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Grad Night 
event to be 
off campus

Drama 
in court: 
Murder!

As Grad Night approaches, 
curiosity about its location is 
rising. One thing is certain: For 
the first time ever, the event will 
take place off campus. What is 
less clear is where it will occur, 
though many seniors think it 
will be at Great America.

Assistant principal Kerry 
Mohnike, who attended a Grad 
Night meeting in the fall, be-
lieves these rumors started be-
cause other schools have had 
their graduation celebrations at 
Great America in the past.

“The knowledge that it 
wasn’t going to be here started 
people speculating,” Mohnike 
said. “People started making 
guesses of, ‘Where is it? Well, 
some high schools have it at 
Great America, so maybe that’s 
where we’re going. Oh, that’s 
where we’re going! Oh, guess 
what? We’re going!’”

Parent Elaine McGinnis, co-
chair of this year’s Grad Night 
committee, would not confirm 
whether the event would be at 
Great America in order to main-
tain the element of surprise. 
She did say, however, that Grad 
Night will take place off  cam-
pus this year.

McGinnis said that in a meet-
ing last spring, the committee 
decided to have Grad Night at 
an offsite location when former 
assistant principal Karen Hyde 
mentioned some issues the 

Where do we go 
from here?

Audrie Pott tragedy changes Saratoga

I am slower to get irritated by my hus-
band, because I realized in the minute 
when the bomb blew he was supposed 
to be at the finish line, those few sec-
onds where I thought something might 
have happened to him is fresh in my 
memory. Little things don’t matter so 

much anymore.
Science Teacher Kelly Nicholson

Teachers, student recount experience in Boston
BY SimiSrivastava
& WrenSutterfield

 GRAD NIGHT on pg. 7

‘Witness for the Prosecution’ 
kicks off student productions

A sense of shock 
settled like thick fog 
on the morning of Fri-
day, April 12, after stu-
dents found out about 
the alleged causes of 
sophomore Audrie 
Pott’s suicide last Sep-
tember. Throughout 
the hallways, students 
murmured about the 
presence of news vans 
outside the school — 
intruders into the com-

munity they had once 
assumed to be a safe 
haven.

Three sophomore 
boys had been arrested 
for the unspeakable: 
allegedly sexually as-
saulting an unconscious 
girl and spreading illicit 
photos of her. Claim-
ing wrongful death, the 
Pott family sued those 
involved at the alcohol-
laden party where the 
incident is said to have 

BY CristinaCurcelli
& SamuelLiu

 TRAGEDY on pg. 8

MARATHON BOMBING

DRAMA DEPARTMENT 

An intense courtroom scene 
from Agatha Christie’s “Wit-
ness for the Prosecution” un-
folds on stage. Mr. Myers yells 
angrily at Leonard Vole: “You 
killed Emily French!” Leonard, 
near tears, trembles as the case 
builds up against him.

“Hold!” cried senior Shayda 
Roohpavar, gesturing for the 
scene to pause. The actors are 
brought back to reality: a re-

hearsal in the Thermond Drama 
Center. 

The drama department’s 
two student-directed shows 
this year are “Witness for the 
Prosecution,” directed by se-
nior Shayda Roohpavar and 
“Barefoot in the Park,” direct-
ed by senior Laura Hannibal. 
“Witness for the Prosecution,” 
a 1950s Agatha Christie crime 
drama set in England, was per-
formed on April 25, 26 and 28 to 
a rousing audience. 

“It was really well placed, 
because there was a lot of in-
teraction with the audience,” 
sophomore Meeta Marathe 
said. “I liked how it all spiraled 
towards the end, and how the 
climax was the ending.”   

Roohpavar said that she 
chose to direct “Witness for the 
Prosecution” because of the plot 
twists that take place at the end 
of the show.

 PRODUCTION on pg. 7

BY SimiSrivastava

FALCON // WREN SUTTERFIELD

Minutes after finishing the 
Boston Marathon on April 15, 
science teacher Kelly 
Nicholson heard a 
loud explosion and 
saw a large cloud of 
smoke about a block 
away. Nicholson, still 
exhausted from finish-
ing the 26-mile race, 
frantically tried to find 
her husband, who was 
waiting for her near to 
the finish line.

“I crossed the finish line 
when the official time lapse 
clock read 4:03, and the first 
bomb blew at 4:09, so I was a 

block down,” Nicholson said. 
“I had just gotten my medal 
and I felt a thud. It was like 
[my] whole body vibrated.”

At first, many thought the 
sound had been a can-
non or perhaps a gen-
erator. After a second 
bomb went off, how-
ever, people began to 
panic.

Nicholson, who was 
one of two Saratoga 
High teachers running 
the race, along with art 
teacher Diana Vanry, 
could not get through 

to her husband because all cell 
phones and transportation had 
been shut down. Nicholson 
said she saw many examples of 

outstand-
ing char-
ity in the 
wake of 
the disas-
ter, such as 
a woman 
o f f e r i n g 
food, wa-
ter, warmth 
and the use 
of a phone 
to a com-
plete stranger.

“I guess that all through the 
crowds people that lived in 
Boston were inviting people 
over to their houses,” Nichol-
son said. “It was amazing how 
nice people were.”

Vanry, who finished the  MARATHON on pg. 7

marathon about 10 minutes be-
fore the bombs went off, said 
she was able to find her kids in 
the family meeting area before 
the explosions.

“It was pretty traumatic, 

More coverage on the 
Pott case on pgs. 8 and 
11. 
Background: Candle-
light vigil on April 19 
held in Pott’s honor.  

Sophomores Danny Kawadri and Blake Propach discuss a case in 
senior Shayda Roohpavar’s production “Witness for the Prosection.”

Courtesy of AUDRIE POTT FOUNDATION

Nicholson
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250 ‘fly to’ Junior Prom
 
On April 27, students en-

joyed a night of festivities at 
the City Hall Rotunda in San 
Jose. This year’s theme of 
“Fly me to the Moon,” taken 
from Frank Sinatra’s timeless 
song, was a fitting phrase as 
the night sky was clearly seen 
through the Rotunda’s glass 
dome ceiling. 

Bids starting at $80 drew in 
a large turnout of around 250 
students. An impressive num-
ber of underclassmen attended 
the event as well.

Sophomore Audrey Sun, 
who went with junior Dillon 
Wong, felt lucky to have the 
prom experience a year early.

“It was a really fun experi-
ence and the entire process 
was very memorable,” Sun 
said. “I didn’t expect there 
to be so many sophomores, 
though.”

At 6:20 p.m., students 
hopped into one of four char-
tered buses and took a 20-min-
ute drive to San Jose. After ar-

riving at the impressive glass 
dome, they dug into a buf-
fet style dinner of numerous 
dishes, including ravioli, mini 
burgers and a separate table 
full of brownies and desserts. 
Junior Ingrid Hong was one of 
the many to enjoy the food.

“I really enjoyed the buf-
fet style of appetizers because 
I was able to have a little of 
everything instead of just one 
serving of an entree,” said 
Hong. “I also heard from a lot 
of seniors that attended junior 
prom that our food was much 
better than the food at their ju-
nior prom.”

However, there was a lack 
of chairs and tables available. 
Many attendees found them-
selves with nowhere to go af-
ter getting food.

After the dinner, couples 
moved to the open floor to 
dance until the dance ended 
at 10 p.m., with DJ Delicious 
playing music for the rest of 
the night. Students only had 
good things to say about the 
prom playlist .

“The DJ played songs that 
all of us knew, so everyone 
looked like they were having 
a good time,” junior Vanessa 
Wang said. “It was really fun 
to watch people stepping out 
of their comfort zones and 
breaking out dance moves in 
the middle of a crowd.”

Even after the night of 
prom, the students continued 
to praise the beautiful venue.

“The Rotunda was definite-
ly different from typical junior 
prom venues,” junior class 
treasurer Maggie Sun said. 
“Everyone had really positive 
things to say.”

All in all, junior prom 
turned out to be a huge success 
and is sure to be a memorable 
experience for many students.

“It was a great night,” said 
junior Lauren Lin. “The ven-
ue was beautiful and the DJ 
played good music; everyone 
looked classy and like they 
were having a great time. If I 
had the chance, I would defi-
nitely not hesitate to re-live 
my experience.” u

picturethis

news
briefs

Senior Prom ‘at last’ at The Palace Hotel

Senior prom. Some might call it the icing on the cake 
of senior year — others might call it the cake itself. It is 
the time of year senior girls get to play dress-up in beauti-
ful evening gowns, while senior boys brainstorm creative 
ways to secure a date.

Members of the Class of 2013 will be dancing their night 
away for their “At Last”-themed senior prom at The Palace 
Hotel in San Francisco on May 18. 

Senior class president Evelyn Lee said the location was 
not hard to pick.

“When the class officers and I visited [The Palace Hotel], 
all the class officers agreed it was so beautiful,” Lee said. 
“We also heard great things about the food and service.”

In preparing for prom, the senior class officers concen-
trated on lowering the price of the bids.

“This year the officers really wanted to focus on making 
prom as affordable as possible, and I think we succeeded,” 
Lee said. “Bids should have started at $134, but with our 
fundraising, we were able to start our bids at $110.” 

Though the bids are the same price as last year’s Junior 
Prom bids, Lee believes the students are getting more for 
their money. Class officers predict a turnout of about 300.

Not only have the senior class officers kept bid prices 
to a minimum, Lee said they have managed to plan more 
decorations.

“We focused a lot on the small details this year, so there 
will be more decorations that are focused on our theme,” 
Lee said.

“At Last” is a phrase from the song “I See the Light” 
featured in the Disney movie “Tangled.” 

“From making a promo video with flying lanterns, to 
picking out the perfect bid that would match our theme, 
I think it was the little details that people really appreci-
ated,” Lee said.

—Ingrid Hong

    Although the majority of course selection trends for the 
2013-2014 school year remain the same, three programs in 
particular have received increased interest: the Media Arts 
Program, the AP Calculus AB course and the Introduction 
to Engineering and Science Research elective.

MAP has expanded to approximately 360 students, with 
most of the increase occurring among underclassmen. 

“I think MAP has a strong reputation on campus,” as-
sistant principal Brian Safine said. “The teachers have 
done a good job coordinating lessons and providing a co-
hesive experience for students.”

According to Safine, there are also more students in-
terested in Calculus AB because of the recently opened 
pathway including Trigonometry/Pre-Calculus. As more 
students finish the class this year, more are enrolling in 
Calculus AB for the next school, year. 

Besides the increased interest in MAP and in Calculus 
AB, required classes such as English continue to have the 
most enrollment. 

Foreign language courses and the music program also 
remain popular. According to Safine, 680 students are en-
rolled in Spanish, 215 in Chinese and 150 in French for the 
2013-2014 school year. The school’s band, orchestra and 
marching band electives continue to attract returning and 
new students.

The 2013-2014 school year will see the addition of two 
new electives: Introduction to Engineering and Advanced 
Scientific Research. According to Safine, about 50 students 
are signed up for the Intro to Engineering class, and 20 are 
signed up for the Advanced Science Research course. 

“Intro to Engineering has had enough interest to open 
another section,” Safine said. “You don’t always get that 
many students for a new class.”

—Michelle Leung

New courses, MAP receiving more numbers

falconfigures

Senior BallMay 18

upcomingevents

May 27 Memorial Day

May 31 MAP Smashin’

                    Juniors Abigail Small and Rick Roy show off a unique look during the 
Benefit Fashion Show held on April 6, an event that donated proceeds to the American Cancer Society.
BENEFIT FASHION SHOW

Class of 2014

BY CandiceZheng

ChemistryPhysics BEnglish LanguageStatistics US History

AP Test Registration 2013

Total AP tests taken: 1186
Total  Participants: 554
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This year, SHS students participating 
in History Day had a strong showing at 
the state competition. The school sent a 
record 16 entries, created by 31 students, 
to represent the Santa Clara County at 
the State Competition in Sacramento on 
April 27. 

“The length of time students spend 
creating and polishing their entries pro-
vides them with a deep understanding 
of their topic as well as the research 
process,” librarian Kevin Heyman said. 
“Through the creation of their entry, 
they learn how to effectively commu-
nicate the analysis of their findings in a 

clear and creative manner.”
During the previous two years, Sara-

toga has sent over 15 entries to the State 
Competition and three entries to the na-
tional competition.

This year, 180 students created 47 
entries, and 31 of these students quali-
fied for the state level competition. Sev-
eral of these state entries earned various 
awards.

Juniors Alex Renda, Andrew Chang, 
Mihir Iyer and Nikil Ramanathan won 
the Immigration in History Award for 
their entry in the group website com-
petition, “The Chinese Exclusion Act: A 
Turning Point in Immigration Legisla-
tion.” They earned $250 which they split 

among the four of them. 
“It was very cool to see the other proj-

ects. Overall, the History Day experi-
ence was very fun and rewarding,” said 
Renda. 

Junior Robert Eng’s individual web-
site “Battle of Midway: Reversal of For-
tune” was a California State Finalist for 
the Individual Website event. Junior Jen-
nifer Chen’s individual performance,  
“Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs: 
A Turning Point in  the Golden Age of 
Animation,” was named California State 
First Runner-Up, making 3rd place over-
all.

Junior Anushree Dugar’s paper, 
“Santa Barbara Oil Spill of 1969,” won 

the A.P. Malvino Award for Outstanding 
Senior Paper. In addition, Dugar was a 
California Co-Champion for the Histori-
cal Paper competition. As a result, she 
qualified to represent California at the 
National History Day Competition at 
the University of Maryland during the 
second week of June.

Overall, the History Day competitors 
were satisfied with their results and look 
forward to competing again next year in 
the competitions. 

“I’ve learned a lot from this competi-
tion.  I’m contemplating entering Histo-
ry Day again in the following years and 
using the experience I’ve gained from 
this year,” said Renda. u

Students find success at state competition
HISTORY DAY

togatalks

sophomore Nishant Agarwal freshman Manna Okada

Taipei in the Bay 
because it will 
spread the Asian 
culture of our 
school.”

I actually just 
created a fashion 
club to bring 
together students 
with unique taste.”

junior Mostafa Rohaninejad

An Iranian club 
would be a good 
addition to the 
school.”

What kind of 
clubs would you 
like to see on 
campus?

Members score high in D.C. at national tournament

The History Bowl team crossed the 
finish line on April 27, 3,000 miles away 
in Washington, D.C. The team wrapped 
up its stellar season with a strong perfor-
mance at the 2013 national tournament, 
with the varsity A team and JV team 
placing within the top 20 and top eight 
in the nation respectively.

The varsity A team entered the tour-
nament as the ninth-ranked team in 
the nation. They finished the Saturday 
morning rounds with a perfect 5-0 re-
cord, with a close victory against Ridge-
wood High School from New Jersey in 
Round 2. 

“Our toughest match was against 
Ridgewood because it came down to 
the last toss-up and was very important 
for us to win,” senior Spencer Goldman 
said. “Without that win I don’t think we 
would have gone as far as we did.”

In the afternoon rounds, the A team 

finished with a 4-1 record, the lone de-
feat coming against the one-man Athens 
Academy team from Georgia. However, 
even with this one loss, the team quali-
fied for playoffs as the 19th overall seed.  

“We knew [the team from Georgia] 
was one to be worried about, and we just 
played awfully that round—slow buzzes 
[and] a poor third quarter,” senior cap-
tain Maggy Liu said. “Our momentum 
was not on that round.”

After the 10 preliminary matches, the 
A team was matched up against 14th 
seed Chattahoochee from Georgia. How-
ever, the A team’s run ended here. 

While the varsity B team put their best 
effort out, they could not stand against 
some of the stronger teams, including 
the overall tournament runner-up LASA 
from Texas. They finished the day with 
a 5-5 record, which excluded them from 
the playoffs.

The JV team surpassed everyone’s ex-
pectations, going 5-0 in the morning and 
3-2 in the afternoon, placing them 11th 

seed going into the playoffs. In the play-
offs, they barely won against sixth seed 
Richard Montgomery from Maryland, 
coming out on top by only 10 points, but 
lost in the quarterfinals to fourth seed 
Wilmington Charter from Delaware.

The JV team was propelled in its 
matches by clutch fourth quarter perfor-
mances.

“Linus answered the last question 
[against Richard Montgomery] with ‘ho-
bos,’ giving his team the 10 point lead 
needed to advance to quarterfinals,” 
sophomore Ethan Ngai said.

The trip was chaperoned by US His-
tory teacher Matt Torrens, who also act-
ed as a tour guide and driver.

“I really enjoyed being shown around 
D.C. by literally the best [and] funni-
est tour guide ever in Mr. T,” Goldman 
said.

The bowl teams weren’t the only ones 
who did well in the tournament. Indi-
viduals also excelled in the Bee, the indi-
vidual counterpart to the Bowl. 

Two individuals, Goldman and soph-
omore Bruce Lou, participated, with Lou 
making it into the playoffs and earning 
16th place. Goldman was tied with an-
other player for the last place in the play-
offs. A sudden death was used to decide 
who would move on, which Goldman 
lost, earning him 33rd place overall in 
the tournament.

Team members felt validated by the 
results of the tournament.

“I was most proud of us because we 
went so far and we improved so much 
from last year,” Liu said. “All our hard 
work really paid off.”

More than half the team will be grad-
uating this year. For the future, the team 
mainly looks to its talented JV team for 
leadership.

“I was most proud of the JV team be-
cause it makes me feel like as a group we 
will have a lasting legacy at SHS,” Gold-
man said. “The program is only going 
to get stronger throughout the years to 
come.” u   

BY NckChow
& BruceLou

BY NelsonWang

Charged with monitoring over 60 
clubs, ranging from the French Club to 
the App Developers’ Club, the ASB has 
its hands full keeping up with auditing 
existing clubs and making room for new 
ones. 

This year, and continuing into next 
year, the ASB is taking steps to make 
sure dormant clubs are no longer recog-
nized by the school.

“This year we really wanted to limit 
the number of clubs [because] there are 
always people that want to start clubs, 
and we want to make room for these 
clubs,” ASB Club Commissioner senior 
Tiffany Yung said. 

Though the ASB declined to provide 
a list of cut clubs to the Falcon, the fol-
lowing clubs were listed in the PTSO 
directory at the beginning of the school 
year, but are no longer listed on the ASB 
website: the Culinary Club, Faith Walk, 

Democracy Matters and Aviation Club. 
As a way of monitoring how active a 

club is, the ASB has implemented a new 
policy this semester of having club pres-
idents turn in their club minutes, a log 
of what the club has 
been doing at each 
meeting. 

“[Club minutes] 
are required by the 
state auditor, and 
they tell us what 
clubs have been up 
to,” Yung said. “In 
first semester, before 
the club minutes, we 
would audit many 
clubs and go to their 
meetings just to check up on them.”

According to Yung, the transition to 
the new form of monitoring clubs is run-
ning more smoothly than expected.

“I think [club minutes] are pretty ef-
fective, but there are always several clubs 
that need several reminders to turn them 

in,” Yung said.
At the end of the school year, each ex-

isting club will need to fill out a form in-
dicating whether they will remain a club 
for next year and include details on the 

next year’s officers and 
goals.

“This is a more ef-
ficient way to identify 
how many clubs will 
continue in the next year 
and eliminate dead clubs 
that no longer want to 
continue or have the 
manpower to continue,” 
ASB Treasurer senior 
Benedict Chiu said. 

Junior class president 
Anup Kar said he thinks the cuts are 
beneficial.

“I think [cutting dormant clubs] is 
good,” Kar said. “If clubs are serious 
about what they do, then they should be 
following through on their responsibili-
ties.”

Junior Eric Kao also expressed sup-
port of the recent steps taken by the 
ASB.

“I think a diverse amount of clubs is 
good, but it is necessary to get rid of the 
obsolete ones,” Kao said.

 Additionally, the number of 
commissions is being cut down next 
year. The ASB is looking to either cut 
commissions or fuse two of them into 
one so the commissions can be more pro-
ductive and effective.

Combining Homecoming commi-
sion and Spring Fling commission into 
a single commission was one example of 
how the ASB was streamlining the com-
mission teams. 

“For the second semester, Home-
coming commission doesn’t really have 
anything to do and the same goes for 
the spring fling commission in the first 
semester,” Chiu said. ”Therefore, com-
missions would be more productive be-
cause they are contributing to the school 
all year instead of some parts of it. ” u       

ASB cuts clubs that fail to meet school standards
cOmmISSIOn cHAngeS

BY JayMuyle
& SanjNalwa

  If clubs are serious 
about what they do, 

then they should be fol-
lowing through on their 

responsibilities.

Junior Anup Kar

HISTORY bOwl
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Artist Alexandra Conway 
grew up in Saratoga.

Attending both Redwood 
Middle School and SHS, Con-
way graduated in 2006. Her pas-
sion for painting was sparked 
during high school under the 
guidance of late art teacher, 
Steve McCue.

After a one-year battle with 
a rare form of lung cancer unre-
lated to smoking, McCue passed 
away on Jan. 4.

In tribute to McCue and his 
influence, Conway will be dis-
playing her art at her parent’s 
home in Saratoga on May 18 as 
part of the Silicon Valley Open 
Studios Foundation, a program 
that gives rising artists a chance 
to showcase their work.  

Many of the pieces she will 
be showing are from her high 
school classes with McCue. 

“His program and the way 
he structured his classes made 
me try a lot of different things,” 
Conway said.

She said the different styles 
she learned to use in high school 
got her out of her comfort zone.

“He made art more interac-
tive rather than trying to be per-
fect all the time, which I really 
liked,” she said.

After high school, McCue 
advised Conway to apply and 
attend UC Santa Cruz as a film 
major. However, she soon real-
ized that she missed painting 

and decided to major in art too. 
“I ended up falling in love 

with the department,” Conway 
said. “And I absolutely loved 
being able to be in an art class 
for four hours at a time and do 
nothing but listen to music and 
paint and make a big mess.”

She said the art classes at 
UCSC were extremely different 
from her classes in high school.

“Mr. McCue was super clean 
and super neat and everything 
always had to be wiped down 
and scrubbed clean,” Conway 
said.

During her classes at UCSC, 
however, Conway said she was 
able to “throw around paint” 
and work on only art for hours.

From art classes both in high 
school and college, Conway 
said that she has developed a 
distinct style of painting.

“Most of my paintings  are 
autobiographies,” Conway said, 
“A lot of my pieces in the past 
have been about nature and our 
relationship to nature.”

According to Conway, the 
her show is a way for different 
artists and enthusiasts to com-
municate about “what we do 
and why we do what we do.”

Conway plans on displaying 
her artwork since high school.

“After [McCue’s] passing, 
there was the motivation for me 
to turn my show into a retrospec-
tive,” Conway said.  “What I’ve 
decided to do is to look through 
my past, to see where I started 
off and where I am [now].” u

Despite being an academically high-
performing school, Saratoga still has to 
pass the Western Association of Schools 
and Colleges (WASC) accreditation ev-
ery six years as required by the state.

The next visit from the organization 
will be in the spring of next year; how-
ever, assistant principal Kevin Mount 
and math teacher Audrey Warmuth, the 
school’s two WASC coordinators, are al-
ready thinking about improvements.

WASC is a third-party organization 
that works with California to accredit 
schools. 

Warmuth said that without a certi-
fication from WASC, a diploma from 
Saratoga would be meaningless. 

“Without being accredited, anyone 
could set up a high school, and give out 
a diploma,” Warmuth said. “It is a self-
study involving everyone from the staff 
and other administrative parties to par-
ents and even a student committee.”

According to Mount, Saratoga 
doesn’t have trouble getting accredited, 
but going through the process leads to 
significant improvements in the school. 
The last visit was in spring of 2008.

During every visit, the school per-
forms a self-study, which is the most 
important part of the process, according 
to Mount. 

“We say where our strengths are, and 
where we can do better,” Mount said. 
“It’s an opportunity to self-assess, and 
we involve parents, students and the 

entire community to set new goals.”
Warmuth said that they are currently 

reviewing the action plans from  2008.
According to Warmuth, the school 

focused on the health and well-being 
of students and instruction in the class-
room during the last WASC.

According to both Warmuth and 
Mount, the school is focusing on the 
non-academic aspect of student life 
rather than  anticipating difficulty with 
academic performance.

“We are a great school if you look at 
the test scores and colleges our students 
go to,” Mount said. “We tend to focus 
on softer issues like making the school a 
kinder place for kids.” u

Senior and Indian Cultural Aware-
ness Club president Shauray Agrawal 
finds himself on the center of the McA-
fee stage, playing an average high 
schooler with a dream of being a Bolly-
wood movie star. He and his fellow ac-
tors project their lines to introduce the 
next performance, and exit the stage as 
performers rush on to take their places 
for the start of their act. 

On April 13, the Indian Cultural 
Awareness club presented their annual 
dance showcase, Bombay in the Bay 
(BNB). This year’s show included the 
newly added Bhangra dance, a teacher 
dance, and a surprise performance by 
the senior parents. 

“This year, we wanted to expand the 
show to involve more people and show-
case more culture,” Agrawal said. 

Along with new dances in the show 
itself, the club officers made other im-
provements to the show, such as higher 
quality show programs and concession 
sales during intermission. They are also 
tried to increase the amount of money 
given to charity by selling food on-
campus to performers during the break 
between the two performances and by 
having Tony Palma from the MAP de-
partment record the show as opposed 
to a professional recorder.

“This year, the proceeds benefit Ak-
shaya Patra, an Indian NGO providing 
food and education to children in In-
dia and Future Hope, an organization 
which provides opportunity through 

its homes, school and medical program 
for children on the streets and slums of 
Kolkata, India,” Agrawal said. “I esti-
mate we will have raised over $6,000 
for charity.”

Though the overall show ran smooth-
ly, there were some difficulties along the 
way in the rehearsal process.

“This year, the officers left a lot to 
do last minute, and we were pretty 
disorganized in the days leading to the 
show,” club secretary Ankita Chadha 
said. “There was so much to do and we 
didn’t properly spread out our time.”

Chadha and Agrawal advised next 
year’s board to also add in a full tech 
rehearsal.

“We never have a full, serious run-
through of the show before the after-
noon show,” Agrawal said. “As a result, 
every year the afternoon show’s techs 
miss out on some important cues for the 
skit and dances, which later get rectified 
for the night show.”

Despite these problems, the Indian 
Cultural Awareness club ultimately 
reached their goal—to raise money for 
a good cause while having fun.

“I think this fundraiser is inherently 
different, in that not only is this event 
solely for the purpose of raising money, 
but a fun way for the whole community 
to get together and celebrate the Indian 
culture,” Agrawal said. “Every year 
more and more students want to join the 
fun and perform at BNB, and every year 
the ethnicities of the students perform-
ing diversifies, which is awesome and 
really serves our purpose of spreading 
Indian cultural awareness.” u

Alumna’s open studio retrospective 
honors late art teacher Steve McCue

Bombay in the Bay raises 
funds for children in India

School to be reviewed 
by WASC next spring

BY SabrinaChen
& MeganaIyer

BY NikilRamanathan
& SimiSrivastava BY MichelleLeung

& SanjNalwa

Saratoga High alum and artist  Alexandra Conway displays some of her work to be shown at her studio in 
Saratoga, which will be held as part of the Silicon Valley Open Studios Foundation on May 18.
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The organization
WASC works with the state of California 
to make sure schools meet standards.

The requirements
Each school is assessed every six years on 
academics and school environment.

What it means for students
Students have an opportunity to be a part 
of a student review committee.

The end result
In the past, Saratoga has improved health 
and well-being of students and instruc-
tion  in class. Changes focus on school 
environment rather than academics.

WASC

assessmentfundraiser

art
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For the 2013-2014 school year, the AP 
Chemistry curriculum will be be changed 
to emphasize more critical thinking and 
lab work and less memorization. The 
College Board decided to make these 
changes to the test in response to recom-
mendations by the National Research 
Council and the National Science Foun-
dation.

“There is more of a focus on inquiry 
— there will be a question where stu-
dents will have to describe a lab pro-
cedure that they would use to solve a 
problem,” AP Chemistry teacher Kathy 
Nakamatsu said. “For example, students 
will no longer have to memorize the ex-
ceptions to the Aufbau Principle.”

In addition, the test will cover less 
content, allowing teachers to have more 
time to focus on developing conceptual 
understanding, according to the College 
Board. For instance, nuclear chemistry 
will no longer be on the exam, according 
to Nakamatsu.

Instead, students will be encouraged 
to apply science practices such as gener-
ating representations and models; devel-
oping strategies for collecting data; and 
making connections across scales, con-
cepts and domains.

Because the course is meant to be 
equivalent to a first-year college course, 
Nakamatsu also plans on teaching some 
content, such as phase diagrams, that 
will not be on the test.

“There are some topics that are being 
removed from the test that a college pro-
fessor would still expect his or her stu-
dents to know,” Nakamatsu said.  

Nakamatsu thinks the changes are 
both positive and negative.

“I like the emphasis on inquiry labs 
and the move away from ‘cookbook’ labs 
where students just go through the mo-
tions but don’t really understand what 
they’re doing,” Nakamatsu said. “How-
ever, with removing some of the content, 
I feel like they have ‘dumb-downed’ the 
test too much.”

If teachers were to teach only the ma-
terial on the exam, students would be go-
ing into a college sophomore level class 
with “huge blanks of knowledge,” Na-
kamatsu said. Passing a freshman-level 
college chemistry course would be un-
equal to scoring a “5” on the AP exam.

Students have varied opinions about 
the changes.

“I think the changes are better be-
cause with AP classes, they tend to cover 
material very fast and sometimes skip 
over important concepts surrounding 
those ideas,” said sophomore Rohan 

AP Chemistry changes: more inquiry

While many Saratoga teens spent 
their spring breaks vacationing in Ha-
waii or Europe, 14 students participated 
in Saratoga Federated Church’s (SFC) 
annual house-building trip to Tijuana, 
Mexico, over their break.

The students spent their week build-
ing small houses from the ground up for 
families who previously lived in shacks 
with only the barest of accommodations. 
Each family supplied the land and sup-
plies to build their new home. The trip 
included about 150 
people from children 
to senior citizens, who 
were divided into 
teams of 15 to build 
each house.

“This was my first 
time going on the trip, 
and it was really fun 
because it was a whole 
new experience for me,” junior Yasmin 
Kakkar said. “I met a lot of new people 
and saw a different side of living that 
taught me a lot.”

While on the trip, the workers stayed 
in the Amor Ministries campground and 
participated in activities such as singing 
and small group discussions. Each day, 
they took vans to their worksite to build. 
Each team completed an 11-by-22-foot 
house in four days. This included creat-
ing a concrete foundation, framing, put-
ting tar paper on the roof, and stuccoing 
the walls.

“The manual labor was actually fun; 
at times it seemed never-ending but be-
cause of the support of the team it always 
went well and [was] successful,” junior 
Julia Lee said. “Compared to Saratoga, 
we have a lot of things given to us so it 
was nice to be the one giving.”

The trip focused on serving the Mexi-
can people, as opposed to being the “he-
roes” flying in to save them.

“We were told that we came as learn-
ers and not teachers, and I think I really 

learned a lot about just how privileged 
we are in Saratoga,” Kakkar said. “Work-
ing there made me feel productive be-
cause my actions could make an impact 
on these families’ lives, and I was doing 
something instead of sitting at home.”

Although most participants are regu-
lar attendees of SFC, Kakkar was among 
the teenagers who had never been to the 
church. 

The trip was a memorable experience 
for all who went.

“Being able to go independently to a 
new country and make bonds with new 

people while impact-
ing the community 
was a really humbling 
experience,” Kakkar 
said. “I would recom-
mend other people go-
ing because you really 
have a lot of fun on 
this trip, and it doesn’t 
seem as much like 

work as it does a vacation.”
Anyone interested in spending their 

break on a service trip is encouraged to 
participate.

“The trip is not extremely hard labor 
or only meant for Christians,” Lee said. 
“It’s for anyone with a big heart who 
wants to spend their time doing good 
works.” u

‘Construimos una casa’

BY CarolynSun
& ArmanVaziri

curriculum

Field trip

MAP juniors will travel to L.A. 
to tour film colleges, studios

I met a lot of new 
people and saw a dif-

ferent side of living that 
taught me a lot.
Junior Yasmin Kakkar

BY WrenSutterfield
BY WrenSutterfield

StudentS Spend vacation in Mexico 
building better houSeS for faMilieS

charity work
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When it happened
Spring Break 2013. Students gave up their 
well-earned rest week to do charitable 
works.

The objective
To build houses for underprivileged families 
who previously lived in shacks.

How they built the houses
The students worked in teams of 15 to 
build each abode from the foundation to 
the roofs, taking four days for each house. 

Mexico Trip

From May 16-20, the MAP juniors 
will embark on their annual trip to Los 
Angeles to expand their knowledge 
about media. Around 40 students will 
spend an extended weekend in South-
ern California, furthering teamwork 
as they bond with fellow students and 
teachers.

“I think it will be really fun to be 
with your [peers] but not doing aca-
demic stuff,” said junior Olivia An-
derson, a member of the MAP student 
leadership team. “I think it’ll give us a 
chance as a MAP class to get closer and 
bond a little bit.”

MAP program head Tony Palma 
said he looks forward to getting to 
know students outside of class as well.

“It’s fun for me to interact with 
students in a different way than you 
would in the classroom,” Palma said. 

The trip acts as a culminating activ-
ity for the junior MAP students, allow-

ing them to see what they have learned 
being put into practice. 

“I think it’s a cool educational ex-
perience and reward for being in the 
MAP program and doing all the work 
that we’ve done,” Anderson said.

The students plan to visit film-re-
lated attractions around Los Angeles, 
including various colleges such as USC 
and studios like Warner Brothers.

Anderson said the students look for-
ward to the opportunity to learn about 
other studios and incorporate this 
knowledge into future projects.

“We can see how they do things 
there and bring what we learn back to 
what we do here,” Anderson said. 

Although the trip took a lot of time 
to plan, Palma hopes students will find 
it both fun and educational.

“The Media Arts students have said 
year after year that they had a great 
time and enjoyed it,” Palma said. “It’s 
one of the most memorable events 
they’ve had.” u

Bhardwaj, who will take AP Chemistry 
next year. 

Junior Casey Takahashi, who cur-
rently takes AP Chemistry, believes the 
course will be more difficult.

“I think having student-directed labs 
will definitely be a challenge, but they 
really test your knowledge in chemis-
try,” Takahashi said.

Also, some current AP Chemistry 

students think the changes are unfair be-
cause future students will need to mem-
orize less information for the exam, but 
junior Susanna Lee believes that “com-
plaining doesn’t help much.”

“These changes are just something 
we have to take at face value and deal 
with,” Lee said. “The year’s coming to 
a close anyway, why end it on a sour 
note?” u

old curriculum New curriculum
-Students follow labs step-by-step but may 
not fully understand concept

-AP test requires much more memoriza-
tion, such as knowing the exceptions to the 
Aufbau Principle

-AP test covers more content than the new 
one will

-Emphasizes lab work and memorization, 
less of a focus on inquiry and logical-critical 
thinking

-Example: nuclear chemistry was on the old 
AP test, but will not be on the new test; this 
emphasizes the new pattern of depth over 
breadth. 

- More student-directed labs

- More focus on inquiry and critical thinking

-Students will be exposed to more hands-on 
procedures

-Less material on AP test

-Memorization load will be reduced

-Students will be encouraged to take initia-
tive concerning labs and homework

-Students will generate representations and 
models

-Lab understanding considered imperative

Courtesy of College Board
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After years of dedication to the school, 
English teacher Natasha Ritchie and PE 
teacher Peter Jordan, who is working as 
an instructional coach for new teach-
ers in the district, have won the Goldin 
Foundation Award for Excellence in Ed-
ucation. This annual award is only given 
to six educators in Silicon Valley. 

Jordan was nominated by former 
principal Jeff Anderson, and Ritchie was 
nominated by history teacher Matt Tor-
rens. An awards ceremony will be held 

on May 1 in the SHS library for all six 
recipients.

Ritchie is the English department 
chair this year and has taught at the 
school for seven years. 

Her students said that Ritchie’s enthu-
siasm for her subject encourages them to 
put more effort into their work. 

“[Ritchie’s] passion and motivation 
for what she does definitely transfers 
onto her students,” junior Maggie Sun 
said. “It motivates you to work hard and 
always do your best in her class.”

Both Ritchie and Jordan said that their 
awards were the result of a team effort.

“[Saratoga High] sets its teachers up 
for success, so I feel like it’s not just me 
winning, but a team win,” said Ritchie.

Jordan, who has been working at the 
school for 13 years, and achieved the 
award for his involvement in  restruc-
turing the PE program into a fitness 
program, said that the program was suc-
cessful due to the combined efforts of 
teachers Yuko Aoki, Rick Ellis, Tim Lugo 
and Kerri Slover.

Jordan was inspired to his career be-
cause of his younger sister,  who has a 
severe cognitive impairment.

“She learned things very slowly, and 

I spent a lot of time as a child teaching 
her,” he explained. “I’m sure that influ-
enced my choice of a career.”

Ritchie discovered her passion for 
teaching when she became a teaching 
assistant for a course at UC Santa Cruz.

“That’s when I really realized that [...] 
I was the happiest when I was talking 
about it and teaching it,” she said.

Ritchie and Jordan both feel their pas-
sion for teaching has paid off.

“I love being a lifelong learner,” 
Ritchie said. “I’m always learning some-
thing new so I’m just appreciative [and] 
honored. u
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Ritchie, Jordan gain prestigious award

Proposed early start calendar raises concerns
With the school year coming to an 

end, the school board has begun making 
preparations for future 
years. One of the propo-
sitions is a new calendar, 
which would start the 
2014-15 school year on 
Aug. 11 and end school 
on May 29. If passed, the 
calendar would affect 
Los Gatos and Saratoga 
schools.

The calendar committee was present-
ed two calendars, one that started Aug. 
11 and one that started Aug. 18, said 
principal Paul Robinson, who is a mem-
ber on the committee. Starting earlier 

would balance  the lengths of semesters.
The other calendar, which mirrors 

this year’s schedule, starts a week later 
on Aug. 18 and ends on June 4.

“When you teach 
a semester class like 
Government, Eco-
nomics or World Ge-
ography, you have 
about a week and 
a half less time in 
first semester when 
compared to second 
semester,” Robinson 

said. “The people who are for [the pro-
posed calendar] are the social studies 
department because they are the ones 
who teach the majority of the semester 
classes.”

Another advantage in starting school 
early is the additional eight or nine days 
of classes before taking the AP test, Rob-
inson said.

Many people, however, are concerned 
with the proposed early start schedule.

“So far, I’m not quite sure if anybody 
wants to do it,” Robinson said. “We have 
been getting feedback from parents, 
teachers, and athletics and some of the 
major stakeholders just to see if this is 
something they would want to do.”

Some parents are concerned that there 
would be less vacation time. 

Although summer break would be 
as long as it is now, many families take 
vacations in August and the early start 
to the school year would cut into their 
family time, Robinson said. Another is-

sue with the proposed schedule is the 
potential clash between early fall sports 
trainings and late spring sport games.

“[The fall sports] are used to having 
a little more time to practice and not 
having school interfere with things,” 
Robinson said. “[The spring sports] may 
be playing in June after graduation. Stu-
dents that have already graduated from 
high school would still be playing for 
the high school team.”

The proposed calendar has advantag-
es and disadvantages, Robinson said.

“I really don’t know which way it’s 
going to go,” Robinson said. “It’ll be in-
teresting to find out.”

The committee is currently collecting 
data on the calendars, and the board will 
make a decision in August. u
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  I really don’t know 
which way it’s going to 

go. It’ll be interesting to 
find out.

Principal Paul Robinson

2014-2015 school year
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more for my kids because they [had 
been] standing in the location of the 
first bomb,” Vanry said.

Her family left that spot because she 
had finished the race.

 Junior Kayla Berlinberg was in town 
at the time to visit colleges and was re-
turning from lunch in Cambridge when 
she saw the commotion.

“We saw a lot of people running in 
our direction, and they were crying and 
upset and calling home. We had heard 
from other people about what had hap-
pened,” Berlin-
berg said. “We 
were getting all of 
the news reports 
and there were 
lots of cameras 
everywhere and 
police and it was 
very hectic.”

Berlinberg said 
the city was in 
a panic after the 
bombs went off.

“Right away the city kind of shut 
down, streets were boarded off, there 
were helicopters everywhere and po-
lice cars driving all around,” Berlinberg 
said. “The Coast Guard had come out 
and all the police departments from 
not only the city, but also the state were 
around.”

Vanry said she could see SWAT teams 
from her hotel across the street from the 
Massachusetts General Hospital.

“It was surreal ... we heard all the am-
bulances going by and we saw all of the 
SWAT teams going into the city,” Vanry 
said. “We were seeing on the news that 
there were potentially bombs located in 
other parts of the city, and one of them 
was possibly at the hospital.” 

Despite the chaos in the city, Berlin-
berg said the Boston airport was sur-
prisingly calm when she flew home.

“I left the Tuesday after the bombing, 
and it was pretty quiet. Surprisingly the 

security lines were even shorter than 
usual,” she said. “There did happen to 
be cops all around, though.”

Nicholson said the experience helped 
her realize what was important to her.

“I am slower to get irritated by my 
husband, because I realized in the min-
ute when the bomb blew [that] he was 
supposed to be at the finish line,” Nich-
olson said. “Those few seconds [when] 
I thought something might have hap-
pened to him are fresh in my memory. 
Little things don’t matter so much any-
more.”

Berlinberg said it was inspiring to see 
the way the Bos-
ton community 
came together 
to deal with the 
crisis.

“In the area 
I was around, 
it was pretty 
freaky, but it 
was very cool 
to see the way 
that everyone 
responded as a 

community,” Berlinberg said.  “It was 
very eye-opening, but it was humbling 
as well, to see everything you have and 
just to feel lucky.” 

Vanry said that the tragedy made her 
want to run in another marathon.

“I think what bothered me was that 
was meant to be a really positive, great 
experience, and it ended up in tragedy, 
and that was hard,” she said. “But that 
makes me want to do another marathon 
soon, and I definitely want to go back 
next year and run again.”

Nicholson said that despite the 
bombings, she also still plans to partici-
pate in the marathon next year.

“I’m glad we got the bad guy. I was 
there the whole week, so I was there 
when the city was shut down,” Nich-
olson said. “I’m definitely going back 
next year, just to show them that good 
trumps evil every time.” trumps evil ev-
ery time.” u

BosTon  Teachers and 
student witness the chaos

continued from pg. 1

“I fell in love with the literature and 
the phrasing because of its very realis-
tic dialogue,” Roohpavar said. “Agatha 
Christie is an evil genius.”

Before they could start directing their 
shows, Roohpavar and Hannibal had to 
choose their cast members.

“We had our entire pool of actors 
that were considering joining the stu-
dent shows come to 
auditions, then we 
had them read scenes 
from both shows, 
and narrowed it 
down until we both 
felt pretty confident 
in who we wanted,” 
Roohpavar said.

After Roohpa-
var and Hannibal 
cast their shows, 
Roohpavar began 
her rehearsal process, because her show 
debuted before Hannibal’s, which will 
open on May 23, 24 and 25. However, 
this helped contribute to one of Han-
nibal’s main difficulties throughout her 
production — rehearsal schedules.

“Not only has my rehearsal schedule 
been broken up with breaks and trips, 
but also we can’t use the Drama Cen-
ter until Shayda’s show is done, so we 
have been working at my house, which 
is a significantly smaller acting space,” 
Hannibal said.

In addition to scheduling difficulties, 
“Barefoot in the Park,” a zany roman-

tic comedy set in the 1960s, has a very 
small cast of 6, unlike the large cast of 17 
of “Witness for the Prosecution.”

“[The small cast] is really nice be-
cause we can all bond together,” Han-
nibal said. “But it’s difficult because if 
one person is gone for a rehearsal for a 
day, then it’s almost impossible to carry 
on without them.”

Roohpavar’s biggest difficulty, how-
ever, was underestimating the time and 

effort it takes to 
make notes through-
out a run through of 
the show. 

“I hadn’t realized 
how much thought 
previous direc-
tors have put into 
notes,” Roohpavar 
said. “You have to 
be involved the en-
tire run of the show 
and make sure you 

catch every little thing.” 
Both directors had difficulty transi-

tioning between interacting with their 
casts as peers. They agree that although 
it was difficult in the beginning, their 
casts have gotten used to the transition 
and respect each other. 

“[Directing has] been really difficult 
and stressful, but also really fun. It’s re-
ally fulfilling to be involved in a proj-
ect that’s totally ours,” Hannibal said. 
“People should come see this show 
because it’s a really optimistic, upbeat 
way to end their year, and its so much 
fun, it’s really dynamic show.” u

Drama  Student production  
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committee was facing. 
“Over the years, we have had less 

and less parent volunteer support for 
this event,” McGinnis said. “This trend, 
coupled with increased costs, factored 
into our decision to move Grad Night 
off-campus.”

McGinnis said there is no significant 
difference in the price 
of bids for an on-
campus Grad Night 
versus an off-campus 
one, and the current 
price is $225 per bid. 
The cost for planning 
the event, however, 
has risen.

“Costs have in-
creased significantly 
to bring the entertain-
ment and infrastruc-
ture on-site,” McGin-
nis said. “After much 
discussion and analy-
sis, it was determined 
we could provide the 
seniors with far more 
entertainment off-
site.”

McGinnis said this 
year, students can 
look forward to a ca-
sino, a hypnotist, air-
brush tattoos, arcade 
games, bingo, dance 
heads, DJ-dancing, 
henna, photo booths 
and much more. In 
addition, the commit-
tee has created a prize 
booth for the event, which it hopes will 
interest all students.

“Our goal is to find a variety of prizes 
to appeal to the hipster/vintage Falcon, 
the glitzy Falcon, the sporty Falcon and 
the college-bound Falcon,” McGinnis 
said.

McGinnis said that although this 
year’s Grad Night will be very differ-

ent than ones in the past, the experience 
that seniors have will still be one to re-
member. In addition, one of the main 
purposes of the event is to provide a 
safe venue where graduates can cel-
ebrate without drinking alcohol.

“The intent of Grad Night is to pro-
vide a fun, safe and sober environment 
for our seniors, [regardless of] its loca-
tion,” McGinnis said. “This is the last 

time all the seniors 
will be together be-
fore they take flight 
to pursue their indi-
vidual endeavors.”

Mohnike also said 
she sees Grad Night 
as a last chance for 
seniors to connect 
with each other, 
since this is usually 
the last time they 
will see each other 
until the class re-
union.

“I hope it’s just a 
joyful celebration of 
graduating,” Mohni-
ke said. “This is sup-
posed to be their 
night, where they 
get one last time to 
hang out together as 
a class. It’s an oppor-
tunity to hang with 
your friends before 
everyone starts sep-
arating off into their 
grown-up lives.”

McGinnis said 
students must buy 
tickets before May 

31 because of venue and transportation 
contracts. 

According to Mohnike, the event 
promises to be filled with action and 
excitement.

“This is the first time [Grad Night is] 
off-campus, so I’m both curious and ex-
cited for the kids,” Mohnike said. “I’m 
sure it’s going to be fabulous.” u

graD nigHT  Event goes 
off campus for the first time

Junior Kayla Berlinberg

In the area I was 
around, it was 
pretty freaky, but 
it was very cool 
to see the way 
that everyone 
responded as a 
community.
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Where it will be
This year, it will take place 
off campus, possibly at 
Great America.

Why it was moved
The intention was to make 
Grad Night more entertain-
ing while keeping it safe. 
There has also been trouble 
getting enough volunteers.

What will be available
There will be attractions 
such as a casino, hypno-
tist, airbrush tattoos, arcade 
games, bingo and more.

How much will it cost
It is currently $225, but that 
is subject to change.

grad night

[Directing has] been re-
ally difficult and stress-
ful, but also really fun. 
It’s really fulfilling to 

be involved in a project 
that’s totally ours. 

Senior Laura Hannibal
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In recent weeks, Saratoga High and 
district administrators have come under 
increasing fire for their decisions in the 
weeks following the suicide of sopho-
more Audrie Pott last September.

New court documents, which assert 
that the administration knew from early 
on about the bullying and sexual assault 
investigation led by law enforcement, 
have left some observers wondering 
why the school never expelled the al-
leged offenders.

Although administrators have de-
clined to speak with the media about 
the situation, including The Falcon, the 
district did offer a detailed response to 
allegations on April 17.

The boys were accused of sexual bat-
tery and distributing child pornography 
along with two other felony charges. 
Two of the boys were arrested at school. 
The third was arrested at the school he 
now attends in Gilroy.

The release said even though students 
have a fundamental right to an educa-
tion, they do not have the same right to 
membership on a sports team. 

According to the press release, the ad-
ministration decided to remove the two 
boys who played on the football team.

“Participation in sports is a privilege,” 
the release stated. “The district there-
fore had more latitude and discretion 
when limiting privileges as opposed to 
rights.” 

In addition, all student athletes must 
sign an athletic code of conduct and can 

be removed from their team upon viola-
tion of the contract. 

The Pott family has filed a legal docu-
ment faulting the district for  failing to 
document a meeting in the  spring of 
2012 concerning bullying, announcing 
Pott’s death before notifying the family, 
determining the death was not caused 
by bullying and using the Falcon news-
paper to survey the school to search for 
viral pictures in addition to the adminis-
tration’s failure to expel the boys. 

Such a claim allows the family to take 
legal action against the district in the fu-
ture.

“We will continue to investigate the 
potential liability of the district for the 
death of Audrie and if we gather suffi-
cient evidence, we will be filing a civil 
claim in Superior Court,” Pott family 
attorney Robert Allard said in a media 
statement.

The attorney said that the district was 
negligent “in addressing the bullying 
Audrie Pott encountered while at Sara-
toga High School.”

Among other points, they allege that 
the district failed to document a meeting 
that the Pott family had with the admin-
istration during the spring of 2012.

However, in its April 17 press release, 
the district claims that while the coun-
seling session did occur, bullying was 
not discussed.

The family’s claim also accuses the 
district of “making the determination 
shortly after Audrie’s passing that de-
spite compelling evidence to the con-
trary, bullying played no role in this 
tragedy.”

The allegation con-
cerns principal Paul 
Robinson’s comments 
that appeared on Sept. 
25 in the San Jose Mer-
cury News.

At that time, Rob-
inson also denied the 
rumor that Pott took 
her own life as a result 
of bullying, though it’s 
unclear how full the 
administration’s under-
standing of events was 
at that time.

However, accord-
ing to Lisa Pott, Pott’s 
stepmother, Robinson 
already knew about the 
bullying by the time he 
gave the interview to 
the Mercury News.

In a column pub-
lished on April 16, San 
Jose Mercury News columnist Scott Her-
hold leveled similar criticisms at Robin-
son.

“By the time Robinson made his pub-
lic comments, investigators had talked 
to the three alleged perpetrators — and 
gotten admissions that the letter was es-
sentially true,” Herhold wrote. “Why 
did [the principal] dismiss the notion of 
a particular incident?” 

After reporting on its website that an 
illicit photo of Pott had not gone viral, 
The Falcon was included in the Pott fam-
ily’s claim against the district.

The family said it was “gravely con-
cerned about several actions taken by 

the district, including … using school re-
sources, through its school  newspaper, 
to conduct a ‘head count’ of the students 
who laid eyes on a photograph of the 
sexual assault on Audrie in order to re-
but a claim of a ‘viral’ distribution ...”

The four Falcon editors-in-chief say 
that they didn’t coordinate with the dis-
trict in any of the paper’s coverage. 

“We aren’t in any way affiliated with 
the administration,” said Falcon editor-
in-chief Samuel Liu. “They don’t review 
our publication, and the only contact 
we had with the administration was af-
ter our initial stories were published — 
an interview request [that was turned 
down].” u
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occurred last fall, and filed an action 
against the school district. They allege 
that Audrie took her life due to cyber-
bullying — the spreading of illicit photos 
of her — and are pushing for “Audrie’s 
Law,” legislation to strengthen penalties 
for cyberbullying.

Then, the next day after initial news 
reports broke, it was spring break, and 
students left a school that had been irre-
vocably changed. When they came back, 
the shock only slightly dulled by time, 
nagging questions remained: What went 
wrong? Who was to blame? Where does 
the school go from here?

Junior class president Anup Kar 
thinks that the school needs to place an 
increased focus on kindness.

“Where do we go from here ... we keep 
going,” Kar said. “We stay resilient, and 
we do what we should have done from 
the start. We should be kind to everyone 
regardless of who they are or whether 
you like them or not. We are a commu-
nity. And we have to act like it.”

For days, the national media exam-
ined Saratoga — “The New Steubenville” 
— as inevitable comparisons to the rape 
case in Ohio were made, and criticism 
was directed at everyone from principal 
Paul Robinson for the administration’s 
apparent lack of action to the football 
team on which two of the boys had once 
played. (Contrary to earlier news reports 
that said all three boys played football, 
football team members say that only two 
of the three played.)

“It is sad because students are once 
again ashamed to come to our school ev-
ery day or ashamed to wear the Saratoga 
High School logo on their chests,” Kar 
said. “What once was becoming a safe 
place for students to come onto campus 
has turned into a place of shame, and I 
think that isn’t fair.”

On campus, shock also turned into 
anger toward the boys accused of sexual 
assault, who are currently under house 
arrest. The three remain in the juvenile 
justice system and their actions remain 
allegations. They have yet to be formally 
tried. 

Junior Wilson Kung, a member of the 
football team and a former teammate of 
two of the accused boys, expressed anger 
toward the three, one of whom now goes 
to school at Christopher High School in 
Gilroy.

“I didn’t have one shred of sympa-
thy for them,” Kung said on April 12, 
the Friday when news reports initially 
broke. “What they did honestly disgust-
ed me, and if it wasn’t for what [football 
coach Tim] Lugo told the players [dis-
couraging vigilantism against the boys], 
I would have taken action myself ... 
They knew what they were getting into. 
What kind of humor would you need to 
find this funny and spread [the pictures] 
around?”

Kung was shocked at the 
boys’ presence at school dur-
ing the seven-month interlude 
between the alleged assault and 
the arrests.

“I can’t believe people let 
them walk around campus for 
months like nothing had hap-
pened,” he said. “I was happy 
because I thought [the arrests 
were] justice, but the way people talked 
… There is so much apathy at this school 
— people initially found the pictures 
funny, can you believe that?”

Kung said that, for him, the worst 
part was the way some students on cam-
pus talked about the events. 

“Do you know what got me the most 
at school today?” Kung asked. “People 
who didn’t know anyone involved and 
didn’t know about what happened, talk-
ing about it in a trivializing way. People 
who fake sympathy because it’s the so-
cially acceptable thing to do.”

Kung was disgusted by the superfici-
ality he saw in some of his classmates. 

“... People more worried, even excited 
that we were on national news, the same 
people who realistically wouldn’t have 
stopped worrying about their grades 
for two seconds to care about Audrie if 
she hadn’t taken her own life,” he said. 
“That was the worst for me today — ap-
athy disguised as care.”

Many students were shocked to find 
out that one of their classmates had to go 

through such suffering. 
“I think it’s horrifying to think that 

this kind of tragedy and crime happens 
so close to home,” ASB president Sasan 
Sadaat said. “I still am shocked about the 
amount of torture Audrie must have had 
to endure to drive her to such extreme 
measures.”

Junior class officer Manini Desai said 
she’s already started to notice changes 
around the campus. 

“Students have been a little kinder, 
maybe not even intentionally, but sub-
consciously we’re all trying to be a little 
more aware of how our friends are do-
ing,” Desai said. “I’ve also noticed peo-
ple don’t joke about killing themselves 
as much. And if someone makes the joke, 

everybody’s a little silent.”
Desai thinks that Saratoga’s 

heavy academics may some-
times preclude discussion of the 
school’s social issues.

“Our school may have had a 
bit of an ego,” she said. “Through 
this experience, I think we real-
ized for all the achievements and 
accolades our school gets, our 

school is very human. We have the same 
problems other schools have.”

A town hidden from the outside
With its lack of streetlights and the 

abundance of trees protected by city 
law, Saratoga is a town where, for a long 
time, it seemed like nothing ever hap-
pened. Students here are known to have 
an obsession with stellar SAT scores and 
GPAs, and the crafty deal in test ques-
tions rather than coke. Elections, some 
say, are won by whether or not one is in 
band. 

It’s not a place where violence is com-
mon, and for many Saratoga students, 
the Pott tragedy has been a wake-up call 
to harsher realities.

“Here is the reality of the matter,” Kar 
said. “No one expects a shooter to come 
on campus until they do. No one expects 
an earthquake to happen until it does. 
The mindset for everyone has always 
been, ‘Oh that would never happen to 
us’ until it does. With Audrie’s suicide 
that reality set in.”

The tragedy has not only shocked the 
community, but has brought into ques-
tion the school’s very culture.

Senior Elyse Berlinberg thinks that 
the tragedy highlights Saratoga’s issues 
with bullying. 

“Bullying is not an isolated incident. 
And it’s clear that in this area it’s be-
coming an increasing issue,” she said. 
“Gunn, Los Gatos, and now Saratoga 
High School can all testify to that fact.”

In the days of the media blitz, a reac-
tion of many members of the Saratoga 
community was to go on the defense, 
saying that the alleged transgressions of 
the arrested three weren’t indicative of 
the whole community.

“I understand how people would nat-
urally avoid the situation because this 
incident isn’t a reflection of the atmo-
sphere of Saratoga or our school,” senior 
Nessa Kim said. “But I also believe there 
are good reasons to learn from it and to 
discuss what happened rather than to-
tally hiding it under the rug … being si-
lent was one of the greatest problems.”

For senior Kevin Chen, the difficulty 
is that programs or events — such as Just 
Be Kind week — tend to be temporary, 
though he said JBK was a positive move-
ment. Even now, he said, people are be-
ginning to forget about the tragedy. 

Chen said that change has to start 
with individuals, and the key was a 
heightened awareness. 

“This thing was led by three guys 
who made some terrible decisions,” 
he said. “The way I see it, [the arrested 
boys] just weren’t thinking … and they 
caused a tragedy. If we’re going to solve 
this problem, we all need to take a bigger 
step back and think more.”

In the end, Berlinberg said, initiative 
to solve these deep, complex issues must 
come from the bottom up.

“If we’re sat in a room and told why 
we should treat each other kindly, we’re 
just being talked at,” she said. “If the 
students do not want to listen, then any 
attempt to reconcile the issue or prog-
ress is null … [It’s] up to the members of 
Saratoga high. My class is leaving — the 
lasting effects are in the hands of the un-
derclassmen and juniors.”u

Administration under fire for its actions in Pott case

Pott

timeline
Sept. 12
Audrie Pott’s death is made 
public
Saratoga High School con-
firms Audrie Pott’s death 
over a loudspeaker.

Sept. 2012
Two of the three boys 
kicked off football team 
The two boys on the foot-
ball team are kicked off. 
One of the former football 
players relocates to Christo-
pher High School.

Sept. 25
San Jose Mercury News
Principal Paul Robinson 
states that many factors 
contributed to Pott’s sui-
cide, denying reports of cy-
berbullying.

April 11
Boys arrested
Three boys, two at-
tending Saratoga High 
and the other attending 
Christopher High in Gil-
roy, are arrested.

April 15
Family files claim
The Pott family files a 
claim against the district 
for failing to address the 
bullying issue and  to ex-
pel the boys.

April 17
district issues press re-
lease 
School policy states SHS 
cannot expel students 
for activities unrelated to 
school.
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As the speech and debate season 
comes to a close, the team celebrated 
its successes at the state tournament 
in Burbank, Calif., which took place 
on April 19-21.

The team sent six students to 
states: seniors Sujay Khandekar, 
Aneesa Mazumdar, Venkat Munu-
kutla, Neil Prasad and sophomores 
Supriya Khandekar and Jimmy 
Xiao.

The students earned their plac-
es through their performances at 
the state qualifying tournament in 
March. 

Only seven students from the 
Coast Forensics League, of which 
the school is a part of, qualify in each 
event, meaning the state tournament 
has the best of the best competition 
from all the leagues in California.

“[Qualifying for states] was a 
very satisfying feeling and I was 
glad my hard work paid off,” said 
Sujay Khandekar, whose sister Su-
priya Khandekar also qualified for 
states. “Plus, it was a great way to 
end senior year with a bang.”

Prasad placed seventh in inter-
national extemporaneous speech, 
while Supriya Khandekar came in 
13th place as a semifinalist in ora-
torical interpretation (OI). 

There were 56 competitors in each 
event, seven from each of the eight 
different leagues at the state tourna-
ment.

Supriya Khandekar, who quali-
fied for states in both OI and original 
oratory but chose to compete in OI, 
said that her first experience at states 

was very enriching.
“After seeing how competitive, 

difficult and intense OI was, I felt 
really proud of my accomplish-
ment,” Supriya said. “Everyone was 
so unique and powerful with their 
speeches, and I learned a lot from 
just watching them.”

Senior captain Ishaan Kolluri 
added that the individual events 
team’s performance at states and 
the state qualifiers shows significant 
improvement over the 
years.

“At state [quali-
fiers], we had a lot of 
underclassmen break 
to the final round, and 
had two sophomores 
make the state tour-
nament — which was 
definitely a milestone,” 
Kolluri said.

However, the de-
bate team did not qual-
ify any members to the 
state tournament in 
Lincoln-Douglas, pub-
lic forum, or parlia-
mentary debate, which Munukutla 
attributes to lack of preparation.

“Our debate team did not work 
hard enough for the state qualifiers,” 
Munukutla said. “We considered 
ourselves the ‘favorites’ and we cer-
tainly didn’t bring the intensity and 
focus that we brought to the national 
qualifier.”

For those who did not attend 
the state tournament, the team con-
cluded the season at the Santa Clara 
University Philalethic Invitational 
on April 6-7. 

Although it is a smaller tourna-

ment than the state qualifiers, the 
team yielded overwhelmingly suc-
cessful results.

In original oratory (OO), five of 
the six finalists were from Saratoga: 
Munukutla, Sujay, junior Jason Li, 
sophomore Anjali Manghnani and 
freshman Ashvita Ramesh.

“It was a great time for many of 
the team members to give it their 
all,” Sujay Khandekar said.

Additionally, all five of the team’s 
Lincoln-Douglas 
debaters (Munu-
kutla, sophomores 
Rohith Krishna, 
Deepti Kannan and 
Derek Hsiao and 
freshman Shrey De-
sai) advanced to the 
quarterfinals, which 
Munukutla said 
was an “incredible 
achievement.”

At the season’s 
end, the team re-
flected on its perfor-
mance as a whole 
and noted improve-

ments. For example,  the team placed 
third overall in the Coast Forensics 
League after Bellarmine and Leland.

“[Coach Erick Rector] had set an 
ambitious goal of taking third in 
the league, to prove Saratoga High 
could be and would be a power-
house,” Kolluri said. “Being able to 
take third shows us that our students 
have stepped up to the challenge, 
and that our program can achieve 
greater heights.”

Munukutla added that the Lin-
coln-Douglas debate team has come 
a long way since its installment last 

year. 
It was exemplified by its perfor-

mance at the national qualifying 
tournament, where Kannan ad-
vanced to the semifinals and Munu-
kutla qualified.

“Our national qualifier perfor-
mance was better than expected, 
especially in debate,” Munukutla 
said. “To be honest, I didn’t expect 
that any of us would advance as far 
as we did, but overall, I think we de-
served it for the work we put in.”

Kolluri added that being able to 
send four students, Sujay, Mazum-
dar, Munukutla and himself, to the 
national tournament on June 16-21 
in Birmingham, Ala., was a historic 
accomplishment for the team.

On a personal note, Kolluri said 
his qualifying for nationals in ex-
temporaneous speech was a dream 
come true.

“Since freshman year, one of my 
primary ambitions has been to qual-
ify to Nationals,” Kolluri said. “The 
competition at the tournament was 
extremely tough, so when I man-
aged to qualify, I was both surprised 
and exhilarated that I was able to 
round out my speech and debate ca-
reer with the largest tournament in 
the nation.”

Looking back, Kolluri said that 
the team has grown over the year, 
and he is sad to leave it.

“Speech and debate is the closest 
activity to my heart, and as I leave 
one of the most formative activities 
in my adolescent life, I know the 
team is left in very, very capable 
hands,” Kolluri said. “Our successes 
and evolution have proven our team 
is one of the best.” u

Team caps season with successful state tournament
Speech and debate

BY DeeptiKannan
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Where it took place
The tournament was at Bur-
bank on April 19-21.

Which students competed
Four seniors and two sopho-
mores.

How the team did
Supriya Khandekar placed 
13th in OI and Neil Prasad 
placed 7th in extemp. 

State competition
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On April 8, Saratoga faculty 
and staff voted against a pro-
posed full block schedule, likely 
defeating any such change for 
several years. The question is: 
Where was the student input? 
Why did we have no say in 
deciding a policy that directly 
affects us? Why were we, like 
plebs in an an aristocratic soci-
ety, ignored?

Here’s a truth: In a school 
with just over 1,500 people, 
around 100 of those people 
make the decisions. Now, a 
school is no democracy, that’s 
for certain. I wouldn’t like to go 
to a school completely run by 
students (headline: “Students 
vote to abolish school”). But to 
disregard student opinion al-
together? That’s a bit careless, 
considering how greatly the 
policy would affect students. 

Student influence over the 
policy change was indirect at 
best. This year there was, of 
course, the informal “polling” 
conducted by some teachers. 
This polling, however, was often 
cursory — no one would call it 
a legitimate, accurate represen-
tation of student sentiment. 

The voters, who consisted 
of all school employees (from 
teachers to cafeteria ladies), 
used the School Site Council 
(SSC) survey from last year as 
the “student” opinion. Howev-
er, the survey was flawed. Only 
around 600 students voted — 
less than half the school — and 
53 percent of those students 
voted for last year’s full block 
schedule proposal. Not only 
was that survey irrelevant (this 
year’s proposal was markedly 
different), it also disregarded 
the majority of the student 
body’s opinions. 

This year, there’s another 
SSC survey, released after 
spring break, which will once 
again include a question on the 
full block. Of course, the school 
board will likely disregard any 
such decision “made” by the 
students on the survey. 

Teachers, after all, with their 
tenure and permanent resi-
dence at the school, are in the 
eyes of the School Board sacred 
cows whose wishes must be 
obeyed. We students, the very 
people the school is supposed to 
“serve,” are mere pawns — no, 
we don’t even have the honor 
of being pawns. We’re bystand-
ers, spectators.

Now, the teachers and staff 
certainly had their reasons for 
doing what it did. Understand-
ably, many teachers were sick of 
discussing the full block sched-
ule — they had just voted about 
it last year, and the debate was 
causing tension among them. 
So the solution was to vote now. 
Buy the car without telling wife, 
marry the girl without telling 
mom and dad. 

But was it really too much to 
delay making a decision until 
the teachers knew how the stu-
dents felt? Principal Paul Rob-
inson told the faculty to vote 
based on how the policy would 
affect the students. A large part 
of that, I would assume, would 
be knowing what the students 
actually wanted.

Finally, this leads me to the 
solution. The SSC survey is 
not the right way to solicit the 
student voice. I worry that my 
fellow students will scroll past 
the survey on Facebook, or just 
“mark as read” on their email. 
Besides, since when has a vote 
on a major policy change been 
conducted online? 

What the students need, what 

the school needs, is a paper vote 
— a referendum of sorts. The 
paper vote gives us a legitimate 
voice, a way to tell the admin-
istration what we want. It gives 
us a say in matters that affect us. 
It’s really not hard to organize; 
after all, we vote several times a 
year on topics from Homecom-
ing Queen to ASB President.

This vote doesn’t even need 
to mean anything politically 
(the student vote doesn’t need 
to be worth any percentage 
of the total vote), though that 
would be nice. For the Full 
Block decision, here’s how the 
whole decision making process 
should have gone, ideally:

1) Educate students about 
the decision — we would’ve 
had to learn about the ramifica-
tions of the schedule eventually, 
anyway.

2) Administer the student 
vote; collect results.

3) Administer the faculty 
vote; collect results, send faculty 
vote results to the School Board 
and advise X policy change. 

In this manner, faculty would 
have actually known what the 
students wanted. 

The students would have 
had a collective voice — power-
ful indeed in the minds of fac-
ulty members who weren’t sure 
how they wanted to vote. We 

would have actually had a say 
in our affairs. 

Saratoga High School is no 
absolute democracy, nor should 
it be. We have an outstanding 
administration that’s done an 
excellent job with the school —   
providing both the best teachers 
and a wide variety of classes. If 
anything, the paper vote would 
be a tool for the administration 
to use, to receive the accurate 
student opinion. 

Truly, it’s a bad idea to cre-
ate a policy while disregarding 
the wish of the masses. It may 
be efficient, but it’s a recipe for 
bad government — and resent-
ment. u

Why Saratoga students have no power
BLOCK SCHEDULE REJECTED — wHERE waS THE STUDEnT infLUEnCE?

In an era of standardized 
testing, there are two programs 
vying for ultimate supremacy: 
the Advanced Placement (AP) 
program and the International 
Baccalaureate (IB) program. 

The IB program promotes 
a unity, global awareness and 
depth that the current AP pro-
gram at Saratoga lacks. 

English teacher Suzanne 
Herzman taught for six years 
in the IB program at Scotts Val-
ley High School. According to 
Herzman, one of the reasons 
she chose to teach at Saratoga 
was because of the resemblance 
between the MAP program and 
the IB program. She particularly 
likes the unity of the curriculum 
present in both programs. 

“One part that I love is that 
[the IB program] is a unified 
curriculum,” Herzman said. “IB 
embodies an international and 
interconnected [system]. It is 
the idea that there is a global ex-
istence, and 
the world 
is intercon-
nected.”

Accord-
ing to Her-
zman, the 
IB program 
gives both 
s t u d e n t s 
and teach-
ers an ad-
vantage because of the inter-
connectivity. Some courses are 
spread over two years rather 
than one, creating less pressure 
to cram a certain amount of ma-

terial into one year. 
“Certainly, students are 

stressed during the IB program, 
but since everything is con-
nected, two years allows more 
depth,” Herzman said. “IB 

p r o g r a m 
focuses on 
depth over 
breadth. As 
an English 
teacher, that 
meant for 
me fewer lit-
erary works 
but more 
depth.”

Schools 
using the IB program require IB 
certified applicants to include 
a final project, which is com-
prised of a theory of knowledge 
course, a 4,000-word indepen-

dent research essay and Cre-
ative, Action, Service activities.

The theory of knowledge 
courses ensure that students are 
well balanced in all subject ar-
eas. Writing an extended essay 
allows students to polish writ-
ing skills and helps students de-
velop techniques necessary for 
later college research papers. 

IB programs also require 150 
hours of community service as 
part of the Creative, Action, Ser-
vice activities to promote unity 
and to give students an oppor-
tunity to learn about their own 
interests.

Like the AP program, the IB 
program does involve graded 
tests; however, IB tests involve 
mostly writing and free re-
sponse, whereas AP tests in-
clude a multiple choice section. 

“Assessments are also ad-
vantageous for students,” Her-
zman said. “The IB overall score 
is a combination of several as-
sessments over a few years, not 
a single high-stakes tests like the 
AP. For example, papers written 
in junior year and oral presen-
tations during the school year 
are all part of the exam. There’s 
very little multiple choice.”

The school should adopt as-
pects of the IB program such as 
the culminating final project to 
improve every student’s writing 
and researching skills as well as 
prepare them for the rigors of a 
college experience.

“To be a whole student, you 
need a wealth of knowledge 
and skills,” Herzman said. “The 
different classes shouldn’t feel 
isolated [like they do in AP].”u 

AP programs should adopt aspects of IB program

 Like the AP program, 
the IB program does 
involve graded tests; 
however, IB tests in-
volve mostly writing 

and free response.

candidcaricatures

                      CAROL SUH

BY SamuelLiu

BY MichelleLeung

falconfigures

Number of AP 
testing subjects 
available34 Number of IB testing 

subjects available35 Community service 
hours needed for IB 
diploma150 4,000 word essay 

needed1
www.collegeboard.org
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No means no; change in social 
perspectives necessary 

Dear Falcon,

“She wanted it.”
That’s how rapists justify their 

actions.  She was wearing short shorts, 
“showing off,” so she wanted it.

Alcohol has become the new 
short shorts, seen as an invita-
tion for desperate guys on the 
prowl.

At my school, Saratoga High, a 
beautiful 15-year-old girl named 
Audrie Pott committed suicide 
in September. Details surfaced 
that she was drunk and uncon-
scious at a house party, and was 
allegedly sexually assaulted by 
three boys, who circulated pho-
tos of the crime on Facebook.

She ended her life soon after.
In Steubenville, Ohio, a teen Jane 

Doe’s suicide due to sexual assault 
rocked families nationwide. In Canada, 
another teen girl attempted suicide af-
ter her rape and was recently taken off 
life support.The most regrettable part is 
that these were all preventable.

At a party I stopped by for just a few 
minutes, I managed to pull a hormone-
driven, drunk teenage male off of a very 
vocal (also drunk) and reluctant girl af-
ter seeing that nobody else made even 
a move to stop what was happening.  A 
fight almost ensued, but I’m glad that I 
took the plunge.

Rape culture exists — in America, 
it strangles beautiful lives at the rate 
of 78 rapes per hour.  The way to ab-
stain from this rape culture is to actively 
crush it, because passiveness is nothing 
more than tacit approval.

Schools have a uniquely wide and 
deep influence on American youths that 

we can use to minimize sexual assault.
This does not mean handing out the 

full text of official policies to students to 
read.  We must take a practical approach 
that deals with and prepares teens for 
reality to prevent another empty desk 
in the classroom.  Current sexual educa-
tion courses focus on “don’t get raped.”  
Don’t drink, don’t walk alone, always 
carry a rape whistle. Instead of dealing 

with problems in the context of 
reality, where underage drink-
ing occurs, the status quo fatally 
falls into the entrapments of op-
timism.

The real-world answer is 
education, but with a practical, 
three-pronged approach: First, 
teach girls how to say “no”; 
second, teach guys what “no” 
means; and third, utilize power-

ful social media for good.
Just as we walk miles by taking steps, 

we can take 
steps toward 
i n d i v i d u a l s ’ 
firmly saying 
“no” to alcohol, 
drugs and sex.  
Schools can 
angel invest in 
social respon-
sibility by first 
teaching teens to help their decision-
impaired friends say “no.”  This policy 
promotes individual responsibility for 
altruism.  How can you protect your 
friend — or even yourself — from that 
hormone-driven drunkard when you’re 
passed out drunk?

Moreover, we should focus on “don’t 
rape” as well as “don’t get raped.”  The 
second part is to hedge against black 
swans by teaching teens what “no” re-
ally means.  Through education, youth 
can understand that it’s better to walk 

away than to wake up and find that the 
drunk girl who didn’t seem to resist you 
yesterday now considers it rape: You’re 
now facing charges that will ruin your 
entire life. As small as our teenage male 
brains are, we can still roughly calcu-
late cost and benefit. When teens are 
educated on the full cost of committing 
sexual assault, rape is deterred by the 
magnitude of the perceived costs.

The third part of this solution is social 
media. One commonality between the 
trio of suicides is that new media was 
used to humiliate victims. The knee-jerk 
reaction is to limit Facebook, but that is 
an extreme and impractical solution.  
We can, however, use the power of so-
cial media to tackle lack of awareness of 
our own social responsibility by shar-
ing articles, spreading news and sup-
porting victims.  The more people we 
can reach — the more attention we can 
call to this matter — the more change 

we can make.
These three 

investments will 
carry returns 
far more mean-
ingful than dol-
lars because the 
returns will be 
human returns 
— priceless re-

wards. With recent attention given to 
sexual assault’s going parabolic, we can 
harness this momentum and halt the 
perpetuation of rape culture.  

My school has done more than most 
for the cause of anti-bullying in the last 
two years, but it’s still not enough.  You 
and I can save more lives through edu-
cation. We can make Audrie Pott the 
teacher instead of just another victim.  
One life is already too high of a price to 
pay for our negligence. u

— Johnny Chang

Student criticizes school culture

Dear Falcon,

Despite the loss of a fellow Falcon, 
Audrie Pott, to suicide last fall, it 

seems many at this school are confused 
or misguided in their view of the inci-
dent as a whole. While a nation has been 
looking on, entranced by this absolutely 
ugly story and its implications 
for not only the student body 
at this school but also for young 
people across the country, many 
of us have been distracted by 
inconsistencies with the report-
ing and the repercussions of the 
nationwide story on the reputa-
tion of our school.

 While I do believe it is im-
portant to get the facts right, we 
mustn’t allow ourselves to lose sight of 
the larger idea. Losing one of our own 
by her own hand in a community as 
wealthy and fortunate as Saratoga is ut-
terly disgusting, and it’s our chance to 
re-evaluate our whole way of life here.

 Let me start out by commenting that 
I do not believe this school is a breeding 
ground for bullying and sexual assault. 
In my years here, I have witnessed very 

little that would indicate a severe lack of 
respect among the student body. How-
ever, the circumstances of this case have 
forced me, forced us, to look deeper. To 
cling on to the belief that bullying is in-
significant in this community with such 
unnerving facts facing us would show a 
degree of naivety unacceptable for us.

Thus, the problem is us: We let Aud-
rie down. Based on reports, she was sex-

ually assaulted, taken advantage 
of and betrayed by people she 
considered friends, and those of 
us with the power to intervene 
and help chose to stand idly by.

I know you specifically may 
have had nothing to do with 
this, no opportunity to help. 
But that doesn’t free all of us 
from the blame, because I’m not 
blaming a specific set of people, 

I’m blaming a culture. A culture that is 
characterized by drinking alcohol at un-
supervised parties and subjecting one’s 
body to harmful, disorienting drugs 
until one loses touch with conscious-
ness, and then is unwilling to take any 
responsibility for one’s own actions. 

 But I’m not writing this to propose 
that we are so inherently flawed there 
is no point in trying to change. Maybe 

we all need to do the right thing by re-
forming our lifestyles and accepting 
that what we may view as harmless fun 
and games may lead to unhealthy hab-
its that put us all in danger.

While there’s nothing I can do to 
change the people who believe sexual 
assault is a laughing matter, I can say 
that we failed Audrie when she most 
needed us. She needed us to know 
when a party was getting out of hand. 
She needed us to prevent her from in-
toxication. She needed us to protect us 
from the wrath of those who would do 
her harm. And perhaps most impor-
tantly, she needed our support for the 
aftermath.

It’s sickening to admit that we didn’t 
provide a single one of those. We could 
have, should have, but didn’t, which is 
why each and every one of us needs to 
take a minute to think about the way 
we’ve been living. We need to choose to 
quit doing drugs or drinking, we need 
to pledge to watch our friend’s backs in 
fear of losing them, we need to realize 
that pain is everywhere, and that we 
need to stop thinking just of ourselves 
and start paying attention to our sur-
roundings. u 

— Aria Hooman

LETTERS TO THE EDITORS  Students 
express views on Pott controversy

In the past few weeks, the Falcon has been reporting 
on the Audrie Pott case, a tragedy that has shaken our 
community.  Our coverage during Spring Break on the 
Falcon website aimed to present the truth — we hoped 
to clarify facts and represent the student opinion, which 
was sometimes absent in the national media’s initial 
reporting. We also tried to balance our reporting with 
sensitivity. 

We were very deliberate and careful in our editorial 
decisions, as the issue was and is highly controversial. 

Even so, we faced some criticism from those who 
claimed that we were being insensitive. Some assumed 
that by our publishing that the illicit photos did not go 
viral we were somehow supporting the three arrested 
boys.   This is not true  — we do not in any way condone 
the alleged actions of the three boys.

We never sought to undermine the tragedy at hand or 
cause any further pain to the Pott family, and we stand 
behind our initial coverage. 

Thank you for your readership,
Cristina Curcelli, Sarah Finley, Samuel Liu and Karen 

Sung, Editors-in-chief

NOTE fROM THE EDITORS  

These three investments 
will carry returns far more 

meaningful than dollars 
because the returns will be 
human returns — priceless 

rewards.

Hooman

Chang
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There is a scam going on nationwide, 
and it’s targeting students and their par-
ents. Some of the ridiculous charges in-
clude $89 for an AP test, $50 for an SAT 1 
test and $23 flat fee plus another $12 for 
each SAT 2 Subject test. 

The College Board, a “non-profit,” 
makes money because it has monopo-
lized the standardized testing market. 

Take the SAT, the dreaded exam that 
holds so much significance for college 
admissions. The cost of failing to achieve 
an “acceptable” score places a huge 
amount of stress on many students. 

Conversely, the costs of taking the 
SAT I and SAT II Subject Tests place 
stress on the wallets of parents. 

The College Board, like many organi-
zations, needs to make money in order 
to expand and grow. 

However, the organization labels it-
self as “non profit,” a hypocritical and 
false description. If the College Board 
wishes to keep true to its name, the test 
fees should go down.

This price inflation is likely a result 

of the College Board’s monopoly on the 
college admission exams, since almost 
all students take tests administered by 
the College Board.

In 2006, the College Board made $583 
million from test fees, but only spent 
about $528 million paying employees 
and making internal improvements. At 
least some of the $55 million surplus 
went to salaries of the executives and 
CEO who make huge sums of money.

The higher-ups at the organization 
are given executive compensation due 
to the profits that they bring in, despite 
the company’s “non-profit” status.  
    The company’s executives make over 
$300,000 a year and the CEO, Gaston Ca-
perton, earns more than $800,000 a year. 
Not only does the CEO have a base sal-
ary of over $800,000, in 2009, he made 
$1.3 million with the compensation he 
received from surplus profit.

The College Board’s steep costs can 
also be attributed to paying employees 
who grade each of these exams by hand. 
They meet at one location in order to 
correct these tests.   

Because of this, the College Board 

must also provide money for their flights 
and rooms. Because of this, the tests’ 
costs must be increased as well. 

The problem with the College Board 
is not merely the cost of each test it ad-
ministers, but the claim that it is an orga-
nization with no profit motive. 

This problem can be alleviated if the 
College Board simply drops the false 
claim in its name. 

If it does not wish to remove this title, 
perhaps it’s time to cut executive costs 
and save students and parents some 
money. u

‘Non-profit’ College Board reaps high income
BY JonathanYoung

Cannabis is the new biz
Marijuana gains popularity 
aFtEr lEgaliZation in 2 statEs

What do a silly web series 
called “The Cyanide and Hap-
piness Show” and the Acad-
emy Award-nominated docu-
mentary, “Sun Come Up” have 
in common? They were both 
funded by their fans through 
Kickstarter, a website where 
fans of a project pledge money 
to reach its funding goal in re-
turn for exclusive benefits.

Since it started in 2009, 
Kickstarter has pledged over 
$500 million to over 35,000 
projects, ranging from video 
games to films to comics to art. 
The question is, can Kickstart-
er-funded projects be more 
advantageous than companies 
supported with traditional 
funding systems?

Recently, Rob Thomas, 
director of the cut TV show 
“Veronica Mars,” created a 
Kickstarter project to fund a 
“Veronica Mars” movie after 
Warner Bros rejected the idea. 
So far, the project has over 
60,000 supporters and has 
raised over $4 million, greatly 
exceeding its original goal of 
$2 million; thanks to the efforts 
of individual contributors, it is 
officially becoming a movie.

Generally, the budget for a 
film or movie is provided by 
either a studio, such as Holly-
wood Studios, or a production 
company, such as DreamWorks 
Animations or Paramount Pic-
tures.

Now with websites such 
as Kickstarter, films and mov-
ies can now be funded out of 
personal interest, rather than 
simply profit. It’s a far more 

democratic process, with view-
ers voting with their wallets. 
The film is being funded by 
diehard fans.

Kickstarter also helps the 
artists, as all staff members that 
had a role in the production of 
the movie get the full cut of the 
profits.s.

On the other hand, people 
who donate money for Kick-
starter projects are merely 
funding the project for it to 
flourish, not to profit finan-
cially. Supporters of the proj-
ect, according to Kickstarter, 
would only receive a reward 
for reaching a certain level of 
funding. 

Supporters of the game 
“Torment: Tides of Numen-
era,” another Kickstarter proj-
ect, can get bonuses depending 
on how much money they give 
to the develop-
ers.

P r o j e c t s 
under conven-
tional compa-
nies have to 
face unpredict-
able situations 
such as budget 
cuts, which 
may not pro-
vide the project 
with adequate 
funding.

H o w e v e r, 
Kickstarter ’s 
philosophy is 
a l l - o r - n o t h -
ing funding, 
meaning that 
the project 
will either get 
fully funded 
by a deadline, 
or it will be 

scrapped. As a result, if people 
want a project to succeed, then 
they will do as much as pos-
sible to reach the goal, such 
as spreading the word to their 
friends and other people who 
share their interests.

Kickstarter heralds, per-
haps, the beginning of a new 
era — the democratization 
of venture capital. In this age 
of hyperconnectivity, more 
and more ideas may be made 
into reality via the internet-ed 
masses.

“The desire to make art has 
always been inherently social,” 
writes Rob Trump of The New 
York Times. “Not economic, 
and now, even in a society 
defined by the free market, 
the means to produce art can 
come from an inherently social 
mechanism as well.” u

Having recently voted to al-
low the recreational use of can-
nabis, or marijuana, Colorado 
and Washington are waiting on 
federal approval for the ground-
breaking law. 

However, in the meantime, 
the two states are up in smoke, 
as marijuana users take advan-
tage of this trailblazing law. 

One group of people in par-
ticular, is looking past the taboo 
of smoking weed and is snatch-
ing at the opportunity in this re-
cently legalized market: entre-
preneurs.

T h a t ’ s 
right. En-
trepreneurs 
in Colorado 
and Wash-
ington have 
begun en-
g i n e e r i n g 
p r o d u c t s 
that allow 
for safer use 
of the drug. 

Truth is, the professionaliza-
tion of the marijuana trade has 
begun. 

Already, many investors with 
Ivy-League MBA’s are funding 
these start-ups because they see 
an enormous market with a ca-
pacity for growth. 

The reality is that cannabis 
is on its way to becoming legal-
ized in more than two states.      
      In a Pew Research Center poll 
released on April 4, a majority 
of Americans (52%) favored the 
legalization of marijuana. 

Although the National Insti-
tute on Drug Abuse proclaims 

that cannabis has negative neu-
rological effects, the organiza-
tion has not had empirical evi-
dence to back up its claims. 

Now that Colorado and 
Washington have legalized the 
drug, the institute can conduct 
tests with greater evidence on 
both the negative and the posi-
tive effects of marijuana. 

Because weed is en route 
to becoming legalized in more 
states, many engineers and en-
trepreneurs are actually helping 
those concerned about the pos-
sible dangers of marijuana by 
creating devices which allow 

for safer 
use of the 
drug. 

For ex-
ample, the 
s t a r t u p 
U p T o k e 
d e s i g n e d 
a product 
called a 
p o r t a b l e 
vapor izer 
that allows 

users to use the drug without 
inhaling the harmful smoke 
that comes from burning the 
cannabis plant.

Such innovations are making 
the use of marijuana much safer 
than cigarettes or alcohol, both 
of which many people consider 
as socially acceptable. 

These entrepreneurs truly 
are the pioneers of an emerging 
market, and if they stay within 
the law, they can break the belief 
that cannabis is a dirty, harmful 
drug and can possibly bring al-
coholics and cigarette smokers 
to a safer substance. u

BY NikhilGoel

Entrepreneurs 
in Colorado and 
Washington have 
begun engineering 
products that allow 
for safer use of the 

drug.

BY NelsonWang
& DevinZhao

Kickstarter leads quiet revolution

sophomore Anish Srinivasan

I definitely think 
it is a rip-off.
The prices are 
unnecessarily 
high.”

senior Nandita Sampath

togatalks
College Board 
cares more about 
the money it 
receives than the 
education of its 
students.” 

What is your 
opinion on 
College Board’s 
test prices?

sophomore Mounika Narayanan

It is really unfair 
for students to 
have to pay so 
much to take 
tests to get into 
college.”

HELEN WONG

35,000

falconfigures

Dollars the game has 
raised

4 million

Projects have been 
pledged by kickstarter, 
ranging from video 
games to films to 
comics to art

35,000

Supporters have 
been gained for the 
“Veronica Mars” 
movie directed by Rob 
Thomas, a projectthat 
was rejected by the 
Warner Bros. 

60,000 
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‘Hole in the wall’ restaurant features flavorful 
Greek cuisine at a more-than affordable price

I’d driven by the Greek restaurant 
Yiassoo probably more than 100 times 
before I actually stopped in to give it a 
try. I was always curious, so when I was 
recently feeling adventurous, I decided 
to check it out. 

With the high turnover rate of res-
taurants in Cu-
pertino, I’d been 
wondering how 
such a place in 
an unassuming 
spot along De 
Anza Boulevard  
by Smoke Eat-
ers survived all 
these years. Now 
I know.

The first 
thought I had 
when I arrived 
in the parking lot 
was how quaint the restaurant itself 
was. It’s kind of a small place to dine-in, 
but it has a nice area for outdoor seat-
ing. The only drawback is that it is right 
by the street, which I didn’t really mind 
much anyway since I was so impressed 
by the well made food.

Yiassoo is an order-at-the-counter 
joint that offers a host of Greek plates 
and pita wraps. I opted for the $9 chick-
en souvlaki plate, which comes with a 

side of Greek salad, pita wedges, tzatzi-
ki and your choice of rice pilaf or french 
fries. To be honest, I’m neither an expert 
on nor a huge fan of Greek food, but I 
thought this was culinary perfection. 

The pita bread was fluffy, soft and 
airy. I could tell they make it fresh every 
day and the texture was extremely soft 
and inviting.

The seasoned 
chicken came 
freshly and per-
fectly cooked, the 
rice was flavor-
ful enough and 
the feta atop the 
salad was noth-
ing like the salty, 
tangy stuff sold 
in stores. It was 
very refreshing 
and light and was 
a nice change from 
store feta. 

I also ordered  one of the restaurant’s 
best-known items: the gyro. 

The Gyro plate came with a gargan-
tuan side of fries and a Mediterranean 
salad consisting of tomatoes, cucum-
bers, kalamata  olives and homemade 
feta cheese.

The $5.75 gyro itself features a thick, 
soft pocketless pita, warmed on the 
grill and stuffed to the max with thinly 
shaved pieces of gyro meat that are in-

BY IngridHong

Yiassoo, a Greek restaurant located at the intersection of S. De Anza Boulevard and Kirwin 
Lane, is relatively unknown to students and serves delicious food such as the Chicken 
Souvlaki pictured above at an affordable price. Prices range from $3 to $10 per plate.

credibly juicy and tender. The crunchy 
red onions add a nice savory taste and 
crunchy texture that adds to the gyro 
nicely. 

The thick delicious, garlicky tzatziki 
sauce with cucumber and fresh chopped 
tomatoes added just the right amount 
of flavor and even more crunch which 

made the gyro more enjoyable. 
 The sauce, the meat, the pita — ev-

erything comes together in a warm, deli-
cious bundle.

The delicious and beyond reasonably 
priced food at Yiassoo makes it a great 
little “hole-in-the-wall” restaurant that I 
highly recommend to anyone. u

(OUT OF FIVE)
Where: 10660 S De Anza Boulevard 
Cupertino
Type of Food: Greek
Price range: $
Reporter’s Favorite: Lamb Souvlaki

Yiassoo

FALCON // INGRID HONG
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Junior girls embark on quest for perfect dress And the best prom asking goes to: Cody Cai

The 
draMa 
behind 
proM

Top 10 bEsT (noT rEaLLy Though) ways To ask somEonE To prom

Cover yourself in paint, give them a hug, 
and say “Color me yours, prom?”

hit them with a frisbee that says prom on 
it. your date will love the black eye that 
comes with it.

ask them on the day of prom. most girls 
have prom dresses lying around, right? and 
who needs a bid anyway?

Write a poem and embed it in funeral flow-
ers.

spend 3.5 minutes on a “punny” poster 
and present it with a bouquet of pens.

simi srivastava

ask your friend to ask their friend to ask 
their brother to ask their friend’s friend if 
they’ll go to prom with you.

Fake your own death; when you come back 
to life they’ll be so overjoyed that they’ll 
say yes to anything.

Text them the night before!

Throw oranges at them and ask them, “or-
ange you glad I asked you to prom?”

Ask with flowers and a poster. I hear it’s 
extremely original.

topten

From top left to bottom right: 1. Juniors Melis Akunal, Melissa Szenda, freshman 
Isa Berardo and sophomore Avery Gigoux pose together. 2. Juniors Joyce Kao and 
Justin Liu pose together at a pre-prom get-together. 3. Junior Katie Truong pins 
the boutonniere, an always difficult task, on her date, sophomore Kevin Lee. 4. 
Juniors Nick Gummow, Jackie Taysi, Cameron Borch, Sahiba Ratra, Rohan Jhalani, 
freshman Sabrina Clark, juniors Lizzie Ioannou, Tony Capek, freshman Iva Glumac, 
juniors Andrew Firth, Ainsleigh Mitchell and Billy Hanford smile for the camera.

Courtesy of DREW KRIENS

Courtesy of JUSTIN LIU

Courtesy of KRISTEN ZUNG

Courtesy of CAMERON BORCH

1

2 3

4

When it comes to asking a potential 
date to prom, students usually stick 
with the cliche method of using a poster, 
but senior Cody Cai thought outside of 
the box when asking senior Kiki Shim. 
Both worked as editors-in-chief of the 
yearbook this year and cemented their 
friendship through long hours of work. 

On April 25, at around 7 p.m., Cai and 
a couple of his friends drove to Shim’s 
house. Meanwhile, Shim was busy get-
ting distracted by senior Sanjina Verma 
at Shim’s house. Feeling annoyed yet 
confused, Shim received a phonecall 
from senior Evelyn Lee.

Shim stepped outside into the dark 
night, and in front of her were glowing 
letters that said four letters, P-R-O-M.   
Not only were there glowing letters, but 
also yellow glowing balloons that lit up 
the the dark night. Cai held up a sign 
that read, “Not to put you in the spot-
light, but will you go to prom with me?” 
Speechless, Shim took a while to register, 
and finally replied “yes.” 

Cai had a lot of planning to do before 
the asking, so everything was a little 
chaotic. Cai found some inexpensive 
LED white and yellow lanterns (these 
are the prom theme colors) as well as a 
set of white and yellow LED illuminat-
ed balloons. Senior Abigail Lin helped 
Cai with the cardboard cutouts spelling 
“Prom.” 

Although Cai had everything planned 
ahead of time, Cai and his senior friends 
Allison Kim, Abigail Lin, Lauren Chu, 
Derek Chao, Greg Yang, Samantha 
Cheng, and Amy Jan did not start the 
project until the night of the asking.

“Since I had to finish my final year-
book deadline that week, I was extreme-
ly busy,” Cai said.

Cai’s last minute put-together was 
not the only stressful part of the asking. 
The original plan was to ask Shim when 
she was on her way home from Spanish 
teacher Arnoldo Rodriguex’s Spanish 
video, but the video finished early and 
they had to find ways to stall Shim. 

“Sanjna gave me this really lame 
excuse [about] finding the janitor at 
school,” Shim said.

Verma eventually drove Shim home 
extremely slowly, then stalled even 
more.

Later, Lee called Shim and told her 
to go outside because Lee said she had 
some school work to give Shim. Shim 

then walked outside and saw all the bal-
loons and lanterns.

“Although it didn’t go as planned, 
she was still surprised and very happy,” 
Cai said. “The whole experience was 
very rewarding.” u

by CarolSuh
& CatherineTang

Courtesy of CODY CAI

Senior Cody Cai and friends hold balloons for his prom asking of senior Kiki Shim.

Junior prom pictures

sTudenTs conTeMplaTe benefiTs of online versus offline shopping

When junior Susanna Lee found out she was going 
to prom, she embarked on the journey that many girls 
venture upon each April. She had to find her dress. 
She had to choose from a range of colors, from black to 
white and anything in between, along with hundreds 
of different styles. Prices range from under $100 to a 
whopping $500. How can a girl choose?

“I spent an entire day looking for a prom dress, from 
10 a.m. to 10 p.m.,” Lee said. “It was sort of a pain, 
since I went to three different stores, Trudy’s, Jessica 
McClintock and Macy’s, before I finally found a dress 
I liked.”

For some girls, picking a dress is one of the most 
difficult aspects of prom. As a result, online dress shop-
ping has become increasingly popular. Juniors, who are 
often stretched for time due to academics and extracur-
riculars, can more easily view a wide variety of choices 
without having to drive and spend hours and hours in 
dress stores. 

“It is less time consuming, and it was easier to find 
a dress within my price range,” junior Nina Jayashan-
kar said. “I don’t usually have trouble with sizing for 
dresses, so it’s not usually necessary for me to go in 

person.”
Jayashankar bought her dress on tidebuy.com with-

in a day of looking around.
“I noticed that all the dresses that I preferred were 

all a similar style, so I just picked my 
favorite,” Jayashankar said.

Junior Gloria Liou, who bought 
her dress on micwell.com, also found 
that there were some benefits of buy-
ing dresses online.

“Micwell.com conveniently has 
100 different colors for each dress, so 
I picked out a style I liked first, and 
then chose a color that I thought I and 
a potential date would look good in,” 
Liou said.

Several other popular sites for dresses are promgirl.
com and sherrihill.com. 

Despite the convenience that online shopping can 
provide, some girls still choose to go in person to find 
their dresses. Junior Abigail Small bought her dress at 
Trudy’s Brides, a dress store in Campbell. 

“I prefer buying dresses in person because you get 
to try on the dress to see how it fits. How the dress fits 
and looks on is the most important thing for me. There 

is always a little bit of doubt when I order online be-
cause the dress might not fit,” Small said. 

Previous experiences have made Small a bit wary of 
online shopping.

“I bought a dress, which looked 
beautiful online, for winter formal. 
Once I got it in the mail, I tried it on, 
but it did not fit right and looked 
nothing like the picture online,” Small 
said. “I know a lot of people have suc-
cess online, but from personal experi-
ence this year, I would rather shop in 
person.”

Macy’s, Nordstrom and Trudy’s 
Bridal are all popular stores for in-

person prom dress shopping. 
Liou recognizes that there are different advantages 

and disadvantages to buying clothes online or in per-
son. 

“I would actually prefer buying a dress in person 
because the sizing is often a challenge, and you never 
know if an online product will fit,” Liou said. “But buy-
ing online saves a lot of time, and you are also able to 
see many options at once and compare prices, so there 
are benefits either way.” u

by allisonChang

I would actually prefer 
buying a dress in per-
son, but buying online 

saves a lot of time.
Junior gloria Liou

GRAPHICS BY GRACE MA
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iPhone games
ensnare students

Junior Andrew Chang, eyes glued to 
the screen, pounds the keyboard buttons  
furiously in an attempt to overtake the 
enemy team. Chang, a League of Leg-
ends player, is one of many participants 
in Saratoga High’s League of Legends 
tournament which began in March and 
will probably continue through May. 

When students think about competi-
tion, sports or academic contests come to 
mind, but the computer game League of 
Legends (LoL) has now become a source 
of competition as well. 

At Saratoga, students have estab-
lished the school’s first LoL tournament, 
inspired by Monta Vista’s LoL tourna-
ment.

LoL is a free MOBA (Massive Online 
Battle Arena) game in which teams of 
five compete against one another in an 
attempt to destroy each other’s bases. It 
is currently the most played computer 
game in the world with over 1 billion 
hours of play a month in over 145 coun-
tries. 

In addition, around 12 million play-
ers play each day and around 32 million 

active players log on each month. Last 
year, the world tournament had over 8 
million viewers online and awarded an 
unprecedented grand prize of $1 mil-
lion. 

Competition in “e-Sports” has been 
increasing, and with all this rising com-
petition, it’s no surprise that colleges and 
high schools have been establishing LoL 
clubs and competing against each other.

For Saratoga students’ tournament, 
there are 12 teams in the double elimina-
tion tournament, each team consisting of 
five main players and up to two substi-
tutes. In total, there are 73 players signed 

up for the tournament. 
Each weekend, different teams will 

play one another and advance through 
the brackets; as a result, the tournament 
will span several weeks. 

The winning team will receive $125 
worth of RP, the in-game currency used 
to purchase new characters. 

 “The [idea of a] tournament isn’t 
something that is new to us. We always 
arrange matches amongst ourselves for 
fun,” said Chang. “The only difference 
in this case is that there is money [as a 
reward to the victor].” 

The tournament had some time con-

flicts, especially for busy upperclass-
men. 

“It’s a good idea, but it would have 
probably been executed better if it 
weren’t the middle of April, right before 
AP testing,” said Chang.

While there is a stereotype that com-
petitive gamers are usually nerds or 
geeks, the Saratoga LoL players range 
from football players to math team mem-
bers to History Day participants and in-
clude students of all grade levels. 

“There is no ‘typical’ League player,” 
senior Patrick Pan said. “There are a lot 
of people in the tournament I didn’t ex-
pect to play at all.”

According to Jiang, the game allows 
many diverse groups of students to 
come together. 

Many participants hope that the 
tournament will inspire more students 
to play LoL and eventually lead to the 
establishment of a LoL club at Saratoga, 
similar to the one at Monta Vista.

“I think that this tourney is a great 
way to get people into the game. If fu-
ture tourneys are more organized, then I 
think the game could get a lot bigger at 
SHS,” said Jiang. u

Competing in the league of Saratoga
students battle in their own league of legends tournaMent
BY NelsonWang

Most days after school, sophomore 
Gonzalo Palomino sits in front of 
the television, his eyes locked on the 
screen, his fingers madly pressing dif-
ferent buttons on the controller. He’s 
been practicing for hours, all in hopes 
of beating the game, Mortal Kombat.

An expert Mortal Kombat player, 
Palomino spends up to six hours a day 
training. 

Palomino first 
gained interest 
in Mortal Kom-
bat after seeing 
videos of it on 
YouTube. 

“Even on days 
when I’m unable 
to play, I run all 
the moves of the 
game through 
my head and think of new combi-
nations that will help me beat [the 
game],” Palomino said.

Palomino likes the game because 
it is a “good way to test [his] memory 
because [the game requires him to] 
remember all the different combina-
tions.” 

According to Palomino, a player can 
memorize different combinations, or 
“Kombos” of the four buttons, which 
are “series of unique hits that vary 
from character to character.” 

For example, Palomino explained, 
the combination “Y, X, A” on the con-
troller means to dash forward.

Palomino began playing video 
games at age 4,  starting with Mario 
Party and Pokemon. These days, Palo-
mino normally plays Mortal Kombat 
on the XBOX.

When he first began Mortal Kombat, 
Palomino found that the game came 
naturally to him, and, with practice, 
he was able to become a very skilled 
player.

“I got good at the game by playing 
hour after hour every day, constantly 
pushing myself by putting the difficul-
ty at maximum and not stopping until 
I won,” Palomino said. “I also spent 
about a month beating all 300 chal-
lenges the game offered.”

Palomino said he prefers playing 

with friends rather than playing on 
his own. When with friends, Palomi-
no finds that he can play for several 
hours.

“If I play alone, I usually get bored 
after awhile,” he said.

Although many other experienced 
players use cheats, in which a player 
uses non standard methods to gain an 
advantage, to beat certain challenges,  
Palomino explained that he does not 

like to use modi-
fied controllers, 
or any controllers 
that are changed 
to allow an easier 
gameplay experi-
ence.

“The closest 
I [have gotten] 
to cheating was 
watching people 
play at real com-

petitions,” he said. “I also sometimes 
watch different tutorial videos to find 
any combinations that I might not 
know of.”

Sophomore Tony Holt, Palomino’s 
friend, said Palomino often practices 
nonstop, trying to find the best way to 
beat the game.

“His hard work and practice make 
him really hard to beat in almost ev-
erything,” Holt said, “I hardly ever 
win against him.”

Although Palomino is known for his 
skill in Mortal Kombat, he also enjoys 
playing  numerous other video games 
such as Gears of War, Skyrim and Fall-
out.

“I use [games] as a way to let out 
any anger I have,” Palomino said. “I 
also use them as a way to relieve stress 
and just forget about  problems I might 
have.” u

As freshman Arjun Ra-
manathan waits in the halls 
during break, his hands tilt 
his phone, controlling his 
virtual bike that races across 
the finish line.

Since starting the game 
months earlier, Ramana-
than has quickly become 
addicted to the iPhone game 
Bike Race. He plays about 
two hours a day and enjoys 
the competition from his 
friends.

“The game [helps] to pass 
time quickly and the com-
petitive aspect is a fun add-
on to the game,” Ramana-
than said.

In Bike Race, a free iPhone 
game in the App Store, play-
ers drive bikes through dif-
ferent tracks and obstacles. 
The game has a multiplayer 
option that allows players 
to play one another, try-
ing to finish faster than the 
other player. Since so many 
students participate in this 
pastime, the list of friends 
to play can reach more than 
100 players.

“It’s super distracting 
and time consuming be-
cause you go to your phone 
to play one game, which 
takes about 30 seconds to a 
minute,” said Ramanathan. 
“Then, you end up playing 
your whole list, which takes 
like 30 minutes.”

Ramanathan was intro-
duced to the game by his 
older brother and he’s been 
hooked ever since.

“My favorite part is the 
multiplayer games because 

I get to play the same lev-
els but also compete against 
friends and people I know,” 
said Arjun Ramanathan.

Another iPhone game 
that has gained popularity 
is Bloons TD5, which allows 
players to build towers in 
order to pop invading bal-
loons, called Bloons. The 
game costs $3 in the App 
Store and one of the first 
to discover the game was 
senior Tyler Tanaka, who 
began playing over Thanks-
giving break.

At first, he played the 
game for two hours each 
day, but Tanaka said he has 
since cut back.

“[The reason I played so 
much] was because I was 
trying to beat all the levels,” 
said Tanaka. “But now that I 
beat all the levels, I feel pret-
ty accomplished.”

Recently, a new game has 
gained popularity among 
students called Mini Golf 
MatchUp, in which compet-
itors compete against each 
other in different virtual 
mini-golf courses. Senior 
Stevie Berman started play-
ing in March and said he 
“can’t get enough.”

“I play every day, [but] 
how often [I play] depends 
on how good my golf stroke 
is because when I lose, I just 
don’t play,” said Berman.

Berman said he loves the 
game’s competitive nature.

“It’s super distracting. It’s 
addicting and sometimes I 
can’t function unless I play,” 
said Berman. “It definitely 
takes some priority over 
school sometimes.” u

BY JonathanYoung

BY MeganaIyer

Expert sophomore gamer
excels at Mortal Kombat
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Multiple upcoming blockbusters and
sequels make for an exciting summer

GRAPHIC BY CAROLYN SUN

As the school year wraps up, students 
look forward to the days when they can 
just kick back and relax. For many, that 
involves spending the long summer 
days at the movie theaters. 

Freshman Michael Schillage is look-
ing forward to enjoying the new films 
that will be released in the next few 
months.

“There is a series of movies coming 
this summer that really adds a special 
flair to a much needed summer,” Schil-
lage said.

“The Great Gatsby” (May 10): The 
summer kicks off with the release of 
the classic by F. Scott Fitzgerald turned 
movie The “Great Gatsby.” The story 
follows a poor man-turned millionaire 
and his journey to reclaim an old love, 
one that he never forgot. 

The always charming Leonardo Di-
caprio plays the great Jay Gatsby. Not 
only is this movie a long-awaited film 
that features a talented cast but all the 
students who have read the novel will 
enjoy seeing a film maker’s rendition of 
his extravagant parties. Although I am 
not a big fan of Fitzgerald, that is reason 
enough for me to go watch this much 
anticipated film.

“Star Trek Into Darkness” (May 17): 
Follow Captain Kirk and Spock back 
into the clutches of danger in this sci-
ence fiction thriller. A sequel to the pop-
ular 2009 film, this movie will continue 
to develop the encapsulating legacy of 
Star Trek, one of the greatest science fic-

sophomore Gonzalo Palomino

I use [games] as 
a way to relieve 
any stress and just 
forget about any 
problems I might 
have.”
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tion franchises of all 
time. 

“Fast and Furious” 6 
(May 24): Who doesn’t love 
the high octane speed racing of 
the “Fast and Furious?” With an 
all star cast that includes Dwayne 
Johnson, Vin Diesel and Paul Walk-
er, this movie is sure to be a huge 
hit. Justin Lin, the director, brought 
the franchise to even higher heights 
with the last movie, generating al-
most $600 million. 
     High octane street racing meets 
the dramatic action of special forces 
in the new movie. This movie ex-
cites many longtime fans and looks 
to be one of the highlights of the 
summer.

“The Hangover”: Part III (May 
24): The Wolf Pack is back and even 
more raucous. The Pack heads 
out on another road trip, and you 
know what follows. The group 
of friends are bound for disaster, 
jokes and tomfoolery as they take 
on the town of Los Angeles. 

Everyone, including me, loves the 
goofy Zach Galifianakis, and I can’t 
wait to see the carnage that follows the 

q u a d 
as they head 
back to sin city. 

“Man of 
Steel” (June 14): 

You can’t beat the 
classics. Superman 

comes back to the 
big screen as director 

Zack Snyder explores 
his past. Any movie 

featuring Superman is 
bound to be a hit. 

“I’m excited to see Su-
perman come back to the 

big screen,” Schillage said.
“Monsters University” 

(June 21): Ever since Mike 
Wazowski and Sully starred in 

“Monsters Inc.,” we adored the 
concept of the monsters returning. 

After a 12-year hiatus, Pixar 
sends us back in time to when the 

duo met: college. The cute dynam-
ics between the two loving monsters 

make me incredibly excited for the pre-
quel to “Monsters Inc.”

“I’m really excited to see how Pixar is 

going to line up the storyline to take the 
series full circle,” sophomore Ken Wu 
said.

“The Wolverine” (July 26): Hugh 
Jackman is sure to light up box of-

fices with his performance as the 
original iconic X-Man, Wolver-

ine. Set after the X-Men saga, 
the immortal Wolverine is 

one of the few remaining X-
Men. 
He travels to Japan where he is 

forced to deal with countless assassins 
while coping with his inner immortality. 
Hugh Jackman’s rendition of the fearless 
Wolverine is always high octane and ex-
tremely entertaining.

“300: Rise of an Empire” (Aug. 3): 
Everyone remembers Gerard Butler and 
his muscle-clad spartans fighting to the 
death at Thermopylae Pass. 

What most  people don’t know is that 
those 300 Spartans sparked a revolution. 
While deadlocked on land, the Greeks 
needed to beat the colossal Persian Navy 
to win the Greco-Persian War. 

This movie follows the epic fight for 
the sea and the victory of the Greeks, a 
tattered nation that rallied around 300 
who fought 300,000 thousand. The may-
hem at Thermopylae Pass will be recre-
ated, adding an epic sequel to the end of 
the 300 films. This movie will finish the 
summer with a bang.

“I’m looking forward to this summer 
and the new movies will make it all the 
more fun,” Schillage said. "I can't wait to 
watch them." u

BY DerekSun GRAPHIC BY JANE PARK
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Chin helps twin in battle against cancer
Two years ago, history teacher Jim 

Chin learned that his fraternal twin 
brother, Jack, had been diagnosed with 
Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia, a can-
cer of the blood and bone marrow.

Extremely worried for his brother, 
Jim thought of being a bone marrow do-
nor for him. As it turned out, Jack was 
not an exact match, and Jim was not able 
to donate.

“I felt really bad when it turned out 
that I wasn’t a bone marrow match,” the 
teacher said. “If I had [been a match], the 
chances of it working 
are really high and the 
chances he rejects it is 
pretty low.”

When he first found 
out about his brother’s 
diagnosis, Jim said 
he was afraid for his 
brother’s future. Since 
ALL usually affects 
teenagers, the survival rate for a patient 
who is diagnosed as an adult goes down 
significantly.

Jim wasn’t the only one who was wor-
ried, however. Jack was also paralyzed 
with shock, fear and pain.

“I remember lying in the hospital bed 
and looking at Jim for the first time and 
[asking whether I had cancer] and he 
said ‘Yes … yes you do,’” Jack said.

The brothers’ relationship has with-

stood enormous struggles.
Through it all, the two have main-

tained the close bond they have shared 
for years. 

Jim tried to do all he could for his 
brother. Because the two are twins, it 
was likely that he would be a bone mar-
row and blood match for Jack. The fam-
ily hoped that Jim would be able to pro-
vide the key to Jack’s survival. However, 
this was not the case.

Jim was there for Jack, however, as 
much as possible.

“He would also get me stuff that I 
asked for, fruit gushers, [or] Wetzel’s 
pretzels from the mall,” Jack said. “He 

was great, [and] did it 
without hesitation any-
time he could.”

Additionally, Jim 
and his family worked 
hard to find a bone 
marrow match for Jack 
by organizing bone 
marrow drives. They 
finally succeeded in 

finding a match, and Jack received a 
transplant on April 24, 2012. 

Currently, he is recovering from the 
surgery.

Though Jack is still in recovery, the 
two brothers spend as much time as pos-
sible together.

“We both tend to be pretty mature 
professionally, but when we hang out, 
we tend to noticeably regress in matu-
rity level,” said Jim.

Since childhood, the two have been 
extremely close. According to Jack, they 
“almost never fought, and got along 
great.” 

However, although they are twins, the 
brothers were separated in school from 
a young age. Jack was held back in first 
grade, creating a split between them.

“A joke my brother came up with 
was, ‘First grade was the best two years 
of his life,’” Jim recalls.

The differences did not stop there. 
Jack and Jim had different interests 
throughout high school. 

“We had some overlapping [interests], 
but we still had separate lives, which, for 
the two of us, was pretty healthy,” Jim 
said.

Jack, who had been interested in join-
ing the military since third grade, de-
cided to apply for West Point Military 
Academy in New York, while Jim stayed 
in California to attend UC Berkeley. 

Although Jack did not get in during 
his senior year, he applied again during 
his freshman year at UCLA, and was ac-
cepted. 

However, due to a back injury, he 
was not able to perform physically at the 
academy, and discontinued his educa-
tion to attend UCLA once again.

Although he had to leave the acade-
my, Jack strongly believes that West Point 
helped him grow as an individual.

“I needed to stumble, fall and fail 
in order to learn how to succeed,” Jack 
said, “because men are not born, they 

are made.”
At the moment, Jim is continuing his 

career as a teacher, Jack has started re-
cording his jokes to see if he wants to 
pursue a career in stand-up comedy.

“Once [Jack] found out that he had 
a match and was possibly going to sur-
vive, some of the humor crept back in,” 
Jim said.

Jim continues to help his brother with 
recovery since they live together. Their 
friendship has only grown stronger.

“Total bros. I have the best brother 
anyone could ask for,” Jack said. u

BY MeganaIyer
& MayaRavichandran

Senior bonds with speech and debate coach
Most students know English teacher 

Erick Rector as the  hilarious and enter-
taining emcee at school football games. 
But senior Venkat Munukutla sees Rec-
tor as much more.  To Munukutla, Rec-
tor’s a coach, a mentor and, most impor-
tantly, a friend.

Rector and Munukutla have known 
each other since Munukutla’s fresh-
man year, when Munukutla joined the 
school’s speech and debate team, which 
Rector coaches.

“It took awhile for us to click be-
cause at first I really wasn’t interested 
in speech and debate,” Munukutla said. 
“But when I did actively involve myself, 
I realized how much the coaches like 
[Rector] were investing in ensuring that 
we have everything we needed to suc-
ceed.”

Rector said he hopes Munukutla, 
among all of all his speech and debate 
students, takes his suggestions to heart.

“I hope that he trusts and values my 
opinions and critiques when we are go-
ing over speeches or just talking,” Rec-
tor said. “I know he puts a lot of himself 
in speech and debate so I want to make 
sure that he feels I’m doing the same for 
him.”

 As one of the most devoted students 
in speech and debate, Munukutla partic-
ipates in a variety of events, though he 
is most committed to Lincoln-Douglas 
debate and original oratory. Munukutla 
added that he spends practically all of 
his after school hours in Rector’s class-
room. 

“Mr. Rector’s room is like a second 
home for me; I basically live in his class-
room,” Munukutla said. “I get out of 
school at 3:15 and sit in his room work-
ing on debate until 8:30.”

Rector said he is glad that Munu-
kutla has found speech and debate to be 
a hobby and a place where he can lead 
others.

“The success that he’s had in speech 
and debate —  which I take a very, very 
small sliver of credit for — has really 
helped him gain confidence,” Rector 
said. “We talk about coaching and lead-
ership fundamentals with each other, 
and I’m happy that he takes some of my 
ideals and adopts them for himself.”

Rector said his relationship with Mu-
nukutla has grown outside of the class-
room as well.

“When you’re a coach, and you see 
students outside the classroom, it’s not 
the same kind of teacher relationship as 
it is with inside the classroom,” Rector 

said.  “Outside the classroom  a teacher 
is more like coach or mentor.  My trust 
and faith in [Munukutla], that’s some-
thing you wouldn’t see in a classroom.”

Rector said that although most of his 
interaction with Munukutla results from 
speech and debate, the two often find 
time to have fun together.  

“We’ve played basketball a couple of 
times,” Rector said. “[Munukutla] has 
beaten me twice.”

Munukutla said that through the 
times he has spent with Rector, his coach 
has shaped him in many ways — espe-
cially in terms of energy.  He hopes that 
even after he graduates in June, Rector 
will continue to mentor him.  

“He always tells me my biggest asset 
in speech rounds is the energy and liveli-
ness I bring,” Munukutla said.  “He re-
minds me that whatever happens, don’t 
lose focus and keep up the energy.” u

BY SabrinaChen

of Teachers

YOU MAY NOT KNOW YOUR TEACHERS AS WELL AS YOU THOUgHT YOU did

How well do you know your teacher?
REpORTERS gUESS HOW THEiR TEACHERS WOULd ANSWER THESE qUESTiONS

English teacher Erick Rector and senior Venkat Munukutla joust in Rector’s classroom.

Drum till you drop: Yim finds solace in janggu

Math teacher P.J. Yim is not your or-
dinary teacher. From stories about his 
mountain biking to his “cactus greater 
than rose” philosophy, Yim’s unusual 
personality often bubbles over in his lec-
tures. Adding to his unusual personality 
is his passion for drumming, where he 
finds solace in the comfort of the drum’s 
rhythm.

“It’s just a habit to have,” Yim said. 
“Some people like jogging. In a similar 
way, I like to drum.” 

Yim said that he was first exposed to 
a traditional Korean form of drumming, 
called Janggu, in 1998 at a Korean cul-
ture night at MIT. The Janggu consists of 
two heads that produce sounds of differ-
ent pitch and timbre. There are a variety 
of styles that people can play the Janggu, 

differing from region to region. 
Although Yim said he initially found 

the drum disturbing and loud, he has 
since come to love it.

When Yim taught at Leland High 
School from 2001 to 2008, he agreed to 
teach drumming to a 
group of his math club 
students. Gradually, 
more and more stu-
dents discovered the 
class, and soon enough 
there were more than 
20 students from the 
South Bay Area com-
ing to learn from him.

While at first Yim played the drums to 
entertain these students, he soon found 
that it also put him at ease.

“Initially I just did it for the people, 
but then when I started drumming, a 
certain calmness started reaching me,” 

Yim said. “It was almost like a medi-
tation; so I got into it and it just really 
settled me down.” 

Yim said that he and his Leland High 
students used to drum at culture nights 
at Lynbrook High School, Belmont High 

School and other local 
elementary schools.

However, ever since 
moving to Saratoga 
High, Yim has cut back 
on teaching Janggu. To-
day, he no longer meets 
with large groups of 
high school students, 
but instead instructs a 

small group of Korean women, who call 
themselves the Sori Noori, twice a month 
at multifunction rooms in County Parks, 
local gyms and Taekwondo studios.

Yim said that while his favorite part 
about drumming when he is alone is its 

meditative value, he also appreciates 
drumming with others, because there is 
“something more.” 

“When I play with other people, [my 
favorite part] is the harmony that we 
achieve,” said Yim. “I feel like we are 
one. It’s almost like when you dance, 
when everybody does it right, you just 
feel right.”

Yim hopes to eventually find a few 
more people who would be interested in 
forming a drumming group. 

He explained that he would like to 
meet them periodically, and maybe put 
on shows at certain festivals. But for 
now, he is going to stick to just teaching 
drumming. 

As one of his favorite hobbies, Yim 
doesn’t look to stop drumming any time 
soon. 

“I plan on continuing [drumming] 
until I die,” Yim said. u

BY SherrilynLing
& NikilRamanathan

  It’s just a habit to 
have. Some people like 

jogging. In a similar 
way, I like to drum.

P.J. Yim

FALCON // SIMI SRIVASTAVA

History teacher Jim Chin and his twin Jack 
Chin pose at their high school graduation.

Courtesy of JIM CHIN

Sophomore 
Sabrina Chen

Junior Wren 
Sutterfield

Teacher
Arnaldo 
Rodriguex

Junior Nikil 
Ramanathan

Teacher 
Kristen 
Thomson

Teacher 
Catherine
Head

Student vs. Teacher 
Responses

What is your 
funniest story?

What is your 
secret passion?

“When Mrs. Cochrum and Mrs. 
Thomson went to Africa, they 
got a malaria vaccine,  which 
made Mrs. Cochrum scream 
and thrash around.”

“I don't tell funny stories;
I just tell the truth.”

“When [Rodriguex] put a 
fake cut off hand in a stu-
dent’s pencil case, and [the 
student] freaked out.”

“When I was in the tenth grade, 
I had a laughing attack when a 
friend dropped his textbook on 
dog excrement — a big one. I 
ended up in the hospital be-
cause I couldn’t stop laughing.”

“Anything involving Wren Sut-
terfield from when [she was] in 
my class two years ago because 
[she is] obviously awesome 
and hilarious.”

“Falling asleep right in front 
of [my philosophy professor] 
because he was so boring.

“Talking with monkeys.”

“Pearl milk tea.”

“Singing various Latino 
songs.”

“It is too secret to reveal.”

“There are about 20,000 
other things [she is] passion-
ate about, but [she] can’t list 
them all because there are 
too many.”

“Not so secret: music, but I 
also love art, beading, cook-
ing, and gardening.  And 
reading and watching mov-
ies.”

“Drowning.”

“Hearing ‘yo sabo’ when 
it is not a joke.”

“Being unhappy with 
[her] life.”

“Death of loved ones. Be-
sides, have you read ‘1984’?  
Not good to tell people your 
worst fear.”

“Heights.”

“Probably cleaning up pig 
guts after dissection.”

What is your 
greatest fear?

FALCON // SIMI SRIVASTAVA

  When we hang out, 
we tend to noticeably 

regress in maturity 
level.
Jim Chin
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Why did you make these simple 
mistakes? How are you going 
to improve next time, my mom 

threateningly asked me while 
going over test scores, her every 
word nipping on my mind. 

Meanwhile, I sat across from 
her, sweating up a storm and 
struggling to think of a medio-
cre excuse to relax the situation 
at hand.

“I’ll ... try my best?” I an-
swered, unconvincingly. 

OK, so I’m probably exagger-
ating about sweating puddles 
on the floor, but you get the 
idea. This kind of “Tiger-interrogation” 
isn’t really a one-time thing for me.

My mom constantly reminds me that 
the effort I’m putting into school and 
extracurricular activities is not my best, 
and that I should always strive to be 
the top in all my classes. Of course, she 
doesn’t really say it that quietly. 

I am supposed to put academics as 
first priority, so I sometimes decline to 
participate in community projects or to 
hang out with friends simply because I 
am “busy.” 

I burn test instructions into my mind 
by writing them over and over as a pun-
ishment for not following them.

I am constantly being compared to 
other successful students.  From a first 
glance, my mom’s way of teaching 
would cause anyone experiencing it the 

first time to immediately hate her.  How-
ever, after living through it for — let’s 
see, 16 years — I  feel that my mom is 

just doing her best to make me 
successful, and I respect her for 
that.

My mom told me that when 
she was growing up in the Fu-
jian Province in China, she lived 
in a household with little money, 
so she had to work hard to se-
cure a better future. As a child, 
my mom had to keep up with 
her studies and was in  charge 
of her household since her par-
ents were at work. 

When she was 15, my mom was al-
ready off attending some of the best 
engineering colleges in China and later, 
Japan. 

By contrast, my household responsi-
bility consists of becoming more respon-
sible, and my most stressful educational 
venture was choosing classes for sopho-
more year. 

Whenever I ask my mom for help 
when studying for a test, she could eas-
ily leave me hanging. Yet she stays up 
with me for however long it takes me to 
grasp a concept.

 I noticed that ever since I began ask-
ing my mom to help me study for up-
coming tests, my grades improved dra-
matically. 

Her reprimanding of my not follow-
ing test instructions has helped me be 

more alert on tests, and to follow the 
instructions to the end. Her harsh pun-
ishments have forced me to work to not 
make the same mistake twice in order to 
avoid incurring the same punishment.

In the end, I think that my mom, with 
her unique style of teaching, has trans-
formed me into a genius of hard work. 
What my mom has instilled is not the tal-
ent of actual genius, but the ability and 
determination to work hard to achieve 
my goals.

To be honest, I question whether or 
not it’s worth it. Why am I putting my-
self through all this stress and pain? No 

one else would be able to handle it.
And that’s what I realized — few oth-

ers would be able to handle the kind of 
stress I’ve been put under.

I don’t mean to sound cocky, but I 
doubt that many students could with-
stand my mom’s particular brand of ti-
ger parenting. 

Truly, if I’ve gained anything, it’s re-
silience. Resilience in the face of failure, 
resilience in the face of insurmountable 
tasks. And I wouldn’t want my mom to 
be any other way; after all, the only way 
to create real diamonds is through pres-
sure, right? u

Truth be told, I will always be a full-blooded tiger child

In 2011, novelist Amy Chua shocked 
the nation in “Battle Hymn of the Tiger 
Mother” with her list of activities her 
two Asian-American daughters were 
forbidden to participate in: sleepovers, 
playdates, choosing their own extra-
curricular activities, playing any in-
strument other than the piano or violin, 
and watching TV.

Although critics criticized Chua 
both for her book and her parenting 
techniques, some SHS students found 
some parallels between Chua’s parent-
ing style and that of their parents at 
home.

“Tiger parents definitely do exist, be-
cause not all the stress of the students is 
from themselves,” sophomore Joowon 
Lee said. “It’s not like [the parents] got 
on a boat from China and immigrated 
to USA to have their kid get less than 
perfect.”

However, in retrospect, after leaving 
the intense high school atmosphere, 
some alumni now believe that tiger par-
enting may not have the “disastrous” 
effects that are sometimes linked to the 
controversial parenting style.

UC Santa Cruz freshman Kristal 
Kung, who graduated from the school 
last year, said both of her par-
ents would be classi-
fied as “tiger 
p a r e n t s ” 
during her 
years in 
middle and 
high school.  

“My par-
ents checked 
Aeries every day 
and asked me what 
happened for assign-
ments and tests that 
were not full points,” 
Kung said. “I had curfews 
so that I could study more 
and raise my grades and keep 
them up.”

Kung said that the strict par-
enting did not end when summer 
started.  In fact, summer was  the 
time when her parents forced her to be-
gin studying the next year’s materials.  

“Before summer started my parents 
would buy the next school year’s text-
books, and I would have to study them 
during the summer,” she said.

Although Kung thought that her life 
during high school was “tough” at the 
time, after entering college, Kung saw 
the advantages of her parents’ strict 
and controlled parenting technique. 

“I think I really 
benefited from [my 
parents],” Kung said. 
“I learned to self-
study and discipline 
myself on my school 
work and that’s defi-
nitely paid off in col-
lege.” 

For her part, 
though, Kung said 
she won’t be as strict 
with her own kids and family in the fu-
ture .

“I will definitely let my future kids 
know my expectations and try to lead 
them towards those, but I will try to be 
more lenient on ‘slip ups’ and give my 
kids more freedom to do other things, 
like hang out with friends and partici-
pate in extracurriculars, than I had,” 
Kung said.

Other alums said the label of “tiger 
parenting” only actually applies to a 

couple parents, contrary to popular 
belief. 

 According to 2011 
alumni David Wang, cur-

rently a sophomore at 
Stanford University, 

his parents defied 
the Asian ste-

reotype when 
it came to 
a c a d e m -
ics and  
e x t r a c u r -
riculars in 

high school. 
     “[We] had very 

similar standards on 
what my goals should be 

academically, so there wasn’t 
really a need for them to push me or 

provide any sort of positive or negative 
reinforcement,” Wang said. “They’d 
only get on my case if it was clear I was 

putting my studies too low on the pri-
ority list.”

Although this approach lacks the 
adult oversight characteristic of Chua’s 
successful “tiger parenting,” Wang has 
began to see many benefits from his 
family’s more lenient parenting tech-
nique.

“Putting a focus on having me take 
ownership in 
my own studies 
has encouraged 
me to main-
tain at least 
halfway-decent 
work habits in 
college,” Wang 
said.

A recent 
study titled 
“Does Tiger 

Parenting Exist?” led by Su Yeong Kim 
of Arizona State University tried to cat-
egorize parenting profiles in Chinese 
families in the United States and ana-
lyzed the different effects on the indi-
vidual child. 

Over the course of eight years, the 
selected families were analyzed for 
eight parenting dimensions such as 
“warmth” and “shaming” and six de-
velopmental outcomes such as GPA  
(Grade Point Average) and extracur-
ricular achievements. 

After sorting the parents into ei-
ther the “supportive,” “easygoing,” 
“harsh,” and “tiger” categories, the 
authors discovered that tiger parenting 
was actually not as common among 
Asian-American families as widely 
perceived. 

Within the 444 families that partici-
pated in the study, only 25 percent of 
parents were classified as tiger parents. 
“Supportive,” the most common par-
enting type, was found in over half of 
the families.

Wang believes that “tiger parenting” 
is more of a mindset that students, not 
the parents, have. 

“I think tiger parents do exist, but 
it’s more a matter of a difference in the 
culture and dynamics between the par-
ents and the children as opposed to an 
absolute attitude the parent displays 
on the child,” Wang said. u

Alumni reflect back on ‘tiger parenting’

After a long day of volunteering, 
sophomore Tia Jones was invited to go 
to the mall with a friend. When Tia asked 
her dad Ron Jones if she could go, he en-
couraged her to. However, after spend-
ing hours at the mall with her friends, 
she received a phone call from her angry 
mother who yelled, “Where are you? I 
did not let you go to the mall!” That was 
the last time Tia visited the mall with her 
friend for the next couple months.

Although asking permission may 
seem like an ordinary task, the issue be-
comes much more complicated in the 
Jones household. Tia, whose mother is 
an immigrant from Thailand and whose 
caucasian father was born and brought 
up in the United States, has learned to 
deal with her parents’ radically different 
approaches to parenting.

Tia said her mom is much stricter in 
deciding whether Tia can go out with 
friends. 

“If I’m invited to a birthday party, 
to my friend’s house or to go out to the 
movies, my mom wouldn’t  let me go out 
with just one friend, I have to go with 
a group [because it is safer],” Tia said. 
“I’m not allowed to go shopping alone 
because my mom is protective.”

In contrast, Tia said her dad is much 
more lenient because he wants her to 
have fun with her friends. 

“When my mom says I can’t go, my 
dad is usually the one that says ‘Oh, let 
her go this time. She’s young and she 
should be able to go out,’” Tia said. 

Tia added that her parents also have 
different academic standards. While she 

said her mom pushes her to get perfect 
grades, her dad just wants her to try her 
hardest.

Her father said that leading a bal-
anced lifestyle and interacting with oth-
ers is equally as important as getting 
good grades.

“I try to stress [to] Tia that academic 
success is not defined by only getting 
straight A’s,” Mr. Jones said. “Your aca-
demics and extracurricular activities will 
get you launched into your adult life, but 
your skills as a human being will shape 
your life from there. I believe that caring 
and responsible people will be happier 
in life and do better.” 

In terms of responding to her short-
comings, Tia said her mom is not afraid 
to yell at her, while her dad takes a more 
passive approach. 

“My mom, when she gets mad, she 
yells a lot, and for long periods of time,” 
Tia said. “My dad’s more quiet about it. 
He kind of lets a lot of things slide.”

Due to their conflicting parenting 
styles, Mr. Jones said that disagreement 
about Tia’s life is common between him 
and his wife.

“My wife is pretty conservative and 
‘No’ is often the initial response when 
Tia asks ‘Can I do . . .’  I try to gently 
ask questions of why not, but even this 
runs the risk of my wife digging in her 
heels,” Mr. Jones said. “I try to give rea-
sons why it is OK, but not press for too 
long. I will come back later and raise the 
subject again . . . rinse . . . repeat.” 

Tia added that most of the time, her 
mom ends up winning these arguments.

“Usually they either compromise, but 
more on my mom’s side, or my mom 

completely wins. My mom’s the boss of 
the house basically,” Tia said. “I think 
my dad understands that she’s just look-
ing out for me.”

However, regardless of who wins in 
the end, Tia said she usually defaults to 
her mom’s decision.

“I have to listen to my mom. It’s hap-
pened before, where my mom says one 
thing and my dad says another thing, 
and I think I can get away with it if I’m 
like ‘Oh, but dad told me I could do it,’” 
Tia said. “But my mom knows. She’s just 
like ‘That doesn’t matter, you have to lis-
ten to me.’”

Although Tia sometimes finds her 
mom’s parenting a little extreme, she 

said she knows it is ultimately for her 
own good. 

“Sometimes I understand where she’s 
coming from, and sometimes I don’t, but 
I’m just a teenager. She’s doing every-
thing for [the] best, she’s not doing it for 
her own personal gain,” Tia said.

Tia said that her mom’s parenting 
might be more effective than her dad’s 
parenting.

“I definitely like my dad’s [parenting 
style] more, but I think the one that will 
help me succeed in the long run would 
probably be my mom’s,” Tia said. “She 
knows that my level of capability is 
higher than I think it is and so she push-
es me more.” u

When two parents are parenting opposites

is tough parenting really the answer?

Are your parents happy with your 
grades?

The Falcon polled 67 students. 

falconpoll

39.32% 
   Yes

60.68% No

24.24% 
Easy-going

42.42% 
Supportive

10.61% 
Tiger*

22.73% 
Harsh

46.88% 
Supportive

10.9% 
Easy-
going

28.13% 
Harsh

14.06%
Tiger*

What is the best word to describe 
your mom?

What is the best word to describe 
your dad?

togatalks

sophomore Jackie An

It has good 
turnouts, but when 
you slip in grades, 
they really clamp 
down and make 
you feel shame.”

sophomore Jennifer McAfee

Tiger parenting 
causes for broken 
relationships 
and broken 
confidences.”

What do you 
think about 
tiger parenting?

junior George Zhou

I think they are 
controlling, but 
that they think 
they are doing 
what is best for 
their kids.”

Sophomore Tia Jones and her famiiy share a meal together at Elephant Bar in Cupertino.

BY DeeptiKannan

Courtesy of TIA JONES

BY GraceMa

DEVIN
ZHAO

Devinately 
Awesome

GRAPHIC BY CAROLYN SUN

Sophomore Devin Zhao and his mom pose for a photo after a long hike in Oahu, Hawaii.

Courtesy of DEVIN ZHAO

GRAPHIC BY SABRINA CHEN

GRAPHIC BY MAYA RAVICHANDRAN AND SABRINA CHEN

alumna Kristal Kung

I learned to 
self-study and 
discipline myself 
on my school 
work and that’s 
definitely paid off.”

Tiger: Strictest parenting style
Harsh: Not as controlling as tiger
Easy-going: Moderate; generally lenient
Supportive: Most laidback style 



22 SPORTS May 10, 2013 saratogafalcon
THE 23SPORTSsaratogafalcon

THE
May 10, 2013

w togatalks

sophomore Neel Bedekar

Warriors. If their 
shooting gets hot, 
no one can stop 
them.”

Who do you think will win 
the NBA playoffs and why?

senior Kabir Chandrasekher

The Heat. They 
were 37-2 in the 
last 39 games.”

sophomore Vincent Huang

With all the stars 
the Heat have, 
it would be 
hard to say that 
they aren’t the 
favorites.”

junior Risha Shah

Stephen Curry 
has been scoring 
essential points so 
they have a good 
chance of winning 
the playoffs.” 

junior Trishika Shetty

Probably the Heat. 
With the talent 
they have, they 
can dominate the 
playoffs.”

junior Kevin Sun   

The Miami Heat 
will win because 
they have improved 
on their 2012 
Championship 
Roster.”
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4

3

San Antonio Spurs (2)

GS Warriors (6)

Memphis Grizzlies (5)

OKC Thunder (1) Memphis Grizzlies (5)

San Antonio Spurs (2)

Miami Heat (1)

Milwaukee Bucks (8)

Brooklyn Nets (4)

Chicago Bulls (5)

Indiana Pacers (3)

Atlanta Haw[ks (6)

New York Knicks (2)

Boston Celtics (7)

New York Knicks (2)

Indiana Pacers (3)

Chicago Bulls (5)

Miami Heat (1)Miami Heat (1)

New York Knicks (2)

Sa
n A

nt
on

io
 Sp

ur
s (

2) Miam
i Heat (1)

Winner: Miami  heat [4-3] MVP:  Lebron james

Heat and Spurs will
vie for NBA title

It’s veterans facing off against up and rising stars. This 
dynamic matchup has a lot of entertainment value, 
which includes high-flying action by the likes of LeB-

ron James and fancy dribble moves by Spurs guard Manu 
Ginobili. We believe these two will fight for the champi-
onship since the Spurs’ experience and playoff mindset 
will allow them to oust teams on their way to the finals. 

The Heat are predicted to cruise through the Eastern 
conference, blowing by star-power teams such as the New 
York Knicks who rely too often on the three-point shot. 

When considering the matchup between the San Anto-
nio Spurs and the Miami Heat in the NBA finals, injuries 
may be the biggest factor. Frankly, the Spurs have more 
issues with injuries. 

This can be seen in power forward Tiago Splitter’s an-
kle sprain, Manu Ginobili’s hamstring history and Tony 
Parker’s previously injured legs. In contrast, the Heat 
have only one issue, which is the physical durability of 
all-star guard Dwyane Wade.  

The Heat also have a balanced mix of youth and veter-
anship, which gives them an edge in both athleticism and 
experience. They have a deep enough roster to support 
forward LeBron James, who is reaching his peak. Their 
multitude of role players who understand their impor-
tance and value to the team gives them tons of versatil-
ity. 

But beating the exceptionally well-coached Spurs team 
is no easy task even if the Heat have everything going for 
them. Gregg Popovich, the head coach for the Spurs, is 
undoubtedly one of the greatest coaches of all time. His 
basketball system allows for point guard Tony Parker and 
power forward Tim Duncan to run off screens and nail 
easy jumpers and lay-ups. 

This series would be jam-packed with intensity and 
grit, but ultimately James will weather the storm. James, 
the king, will attain his second NBA ring and will un-
doubtedly be crowned as the Finals MVP this year. u

We may be a little crazy here, but we’re choos-
ing the Memphis Grizzlies to win over the 
Oklahoma City Thunder in the Western Con-

ference semifinals. The series, we believe, will end at 
six games, with the Grizzlies capturing a safe 4-2 vic-
tory over the ex-western conference champions. 

With the absence of Russell Westbrook due to his 
knee injury, the Thunder have lost a point guard with 
an unbelievable athletic ability and play-making abil-
ity. Westbrook’s ability to score the ball and find open 
men caused many defenses to focus on him. As a re-
sult, many of the role players on the Thunder were 
left open for many shots which resulted in easy points 
against the opposing team. 

Now with that presence unavailable, the sole focus 
of opposing defenses is to contain elite small-forward 
Kevin Durant. The team that we believe will face the 
Thunder in the Western Conference semi-Finals is the 
Grizzlies under head coach Lionel Hollins. 

Hollins, who is an exceptional coach, preaches de-
fense with his perimeter and low-post players. His 
team consistently grinds out games without flashy 
highlights and jaw-dropping plays 

The issue the Thunder would have with the Griz-
zlies is their frontcourt duo: power forward Zach Ran-
dolph and center Marc Gasol. Arguably the best front 
court in the game, the two rebound with ferocity and 
persistently draw foul calls. 

In addition, their ability to pass and shoot the ball 
allows for smaller perimeter men such as guards Mike 
Conley and Tony Allen to make strong cuts to the bas-
ket for easy buckets. 

With the absence of Westbrook, and the strong post 
play from Marc Gasol and Zach Randolph, the Griz-
zlies have a good chance of winning the series. 

By trading Rudy Gay this January, the Grizzlies also 
recently gained more depth. The Thunder, on the oth-
er hand, are starting their second string point guard, 
weakening their bench further. 

The Grizzlies don’t have a star, a go-to player, one 
that can close the game when the game comes down to 
the wire. That’s the only knock against this great team, 
but their balance between all five positions compen-
sates for this lack in star-power. 

The Grizzlies can close out the Thunder this year 
due to the absence of a matchup nightmare in West-
brook. Call us crazy, but we’re calling it: the Grizzlies 
are cruising to the Western Conference Finals. u

OKC Thunder face 
Memphis Grizzlies

Golden State takes 
on San Antonio

The Spurs are all 
veterans of the 
game and have 
the best basketball 
IQ.”                   

senior Ishaan Kolluri

The underdog story continues with the Golden 
State Warriors. They’ve clearly proved them-
selves as an up and coming team. Even without 

David Lee, the Warriors, led by guard Stephen Curry, 
closed out the favored Denver Nuggets in just six 
games. 

The Warriors’ three-point shooting game is a night-
mare for any team in the NBA. With Warriors’ elite 
point guard, Stephen Curry, who can get hot behind 
the arc within minutes, teams shouldn’t turn their 
backs against this young team.  

But the Warriors are facing the San Antonio Spurs, 
home to one of the most experienced trio in the game: 
power forward Tim Duncan, and guards Tony Parker 
and Manu Ginobili. We give the Spurs the edge in 
this series due to their experience and poise in the 
playoffs. They’ve been champions before and they 
understand the rigor that comes with each series. In 
addition, they’re a consistent team who can rely on 
multiple threats such as the low post game with Dun-
can, the mid range shooting by Parker or the three 
point game with guards Gary Neal, Danny Green and 
Matt Bonner. 

The Spurs also have a remarkable coach in Gregg 
Popovich, who we believe is the greatest mind in the 
game today. 

Let’s be honest: The Warriors are fun to watch and 
have one of the greatest fan bases, but they do not 
have enough playoff experience to win it all. The War-
riors are a team to watch out for in coming years, but 
their time to step into the bright lights hasn’t come 
yet. With the veteranship and efficiency of the Spurs, 
we see the Spurs taking the series in six games. u

falconfigures
Number of 
championships won by 
Spurs’ power forward 
Tim Duncan 4
Number of times the 
Golden State made the 
playoffs since 19942
Number of consecutive 
losses Warriors have had 
at San Antonio going into 
series29

Source: NBA.com

BY MinuPalaniappan

BY MinuPalaniappan BY MinuPalaniappan

San Antonio [4-2]

Memphis [4-3] Miami [4-1]

New York [4-2]

junior Raj Thakker  

The Heat because 
there is no competi-
tion in the East and 
almost every team 
in the West has been 
hurt by some injury 
to a key player.”

WEST EAST

Predictions by MINU PALANIAPPAN and NIKIL RAMANATHAN

2013 NBA PLAYOFF PREDICTIONS 
Courtesy of MCT Campus
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TRACK

GiRls’ lACRosse

Team improves greatly, 
qualifies for SCVALs

The track team has had im-
provement this year and did well 
in league finals on April 30 and 
May 2. 

The Falcons will hold 38 spots 
in the SCVAL tournament that will 
take place May 10. Phenomenal 
long distance sensation sopho-
more Steven 
Sum took sec-
ond place in 
the mile event 
at league finals 
behind Milpi-
tas’ Yohannes 
Estifanos. 

Junior 200m 
runner Eric 
Ringsrud also 
did well at 
league finals, taking fourth place 
in his event and advancing to 
SCVAL’s. 

“There will be lots of compe-
tition for everyone,” said Ring-
srud. “Because there are so many 
schools there competing, it’s going 
to be tough to advance to the next 
week.”

A big factor in the success of the 
team this year has been the addi-
tion of new athletes. One key addi-
tion is junior Travis Stokes.

This year, Stokes decided to join 
track, in hopes of preparing for his 
senior football season in the fall. 
Stokes is another athlete who did 
well in leagues, and is seeded fifth 

in the 100m for the SCVAL tourna-
ment. 

Coach Archie Ljepava men-
tioned that he ran an 11.25 in the 
100m, which is the school’s fastest 
time in this event since SHS alum-
ni and former Cal football player 
Alex Laggeman’s time.

“I mainly joined track just to 
get in shape for football, and I also 

had some 
friends do-
ing track so 
I thought it 
would be a 
good idea,” 
said Stokes. 

He runs 
the 400m 
dash, the 
200m dash, 
and the 

100m dash. His favorite event of 
the three is the 100 meter. 

Stokes did well in the team’s 
meet at Los Altos High School; 
even though he did not place in 
the 200m, he took first place in the 
100m. 

Veteran track member junior 
Austin Du said that Stokes brings 
something to the team that they 
have been missing in previous 
years. 

“While Saratoga can rarely 
compete in the 100m, Travis gives 
the team the ability to compete 
and even win the event in the 
highly talented De Anza division,” 
Du said. u

Team trains hard, hopes 
for success at SCVALs

The girls’ lacrosse team has made the 
league tournament for the first time in 
school history.  The team’s recent victo-
ry on April 30, against Gunn by a score 
of 15-11 has placed the team fourth  in 
leagues. 

With their consecutive wins against 
Los Gatos on April 11, Sequoia 11-8 on 
April 28 and an automatic win against 
Leland due to a forfeit on April 25, the 
team was qualified for the Santa Clara 
Valley Athletic League (SCVALs) play-
offs.

“The team is really pumped for 
leagues as its the first time in history 
we have ever made it. Only the top four 
teams go on to playoffs to play against 
each other,” center player junior Jennie 
Werner said. 

The girls’ lacrosse team will be play-
ing against Palo Alto on Wednesday, 
May 8 deciding who will continue to 
play in leagues. 

The team has been working on new 
strategies and tactics to play in leagues, 
learning from their previous games. 

“In order to prepare ourselves, every 
player worked on all skills of lacrosse, 
not just specific skills pertaining to their 
own field,” senior attack player Nessa 
Kim said.

The lacrosse team has also installed 
new offenses that were introduced to 
help organize attack strategies.

“The game against Gunn was crucial 
for testing our new offenses,” Werner 
said. “We probably had more assists in 
that one game than we’ve had all sea-
son.”

Although there may have been some 
initial doubt about making to the play-
offs in the beginning of the season, the 
players improved greatly. 

The team will be making history for 
Saratoga with their first playoff game.  

“It’s an incredible feeling knowing 
that all our hard work this season has 
finally paid off,” Werner said.u

BY CarolSuh

Boys’ Tennis

Players prove successful 
despite major setbacks

The team played its first round of 
CCS match on Friday, May 3, and won 
11-7. Due to printing deadlines, The Fal-
con was not able to print the results of 
their second round match on Monday 
against Monta Vista. 

The team’s record this season, not in-
cluding CCS, was 12-4, including their 
tournament in Fresno. “The team has 
done very well despite the many set-
backs we’ve faced through the season,” 
assistant coach Jonathan Chui said. 
“Every match we’ve played has been a 
different challenge each and every time 
and we’ve overcome those challenges.”

One of those challenges was player 
injuries. Team captain senior Deepak 
Ravikumar said that from the beginning 
of the season, the team had to change 
their lineup multiple times to fill the in-
jured players’ spots. 

“Injuries played a large part early in 
the season, with our No.2 singles player 

Zach Hewlin out until recently,” Raviku-
mar said. “We had other various minor 
injuries that kept guys out for maybe a 
game or two, but when one guy went 
down, another took the challenge.”

Another difficulty the team faced 
was adapting to many members of last 
year’s team who graduated. 

“I went into this season not expecting 
too much, but I am really proud of how 
our team did,” Ravikumar said. “Over-
all this season [was] great, and I’m re-
ally happy with how the team gelled as 
people on top of the performance.”

Playing in the De Anza Division, 
the team competed with many schools. 
However, their biggest rival this season 
was Monta Vista.

“Monta Vista has always been a rival 
school [in tennis] and while they are our 
most sought after team to beat, we kept 
the mentality that if we continued doing 
what we were doing and kept pushing 
forward, we could beat anyone.” Chui 
said. u

BY SimiSrivastava

BAdminTon

Players switch positions to adapt to key loss
With the loss of former star player Jef-

frey Kuo, who mostly played boys sin-
gles and doubles, the badminton team 
has had to adjust the team strategies to 
fill the hole left by Kuo. 

“Jeffrey guaranteed a win at what-
ever varsity 1 position he played, so that 
was a nice advantage,” junior Matthew 
Lee, who plays No. 2 varsity doubles 

and mixed, said. “It was also nice to brag 
about having the No. 1 singles player in 
the nation for his age category on the 
same team.”

Various players stepped up to fill 
Kuo’s shoes throughout the season. 

Senior Derek Chao took over the No. 
1 varsity singles position and has not lost 
a singles game the entire season. Junior 
Bryan Chow, who had won CCS singles 
last year, switched from his traditional 

singles to mixed doubles with senior 
Lauren Chu.

However, shifts in the team roster 
have affected some events more nega-
tively than others. 

“Girls singles became weaker overall 
because our No. 1 varsity girls singles 
player moved to mixed,” Lee said. “Also, 
the other two varsity girls singles play-
ers, Jennifer Yang and Christine Tseng, 
graduated last year.”

The addition of a new assistant coach, 
Chris Do, has helped with the baseline 
training of the junior varsity team. 

“He is stricter than [the previous as-
sistant coaches] were and because he’s 
strict the team has improved as a whole,” 
sophomore Audrey Sun said.

The team’s record is currently 9-3, and 
looks to return from SCVALS, which is 
on May 16 to 18, with several team mem-
bers placing in the top four. u

BY AllisonChang

BY StanleyYip

There will be lots of competi-
tion for everyone. Because 
there are so many schools 

there, it’s [going to] be tough 
to advance to the next week.

Junior Eric Ringsrud
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With the girls’ swim season coming 
to a close, the Falcons are now preparing 
for CCS, which will be held at the Inter-
national Swim Center in Santa Clara on 
May 11. 

Before a big meet, such as CCS or 
League Championships, swim-
mers prepare by tapering, a 
term used to describe practice 
sets with high intensity and low 
yardage. They are also eating 
balanced and healthy diets.

“I have kind of a two day 
purge, where I don’t eat any 
junk food,” said senior Suzan-
nah Osekowsky, who swims the 
100-yard backstroke. “Fruits, 
vegetables, and lots of carbs.”

Osekowsky has faith in the girls who 
will be attending CCS.

“We have some amazing swimmers 
who I think will do very well [in CCS],” 
Osekowsky said.

On April 25, the Falcons faced Mon-
ta Vista and Los Altos in their only tri-
meet of the season. Because of the lack 
of swimmers, the Falcons fell 123-52 to 
Monta Vista and 130-52 to Los Altos.

However, many swimmers made CCS 
cuts for individual events and relays. 

Senior Stephanie Chen, juniors Nikki 

de Roos and Janey Heyman and sopho-
more Shelby Sellers qualified for CCS in 
the 200-yard medley relay, an event that 
involves all four strokes in addition to 
getting a best time in the event. 

Chen also achieved CCS times in the 
200-yard freestyle and 500-yard freestyle 
events. Sophomore Yayla Sezginer quali-
fied for the 500-yard freestyle as well as 

the 100-yard backstroke. 
A second relay, including 

Chen, de Roos, Heyman and 
sophomore Amanda Moriarty, 
made CCS cuts in the 200-yard 
freestyle relay. 

“I’m really satisfied with this 
season,” said Chen. “Everybody 
has improved so much.”

 The April 25 meet was the 
senior meet, the last meet before 

Leagues for Chen, as well as the rest of 
the seniors. 

The seniors were awarded candy 
necklaces and posters. On Friday, April 
26, they dressed up with hula skirts and 
leis, celebrating a Hawaiian-themed 
day.

“It was nostalgic. It’s been four years 
of lots of swim practices and not getting 
[absences after missing practices], but I 
wouldn’t have stuck with it if I didn’t 
enjoy it,” Osekowsky said. “It was really 
nice to meet new people and I hope that 
they have as much fun as I did.”  u

Golf qualifies for CCS after 12-0 season
After an undefeated 12-0 season as 

the El Camino division champions, the 
golf team finished second at the Santa 
Clara Valley Athletic League finals on 
April 29, qualifying them for CCS to take 
place on May 8.

The Falcons had a score of 400 with 
five players for 18 holes at the Coyote 
Creek Golf Course, coming in close sec-
ond after Palo Alto, whose team was also 
12-0 in their division. 

“We are the league champs in the 
El Camino division, so when it comes 
to putting our name on the wall in the 
gymnasium we can say we won our 
division,” Coach David Gragnola said. 
“But [league finals are] kind of the tie-
breaker that the league uses to figure out 
who goes to CCS.” 

Top scorers at the game included se-
nior Robert Parden with an impressive 
score of 70, putting him in first place in 
the league after round one of finals. Ad-
ditionally, junior Christian Gal-
vin had a score of 73, placing him 
in third after round one. Sopho-
more Robert Gragnola had a 
score of 83, making him the third 
best scorer from the team.

“They definitely had a really 
good night, and they were the 
biggest reasons why we made 
it,” David said. “Altogether, we 
did exactly what we were hoping 
to do, which was to qualify for CCS.”

Round two of league finals on May 1 
determined the best of the 32 golfers in 
the league. Parden shot 69, making his 
total for both rounds of 36 holes, 139. As 
a result, Parden won the league by 10 

shots. Galvin scored a 76 round two, ty-
ing for second place.

In order to prepare for league finals, 
which David described as “their big 

round of their high school ca-
reer,” the team put in countless 
hours of practice. 

“We played the course we 
were going to play [the day be-
fore leagues]. The players made 
some notes so that they can do 
the best they can,” David said. 
“Other than that, we do have 
some practice competitions dur-
ing practice to get the guys com-

peting when there’s pressure so they are 
used to pressure.”

After the team’s successful perfor-
mance at league finals, they look for-
ward to competing at CCS at the Rancho 
Pinato golf course. 

“Not only do they get to play as a 
team; they also get to play individually. 
So even if we don’t advance for the state 
finals, there may be individuals from our 
team that will advance to the next level,” 
David said. “All six players are going to 
be playing, so we’ll have a fun day.”

In preparation, David said the team 
plans on conducting more practice tour-
naments to make sure they are ready for 
the big day.

Compared to last year, David said the 
team’s scores have been improving, and 
he hopes for the best at CCS.

“I think this year everybody that 
played on the team’s average scores were 
a little lower than last year, so our team 
is better,” he said. “With [Parden] as a se-
nior, this will be one of our best opportu-
nities to show CCS we have some good 
quality golf from Saratoga.” u

BY DeeptiKannan

Boys’ golf

Players overcome injuries, but fall short of CCS

Galvin

Boys’ VolleyBall

Although the boys’ volleyball team 
suffered many injuries this season, the 
Falcons proved to be strong contenders 
in the El Camino League with a record 
of 7-5. 

The team earned its seventh win of the 
season on senior night against Cupertino 
on April 26. The Falcons came out with a 
great win in three games  against Cuper-
tino, despite suffering a tough loss, 3-2, 
the last time they played Cupertino. 

Although the Falcons had a winning 
season, they did not make it to CCS.

Senior setter Elijah Yi suffered a con-
cussion earlier that week in an away 
game against Wilcox on April 24 when 
he crashed into sophomore outside hit-
ter Stephen Peng. Yi was not the only 
one who suffered an injury this season. 

BY CatherineTang

BaseBall girls’ swimming

Falcons bounce back 
in time for Leagues

Senior sees value of team 
after four dedicated years 

Osekowsky

BY MeganaIyer
& MayaRavichandran

Peng and  senior co-captain Teddy Sun 
both suffered sprained ankles  earlier 
this year.

Yi, the team’s starting setter, was out 
for the rest of the match. But the team 
managed to pull through with an excit-
ing 3-2 win over Wilcox. 

Freshman setter Chester Leung 
stepped up to the challenge in the games 
against Cupertino and Wilcox while Yi 
was out. 

“I was nervous because I usually 
only set back row for our opposite when 
Elijah is front row, but the passing was 
great, which helped a lot,” Leung said. 

Losing the game to Eastside Prep on 
April 10, the team felt more pressure to 
redeem themselves on April 26, for se-
nior night. 

“We felt extremely motivated because 
all our friends were there to support us 

and cheer us on,” said Sun.   
     Sun was excited for their last games 
against Los Altos on May 1, which the 
Falcons lost 3-1, and Sacred Heart Prep 

on May 3. 
“I hope our senior night momentum 

carries into our last two games so we fin-
ish the season strong,” Sun said. u

The Falcons regroup to discuss strategies during a break on April 5 against Santa Clara.

The Falcon baseball team ended the 
season on a good note, winning the last 
seven games and coming back from a 
3-0 deficit to beat Silver Creek 8-3 for 
Saratoga’s senior day on April 27. 

Earlier in the week, the Falcons 
dominated against Mountain View 
in their last league series of the sea-
son.  On April 26, the Falcons beat the 
Mountain View Spartans 4-1 behind 
the clutch pitching tandem of senior 
captains Kyle Dozier 
and Stevie Berman.

“Whenever those 
two pitch, we will al-
ways have an oppor-
tunity to win a game,” 
junior infielder Jason 
Aoki said.

Earlier in the week, 
the Falcons beat the Spartans at home 
6-0 in a dominant showing of offense 
and pitching.

“Our offense has been really clutch, 
which relieves a lot of stress from the 
pitching,” sophomore pitcher Joey Me-
deiros said.

After sweeping Los Altos 6-0 on 
April 19 and 17-9 on April 17, the Fal-
cons climbed to an 8-4 record in league, 
good enough for fourth place. 

Prior to the Los Altos series, the Fal-

cons split games with first place Wil-
cox, winning 4-1 on March 12 and los-
ing 6-1 on March 10. On March 9, the 
Falcons defeated Terra Nova 4-0 in a 
non-league game.

The week before, the Falcons par-
ticipated in the Valley Christian Crown 
classic, going 2-2 over the week. The 
Falcons capped off the tournament by 
beating Los Gatos 3-2 in a nailbiting 
game.

“Whenever our team can limit an-
other team to under five runs, we will 

have a lot of success 
as a team,” Berman 
said.

Along with a 
strong pitching staff, 
the Falcons boast an 
offense that is strong 
from top to bottom. 
They scored 41 runs 

in three games the week of April 15.
“We are heating up at the right time 

and it feels really good for the team to 
be able finally come together, offen-
sively and defensively,” Berman said. 

If the Falcons win the next four 
games, they will be crowned De Anza 
League Champions, something they 
have never been before.

CCS playoffs start on May 16 and 
the Falcon will most likely host the first 
game. u

BY DerekSun

It feels really good 
for the team to be 

able to finally come 
together.

Senior Stevie Berman

TALISMAN // ABIGAIL LIN
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It’s a heated basketball game between 
Saratoga High and Redwood Middle 
school. Momentum has shifted, and all 
of a sudden Redwood, with a few quick 
buckets, seems to be catching up. His-
tory teacher Jerry Sheehy dribbles the 
ball upcourt, trotting confidently. Shee-
hy slows down, hesitates, and pulls up 
a good foot from the three point line. 
Cash, money — gold. Three points for 
Saratoga. 

Any run by Redwood has been quick-
ly reversed. 

Sheehy, who has been playing basket-
ball since grade school, is an avid player. 
At the SHS-Redwood charity game on 
Feb. 27, many students were surprised 
to find out that their history teacher was 
actually athletic. 

“He was really aggressive, which I 
don’t see much when he’s teaching. He 
was really into the game,” said sopho-
more Sabrina Chen.

Sheehy played recreational basket-
ball as a power forward in local leagues 
throughout grade school. He has been 
cultivating his skills since. 

As a young child, Sheehy enjoyed 
watching NBA games and following 
popular players. He was raised by a 
“diehard Warriors fan.”

Sheehy also watched Larry Bird, 
Earvin “Magic” Johnson and Michael 

Jordan growing up. His favorite player 
during his childhood was Purvis Short, 
also known as “Never Nervous Purvis,” 
who played for the Golden State War-
riors.

Currently, Sheehy’s favorite play-
ers are Warriors star point guard Steph 
Curry and L.A. Lakers point guard Steve 
Nash, even though he is on the Warriors’ 
rival team. 

 “I was fortunate enough to go to col-
lege with Steve Nash—he was a year 
ahead of me so I knew him a little bit,” 
,Sheehy said. “I have a friend who is 
good friends with him, and obviously as 
an alum of Santa Clara, I’m proud of the 
success he’s had.”

Although he did not play in college, 
Sheehy did play on intramural teams as 
well as in men’s leagues. He now plays 
two to three times a week in a men’s 
league called Campbell Men’s Rec along 
with teachers Mike Davey and Michael 
Slone.

“He’s really talented and a really 
good passer. He understands the flow of 
the game and where to be on the court,” 
Davey said. 

Sheehy added that basketball is a 
great way to stay fit and a good alterna-
tive to working out at a gym. 

“I think its the best workout you can 
get and I enjoy it much more than sim-
ply going to the gym or running or exer-
cising,” Sheehy said.

In addition, he explained that when 

he was younger, he enjoyed basketball 
because of the team aspect.

“[Being on a team] is one of the fun 
things about basketball,” he said. “[I 
also enjoy] working with people closely, 
and the need for teamwork and coopera-
tion.”

In addition, Sheehy loves the element 
of competition that comes with being on 
a basketball team. This year, his favorite 
moment playing on a team was the Red-
wood-SHS basketball game.

“It was fun to play with the other 
teachers, and it was fun to have so many 

people show up,” Sheehy said. “I am still 
so surprised seeing many people come 
up to watch us old guys play.”

Sheehy hopes to play basketball for 
years to come, as it will always be a hob-
by for him.

“I try to play as much as I can. It just 
depends on my obligations as a dad, as a 
teacher and as a husband,” Sheehy said.

In the future, he would love to share 
his passion with his sons, ages 2 and 4.

“I just want to play as long as I can so 
that one day maybe I can play with my 
boys,” Sheehy said. u

History teacher shares his love for hoops
BY MeganaIyer
& MayaRavichandran

TALISMAN // JAYA NARSHIMAN

History teacher Jerry Sheehy plays in the Redwood vs. Saratoga staff game on Feb. 27

BasketBall

At the League meet held on May 1-2, 
diver Lukas Andreasen, eight individ-
ual event qualifiers and five relay-only 
swimmers made the cut for CCS, and the 
team placed fifth out of seven schools. 

Cameron Borch qualified for 200- and 
500-meter freestyle, Nikhil Chakravar-
thy for 100-meter backstroke, Michael 
Lee for 200-meter individual medley 
(IM) and 100-meter breaststroke, Brad-
ley Newton for 200-meter and 500-meter 
freestyle, Sasha Samoilov for 200-meter 
IM and 50-meter freestyle, Randy Tsai 
for 200-meter IM and 100-meter back-

stroke, Patrick Xiao for 200-meter free-
style, and Harrison Yang for 100 meter 
breaststroke.

In action before the League 
meet, the Falcons made a come-
back with a 128-55 win against 
Homestead on March 28 and 
a 103-77 win against Los Altos 
High School on April 25 after 
previously losing to Monta Vis-
ta High School 121-55 on April 
25 and Los Gatos High School 
on April 11.

Junior Michael Zheng, who swims 
backstroke and butterfly, attributes 
all the wins to members who are well-

known in clubs.
“It’s just that we, like some schools, 

have all the fast club swimmers, 
such as [freshman] Bradley New-
ton and [sophomore] Randy Tsai, 
in an area,” Zheng said. 

 Ultimately, the team is aiming 
to have as many members qualify 
for CCS as possible.

According to Lee, more swim-
mers at CCS can prove to be effec-
tive in providing moral support.

“CCS is a competition between 
all the schools for points. You need 
people to qualify in the top 16 of their 
events to score points, though,” Lee said. 

“However, it’s generally better overall to 
have more swimmers at CCS, if only for 
moral support.”

Chakravarthy, who made CCS on 
backstroke, said that he felt elated by his 
performance.

“When I found out that I made CCS, 
feeling good was an understatement,” 
Chakravarthy said. “My heart was beat-
ing, I couldn’t stop smiling … I felt so 
happy. I just hope that I could achieve 
the same results at CCS.”

CCS trials will be held on May 10 at 
the Santa Clara Swim Center, and CCS 
finals will be held at the same place on 
May 11. u 

Swimmers, diver hope to make splash at CCS
BY DevinZhao

 
The boys’ lacrosse team had a bit-

tersweet ending at their senior game on 
April 27 against the Leland Chargers, 
winning 13-1. 

The senior boys were especially driv-
en to end their last home game of their 
high school career with a victory even 
though the team did not qualify for 
CCS. The other boys were motivated to 
win the game for their seniors. 

Although the team had some tough 
losses throughout the season, they 
have no regrets about how they played. 
Many of the losses were close games, 
including their March 21 game against 
Gunn 12-11 and March 19 game against 
Sequoia 5-4. 

On April 20, the Falcons lost 13-7 
against the Sequoia Cherokees. With 
only one week left in their season, the 
team wanted to show that their statis-
tics did not reflect the effort and hard 
work they have put into the season.

Senior defender Tyler Tanaka said 

the team has struggled with having too 
few players. This, he said, held the team 
back because it was hard for them to 
play with enough energy.

 Capek believed that as a result of 
games, the team learned to play calmly 
and well under pressure. This paid off 
in the Falcons’ only win against the Le-
land Chargers 11-10 on April 3.

The Falcons were down by two goals 
in the last four minutes. According to 
junior attack Clark Rothenberg, Capek 
was having a great game.  
   “Eventually, we were able pull into 
overtime,” Rothenberg said. “After 
we got the momentum, we just never 
looked back because everyone was re-
ally pumped up.” 

In the end, Capek scored got the 
game-winning goal.

“I definitely believe the entire team 
got closer and learned a lot from this 
season,” Tanaka said. “It’s sad that I 
won’t ever get to play with everyone as 
a team again, but I’m glad we all got to 
share a last, big win at home.” u

BY IngridHong

  I am really proud of 
the team for doing so 

well and making it 
this far.

Junior Mandy Lee

On May 3, the school’s softball team 
won 14-1 against the Cupertino pio-
neers, marking its 10th win of their suc-
cessful season.

At the beginning of the season, the 
team said that its objective for this year 
was to advance from 
the El Camino league 
to the De Anza league, 
and with the players’ 
hard work and effort, 
along with each ad-
ditional win they get 
closer to achieving 
their goal.

Having won both the home and away 
matches against every school besides 
Cupertino, the varsity players have been 
preparing for CCS on May 11, which 
marks the end of softball’s regular sea-
son.

Junior shortstop Mandy Lee feels 
great that she and the team are finally 
in CCS and is very thankful for the op-

portunity. 
“I feel truly blessed to even be going 

to CCS,” said Lee. “I’m really proud of 
the team for doing so well and making 
it this far.”

Lee also thinks that the team has po-
tential to do well in CCS if they are able 
to keep up their stellar game play, which 

they have been doing 
for the entire season.

“Going into CCS I 
just want to keep hav-
ing fun,” said Lee. 
“If we score runs and 
play solid defense we 
should do pretty well 

in CCS.”
Head coach Joseph Medeiros is thank-

ful that he has a group of players who 
function together well as a team, which 
he finds key to their success.

“I am fortunate to have such a tal-
ented group of players together on the 
same team, “ Medeiros said. “They are a 
very comprehensive group, which helps 
in our progress as a team.” u

BY TrungVandinh

Softball team prepares for its 
appearance in CCS playoffs

softBall

Boys’ swimming

Team ends season with two 
tough wins against Leland

Boys’ lacrosse

Zheng
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SAT English

Nat Crawford is Executive Vice President of 
Improve Your English. He received his BA in English 
Literature from The University of Chicago and his MA 
at Stanford University. He has helped students develop 
better writing skills; improve scores on standardized 
tests; and earn admission to Harvard, Wesleyan, 
Caltech, and MIT, among other schools.

SAT English will be co-taught by Teresa Kim, an 
English graduate of Stanford Uni-
versity and supervising tutor at 
Improve Your English.

Next year, this could be you:
Samuel L. 800 Reading, 800 Writing 

(March 2013)
Richard L. 800 Reading, 800 Writing 

(November 2012)
Akshay M. 800 Reading, 800 Writing 

(October 2012)

1 SAT English
Instruction for improving Critical Reading, 
Writing, and Essay scores. Includes 
diagnostic tests on first and final class.
1 - 4 pm, M to F

2 Advanced Critical Reading
Guided reading of essays, fiction, and articles 
for SAT reading skills.
4 - 5 pm, MWF

3 Testing Practice
Supervised tests for Critical Reading, 
Writing, and Essay.
9 am - 12 pm, TTh

Session 1
June 10 to July 3   (3.5 weeks)

Session 2
July 15 to August 9   (4 weeks)

See our website 
for details. >>

Build your own schedule!
Choose your session and its components:

This was my third SAT prep class. My previous classes mostly worked on taking 
practice exams. [SAT English] taught me actual skills. And getting detailed feed-
back on essays was very helpful.      - Kevin S., class of ’13

VISIT www.improveyourenglish.com  EMAIL classes@improveyourenglish.com  CALL 408.358.5454

Be Prepared
For Tests, For College, For life

Call us for Homework Support,
Alg, Geom, Calc, SAT/ACT Prep

Mention This Ad and
Get 2 FREE Hours With Enrolment!

408-257-2740
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On April 13, South Korean K-pop art-
ist PSY posted the music video for his 
new single “Gentleman” to YouTube. In 
just two weeks later, the video had gar-
nered 250 million views.

Among the admirers of PSY is junior 
Patrick Wang.

“My friends sometimes get mad at me 
because I will randomly break out into 
a PSY song while we are all in a Skype 
call,” Wang said.

According to Wang, PSY’s main ap-
peal comes from his catchy electronic 
beats, as well as the often humorous 
dance moves that accompany them.

“The fact that I’m singing lyrics that I 
don’t even understand should be a testa-
ment to how catchy the song is,” Wang 
said.

PSY broke into the international mu-
sic scene when the music video for his 
hit-song “Gangnam Style” went viral 
last year. 

The video would later become the 
first video on YouTube to reach 1 billion 
views.

When asked whether he thougt “Gen-
tleman” would achieve the same popu-
larity that “Gangnam Style” reached, 
Wang took a moment to contemplate, 
clearly torn over the question. 

“I don’t think it will,” Wang replied. 
“‘Gangnam Style’ was just a 

perfect combina-
tion of a catchy 
tune, and a hi-
larious dance 
move which  
ultimately lead 
to its success.” u

op l a ro ids

FALCON // SIMI SRIVASTAVA

FALCON // WREN SUTTERFIELD

Role swap: my parents have more ‘swag’ than I do

Sophomores Jillian Bellamy and Megan 
Marshall participate in the Benefit Fash-
ion Show on April 6.

Alvin Huang (11) and Derek Chao (12) play 
in a home game against Los Altos on April 
30. The Saratoga team was victorious. Juhi Patel (12) sits with her water balloon 

catapault on May 1, during a phsyics 
demonstration while SHS TV films her.

“PRETTY PRETTY PLEEE-
AAAAAAASEE, if you ever 
ever feeeeel, like you’re nuh-

hhthing, you are perfect to meeee,” my 
middle-aged dad all but belts out as he 
rushes into my room. “Sabrina! 
You have got to hear this.”

Annoyed and a bit frazzled, 
I reply, “Dad, can’t you see I’m 
busy, I’m just not in the mood 
right now for...”

I can’t even finish my sen-
tence before he begins again, 
“But don’t you want to hear 
the song?  I found it on my new 
app, Pandora.”

Before I can argue, he shoves 
his iPhone in front of my face and press-
es the blue “P” button.  The singer P!nk’s 
face pops up.  Suddenly, a little red sign 
catches my eye.

“Dad! This song is explicit! It has the 
f-word in the title!” I say as I stare at him 
in astonishment. 

“Well, it has a good melody.  What-
ever, I like it,”  he replies as he leaves my 
room.

It worries me that my dad enjoys lis-
tening to songs like this. Lately, he’s even 
discovered the realm of rap ... which has 
opened him up to a whole new level of 
profanity.

But it isn’t my dad whom I’m most 
worried about. Ever since my mom’s 
co-worker introduced her to the show 
“How I Met Your Mother” a couple 

weeks ago, my mother hasn’t gone two 
days without watching an episode.

It’s not her addiction that concerns 
me so much as the actual content of the 
show. Earlier this week, I happened to 
walk past the TV when she was watch-
ing. The screen showed two men smok-

ing this sort of thick brown 
pipe.

“Mom, why are you watch-
ing this?” I began, “... I think 
these people are smoking pot.”

“Mhm,” my mom said, non-
chalantly shoving another bon 
bon into her mouth. “Shhh ... 
Sabrina, this is the best part.”

I was puzzled about why this 
show was so appealing to my 
mom, so I sat down to watch it 

with her. In the one episode I observed 
the following: four people got drunk, 
dozens of swear words flew about and 
there were abundant sexual references, 
not to mention the initial drug use.

Maybe I’m overreacting, and maybe 
it’s not really my job  to censor what my 
parents watch or listen to. Yet I can’t help 
but wonder why it’s not me who is lis-
tening to the explicit music and watch-
ing the PG-14 TV shows, or why it’s not 
my parents doing the reprimanding. 

In the Chen household, the parent 
and child roles are somewhat swapped.  
It’s my parents who are always discov-
ering the top-of-the-chart songs, popu-
lar TV shows, trending apps and newest 
movies.

 As for myself, I like to utilize my time 

Nikil Ramanathan, Jonathan Young and Nelson Wang

WAYs to mAKE It thRouGh AP tEstING

Find a really bad habit. Peo-
ple won’t care that your nails 
are all over their desk.

Drink some Red Bull. hey, if 
you grow wings you can just 
fly out of the building.

Find a new hobby with a 
bunch of your friends. Long-
boarding anyone?

Just get through it quickly. 
there’s always an FPs Rager 
to look forward to.

Just relax. Remember there’s 
a FAt curve afterwards.

Imagine your post AP cele-
brations. Burn the AP books. 
Burn them!

Go on a date. sadly, this will 
probably be a study date.

Sleep through it. It’s ok if 
you fall into a coma, maybe 
graders will pity you.

Build a time machine. Just 
skip APs and head to a fu-
ture of college apps ...

Bubble in popular acro-
nyms. monta Vista’s stAR 
testing was full of YoLo.

BY sabrinaChen

buzzworthy

FALCON // JADE BISHT

Shauray Agrawal, Ankita Chadha and Sanjna  
Verma participate in Bombay in the Bay on 
April 13.

Courtesy of KRISTEN ZUNG

to study (or to write personal columns 
for newspaper.)

My parents and I have different aca-
demic standards as well.  While I have 
an Aeries app bookmarked to the home 
screen of my iPhone and check my 
grades at least once every day, neither 
one of my parents even knows the pass-
word to my Aeries account. 

Sometimes, my parents even criticize 
me for studying too much and not leav-
ing enough time to relax.

For example, on the day before I took 
my SATs, all I wanted to do was to re-
view my 2000 vocabulary flashcards. 
However, my mom had different plans. 

“There’s no point in studying now, 
it’ll only make you more stressed. Come 
watch the movie I rented,” she said as 

she dragged me off of my desk.
Many parents would find my parents’ 

way of raising me as less than ideal. But 
personally, I’ve found that this “role-
swap” has made me more responsible 
and more independent. 

I’ve found that I have better time 
management skills and study habits 
than many of my friends whose parents 
hammer them about grades. 

This isn’t to say that I sometimes 
wish my parents would act more like 
“normal” parents and maybe check my 
grades every once in awhile or watch the 
news instead of “How I Met Your Moth-
er.” But the truth is, I think I like having 
parents who are more “hip” than I am. 

“Sabrina, you don’t have swag,” my 
dad tells me. u 

Sophomore Sabrina Chen poses with her parents and younger sister on a family vacation.  

toptenK-Pop hit?
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‘Brina it on
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