increase.    

Freaking has become so natural at 
school dances that it has become a part 
of more formal events. Winter formal, a 
traditionally classy event, has become 
what some may call a ”freak fest” with 
bedazzled dresses, towering heels and 
tons of hairspray. 

It is obvious that “freaking” has re-
mained a part of our school’s dance cul-
ture for too long. The new policy will 
ensure that students don’t feel uncom-
fortable or pressured at a dance. u

It’s refreshing to see 
two people who are 
actually facing each 

other during a dance.
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New tardy policy piles on 
stress for students and parents
As the bell rings at 7:50 a.m. each 

morning, the familiar scene of 
masses of panicking students 

making a beeline to their first class is 
no surprise. 

However, starting this year, the ad-
ministration and staff want to see the 
rate of tardies decline by enforcing a 
strict policy that is nerve wracking to 
many students and parents.

With the new rule for tardy viola-
tions, one to three tardies can lead to 
an assigned consequence by the teach-
er or a lunch/after school detention. 
Four to six offenses can result in a de-
tention or Saturday school. 

Seven or more will likely result in 
Saturday school or in-house suspen-
sion. Excessive tardiness may affect 
grades as well. 

Although it is important for the ad-
ministration to ensure regular atten-
dance from students, the new conse-
quences add to the stress students are 
burdened with from school work and 
extracurriculars. 

Lunch and after school are times 
for students to relax and enjoy them-
selves. The fact that one tardy could 
mean giving up one lunch does not 
balance. 

In addition, many students who 
come from families with younger chil-
dren attending different schools often 
experience hectic mornings. This new 
tardy policy will put added pressure 
on parents who rush from school to 
school to drop off their children. 

And then, students who make their 
own way to school, such as kids who 
bike or walk or drive themselves, are 
pressured to go faster.

Also, since the system is slightly 
ambiguous, many teachers do not en-
force any consequences, while others 
take tardiness very seriously. It is un-

fair to students if only a small portion 
of offenders receive consequences. 

The new policy for cutting class is 
very similar to the tardy policy. The 
same number of offenses results in the 
same consequences. The new policy 
for cuts is reasonable and much better 
than the policy in previous years. 

The previous policy allowed stu-
dents to have at least one to two cuts 
in every class per semester until stu-
dents received a consequence. Cuts 
are often done on purpose and there-
fore unacceptable. 

However, coming to class late 

is much less serious than cutting a 
class. It is important to show respect 
to teachers by arriving on time, but 
should students be given these pun-
ishments for oversleeping once?

Last year’s policy allowed three 
tardies before students were required 
to go to Saturday school. 

The sudden decrease in minimum 
offenses allowed is dramatic, and stu-
dents must suddenly face much strict-
er regulations. 

The improved policy for cutting 
class is a good policy to enforce, but 
the new tardy policy should be recon-
sidered to make getting to class less 
stressful for students. 

As long as students don’t make a 
habit out of tardies and disrupt the 
teacher or class, students should not 
have to have the worry of being occa-
sionally late add to the stress many of 
them already carry around on a daily 
basis. u

BY NupurMaheshwari
& GitikaNalwa

‘Face to face’ policy welcomed as 
an improvement to school dances

FALCON // ALLISON LIN
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The Saratoga Falcon staff voted 18 to 3 against the new tardy policy.
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Who’s involved
A guy. A girl. You don’t want to know any 
more.

The act itself
An eyeball-burning, mind-scarring dance move 
currently favored by the adolescent populace.

What administration did
Outlawed freaking, that’s what. Face-to-face 
dancing is much better, yes?

Why students care
It’ll reduce the sight-killing dance moves at 
school social events. Everyone values their cor-
neas. Hopefully it’ll make you feel less 
awkward. Maybe, if you’re on a date, it’ll even 
be more romantic.
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When I head home from a class of 
Krav Maga (an Israeli fighting system), 
the workouts can make me hungry. For-
tunately, Falafel Stop is conveniently 
located right across the street from Fre-
mont High School.

So one Saturday afternoon, my father 
I decided to stop by the small orange 
building just on the 
side of Sunnyvale 
Saratoga Road. Upon 
entering, the appetiz-
ing smell of falafels 
immediately won 
me over. After about 
a minute of wait-
ing, my father and I 
placed an order for 
two falafel sandwich-
es and a Greek salad, 
and we were given a 
receipt as a chef came 
up to the counter and 
offered each of us a falafel sample. 

We waited in line outside for about 
five minutes as we waited to hand the 
chefs our receipt. We watched them 
through the window busily prepare our 
food, filling pockets of pita bread with 
a variety of chopped vegetables, falafels 
and a white tahini sauce. When I re-
ceived a big brown bag at last, I took a 
seat at a nearby bench outside, and my 
father and I unpacked our food. 

The five minute wait and price of 
$5.55 was well worth it as I took a bite of 
my sandwich. A mix of soft pita bread, 
fresh salad, tangy tahini sauce and hot, 
crispy falafels filled my mouth. It was 
evident that they did not skimp out on 
the fillings; my stomach was both full 
and satisfied.

Within a few minutes of chowing 
down the last of my sandwich, I noticed 

the only dessert 
item at the bot-
tom of the menu: 
Cream Bavaria.

Falafel Stop 
had yet to dis-
appoint me, so I 
walked back to 
the cash register 
and requested a 
Cream Bavaria. 
In a few minutes, 
an employee 
brought out a 
small container 

filled with white mousse, drizzled choc-
olate syrup and sprinkled chopped pea-
nuts into the dessert.

I returned to my table and found that 
the soft, white mousse paired up well 
with the miniature sponge cake. The 
chocolate syrup and chopped peanuts 
also added a slightly sweet and crunchy 
texture. While I was quite content with 
the food and the expansive selection of 
lunch items, I felt that the menu could 

BY AtirathKosireddy

On-the-go Mediterranean cuisine offers 
delectable food at an affordable price

(OUT OF FIVE)
Where: 1325 Sunnyvale Saratoga Rd, 
Saratoga
Type of Food: Middle Eastern
Price range: $ (out of three)
Reporter’s Favorite: Falafel Sandwich

have used more dessert 
options, or possibly some 
Middle Eastern or Medi-
terranean drinks.

In the end, however, I 
ate a decent amount
amount of quality food 
for a reasonable price.  I 

can proudly say that the 
21 minute drive won’t 
stop me from coming here 
again. u

Falafel Stop

Courtesy of ATIRATH KOSIREDDY

Guests enjoy their Mediterranean food in Falafel Stop’s clean and plentiful outdoor seat-
ing. On Saratoga Sunnyvale Road, the stop gives students a place to get food on the go.

contact
artclass70@gmail.com or 408-234-6933
for registration or more information
www.sjaart.com
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Imagine being stuck in standstill traf-
fic and being annoyed out of your mind, 
ready to tear your hair out and and 
abuse the car horn. Then, while wallow-
ing in your sadness, you turn your face 
toward the window, wishing you were 
somewhere else. But instead of seeing an 
average Joe picking at his teeth in the car 
next to you, lo and behold, an unbeliev-
ably attractive woman is in your line of 
sight, who also happens to look freak-
ishly the star of one of the hottest shows 
on television.

But these sort of things just don’t hap-
pen. Or do they? For senior Jason Li, this 
happens to be a true story that happened 
in late June.

“I was driving back on [highay] 280 
with [senior] Jennie [Werner] from year-
book camp (in Sonoma County); we 
were both really tired and stuck in traffic 
at a dead stop,” Li said. “I looked to my 
right and see a red car. Then I saw this 
really, really, really attractive girl.”

Li was starstruck.
“She wasn’t pretty; she wasn’t hot; 

she was truly beautiful,” said Li. “I was 
like, ‘Wow, just wow.’”

After the initial shock, he noticed that 

she looked a lot like Meghan Markle, the 
actress who plays Rachel Zane on hit 
television show “Suits.”

“I’m a fan of the show,” Li 
said. “I was like, ‘Huh, she 
kind of looks like that one 
girl from ‘Suits.’” 

At this critical mo-
ment, many people 
would want to make an 
impression but be at a 
loss about what to do. 
Some would con-
tinue to gape; oth-
ers would go into 
cardiac arrest. But 
for Li, the only 
logical thing to do 
was try to get her 
attention — and 
her number. After 
scribbling 
his dig-
its and 
“ c a l l 
m e ” 
onto a 
piece of 
scratch 
paper, he 
slapped 

it on the window and proceeded to “yell 
and knock” until she turned around.

“She saw it and laughed. I could see 
it through the window, and it 

was the cutest thing ever. 
My heart was warmed im-

mensely,” Li said.
“I’m sure I made her 

day, and she definitely 
made mine by acknowl-
edging me and my silly 
sign,” Li said.

 If the beautiful 
story ended here, it 
would be enough. 
But for lucky Li, it 
continues. 

“She texted me 
back later that 

night and said, 
‘This is the 

girl from the 
h i g h -

way, 

and I replied with ‘lol thanks for texting,’ 
which was a stupid thing to say,” said Li. 
“I asked her what her name was, and she 
said it was Meghan.”

Seeing that she spelled her name with 
an extra “h,” Li was now 99 percent sure 
that this girl of his dreams was indeed 
Meghan Markle from “Suits.” Unfor-
tunately, before he could woo her any 
further with his slick charm or ask for 
confirmation, she ended their brief con-
versation.

“I then asked her where she was 
from, but she never replied,” Li said. 
“She probably thought I was a stalker. It 
was a short but fun experience.”

Now, when watching the show from 
the comfort of his home, Li feels a strange 
connection with Meghan—assuming it 
was really her—every time she pops up 
on screen. 

Despite the sting of the rejection, Li 
still considers his experience to be an 
eye-opener. 

“I don’t meet a lot of TV celebrities, 
and it’s always impressive to know that 
you’ve seen someone in person,” Li 
said. “She’s real, and she’s not just on 
TV. She’s actually like any other human 
being trying do her job, and I just think 
that’s really cool.” u

When I signed up for a Junior State 
of America (JSA) debate camp at Princ-
eton, I was not expecting to meet anyone 
prominent there, least of 
all someone famous. So 
I was pretty surprised 
when I went into the 
campus cafeteria and 
saw president Barack 
Obama’s older daughter 
Malia sitting by one of 
the tables. 

She was attending a 
tennis camp and, since 
many camps shared one 
cafeteria, I got used to 
seeing her there every 
day. 

There was nothing 
special about her behav-
ior: She was talking to 
her friends like any other 
camper. 

The only thing that 
was off about the scene 
were the five middle-
aged men in tennis uni-
forms crowding around her. I found out 
later that they were her Secret Service 
agents. They were incrdedibly tough 
and they formed a human fort around 
her wherever she went and dispersed 
any wanted, unwanted and just any at-
tention in general, even if it wasn’t re-
lated to her. It was incredibly daunting 

and scary.
For instance, when my friends and I 

pulled out our phones to check some-
thing on Facebook, the agents came over 
and accused us of taking photos of her. In 

reality, we didn’t 
even notice that 
they were sitting 
across from us. It 
was definitely a 
new experience 
because I have 
never been that 
close to a celeb-
rity before.

When we 
dawdled eating 
our lunch and 
stayed a couple 
of minutes lon-
ger at the table 
than necessary 
to consume 
food, the they 
would come 
over and make 
us leave the caf-
eteria. 

Apparent ly 
they thought we were there because 
we wanted to stare at the president’s 
daughter some more. The thought that 
not every single word that we said re-
volved around Malia never crossed 
their minds. 

Most of the time they went too far 
protecting her, such as the time when 

she was at the salad bar filling her plate 
and no one was allowed to take salad at 
the same time next to her or when my 
friends and I went to a frozen yogurt 
place and they “protected” her by show-
ering us with rude comments, such as 
“Get out of the way,” or, their all-time fa-
vorite, “Put the phone 
away, turn around 
and eat your 
food.” 

Someone 
even said 
that they 
w e r e 
p h y s i -
c a l l y 
push-
i n g 
o t h -
e r s 
t o 
l e t 

Malia get through to the yogurt ma-
chines. However, even though the 
agents’ behavior was rude, it was also 
obvious that they weren’t her personal 
bullies, but more likely, they were just 
trying to protect her: after all, she is the 
president’s daughter.

But after a few days of tolerating her 
special treatment, my friends and 

I got sick of it and told every-
thing to our supervisor. From 
that point on, the harassment 
stopped from the agents 
stopped.

Although she was sur-
rounded by a wall of 
trained agents, she was 
definitely a lot more 
normal than her wall 
of guards suggested. 
She liked doing what 
many other girls en-
joy doing, and after 
all, she was at a camp 
at Princeton just like 

me. Maybe the pres-
ident’s daughter 
is just an aver-
age or average 
teenage girl like 
me after all … 
surro un ded 
by highly 
trained Se-
cret Service 
agents of 
course. u

The initial reaction to encountering 
a famous actor or singer might be to 
scream, hyperventilate and faint — not 
necessarily in that order. 

For science teacher Lisa Cochrum, 
this experience came firsthand when 
she was face to face with the two men 
who she had long idolized: the “Myth-
Busters.”

When she and science teacher Kristen 
Thomson were invited to the a confer-
ence for science teachers in San Francisco 
seven years ago, Cochrum’s anticipation 
for the event bubbled solely due to the 
presence of show hosts, Adam Savage 
and Jamie Hyneman, the stars of “Myth-
Busters.” 

She could not contain her excitement 
as the countdown to The Day slowly 
came to a zero.

Cochrum’s passionate love (that has 
now deceased due to his marital sta-
tus) for Savage specifically was evident 
in the anticipation she couldn’t hold in 
throughout the day.

Cochrum’s love for them (now di-
minished, because Savage is married) 
sprouted from their pure enthusiasm 
when it comes to anything science-relat-
ed.

“They want you to get on the science 
train because science really is just the 
best thing,” Cochrum said. “When they 
blow things up, melt things in acid and 

run rocket cars down sled ramps, you 
want to learn how all of this works be-
cause it looks so cool.”

Cochrum’s words were caught in her 
throat all day as she waited for the mo-
ment to be graced upon her. 

Savage and Hyneman had been sign-
ing brochures to every teacher attending 
the conference. After waiting for hours, 
the almost explosive Cochrum bomb 
was relieved of having to wait any lon-
ger.

They came face-to-face and had a 
short conversation about the mallet Co-
chrum had towed along to the confer-
ence.

“They asked me what I used it for 
and commended me on probably being 
a great teacher after [I explained] that I 
used it to freeze and beat things,” Co-
chrum said.

Savage and Hyneman signed both the 
brochure and her mallet along Thom-
son’s brochure. Before the meeting could 
end, the unthinkable happened. In that 
moment, Savage touched her arm.

All of humanity came to a stop as their 
30-second long conversation stretched 
into hours of pure happiness.

After the heart-stopping encounter 
with her idols (whom she is most defi-
nitely no longer deeply in love with due 
to Adam being married), Cochrum sud-
denly overcame a feeling of utter light-
headedness. 

As she slowly sat on the floor, a “con-
cerned” Thomson advised her to put 

her head between her knees in between 
giggles of laughter.

Seeing that Cochrum was still dazed, 
Thomson couldn’t hold back her laugh-
ter as she explained to Cochrum that the 
latter was about to faint after being in 
the presence of the MythBusters.

Today, Cochrum keeps her signed 
mallet above her whiteboard next to a 
series of pictures from the historical day. 
In them, Adam is clearly seen leaning to-
wards Cochrum.

“You can see how interested he was in 

my mallet when he was touching it and 
asking me questions!” Cochrum said.

Cochrum continues to support the 
duo not only for their TV show but their 
moral attitudes.

“They are the epitome of everything 
I stand for as a science educator,” Co-
chrum said. “They make you want to 
learn about all the physics, chemistry, 
biology and earth science behind all the 
magic, and I try to accomplish this ev-
ery day in class because science is, well, 
awesome!” u

Gather around children, and I’ll tell 
you a story. Gather ‘round, and I’ll tell 
you the tale of when I met Aaron Gor-
don.

Who’s Aaron Gordon you ask? He’s 
a college basketball player who gradu-
ated last year from Archbishop Mitty 
who currently plays on the University 
of Arizona men’s basketball team. The 
ridiculously athletic 6’9” power forward 
is a ferocious dunker and an offensive 
weapon. And he’s going to the NBA.

Now that I’ve gotten your attention, 
let me continue. The summer before my 
junior year, I had to have physical thera-
py for a knee injury. I was at the physical 
therapy center, warming up on the sta-
tionary bicycle, when I saw a giant (his 
head nearly scraped the ceiling) walk in 
the entrance and sit down next to me on 
another bike. I remember almost laugh-
ing because he looked like an adult sit-
ting on a child’s bike, with his knees 
drawn close to his chest The image still 
makes me smile. 

After a few seconds of biking, 
he turned to me, said “hello” and 
asked what high school I went to. 

I told him and asked him what 
school he went to. When I 
found out that he went to 
Mitty, it took me awhile to 
finally put two and two to-
gether — super tall, goes 
to Mitty, looked super 
familiar — and it hit me: 
Aaron Gordon, the super-
star who dominated South 
Bay teams.

I was in a bit of shock for 
a while, because I remember 
watching highlight video 
after highlight video 
of his high school 
domination, 
and here 
he was 
in the 

flesh, right in front of me. Talking 
to me. Just like any normal high 

school student.
After talking to him, it 

struck me how humble he 
was. I asked him which col-
lege he wanted to play for 
(because at that time, he 
hadn’t declared yet), and he 
asked me what I thought he 
should do. Since at that time, 

I had a terrible knowledge 
of college basketball, I 

told him that Ken-
tucky might 

be a good 
c h o i c e , 

b a s e d 

solely on the fact that [current NBA 
player] Nerlens Noel played there. 

Then he started telling me about the 
time that he played against Nerlens Noel, 
and how Nerlens Noel was a “beast,” 
and I felt extremely impressed. Stand-
ing next to a basketball player tends to 
do that, but also because I was hearing 
about how he traveled around the coun-
try playing basketball.

I jokingly asked him if he wanted to 
play in the NBA, and he responded that 
it was his dream, and he was going to 
work hard to achieve it. I almost laughed 
again here, because unless he quits bas-
ketball or is severely injured — knock on 
wood — he’s going to play in the NBA. 
He’s projected as one of the top ten picks 
in the 2014 NBA draft, and yet he still 
maintained a humble demeanor. He 
never acted arrogant.

After meeting Aaron, it changed my 
perception that all celebrities are cocky. 

Even though I didn’t get his auto-
graph (I’m still beating myself up 

about this), in a few years when 
he’s throwing down dunks in 

the NBA, I can say that I’ve met 
Aaron Gordon. And it’ll be 

true. u

Avid fan ‘sees’ Meghan Markle The day I met Aaron Gordon
BY CandiceZheng

BY NickChow
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Cochrum meets her mythbusting idols Journalist mingles with Malia Obama
BY OksanaTrifonovaBY JadeBisht

& JanePark

Source:  WASHINGTON POST

GRAPHICS BY JANE PARK
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Who met who
Sophomore reporter Oksana Trifano-
va encountered Obama’s daughter 
at Princeton while she was at camp. 

The Experience
For Trifanova, the time she met Ma-
lia was daunting because her agents 
swarmed around Malia the whole 
time .

Hindsight 20/20
Looking back, Trifanova admits that 
the experience was special and really 
showed that Malia was just an aver-
age teenager...armed with trained 
agents.

A Lucky Encounter

Source:  ECLECTIC RELAXATION

SaratoganS recall encounterS with celebritieS

Cochrum poses with the “Mythbusters” at a science conference in San Francisco.
Courtesy of Lisa Cochrum
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I’ll admit: I used to be that person 
who walked away and covered my 
ears every time “What Makes You 
Beautiful” started playing.

So when my internship presented 
me with the opportunity to 
watch a screening of the con-
cert film “This Is Us” about 
the pop British-Irish boyband 
One Direction back in early 
August, I wasn’t really sure 
why I accepted the offer. But 
then again, who would deny 
the chance to watch a 3D mov-
ie for free?

As I settled into the movie 
theater, I felt rather out of 
place surrounded by girls (and their 
moms) wearing T-shirts emblazoned 
with the faces of One Direction. 

I didn’t even know all the names 
of the five band members, aside from 
Zayn Malik. Everyone knows Zayn 
Malik. (Google-image his name, and 
you’ll know why.)

There’s a chance I judged a wom-
an in her twenties sitting next to me, 
who started crying less than halfway 
through the movie and didn’t stop un-
til it ended, although I definitely had 
no right to judge after the way I acted 
watching “Les Miserables” for the first 
time.

Afterward, when a studio repre-
sentative, who was there to gauge the 

audience’s reaction to the movie, asked 
me for my thoughts on the film, I threw 
out something along the lines of: “I 
wasn’t a fan of One Direction before, 
but now I think I’ve been converted 

into one.”
Little did I know, it was ac-

tually true. Within that same 
day, I soon realized that I was 
indeed becoming a “Direction-
er,” as we One Direction fans 
lovingly call ourselves.

I fell, and I fell fast; I added 
the One Direction station on 
my Pandora account, and then 
I “liked” One Direction on Fa-
cebook — that’s when I knew 

my newfound love was becoming seri-
ous.

For the past three weeks, I’ve been 
doing my homework while listening 
to both albums — “Up All Night” and 
“Take Me Home” — on repeat. I’ve been 
training myself to learn each member’s 
voice, and I practice identifying which 
boy is singing each line.

I’m sure I’ve lost a few a friends 
along the way as I try to convert them 
into One Direction fans. The only per-
son who has been pleased with my new 
development is fellow Directioner Cris-
tina Curcelli, who is a proud owner of a 
One Direction bracelet, a One Direction 
iPhone case, a One Direction keychain 
and One Direction who knows what 

else.
Of course, I watched the movie 

again when it premiered on Aug. 30, 
this time with Cristina. And while I 
sure didn’t cry as much as her, there 
were definitely tears leaking out of my 
eyes at some points. And this time, I 

could sing along word-by-word to all 
the songs.

While I still wouldn’t willingly sub-
ject myself to listening to “What Makes 
You Beautiful” on repeat, I have to say, 
my One Direction movie poster looks 
pretty good hanging on my wall. u

Our childhood: The era of the quality TV shows

The beautiful story of how I became a Directioner

Senior Karen Sung smiles with cutouts of One Direction on Aug. 10. at the theater.

KAREN
SUNG

Sassy Sung

League of Legends recognized by U.S. as sport

Ever since October of 2009, the tower 
defense game League of Legends (LoL) 
has captivated gamers across the world 
and is now the most popular game on 
the planet with 32 million active users, 
according to Riot Games. 

Not only that, but as of July, the Unit-
ed States government has recognized 
League of Legends as an official sport, 
allowing international players to get 
work visas to come to the U.S. and play 
the game.

While LoL is addicting and fun to 
play, players and fans from around the 
world also intensely watch the game like 
it is a sport. 

Teams from countries like Taiwan, Ko-
rea, Russia and more compete in tourna-
ments that ultimately result in massive 
prize money for the winners.

In the U.S., the game is primarily 

played by teenagers recreationally. How-
ever, in other countries, it is a legitimate 
job that is played by both the young and 
the old. 

Saratoga, like many high schools 
around the nation, has its fair share 
of LoL players and addicts. However, 
while the game does require teamwork 
and various other strategies, some do 
not think it is a sport. Senior Anup Kar 
is one of these League fanatics.

“Personally I think that League of 
Legends requires a lot of skill and team-
work,” said Kar. “However, I don’t think 
it is a sport because it doesn’t involve 
anything physical. While it does take a 
lot of time and practice to be decent — 
especially with teammates — there is 
no physical demand on the body except 
maybe your pointer finger or some seri-
ous carpal tunnel.”

Senior Willie Van Den Hoek believes 
that this new ruling is a foreshadowing 
of things to come. 

“I think it is a good 
step forward because 
people’s unique skills 
are being recognized,” 
said Van Den Hoek. 
“But it is also a fore-
shadowing [of] how 
our society might be-
come technologically 
dominant, causing lim-
ited activity outside.”

Van Den Hoek also 
believes that the change 
does have some ben-
efits, but it has some 
downsides as well.

“I believe the impact 
will be good and bad,” 
said Van Den Hoek. 
“People will become 
more informed about 
the gamer lifestyle, but most will still 
think being paid to play video games is 
a joke and [that gamers] do not deserve 

the money they are getting 
paid.”

Even though video 
games do not require 
physical demand or ex-
ercise, they are becoming 
immensely popular and 
are watched with the same 
intensity often associated 
with standard sports. 

Kar said that this ruling 
could lead to other online 
games gaining sports sta-
tus.

“If League of Legends 
does come through as a 
sport I wouldn’t be sur-
prised to see many other 
popular games follow in 
suit,” said Kar. “It will 
be interesting to see in 50 

years what will be [categorized] under 
the sports category and what will be the 
most popular.” u

BY NikilRamanathan
& JonathanYoung
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The most played video 
game in the world
Total of 70 million summon-
er names registered.

Taipei Assasins place first in 
the Season 2 World Cham-
pionships
Team members went home 
with a million dollar prize.

Over 90 percent of players 
are male
85 percent of players are be-
tween 16 and 30.

Facts about LoL 

Courtesy of KAREN SUNG

Childhood memories include memo-
ries of us hiding friends to avoid going 
home and pestering older brothers to no 
extent. However, nothing compares to 
spending hours on end in front of the TV 
watching our favorite shows.

 What we watch as children deeply af-
fects our corny jokes made on a daily ba-
sis. Our generation was just in time for 
the run of quality childhood classics.

The average childhood consisted of 
only the best: “Spongebob Squarepants,” 
“Fairly Odd Parents” and the “Power-
puff Girls” among many others. Each 
one was relatively simple and had a plot 
that was easy to follow, yet humorous 
through its individual style.   

It is impossible to go through a day 
without making at least one reference to 
one of the shows we worshipped as kids. 
Shouting “SMASHING” as Nigel Thorn-
berry would is a universally understood 
joke and is just as fun as it sounds. 

However, the decrease in the quality 

of children’s television shows is similar 
to a reversed exponential growth. John 
Green would describe it as “slowly, 
and then all at once.” Quality child-
hood shows disappeared with a wink 
of Johnny Bravo’s eye and all that is left 
are tears and anguish in the form of the 
new Disney Channel show “Dog with a 
Blog.”  

Today’s typical form of entertainment 
will follow a peppy pre-teen who deals 
with painfully stereotypical problems. 
Or in the case of “Dog with a Blog,” Dis-
ney Channel was clever to replace the 
ditzy best friend with a talking dog. 

“Dog with a Blog” follows main pro-
tagonist Avery as she seeks advice for 
her problems from her talking dog who 
— surprise, surprise — has a blog. The 
show’s horrendous acting and poor use 
of a talking dog actually make it surpris-
ingly entertaining.

Disney Channel is the Amanda Bynes 
of children’s television channels as of 
right now. It was relatively enjoyable 
until something unknown caused it to 
destroy itself from within. All we can as-

sume is something exploded in the Dis-
ney studios, resulting in the painful, far-
fetched suburban shows that air today. 

All of our cherished childhood shows 
disappeared so quickly; it hurts our sen-
timental hearts to see such a once-prom-
ising channel go to waste. 

Fortunately with us being “90’s kids,” 
these shows are problems left to the kids 
born in the 21st century. We lucky ducks 
were able to bask in the beautiful light of 
such amazing shows such as “Catdog,” 
“That’s So Raven,” “Hey Arnold!” and 
so many more.

Although shorter than half a minute, 
the intro title is almost as important as 
the show itself. No one can deny sing-
ing along to “Odd Parents, Fairly Odd 
Parents!” or questioning “Who lives in a 
pineapple under the sea?” followed by 
the screaming chant of “SPONGEBOB! 
SQUAREPANTS!” If the title song isn’t 
catchy enough to make a 5-year-old 
jump off the couch and screech the high 
notes, then the show is an automatic 
zero in our book.Luckily for us, we 
grew up in a time when only the best  

TV shows were on air. Those stuck with 
13-year-olds attempting to make sing-
ing debuts on rock band-themed Dis-
ney shows might as well buy DVDs of 
Spongebob, or else their sense of humor 
will be corrupted. Either way, there’s no 
way to beat the TV shows of our child-
hood. Unless you count Hannah Mon-
tana as part of our childhood. VMA’s 
anyone? u

BY JadeBisht
& LaurenLouie
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Suits,” which is just beginning its 
third season, might currently be the 
most purely entertaining series on tele-
vision.

There are no dumb or weak charac-
ters; there are only smart sharks. “You 
afraid of the dark?” hotshot attorney 
Harvey Specter, played by Gabriel 
Macht, asks his right-hand man, Mike 
Ross, played by Patrick J. Adams. “I 
wouldn’t be,” Ross deadpans, “if I had 
my Cookie Monster with me.”

Every scene and line, in season three 
especially, shimmers with coiled ten-
sion.

Intricate plotting and perfect charac-
ters mark the beginning of a new chap-
ter at the law firm. Loyal viewers know 
to eagerly anticipate certain recurring 
face-offs, which never disappoint. 

The season three premiere episode, 
called “The Arrangement,” opens with 
a scene that viewers just couldn’t be-
lieve would actually happen. Ross 
wakes up after having a nightmare 
about Rachel Zane exposing his secret 
to the entire firm, confirming his fear 
that not a single person would accept 
him for who he really is: a fake, a pos-
er, a liar. We find the lovebirds trying 
to come to terms with what their new 
relationship entails when Zane finally 
suggests that Ross should just quit.

The season three premiere was a 
home run when it came to lingering 
cliffhangers from season two. All of the 
questions were pretty much answered. 
The tumultuous, ultra competitive re-
lationship between Louis Litt and Ni-

gel Nesbitt, on the other hand, is still 
one that we will likely continue to be 
confused about for the duration of the 
entire season. I will admit that I missed 
the former Harvard fling with Sheila 
Sazs. The female equivalent of Litt 
needs to return. It was too good.

 On “Suits,” the vic-
tor in a struggle is of-
ten the one who pays 
the closest attention 
to detail over the 
longest span of 
time. Cases are 
often decided 
based on all-
night research 
sessions, with 
lawyers and 
clerks sift-
ing through 
boxes of 
documents 
until they 
find just 
the right 
incr imi-
n a t i n g 
f a c t . 
Miss a 
s m a l l 
but crucial tell and they’ll end up in a 
smaller office, or on the street with a 
box in their hands.

I’ve been a “Suits” fan ever since it 
came out in 2011, and my love for it 
continues to grow with each episode. 
From the shift in dynamics to the inte-
gration of a slew of new characters, sea-
son 3 already promises a fresh chapter 
for my favorite law firm. u

‘SuitS’ can’t cloSe anymore
Seniors battle it out over season 3 of ‘Suits’
BY IngridHong

why ‘SuitS’ can’t be touched

I used to be a diehard fan of “Suits.”  
Prior to Season 3, the show was witty, 

clever and suave with the just the right 
amount of emotional manipulation. As 
much as I have tried to stick with the 

show, I can no longer bear the 
hour-long disap-
pointments every 
Tuesday night.

My main criti-
cism arises from 

the show’s 
attempt to 
shove its 
former ap-
peal down 
the throats 
of its view-
ers. The sly 
humor and 
witty come-
backs, which 
are no lon-
ger so sly 
and witty, 
are now 
used at 
e v e r y 

possible 
moment to make viewers feel clever 
when they understand them. 

In Season 1, these refreshing jokes 
would slip in at unexpected moments. 
Now they have become so predictable, 
that one cannot help but be confused 
with whether to laugh or be moved by 
the show’s incessant plot twists and 
maudlin drama. 

Instead of developing characters 

through different court cases the show 
has pushed character development 
through intra-firm conflicts for the past 
one and a half seasons. While I was a 
fan of the change at first, the new style 
of drama within the show soon became 
childish after countless meaningless ar-
guments between the main characters, 
especially Harvey and Jessica.

The show is part of the USA network, 
whose motto is “Characters welcome.” 
At this point in the show, however, I 
find every single character so predict-
able and just flat-out annoying. Harvey, 
who the viewers are supposed to love 
for his charisma, cavalier attitude and 
supposed loyalty, contradicts himself in 
every new episode. 

In one episode, he talks about loyalty 
like it’s the most important trait to him 
and then suddenly plans a coup against 
Jessica, his boss. In another episode, he 
calls a lawyer selfish when actually he 
is the one being selfish and not caring 
about the other lawyer’s future. If the 
show is trying to illustrate a deeply 
flawed and hypocritical man, then this 
would all make sense, but that is not 
the aim of the show. 

As viewers, we are supposed to be 
rooting for Harvey, but he, along with 
Mike, Rachel, Donna, Jessica and most 
other main characters, have become 
over-sentimental, predictable and bor-
ing. 

The one character who I haven’t 
given up on, though, is Louis Litt, Har-
vey’s rival and chief source of comedic 
relief in the show. Whatever turn the 
show takes in Season 3, I hope his en-
emies continue to get Litt up. u

BY NikhilGoel

‘Breaking Bad’ closing 
season excites viewers

The hit television show “Breaking 
Bad” has a following matched by no 
other. The sensational show about a 
cancer-ridden chemistry teacher who 
decided to “break bad” by selling meth 
to secure his family’s financial security 
has a very loyal audience. Naturally, 
when the director, Vince Gilligan, an-
nounced the inevitable last season of 
the show, fans had very mixed feelings 
about the news. 

So far, the season has proved to be 
successful with overall good reviews 
for the newest three episodes, which 
aired on Aug 11, Aug. 18 and Aug. 25. 

The final season is the beginning of 
the end for a show that’s been on air for 
six years. 

“I watched the first five seasons on 
Netflix when I saw how much the show 
was showing up on the Internet,” said 
sophomore Julian Ferrari. “With the 
way the first half of the season slowed 
down near the end, I just hope they pick 
up the pace again.”

Gilligan stated in an interview with 
the Huffington Post that his intent with 
this new season was to “pound the final 
nail in the coffin,” completing 
White’s trans-
formation into 
one of the hard-
ened villains that 
he tried to avoid 
becoming in the first 
seasons.

 In addition to gam-
bling with his secrets 
and his life, he works 
right under the nose of 
his brother-in-law, who 
works with the 
drug enforce-
ment agency. 

Viewers of “Breaking Bad” watch 
the show for its constant plot changes, 
suspenseful moments and character de-
velopment.

Most reviews of the sensational hit 
have garnered positive reviews.

“I like [the show’s] dynamic plot 
and rich characters,” sophomore Samir 
Vaidya said. “I am really excited for the 
new season, and I can’t wait to see what 
they do with the show.”

Another plot element that isn’t usu-
ally seen as often that contributes to the 
popularity of “Breaking bad” is that 
both the main characters are the “bad 
guys” in the show. 

The show’s following is steadily in-
creasing with each new episode. Gather-
ing up such a number of viewers every 
episode is astounding, and “Breaking 
Bad” has worked hard to achieve its 
popularity. The official “Breaking Bad” 
Facebook page has garnered just over 5 
million likes and the amount of views 
on the mid-season premiere episode 
tallied up to almost 6 million people.

“Breaking Bad” is a show with many 
great elements. The news of the final 

season gives the 
same thought to the 
most avid viewers; 
what do we do when 
it’s done? u

BY ArjunRamanathan
& RotemShaked

It’s common knowledge that crime 
thrillers grip the attention of television 
viewers. Most young Americans can 
name quite a few off the top of their 
head: Elementary, Criminal Minds, 
Bones, CSI: Miami, CSI: New York, CSI: 
Las Vegas… Well, the list goes on.

What do all those shows have in 
common? Well, aside from that fact that 
they’re all crime 
thrillers, they also 
tend to be rather … 
grisly. 

The thing is, 
gore is hard to ma-
nipulate with style. 
More often than 
not, viewers end up 
watching tasteless 
shows splashed with enough diluted 
ketchup to keep Heinz in business for 
the next decade.

NBC’s “Hannibal” has joined the 
ranks of television crime thrillers that 
manage to achieve horror with style. 
The famous Dr. Hannibal Lecter, right 
out Thomas Harris’ bestselling “The Si-
lence of the Lambs,” comes to life on the 
television screen.

The show is undeniably a good one. 
Its filmography is of a caliber not usu-
ally seen out of movies; its uneasy light-
ing is flawless, its shots are smooth and 
its cast is brilliant. The plot is engag-
ingly nerve-wracking as it follows FBI 
Special Agent Will Graham on his hunt 
for Dr. Lecter.

The only problem with Hannibal is 
the disproportionate amount of gore 
involved, and it’s actually quite a big 
issue.

Considering the context of the story, 
blood is a must. Dr. Lecter is, after all, a 

cannibal and a serial killer. In the first 
episode alone, the death count clocks in 
at 12, 6 of which are on-screen and die 
horrifically.

This sort of blood is the kind that im-
mediately provoked controversy, wari-
ness and questions among the general 
public. 

Is it safe to show such graphic ma-
terial on television, where anyone can 
access it? What if someone ends up in-

spired by the show, 
going on a killing 
spree? Should chil-
dren be watching 
this? 

All of those con-
cerns are legitimate. 
Showtime’s ‘Dex-
ter’, another popu-
lar series detailing 

the life of a serial killer, has already in-
spired incidents of real life murders.

In 2009, Canadian teen Andrew Con-
ley killed his 10-year-old brother, then 
cited ‘Dexter’ as his inspiration. As a re-
sult, the show garnered a flood of nega-
tive backlash.

Nobody wants their kids to follow in 
the steps of a killer — most agree that 
the best way is to prevent them from 
watching such shows in the first place. 
It’s an issue that’s getting more and 
more common. In Utah, one of NBC’s 
affiliates dropped the show on precisely 
these grounds.

Yet, Hannibal is very well-written. It 
is macabre, but clever; gory, but smart.  
 It genuinely deserves to be shown, but 
only to mature audiences, and even 
then, only to those who can stomach 
grisly visuals and disturbing themes.

In short, Hannibal is a work of art, 
and society can afford to cut just a little 
slack for it.  u

Hannibal Lecter descends 
into the realm of television

BY HelenWong

The only problem with 
‘Hannibal’ is the dis-

porportionate amount 
of gore involved, and 

it’s actually quite a big 
issue.

intelligent, but blaSted for gore
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Room H01, a secluded room by the 
office, houses one of Saratoga’s newest 
faculty additions. 

Hana Chen is taking over 
psychology from the previous 
teacher Laressa Mead, who is 
now a counselor at Redwood 
Middle School, 

Chen will also be one of the 
teachers teaching government 
this year. 

“It’s definitely a little nerve 
wracking to be in a new place,” 
Chen said, “but so far Saratoga 
has been one of the most enjoyable 
schools to work at.”  

Not only is this a new school for her 
to adjust to, Chen will also be teaching 
psychology for the first time. 

“[Teaching psychology and govern-
ment] is about the same,” Chen. 
“They each present interesting 
challenges to work with.”

According to Chen, psychol-
ogy students will learn about 
human behavior and mental 
process. 

Psychology will be taught 
with a mix of lecturing broken 
up by in-class simulations and 
experiments. 

Government will cover how 
the American government functions, 
who is in power, constitutional issues 

like civil rights and how political events 
affects both the past and the present.

“I like to teach using as much inter-
action as possible.  Classes are most fun 
and engaging when both students and 
teachers are talking,” Chen said. 

Previously, Chen taught at Shenen-
dehowa High School in Clifton, N.Y., 
for four years. 

More recently Chen taught at Lead-
ership High School in San Jose. She 
was a teacher there for three years be-
fore she transferred to Saratoga.

“I came to Saratoga partially because 
of location,” Chen said. “It’s close to 
where I live, and it has a reputation for 
being a really hardworking community 
that strives for excellence.”

Junior Rachel Menard is taking 
Chen’s psychology class, and she ap-
preciates Chen’s teaching style.

“I find that Chen’s approach to 
teaching is engaging, and the way she 
splits class time between notes and ex-
perimental activities is good for reten-
tion,” Menard said. “I feel very posi-
tive about the year to come. I think that 
we will learn a lot and have fun in the 
process.”

Chen said she is grateful for the 
optimistic attitudes that her students 
come to class with each day.

“Saratoga’s a wonderful place to be, 
and so far everyone’s really happy to 
be here each day,” Chen said. “That 
makes coming to work really easy.”  u
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At his Lynwood Elementary School’s 
spelling bee then 7-year old Michael Kim 
spelled out his word: “bearback.” He lis-
tened for the final verdict on his spelling. 
It turned out he had spelled “bareback” 
wrong. He felt cheated and frustrated.

“I felt the word was a bit misleading 
to give to a 7-year-old,” said Kim, who is 
teaching English this year. “When I got 
it wrong, I felt that I did not misspell the 
word, but I spelled the wrong word.”

However, he managed to gain a les-
son from his loss, which is to be fair to 
students as much as possible. Now he 

says that “it’s just a funny story,” but he 
still feels he should not have eliminated 
from the competition. 

Later, when Kim was a student, he 
discovered how much he loved litera-
ture and writing.

He first wanted study criminal justice 
at Sacramento State so he could become 
an FBI agent. 

However, he changed course, acquir-
ing a bachelor’s degree in English and 
starting his first teaching job at Gardena 
High School in 2001.

“[Being in the FBI is] the dream of 
many American boys, action [and] mys-
tery,” he said. “[But] my first criminal 

justice class wasn’t as interesting as I 
hoped.”

After teaching at three other high 
schools, Kim went back to San Rafael 
High, his alma mater. He taught there 
from 2011 to 2013. 

Kim is one of three new teachers act-
ing as a substitute for the year, the oth-
ers being English teacher Erika Cobain 
and social studies teacher Caroline Un-
derwood, who are substituting for the 
classes of Sariah Tolley and Margarita 
Morelle, respectively.

Kim himself is substituting for the 
year for English 9 and 10 teacher Kelly 
Wissolik, who is out for the year on ma-

ternity leave.
On his first day at Saratoga High, 

Kim said he was nervous, but also opti-
mistic. He found students to be mature 
and focused and that they showed “eye-
opening” dedication to extracurriculars.

Even though he has been teaching 
here for only a few weeks, Kim has seen 
an overall positive atmosphere at the 
school.

“I’ve been at schools where aspects of 
the faculty, administrator and students 
are dedicated and passionate about their 
roles,” Kim said. “But I’ve never taught 
at a school where all three [aspects] are 
so impressive.”u

StudentS welcome the lateSt additionS to the Staff of ShS

Math teacher inspired by Philippines trip
BY GitikaNalwa

BY AtirathKosireddy

BY MeganMacInnes

In the early hours of a Monday morn-
ing, across a desolate quad, lies the 
promise of a fresh start. 

Through a crack in the door of Room 
401, Algebra 2 and Trigonometry/Pre-
calculus Honors teacher Lauch-
lin Loeffler’s cheerful smile wel-
comes students back from their 
summer break. 

Not long ago, Loeffler was a 
student at Walnut Creek High 
School. 

“I actually really liked school,” 
she said, “but at the time, I thought 
I didn’t. That’s really interesting, 
since I’m now a math teacher.”

Loeffler admits that it was not her 
high school teachers who influenced her 
to become one herself. 

“Looking back, I wasn’t like, ‘Oh, I 
love that teacher. I want to be just like 
him or her,’” Loeffler said. “That wasn’t 
how the cards played out.” 

Loeffler’s decision to become a teach-
er was instead impacted by a trip she 
made to Philippines in 2001. 

She went to the Philippines to visit 
her grandmother, who was living with 
a caretaker. 

While Loeffler was in the Philippines, 
she noticed that public schools were 
non-existent.

According to Loeffler, many children 
there could not afford to receive 
an education. 

“The kids [who could af-
ford it] were really excited for 
school,” Loeffler said. 

Children often asked Loeffler 
and her family for financial help 
so that they would be able to go 
to school. 

In order to help them buy 
school supplies, Loeffler would 

give them money.
“[In the Philippines], I saw how much 

kids really wanted an education,” Loef-
fler said, “and I thought it was really 
cool that in our country, anyone can get 
an education.” 

She decided to become an educator to 
“hopefully inspire people to take advan-
tage of that.” 

“I wanted people [in the U.S.] to re-

alize how important it is to get a free 
education,” Loeffler said. “Fortunately, 
people in Saratoga already know how 
valuable it is.”

Soon after her travels to the Philip-
pines, Loeffler received her bachelor’s 
degree from San Diego State, majoring 
in math. 

She then went on to 
California State Uni-
versity, Chico to get her 
teaching credential. 

Loeffler’s mother, 
sister and brother-in-
law are all also teach-
ers. 

When she decided 
to become a teacher 
herself, she did so with the full support 
of family and friends. 

In addition to math, Loeffler also 
taught chemistry and computer science 
for one year each at her previous job in 
Princeton, Calif. 

“[Princeton] was similar to Saratoga 
in that everybody was responsible for 
themselves and their actions,” Loeffler 
said. 

According to Loeffler, her experiences 
in Saratoga are dissimilar to her experi-
ences in Princeton.

“[Saratoga] is a whole different com-
munity,” Loeffler said.

While this is only her sixth year as an 
educator, Loeffler establishes rapport 

with students in a way 
that belies her relative-
ly short experience. 

“Getting to know 
the students is very in-
teresting, and I really 
enjoy it,” Loeffler said.

Loeffler could not 
be happier with her 
new job. 

“[The school] is 
clean and beautiful, and I love how nice 
everybody is,” Loeffler said. 

Loeffler said she was impressed by 
the creativity and intellect of all mem-
bers of the community.

She looks forward to a great year 
teaching at the school and learning more 
about Saratoga.  

“This seems like a town of innova-
tors,” Loeffler said. u

Chen teaches psychology, government

Water polo coach takes on job in math department
Math teacher Rafael Alapont started 

teaching by mistake. That mistake, which 
may be better described as luck, has led 
to 14 years of success and enrichment in 
his life as a teacher and a person.

Alapont used to be the director of the 
aquatic facility at Lake Brentley High 
School, located in Altamonte Springs, 
Fla., where he secured 
his first teaching job in 
1999. 

However, one of the 
math teachers at this 
school had a break-
down and was no lon-
ger able to effectively 
teach the students. 

In order to find a 
replacement teacher as soon as possible, 
the principal spoke to Alapont about be-
coming a math teacher, knowing that he 
had majored in the subject.

That school year, Alapont ended up 
teaching nine chapters of algebra in two 
months.

“It was basically like summer school 
on steroids,” Alapont said.

Since then, Alapont has taught at 
Mountain View High School, Homestead 
High School and Crittenden Middle 
School. He joined Saratoga this year to 
teach Geometry and Algebra 2 Honors.

“Saratoga [High] is one of the best 
schools in the nation,” said Alapont. 
“In my eyes, it’s the best school in the 
state.”

Teaching was not the profession Ala-
pont originally had in mind. 

He wanted to be an air traffic con-
troller after he got his mathematics de-
gree. He took all the tests to become one, 
but then President Ronald Reagan had 

stopped the hiring for 
federal positions. 

“I wanted to be an 
air traffic controller at 
one point in time be-
cause it was all mathe-
matical,” said Alapont. 
“I have always loved 
the way vectors move 
in a coordinate plane.”

When Alapont is not teaching, he 
enjoys eating Chinese food, visiting his 
two children at USC and playing with 
his 2-year-old son.

Although Alapont was not a teacher 
here last year, he was the coach for girls’ 
varsity water polo. 

He is coaching the team this year as 
well. 

Luckily, everything worked out for 
the best because Alapont loves teaching 
and could not be happier. 

Alapont even described himself as a 
“math geek.”

“Every day is a new experience when 
you teach,” Alapont said. “At the end, 
it’s always nice to see the light in stu-
dents’ faces.”

According to Alapont, the most im-
portant aspects of being a competent 
teacher include passion for the subject 
and connections with one’s students.

“I enjoy seeing the light students 
possess,” Alapont said. “It always feels 
great to help [students] understand the 
material and to get them to verbalize 

what they are learning.”
During his first year here, Alapont 

looks forward to getting his Algebra 2 
Honors students ready for Trig/Precal-
culus Honors and preparing his Geom-
etry students for Algebra 2 Honors. 

“[Students] should be proud of the 
school [they] belong to; it’s a great fam-
ily,” said Alapont. “It’s important to un-
derstand how lucky we are —  students 
and teachers alike — that we are part 
this great community.” u

BY VibhaSeshadri

Coach and teacher Rafael Alapont poses with last year’s girls’ varsity water polo team.

English instructor reflects on past experiences

togatalks

junior Meeta Marathe

A smile goes 
a long way, so 
whenever I see 
them, I smile.”

junior Tesia Sun

I like to 
participate in their 
classes to make 
them feel more 
welcome.”

In what ways do 
you welcome 
new teachers to 
campus?

junior Anshul Aggarwal

[I] usually say 
hi and welcome 
[them], then 
proceed with 
some jokes.”
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Science Teacher 
Matt Welander

Spanish Teacher 
Rebecca Marshburn

Music Teacher 
Travis Gould

Courtesy of RAFAEL ALAPONT

Science Teacher 
Kristopher Orre

INFORMATION PROVIDED BY SUE DINI

New Teachers 
on the Block

bigideaTH
E

Government and pschology teacher 
Hana Chen
Before coming to this school, Chen 
taught at Shendehowa High School in 
New York and Leadership High School 
in San Jose.

Math teacher Lauchlin Loeffler
Loeffler was supported in her career 
choice by both her family and her 
friends, including her mother, sister 
and brother-in-law, who are all also 
teachers.

English teacher Michael Kim
From 2011 to 2013, Kim taught at the 
same high school that he used to at-
tend when he was younger, San Rafael 
High.

Math teacher Rafael Alapont
Alapont originally wanted to be an air 
traffic controller because he enjoyed 
the mathematicl aspects of the job, like 
the vectors in the coordinate plane that 
he worked with.

Teacher Trivia

Every day is a new 
experience when you 

teach.

teacher Rafael Alapont

Math Teacher 
Meghan Pickett

  [The school] is clean 
and beautiful, and I 
love how nice every-

body is.
teacher Lauchlin Loeffler

Chen

Loeffler

GRAPHICS BY JANE PARK
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‘00 grad Rector: changes to 
school are mostly positive

NOW      

Ever since sophomore Fiona Sequeira 
was little, she was entertained with sto-
ries of her sisters’ experiences in high 
school, from Jessica Sequeira’s tales of 
the journalism room at Saratoga to So-
phie Sequeira’s stories about her experi-
ences at Archbishop Mitty High School. 

For Fiona, high school wasn’t so 
daunting; it wasn’t a surprise. She had 
been told about it for the majority of her 
life. 

While Fiona sees many similarities 
between her and Jes-
sica’s times in high 
school, she also said 
that there are many 
educational differ-
ences.

“We do a lot more 
technology-based ac-
tivities now, such as 
[using] Supersite for 
French,” Fiona said.

Technology was still a big part of 
school life when Jessica, who graduated 
in 2007, attended Saratoga, but accord-
ing to Fiona, it was not incorporated 
into the curriculum as much.

However, the pressure that Jessica 
faced in high school was similar to the 
pressure that students currently face.

“Students were competitive with one 
another academically — but even more 
so with themselves,” she said.

Jessica added that while students 
were competitive, there was never a lot 
of attention paid to the humanities side, 

until she got into higher levels of educa-
tion at Harvard University.

“The humanities were consider-
ably neglected, despite some top-notch 
teachers,” Jessica said. “For me, true 
interaction with peers interested at a 
rigorous analytical level in literature, 
philosophy and political science would 
only come in university classes.”

However, the sisters had different in-
terests academically, since Jessica, who 
was editor-in-chief of the Falcon dur-
ing her senior year, had a passion for 
humanities while Fiona plans to pursue 

something in sci-
ence.

Jessica was also 
not excited by school 
spirit and rallies, and 
thought they felt ar-
tificial.

She explained 
that this was because 
the school was so 

academically oriented, so she found 
it strange that it  “[whipped] itself up 
into a pseudo-athletic frenzy once a 
month.”

While Jessica disliked the competi-
tion and obsession with grades and 
scores, she does have fond memories of 
her high school days.

“My most vivid memories are of 
long life conversations perched on cars 
in the front parking lot and long eve-
nings in the journalism room putting 
that month’s issue to bed,” she said. “A 
kind of mystical Brideshead Revisited-
type innocence hung over it all.” u

Siblings compare, contrast school experiences
“Saratoga High School est. 1959” is 

written proudly across the front of the 
school. In some families, this school has 
been a second home for generations of 
students who have studied in the same 
classrooms, read the same books and-
sat on the same lunch tables.

Although  only separated by a cou-
ple years, current students and their 
older siblings have some differences in 
their views and experiences at the high 
school. 

Sophomore Karishma Shah and her 
older brother alumnus Kushal Shah 
share the same opinion on many parts 
of the school but see them in different 
lights.  

Kushal, who graduated in 2009, said 
the school is just as academically ori-
ented as it was five years ago when he 
was a student.

“[This aspect] is a trademark of what 
makes the school so great and appeal-
ing,” Kushal said. “The academic envi-
ronment really motivates you to push 
yourself to your limits.”

Kushal also admits, however, that 
this competitive nature can lead to 
“less-than-ideal grades,” which may 
make many students feel bad about 
themselves.

“What students need to realize,” 

Kushal said, “is that [they] develop 
their minds to a higher degree [by] go-
ing to a school where the grade won’t 
be perfect. This will prove much more 
fruitful in the future.” 

Sophomore Shreya Sheel and her 
brother, alumnus Nikhil Sheel, said the 
school gives students more of a chance 
to grow.

Shreya said the lack of step-by-step 
assistance from teachers helps students 
learn independently.

“Teachers [here] aren’t always 
watching your back; they let you man-
age yourself and become self-suffi-
cient,” Shreya said. “It’s something 
that helps every student. There is more 
freedom.”

At the same time, she also feels that 
academically, the school offers “a vari-
ety of courses to meet every students’ 
needs.”

Nikhil, who graduated in 2008, said 
that classes were hard, if not a struggle, 
but the level of difficulty “helps in the 
long run.”

Nikhil said that he valued that aca-
demics the school provided and wished 
he had done better instead of getting 
“distracted.” In this way, he tries to 
mentor Shreya.

Shreya said that her brother’s advice 
about the importance of doing well has 
also motivated her to try her best while 

she still has time.
Though the school is academically 

challenging, the siblings explain it of-
fers some good social opportunities.  

Shreya  said that Bombay in the Bay 
has been an activity that she and her 
older siblings were a part of when they 
were at Saratoga. It is something that 
all three siblings have enjoyed partici-
pating in.

“[Bombay in the Bay] started with 
my sister’s [Sonali Sheel] grade and 
[got more attention] in my brother’s 
grade,” Shreya said. “It’s nice to be a 
part of something memorable that my 
siblings were also in; it ties our experi-
ences together.”

Kushal said that he had some of his 
best memories at school dances, but 
finds that some of the regulations at 
dances have affected and hindered stu-
dents’ time in high school.

“I understand the administration’s 
views,” Kushal said, “but for me, high 
school was that transitionary period 
where a student must learn to function 
to a high degree academically, but just 
as importantly socially.”

 In the end, though siblings express 
differences in viewpoints of the school, 
all agree that, for the most part, the 
school is enjoyable and beneficial to 
students both socially and academi-
cally.

“Saratoga is unique in its own 
ways,” Karishma said. “It strives to be 
the best community for [all students].”

According to Shreya, being able to 
take part in what her siblings did has 
allowed her to realize that the little de-
tails that remain constant over the years 
can make the biggest difference. u

Imagine teaching at Saratoga 13 years 
from now. Many current teachers will 
still be teaching, while a new generation 
of students will walk the same 
halls you once walked. 

Imagine how much the 
school will have changed. Are 
the classes still as they were a 
decade ago? Do the students 
dress the same way? Are there 
any new classes?

Since he came back to the 
school as a teacher in 2007 after 
his graduation in 2000, English teacher 
Erick Rector has witnessed changes take 
place in school.  

Whether it be from studying as a 
student or teaching as a teacher, Rector 
has witnessed much change that has oc-
curred in the school. 

One major change that Rector has no-
ticed since he began teaching at school 
has been the added stress and pressure 
on students.

 Back in his high school days, there 
was less of an emphasis on studies. 

“It is getting more and more difficult 
as generations come and go,” Rector 
said. “Students should emphasize qual-
ity and not stress over taking multiple 
APs.” 

According to Rector, the majority of 
the school population is “friendly, open 
to new students and kind hearted as 
ever.” 

However, the most positive change 

that Rector has noticed has been the in-
crease in the quality of sports programs. 
He said that a big difference is the ad-
dition of a functioning football field, a 
luxury his high school class never had. 

The football team, back in the 2000s, 
did not have lights on their field, 
so they had to play their home 
games at Los Gatos. 

Rector further praised the cur-
rent football team and coachesfor 
achieving something that Sara-
toga had been yearning for de-
cades, a win against Los Gatos in 
2010. 

“[The win] is something to 
be commended because the drought 
stretched through the years I attended 
high school,” Rector said. 

Another improvement, according to 
Rector, is the quality of food in the caf-
eteria. The food students eat currently is 
“significantly better” than what Rector 
ate as a student.

  “The only thing similar to the lunch 
offered when I went to Saratoga High is 
the pizza,” said Rector. “There was not 
as much variety as there is now.” 

Rector has seen many positive chang-
es in the school,  but  he views the laptop 
and smartphones students use today to 
be a negative change for the school. 

“Nowadays, a lot of students are in 
front of a computer or a smartphone 
taking notes or taking a picture of dia-
grams that are drawn out in class,” said 
Rector. “They are losing educational 
merit that is there when transcribing 
notes and diagrams.” u

Sequeira sisters create 
strong memories at SHS

Alumni Ponder chAngeS At ShS

BY HelenChen

Rector

BY AdityaChaudhry
& SudeepRaj

BY MeganaIyer

Alumnus Nikhil Sheel performs in Bom-
bay in the Bay, a Sheel family tradition. 

Courtesy of SHREYA SHEEL

My most vivid memories 
are of long life 

conversations perched 
on cars.

Alumna Jessica Sequeira
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Football 
9/13 vs. Salinas

matchups

Field Hockey
9/16 vs. St. Ignatius

G Volleyball
9/17 vs. Notre Dame

B Water Polo
9/19 vs. Fremont

G Water Polo
9/17 vs. Lynbrook

G Tennis
9/17 vs. Los Altos

Cross Country
9/24 @ Crystal Springs

Senior Packages (Class of 2014) Include
•  College Admissions Counsulting                                •  Personalized College List
•  Application/Essay Workshops and Guidance            •  College Interview Workshops

College Admissions Seminar 
Attend our acclaimed, informative colege admissions seminars in-center or in the 
community at large. More information and registration on our website. 

SAT I/II & ACT Program  
Sign up for a FREE Diagnostic Test!
•  Test-taking strategies and techniques                        •  Small class sizes       
•  Intensive timed drilling                                                     •  Flexible schedule
•  Proven track record of improving scores

Homework Tutorials (In all subjects)  
Our instructors have stellar academic records from: Stanford, 
Johns Hopkins, Yale, Harvard, and Dartmouth.

Middle School 
Enrichment Courses

 Register today for as low as $1195! 

What is your 
college dream? 
Whatever it is, 
FLEX can help!

Palladian Counseling Workshop 
Sign-up for a FREE 1-on-1 Academic Counseling session!
•  Will you take the ACT or SAT?                                         •  Which extracurriculars should
•  Are you taking the right classes?                                      you take?
•  Start your college dream by planning early               •  Career and majors assessment                  

www.�excollegeprep.com
Almaden

408.997.1632
Cupertino

408.252.7742

Fremont
510.668.0880

Los Altos
650.947.7742

Early Registration
Discounts 
Available! 

Call a center 
near you!

FALCON // DAVID SPARKMAN

  

The bell rings, signaling 
the end of sixth-period Span-
ish. “¡Adiós gringos!” Spanish 
teacher Bret Yeilding calls after 
the students slowly trickling 
out the door. He finishes up 
some grading from last week’s 
quiz, and heads out, not to his 
car to go home, but to the foot-
ball field. 

Yeilding has been teaching 
Spanish at the school for 15 
years, but what most people 
don’t realize about him is that 
he has a passion for coaching 
football. Yeilding has had over 
20 years of coaching experi-
ence in Fresno and Leigh High 
School and a few years coach-
ing girls’ basketball. 

This year, he is back to coach-
ing and enjoying his time as an 
assistant coach for the JV foot-
ball team. 

“I’ve been coaching for most 
of my adult life, and I haven’t 
coached in a while because my 
son was playing and I wanted 
to watch him play,” Yeilding 
said. “But now that he’s done, 
I’m getting back into it.”

Football requires a large 
time commitment from play-
ers as well as coaches. Even 
though the practices can be 
overwhelming, Yielding has 
managed to strike a balance be-
tween his teaching and coach-
ing.

“There are long hours, but 
it’s totally worth it. Coaching 
has never been work for me, it’s 
always been something fun for 
me,” Yeilding said. “We have 
some great kids. I love working 
with them, and I love football,  
so I’m having a great time. 

Yeilding’s positive attitude 
is reflected in his coaching  
methods as well. Patience is 
the key to all sports, and he 
embodies that advice. 

Spanish isn’t as differ-
ent to football as most people 
would expect. When training 
new players, Yeilding thinks it 
is best to break things up into 
steps, which he believes makes 
the learning process easier for 
the coach and the player. Al-
ways start from the basics, like 
learning a language. 

“Both are essentially teach-
ing, so you’re trying to have a 

desired outcome. 
In Spanish, I want them to 

develop some language. In 
football, I want them to develop 
skill,” Yeilding said. “But how 
do I get there? Just by break-
ing it down and working in 
pieces.”

Coaching football has its 

lasting rewards for Yeilding as 
he sees steady signs of improve-
ment with every practice.

“The best part about coach-
ing is contributing to players 
having a positive experience,” 
Yeilding said. “And going and 
kicking butt on Friday night.” 
That’s always pretty fun.” u

BY Tiffany Zheng

Yielding: a new addition to football 

Assistant Coach Bret Yielding watches JV players practice on Sept. 5. 

SpaniSh teacher returnS to the SidelineS aS  aSSiStant JV coach
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Cross Country

Coaches: Dan Ambrico (boys), Danny Moon (girls)
Star runners: senior Drew Bryan, juniors Steven Sum, Andrew Harter, Chris-
tine Schlossareck and Carolyn Qi 
Key additions: freshman April Schindler

As the fall season begins, both the girls’ and boys’ cross country teams are 
working hard to improve their endurance.

According to junior Carolyn Qi, the keys to the girls’ team’s success are to 
“work hard, run far, run fast and not get injured.” 

She added that working together and friendly competition help runners 
improve.

Junior Steven Sum said the entire team is hoping to improve their record, 
while each of them has own personal goal.

To meet his goal of winning CCS this fall, Sum fits in as many training ses-
sions as possible, even if it is before school. Many days, he runs twice a day.

“I’ll run the workout with the rest of the team, but I’ll usually do extra 
mileage,” he said.

Even if he does not win CCS, Sum hopes to place in the top five or 10 in 
the state.

Also, Sum and the rest of the boys’ cross country team have been doing 
weight workouts to improve this season. Last year at CCS, Sum placed sec-
ond in the 3-mile run with a time of 15:32.

“Everybody has gotten a lot better and everybody has gotten a lot older,” 
Sum said.

At CCS last year, Qi placed 33rd in the 3-mile run with a time of 20:55. Qi, 
who hopes to make it to state with the team, explained that the runners are 
trying not to work themselves too hard, while also gaining the endurance 
they need from long runs and hill workouts. 

“There is no I in team, so the team goal is basically my goal. I want to do 
my best to insure us a spot in states this year,” Qi said.

Like the rest of her teammates, Qi is looking to improve and work hard 
this season, as well as help the team become as successful as possible.

“Not many people know about cross country,” she said. “But we do have 
hard working athletes that give it their all.” u

—Megana Iyer and Maya Ravichandran

Field HoCkey

Coach: Lifon Huynh, third year as coach
2012-2013 record: 13-7  (league: 7-7)
2012-2013 Recap: Due to the high number of returning varsity players, the Fal-
cons went far in the season, making it to the CCS semi-finals against St. Francis. 
After two overtimes and two shootouts, the Falcons lost in the last shootout by 
one goal. 
Star players: senior midfielders Ingrid Hong and Jennie Werner, senior for-
wards Risha Shah and Sana Ali and senior goalie Lena Jewler
Key Additions: sophomore midfielders Erin Norris and Anne Rollinson and 
junior forward Christina Crolla 
Keys Matchups: Los Gatos, Los Altos
League: Santa Clara Valley Athletic League

After 12 seniors leaving the team last year, this year’s focus is getting the 
team in shape. This year’s team is fairly young with only five seniors. In addi-
tion, the team is a mere 14 players, which means there are only three substitute 
players during games. 

“Losing so many talented seniors last year is going to be hard on us because 
they carried us,” said senior forward Risha Shah. “But Coach [Huynh] is deter-
mined to help us improve our fitness and stick skills so I’m not too worried.” 

The team will have a more daunting task in terms of making it to CCS this 
year due to the amount of young players. However, senior co-captain Jennie 
Werner believes that this will give a chance for the seniors to step up and set an 
example for the younger players. 

“Even though we only have five returning varsity players this year, I think 
this will be a great opportunity for me and the other seniors to be leaders for 
the rest of the team.” u

 —Ingrid Hong

Girls’ Volleyball

Coach: Brad Fredricson
2012-2013 Record: 18-16
2012-2013 Season Recap: The team came close to league championship but 
was stopped by a loss against Cupertino High School. This stopped them 
from making CCS.
Star Player: junior Sara Parden
Key Additions: sophomore Nicole Chiou
Key Matchups: Cupertino, Fremont, Los Gatos
League: El Camino

As the school year begins to gain momentum, so do Saratoga’s many suc-
cessful sports teams. The girls’ volleyball team placed second in their league, 
almost making the CCS playoffs. The team strives to be league champions 
this season and build upon last year’s success.

This year, the team will once again compete in the El Camino league and 
have another chance at facing Cupertino High School, which defeated them 
in the match before CCS.

Despite losing two of the team’s middle hitters — generally the most ef-
fective offensive players on the team the team hopes to fill this void with 
potential new talents from the Junior Varsity team.

Long-time coach Brad Fredricson said that the new players have strong 
potential but also explains the challenges.

“A couple of [the new players] are athletic but [volleyball] is a skill game, 
and you have to learn those skills before you can really get better,” Fredric-
son said. “It’s just about how fast we can develop a couple of the younger 
players so they can step in for some of the ones we lost.”

A few veteran players have also agreed that this year might be their 
chance at a championship if they can get some support from new incoming 
players.

To accomplish this goal, the team would have to surpass their previous 
record of 18-16 in the league and outcompete any teams vying for the same 
goal.

“This year, we have a good shot at beating Cupertino and going to CCS 
as the league champion,” Fredricson said. u

	 	 	 	 	 	 	
—Trung Vandinh 

Girls’ GolF

Coach: Dave Gragnola
2012-2013 Record: 13-1
2012-2013 Season Recap: The team achieved the status of League Champi-
ons-the first one ever in the history of SHS girls golf.
Star Player: Vivian Roan
Key Additions: Carrie Chen, Anya Herne, Raina Kolluri, Michelle Xu, Maya 
Prasad 
Key Matchups: Gunn, Palo Alto High
League: -Santa Clara Valley Athletic League 

 It’s a new season for girls’ golf, which means new players, new oppo-
nents, and new challenges. 

“We have a lot of freshmen and sophomore newbies on the team this sea-
son, which wasn’t the case last year. It’s exciting to see so many fresh faces 
that our actually taking interest in golf, since it’s not the most popular sport 
ever,” said senior Elise Mun. 

Everyone believes the six new players will make a great addition to the 
team, but will they be able to compensate for the loss of the senior players? 

“We definitely lost some of our top players this past year. As an effect, our 
scores will probably go up, which is bad in golf. We set a reputation in our 
league as league champions last seasons. Hopefully, we’ll get to maintain our 
spot,” said senior Elise Mun. 

Sophomore Ankitha Sarvesh believes that the team performance will im-
prove, but not because of the new players. 

“I feel like the freshmen are devoted and stuff but they really need to up 
their game. I think [the score will improve] because all of the sophomores, me 
included, will start to understand that they’re not just freshmen anymore so 
they need to start working harder.” 

To add to the pressure of expectations, the girls’ first opponents- the schools 
Palo Alto and Gunn- are not going to go easy on the team.

“We will have trouble competing with the talent on Gunn and Palo Alto. 
The top four teams make the League Finals and I am hoping we make it this 
year,” said coach David Gragnola. u

—Oksana Trifanova

Girls’ tennis

Coach: Florin Marica
2012-2013 Record: (12-3)
2012-2013 Season Recap: Outstanding season finishing second in the league 
behind Monta Vista. Lost to Menlo in second round of CCS. 
Star Player: Usha Raman
Key Additions: Allison Lin, Shireen Hagshenas, Caitlin Ju, Neeka Nikfar, Ce-
lia Kohler, Simi Srivastava, Yu Asai, Ai Asai, Kelly Hsu
Key Matchups: (Monta Vista, Menlo, Palo Alto)
League: (De Anza Division 1)

The varsity tennis team has a reputation as one of the best sport teams at 
Saratoga, as well as one of the strongest competitors in the league. As the 
2013-2014 season begins, the team faces the obstacle of losing nine key play-
ers, six of whom to graduation. 

“Even though it’s tough that we lost so many valuable players from last 
year, I am excited to welcome the new players onto the team this season,” 
senior Usha Raman said. 

The team looks to regain its position as league champions after a slightly 
tougher season due to a mid-season change of coaches last year. Although 
all four singles players from the previous season have left, head coach Florin 
Marica has high hopes for the team. 

Marica had been the varsity assistant coach for several years, but this year 
he has taken over as head coach.  

“He has a lot of experience with coaching, and he tries to bring out the best 
in every player,” Raman said. 

Marica is prepared to train both incoming and veteran varsity players to 
bring even more intensity and aggressiveness to the court. 

“This will be great opportunity for a clean start and a fresh perspective,” 
said Raman. 

 The team practices Monday to Thursday for around two hours after 
school. Marica is determined to improve the girls’ fitness and endurance. 

“Since we no longer have MVP’s, we will beat our opponents by our fit-
ness and withhold even a three-hour match, if that’s what it takes,” Marica 
said. 

The team will continue to improve its fitness, technique and skill to domi-
nate the courts in the upcoming matches. 

Raman said, “I am really looking forward to coming together as a team 
this season and achieving our common goal — to represent Saratoga as well 
as we can.” u

—Allison Lin

 Football

Coach: Tim Lugo 
2012 Record: 6-5
2012 Recap: The Falcons had one of their best seasons in recent years. With 
an explosive offense led by quarterback Jonathan Walters and  class of 2013’s 
Kyle Dozier, the Falcons made the CCS playoffs but lost in a nailbiter to the 
Aptos Mariners.
Star Player: Walters
Key Additions: junior running back-cornerback Ken Wu, sophomore offen-
sive guard Adam Camp
Key Matchups: Los Gatos, Sacred Heart Cathedral, Milpitas
League: De Anza (upper league)

After the inspiring 2012 season for the Falcons, there are great expectations 
for the team going into the 2013 season. Now going into the second year of 
the spread offense, the Falcons look to have even more success than they did 
last year. 

Even though star players wide receiver Kyle Dozier, linebacker Henry Wei, 
and running back Bryson Yates have graduated, seniors linebacker Chris-
tian Lee, wide receiver Travis Stokes, and running back Davis Berryhill have 
stepped up to fill those roles.

This year the Falcons look to have success again through the passing game 
and an integral part to the success of the offense is the team’s best player 
senior quarterback Jonathan Walters. Last year Walters had a monumental 
season with 3,503 passing yards, 39 passing touchdowns and an overall quar-
terback rating of 106.

Walters, however, knows the offense much better than they did last year.
“I have high expectations for this season because we have a solid year of 

the spread offense under our belt,” Walters said. “It definitely helps feeling 
like you know the offense and feeling comfortable with it.”

Walters said that watching last year’s film and looking at what he needs to 
improve on really helps and that he feels this season could be better than last 
year’s.

“I’ve been training hard in the offseason and I feel that the dedication I, 
and my team, put in both on and off the field will help us become better this 
season,” Walters said. u

—Nikil Ramanathan
	 	 	 	

Senior QB Jonathan Walters attempts a pass in preparation for the season opener.
FALCON // DAVID SPARKMAN

boys’ Water Polo

Coach: Courtney Krase
Record Last Year: 10-2 
Recap: second place in league, did not make CCS
Star Player: senior utility Stephen Cho
Key Additions: sophomores Graham Schmelzer, Mason Lee
Key Match-Ups: Wilcox, Homestead
League: El Camino

 
Going into the 2013-2014 school year, the boys’ water polo team hopes to 

improve on their second-place finish in league last season as both seniors Ste-
phen Cho and Patrick Wang expect the team to win the El Camino league.

However, both Cho and Wang know there will be struggles and losses 
along the way.

Senior goalie Clayton Brown and senior driver Cameron Borch will also be 
experienced leaders for the team as it looks to become a more cohesive unit. 

“We have to work better as a team, and work harder during practices,” 
Wang said. “The harder we work in practice, the better we play.”

The Falcons are looking to break the mediocrity of their recent seasons and 
think this years group is the team to do it.

“After coming in second place two years in a row, we won’t stop at any-
thing to get first this year,” Cho said. u

	 —Jonathan Young

FALCON // DAVID SPARKMAN

Senior Stephen Cho fights for possesion of the ball during practice on Sept. 5

Girls’ Water Polo    

Coach: Rafael Alapont
2012-2013 Record: 12-4-0
2012-2013 Season Recap: The girls tied with Harker last year at the El Camino 
League Championships. However, Saratoga was not invited to compete in 
CCS because teams were chosen to participate in CCS before the league tour-
naments.
Star Players: senior Nikki De Roos, and juniors Maddison Gress and Mack-
enzie Rosenthal
Key Additions: freshman Sophie Sellers 
Key Matchups: All games. Particularly Los Gatos
League: De Anza League

After ending a successful season last year as co-league champions with 
Harker in the El Camino League, the girls’ water polo team has been bumped 
up to the more difficult De Anza League.

Even with phenomenal playing last year, the team expects to struggle 
through this current season. 

According to coach Rafael Alapont, the team is “not expected to win any 
games since we moved up [to the De Anza League].”

However, the team views this challenge in a positive light. “I feel that if as 
a team we persevere through practices and games, we will be able to improve 
and have a season full of learning, ” junior Mackenzie Rosenthal said.

To help improve its game, the team has modified its workouts to model 
international pool rules for water polo. 

“The focus is a big change as the girls realize that this year is a big deal,” 
Rosenthal said. u

—Aditya Chaudhry

Junior Madison Gress winds up for a shot during a game from last year’s season. 
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Pancakes are supposed to be easy 
to make, especially if you’ve got 
a box of pancake mix. Just mix, 

pour and cook. Bam. 
However, for those of us 

who are culinarily challenged, 
making pancakes can be the 
prelude to creating a weapon 
of mass destruction.

It all started one fateful sum-
mer afternoon.

We were starving, as we’d 
just had an SAT study session. 
Starving people don’t refuse 
food, and there was a box of 
pancake mix, staring enticingly 
at us from its spot on a shelf.

Junior Carolyn Sun and I teamed up 
and started off perfectly fine. Opening 
the box wasn’t hard and neither was 
opening the bag of mix. In retrospect, 
we should have just left the cardboard 
container on the shelf, but since we were 
fairly confident in our abilities to cook 
pancakes from mix, we forged on, tossing 
the mix into a soon-to-be-much-abused 
bowl and adding eggs and sugar.

Sure, some sugar spilled out onto 
the counter, and sure, maybe some egg-
shell made its way into the bowl, but we 
shrugged it off. Protein is good for the 
soul. It looked more 
or less like pancake 
batter should, and 
we added gigantic 
chocolate chips.

How were we 
hapless cooks to 
know that frying 
large chunks of 
chocolate wasn’t a 
good idea? After all, 
theoretically speaking, a universal law 
of the is that if you pop anything in a 
pan over a fire, it’ll cook. 

We didn’t take into account the fact 
that those large chunks of chocolate 
would sink to the bottom of the bowl 
of batter … perhaps that’s why our 
last pancakes appeared to be about 90 
percent chocolate charcoal. It was a bit 
hard to tell since both the batter and the 
chocolate were black — I mean, aromatic 
shade of noir.

So I decided I was going to comman-
deer the frying pan and the spatula and 
the chopsticks, because I felt that such 
materials gave me power. After all, Poca-
hontas said something once about how 
everything has a spirit or some such. I 

like to think that cooking utensils have 
spirits too.

Carolyn took on the bowl of batter 
and, having divvied up these very im-

portant duties between us, we 
set to it, cooking them Chinese-
style: we attempted to make 
pancakes that were 8 inches in 
diameter.

The first pancake came out 
nicely. It was edible, and of a 
hale and healthy shade com-
mon to many good pancakes.

Encouraged by the success 
of our first pancake and driven 
by our irresistible hunger, we 
decided to make more. 

However … the second pancake, the 
third, fourth and the fifth all looked less 
and less like pancakes as we went. The 
last one … well, desperate people do 
desperate things. After failing to flip it 
over neatly, I scrambled it like a fried 
egg. With the spatula. Carolyn egged me 
on, by the way (pun intended).

Because we made the mistake of pour-
ing the batter on the edge of the pan, the 
pancakes came out in unique shapes. In 
fact, they resembled the works of Picasso 
and Kadinsky. We honored their memo-
ry well, if I do say so myself; they would 

have been proud.
Of course, eating 

them was a whole 
other matter. We 
thought that the 
coal-black lumps 
and charred odor 
were very charm-
ing, but we may 
have balked a little 
at the actual con-

sumption of our pancakes.
We split them up. I took half home. I 

don’t know what Carolyn did with hers.
I did the smart thing and kept it in a 

plastic box with a clear top, rubber-band-
ed. I carried that box with me every time 
I saw Carolyn and my other friends, for 
two weeks straight.

I may have also left the sealed box 
in direct sunlight for a few hours more 
than once.

Carolyn told me to toss the box away 
on pain of death, saying that the pan-
cakes weren’t food anymore, they were 
Darwinism. I obeyed. I think I saw the 
pancakes move when the box hit the 
trash, but we’ll both deny it if a pancake 
monster crawls out of the dump. u

How to be an artist 
part two: cooking

HELEN
WONG

I Wong the game

Starving people don’t 
refuse food, and there 
was a box of pancake 
mix, staring enticingly 
at us from its spot on a 

shelf.

A new specialty grocery store, Wild-
wood Market, has recently opened in 
downtown Saratoga. Owned by fresh-
man Anna and junior Charley Dutro’s 
father, Frank Dutro, the store has be-
come a trendy hangout place for stu-
dents.

The main attractions to this market 
are the low-priced smoothies, milk-
shakes and slushies. Even though the 
smoothies are cheap, the food has the 
same standard price that is expected 
from most higher quality grocery 
stores.

According to its website, Wildwood 
Market is trying to recreate the feel of 
a downtown Saratoga market from the 
‘60s, which includes having fewer pro-
cessed foods.

The entrance of the store has a large 
round table for students to sit and chat. 
Along with the milkshake machine, 
there is also a soda fountain and a small 
TV. Students say the customer service 
is great, and they feel welcome to stay 
and socialize.

An aisle in the middle contains gen-
eral snack food such as Pop chips and 
Doritos on the left side while the right 
has various dips and groceries. In ad-
dition, the back of the store has a fridge 
and some fresh fruit in multiple bas-
kets.

All of these elements provide a place 
that is becoming a new destination for 
the students.

Sophomore Matthew Zung is one of 
Wildwood Market’s new customers.

“The vanilla milkshakes are the best 
ones I've ever had,” Zung said. “The 
price of $3.90 is perfect for students. 
You can’t get a better deal than that.”

The market owns its own custom 
milkshake machine, which it claims is 
the secret to their delicious beverages. 
A pre-filled cup is put into the machine 
and mixed around to make it milky and 
creamy with the options of less creamy, 
regular, and more creamy. Another big 
selling point is the large patio just out-
side the shop.

“The smoothies are cool and deli-
cious,” sophomore Zhan Ng said. “The 
market is a fantastic spot to hangout 
after school and it has a variety of deli-
cious treats.

Overall, the student consensus is 
that Wildwood Market is a positive ad-
dition to a downtown that many find is 
lacking in stores, and is welcomed by 
Saratoga students.

“The awesome
flavor is defi-
nitely worth 
the number of 
calories it con-
tains. It’s just 
a great place to 
go,” Ng said. u

buzzworthy  New market

snapshots

4. During the first rally on Aug. 23, Tyler 
Plesse (12) prepares to dive for the ball 
in a class game of Steal the Bacon. 

3. English teacher Amy Keys introduces 
her curriculum to junior parents during 
Back to School Night on Aug. 29.

2. In the PTSO barbeque on Aug. 23, a 
table of junior boys enjoy their grilled 
food for the closed campus lunch.

1. Simi Srivastava (11) and Anshika 
Maheshwari (11) lead a Freshmen Fo-
cus session In Economics teacher Todd 
Dwyer’s room on Aug. 19.
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Jade Bisht and Lauren Louie

PuNs

Instagram. Why isn’t there a 
coffee filter yet?

Offensive.That’s riceist. 
Eggcitement. All this hard-
boiled news is making me 
eggcited. 

Food. We’re on a roll with 
these puns, but we could do 
butter.

Newspaper. As journalists, 
we demand our writes. 

Stately. I can’t bear the heat 
these days in Koalafornia.

Being successful. You knead 
dough if you’re going to rise to 
the top.

Penny for your thoughts. In-
coinsiderate people have no 
cents of humor.

Letters. What type of cards 
do soldiers send? Tank you 
letters.

Headphones. I canknot untan-
gle these headphones.

topten


