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On Homecoming week of Oct. 8, ex-
pect to see Captain Jack Sparrow, Indi-
ana Jones, Sherlock Holmes and Kevin 
McCallister all together on campus.

The overall theme this year is Tetral-
ogy-land, which means that each series 
consists of four movies. 

Freshmen have the suburbs for 
“Home Alone,” sophomores have Lon-
don for “Sherlock Holmes,” juniors have 
the jungle for “Indiana Jones” and se-
niors have the West Indies for “Pirates of 
the Caribbean.”

“We wanted to pair [each theme] with 
a location so there was more [of an op-
portunity to decorate],” senior Sanjna 
Verma of the Homecoming commission 
said.

Freshman quad day will be on Oct. 
9 at lunch and will be followed by the 
sophomore, junior and senior quad days 
from Oct. 10-12 respectively. Also on 
Oct. 12 will be the Homecoming football 
game against Homestead. The Home-
coming dance is on Oct. 13.

While last year the school had a book 
drive to go with the theme of children’s 
stories, this year it will be donating to 
the charities supported by each movie’s 
leading actors.

Homecoming is intended as an event 
for students to join together and work 
on quad decorations at students’ houses. 
Students will also practice on their own 
time for quad day dances and skits.

“Each grade level gets closer with 
each other, and it’s  really good way to 
start off the year,” Verma said. u
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HOMECOMING

‘Tetralogy- 
land’ comes 
to school
BY AmyJan
& BrandonJudoprasetijo

BY NicholasChow
& McKennaGalvin

As the school year ends, juniors and 
seniors find themselves confronted with 
the decision over how to spend their 
summer vacations. While some opt for 
internships, travel or just staying at 
home, several upperclassmen continue 
their studies at local community col-
leges.

Popular choices for incoming seniors 
this year included American Govern-
ment and Economics, both semester 
classes required for graduation. Com-
pleting these courses during the sum-

mer gives upperclassmen the opportu-
nity to either take other classes or to take 
advantage of an extra free period.

Senior Cody Cai attended a four-week 
American government class at West Val-
ley College in order to have an extra free 
semester during the school year.

“There were several other students 
from our school in the class,” Cai said. 
“I took the class with a lot of my friends, 
which made it a lot more fun.”

High school students can concur-
rently enroll at local community colleges 
such as De Anza in Cupertino or West 

Searching for more credits
SUMMER TREND

BY CristinaCurcelli

COLLEGE APPLICATIONS

When class of 2012 alumnus Joshua 
Harris came upon the daunting task of 
college applications one year ago, he 
also happened to be balancing an in-
sanely hectic schedule largely resulting 
from his drama commitments. 

When faced with sitting down and 
writing the numerous essays and sup-
plements required for admission to top 
universities, Harris, like many students 
in this competitive day and age, sought 
help from a private college counselor.

Private college counselors generally 
aid students in building their applica-
tions as well as writing their essays and 

school-specific supplements. Harris’s 
experience with private counselor Vir-
ginia Luthman was entirely beneficial, 
and proved to be successful as well.

“[Meeting with a college counselor] 
provided a very necessary distance be-
tween parents and me during writing 
process, because what a parent may 
write or want to say is often not right 
for the student to actually write,” Har-
ris said.

Harris’s schedule was usually hectic 
and he ended up consulting with Luth-
man at odd hours.

“I’m pretty sure I was a bit of a pain

Seniors try to gain edge 
with private counselors

TALISMAN // JASON LI

Junior Elise Mun promotes Indian Cultural Awareness Club, which hosts the performance Bombay in the Bay among other events.
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Shouts of excitement echoed across 
the quad as club officers drew atten-
tion to their respective clubs during 
lunchtime on Sept. 19 for the long-
awaited annual Club Day event.

“People like Club Day because it 
shows all the diversity in our school 
and allows students to meet people 
who have the same interests with 
them,” said ASB Club commissioner 
senior Tiffany Yung. “Clubs give stu-
dents a life outside of academics.”

This year, new club ideas needed 

to surpass stricter standards set by 
the ASB to be approved. Thirteen new 
clubs were passed out of around 20 
proposed ideas.

“We didn’t want to admit clubs 
that were made to impress colleges,” 
she said. “It’s not genuine and the 
club won’t last if the leadership is like 
that.”

According to Yung, because the 
school has a diverse range of clubs, 
there are bound to be clubs whose pur-
poses overlap. As a solution, the ASB 
encouraged clubs to combine.

The newly formed Science Profes-
sions Club, headed by juniors Tommy 

Chiou and Nick Chow, was asked to 
merge with senior Jackie Gu’s Science 
Club, a club that garnered a lot of at-
tention and interest during the event.

Senior Kevin Chen’s new Philoso-
phy Club presented as an official club 
on Club Day. Last year, Chen held 
unofficial discussions on Mondays 
in English teacher Natasha Ritchie’s 
room with about 15 regular members.

“Since we were all close friends, 
most of our opinions were similar,” 
Chen said. “Our discussions were ac-
tually more like agreements.”

BY NikhilGoel, MinuPalaniappan,
& RohanRajeev

It shows all the diversity in our school and allows students to 
meet people who have the same interests as them.”

StudentS turn to community collegeS 
for enrichment and advancement

– senior Tiffany Yung

Club Day spotlights 50+ groups
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Cafeteria raises costs due to grocery prices

    For the 2012-2013 school year, about 150 Trigonometry/
Pre-Calculus Honors students are using photocopied text-
books because of a shortage. 

The school has only 269 bound textbooks, and 96 more 
were needed, but the textbooks are no longer in print, ac-
cording to math department chair and Trigonometry/Pre-
Calculus Honors teacher Debra Troxell. Rather than buy-
ing a set of old books, the department, with permission 
from the publisher, decided to make photocopies. 

Reactions toward the stapled textbooks vary. Some stu-
dents appreciate them while others prefer having a non-
photocopied textbook.

“The [text size] is a lot bigger than the regular text-
books,” sophomore Preethi Ravi said. “I like it because it’s 
easier to see.”

Some students, however, do not see past the draw-
backs.

“I think the [photocopied] textbook is inconvenient be-
cause it’s a lot of extra papers that I have to carry around,” 
sophomore Nathan Fotedar said.

Troxell is confident the department is doing what is 
best for students. “We didn’t do it by choice,” Troxell said. 
“We did it because we’re passionate about this book being 
the best.” 

— Rachel Hull and Carolyn Sun

Classes use photocopied textbooks

    After freshman elections were announced on Sept. 5, 
the freshmen now have leaders who will try to bring the 
class of 2016 together, especially since Homecoming is 
right around the corner. 

The winners of this year’s elections were Akash Thu-
maty as president, Luke Salin as vice president, Nihar 
Agrawal as secretary, Spencer Yen as treasurer, and Anant 
Rajeev and Alisha Thanawla as class representatives.

Thumaty is currently focusing on the upcoming Home-
coming week and wants the freshman class to come out 
with class spirit and a winning mentality.

“I don’t want [the class] to think, ‘We are just freshmen 
so we shouldn’t try because we are always last,’” Thumaty 
said.

Heading into the school year, Salin believes that the 
freshman class wants to show the school that they can 
make an impact and that they have good morals.

“As a class, I think we really want to be to be that awe-
some class that changes things in the school, impresses the 
upperclassmen, does well and is a respectful, good class,” 
Salin said. 

— Jay Mulye

Freshman election results announced 

picturethis

CELEBRATE SARATOGA        Visitors view the kid zone’s Celebrate Saratoga booth. Many organizations 
had stations at this community event, which was held on Sept. 16, in downtown Saratoga.

FALCON // DAVID SPARKMAN

news
briefs

Thirty-six students were 
called to the library by the 
guidance department on Aug. 
29 to receive letters from the 
National Merit Scholarship 
Corporation (NMSC) stating 
that they were chosen as  the 
National Merit Semifinalists 
for scoring in the top percent 
of students on the PSAT.

Of the approximate 1.5 mil-
lion students who took the Oc-
tober 2011 PSAT/NMSQT as 
juniors and met other require-
ments to be in the 2013 compe-
tition for National Merit recog-
nition and scholarships,  about 
16,000 students qualified.

Saratoga High has consis-
tently had a large number of 
students designated as semi-
finalists. Last year a record 38 
seniors qualified for the honor. 

“The achievement of the 
National Merit Semifinalists 
as with the general population 
here is remarkable,” assistant 
principal Brian Safine said. 
“We should be looking at three, 
four [or] five students, but 
having 36 means that we’ve 
exceeded the national average 
by a factor of nine.”

Safine believes that it is im-
portant to note that although  
the designation of National 
Merit Semifinalist comes from 
the performance on one quali-
fying test, beneath the surface 
is a collaborative process built 
on “cooperation and dedica-
tion between students and 
teachers across grade levels.”

Senior Justin Chiang agrees 
that support from the school 
was critical to his success in 
becoming a semifinalist. He 
said his achievement brings 
him one step closer to making 
college more affordable.

“Our school distributes 
practice tests and encourages 
people to take [the PSAT],” 
Chiang said. “I think that’s 
something that’s special about 
Saratoga and it helps every-
body succeed.”

To senior Nandita Sampath, 
the news was unexpected.

“I did not study very much 
for it, so I was surprised that I 
got it,” Sampath said. “It’s . . . 
an honor that you take and be 
happy with.”

Semifinalists were asked to 
submit paperwork and a let-
ter of recommendation from 
the guidance department to be 

considered as one of the 15,000 
students who become finalists.

On Oct. 17, a celebratory 
breakfast will be held for semi-
finalists and their families. 

Finalists will be announced 
in February and will compete 
for scholarships including col-
lege-sponsored scholarships 
and the National Merit’s $2,500 
scholarships. u

Carrying on the tradition, 
36 seniors earn top honors 
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NMSC Semifinalists

Niharika Bedekar, Elyse 
Berlinberg, Shreya Chaganti, 
Justin Chiang, Amanda 
Chow, Edward Dong, Andy 
Fang, McKenna Galvin, 
Kevin Garbe, Jacqueline 
Gu, Catherine Han, Dylan 
Jew, Evaline Ju, Paul Jung, 
Brian M. Kim, Brian Y. 
Kim, Michael Lee, Ye Seon 
Lee, Nole Lin, Maggy 
Liu, Aneesa Mazumdar, 
Priyanka Nookala, Suzannah 
Osekowsky, Nandita 
Sampath, Deborah Soung, 
Bhavana Vadrevu, Joyce 
Wang, Terrance Wang, Patrick 
Xiao, Christine Xue, Rebecca 
Yang, Matthew Yee, Stanley 
Yip, Michael Zhang, Geena 
Zhou and Sophia Zhu.

national merit semifinalists

BY PriyankaNookala

The football photo caption on page 18 of the Sept. 14 issue incorrectly 
stated that the team played Birmingham. The team played Burlingame 
High on Aug. 31.

correction

Homecoming Game vs. HomesteadOct. 12

Homecoming DanceOct. 13

upcomingevents
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— Michelle Leung

>>

As prices for groceries have risen, the cafeteria has in-
creased its prices in an effort to break even. 

“We just aren’t making money,” cafeteria worker Diane 
Ray said. “We’re keeping the prices as low as we can.”

The school does its best to keep the prices low, but the 
sales have been tough. Manager Pam Carlino works with 
the district to determine prices. 

Carlino said this year was the first time in 10 years 
cookie prices have increased to $1.50 from $1.25. It also in-
creased its prices on drinks and snacks. 

Sophomore Christina Crolla has noticed the increase.
 “I’ve noticed the increase in food prices and there are 

some things I don’t buy anymore,” Crolla said. 

— Amy Jan
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Digital databases at forefront of academic research

U.S. NEWS AND WORLD REPORT

LibRARy

BY SophieMattson
& DavidSparkman

The school is widely reputed as a 
high-performing school, and a large 
portion of the student body is extremely 
academically oriented. It’s a place where 
it’s cool to be smart.

However, as of late, the school’s rank-
ing as a public school has been drop-
ping, at least according to U.S. News 
and World Report.

According to the magazine, the school 
was ranked at No. 72 out of over 22,000 
public high schools in 2008. Currently, 
the school places at 157 out of the same 
pool. 

The ranking is based on a variety of 
criteria. First, schools were ranked based 
on how their students fared on statewide 
standardized tests. 

If their students did well on the state 
tests, then representing schools went 
on to be ranked based on their “college 
readiness.”

In other words, they were judged by 
their Advanced Placement and Interna-
tional Baccalaureate test scores.

Even though the school’s U.S. News 
rank is dropping, the school’s API scores 
have increased from 928 in 2008 to 933 
in 2011.

Assistant principal Kerry Mohnike 
said that she does 
not think the school 
should fret over the 
magazine’s rank-
ings.

”I think it’s inter-
esting, but I don’t 
think it’s that impor-
tant if you prepare 
the students well,” 
Mohnike said. “Usually it’s a fluctuation 
between classes.”

Junior Rohan Jhalani agrees that the 
drop is not a cause for concern.

“Rankings are meant to be dropped 
and regained,” Jhalani said.

Many students are unaware about 

where the school stands in comparison 
to other schools in the nation.

Senior Greg Harriman said that the 
school’s ranking in no way configures 
into his perception of it.

“Even if the school’s rank was drop-
ping, I would still go to this school be-
cause rankings don’t define a school; 

there are  other 
things that define 
a school such as 
the people and the 
teachers,” Harriman 
said.

Junior Janey Hey-
man agreed.

“I know it’s not 
a good thing to go 

down in rank,” Heyman said, “but I 
wouldn’t consider the school to be any 
worse from when I was a freshman. 
Saratoga is still a very good school as far 
as I’m concerned.”

 Still, there are still some students 
who feel the ranking has substantial 

weight to it .
“It might mean we’re all starting to 

slack off so we should try harder to do 
well,” said sophomore Michael Lee.

Nonetheless, the administration is not 
worried whatsoever.

“If a magazine or a website was look-
ing at strictly quantifiable measures, our 
test scores have gone up,” said assistant 
principal Brian Safine. “The SAT, the 
ACT, the STAR test have gone up. Our 
API has gone up, our rate of four-year 
college attendance has gone up. So why 
would we drop in our ranking is com-
pletely unclear to me.”

Principal Paul Robinson had his own 
take.

“We just want our students to learn to 
the best of their ability and if it shows 
up that we’re high in ranking, then that’s 
great,” Robinson said. “If it doesn’t show 
up for some reason, then it’s OK. It’s 
something for us to take notice of, but 
I don’t think it’s anything for us to lose 
sleep over.” u

School drops in publication’s rankings
BY SanjNalwa
& ArmanVaziri

togatalks

freshman Uday Singh

It shows that 
other schools are 
improving while 
Saratoga has 
stayed the same.”

sophomore Sumedha Gupta

I think it’s 
not good for 
our school’s 
reputation.”

How do you feel 
about the drop 
in the magazine‘s 
ranking?

sophomore Anshika Maheshwari

It gives us a bad 
impression, and 
we should focus 
on what our 
school is lacking.”

 If a magazine or website 
was looking at strictly 

quantifiable measures, our 
test scores have gone up.

Assistant principal Brian Safine

As technology pushes forward, stu-
dents find themselves spending less 
time searching for information on the 
shelves of libraries and more time on the 
Internet.

To keep up with the digital revolu-
tion, librarian Kevin Heyman has used 
funds from the Parent Teacher Student 
Organization, the SHS Foundation and 
the School Site Council. 

The support from these organizations 
plays a critical role in allowing students 
to have easy access to eight use-
ful digital databases: Advanced 
Placement Source, Literary Ref-
erence Center, Testing and Edu-
cation Reference Center, ABC 
CLIO Social Studies Databases, 
Gale Virtual Reference Library, 
Student Research Center, Sci-
ence Reference Center and 
NoodleTools.

“A big way that research has 
changed from books to digital 
resources is the creation of databases,” 
Heyman said. “Databases are reposi-
tories of information, some of which 
you can’t find for free on the Internet, 
and they organize information in better 
ways.”

In addition to its  eight databases, 
students can use academic directories, 
such as INFOMINE, which is sponsored 
by the University of California, the Cal 
State University system and private col-
leges.

“If you are going to search for certain 
scholarly topics [on the academic direc-
tories], you’ll find things that are on the 
Internet, but since you are searching a 
smaller set of information you have a 
better chance of finding what you really 
need,” Heyman said.

These directories operate like search 

engines, but narrow down the number 
of sources.

“They go online and find good sites 
and good sources and put them into the 
database, while companies like Google 
and Yahoo catalog everything,” Heyman 
said. 

A downside to the databases is that, 
while Google and Yahoo are free, the 
school has to pay for these databases. 
According to Heyman, database sub-
scriptions cost in the neighborhood of 
$8,000 to $9,000 per year.

The cost may seem rather high, but 
Heyman monitors the number of docu-

ments accessed by stu-
dents to determine if 
the school is getting the 
most benefit out of its 
subscriptions.

“In the last few years 
we’ve had between 
85,000 to 95,000 docu-
ments accessed,” Hey-
man said. “When you 
compare the cost with 
the number of docu-

ments and the accessibility to students, 
it really comes down to pennies per 
page,”

According to Heyman, when he be-
gan working here as a librarian five years 
ago, many schools had access to digital 
resources while Saratoga had none.

Without access to digital databases, 
students would spend more time search-
ing for books in the library or weeding 
through what they found on Google.

“I started introducing [the databases] 
five years ago and [the databases] have 
slowly grown,” Heyman said. “Before 
I got here students relied on print re-
sources and what they could find on 
Google.”

History teacher Matt Torrens finds 
that the databases are extremely useful 
to his students and designs several as-

signments around the usage of primary 
and secondary sources that can be found 
on the digital databases.

According to Torrens, his students 
regularly use the databases to compile 
their annotated  bibliographies and also 
to build DBQs [document-based ques-
tions].

Senior Sanjna Verma thinks that the  
digital databases are valuable, but they 
can be confusing to access.

“There are so many passwords and 
things to keep track of; it does make us-
ing the resources a pain, but I definitely 
like that I can utilize them,” she said.

Another function of the da-
tabases is availabilty to access 
mobile apps.

“The apps for Android 
phones and iPhones for two of 
the databases and some of the 
ebooks [provide the opportuni-
ty] to read some of our books,” 
Heyman said.

“At My Library,” by Gale 
and the school’s library catalog, 
“Destiny” are available in app 

format.
In spite of the apps, some students 

find the databases in general to be incon-
venient. Senior Rohan Cotah thinks the 
databases are less efficient than common 
search engines.

“The databases limit the amount of 
information that students can learn,” Co-
tah said. “They are also confusing to op-
erate in comparison to using Google.”

Although the databases may not be 
as  large as those of colleges, Heyman 
finds that student use of the databases 
prepares them for  research in college 
classes. 

“When you show up at UC Davis and 
they have 890 databases and your biolo-
gy professor expects you to know which 
science databases to find the articles in, 
you’ll  be able to,” Heyman said. u

Technology ProvideS innovaTive ToolS To enhance STudenT learning

Summary of databases

EBSCO Host Power Search: offers the 
ability to search eight EBSCO databases 

simultaneously

Advanced Placement Source: provides 
information on all AP courses apart 

from world languages

ABC-CLIO Social Science Databases: 
good sources for information on the 
American government and global or 

national events

Gale’s Literary Index: a collection of 
more than 700 volumes that is dedi-
cated to offering detailed information 

about literary works

NoodleTools: quick and effective 
tool that helps students properly cite 

sources

Advantages

Gives students easy access to high 
quality information and prepares them 

for research at the college level

Cost versus benefits

Despite the fact that database subscrip-
tion costs approximately $8,000 to 

$9,000 per year, each database costs 
a  few pennies per page due to the 

frequent use.  In recent years, students 
have accessed 85,000 to 95,000 docu-
ments, making the databases useful and  

undoubtedly worth the investment.

SOURCE: LIBRARIAN KEVIN HEYMAN

Library Resources
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Heyman Torrens
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Senior Suzannah Osekowsky holds 
on tightly to her elephant, Pang Yom, 
as it picks its way down the mountain, 
avoiding the rocky juts and leafy bush-
es. The pair reach their destination, a 
lake near the Mahout Training Center, 
and she scrubs its hide as it bathes in the 
water.

This was one of the many activities 
Osekowsky did daily on her summer 
volunteer trip with Rustic Pathways, an 
international high school travel program 
that took her and 27 other high school 
students to the Thai Elephants Conser-
vation Project in Thailand for one week 
and taught them the ways of a junior 
mahout, or an elephant trainer.

“This summer, my friends and I were 
looking for something out there, some-
thing cool,” Osekowsky said. “Some-
thing we could do to get rid of stress be-
fore our senior year, and we were like, 
‘Oh, look! Elephants!’”

The Thai Elephants Conservation 
Project serves to rescue elephants from 
poachers and puts on a variety of ele-
phant shows for tourists.

According to Osekowsky, the volun-
teers did not have a solid schedule ev-
ery day, but changed up what they did. 
After washing their elephants in the 
morning, the students’ days consisted 
of activities like sightseeing, learning 
songs in Thai and watching elephant 
shows. They were exposed to the differ-

ent kinds of culture in Thailand.
Because they were training to be ma-

houts, much of their time was spent at 
the center either visiting sick elephants 
in the infirmary or learning how to work 
with elephants themselves.

Professional mahouts taught the 
volunteers commands to use on the el-
ephants such as sit, stop and go.

“We started with a couple of basic 
commands,” Osekowsky said. “They 
handed us a card and showed us how 
to mount the elephant and ask it to sit, 
lie down and bow down so you can get 
on and off by its trunk.”

Most of the trip was a “learn as you 
go” experience, which complicated 
things, Osekowsky said. Because the in-
structors spoke little to no English, com-
munication between the two groups 
consisted of charades or simple phrases 
in Thai. 

While in Thailand, Osekowsky also 
ventured outside of the elephant con-
servatory to the different night mar-
kets and bazaars in their free time and 
shopped often.

“There are streets with a bunch of 
stalls people set up, which sell every-
thing,” Osekowsky said.

Another aspect of Thai culture she 
experienced was religion. Upon the 
students’ arrival at the Mahout Train-
ing Center, several Buddhist blessing 
ceremonies were performed on all the 
volunteers such as tying ropes around 
their wrists.

Senior trains elephants in Thailand during summer
Falcon Focus

Since 2002

Your success begins here

R

(Premium College Admission Package)

At a time when academics and test scores were 
considered the sole criteria for college admissions, the 
importance of crafting a unique and genuine personal 
statement was misunderstood. ThinkTank Learning 
worked tirelessly to develop a program that would both 
identify the unique qualities of the student as well as to 
illustrate these qualities in a compelling and coherent 
manner.
Today, our clients can expect to work with one of the 
largest independent team of professional admissions 
consultants, utilizing our years of experience, thousands 
of processed applications, to pay individualized, 
personal attention and guidance. Our goal is to assist 
your student define and achieve their higher educational 
goals.

Good for 11th grade students starting in Aug

T-PCAP
(Transfer Premium College Admission Package)

Good for rising college freshmen 
and sophomores 

Our transfer packages provide state-of-the-art 
services that will help you transfer to a prestigious 
college, where your resulting degree will become a 
source of lifelong pride. We offer: unrivaled college 
transfer application consulting, individualized 
academic counseling, extracurricular activity and 
internship development, and one-on-one tutoring – 
everything you need to realize your academic 
potential and achieve your college transfer goals.

A time-tested program designed 
exclusively to help our students achieve 
their academic goals by using ThinkTank 
Learning’s customized learning pace. 
Quality instructors, customized learning 
plan, proper timing, frequent assess-
ments, and more - all these in ACE 
Program that will help you score A's on 
your report cards - GUARANTEED.

Good for all students 

AIOP
(All-In-One Program)

A unique and comprehensive 
service designed to best prepare 
your child for the increasingly 
competitive college application 
process.

Good for 
8th to 11th grade students 

Classes start in Aug, 2012. 

Classes include :
- TEST PREP: SAT I, SAT SUBJECT, 
   ACT, AP
- ENGLISH
- MATH
- SCIENCE
- HOMEWORK HELPER

Good for all students 

10650 Bubb Road, Cupertino, CA 95014
408.253.8300

cupertino@ttlearning.com
www.TTLearning.com

Senior Suzannah Osekowsky (right) and her friend ride an elephant on their trip to Thailand.

BY AmyLin

Courtesy of SUZANNAH OSEKOWSKY

Athlete sisters share 
Olympic experience

At the 2012 Olympic games, over 
one million people were in the Olym-
pic Park, lines to the bathrooms were 
over a mile long and lines of McDon-
ald’s were triple that length, according 
to sophomore Puck de Roos.

Along with her sisters junior Nikki 
de Roos and freshman Beaudine de 
Roos, Puck traveled to London with 
her parents in August.

The de Roos family travels to the 
Netherlands every summer to visit family, but this 
summer they stopped in London for a week to watch 
the Olympics.

“It’s such a big event and I have never seen so 
many people, all from different places, come together 
like that,” Puck said.

Since all three sisters like to play sports, they were 
excited  to see Olympic teams play their favorite 
sports. They went to water polo for Nikki, basketball 
for Puck, volleyball for Beaudine and field hockey for 
their mom, Katja de Roos.

“It was really cool to be there, experience it and to 
see the actual things happen like the TV announcers 
describe it,” Beaudine said. “It was a totally different 
experience.”

Puck said in the stadium she felt the audience and 
their energy.

According to Beaudine, the atmosphere in the 
stadium was great because although everyone was 
cheering for their own team and they all still had good 
sportsmanship.

At the end of the event, everyone would clap and 
congratulate each other no matter who won.

Puck and Beaudine agreed that watching the Olym-
pic teams play inspired them to work harder and try 
new things at practice.

After seeing the men’s volleyball team play, Beau-
dine said she tells her coach every day about the plays 
that she witnessed and how she wants to try to ex-
ecute them. 

“To be able to watch the level at which the teams 
play and knowing some of them aren’t that much old-
er than you is really cool,” Puck said.

All three sisters agreed that going to the London 
Summer Olympics was not only an experience of a 
lifetime, but also a unique opportunity for family 
bonding.

“My sisters like to fight a lot so I’m always stuck in 
the middle,” Puck said. “But at the Olympics every-
one got along pretty well.” u

BY CatherineTang

Puck de 
Roos

“We did see a lot of culture. It was an 
isolated section of the culture, but it was 
a very rich isolated section,” Osekowsky 
said.

They may not have gone to the aver-
age tourist attractions in Thailand, but 

they experienced something not many 
people have the chance to.

“I might go back to Thailand be-
cause the country is just so beautiful,” 
Osekowsky said. “The jungles and ev-
erything are just amazing.” u
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Valley in Saratoga, provided that 
they are at least 16 and in 11th or 12th 
grade. 

Students are limited to one course 
per quarter and given low priority 
registration. 

According to assistant principal 
Brian Safine, in years past, students 
could take two courses instead of just 
one, and if they were not yet 16, they 
could fill out a waiver. 

However, for the 
last two summers, 
students have been re-
stricted to only taking 
one class. As a result, 
fewer upperclassmen 
are taking community 
college courses.

While some stu-
dents do take courses 
such as Economics or 
Government, several 
upperclassmen take 
classes that the school 
does not offer, such as 
Multi-variable Calcu-
lus.

“In the past, for ex-
ample, students have 
taken business courses 
or maybe some programming courses 
we don’t have here,” Safine said. “In 
some cases, that can be a visual art or 
an applied art, but for the most part 
students enroll in something at the 
community college that we don’t offer 
here as a way to enrich themselves.”

Some upperclassmen, however, 
elected to take courses that the school 
does offer during the summer to re-
duce their school course loads. 

Senior Madison King took Biology 
at De Anza College so she could learn 
the material in both AP Biology and 
AP Physics without overloading her-
self senior year.

King found her class to be signifi-
cantly easier than some of her high 
school classes.

“I’m not saying the class is a cake-
walk, but it’s far from challenging,” 

King said of her Biology class. “Most 
of the people from our school who 
took the class ended up with an A+.”

Cai, meanwhile, found his govern-
ment class to be more challenging.

“I would say the West Valley class is 
a lot harder than the school’s equiva-
lent,” Cai said. “In the long run, how-
ever, it is worth it because now I have 
a free period for a whole semester.”

Costs varied depending on the class 
taken and campus, however gener-

ally totalled to about 
$100-$150 for tuition, 
parking permits, text-
book rental or pur-
chase and other fees.

Both seniors found 
several differences 
between their high 
school and commu-
nity college courses.

“We were only 
given one homework 
assignment for the 
whole four weeks, 
and our grade mostly 
depended on how 
well we did on the 
two quizzes, mid-
term, essay and fi-
nal,” Cai said. “This 
gave me a different 

mindset when approaching the class 
because from day one I couldn’t rely 
on homework assignments to help me 
practice the materials.”

Safine believes that community col-
lege courses are an effective way for 
students to augment their learning 
during the summer.

“If [students] are taking something 
that we don’t offer here, we think that 
it’s a very appropriate use of summer-
time,” Safine said.

Students agree that community col-
lege courses are worth the time and 
effort.

“The professor was funny and nice, 
and I was able to learn about a subject 
I’m interested in without overloading 
myself,” King said. 

“I’m definitely glad that I decided 
to take the class.” u

Just past noon on Wednesday, Sept. 
12, principal Paul Robinson announced 
the passing of sophomore Audrie Tay-
lor Pott. 

Shocked students and teachers 
turned to each other for support, and 
grief counselors were brought in to help 
the school cope with the tragedy.

Pott, 15, passed away that day after 
taking her own life.

Friends and strangers alike respond-
ed by laying flowers on a table outside 
the library, where many gathered to pen 
short messages on posters.

“Students were very thoughtful in 
their respect for [Pott] and her family,” 
assistant principal Kerry Mohnike said. 

“The school did a remarkable job re-
sponding to the tragedy.”

In her memory, hundreds of students 
and dozens of staff members wore teal, 
Pott’s favorite color, and other shades 
of blue on Friday, Sept. 14. 

Many in the local community, includ-
ing students from local high schools, 
participated in the event, which they 
learned about through Facebook.

The next day, a memorial service was 
held for Pott at West Valley College.

“The service was full of friends, fam-
ily and classmates,” said close friend 
Amanda Le, a sophomore. “You could 
tell she was loved by so many people.”

At the service, attendees reminisced 
as they watched a touching slideshow 
in remembrance of Pott.

“The memorial was a beautiful event 
honoring a beautiful friend,” sophomore 
Alex Ferrari said. “When the slideshow 
came on, it really hit me that I would 
never see that perfect face again. For the 
first time, it began to feel real.”

Those who knew Pott spoke of her 
warm and vibrant personality.

“I’ll always remember how much 
laughter she brought to everybody. 
There was never a dull moment with 
her,” Le said. “She saw the very best in 
people and genuinely loved people un-
conditionally.”

Pott had many close friends who 
cherished her quirks.

“She always called me ‘Mo’ or 
‘Chrissy-mo,’” sophomore Christina 
Miroyan said. “She had nicknames for 
everyone.”

Several of Pott’s classmates recog-

nized and cherished her creative side.
“She was always the one doodling on 

her papers during class,” Ferrari said. 
“Every project that involved art Audrie 
would take to the next level. She would 
make sure it was perfect.”

Pott, who began playing soccer at 
age 2, participated in both school and 
club teams. 

She also trained horses as a ranch 
volunteer throughout the eighth grade, 
according to Le.

“She would complain about how 

much of a pain [helping at the ranch] 
was, but I always knew how much she 
loved it,” Le said.

Pott’s Spanish teacher Gina Rodri-
guez remembers her student for “her 
kind demeanor and her smile.”

“She was such a beautiful girl. I 
think of her every day when I look at 
her desk,” Rodriguez said. 

“I wish she could have seen so many 
of us in teal in her honor. She had no 
idea how loved she was in this commu-
nity.” u

Sophomore’s death
saddens community
BY EdwardDong
& KellyLiu

OBITUARY

Students leaves notes from Sept. 12-14 outside of the library in memory of Audrie Pott.

CLUB day  Old groups 
merge, new ones emerge

CoLLEgE  Upperclassmen 
pursue summer enrichment

bigideaTH
E

Who takes community col-
lege classes
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who want to either get a 
free period or take classes 
the school doesn’t offer.
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Students can only take one 
class instead of two. Also, 
in the past, students not yet 
16 could sign a waiver and 
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Chen hopes to publicize his club to 
students of all grades and all ideas.

“One of our new goals is to give un-
derclassmen a headstart in the philo-
sophical field, especially those poten-
tially interested in taking Lang in the 
future,” he said. “It will remain a non-
competitive learning environment in 
contrast to the school, and students will 
have freedom in what they say because 
a teacher is not grading them for their 
opinions.”

Yung appreciates Chen’s passion in 
his club.

“His club doesn’t have officers, be-
cause he doesn’t want it to be about col-
lege,” she said.

Also in the array of new clubs was the 
Ultimate Frisbee Club, created by seniors 
Doug Jones and Spencer Goldman.

“I basically wanted to form the club 
because I wanted to have fun,” Jones 
said. “I play a lot of frisbee.”

Jones hopes to form two teams to play 

against each other and one big team to 
play in non-competitive scrimmages 
and even some tournaments against 
other school teams.

“The goal will be to get everyone to 
play and just substitute everyone in and 
out,” he said.

Jones was pleased with his club’s pre-
sentation during the event.

“Club Day was actually really good 
for us,” Jones said. “We didn’t have any 
incentives like food or candy, but we still 
managed to get more than one hundred 
people to sign up.”

Freshmen even got in on the action of 
Club Day, as the new novel writing club 
Scribbleblots, led by three freshmen, 
Michelle Cen, Ashley Chen and Melissa 
Magner, showed off their exhibit.

Other freshmen like Arjun Ramana-
than were happy to take in the wide ar-
ray of clubs at the high school.

“Some of the clubs were really 
unique,” Ramanathan said. “I’ve nev-
er seen anything like Club Day. It was 
great.” u
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There’s this handy little thing called 
a live debt clock. It keeps track of all 
the debt in a country up to the nearest 
second. It’s almost like a heart monitor, 
tracking every pulse of a nation’s fluctu-
ating finances.

The U.S.’s debt clock is, to be honest, 
horrifying. The numbers, keeping track 
of everything from the Chinese trade 
deficit to student loan debt, escalate as 
you watch, climbing from hundreds to 
thousands to millions and onwards.

The total American debt is a stagger-
ing $16 trillion.

The current situation is already a se-
rious one. America’s economy is still 
reeling from the recession that started in 
2008. Granted, the economy is recover-
ing, but the rate at which it’s healing is 

comparable to the speed of a snail. That 
just isn’t fast enough to save America, 
which is why Americans are now facing 
a rising fiscal cliff by the end of 2012.

“Fiscal cliff” is the shorthand term 
used to describe the problems the gov-
ernment will face by the end of 2012.

By the end of this year, lawmakers 
need to choose one of two plans, neither 
of which are pretty. The first is to allow 
current policy to go into effect at the 
beginning of 2013, which means tax in-
creases and spending cuts. The second is 
to keep taxes and spending as they are.

If Congress decides on the first plan, 
growth in the economy will be severely 
hit, and the country may be dragged into 
another recession. If they pick the second 
option, the deficit will grow even bigger, 
and the  U.S. may find itself in the same 
economic turmoil as Europe.

However, potential plans are just that: 
potential plans. They will not go into ac-
tion by themselves—someone needs to 
set them off. Congress is failing miser-
ably to take action, indecision ruling its 
seats.

The endless bickering in Congress is 
getting the nation nowhere. Democrats 
and Republicans have completely differ-
ing views on the economic issues. Pres-
sures are running even higher than usual 
because it’s election year.

Democrats favor a mix of tax and 
spending cuts, while Republicans want 
to keep things the way they are and 
avoid raising taxes as much as possible.  
Both parties agree on extensions on sev-
eral parts of the Bush-era tax cuts, but 
that seems to be the only thing they are 
agreeing on.

The current political situation isn’t 

helping at all. Congress has had three 
years to find a solution to the economic 
problem, but the heavily partisan politi-
cal environment has not been good for 
negotiation.

Compromise seems unlikely, and ev-
ery second spent arguing about a non-
existent solution is another second going 
toward the fiscal cliff.

The effects of delaying such impor-
tant decisions are paving a way in gold 
for America’s economic downfall. Re-
publicans and Democrats need to put 
aside their petty bickering for the greater 
good. 

At the same time, Congress needs to 
pull itself together and make a decision 
and a plan before the end of 2012.

All that America can do now is wait, 
and hope that when the government 
picks itself up, it won’t be too late. u

BY HelenWong

Budget disaster threatens to derail America

With the combination of tuition rates, 
housing and book fees, college students 
must endure the transition from the 
upper-class Saratogan life, to the typical 
expensive college lifestyle. Many often 
struggle, but have their different ways 
of coping with the budgets they must 
live on.

As a result of state funding cuts, tu-
ition at UC schools are continuously ris-
ing. For college sophomore Synthia Ling, 
tuition at UCLA is currently $11,220, not 
including mandatory fees. Yet, it is still 
only about one third of the cost for pri-
vate schools.

For Ling, mandatory fees add up to 
$12,692. In addition, college students are 
required to have their own  textbooks 
that can cost hundreds of dollars wheth-
er they are bought or rented. Many stu-
dents prefer buying on Amazon or bor-

rowing from friends for a better deal.
Ling said she spent $400 on textbooks 

last year and borrowed others from 
friends. She avoids going to the expen-
sive on-campus bookstore whenever 
possible and tries to sell her books after 
finishing courses.

Students must also be cautious of 
how much they spend for both food and 
luxuries.

“I think the trickiest thing for me will 
be watching myself with clothes,” An-
nie Barco, an incoming UC Santa Bar-
bara freshman, said. “But as far as food 
goes, I will try to eat in the dining halls 
as much as possible so that way I’m not 
spending money.”

Eating on campus has become a com-
mon choice for many students hoping to 
spend as little money as possible.

“Back in high school, going off cam-
pus to eat lunch every day would actu-
ally add up to a lot of money,” Ling said. 

“Now almost every day I’m eating on 
campus at the dining hall with my meal 
plan, but on the other hand, food and 
housing at school are pretty pricey.”

Frequently, students have certain 
methods to budget money that are both 
beneficial and suitable. 

“I’m pretty responsible when it comes 
to spending money,” Ling said. “I don’t 
technically have an allowance, but I don’t 
spend that much because I’ll usually go 
shopping only once a month. I normally 
don’t eat out a lot either because they’ve 
got really good dorm food at UCLA.” 

For UC Irvine freshman Kristine 
Johnson, avoiding student loans for the 
first school year is the most efficient plan 
to save  money. 

“I’ll have to make careful decisions 
about what kinds of things I sign up for 
and how many money-related outings I 
attend with friends,” Johnson said. “It’s 
just a matter of choosing what you pay 

for and what you don’t.”
According to Johnson, when money 

is not spent wisely, life can be tough 
for students who do not think carefully 
about how much they spend.

“A lot of students have not realized 
the value of their money; they spend it 
and realize that they have surprisingly 
little left,” Johnson said. “They could 
spend without being fully aware of the 
prices.”

Having left the comforts of home, the 
college students said their new life has 
forced them to provide more for them-
selves. College life exposes students to a 
new lifestyle.

“I try to save my money as much as 
possible and I don’t want to have to de-
pend on my parents, although I’m sure 
there will come a time that I might need 
them to pitch in,” Barco said. “But com-
ing from Saratoga, we are pretty lucky 
compared to others.” u

College students strive to survive financially 
BY JanePark

The “Saratoga Bubble” is a term that 
is frequently thrown around in Saratoga. 
It stands for the general affluence of the 
community and how the community is 
generally not affected by the problems 
of the “outside” world.

The “Saratoga Bubble” has for the 
most part shielded the community from 
the recent budget crisis.

Although many families in the area 
have made some changes in their life-
styles, most were not hard hit by the 
crisis.

Junior Clark Roth-
enberg also felt lucky 
that his dad was able 
to keep a stable job.

“I have noticed 
some major cutbacks 
in spending, as well 
as smarter spending,” 
Rothenberg said. “The downturn of the 
economy really affects me secondhand, 
though. Close friends have lost their 
homes and have had to change their 
lifestyles to get by. It is hard to hear and 
watch when I stand for the most part 
unaffected.”

Junior Cassidy Crichton said that al-
though her parents have been fortunate 
enough to keep their jobs, her family 
has nevertheless been vigilant about 
their spending. 

“I think it has affected us to where we 
have come close to being frightened of 
what could happen, but luckily we have 
tried to come out of it,” Crichton said. 
“Gas prices and taxes, such as property 
tax, have increased tremendously, so 
that does not help us in long run.”

Junior Tony Capek also said that 
since the economic crisis, he and his 
family have been more careful and 

aware of money. 
“My parents are becoming more con-

scious about their spending because of 
the economy right now,” Capek said. 

Capek said that he and his friends 
will often plan to make plans to hang 
out or do something, but will cancel 
because they don’t want to spend thei-
money.

“Even when my friends and I go 
hang out, we are more mindful about 
what we are spending money on,” Ca-
pek said. 

Senior Ishaan Kolluri said that al-
though his family is not that worried 

about the crisis, they are 
slightly worried about 
the school’s budget. 

“In Saratoga, we’re 
pretty nestled in eco-
nomic prosperity, so 
as far as I know, [the 
recession is] not affect-
ing my family,” Kolluri 

said. “But for the school, I’m sure, given 
that it’s a public institution, money flow 
must have decreased majorly.”

For senior Venkat Munukutla, 
awareness of the economic crisis came 
through media coverage.

“Learning how people were suffering 
moved me to make changes in my own 
life,” said Munukutla. “I became more 
conscious of how I spent my money and 
appreciated what I had to a greater ex-
tent than ever before.”

Principal Paul Robinson said the dis-
trict has been lucky to avoid many of 
the problems that have afflicted many 
other parts of the state.

“The community has really done 
their part to step up and we as a school 
are trying to do our part to maintain the 
excellence we’ve always had here,” said 
Robinson. “The students are also doing 
their part by working with us.” u

BY SanjNalwa
& RohanHardikar

How did Saratoga fare
during the downturn?

Cupertino: 408.874.8309
Dublin: 925.241.7150 

Fremont: 510.751.3801
Millbrae: 650.204.7074

West Portal: 415.223.7730
Palo Alto: 650.644.4577
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Barack
Obama

Mitt
Romney

Taxation: 
Reduce the taxation of the highest earners 
and increase taxation of the middle class. 
Spending:
Cut federal spending in order to reduce the 
deficit.
Health Care:
Strives to repeal Obamacare in order to 
reduce the federal deficit.
Outlook:
Focus on the upper class.

Taxation: 
Plans to increase taxes for the upper class 
to lessen the nation’s debt.
Spending:
Have balanced cuts that would increase the 
federal revenue and reduce the deficit.
Health Care: 
Universal health care mandated by the 
federal government. 
Outlook:
Investing in the middle class.

Conflicting economic stances
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We are more mind-
ful about what we are 

spending money on.

Junior Tony Capek

No interrupting the teacher 
at any time. Uniforms and black 
shoes with visible socks are to 
be worn at all times. No yelling 
or running in the hallways. No 
eating during break time. No 
exceptions.

These are just some of the 
rules that private schools such 
as Challenger and Harker en-
force, and they are a major rea-
son parents are willing to pay 
tuitions in the tens of thousands 
annually to send their children 
there. 

By providing students with 
a strict discipline and rigorous 
curriculum, private schools, 
which often have class ratios of 
10 or 15 students to one teacher, 
prepare current students to suc-
ceed in a public school or in col-
lege. 

Sophomore Neel Bedekar, 
who attended Harker for fifth 
and sixth grade, was encour-
aged by private schools to work 
diligently. 

“It instilled a good work 
ethic,” Bedekar said. “I’m not 
saying a public school wouldn’t 
have done that, but Harker did 
do that.”

By assigning large amounts 
of homework, private school 
teachers help students develop 
important skills and 
habits, such as time 
management and or-
ganization.

“I really learned 
how to manage my 
time well at an early 
age,” said sopho-
more Jackie An, who 
went to Harker from 
fifth to eighth grade. 
“There was a lot of work, so 
when I came to Saratoga in 
ninth grade, I was pretty on top 
of things.”

Former private school stu-
dents received the opportunity 
to learn high school material 
in middle school, which made 
schoolwork easier for them 
now. 

“Everything I’m doing this 
year, I learned in eighth grade, 

like chemistry and world histo-
ry,” said sophomore Eunju Pak, 
a former Challenger student. 
“And the English I did in eighth 
grade was actually a lot harder 
than this year’s English.”

Although taking challeng-
ing classes can be rewarding, 

the work load may prevent 
students from spending 
time on other activities.

The homework was tak-
ing a lot more time than it 
should have, and I wanted 
to focus on extracurricu-
lars,” An said. “I decided 
that it was so expensive 
that it wasn’t worth it if I 
wasn’t enjoying it much.”  

In addition, private schools 
do not grant students as much 
freedom and flexibility. While 
discipline is important for 
younger students, indepen-
dence and liberty in high school 
will help students in the future.

“I think that the freedom in 
Saratoga and the environment 
itself is a good preparation 
for college life in comparison 
to Harker,” said senior Oliver 

Chen, who attended Harker for 
kindergarten through second 
grade and fifth through eighth 
grade. “They have a bigger 
‘bubble’ than us if you want to 
put it in those terms.”

Also, tuition at other private 
schools can cost in the range of 
$30,000 per year.

The expensive tuition influ-
enced Pak’s decision to attend a 
public high school. 

“My sister goes to this super 
duper expensive college and 
my little sister still has to go 
through a couple more years 
of private school,” Pak said.  
“Public schools are so easy. You 
don’t have to pay for anything, 
and private schools are so ex-
pensive. Saratoga has a good 
education and it was an alter-
nate choice, so I took it.”

Although private school stu-
dents send a check for tuition 
every month in addition to tax-
es, public school students pay 
only the latter.

“I personally didn’t think it 
was worth [the cost] towards 
the later years,” said sophomore 

Mounika Narayanan, who went 
to Challenger from preschool 
to eighth grade. “We weren’t 
able to participate in as many 
activities regarding the school. 
We had to find other extracur-
riculars outside of it and they 
enforced so many unnecessary 
and pathetic rules that took 
away our newspaper, sports, 
and fun with yearbook.”

Because Saratoga is ranked 
31 in the state based on The U.S. 
News and World Report Rank-
ing, Narayanan decided to at-
tend Saratoga for high school.

“My parents didn’t want 
to send me to a private high 
school because we would rath-
er take advantage of our public 
school, pay less, and be closer,” 
Narayanan said.

Private schools are costly, 
but former students believe at-
tending one for a few years was 
worth the tuition. 

“It’s a lot of money, but I was 
only there for two years, so I 
got a good experience without 
wasting money for 10 years,” 
Bedekar said. u

Private high schools provide lots for a lot
BY JanePark
& CarolynSun

Bedekar

Information from BARACKOBAMA.COMInformation from MITTROMNEY.COM

Money WorrieS extend 
to all WalkS of life
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There’s this handy little thing called 
a live debt clock. It keeps track of all 
the debt in a country up to the nearest 
second. It’s almost like a heart monitor, 
tracking every pulse of a nation’s fluctu-
ating finances.

The U.S.’s debt clock is, to be honest, 
horrifying. The numbers, keeping track 
of everything from the Chinese trade 
deficit to student loan debt, escalate as 
you watch, climbing from hundreds to 
thousands to millions and onwards.

The total American debt is a stagger-
ing $16 trillion.

The current situation is already a se-
rious one. America’s economy is still 
reeling from the recession that started in 
2008. Granted, the economy is recover-
ing, but the rate at which it’s healing is 

comparable to the speed of a snail. That 
just isn’t fast enough to save America, 
which is why Americans are now facing 
a rising fiscal cliff by the end of 2012.

“Fiscal cliff” is the shorthand term 
used to describe the problems the gov-
ernment will face by the end of 2012.

By the end of this year, lawmakers 
need to choose one of two plans, neither 
of which are pretty. The first is to allow 
current policy to go into effect at the 
beginning of 2013, which means tax in-
creases and spending cuts. The second is 
to keep taxes and spending as they are.

If Congress decides on the first plan, 
growth in the economy will be severely 
hit, and the country may be dragged into 
another recession. If they pick the second 
option, the deficit will grow even bigger, 
and the  U.S. may find itself in the same 
economic turmoil as Europe.

However, potential plans are just that: 
potential plans. They will not go into ac-
tion by themselves—someone needs to 
set them off. Congress is failing miser-
ably to take action, indecision ruling its 
seats.

The endless bickering in Congress is 
getting the nation nowhere. Democrats 
and Republicans have completely differ-
ing views on the economic issues. Pres-
sures are running even higher than usual 
because it’s election year.

Democrats favor a mix of tax and 
spending cuts, while Republicans want 
to keep things the way they are and 
avoid raising taxes as much as possible.  
Both parties agree on extensions on sev-
eral parts of the Bush-era tax cuts, but 
that seems to be the only thing they are 
agreeing on.

The current political situation isn’t 

helping at all. Congress has had three 
years to find a solution to the economic 
problem, but the heavily partisan politi-
cal environment has not been good for 
negotiation.

Compromise seems unlikely, and ev-
ery second spent arguing about a non-
existent solution is another second going 
toward the fiscal cliff.

The effects of delaying such impor-
tant decisions are paving a way in gold 
for America’s economic downfall. Re-
publicans and Democrats need to put 
aside their petty bickering for the greater 
good. 

At the same time, Congress needs to 
pull itself together and make a decision 
and a plan before the end of 2012.

All that America can do now is wait, 
and hope that when the government 
picks itself up, it won’t be too late. u

BY HelenWong

Budget disaster threatens to derail America

With the combination of tuition rates, 
housing and book fees, college students 
must endure the transition from the 
upper-class Saratogan life, to the typical 
expensive college lifestyle. Many often 
struggle, but have their different ways 
of coping with the budgets they must 
live on.

As a result of state funding cuts, tu-
ition at UC schools are continuously ris-
ing. For college sophomore Synthia Ling, 
tuition at UCLA is currently $11,220, not 
including mandatory fees. Yet, it is still 
only about one third of the cost for pri-
vate schools.

For Ling, mandatory fees add up to 
$12,692. In addition, college students are 
required to have their own  textbooks 
that can cost hundreds of dollars wheth-
er they are bought or rented. Many stu-
dents prefer buying on Amazon or bor-

rowing from friends for a better deal.
Ling said she spent $400 on textbooks 

last year and borrowed others from 
friends. She avoids going to the expen-
sive on-campus bookstore whenever 
possible and tries to sell her books after 
finishing courses.

Students must also be cautious of 
how much they spend for both food and 
luxuries.

“I think the trickiest thing for me will 
be watching myself with clothes,” An-
nie Barco, an incoming UC Santa Bar-
bara freshman, said. “But as far as food 
goes, I will try to eat in the dining halls 
as much as possible so that way I’m not 
spending money.”

Eating on campus has become a com-
mon choice for many students hoping to 
spend as little money as possible.

“Back in high school, going off cam-
pus to eat lunch every day would actu-
ally add up to a lot of money,” Ling said. 

“Now almost every day I’m eating on 
campus at the dining hall with my meal 
plan, but on the other hand, food and 
housing at school are pretty pricey.”

Frequently, students have certain 
methods to budget money that are both 
beneficial and suitable. 

“I’m pretty responsible when it comes 
to spending money,” Ling said. “I don’t 
technically have an allowance, but I don’t 
spend that much because I’ll usually go 
shopping only once a month. I normally 
don’t eat out a lot either because they’ve 
got really good dorm food at UCLA.” 

For UC Irvine freshman Kristine 
Johnson, avoiding student loans for the 
first school year is the most efficient plan 
to save  money. 

“I’ll have to make careful decisions 
about what kinds of things I sign up for 
and how many money-related outings I 
attend with friends,” Johnson said. “It’s 
just a matter of choosing what you pay 

for and what you don’t.”
According to Johnson, when money 

is not spent wisely, life can be tough 
for students who do not think carefully 
about how much they spend.

“A lot of students have not realized 
the value of their money; they spend it 
and realize that they have surprisingly 
little left,” Johnson said. “They could 
spend without being fully aware of the 
prices.”

Having left the comforts of home, the 
college students said their new life has 
forced them to provide more for them-
selves. College life exposes students to a 
new lifestyle.

“I try to save my money as much as 
possible and I don’t want to have to de-
pend on my parents, although I’m sure 
there will come a time that I might need 
them to pitch in,” Barco said. “But com-
ing from Saratoga, we are pretty lucky 
compared to others.” u

College students strive to survive financially 
BY JanePark

The “Saratoga Bubble” is a term that 
is frequently thrown around in Saratoga. 
It stands for the general affluence of the 
community and how the community is 
generally not affected by the problems 
of the “outside” world.

The “Saratoga Bubble” has for the 
most part shielded the community from 
the recent budget crisis.

Although many families in the area 
have made some changes in their life-
styles, most were not hard hit by the 
crisis.

Junior Clark Roth-
enberg also felt lucky 
that his dad was able 
to keep a stable job.

“I have noticed 
some major cutbacks 
in spending, as well 
as smarter spending,” 
Rothenberg said. “The downturn of the 
economy really affects me secondhand, 
though. Close friends have lost their 
homes and have had to change their 
lifestyles to get by. It is hard to hear and 
watch when I stand for the most part 
unaffected.”

Junior Cassidy Crichton said that al-
though her parents have been fortunate 
enough to keep their jobs, her family 
has nevertheless been vigilant about 
their spending. 

“I think it has affected us to where we 
have come close to being frightened of 
what could happen, but luckily we have 
tried to come out of it,” Crichton said. 
“Gas prices and taxes, such as property 
tax, have increased tremendously, so 
that does not help us in long run.”

Junior Tony Capek also said that 
since the economic crisis, he and his 
family have been more careful and 

aware of money. 
“My parents are becoming more con-

scious about their spending because of 
the economy right now,” Capek said. 

Capek said that he and his friends 
will often plan to make plans to hang 
out or do something, but will cancel 
because they don’t want to spend thei-
money.

“Even when my friends and I go 
hang out, we are more mindful about 
what we are spending money on,” Ca-
pek said. 

Senior Ishaan Kolluri said that al-
though his family is not that worried 

about the crisis, they are 
slightly worried about 
the school’s budget. 

“In Saratoga, we’re 
pretty nestled in eco-
nomic prosperity, so 
as far as I know, [the 
recession is] not affect-
ing my family,” Kolluri 

said. “But for the school, I’m sure, given 
that it’s a public institution, money flow 
must have decreased majorly.”

For senior Venkat Munukutla, 
awareness of the economic crisis came 
through media coverage.

“Learning how people were suffering 
moved me to make changes in my own 
life,” said Munukutla. “I became more 
conscious of how I spent my money and 
appreciated what I had to a greater ex-
tent than ever before.”

Principal Paul Robinson said the dis-
trict has been lucky to avoid many of 
the problems that have afflicted many 
other parts of the state.

“The community has really done 
their part to step up and we as a school 
are trying to do our part to maintain the 
excellence we’ve always had here,” said 
Robinson. “The students are also doing 
their part by working with us.” u
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How did Saratoga fare
during the downturn?
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Expires: 10/31/12

C2 Education specializes 
in test preparation and all 
subject tutoring!
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Barack
Obama

Mitt
Romney

Taxation: 
Reduce the taxation of the highest earners 
and increase taxation of the middle class. 
Spending:
Cut federal spending in order to reduce the 
deficit.
Health Care:
Strives to repeal Obamacare in order to 
reduce the federal deficit.
Outlook:
Focus on the upper class.

Taxation: 
Plans to increase taxes for the upper class 
to lessen the nation’s debt.
Spending:
Have balanced cuts that would increase the 
federal revenue and reduce the deficit.
Health Care: 
Universal health care mandated by the 
federal government. 
Outlook:
Investing in the middle class.

Conflicting economic stances
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We are more mind-
ful about what we are 

spending money on.

Junior Tony Capek

No interrupting the teacher 
at any time. Uniforms and black 
shoes with visible socks are to 
be worn at all times. No yelling 
or running in the hallways. No 
eating during break time. No 
exceptions.

These are just some of the 
rules that private schools such 
as Challenger and Harker en-
force, and they are a major rea-
son parents are willing to pay 
tuitions in the tens of thousands 
annually to send their children 
there. 

By providing students with 
a strict discipline and rigorous 
curriculum, private schools, 
which often have class ratios of 
10 or 15 students to one teacher, 
prepare current students to suc-
ceed in a public school or in col-
lege. 

Sophomore Neel Bedekar, 
who attended Harker for fifth 
and sixth grade, was encour-
aged by private schools to work 
diligently. 

“It instilled a good work 
ethic,” Bedekar said. “I’m not 
saying a public school wouldn’t 
have done that, but Harker did 
do that.”

By assigning large amounts 
of homework, private school 
teachers help students develop 
important skills and 
habits, such as time 
management and or-
ganization.

“I really learned 
how to manage my 
time well at an early 
age,” said sopho-
more Jackie An, who 
went to Harker from 
fifth to eighth grade. 
“There was a lot of work, so 
when I came to Saratoga in 
ninth grade, I was pretty on top 
of things.”

Former private school stu-
dents received the opportunity 
to learn high school material 
in middle school, which made 
schoolwork easier for them 
now. 

“Everything I’m doing this 
year, I learned in eighth grade, 

like chemistry and world histo-
ry,” said sophomore Eunju Pak, 
a former Challenger student. 
“And the English I did in eighth 
grade was actually a lot harder 
than this year’s English.”

Although taking challeng-
ing classes can be rewarding, 

the work load may prevent 
students from spending 
time on other activities.

The homework was tak-
ing a lot more time than it 
should have, and I wanted 
to focus on extracurricu-
lars,” An said. “I decided 
that it was so expensive 
that it wasn’t worth it if I 
wasn’t enjoying it much.”  

In addition, private schools 
do not grant students as much 
freedom and flexibility. While 
discipline is important for 
younger students, indepen-
dence and liberty in high school 
will help students in the future.

“I think that the freedom in 
Saratoga and the environment 
itself is a good preparation 
for college life in comparison 
to Harker,” said senior Oliver 

Chen, who attended Harker for 
kindergarten through second 
grade and fifth through eighth 
grade. “They have a bigger 
‘bubble’ than us if you want to 
put it in those terms.”

Also, tuition at other private 
schools can cost in the range of 
$30,000 per year.

The expensive tuition influ-
enced Pak’s decision to attend a 
public high school. 

“My sister goes to this super 
duper expensive college and 
my little sister still has to go 
through a couple more years 
of private school,” Pak said.  
“Public schools are so easy. You 
don’t have to pay for anything, 
and private schools are so ex-
pensive. Saratoga has a good 
education and it was an alter-
nate choice, so I took it.”

Although private school stu-
dents send a check for tuition 
every month in addition to tax-
es, public school students pay 
only the latter.

“I personally didn’t think it 
was worth [the cost] towards 
the later years,” said sophomore 

Mounika Narayanan, who went 
to Challenger from preschool 
to eighth grade. “We weren’t 
able to participate in as many 
activities regarding the school. 
We had to find other extracur-
riculars outside of it and they 
enforced so many unnecessary 
and pathetic rules that took 
away our newspaper, sports, 
and fun with yearbook.”

Because Saratoga is ranked 
31 in the state based on The U.S. 
News and World Report Rank-
ing, Narayanan decided to at-
tend Saratoga for high school.

“My parents didn’t want 
to send me to a private high 
school because we would rath-
er take advantage of our public 
school, pay less, and be closer,” 
Narayanan said.

Private schools are costly, 
but former students believe at-
tending one for a few years was 
worth the tuition. 

“It’s a lot of money, but I was 
only there for two years, so I 
got a good experience without 
wasting money for 10 years,” 
Bedekar said. u

Private high schools provide lots for a lot
BY JanePark
& CarolynSun

Bedekar
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Proposed soda taxes 
set healthy example

America: the land of nutritional para-
doxes, where those who struggle to get 
enough to eat share roads with the mor-
bidly obese. It makes sense, however, 
when you take into account the fact 
that fast food and sodas are the cheap-
est sources of calories, whether they’re 
healthy or not.

The city of Richmond has recently 
become the center of national attention 
as it debates a highly controversial but 
revolutionary bill to tax soft drinks by 
up to one cent per ounce. The soda tax, 
if passed, will be the first of its kind, and 
it might well be followed all around the 
nation.

The only question is: Why hasn’t this 
happened already?

Walmart currently sells packs of 24 
cans of soda for less than $8. Healthier 
alternatives (though not necessarily 
much healthier) such as fruit smoothies 
and juice are often sold at the same price 
or higher.

With this in mind, it’s no surprise 
that many people pick soda over the 
“healthy” option. Richmond has taken 
initiative in the battle against obesity 
through its plans to implement a tax on 
soda.

Cigarettes are already heavily taxed 
because they are a menace to public 
health. The high tax discourages many 
young people from experimenting with 
them, and it would do the same were it 
placed on sodas as well.

Considering the steep increase in of 
obesity as a significant health issue in 
the country, taxing soda is the all-impor-
tant first step in the uphill battle against 
it. Obesity-related diseases and disabili-
ties also eat away at tax dollars when 
doctor’s bills and prescription drugs are 
involved. Battling obesity by nipping 
it in the bud would save the money of 
thousands of taxpayers.

Every meal needs to be accompa-
nied by a beverage, and instead of wa-
ter, it ends up being soda for too many 
of us. The drink is a luxury, and taxing 
it would remind people that it is only 
a luxury. Since soda isn’t an addictive 
substance, an extra tax would not ruin 
people’s welfare, either.

Of course, soda companies are pro-
testing this tax. They argue that people 
deserve choice of drink, and they should 
not have their favorite drink even more 
unattainable.

However, the tax would not take so-
das off the market; it would just force 
people to ration their soft drink intake, 
a step toward moderation. A tax on un-
healthy drinks might even have a ripple 
effect, which would cause people to con-
sider taxing other unhealthy foods as 
well. 

Sodas are not meant to be consumed 
every day. Making high-sugar drinks 
more expensive would simply remind 
people of this. Soft drinks should be 
drunk only on special occasions, occa-
sions for which people would happily 
pay an additional tax. u

BY RohanRajeev

Assange’s asylum 
burdens Ecuador

Julian Assange, the founder and ed-
itor-in-chief of WikiLeaks, has been un-
der constant fire from various interest 
groups since his controversial media 
website’s inception. 

However, the topic of debate is no 
longer whether or not there should be a 
limit on the free flow of information his 
site leaks and government transparen-
cy, but whether or not the Ecuadorian 
embassy in London should continue to 
protect a man charged with multiple 
accounts of sexual assault.

According to a BBC News report, 
Assange has taken refuge in the Ecua-
dorian embassy in London since June 
because of his fears of 
facing multiple trials. 
Not only does Assange 
face questioning on al-
legations of four counts 
of rape and sexual mo-
lestation in Sweden, 
but he also faces possi-
ble prosecution by the 
U.S. judiciary branch 
over his media net-
work’s publishing of 
leaked diplomatic ca-
bles involving the U.S. 
military, government 
agencies and interna-
tional businesses. 

One question re-
mains on everyone’s 
mind: Why is Ecuador 
protecting this man? 
Ecuador, as a coun-
try, cannot prosper at all from this ar-
rangement. According to an Aug. 28 
Bloomberg News report, Ecuadorian 
president Rafael Correa’s decision to 
shelter Assange has plunged U.S.-Ecua-
dor relations into a new low. While this 
move may increase Correa’s chances 
of political re-election come February, 
the country’s economic catastrophes 
greatly outweigh the political gain of 
one man. 

Ecuador’s economy greatly de-
pends on strong trade relations with 

the United States. Through the Andean 
Trade Promotion and Drug Eradication 
Act enacted in 2002, Ecuador has es-
tablished a prosperous oil-trading and 
drug-combatting joint enterprise with 
the United States. 

When U.S. officials decide not to re-
instate the trade preferences come July 
because Ecuador is protecting a man 
believed to be a threat to America, oil 
product exports—which, according to 
a June report from the U.S. Trade Rep-
resentative’s office, accounted for 93 
percent of Ecuador’s duty-free exports 
to the U.S. under the Andean prefer-
ences last year—will greatly diminish 
in mass.

Even if we forget about oil, there 
is still blatant eco-
nomic devastation for 
the Ecuadorians. The 
Ecuadorian-American 
Chamber of Commerce 
in Quito, Ecuador, re-
ported that the Andean 
trade preferences with 
Ecuador support about 
400,000 jobs in the na-
tion of 14.5 million 
people. Furthermore, 
severing this trade 
agreement due to As-
sange’s diplomatic asy-
lum in the Ecuadorian 
embassy  could cause 
40,000 Ecuadorian jobs 
to be immediately at 
risk. 

Whether one be-
lieves that WikiLeaks’s 

mission is morally correct or not is a 
wholly different matter; however, the 
facts clearly underline the suffering 
Correa will bring to his nation if he 
continues to support the WikiLeaks 
founder. 

One man who defends a controver-
sial principle should never be chosen 
over hundreds of thousands of Ecua-
dorians who will feel the full weight of 
economic depression. Correa needs to 
seriously reconsider the consequences 
of his actions. u
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Where is he?
The Ecuadorian embassy 
in London has offered 
WikiLeaks founder Julian As-
sange political asylum.

Assange’s crimes
He is charged with multiple 
counts of sexual assault in 
Sweden.

Hurts Ecuador’s economy
Shielding Assange has dev-
astated U.S.-Ecuador trade 
relations. 

Ecuadorian political
asylum for Assange

HELEN WONG

America, you’re being Romney-rolled! 
BY HelenWong

Supporters laud him as a reformer, as 
the lionhearted budget-cutter, as the Re-
publican Party’s only hope of regaining 
power in D.C. His name is Mitt Romney, 
and he may become the next president.

Critics, however, see the truth behind 
Romney’s facade. His behavior and at-
titudes render him unfit to lead the na-
tion.

One of the things he’s gotten the most 
criticism for is consistency—rather, his 
lack thereof. As Romney himself put it, 
he switches his positions “as circum-
stances change.” For abortion alone, he 
first supported it, then denounced it, 
then supported it again. And then, he 
condemned his own medical plan from 
when he was governor of Massachu-
setts.

How does do voters depend on him, 
then? People desire decisiveness in their 
leader. With Romney taking every stance 
on every issue, he gives off an air of un-
reliability. 

Unfortunately for him, he’s not only 

unreliable in his stances on issues, but 
also in his money management, both 
future and past. Perhaps that isn’t too 
much of a surprise, since the majority of 
past Republican financial plans didn’t 
work, and only made the country’s eco-
nomic situation worse. See George W. 
Bush et al. for more details.

What makes Romney think that he 
will be any different? He’s got no solid 
evidence to back 
him up, and his 
track record isn’t 
exactly stellar. 
Take, for example, 
his tenure as Mas-
sachusetts gover-
nor in 2003.

During his time 
in office, Massachusetts became 47th out 
of the country in terms of job growth, 
which was only 0.9 percent, well behind 
other high-income states like California 
(4.7 percent) and New York (2.7 percent). 
Then, it experienced the second-largest 
labor-force decline in the country, sec-
ond only to Louisiana, which Hurricane 

Katrina had ravaged. Finally, in 2007, 
Romney left Massachusetts residents 
with about $10,504 in per capita bond 
debt.

If Romney becomes president, this is 
what the entire country could face. 

The Republican nominee has stated 
that he “favors keeping the Bush-era 
tax cuts, and then adding some more.” 
However, if he does that, how will he 

pay for the cuts? 
A large part of 

his campaign has 
been running on 
his supposedly 
miracle-working 
economic plan, the 
details of which still 
aren’t clear because 

he refuses to disclose them. What we do 
know, however, is that his tax plan is 
based on that of Bush’s. 

The price tag on Bush’s cuts became 
one of the biggest factors in the recent 
recession, contributing about $1.3 tril-
lion to the debt. Now, Romney wants to 
enact even more cuts, when our econo-

my is still recovering. He claims that his 
own plan will be “revenue-neutral” be-
cause he says that he will end tax breaks 
and loopholes.

However, he has never identified 
those tax breaks or loopholes. 

The rest of his economic plan is much 
like his tax plan. Romney says that he 
will cut non-defense spending by 5 per-
cent, but won’t say which programs it 
will affect. He claims that he will repeal 
all of President Obama’s regulations 
that burden the economy, but he won’t 
say which ones. Plus, he says that he 
will eliminate the health care reform, but 
won’t discuss how.

The only consistent part of his cam-
paign so far is his inconsistency—in 
his policies, his proposed plans and his 
opinions.

Right now, the U.S. requires a leader 
who is reliable, who has policies that 
have been put to use and proven to work, 
who supports one thing firmly and not 
another when it benefits himself. 

Mitt Romney, sadly, does not meet 
those requirements. u

Republican pReSidential candidate unfit to lead the countRy

The only consistent part 
of his campaign so far is 
his inconsistency—in his 
policies, his proposed 
plans and his opinions.
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enough to eat share roads with the mor-
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it would remind people that it is only 
a luxury. Since soda isn’t an addictive 
substance, an extra tax would not ruin 
people’s welfare, either.

Of course, soda companies are pro-
testing this tax. They argue that people 
deserve choice of drink, and they should 
not have their favorite drink even more 
unattainable.

However, the tax would not take so-
das off the market; it would just force 
people to ration their soft drink intake, 
a step toward moderation. A tax on un-
healthy drinks might even have a ripple 
effect, which would cause people to con-
sider taxing other unhealthy foods as 
well. 

Sodas are not meant to be consumed 
every day. Making high-sugar drinks 
more expensive would simply remind 
people of this. Soft drinks should be 
drunk only on special occasions, occa-
sions for which people would happily 
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groups since his controversial media 
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limit on the free flow of information his 
site leaks and government transparen-
cy, but whether or not the Ecuadorian 
embassy in London should continue to 
protect a man charged with multiple 
accounts of sexual assault.

According to a BBC News report, 
Assange has taken refuge in the Ecua-
dorian embassy in London since June 
because of his fears of 
facing multiple trials. 
Not only does Assange 
face questioning on al-
legations of four counts 
of rape and sexual mo-
lestation in Sweden, 
but he also faces possi-
ble prosecution by the 
U.S. judiciary branch 
over his media net-
work’s publishing of 
leaked diplomatic ca-
bles involving the U.S. 
military, government 
agencies and interna-
tional businesses. 

One question re-
mains on everyone’s 
mind: Why is Ecuador 
protecting this man? 
Ecuador, as a coun-
try, cannot prosper at all from this ar-
rangement. According to an Aug. 28 
Bloomberg News report, Ecuadorian 
president Rafael Correa’s decision to 
shelter Assange has plunged U.S.-Ecua-
dor relations into a new low. While this 
move may increase Correa’s chances 
of political re-election come February, 
the country’s economic catastrophes 
greatly outweigh the political gain of 
one man. 

Ecuador’s economy greatly de-
pends on strong trade relations with 

the United States. Through the Andean 
Trade Promotion and Drug Eradication 
Act enacted in 2002, Ecuador has es-
tablished a prosperous oil-trading and 
drug-combatting joint enterprise with 
the United States. 

When U.S. officials decide not to re-
instate the trade preferences come July 
because Ecuador is protecting a man 
believed to be a threat to America, oil 
product exports—which, according to 
a June report from the U.S. Trade Rep-
resentative’s office, accounted for 93 
percent of Ecuador’s duty-free exports 
to the U.S. under the Andean prefer-
ences last year—will greatly diminish 
in mass.

Even if we forget about oil, there 
is still blatant eco-
nomic devastation for 
the Ecuadorians. The 
Ecuadorian-American 
Chamber of Commerce 
in Quito, Ecuador, re-
ported that the Andean 
trade preferences with 
Ecuador support about 
400,000 jobs in the na-
tion of 14.5 million 
people. Furthermore, 
severing this trade 
agreement due to As-
sange’s diplomatic asy-
lum in the Ecuadorian 
embassy  could cause 
40,000 Ecuadorian jobs 
to be immediately at 
risk. 

Whether one be-
lieves that WikiLeaks’s 

mission is morally correct or not is a 
wholly different matter; however, the 
facts clearly underline the suffering 
Correa will bring to his nation if he 
continues to support the WikiLeaks 
founder. 

One man who defends a controver-
sial principle should never be chosen 
over hundreds of thousands of Ecua-
dorians who will feel the full weight of 
economic depression. Correa needs to 
seriously reconsider the consequences 
of his actions. u

BY NikhilGoel
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Where is he?
The Ecuadorian embassy 
in London has offered 
WikiLeaks founder Julian As-
sange political asylum.

Assange’s crimes
He is charged with multiple 
counts of sexual assault in 
Sweden.

Hurts Ecuador’s economy
Shielding Assange has dev-
astated U.S.-Ecuador trade 
relations. 

Ecuadorian political
asylum for Assange

HELEN WONG

America, you’re being Romney-rolled! 
BY HelenWong

Supporters laud him as a reformer, as 
the lionhearted budget-cutter, as the Re-
publican Party’s only hope of regaining 
power in D.C. His name is Mitt Romney, 
and he may become the next president.

Critics, however, see the truth behind 
Romney’s facade. His behavior and at-
titudes render him unfit to lead the na-
tion.

One of the things he’s gotten the most 
criticism for is consistency—rather, his 
lack thereof. As Romney himself put it, 
he switches his positions “as circum-
stances change.” For abortion alone, he 
first supported it, then denounced it, 
then supported it again. And then, he 
condemned his own medical plan from 
when he was governor of Massachu-
setts.

How does do voters depend on him, 
then? People desire decisiveness in their 
leader. With Romney taking every stance 
on every issue, he gives off an air of un-
reliability. 

Unfortunately for him, he’s not only 

unreliable in his stances on issues, but 
also in his money management, both 
future and past. Perhaps that isn’t too 
much of a surprise, since the majority of 
past Republican financial plans didn’t 
work, and only made the country’s eco-
nomic situation worse. See George W. 
Bush et al. for more details.

What makes Romney think that he 
will be any different? He’s got no solid 
evidence to back 
him up, and his 
track record isn’t 
exactly stellar. 
Take, for example, 
his tenure as Mas-
sachusetts gover-
nor in 2003.

During his time 
in office, Massachusetts became 47th out 
of the country in terms of job growth, 
which was only 0.9 percent, well behind 
other high-income states like California 
(4.7 percent) and New York (2.7 percent). 
Then, it experienced the second-largest 
labor-force decline in the country, sec-
ond only to Louisiana, which Hurricane 

Katrina had ravaged. Finally, in 2007, 
Romney left Massachusetts residents 
with about $10,504 in per capita bond 
debt.

If Romney becomes president, this is 
what the entire country could face. 

The Republican nominee has stated 
that he “favors keeping the Bush-era 
tax cuts, and then adding some more.” 
However, if he does that, how will he 

pay for the cuts? 
A large part of 

his campaign has 
been running on 
his supposedly 
miracle-working 
economic plan, the 
details of which still 
aren’t clear because 

he refuses to disclose them. What we do 
know, however, is that his tax plan is 
based on that of Bush’s. 

The price tag on Bush’s cuts became 
one of the biggest factors in the recent 
recession, contributing about $1.3 tril-
lion to the debt. Now, Romney wants to 
enact even more cuts, when our econo-

my is still recovering. He claims that his 
own plan will be “revenue-neutral” be-
cause he says that he will end tax breaks 
and loopholes.

However, he has never identified 
those tax breaks or loopholes. 

The rest of his economic plan is much 
like his tax plan. Romney says that he 
will cut non-defense spending by 5 per-
cent, but won’t say which programs it 
will affect. He claims that he will repeal 
all of President Obama’s regulations 
that burden the economy, but he won’t 
say which ones. Plus, he says that he 
will eliminate the health care reform, but 
won’t discuss how.

The only consistent part of his cam-
paign so far is his inconsistency—in 
his policies, his proposed plans and his 
opinions.

Right now, the U.S. requires a leader 
who is reliable, who has policies that 
have been put to use and proven to work, 
who supports one thing firmly and not 
another when it benefits himself. 

Mitt Romney, sadly, does not meet 
those requirements. u

Republican pReSidential candidate unfit to lead the countRy

The only consistent part 
of his campaign so far is 
his inconsistency—in his 
policies, his proposed 
plans and his opinions.
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As roughly 150 students file 
into AP Calculus AB or BC 
every day, it’s hard not to 

acknowledge that the once senior-
dominated classes have shifted dra-
matically to include more juniors, 
sophomores and, in rare cases, even 
freshmen than ever before.

A large portion of students take 
either Algebra 2 Honors or Algebra 
2 during their freshman year after 
skipping sixth- or seventh-grade 
math or taking geometry the sum-
mer before ninth grade. The stu-
dents following this path are left 
after junior year with few options of 
math classes to take, having already 
completed one of the two levels of 
calculus offered by the school.

With an increasing number of 
students completing calculus prior 
to senior year, the need for post-cal-
culus math has become especially 
evident to accommodate students’ 
academic needs.

While several students often take 
AP Statistics during their senior year, 
this class does not develop the skills 
and math concepts introduced in AP 
Calculus to a higher level. To several 

seniors, AP Statistics is significantly 
easier than math courses they have 
taken in previous years. Most stu-
dents will go on to take higher math 
levels in college, so it is necessary 
to practice and retain knowledge of 
calculus concepts.

The addition of higher-level math 
at Saratoga High 
such as a multivari-
able calculus course 
would give students 
the opportunity to 
develop and practice 
their knowledge of 
calculus while enjoy-
ing the ease and ad-
vantages of staying 
on-campus. While 
such higher-level 
math courses can be 
taken at community 
colleges, not every 
student who wishes 
to take the class may be able to due 
to extracurricular commitments or 
space in the class. 

Some courses conflict with the 
school day, while sports and oth-
ers extracurricular activities could 

prevent a 
prospective 
student from 
taking such a 
class.

A few local 
high schools 

such as Harker and Bellarmine have 
already recognized this flaw and 
continue to offer multivariable cal-
culus as an honors class to students 
who wish to continue their study of 
mathematics without having to turn 
to local community colleges or other 
options.

Saratoga High  is 
highly ranked for its 
success in math and 
science. It is only 
logical to provide 
opportunities for 
students to succeed 
in these areas.

Although the 
school’s budget is ex-
tremely tight in this 
economy and does 
not allow for drastic 
changes in the curric-
ulum, there is a high 
enough demand and 

number of students who would take 
the class to consider adding such a 
course in the near future. 

As more and more incoming stu-
dents enter freshman year having 
already completed math past alge-
bra, the need and demand for higher 
level math will only increase.

In order for students to challenge 
themselves and prepare for future 
careers, higher level math courses 
deserve a spot in the current cur-
riculum. u

If you could ask the president of the 
United States a single question, what 
would it be about? The economy? The 
presidential campaign? His favorite 
food?

Users of Reddit.com had just that 
opportunity on Aug. 29 when Presi-
dent Obama himself posted “I am Ba-
rack Obama, President of the United 
States—AMA” (Ask Me Anything). 
Approximately 1.6 million people from 
around the globe visited the web site 
on that single day and viewed 
Obama’s responses.

Self-proclaimed “front 
page of the Internet,” Reddit 
acts as a content aggregator; 
users submit a wide-variety 
of links from around the In-
ternet, ranging from serious 
articles on politics to images 
of cats with funny cap-
tions. 

The communi-
ty, or “hivemind” 
as users call it, 
judges these sub-
missions with either an “upvote” or a 
“downvote.” The overall popularity 
and ranking received by the submission 
is based on the total number of upvotes 
minus the total number of downvotes. 

Within the Reddit.com domain lie 
hundreds of “subreddits,” each dedi-
cated to a particular topic. The “IAMA” 
subreddit is dedicated to Q & A sessions 
with anyone with interesting story. 

While Obama responded to just 10 
questions, the sheer number of people 
trying to join in actually crashed Red-
dit and probably hindered Obama from 
answering more.

With his competitor, Mitt Romney, 
being labeled as unrelatable to the av-
erage American, Obama’s move to post 

on Reddit gained him plenty of favor 
and, as a result, more votes. According 
to Google DoubleClick Ad Planner, the 
median U.S. Reddit user is male, 25-34 
years old, has some college education 
and makes between $0-$25,000/year.

With such demographics and large 
daily traffic, Reddit was the perfect 
“campaign stop” on the Internet for 
Obama to secure young voters’ sup-
port. 

Obama’s opponents may point to 
one of Reddit’s controversies, including 
Anderson Cooper’s public criticism of 

Reddit for having subreddits 
dedicated to extremely of-
fensive material like pic-
tures of dead bodies and 
child pornography. Such 
material has been banned 
since February 2012.

 However, the overall 
positive image of Reddit has 

survived and prob-
ably expanded 
after Obama’s Q 
& A. As to how 
Obama was con-
vinced to do an 

AMA, the Reddit founders said on their 
blog that they worked for almost a year 
to get through the necessary channels to 
reach him. A few Redditors in the White 
House helped as well.

In a final update to his post before 
leaving, Obama praised the use of tech-
nology and the Internet to empower 
democracy and urged everyone to vote 
in November. As a final note, he de-
scribed the Reddit experience as “not 
bad!” referring to a popular meme of 
him expressing approval and a caption 
of “NOT BAD.” 

If Reddit did not already love Obama, 
his use of the meme would have gained 
him much additional adoration. Not 
bad, Mr. President! u
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BY StanleyYip

Obama? I read it

The dreadful months of praying 
for college acceptances from Califor-
nia State Universities (CSUs) may be a 
waste of time unless Gov. Jerry Brown’s 
“millionaire” tax proposal passes in the 
November election. Without Brown’s 
tax, the CSUs will turn away as many 
as 25,000 qualified applicants to combat 
budget cuts.

Brown’s “millionaire” proposal is a 
tax aimed at raising income and sales 
taxes, increasing taxes on the wealthy 
by 1 to 3 percent to fund education and 
public safety services, giving both UC 
schools and CSUs $125 million each. 
Expiring after four years, it would raise 
sales taxes by a 
quarter-cent while 
raising income tax-
es for those earn-
ing over $250,000, 
according to The 
Daily Californian.

If these mea-
sures fail, Califor-
nia students will have a lower chance of 
attending a school in their own state, an 
ironic and painful outcome.

According to the Los Angeles Times, 
CSUs and University of California 
schools have favored out-of-state ap-
plicants these past few years in order to 
create a more diverse student popula-
tion and also accept the extra income in 
the form of out-of-state tuition. 

Clearly, Brown’s proposal needs to 
be passed without hesitation in Novem-
ber. It wouldn’t affect the “millionaires” 
too much, but it would vastly help stu-
dents who have seen education cut so 
severely year after year.

If the proposal does not pass in No-
vember, the CSUs will lose $200 million 
and will not receive Brown’s $125 mil-
lion, resulting in a huge number of cut-
backs.

Even worse is that all 23 CSU cam-
puses have also jointly faced budget 
cuts of $750 million over the past year.

If the tax fails, the CSUs will decrease 
enrollment by about 25,000 students. 
Putting a further damper on the topic, 
the UCs are considering a 6 percent 
spike in annual tuition in 2013.

Applying to the CSUs may be point-
less for some if the admissions rate do 
in fact drop, according to the Daily Ti-
tan. Many colleges, logically, will only 
choose the best of the best, and those 
with average grades will lose their spots 
to 4.0-plus GPA students with innumer-
able volunteer hours and extracurricu-
lars.

The only other option would be for 
CSUs to charge 
more annually. Al-
though the CSUs 
have a significantly 
lower annual cost 
compared to that 
of private schools, 
it’s extremely un-
reasonable because 

CSU tuition has doubled since 2007, ac-
cording to the San Francisco Chronicle. 
Increasing tuition wouldn’t help par-
ents’ wallets, and the debts would fol-
low students for who knows how many 
years.

The California Aggie says the CSUs 
are beginning to feel uneasy when it 
comes to choosing the number of ad-
missions they should accept in 2013. 
Their administration can only guess at 
how many students and professors they 
can afford due to the indecision about 
the proposal so far.

The possibility of increased annual 
costs for colleges is bad enough, deny-
ing deserving students a college of their 
own state is unfair. Brown’s proposal 
has to be passed; otherwise, colleges 
will be turning away students who have 
all the qualifications to be accepted. u

CSU admissions depend 
on Brown’s tax proposal
BY JadeBisht

Without Brown’s tax, 
the CSUs will turn 
away as many as 

25,000 applicants to 
combat budget cuts.

Post-calc courses necessary 
to further math curriculum

PreSident cleverly gainS favor,
anSWerS QUeStionS on reddit.com
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So you’ve completed AP 
Calculus AB or BC ... Now 
what?

AP Statistics at school•	
Multivariable calculus, •	
differential equations or 
linear algebra at the com-
munity colleges
That’s it!•	

Post-calculus math
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BY SophieMattson
& PriyankaNookala

Air travel should be a safe and pleas-
ant experience for everyone, and airlines 
typically take it upon themselves to 
ensure passengers can sit back and en-
joy the flight. However, for 10-year-old 
Phoebe Klebahn, the experience was far 
from desirable.

Klebahn’s parents paid $99 extra to 
send her to science camp using United’s 
escort service for unaccompanied mi-
nors. On June 30, Klebahn was scheduled 
to travel from San Francisco to Michigan 
with a connecting flight in Chicago’s 
O’Hare International Airport. After Kle-
bahn landed in Chicago, she missed her 
connecting flight to Michigan because 
no one showed up to assist her.

United acted unprofessionally by 
making no effort to contact the parents to 
explain the situation or disclose that the 
service was actually outsourced to out-
side contractors. The parents deserved 
to know this information. 

Their uncaring response
United did not show concern over its 

failure to keep track of a child who was 
in their care. According to a letter written 
by Klebahn’s mother to the airline, when 
she had finally reached United person-
nel and learned that the plane had left 
on time without their daughter, United 
dismissively said, “It does not matter. 
She is still in Chicago and I am sure she 
is fine.” 

Nobody was willing to take respon-
sibility, acknowledge negligence or take 
the initiative to work toward giving the 
parents definitive answers. In addition 
to leaving the parents’ concerns unan-
swered, United also failed to attend to 
Klebahn’s repeated requests for help 
because they presumed someone would 
come soon enough.

Although Klebahn eventually did 
reach the camp safely, it was only after 
hours of waiting that Klebahn was put 
on a flight to Michigan. 

What actually happened
Klebahn was simply left without an 

escort and then pushed aside when she 
asked for help, showing United’s lack 
of concern for customer service. United, 
and other airlines who have “lost” unac-
companied minors in the past, has a dis-
torted sense of priorities if taking care of 
its own customers is not high on the list. 

According to NBC News, the airline 
did not apologize to the Klebahn family 
until the incident received media atten-
tion. United, however, gave its apology 
simply to protect the reputation of its 
business, not to show genuine care for 
the people who come to them.

To more effectively care and monitor 
minors traveling without their families, 
every airline should establish a system 
in which airport personnel are imme-
diately notified if a child has missed a 
flight. The concern for unaccompanied 
minors should be as strong as the atten-
tion the TSA places on the baggage of 
passengers and airport security. 

There should be an established pro-
tocol to keep tabs on the child’s where-
abouts and an immediate procedure to 
assist the child onto the next flight avail-
able to their destination.

Airlines could face even larger claims 
of punitive damage against them than 
the suit filed by Klebahn’s parents 
against United if the minors that they 
lose track of end up injured or missing 
from the airport itself. 

Although Klebahn wasn’t harmed 
and remained inside of the airport, it 
shouldn’t take a kidnapping or an injury 
in order to push the airlines to keep suf-
ficient attention on the minors entrusted 
in their care. u

United Air 
jeopardizes 
child safety

Electric vehicles unfeasible
candidcaricatures

HELEN WONG

This August, Tesla Motors an-
nounced that it will open its first Bay 
Area electric car service center in San 
Rafael. While many environmental 
activists applaud this move, it has sig-
nificant economic and environmental 
drawbacks.

Electric cars have been praised by car 
companies and environmental groups 
for their supposed “eco-friendliness” 
because they are powered by “zero-
emissions” electricity. Unfortunately, 
the majority of this electricity is pro-
duced by burning coal and petroleum, 
which still releases harmful pollutants 
into the atmosphere. 

According to the U.S. Department 
of Energy’s 2010 annual energy report, 
74 percent of our country’s electricity 
came from fossil fuels and petroleum, 
while only 8 percent came from renew-
able energy sources.

Furthermore, electric cars create 
solid waste in the form of car batter-
ies. Whereas defunct gas engines are 
reused, electric car batteries cannot be 
recycled safely, and are thus disposed 
of in landfills. 

Since the number of electric cars on 
the road is limited, battery disposal has 
not yet presented a huge a problem. But 
as the number of electric cars increases, 
more used car batteries will fill land-
fills, further compounding the trash 
problem. According to the New York 
Times, by 2020, about half a million bat-
teries from electric cars will have to be 
disposed of annually.

When electric cars first became pop-
ular, one of the main selling points was 
the cars’ low noise level. When driving 
an electric car, the engine is barely au-
dible to the driver and the passengers.

Unfortunately, the engine noise is 
also inaudible to pedestrians and out-
side traffic. This creates a huge problem 
to blind pedestrians who rely on a car’s 
engine noise to gauge its distance from 

themselves. In a 2011 study, the Nation-
al Highway Traffic Safety administra-
tion found that hybrid cars (running on 
their electric motors) have a higher col-
lision rate with pedestrians and cyclists 
than do gas-powered cars.

Perhaps the most prohibitive factor 
in the developing electric car industry 
is the cost. The Nissan Leaf, one of the 
least expensive electric cars on the mar-
ket, sells for $35,000 after the $8,000 fed-
eral rebate. The cheapest Tesla Model S 
electric car starts with a baseline price 
of $50,000 after the rebate.

Not only are electric cars substan-
tially more expensive, but the funds 
necessary to change the transportation 
infrastructure are also quite high. The 
cost for the actual electricity to charge 
the car is relatively insubstantial, but 
completely revamping gasoline stations 
to incorporate electric vehicle charging 
areas will prove to be excessively ex-
pensive. 

The basic electric charging stations 
cost anywhere from $5,000 to $20,000 
to build individually. According to the 
website Digital Trends, New York is 

spending $4.4 million on 325 charging 
stations. This equates to a staggering 
$13,000 per station!

While electric cars provide some (de-
batable) advantages, this much is clear: 
The current day electric car is not quite 
ready to solve the world’s pollution co-
nundrum. u

Is the school attractive enough?
BY AmyLin

Due to the unglamorous appearance 
of Saratoga High, students aren’t just 
talking about the workload when they 
joke that class is like a prison. In recent 
years, Saratoga High has moved to-
wards renovations that have improved 
the school. But other changes could 
also improve students’ experience. 

The administration should ask all 
students or faculty for suggestions 
before making future changes to the 
school, since the students who walk 
around the campus have a better idea 
of what needs help.

The classrooms’ interiors are actual-
ly nice. The classroom sizes are decent 
and the windows let in natural light. 
Especially in the science buildings, the 
spacious rooms and tables are placed 
for maximum usage.

The improvements to the school 
started in 1998 when the district was 
given money for repairs and remodel-
ing. Since no drastic repairs had taken 
place since the school’s opening in 1959, 
new modifications were long overdue. 

Since 1998, new buildings and utili-
ties have been added, including the sci-
ence wing, the McAfee Center and the 
track and football field. The swimming 
pool has also been changed.

The school has not only added facili-
ties, but it has also fixed up the older 
ones. Each building has been repainted 
and the heating and cooling systems 
have been added or repaired. Benches 
and other landscaping projects have 
added to the campus, and overall, the 
school is new looking. But not all of the 
changes have been for the better.

The black fence that was put in the 
parking lot contributes to the monoto-
nous color theme that seems to have 
taken over the school. While it serves 
the purpose of preventing students 
from crossing through the parking lot 
without the crosswalk, the fence can-
not stop students from climbing over it 
to avoid a longer detour.

Another shortcoming is the appear-
ance of the lockers: The grey simply 
does not work against a cream-colored 
wall. The rest of the school is mostly 
light, and the darkness of the lockers 
contrasts with it so that the school looks 
like a bad black and white movie. 

Adding to the horrid color schemes 
are the bright red numbers that are 
featured at every wing. While the rest 
of the school is toned down, the wing 
numbers are extremely overdone, and 
add a new meaning to the joke, “What’s 
black and white and red all over?”

Although the school isn’t flush with 

money right now, it could fundraise 
to further beautify the school. When 
people are looking to move, their first 
impression is based on the school’s 
outer appearance. Simple things, like a 
better color of paint or student murals 
could spice up the plain walls.

The school is integrated with the 
outside, so rain or harsher weather con-
ditions in the winter are often inconve-
nient. If the school adds a few over-
hangs around the school—especially 
at the science wing where students are 
constantly being rained on—students 
would be dry when running to classes. 
More weather protection could help 
prevent the exceptionally big puddle 
featured in the main hallway.

Another constant problem is the 
lack of clean bathrooms. The only time 
it is “clean” is in the morning when 
no one else has used it. By lunch time, 
each stall has its own unique way of 
making people leave without using it. 
The school could have custodians go 
in at lunch and at the end of the day, 
so that the bathroom stays slightly 
cleaner and people can use it instead 
of waiting until getting home.

The school has done well fixing up 
our old-fashioned buildings and cam-
pus, but more work still needs to be 
done. u

bigideaTH
E

Cost of cheapest electric vehicles
Nissan Leaf: Sells for $35,000 after 
$8,000 rebate
Tesla Model S: Baseline pice of $50,000 
after rebate

Cost of charging stations
325 charging stations in New York at 
$13,000 each, totaling $4.4 million

Electric cars’ sustainability
According to the New York Times, by 
2020, about half a million batteries 
from electric cars will have to be dis-
posed of annually.

Electric Vehicles

togatalks

senior Alex Wang

I would want 
everything, like 
lockers, to be 
indoors.”

senior Tim Park

I would paint a 
mural across the 
entirety of the 
quad.”

What would you 
do to change the 
appearance of 
the school?

junior Lauren Lin

I would add more 
flowers, because 
everything’s just 
brown.”

BY NickChow
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A typical weekday in the life of stu-
dents who prefer the cheesy goodness 
of a couple breadsticks over a quick run 
to Chipotle involves a mad rush to the 
cafeteria line next to the little 
theater. Having always been 
curious about the other side 
of the line, I challenged myself 
to do something outside of my 
radar: become a lunch lady for 
a day.

As I exited chemistry with a 
mind fresh off of significant fig-
ures, senior Andy Fang taught 
me the prices of each available 
item, spilling out price after 
price of this pizza, those fruit snacks, 
this drink and its differing price when 
in a carton. Fang has volunteered in the 
cafeteria since his freshman year, man-
ning the cash register every lunch period 
as he’d hand out change to peers.

“OK, tell me the cost if someone buys 
a piece of pizza, two breadsticks and a 
soda,” Fang quizzed, and with a quick 
calculation, I responded with the correct 
answer of $5.

If only those quick calculations had 
followed me inside the cafeteria.

Admittedly, pushing through the line 
of starving students gave me a sense of 
authority, especially when glances of 
jealous hunger were thrown my way as 

we arrived behind the counter.
Then, a thick stack of $1 bills 

was pushed into my hands and the 
first hungry student in line stared 
at me with expectant eyes, a look of 
starving impatience that provoked 
a small fear of mine that occasion-
ally causes an inconvenience for 
others, an odd phobia of pressure.

A slice of pizza, a bag of Chex 
Mix and a fruit soda adds up to 
$4 total...right? Change due, when 

given a $20 bill (which I should add were 
extremely convenient, note the sarcasm) 
was $16.

But as the sudden pressure of a line 
full of ravenous students weighed down 
on my shoulders, every single hour of 
math I had ever learned was thrown 
in the garbage as my brain repeatedly 
blanked out at each new student.

 My horrible memory didn’t come in 
handy for the next 20 minutes. As I con-

tinually messed up, Fang would thank-
fully save the day with the occasional 
correction of my errors as he’d grab dol-
lar bills from the wad 
in my hand, rushing 
over to the people who 
would walk away with 
incorrect change.

I caught a few looks 
of pity from friends 
who would pass 
through the line, but 
my brain was malfunc-
tioning so much that 
my only response was 
a heavy injection of 
a “help me” in half a 
smile.

Time flew by, not 
the effect of having fun 
but more the fast and 
hurried feeling of pressure sinking over 
me. I didn’t expect to breathe out with  
so much relief as I had when Fang men-
tioned that we could close up, and we 
walked out of the cafeteria into the cool 
air, grabbing our backpacks.

“Are you OK? You look...frazzled,”  
Fang commented as  we walked away.

Frazzled was one adjective that could 
correctly describe how I felt, but I actu-
ally felt more knowledgeable about the 

cafeteria system.
Seeing impatient stu-

dent after student wait 
expectantly, my brain felt 
fried with each new cal-
culation; I feel enlightened 
regarding what a lunch 
period is like for the lunch 
ladies.

 Next time I buy lunch 
from the cafeteria, I am go-
ing to order something with 
the payment ready (and 
not wadded in a sweaty 
tight ball), a bright smile 
and a loud thank you pre-
pared for whichever brave 
soul takes on the stressful 

task of being a lunch lady.
I recommend this civilized lunch line 

approach to my peers as well. I was sur-
prised by the occasional students who 
remarked that I should “hurry up!” fur-
ther increasing my exploding levels of 
stress. 

They know who they are. u

Working in cafeteria proves daunting 
BY JadeBisht

Bisht

Can you work at a stable?
My entire life, I have always seen horses as majes-

tic beasts that run like the wind, their manes flying 
gracefully behind them as they went off into the sun-
set. Only recently I realized that in reality, horses are 
intense pooping machines who enjoy lifting their tails 
and passing gas as you walk by.

Forcing myself awake at a whopping 7:30 a.m. on a 
Sunday, I got ready for a day at Garrod Farms, a stable 
in the hills above Saratoga that specializes in horses 
and wine tasting.  

At the stables, Santa Clara University student Kyle 
Gerner, who had worked at the stables since 2008 and 
had ridden horses since he was five, greeted me. Com-
fortably dressed in sturdy leather boots and a worn 
cowboy hat, he fit tidily into my preconception of a 
rugged All-American ranch hand.

As one of our introductory activities, the 6’2’’ Gern-
er easily swung a ten-pound saddle onto a horse about 
his height, while I, at 5’2’’, could barely manage to car-
ry the saddle, let alone place it on top of a horse taller 
than I am.

After swinging the saddle up as high as I could, and 
somehow getting it onto Flyer, a dark brown gelding, 
we moved onto bridling. Bridling is basically sticking a 
metal piece into the horse’s mouth so the rider can urge 
the horse in the right direction.

Though bridling seems deceptively simple, horses, 
like humans, actually dislike having strange and for-
eign objects jammed into their mouths. During my at-
tempt, the horse decided to jerk its head around and 
around, disgustingly slobbering on me the whole time, 
until Gerner finally came to rescue me, once again 
showing his superiority.

After bridling, we briskly moved through a myriad 
of tasks like filling feed buckets and scooping manure. 

cafeteria supervisor Pam Carlino

The [unsavory]
personalities that you 
sometimes encounter.”

cafeteria worker Diane Ray

Trying to get the food 
out in time is hard. 
But after 19 years of 
experience, I have it 
down.“

What’s the hardest part 
about working in the 
cafeteria?

BY AmyLin

FALCON // JADE BISHT

Above: At Garrod Farms, a stable nestled in the Saratoga 
hills, sophomore Amy Lin grudgingly sprays and rubs in 
butt fungus treatment on an infected pony’s rear end. 

Right: After clipping the lead onto the pony Simba’s halter, 
Lin leads the Shetland pony by pulling him along. 

FALCON // JADE BISHT

As part of my training, I had to spray and rub in butt 
fungus treatment on a pony’s lovely posterior. Adding 
to the joy of touching his rear end, I also had to chase 
after him because he refused to stay still.

Despite it all, the highlight of my visit was definitely 
leading a pony from one pen to another. After clipping 
the lead onto the Shetland pony Simba’s halter, I pulled 
him along with me. His long hair made him look like 
an equine rockstar; his absolute shortness and slow 

walk made him the cutest thing I’d seen all day.   
All in all, I loved my day at Garrod’s. I came home 

exhausted, smelling of horse manure and bug spray 
(which is sprayed out automatically from sprinkler-
like nozzles attached to the ceiling of the barn, unfortu-
nately for unknowing people standing under the spray 
like me), and ready to sleep. Working at the stables may 
be something I may want to do for real at some point, 
poop and all. u

A dAring Sophomore trieS her hAnd At working with horSeS

togatalks

bigideaTH
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Positives
Learning to respect those 
that take on the difficult job

Negatives
Dealing with impatient 
students who are hungry 
beasts

Take home lesson
Treat lunch ladies with love 
and kindness.
Bless their souls.

Being a lunch lady
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Most users begin their YouTube expe-
rience in a similar way: a harmless click 
on an initial video that often results in 
hours of video surfing addiction. How-
ever, the breadth and versatile types of 
videos on YouTube makes each individ-
ual’s connection to the site unique. 

To some, such as  junior Brian Lyu, 
YouTube is a gateway to hours of come-
dic videos and mental relaxation from 
schooling and homework. 

“I like to watch a channel called ‘bfvs-
gf’ where a couple competes to prank 
each other,” Lyu said. “The pranks they 
come up with are really funny and the 
victim’s reaction are always hilarious.” 

In addition to providing comedic re-
lief, YouTube allows users to keep up 
with current events.

“During the basketball season, I don’t 
have time to watch full NBA games,” 
Lyu said. “YouTube’s NBA channel up-
loads the best highlights for games I 
miss. I can see the really exciting things 
that happened and what teams are do-
ing well.”  

Also to be found on YouTube is a 
wealth of tutorials. Senior Allison Kim 
looks to YouTube for advice beauty and 
fashion tips. 

“I subscribe to a lot of YouTube gurus 
for makeup tips, hair tips, and fashion 
ideas,” Kim said. “There’s pretty much 
tutorials for people looking for anything 
and it’s a great source for life tips.”

Kim said that the “vlogging” (video 
blogging) style of YouTubers, for exam-

Frequenting college campuses such as Brigham 
Young University and Utah Valley University, 22-year-
old Andrew Hales’ goal is simple: Engage in and film 
awkward encounters. From holding random strangers’ 
hands to staring at people until they notice, each video 
is considerably more awkward than the last one.

This video is fewer than 20 seconds long, yet it has 
been viewed over 37 million times. Taken from footage 
of a local news broadcast, this interview of 10-year-old 
Jonathon Ware doesn’t end exactly the way interviewer 
had intended.

Upon being asked why a fifth of Americans can’t locate 
the United States on a world map, Teen Miss USA contestant 
Catilin Upton’s convoluted response quickly spread across 
the Internet, acquiring over 50 million views. “Education like 
such as in South Africa and, uh, the Iraq, everywhere like 
such as.”

You never quite know what you’ll find on the Inter-
net—in this case, it’s a whole series of videos devoted 
to putting everyday objects in a blender. The channel’s 
over 100 videos have a combined view count of near-
ly 200 million, and include everything from blending 
glow sticks to blending crowbars.

Kids React is a series in which kids are shown various vi-
ral videos on the Internet and asked to respond to questions 
about them. Topics range from Rebecca Black to President 
Obama’s announcement regarding the killing of Osama Bin 
Laden. Following the success of “Kids React”, TheFineBros 
debuted two spin-off series, “Teens React” and “Elders Re-
act.”

Antoine Dodson was only trying to save his sister 
from an intruder in the Lincoln Park housing project in 
Alabama—little did he know that his rant on the local 
news would later turn into a popular autotuned song. 
Phrases like “hide your kids, hide your wives” and “we 
gon’ find you” turned Dodson into an Internet celeb-
rity, and the song, autotuned by the Gregory brothers, 
even appeared on the Billboard Hot 100 list.

This low-budget commercial for taxidermist Chuck 
Testa quickly turned the phrase “Nope, Chuck Testa!” 
into an Internet meme. The original video has amassed 
over 12 million views so far—not too bad for a local 
business!

This video features puppet characters from J.K. Rowl-
ing’s Harry Potter series in a musical exploration to find 
the source of a mysterious ticking noise. An insanely 
catchy tune makes this video a favorite for many to sing 
along to.

People can’t seem to get enough of this video—with 
nearly 500 million views, it is the most-watched viral 
slip on YouTube. This video depicts 3-year-old Harry 
Davies-Carr and younger brother Charlie, who pro-
ceeds to bite the finger of his crying brother. Whether 
it’s Charlie’s overjoyed expressions or Harry’s British 
accent, the allure is uncertain, but there’s no doubt that 
this video is a must-see.

David Devore, then only 7, probably 
would have never expected that a trip to 
get a tooth pulled would result in mil-
lions of views and Internet fame. “Da-
vid After Dentist” has amassed over 100 
million views, making it one of the most 
watched and most quotable videos on 
YouTube. Is this real life?

Top 10 must-watch comedy segments

YOUTUBE CATCHPHRASES

I threw it on the ground!
-TheLonelyIsland

TEEHEE.
-NigaHiga

And as always... Have a nice 
day.
-FPSRussia

McKenna Galvin

Oppa Gangnam style!
-officalpsy

That’s so not frat dude.
-LifeAccordingToJimmy

But I’m not a rapper.
-MrDeshawnRaw

Bacon strips and bacon strips. 
More bacon!
-EpicMealTime

SHUT UP!
-smosh

Nikhil Goel & Rohan Rajeev

toptenVariety of videos caters to all students

Senior Joanna Lee puts on her head-
phones and listens to tunes from Leg-
end of Zelda: Skyward Sword. Next she 
picks up her viola and reads the musical 
notes to the tune, while practic-
ing the piece. Once Lee masters 
the piece, she relocates herself to 
her computer, where she records 
her cover of the song. She hits the 
record button on her computer, 
and then the magic begins.

For Lee, making music on her 
viola creates a whole other world 
of entertainment. In her free 
time, Lee plays popular video 
game music on her viola and posts her 
videos on YouTube through her channel, 
Classicalcatt.

According to Lee, it has been roughly 
two years since she has started her music 
channel. Lee’s main inspiration for start-
ing comes from her passion for music 
said. “I love sharing my music with oth-
ers who enjoy listening to it,” Lee said.

Over the past two years, her populari-
ty has grown and her videos on YouTube 
have accumulated 3,000 subscribers.

“Right now I have about 660,000 cu-
mulative views. I know many YouTu-
bers only care about their view count, 
but I really focus on making others smile 
with my music,” Lee said.

Her growing success has recently 

Will it blend: iPhone

Miss Teen USA 2007: South 
Carolina answers a question

Charlie bit my finger–again!

Kids react to Nyan Cat

Zombie kid likes turtles The Mysterious Ticking Noise

Bed Intruder Song!!!

Holding people’s hands

David After Dentist

Ojai Valley Taxidermy TV 
Commerical

Blendtech

IRamzay

HDCYT

TheFineBros

3mediapro NeilCicierega

schmoyoho

LAHWF

booba1234

ojaivalleytaxidermy

Why Do         Tube?YOU

togatalks

senior Juhi Patel

NigaHiga; “His 
videos make me 
laugh hysterically 
and I enjoy a 
quick video in my 
spare time.”

freshman Spencer Yen

Devinsupertramp; 
his videos make 
me want to go 
outside and do 
crazy things.”

What is your 
favorite YouTube 
channel and 
why?

Lee draws viewers 
with viola covers

junior Brandon Le

kassemg; “I’ve 
seen almost all 
of his videos and 
they are all really 
funny and make 
me laugh a lot.” 

Nigahiga, Smosh, Fred, RayWil-
liamJohnson, NickPitera, and 
Sxephil are all some of the 

channels on YouTube. Five of these 
names are names that many people 
would know. Nick Pitera is a singer 
almost nobody knows, yet he 
is more talented than the oth-
ers. He is only one example of 
a channel undeservedly cast 
under the shadow of Ameri-
ca’s favorite YouTubers.

Nigahiga and Smosh cre-
ate skits, aiming to get a 
laugh, Fred raises the pitch 
of his voice to sound like a 
mouse, RayWilliamJohnson rants 
about others’ videos, and Sxephil 
gives the public the funny news of the 
day. None of them belong at the top 
of the charts. 

They all have two basic flaws.  
First, they rely on comedy to enter-
tain their viewers. Second, they don’t 
have anything unique or  special to 
them, and are easy to replicate.

In addition to having a few million 
subscribers, many of these undeserv-
ing acts make more than $100,000 a 
year. This is completely ridiculous be-
cause most of them can’t act in a real 
situation.

Fred, for example, makes pointless 
skits and electronically modifies his 
voice, drawing in thousands of view-

ers. If his voice were normal, then he 
wouldn’t be funny at all. He wouldn’t 
even have 1,000 subscribers.

NigaHiga’s skits are rarely funny, 
and they are boring to watch. Like 
Fred, if analyzed critically, his videos 

wouldn’t make the charts. 
So if they aren’t amazing 

videos, then how are they 
number one? They do it by 
tricking viewers through vid-
eos that immediately appeal 
to the general audience, ones 
that people will watch wheth-
er or not they are good.

But once a viewer real-
izes that there is no substance nor tal-
ent involved, the fantasy should fall 
apart. That never happens, though, 
since these channels come out with 
new videos every week.

Yet I honestly wouldn’t care what 
the public watches except for the fact 
that who they watch also defines who 
they don’t. For every rising star, sadly, 
one must fall. These videos block out 
the real potential on YouTube.

Some of the best talents on the 
world are edged out by what? Bad 
jokes and audio effects.

A great talent lies in the shadow 
of every “humorous” act. We need 
to give the Nick Piteras on YouTube 
more attention and not have them 
shut out by our so-called stars. u 

Actual talent ‘smoshed’
by undeserving channels

Well basically...
-Shoenice

You’ve just been “Philled” in.
-sxephil

landed her a partnership with YouTube 
in which she gets a bit of profit monthly 
from each of her video uploads. How-
ever, Lee donates all of this money to 
a charity called Charity:Water, which 
brings clean, safe, drinking water to peo-

ple in developing countries.
Lee also has a strong and sup-

portive fan base, which she at-
tributes some of her success and 
inspiration to.

“I have about 1,100 Facebook 
fans as of now, and that’s how 
they usually are able to contact 
me with song requests and words 
of encouragement.”

Not only do Lee’s fans provide 
encouragement for her, but many have 
even been inspired by her music on You-
Tube.

“One girl who lives in the East Coast 
told me that she was inspired to start the 
viola after watching my videos, and that 
she rented a viola from her university,” 
she said. “Another guy messaged me 
saying that he burned my songs onto a 
CD so that he can listen to them in the 
car with his girlfriend.”
 These comments and stories keep 
Lee passionate about her work and they 
also help form friendships and connec-
tions through a love of music.
 Lee is becoming a growing phenom-
enon through her unique work and 
style, so get her autograph now. u 

BY RohanHardikar

Lee

ple her favorite channel “fromheadto-
toe,” has added a personal touch to her 
experience. 

“[‘fromheadtotoe’] just has a great 
personality besides the makeup,” Kim 
said. “I just love the outfits she sports 
and her reviews and I just feel like I can 
relate to her more.” 

While Lyu and Kim’s subscriptions 
contain channels such as “bfvsgf” and 
“fromheadtotoe” respectively, sopho-
more Amanda Le’s is filled with the 
channels of YouTube musicians such as 
Joseph Vincent and Lydia Paek. 

“I like how the YouTube artists 
put their own twists to their covers of 
songs,” Le said. “They get really creative 
with the music and sometimes it doesn’t 
even sound like the actual song.”

Le feels that YouTube artists seem to 
be just ordinary people through their 
vlogs and daily interactions separates 
them from the usual artists.

“Since they’re doing covers on their 
own and making their own songs, [the 
music] feels more real,” Le said. “Be-
cause [the music] isn’t edited for weeks 
in a studio, it’s more raw.”

Whether it’s music, comedy or fash-
ion, anyone can be entertained on You-
Tube.

“On TV sometimes you’ll flip through 
all your favorite channels and you won’t 
have anything to watch,” Le said. “But 
on YouTube, there’s an infinite number 
of videos that lead from one video to the 
next. There’s always something to click 
on and you never get bored.” u

BY BrandonJudoprasetijo

Sophomore Bruce Lou looks up NigaHiga, his favorite YouTube star in the school library.

FALCON // ARMAN VAZIRI

SUDEEP
RAJ

That’s so deep
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Most users begin their YouTube expe-
rience in a similar way: a harmless click 
on an initial video that often results in 
hours of video surfing addiction. How-
ever, the breadth and versatile types of 
videos on YouTube makes each individ-
ual’s connection to the site unique. 

To some, such as  junior Brian Lyu, 
YouTube is a gateway to hours of come-
dic videos and mental relaxation from 
schooling and homework. 

“I like to watch a channel called ‘bfvs-
gf’ where a couple competes to prank 
each other,” Lyu said. “The pranks they 
come up with are really funny and the 
victim’s reaction are always hilarious.” 

In addition to providing comedic re-
lief, YouTube allows users to keep up 
with current events.

“During the basketball season, I don’t 
have time to watch full NBA games,” 
Lyu said. “YouTube’s NBA channel up-
loads the best highlights for games I 
miss. I can see the really exciting things 
that happened and what teams are do-
ing well.”  

Also to be found on YouTube is a 
wealth of tutorials. Senior Allison Kim 
looks to YouTube for advice beauty and 
fashion tips. 

“I subscribe to a lot of YouTube gurus 
for makeup tips, hair tips, and fashion 
ideas,” Kim said. “There’s pretty much 
tutorials for people looking for anything 
and it’s a great source for life tips.”

Kim said that the “vlogging” (video 
blogging) style of YouTubers, for exam-

Frequenting college campuses such as Brigham 
Young University and Utah Valley University, 22-year-
old Andrew Hales’ goal is simple: Engage in and film 
awkward encounters. From holding random strangers’ 
hands to staring at people until they notice, each video 
is considerably more awkward than the last one.

This video is fewer than 20 seconds long, yet it has 
been viewed over 37 million times. Taken from footage 
of a local news broadcast, this interview of 10-year-old 
Jonathon Ware doesn’t end exactly the way interviewer 
had intended.

Upon being asked why a fifth of Americans can’t locate 
the United States on a world map, Teen Miss USA contestant 
Catilin Upton’s convoluted response quickly spread across 
the Internet, acquiring over 50 million views. “Education like 
such as in South Africa and, uh, the Iraq, everywhere like 
such as.”

You never quite know what you’ll find on the Inter-
net—in this case, it’s a whole series of videos devoted 
to putting everyday objects in a blender. The channel’s 
over 100 videos have a combined view count of near-
ly 200 million, and include everything from blending 
glow sticks to blending crowbars.

Kids React is a series in which kids are shown various vi-
ral videos on the Internet and asked to respond to questions 
about them. Topics range from Rebecca Black to President 
Obama’s announcement regarding the killing of Osama Bin 
Laden. Following the success of “Kids React”, TheFineBros 
debuted two spin-off series, “Teens React” and “Elders Re-
act.”

Antoine Dodson was only trying to save his sister 
from an intruder in the Lincoln Park housing project in 
Alabama—little did he know that his rant on the local 
news would later turn into a popular autotuned song. 
Phrases like “hide your kids, hide your wives” and “we 
gon’ find you” turned Dodson into an Internet celeb-
rity, and the song, autotuned by the Gregory brothers, 
even appeared on the Billboard Hot 100 list.

This low-budget commercial for taxidermist Chuck 
Testa quickly turned the phrase “Nope, Chuck Testa!” 
into an Internet meme. The original video has amassed 
over 12 million views so far—not too bad for a local 
business!

This video features puppet characters from J.K. Rowl-
ing’s Harry Potter series in a musical exploration to find 
the source of a mysterious ticking noise. An insanely 
catchy tune makes this video a favorite for many to sing 
along to.

People can’t seem to get enough of this video—with 
nearly 500 million views, it is the most-watched viral 
slip on YouTube. This video depicts 3-year-old Harry 
Davies-Carr and younger brother Charlie, who pro-
ceeds to bite the finger of his crying brother. Whether 
it’s Charlie’s overjoyed expressions or Harry’s British 
accent, the allure is uncertain, but there’s no doubt that 
this video is a must-see.

David Devore, then only 7, probably 
would have never expected that a trip to 
get a tooth pulled would result in mil-
lions of views and Internet fame. “Da-
vid After Dentist” has amassed over 100 
million views, making it one of the most 
watched and most quotable videos on 
YouTube. Is this real life?

Top 10 must-watch comedy segments

YOUTUBE CATCHPHRASES

I threw it on the ground!
-TheLonelyIsland

TEEHEE.
-NigaHiga

And as always... Have a nice 
day.
-FPSRussia

McKenna Galvin

Oppa Gangnam style!
-officalpsy

That’s so not frat dude.
-LifeAccordingToJimmy

But I’m not a rapper.
-MrDeshawnRaw

Bacon strips and bacon strips. 
More bacon!
-EpicMealTime

SHUT UP!
-smosh

Nikhil Goel & Rohan Rajeev

toptenVariety of videos caters to all students

Senior Joanna Lee puts on her head-
phones and listens to tunes from Leg-
end of Zelda: Skyward Sword. Next she 
picks up her viola and reads the musical 
notes to the tune, while practic-
ing the piece. Once Lee masters 
the piece, she relocates herself to 
her computer, where she records 
her cover of the song. She hits the 
record button on her computer, 
and then the magic begins.

For Lee, making music on her 
viola creates a whole other world 
of entertainment. In her free 
time, Lee plays popular video 
game music on her viola and posts her 
videos on YouTube through her channel, 
Classicalcatt.

According to Lee, it has been roughly 
two years since she has started her music 
channel. Lee’s main inspiration for start-
ing comes from her passion for music 
said. “I love sharing my music with oth-
ers who enjoy listening to it,” Lee said.

Over the past two years, her populari-
ty has grown and her videos on YouTube 
have accumulated 3,000 subscribers.

“Right now I have about 660,000 cu-
mulative views. I know many YouTu-
bers only care about their view count, 
but I really focus on making others smile 
with my music,” Lee said.

Her growing success has recently 
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senior Juhi Patel

NigaHiga; “His 
videos make me 
laugh hysterically 
and I enjoy a 
quick video in my 
spare time.”

freshman Spencer Yen

Devinsupertramp; 
his videos make 
me want to go 
outside and do 
crazy things.”

What is your 
favorite YouTube 
channel and 
why?

Lee draws viewers 
with viola covers

junior Brandon Le

kassemg; “I’ve 
seen almost all 
of his videos and 
they are all really 
funny and make 
me laugh a lot.” 

Nigahiga, Smosh, Fred, RayWil-
liamJohnson, NickPitera, and 
Sxephil are all some of the 

channels on YouTube. Five of these 
names are names that many people 
would know. Nick Pitera is a singer 
almost nobody knows, yet he 
is more talented than the oth-
ers. He is only one example of 
a channel undeservedly cast 
under the shadow of Ameri-
ca’s favorite YouTubers.

Nigahiga and Smosh cre-
ate skits, aiming to get a 
laugh, Fred raises the pitch 
of his voice to sound like a 
mouse, RayWilliamJohnson rants 
about others’ videos, and Sxephil 
gives the public the funny news of the 
day. None of them belong at the top 
of the charts. 

They all have two basic flaws.  
First, they rely on comedy to enter-
tain their viewers. Second, they don’t 
have anything unique or  special to 
them, and are easy to replicate.

In addition to having a few million 
subscribers, many of these undeserv-
ing acts make more than $100,000 a 
year. This is completely ridiculous be-
cause most of them can’t act in a real 
situation.

Fred, for example, makes pointless 
skits and electronically modifies his 
voice, drawing in thousands of view-

ers. If his voice were normal, then he 
wouldn’t be funny at all. He wouldn’t 
even have 1,000 subscribers.

NigaHiga’s skits are rarely funny, 
and they are boring to watch. Like 
Fred, if analyzed critically, his videos 

wouldn’t make the charts. 
So if they aren’t amazing 

videos, then how are they 
number one? They do it by 
tricking viewers through vid-
eos that immediately appeal 
to the general audience, ones 
that people will watch wheth-
er or not they are good.

But once a viewer real-
izes that there is no substance nor tal-
ent involved, the fantasy should fall 
apart. That never happens, though, 
since these channels come out with 
new videos every week.

Yet I honestly wouldn’t care what 
the public watches except for the fact 
that who they watch also defines who 
they don’t. For every rising star, sadly, 
one must fall. These videos block out 
the real potential on YouTube.

Some of the best talents on the 
world are edged out by what? Bad 
jokes and audio effects.

A great talent lies in the shadow 
of every “humorous” act. We need 
to give the Nick Piteras on YouTube 
more attention and not have them 
shut out by our so-called stars. u 

Actual talent ‘smoshed’
by undeserving channels

Well basically...
-Shoenice

You’ve just been “Philled” in.
-sxephil

landed her a partnership with YouTube 
in which she gets a bit of profit monthly 
from each of her video uploads. How-
ever, Lee donates all of this money to 
a charity called Charity:Water, which 
brings clean, safe, drinking water to peo-

ple in developing countries.
Lee also has a strong and sup-

portive fan base, which she at-
tributes some of her success and 
inspiration to.

“I have about 1,100 Facebook 
fans as of now, and that’s how 
they usually are able to contact 
me with song requests and words 
of encouragement.”

Not only do Lee’s fans provide 
encouragement for her, but many have 
even been inspired by her music on You-
Tube.

“One girl who lives in the East Coast 
told me that she was inspired to start the 
viola after watching my videos, and that 
she rented a viola from her university,” 
she said. “Another guy messaged me 
saying that he burned my songs onto a 
CD so that he can listen to them in the 
car with his girlfriend.”
 These comments and stories keep 
Lee passionate about her work and they 
also help form friendships and connec-
tions through a love of music.
 Lee is becoming a growing phenom-
enon through her unique work and 
style, so get her autograph now. u 

BY RohanHardikar

Lee

ple her favorite channel “fromheadto-
toe,” has added a personal touch to her 
experience. 

“[‘fromheadtotoe’] just has a great 
personality besides the makeup,” Kim 
said. “I just love the outfits she sports 
and her reviews and I just feel like I can 
relate to her more.” 

While Lyu and Kim’s subscriptions 
contain channels such as “bfvsgf” and 
“fromheadtotoe” respectively, sopho-
more Amanda Le’s is filled with the 
channels of YouTube musicians such as 
Joseph Vincent and Lydia Paek. 

“I like how the YouTube artists 
put their own twists to their covers of 
songs,” Le said. “They get really creative 
with the music and sometimes it doesn’t 
even sound like the actual song.”

Le feels that YouTube artists seem to 
be just ordinary people through their 
vlogs and daily interactions separates 
them from the usual artists.

“Since they’re doing covers on their 
own and making their own songs, [the 
music] feels more real,” Le said. “Be-
cause [the music] isn’t edited for weeks 
in a studio, it’s more raw.”

Whether it’s music, comedy or fash-
ion, anyone can be entertained on You-
Tube.

“On TV sometimes you’ll flip through 
all your favorite channels and you won’t 
have anything to watch,” Le said. “But 
on YouTube, there’s an infinite number 
of videos that lead from one video to the 
next. There’s always something to click 
on and you never get bored.” u

BY BrandonJudoprasetijo

Sophomore Bruce Lou looks up NigaHiga, his favorite YouTube star in the school library.
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Students say he is the hardest math 
teacher, possibly the hardest teacher on 
campus. Some students walk through 

his door on the first day 
fearful of the year. In fact, 
his supposed strictness 
has become somewhat 
of an inside joke among 
students. 

 However, as the years 
go on, students are dis-
covering that math teach-
er PJ Yim has a more hu-
morous side.

On his wall are many posters that 
have amusing or motivation-
al phrases. Many of them 
say “Be Like Cactus.” As 
it turns out, there’s an 
oft-repeated story with 
that phrase.

Yim had a girlfriend, 
and according to Yim, 
she was moody and 
upset all the time. Dur-
ing one of her unhappy 
moods, Yim bought her a 
cactus to cheer her up.

“Bringing your girlfriend 
a cactus is a very weird thing 
to do,” Yim said. “But I brought 
her a cactus because a cactus is resil-
ient in a harsh environment and re-
sourceful in times of scarcity. I wanted 
her to be like cactus.”

His girlfriend was not so apprecia-
tive of the gesture.

“She said, ‘Do I look like a cactus to 
you?’” Yim recalls with a laugh. “‘Am I 

really that ugly?’”   
Yim then explained to her that the 

meaning of the cactus was not its physi-
cal appearance, but its inner qualities.

“No, I bought you a cactus instead 
of a rose because you’re going through 
a rough patch in your life, and I want 

you to be like cac-
tus  strong even 

during times 
of drought,” 

Yim said. “I 

didn’t want to get you a rose because a 
rose would wither away.”

Yim said that he broke up with her 
shortly because he was sick of her nega-
tive attitude and her lack of appreciation 
of his gesture.

Other posters on his wall tell other sto-
ries. Another drawing, a pencil-drawn 
caricature of Yim as a fire-breathing 
dragon, is labeled “The Yim Dragon.”

“Ah, the ‘Yim Dragon.’ Some student 
several years ago drew me as a fire-
breathing dragon on his homework. I 
confiscated it, thought it was pretty fun-
ny, and put it up on the wall,” Yim said.

However, Yim says that his stories 
are meant to teach something rather 

than to get laughs.
 “I tell stories to make a point,” 

Yim said. “I’m not trying to be funny.”
Many of his stories teach key con-

cepts. For example, he once told a story 
about struggling to read Shakespeare 
to illustrate the point that math is like 
Shakespeare: The language is compli-
cated, but the core concept is simple and 
beautiful.

As for his perceived toughness, Yim 
says that most students believe that he is 
impossibly hard because of rumors and 
gossip. But no matter what people say, 
Yim’s humorous side shines through 
from behind his stern facade. 

“I don’t smile,” Yim said. He takes 
a bite of a sandwich and grins, “except 

when I’m eating.” u

Class was never boring with now-
retired science teacher Bob Kucer. 
Kucer would often enjoy giving his 
students a hard time with his witty 
humor.

Junior Eric Taw fondly remembers 
one of Kucer’s many quick-witted 
moments.

“Once my parents gave me a 
Christmas present to give to him and 
it was a box of See’s Candy,” Taw 
said. “He just looked at it and said, 
‘What kind of poison did you put in 
this?’ He was really funny that way.”

Another memory Taw recalls is 
Kucer’s good-natured way of joking 

with students in class.
“There was this one time where 

Mr. Kucer showed us a video and it 
paused because it needed to buffer. 
Someone said it needed to reach its 
buffering capacity,” Taw said.

In response to the student’s chem-
istry pun, Kucer laughed and made 
an irreverent gesture.

Kucer’s sense of humor served as 
a valuable asset during his years of 
teaching. It kept students aware and 
engaged throughout the 95-minute 
block periods.

“Humor keeps people awake and 
paying attention for the next joke,” 
Taw said. “That way they pay atten-
tion for the rest of the class.” u

The science department is popular 
for having quirky and witty teach-
ers, each unique in their own way, 
but none are 
quite like sci-
ence teacher 
Lisa Co-
chrum.

S o p h o -
more Abhi 
Dankar has 
plenty of 
memorable 
stories about 
C o c h r u m , 
his freshman 
biology teacher.

The class had been learning about 
the food pyramid and what foods 
were necessary to keep healthy, 
prompting Cochrum into one of her 
colorful stories.

“Ms. Cochrum was climbing a 
mountain 
and 

was really scared,” Dankar said. “The 
man climbing above her had stopped 
and she was really confused.”

The man had passed out and was 
blocking Cochrum’s way.

“She knew 
that he needed 
energy, so she 
grabbed her 
bag, pulled out 
some chips and 
fed him,” Dan-
kar said. “Even-
tually he got up 
and continued 
climbing.”

Dankar ad-
mits that the 

story may have been a little exagger-
ated, but still “stuck with me because 
I was sort of amazed that she saved 
him like that.”  

Cochrum is well-known for her 
crazy adventures and stories, but not 
remembered as often for the lesson 
behind them.

Cochrum’s story not only thor-
oughly entertained the class but 

also made it memorable that 
carbohydrates are necessary 

to function.
“I still sort of laugh 

about it to this day, just 
because it’s so crazy,” 
Dankar said. “Her sto-
ries really do have a 
big impact on the class-
room. It became every-
one’s favorite class.” u

Senior Maggy Liu recalls a particular-
ly memorable story from her freshman 
year biology class with Kristen Thom-
son.

“It was the end of 
the year, so we were on 
the reproductive unit 
and were talking about 
pregnancy,” Liu said, 
“Mrs. Thomson wanted 
to show us how far the 
cervix had to expand in 
order for the baby to get 
out.”

Thomson took her hands, measured a 
centimeter and began to expand them. 

“She just kept making these ‘I know’ 

faces and saying things like ‘Oh, you 
think it stops here? It gets bigger. It gets 
bigger!’” Liu said.

 When Thomson’s hands reached 
10 centimeters, she looked around the 

classroom with a “com-
pletely self-satisfied 
face.” 

“It was as if she was 
totally pleased with her-
self for grossing a class of 
freshmen out,” Liu said.

Even though she was 
horrified in the moment, 
Liu does admit that it 
helped her learn. 

“Three years later and I still remem-
ber that story,” Liu said. “It definitely 
made an impact.” u 

Grossed-out freshmen

BY LaurenLouie

BY LaurenLouie

Engaging students 
in carbohydrates

Classroom
Hum   r

BY LaurenLouie

Humor maintains 
student’s attention

It was just a normal day at school for 
physics teacher Kirk Davis when sud-
denly, the students in the classroom had 
to be evacuated.

Three years ago, Davis as-
signed his regular physics class 
to do an end-of-the-year project 
where students were allowed to 
create whatever they wanted. 
The students just had to run the 
idea by Davis before starting. 

Two students decided to make 
a Rubens tube, a physics device 
used to demonstrate acoustic 
standing waves. The two students used 
a PVC tube and drilled holes through 
aluminum tape on top of the tube to 
model it after one of the devices in Da-
vis’ room. 

According to Davis, the model was 
supposed to be airtight, but some gas 
from the flame leaked out between the 
PVC tube and the aluminum, and since 

the PVC tube was burn-
ing, it caused the pipe to 
melt and burn, Davis 
said.

When the pipe 
burned, Da-
vis evacuated 
the room and 
followed the 
proper pro-
cedure for 
s e c u r i n g 
the science 
classroom. 
Davis said 
he turned 

the exhaust fan 
on, cut the gas 
off and let the 
smoke clear be-
fore allowing 
the students 
to return to 
finish the 
class.

“ T h e r e 
was no real 
danger, but 
it was pretty 
funny and a little 
exciting,” Davis said. “ T h e y 
also ended up burning their speaker that 
was attached to the end of the pipe.”

Besides creating a danger in the class-
room, the two students had other prob-
lems.

“I asked them if they had a Power-
Point slide show to demonstrate the 
project, but they didn’t,” Davis said. “So 
their grade took a bit of a hit. I couldn’t 
get too mad since they weren’t trying to 
burn down the science building or any-
thing.”

After this incident, Davis said, he’s 
become “a little more cautious” when 
assigning open-ended projects. u

Physics final project 
leads to fire, evacuation
BY AmyJan

TeacherS and STudenTS reflecT on The moST humorouS TimeS in 
The claSSroom and how They impacT The learning environmenT.

BY BruceLou

Yim’s stories contrast with tough reputation
GRAPHIC BY MICHELLE SHU

Liu Thomson

Señor fosters relaxed learning environment with humor
BY AndyFang

Now in his 39th year of 
teaching, Spanish teacher Ar-
naldo Rodriguex, who is known 
colloquially (and fondly) as Se-
ñor, has lost nothing of the viva-
cious spirit that has made him 
beloved by students through-
out the years. 

Look in his room, and it 
wouldn’t be shock-inducing 
to see him gyrating his hips 
and expertly booty popping to 
Beyonce in Spanish (it’s been 
done). ¡Arriba! 

“Rodriguex has very femi-
nine dance moves,” said senior 
David Ball, who has had Ro-
driguex for Spanish 4 Honors 
and is currently in his AP Span-
ish class. “He gets really into it 

[when he dances].”
Rodriguex approaches teach-

ing in a way that reflects his life 
philosophy. 

“I have always [had a 
sense of humor],” Rodriguex 
said. “No humor and no 
laughter are not healthy in 
my book.”

Senior Shireen Kaul, who 
has had Rodriguex for two 
years, is well acquainted 
with Rodriguex’s sense of 
humor. 

“Most of the time, [Rodri-
guex] is the one who’s laughing 
the most at his own jokes,” Kaul 
said. “He tries to drop them as 
many times as possible.”

Added Ball: “His sense of 
humor is very random and not 
something you would expect 

from a teacher,” Ball said. “It’s 
very entertaining and usually 
wakes students up.”

Both Rodriguex and his stu-

dents concede that his sense of 
humor can be a little jarring, 
particularly on the first day of 
class. However, students soon 
get accustomed to and appreci-
ate his personality. 

“His jokes can be a little 

more mature, compared to most 
teachers,” Kaul said. “But that’s 
the fun of the class.”

Nevertheless, students seem 
to find this high dosage of 
humor a boon to the learning 
experience.

“[His jokes] set up the 
mood for the class so you’re 
not as tense; instead, you’re 
relaxed and comfortable,” 
Kaul said. 

This informal atmosphere 
of jokes and conversations 
(all in Spanish, of course) has 

made it conducive for students 
to forge friendships with Rodri-
guex. 

Rodriguex attributes his up-
bringing with his teaching phi-
losophy. 

“In Costa Rica, teachers were 

always joking around and hav-
ing fun with their students,” 
Rodriguex said.  

Though Rodriguex can eas-
ily tell jokes at a moment’s no-
tice, he does have difficulty pin-
pointing exactly when students 
seem to find him funniest. 

“[Students seem to] laugh at 
just about everything I say,” Ro-
driguex said. 

As part of the experience of 
learning a foreign language, 
Rodriguex acknowledges the 
likelihood of making humorous 
mistakes.

“Humor is always created by 
students making pronunciation 
errors in Spanish, which are 
probably as funny as the ones 
I make when I speak English,” 
Rodriguex said. u

  I have always [had a 
sense of humor]. No hu-
mor and no laughter and 
not healthy in my book.

Spanish teacher 
Arnaldo Rodriguex

Senior reminiSceS on memorable momenT 
in freShman biology claSS wiTh ThomSon

cochrum drawS on odd climbing
experience To STimulaTe learning

sophomore Abhi Dankar

She knew that he 
needed energy, so she 
grapped her bag, pulled 
out some chips and 
fed him...Eventually he 
got up and continued 
climbing.”

Davis
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The class
Davis’s regular physics class three years 
ago

The project
A Rubens tube, a device used to dem-
onstrate acoustic standing waves

The materials
A PVC tube, aluminum tape and a drill.

The outcome
The PVC tube caused the pipe to melt 
and burn, leading a classroom evacua-
tion

Final physics project
turns ugly

Yim
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Students say he is the hardest math 
teacher, possibly the hardest teacher on 
campus. Some students walk through 

his door on the first day 
fearful of the year. In fact, 
his supposed strictness 
has become somewhat 
of an inside joke among 
students. 

 However, as the years 
go on, students are dis-
covering that math teach-
er PJ Yim has a more hu-
morous side.

On his wall are many posters that 
have amusing or motivation-
al phrases. Many of them 
say “Be Like Cactus.” As 
it turns out, there’s an 
oft-repeated story with 
that phrase.

Yim had a girlfriend, 
and according to Yim, 
she was moody and 
upset all the time. Dur-
ing one of her unhappy 
moods, Yim bought her a 
cactus to cheer her up.

“Bringing your girlfriend 
a cactus is a very weird thing 
to do,” Yim said. “But I brought 
her a cactus because a cactus is resil-
ient in a harsh environment and re-
sourceful in times of scarcity. I wanted 
her to be like cactus.”

His girlfriend was not so apprecia-
tive of the gesture.

“She said, ‘Do I look like a cactus to 
you?’” Yim recalls with a laugh. “‘Am I 

really that ugly?’”   
Yim then explained to her that the 

meaning of the cactus was not its physi-
cal appearance, but its inner qualities.

“No, I bought you a cactus instead 
of a rose because you’re going through 
a rough patch in your life, and I want 

you to be like cac-
tus  strong even 

during times 
of drought,” 

Yim said. “I 

didn’t want to get you a rose because a 
rose would wither away.”

Yim said that he broke up with her 
shortly because he was sick of her nega-
tive attitude and her lack of appreciation 
of his gesture.

Other posters on his wall tell other sto-
ries. Another drawing, a pencil-drawn 
caricature of Yim as a fire-breathing 
dragon, is labeled “The Yim Dragon.”

“Ah, the ‘Yim Dragon.’ Some student 
several years ago drew me as a fire-
breathing dragon on his homework. I 
confiscated it, thought it was pretty fun-
ny, and put it up on the wall,” Yim said.

However, Yim says that his stories 
are meant to teach something rather 

than to get laughs.
 “I tell stories to make a point,” 

Yim said. “I’m not trying to be funny.”
Many of his stories teach key con-

cepts. For example, he once told a story 
about struggling to read Shakespeare 
to illustrate the point that math is like 
Shakespeare: The language is compli-
cated, but the core concept is simple and 
beautiful.

As for his perceived toughness, Yim 
says that most students believe that he is 
impossibly hard because of rumors and 
gossip. But no matter what people say, 
Yim’s humorous side shines through 
from behind his stern facade. 

“I don’t smile,” Yim said. He takes 
a bite of a sandwich and grins, “except 

when I’m eating.” u

Class was never boring with now-
retired science teacher Bob Kucer. 
Kucer would often enjoy giving his 
students a hard time with his witty 
humor.

Junior Eric Taw fondly remembers 
one of Kucer’s many quick-witted 
moments.

“Once my parents gave me a 
Christmas present to give to him and 
it was a box of See’s Candy,” Taw 
said. “He just looked at it and said, 
‘What kind of poison did you put in 
this?’ He was really funny that way.”

Another memory Taw recalls is 
Kucer’s good-natured way of joking 

with students in class.
“There was this one time where 

Mr. Kucer showed us a video and it 
paused because it needed to buffer. 
Someone said it needed to reach its 
buffering capacity,” Taw said.

In response to the student’s chem-
istry pun, Kucer laughed and made 
an irreverent gesture.

Kucer’s sense of humor served as 
a valuable asset during his years of 
teaching. It kept students aware and 
engaged throughout the 95-minute 
block periods.

“Humor keeps people awake and 
paying attention for the next joke,” 
Taw said. “That way they pay atten-
tion for the rest of the class.” u

The science department is popular 
for having quirky and witty teach-
ers, each unique in their own way, 
but none are 
quite like sci-
ence teacher 
Lisa Co-
chrum.

S o p h o -
more Abhi 
Dankar has 
plenty of 
memorable 
stories about 
C o c h r u m , 
his freshman 
biology teacher.

The class had been learning about 
the food pyramid and what foods 
were necessary to keep healthy, 
prompting Cochrum into one of her 
colorful stories.

“Ms. Cochrum was climbing a 
mountain 
and 

was really scared,” Dankar said. “The 
man climbing above her had stopped 
and she was really confused.”

The man had passed out and was 
blocking Cochrum’s way.

“She knew 
that he needed 
energy, so she 
grabbed her 
bag, pulled out 
some chips and 
fed him,” Dan-
kar said. “Even-
tually he got up 
and continued 
climbing.”

Dankar ad-
mits that the 

story may have been a little exagger-
ated, but still “stuck with me because 
I was sort of amazed that she saved 
him like that.”  

Cochrum is well-known for her 
crazy adventures and stories, but not 
remembered as often for the lesson 
behind them.

Cochrum’s story not only thor-
oughly entertained the class but 

also made it memorable that 
carbohydrates are necessary 

to function.
“I still sort of laugh 

about it to this day, just 
because it’s so crazy,” 
Dankar said. “Her sto-
ries really do have a 
big impact on the class-
room. It became every-
one’s favorite class.” u

Senior Maggy Liu recalls a particular-
ly memorable story from her freshman 
year biology class with Kristen Thom-
son.

“It was the end of 
the year, so we were on 
the reproductive unit 
and were talking about 
pregnancy,” Liu said, 
“Mrs. Thomson wanted 
to show us how far the 
cervix had to expand in 
order for the baby to get 
out.”

Thomson took her hands, measured a 
centimeter and began to expand them. 

“She just kept making these ‘I know’ 

faces and saying things like ‘Oh, you 
think it stops here? It gets bigger. It gets 
bigger!’” Liu said.

 When Thomson’s hands reached 
10 centimeters, she looked around the 

classroom with a “com-
pletely self-satisfied 
face.” 

“It was as if she was 
totally pleased with her-
self for grossing a class of 
freshmen out,” Liu said.

Even though she was 
horrified in the moment, 
Liu does admit that it 
helped her learn. 

“Three years later and I still remem-
ber that story,” Liu said. “It definitely 
made an impact.” u 
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Humor maintains 
student’s attention

It was just a normal day at school for 
physics teacher Kirk Davis when sud-
denly, the students in the classroom had 
to be evacuated.

Three years ago, Davis as-
signed his regular physics class 
to do an end-of-the-year project 
where students were allowed to 
create whatever they wanted. 
The students just had to run the 
idea by Davis before starting. 

Two students decided to make 
a Rubens tube, a physics device 
used to demonstrate acoustic 
standing waves. The two students used 
a PVC tube and drilled holes through 
aluminum tape on top of the tube to 
model it after one of the devices in Da-
vis’ room. 

According to Davis, the model was 
supposed to be airtight, but some gas 
from the flame leaked out between the 
PVC tube and the aluminum, and since 

the PVC tube was burn-
ing, it caused the pipe to 
melt and burn, Davis 
said.

When the pipe 
burned, Da-
vis evacuated 
the room and 
followed the 
proper pro-
cedure for 
s e c u r i n g 
the science 
classroom. 
Davis said 
he turned 

the exhaust fan 
on, cut the gas 
off and let the 
smoke clear be-
fore allowing 
the students 
to return to 
finish the 
class.

“ T h e r e 
was no real 
danger, but 
it was pretty 
funny and a little 
exciting,” Davis said. “ T h e y 
also ended up burning their speaker that 
was attached to the end of the pipe.”

Besides creating a danger in the class-
room, the two students had other prob-
lems.

“I asked them if they had a Power-
Point slide show to demonstrate the 
project, but they didn’t,” Davis said. “So 
their grade took a bit of a hit. I couldn’t 
get too mad since they weren’t trying to 
burn down the science building or any-
thing.”

After this incident, Davis said, he’s 
become “a little more cautious” when 
assigning open-ended projects. u

Physics final project 
leads to fire, evacuation
BY AmyJan

TeacherS and STudenTS reflecT on The moST humorouS TimeS in 
The claSSroom and how They impacT The learning environmenT.

BY BruceLou

Yim’s stories contrast with tough reputation
GRAPHIC BY MICHELLE SHU
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Señor fosters relaxed learning environment with humor
BY AndyFang

Now in his 39th year of 
teaching, Spanish teacher Ar-
naldo Rodriguex, who is known 
colloquially (and fondly) as Se-
ñor, has lost nothing of the viva-
cious spirit that has made him 
beloved by students through-
out the years. 

Look in his room, and it 
wouldn’t be shock-inducing 
to see him gyrating his hips 
and expertly booty popping to 
Beyonce in Spanish (it’s been 
done). ¡Arriba! 

“Rodriguex has very femi-
nine dance moves,” said senior 
David Ball, who has had Ro-
driguex for Spanish 4 Honors 
and is currently in his AP Span-
ish class. “He gets really into it 

[when he dances].”
Rodriguex approaches teach-

ing in a way that reflects his life 
philosophy. 

“I have always [had a 
sense of humor],” Rodriguex 
said. “No humor and no 
laughter are not healthy in 
my book.”

Senior Shireen Kaul, who 
has had Rodriguex for two 
years, is well acquainted 
with Rodriguex’s sense of 
humor. 

“Most of the time, [Rodri-
guex] is the one who’s laughing 
the most at his own jokes,” Kaul 
said. “He tries to drop them as 
many times as possible.”

Added Ball: “His sense of 
humor is very random and not 
something you would expect 

from a teacher,” Ball said. “It’s 
very entertaining and usually 
wakes students up.”

Both Rodriguex and his stu-

dents concede that his sense of 
humor can be a little jarring, 
particularly on the first day of 
class. However, students soon 
get accustomed to and appreci-
ate his personality. 

“His jokes can be a little 

more mature, compared to most 
teachers,” Kaul said. “But that’s 
the fun of the class.”

Nevertheless, students seem 
to find this high dosage of 
humor a boon to the learning 
experience.

“[His jokes] set up the 
mood for the class so you’re 
not as tense; instead, you’re 
relaxed and comfortable,” 
Kaul said. 

This informal atmosphere 
of jokes and conversations 
(all in Spanish, of course) has 

made it conducive for students 
to forge friendships with Rodri-
guex. 

Rodriguex attributes his up-
bringing with his teaching phi-
losophy. 

“In Costa Rica, teachers were 

always joking around and hav-
ing fun with their students,” 
Rodriguex said.  

Though Rodriguex can eas-
ily tell jokes at a moment’s no-
tice, he does have difficulty pin-
pointing exactly when students 
seem to find him funniest. 

“[Students seem to] laugh at 
just about everything I say,” Ro-
driguex said. 

As part of the experience of 
learning a foreign language, 
Rodriguex acknowledges the 
likelihood of making humorous 
mistakes.

“Humor is always created by 
students making pronunciation 
errors in Spanish, which are 
probably as funny as the ones 
I make when I speak English,” 
Rodriguex said. u

  I have always [had a 
sense of humor]. No hu-
mor and no laughter and 
not healthy in my book.

Spanish teacher 
Arnaldo Rodriguex

Senior reminiSceS on memorable momenT 
in freShman biology claSS wiTh ThomSon

cochrum drawS on odd climbing
experience To STimulaTe learning

sophomore Abhi Dankar

She knew that he 
needed energy, so she 
grapped her bag, pulled 
out some chips and 
fed him...Eventually he 
got up and continued 
climbing.”

Davis
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The class
Davis’s regular physics class three years 
ago

The project
A Rubens tube, a device used to dem-
onstrate acoustic standing waves

The materials
A PVC tube, aluminum tape and a drill.

The outcome
The PVC tube caused the pipe to melt 
and burn, leading a classroom evacua-
tion

Final physics project
turns ugly

Yim
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Assembling the dream athlete

There are 22 players on the football field. 
Eleven play offense, hoping to push the 
ball into the endzone. The other 11 play de-

fense, putting their bodies on the line to force a 
turnover and stop drives. 

To master a sport as demanding as football, an 
athlete must hone the main qualities of the vari-
ous positions, players said. 

“Every position needs speed because if you are 
faster than somebody, you can outwork them,” 
senior full back Bryson Yates said.  “When I run 
along the sidelines, my speed gets me around the 
edge and gets me a lot of touchdowns.” 

In contrast, if a defensive player charges at the 
opposing player faster than that player comes at 
him, then that extra force gives him more power 
into his tackle.  Yates is able to maintain his fast 
sprinting pace by conditioning outside of foot-
ball practices. 

“I run on the track team so that really helps 
with my speed. We condition a couple times a 
week,” Yates said. “I do a lot of lifts for my legs 

and a lot of cardio to keep our lungs big.” 
Besides speed, raw power makes great players 

on both sides of the ball. For the Falcons, junior 
Mike Fitzsimmons, senior Henry Wei and senior 
Zach Hansen are some of the strongest players 
on the football team.   

“I need to use my hands a lot to throw people 
so my upper body strength really helps me get 
rid of them,” Fitzsimmons said.

Wrestling has shaped Fitzsimmons’s figure 
and provided him with techniques that he incor-
porates in his football game.

“My wrestling stance really helps me stay low 
and a lot of this leg strength comes from wres-
tling,” Fitzsimmons said. “[Wrestling] helps with 
my explosiveness from the ground and it helps 
me fire up and get my arms up.”  

The most important player on the field is prob-
ably the quarterback, a position that requires a 
strong and accurate throwing arm. Falcon play-
ers say they are lucky to have junior Jonathan 
Walters playing this position.

The girls’ tennis team is one of the school’s 
best sports teams. In 2010, they had a per-
fect season of 25-0, and last year they came 

close to repeating that season when they went 
21-5.

 What makes the girls great at tennis involves 
much more than the ability to swing a racket. 

“[The most important skills to being good at 
offense] are speed, strength and confidence,” ju-
nior singles No. 1 player Kalyani Narayan said. 
“Also, mental strength [is important], so when 
you are losing, you can still win in the end.”  

According to senior No. 2 singles player Ni-
harika Bedekar, Narayan has a combination of 
strength and accuracy that makes her one of the 
best players on the team on offense.

“I think Kalyani’s forehands and backhands 
cross court are really lethal,” Bedekar said. “She 
hits really good angles cross court and she’ll hit 
it to a corner and it’ll jet off the court and it is re-
ally hard to get it back against her.”

Narayan also excels in hitting her serves where 

she wants them with considerable strength. 
“Kalyani has the best serve because she lo-

cates it really well, so it will be at the corner and 
she will ace her serves,” said Bedekar. 

Narayan isn’t the only player who excels in 
offense. Bedekar has mastered the ability to do a 
one-handed backhand.

“My first coach wanted me to try [a one-hand-
ed backhand], so I did and I ended up liking it 
because you can reach a lot more with one hand 
and opponents don’t expect it,” Bedekar said. 
“With two hands you get two hands behind it 
and with one hand you only get one so it took 
me a long time to get it strong.”

Although having strength and accuracy are 
important, the ideal tennis player also has the 
speed needed to run back and forth across the 
court to be able to return the shots hit to her. The 
fastest on the team is sophomore Smita Sabada.

“Smita moves really covers the court,” said 
singles No. 4, Arathi Sabada, a sophomore. 
“She’s always in a good position to hit the ball.” 

Field Hockey is one of the trickiest sports 
to master. For 70 minutes, players weave 
their way through layers of defense and 

try to shoot a ball into the opposing goal using 
a hockey stick. According to current varsity field 
hockey players, one needs three essential attri-
butes to become the ideal player: speed, shoot-
ing and play-making ability.

A pair of strong legs is necessary to both blow 
past defenders or anticipate the hockey ball 
while playing defense. With feet that move ex-
tremely fast, senior sweeper Evelyn Lee is one of 
the  most valuable players on the team. In addi-
tion to the her speed, Lee also has a lot of endur-
ance, which allows her to play the entire game. 

“Evelyn’s a ninja,” junior midfielder Jennie 
Werner said. “One minute someone has the ball, 
and the next minute she swoops the ball away.” 

To Lee, sprinting down fields or courts is now 
second nature. 

“I’m not exactly sure how I was able to devel-
op my speed, but I do remember that ever since I 
began playing in soccer or basketball in elemen-

tary school, sprinting just seemed to come easily 
to me,” Lee said. 

Players must have a strong shooting arm that 
combines intense strength with impeccable ac-
curacy to successfully score many goals a game. 
Senior forward Megan Doles has mastered her 
shooting style and has proven her skills through 
the dozens of goals she has scored. 

“Hitting has always been one of my strengths,” 
Doles said. “I guess I choke down more on my 
stick than the other girls.” 

By choking the stick and holding it with a 
stronger grasp, Doles is able to use a lot of lever-
age to aid in her accuracy and precision. Accord-
ing to her teammates, opponents often cringe 
when she swings at the ball. 

“Megan’s hits always scare goalies because 
they are so hard and fast,” Werner said. “Even 
if there are multiple defenders on her, you know 
she’ll be able to beat them.”

Apart from having strong physical attributes, 
the ideal field hockey player requires a sharp, 
creative mind that can act in split seconds. Ac-

Water polo is one of the most grueling 
sports. Teams of six players (including 
a goalie) fiercely compete to score the 

most goals. The games last an intense 28 minutes 
split into four quarters, and the team that is able 
to keep up its relentless offensive onslaught and 
tenacious defense will emerge victorious. 

But say if you wanted to make the dream wa-
ter polo player, what attributes would he have? 

Junior driver Stephen Cho thinks the first 
needed quality is strong legs. Water polo athletes 
lean heavily on their abilities to sprint short dis-
tances in the pool to reach the ball before their 
opponents do. Players said the team’s fastest 
swimmer is junior driver Cameron Borch.

“Being able to swim fast [is important],” said 
junior set Mitch Miller. “Because on counter [of-
fensives], you can get down really fast [and de-
fend against the opponent].”

Although swimming is a critical aspect of wa-
ter polo, the ultimate water polo player would 
also need to have accurate and powerful shots.

The team’s strongest shooter, players said, is 

senior set defense Jimmy Speedy. But in terms of 
accuracy, Cho is the team’s best shooter.

“[Our team’s most accurate shooter is] Ste-
phen Cho, since he’s been playing water polo 
for forever,” Speedy said.  “He can put the ball 
wherever he wants in the cage. Every shot is 
right where he wants it.”

Since most players are right-handed, left-
handed shooters are able to use different angles 
and spins that the goalie is not used to defend-
ing. Unfortunately for the Falcons, no one on the 
team is a left-handed shooter.

Besides being an excellent shooter, the ideal 
water polo player also needs to have a strong 
mentality and a sense of leadership. 

“It mostly takes effort and determination [to 
be a good leader], especially during practices,” 
Speedy said. “It’s during those times that the 
true water polo player will shine and he’ll try the 
hardest and step up to the plate and make sure 
that everyone’s focused and working in the sets 
and the drills.”

The ideal water polo player must lead by ex-
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“Every day, I do stretches that [athletic 
trainer] Liz [Gilmore Alves] tells me to do for 
my shoulder, and I use a band to strengthen the 
little muscles in my shoulder,” Walters said.

Aside from speed and strength, every foot-
ball player needs to have a sharp and cool 
mind in order to make quick decisions and re-
member plays under intense pressure. Walters 
demonstrates this ability in every single offen-
sive play.

“A successful QB needs to maintain compo-
sure throughout every snap of the ball and be 
smary about what ‘s going on,” Walters said. 
“I know that I have to stay calm, so I can’t let 
the game get into my head.”

A football player who is a master in every 
single one of these traits is most likely headed 
for the National Football League, but the Fal-
cons hope they have enough of them to take 
them deep into CCS this year. u

While much of tennis relies on physical skill, 
having a mentality  perseveres is essential.

“Nikki has the best mental game,” Sabada 
said. “Even when she is down she believes that 
she can win and she makes a lot of comebacks.” 

Bedekar explained that she has realized that 
getting mad is what the opponents want. 

“When you get stressed or when you start get-
ting down on yourself you play worse so I think 
it’s better to stay calm,” Bedekar said. “When 
you get mad your opponent feels like they’re do-
ing something right so they get more confidence 
and your confidence goes down.”

Someone who combines all of these attributes 
is rare,  but Crystal Yen, who graduated last year, 
may be as close to perfect as any girl tennis play-
er to go to this school. Players as talented as Yen 
are rare, but the school has managed to produce 
dozens of strong players in recent years, making 
it among the most elite teams in the state. u

ample and  try to better himself and the team.
“I think both the captains [senior driver 

Tyler Tanaka and senior set Neal Siganporia] 
are good leaders. That’s because they’ve been 
on the team for all four years, and they really 
want to be No. 1 this year,” said Speedy. 

Senior driver Tyler Tanaka exemplifies this 
determination necessary to be a leader. One 
example occurred when he woke up early for 
practice to get extra shooting time, on top of 
the morning lifting session, Speedy said.

While we can dream of creating the ultimate 
water polo player, it is unlikely to find some-
one who is perfect at everything. Water polo is 
a team game where the individual’s weakness-
es are masked his teammates’ strengths. Water 
polo, or any other sport, would not be nearly 
as entertaining with a team of perfect players. 
As a result, we must be satisfied with the fan-
tastic plays and occasional mistakes that create 
a dynamic game of water polo. u

cording to teammates, senior midfielder Jenni 
Miller is considered the “go-to” player who 
always creates offensive plays.

“If you’re stuck with a ball, you can always 
look up to find Jenni. She plays in the center 
and is always where you need her,” Werner 
said. 

Apart from her physical presence on the 
field, Miller regards her experience to be key.

“Creativity on the field for me comes as 
games are being played,” Miller said. “I don’t 
try to think about anyone play for too long be-
cause when I overthink things I tend to mess 
them up. I think it also comes with experience 
the more you play the more you understand 
the game and the more you eventually will 
see.” 

In field hockey, players with speed, power 
and intelligence dominate. A player with all 
three of these traits may be the “dream” field 
hockey player. u
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There are 22 players on the football field. 
Eleven play offense, hoping to push the 
ball into the endzone. The other 11 play de-

fense, putting their bodies on the line to force a 
turnover and stop drives. 

To master a sport as demanding as football, an 
athlete must hone the main qualities of the vari-
ous positions, players said. 

“Every position needs speed because if you are 
faster than somebody, you can outwork them,” 
senior full back Bryson Yates said.  “When I run 
along the sidelines, my speed gets me around the 
edge and gets me a lot of touchdowns.” 

In contrast, if a defensive player charges at the 
opposing player faster than that player comes at 
him, then that extra force gives him more power 
into his tackle.  Yates is able to maintain his fast 
sprinting pace by conditioning outside of foot-
ball practices. 

“I run on the track team so that really helps 
with my speed. We condition a couple times a 
week,” Yates said. “I do a lot of lifts for my legs 

and a lot of cardio to keep our lungs big.” 
Besides speed, raw power makes great players 

on both sides of the ball. For the Falcons, junior 
Mike Fitzsimmons, senior Henry Wei and senior 
Zach Hansen are some of the strongest players 
on the football team.   

“I need to use my hands a lot to throw people 
so my upper body strength really helps me get 
rid of them,” Fitzsimmons said.

Wrestling has shaped Fitzsimmons’s figure 
and provided him with techniques that he incor-
porates in his football game.

“My wrestling stance really helps me stay low 
and a lot of this leg strength comes from wres-
tling,” Fitzsimmons said. “[Wrestling] helps with 
my explosiveness from the ground and it helps 
me fire up and get my arms up.”  

The most important player on the field is prob-
ably the quarterback, a position that requires a 
strong and accurate throwing arm. Falcon play-
ers say they are lucky to have junior Jonathan 
Walters playing this position.

The girls’ tennis team is one of the school’s 
best sports teams. In 2010, they had a per-
fect season of 25-0, and last year they came 

close to repeating that season when they went 
21-5.

 What makes the girls great at tennis involves 
much more than the ability to swing a racket. 

“[The most important skills to being good at 
offense] are speed, strength and confidence,” ju-
nior singles No. 1 player Kalyani Narayan said. 
“Also, mental strength [is important], so when 
you are losing, you can still win in the end.”  

According to senior No. 2 singles player Ni-
harika Bedekar, Narayan has a combination of 
strength and accuracy that makes her one of the 
best players on the team on offense.

“I think Kalyani’s forehands and backhands 
cross court are really lethal,” Bedekar said. “She 
hits really good angles cross court and she’ll hit 
it to a corner and it’ll jet off the court and it is re-
ally hard to get it back against her.”

Narayan also excels in hitting her serves where 

she wants them with considerable strength. 
“Kalyani has the best serve because she lo-

cates it really well, so it will be at the corner and 
she will ace her serves,” said Bedekar. 

Narayan isn’t the only player who excels in 
offense. Bedekar has mastered the ability to do a 
one-handed backhand.

“My first coach wanted me to try [a one-hand-
ed backhand], so I did and I ended up liking it 
because you can reach a lot more with one hand 
and opponents don’t expect it,” Bedekar said. 
“With two hands you get two hands behind it 
and with one hand you only get one so it took 
me a long time to get it strong.”

Although having strength and accuracy are 
important, the ideal tennis player also has the 
speed needed to run back and forth across the 
court to be able to return the shots hit to her. The 
fastest on the team is sophomore Smita Sabada.

“Smita moves really covers the court,” said 
singles No. 4, Arathi Sabada, a sophomore. 
“She’s always in a good position to hit the ball.” 

Field Hockey is one of the trickiest sports 
to master. For 70 minutes, players weave 
their way through layers of defense and 

try to shoot a ball into the opposing goal using 
a hockey stick. According to current varsity field 
hockey players, one needs three essential attri-
butes to become the ideal player: speed, shoot-
ing and play-making ability.

A pair of strong legs is necessary to both blow 
past defenders or anticipate the hockey ball 
while playing defense. With feet that move ex-
tremely fast, senior sweeper Evelyn Lee is one of 
the  most valuable players on the team. In addi-
tion to the her speed, Lee also has a lot of endur-
ance, which allows her to play the entire game. 

“Evelyn’s a ninja,” junior midfielder Jennie 
Werner said. “One minute someone has the ball, 
and the next minute she swoops the ball away.” 

To Lee, sprinting down fields or courts is now 
second nature. 

“I’m not exactly sure how I was able to devel-
op my speed, but I do remember that ever since I 
began playing in soccer or basketball in elemen-

tary school, sprinting just seemed to come easily 
to me,” Lee said. 

Players must have a strong shooting arm that 
combines intense strength with impeccable ac-
curacy to successfully score many goals a game. 
Senior forward Megan Doles has mastered her 
shooting style and has proven her skills through 
the dozens of goals she has scored. 

“Hitting has always been one of my strengths,” 
Doles said. “I guess I choke down more on my 
stick than the other girls.” 

By choking the stick and holding it with a 
stronger grasp, Doles is able to use a lot of lever-
age to aid in her accuracy and precision. Accord-
ing to her teammates, opponents often cringe 
when she swings at the ball. 

“Megan’s hits always scare goalies because 
they are so hard and fast,” Werner said. “Even 
if there are multiple defenders on her, you know 
she’ll be able to beat them.”

Apart from having strong physical attributes, 
the ideal field hockey player requires a sharp, 
creative mind that can act in split seconds. Ac-

Water polo is one of the most grueling 
sports. Teams of six players (including 
a goalie) fiercely compete to score the 

most goals. The games last an intense 28 minutes 
split into four quarters, and the team that is able 
to keep up its relentless offensive onslaught and 
tenacious defense will emerge victorious. 

But say if you wanted to make the dream wa-
ter polo player, what attributes would he have? 

Junior driver Stephen Cho thinks the first 
needed quality is strong legs. Water polo athletes 
lean heavily on their abilities to sprint short dis-
tances in the pool to reach the ball before their 
opponents do. Players said the team’s fastest 
swimmer is junior driver Cameron Borch.

“Being able to swim fast [is important],” said 
junior set Mitch Miller. “Because on counter [of-
fensives], you can get down really fast [and de-
fend against the opponent].”

Although swimming is a critical aspect of wa-
ter polo, the ultimate water polo player would 
also need to have accurate and powerful shots.

The team’s strongest shooter, players said, is 

senior set defense Jimmy Speedy. But in terms of 
accuracy, Cho is the team’s best shooter.

“[Our team’s most accurate shooter is] Ste-
phen Cho, since he’s been playing water polo 
for forever,” Speedy said.  “He can put the ball 
wherever he wants in the cage. Every shot is 
right where he wants it.”

Since most players are right-handed, left-
handed shooters are able to use different angles 
and spins that the goalie is not used to defend-
ing. Unfortunately for the Falcons, no one on the 
team is a left-handed shooter.

Besides being an excellent shooter, the ideal 
water polo player also needs to have a strong 
mentality and a sense of leadership. 

“It mostly takes effort and determination [to 
be a good leader], especially during practices,” 
Speedy said. “It’s during those times that the 
true water polo player will shine and he’ll try the 
hardest and step up to the plate and make sure 
that everyone’s focused and working in the sets 
and the drills.”

The ideal water polo player must lead by ex-
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“Every day, I do stretches that [athletic 
trainer] Liz [Gilmore Alves] tells me to do for 
my shoulder, and I use a band to strengthen the 
little muscles in my shoulder,” Walters said.

Aside from speed and strength, every foot-
ball player needs to have a sharp and cool 
mind in order to make quick decisions and re-
member plays under intense pressure. Walters 
demonstrates this ability in every single offen-
sive play.

“A successful QB needs to maintain compo-
sure throughout every snap of the ball and be 
smary about what ‘s going on,” Walters said. 
“I know that I have to stay calm, so I can’t let 
the game get into my head.”

A football player who is a master in every 
single one of these traits is most likely headed 
for the National Football League, but the Fal-
cons hope they have enough of them to take 
them deep into CCS this year. u

While much of tennis relies on physical skill, 
having a mentality  perseveres is essential.

“Nikki has the best mental game,” Sabada 
said. “Even when she is down she believes that 
she can win and she makes a lot of comebacks.” 

Bedekar explained that she has realized that 
getting mad is what the opponents want. 

“When you get stressed or when you start get-
ting down on yourself you play worse so I think 
it’s better to stay calm,” Bedekar said. “When 
you get mad your opponent feels like they’re do-
ing something right so they get more confidence 
and your confidence goes down.”

Someone who combines all of these attributes 
is rare,  but Crystal Yen, who graduated last year, 
may be as close to perfect as any girl tennis play-
er to go to this school. Players as talented as Yen 
are rare, but the school has managed to produce 
dozens of strong players in recent years, making 
it among the most elite teams in the state. u

ample and  try to better himself and the team.
“I think both the captains [senior driver 

Tyler Tanaka and senior set Neal Siganporia] 
are good leaders. That’s because they’ve been 
on the team for all four years, and they really 
want to be No. 1 this year,” said Speedy. 

Senior driver Tyler Tanaka exemplifies this 
determination necessary to be a leader. One 
example occurred when he woke up early for 
practice to get extra shooting time, on top of 
the morning lifting session, Speedy said.

While we can dream of creating the ultimate 
water polo player, it is unlikely to find some-
one who is perfect at everything. Water polo is 
a team game where the individual’s weakness-
es are masked his teammates’ strengths. Water 
polo, or any other sport, would not be nearly 
as entertaining with a team of perfect players. 
As a result, we must be satisfied with the fan-
tastic plays and occasional mistakes that create 
a dynamic game of water polo. u

cording to teammates, senior midfielder Jenni 
Miller is considered the “go-to” player who 
always creates offensive plays.

“If you’re stuck with a ball, you can always 
look up to find Jenni. She plays in the center 
and is always where you need her,” Werner 
said. 

Apart from her physical presence on the 
field, Miller regards her experience to be key.

“Creativity on the field for me comes as 
games are being played,” Miller said. “I don’t 
try to think about anyone play for too long be-
cause when I overthink things I tend to mess 
them up. I think it also comes with experience 
the more you play the more you understand 
the game and the more you eventually will 
see.” 

In field hockey, players with speed, power 
and intelligence dominate. A player with all 
three of these traits may be the “dream” field 
hockey player. u
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As a freshman, sophomore Vivian 
Roan had already earned as high as the 
third best spot on the girls’ golf team. 
This year, she has advanced to No. 2 
player, behind senior Samika Kumar.

Roan began golfing at age 5. Un-
til the beginning of her freshman year, 
Roan’s golfing career consisted mainly 
of friendly matches with him. 

“He mentors me a lot,” Roan said. 
“He gives me a lot of tips when I’m play-
ing.”

Roan describes her dad as a tough 
mentor in the sport. He doesn’t 
tolerate incompetent scores and 
insists that she fix each swing. 
However, his strictness also pro-
vides motivation for improve-
ment.

“I like beating my dad,” Roan 
said. “I play better when I’m 
with him, because he corrects 
[mistakes].”

According to her teammates 
and coach, Roan is not an out-
spoken player, but contributes to the 
team through her encouragement and 
example.

“She’s very quiet sometimes,” junior 
Zabrina Chang said. “But she’s really 
supportive of us and she’s a really good 
golf player.”

Roan attends outside golfing classes 
once a week and practices daily. She 
hopes to improve her scores by five 
strokes a year. According to Roan, her 
main obstacle is herself. 

“It’s mostly mentality, because I don’t 
trust myself,” Roan said. “I know what 
I’m supposed to do, but I can’t do it. Like 
the ball going out because I’m not hitting 
it well. My coach says I have the skills, I 
just need to learn how to use them.”

According to coach Dave Gragnola, 
Roan is a successful golfer because of 
her competitiveness and understanding 
of the sport.  

Gragnola said Roan’s games against 
older girls from other schools and her 
qualification for the finals at last year’s 
CCS were performances to be proud of. 

Golf is complex and formal with 
many rules such as being silent while 
others swing and avoiding the path in 
front of other golf balls. 

“She understands how to play the 
game,” Gragnola said. “She knows 
how you’re supposed to act on the golf 

course.”
Of last season’s achievements, 

Roan is most proud of her scores. 
“My biggest accomplishment 

last year was probably playing 
in the CCS finals,” Roan said. “I 
didn’t pass, because my score 
wasn’t good enough, but it was 
still [a personal best] for me.”

Gragnola described Roan as 
likeable, sweet and soft-spoken. 

“Everything she does is high 
quality,” Gragnola said, adding, “Next 
year, and as a senior [two years later], I 
can see her being one of the  best in the 
league.”

Members of the girls’ golf team said 
that Roan’s best quality is her diligence.

“She’s probably the one who prac-
ticed the most of all of us throughout the 
year and the summer,” Chang said. 

The team has remained undefeated 
so far, beating Leland on Sept. 16 with 
a final score of 259-264. The team also 
won on Sept. 12 against Evergreen with 
a final score of 252-278, and on Sept. 10 
against Homestead and Lynbrook, with 
a total score of 254. In their first victory 
this year against Monta Vista on Sept. 4, 
they scored a 198. u

BY MichelleLeung

Golf

Sophomore star shines

Senior Stephanie Chen 
started playing water polo in 
the beginning of her freshman 
year. Although this is only her 
second year on varsity, she has 
been honing her swimming for 
12 years.

“If it wasn’t for her, the polo 

team wouldn’t have the speed 
and lobs we need to win games,” 
said junior Nikki de Roos, who 
has been playing water polo 
with Chen for two years. 

On top of playing water 
polo, she also swims for the 
school team. 

“I swim year-round, so I get 
some really good speed and 

endurance that helps me with 
defense and counterattacks,” 
Chen said.

Chen started swimming be-
cause no other sport appealed 
to her. Her parents realized her 
talent when she made her first 
Junior Olympic cut at age 10.

“I didn’t really know what 
was going on,” Chen said. “But 

I knew I was in swimming for 
real when I got into one of the 
more elite groups.”

Even new coach, Rafael Ala-
pont, can tell  Chen is talented. 

“She is a hard worker as well 
as the sprinter of the team,” 
Alapont said. “She hasn’t lost 
a sprint this season and scores 
every game.”

Chen is determined to make 
her last year a great one. She 
hopes to continue to play polo 
in college.

The team lost 7-9 against 
Santa Clara, won 9-4 against 
Freemont, and lost 0-5 against 
Harker on Sep. 20, Sep. 18 and 
Sep. 15 respectively. The team 
plays Cupertino on Oct. 2. u

BYAmyLin

Swimmer amazes with skillful contributions
water polo

Roan

tennis

Niharika Bedekar: sports 
experience benefits senior

Seven years ago, senior Niharika 
Bedekar started playing tennis. In 
her freshman year, she made the var-
sity girls’ tennis team and has seen the 
team change over the years. Currently 
the team captain and No. 2 singles on 
the team, Bedekar is excited for the 
new season.

“I think [this year’s] team has a lot 
of potential,” Bedekar said. “In previ-
ous years, our skills and strengths were 
more noticeable, but this year is going 
to be even more fun because we are go-
ing to try to find out new strengths.”

Junior Kalyani Narayan has been on 
the team with Bedekar for three years. 
She has seen growth in Bedekar as a 
player and as a person.

“She’s very fair on the court and 
fast as a lightning bolt,” Narayan said. 
“She’s supportive to other people, even 
when she’s losing a match, cheering for 
me and everybody else.” 

Bedekar said that the most difficult 
thing about being a tennis player is 
juggling academics and tennis practice 
on a daily basis.

“During the season at school, we 
miss sixth period a lot for our match-
es,” Bedekar said. “Also, some USTA 
[United States Tennis Association] 
tournaments trail into either Monday 
or Tuesday or begin on Friday, so I  
sometimes miss school.”  

Dedicating much of her time to ten-
nis, Bedekar feels that the sport has 
shaped her life in some ways. 

“I think tennis has made me a bet-
ter person,” Bedekar said.  “I love ten-
nis because I’ve gotten the opportunity 

to meet amazing people through ten-
nis and because it has taught me very 
important life lessons such as staying 
calm under pressure and dedication.” 

Bedekar hopes to continue to im-
prove herself and learn new things 
from the sport in college.

“Hopefully I can play on the varsity 
team of the school I attend. If not the 
varsity team, I’ll definitely play club 
tennis,” Bedekar said. “[Tennis] is a 
sport that I can continue well beyond 
my high school and college years.”

The team is having to rebuild after 
losing star seniors from last year such 
as No. 1 singles Crystal Yen and No. 
1 doubles team, Lisa Asai and Sarah 
Lum. Despite the loss, Bedekar takes 
the optimistic attitude and sees poten-
tial in the team to improve in the fu-
ture.

“While there’s no denying that we 
did lose a lot of players last year, we 
have a very talented team and I’m ex-
cited to see how we progress,” Bedekar 
said. u

BY AmyJan

scoreboard
Sept. 20
Saratoga 4, Lynbrook 3 
No. 1 singles player junior Kalyani 
Narayan won her match in three 
sets. 

Sept. 19
Mitty  5, Saratoga 2 
No. 4 singles player sophomore Ara-
thi Sabada and the No. 3 doubles 
team of sophomore Sonal Pai  and 
freshman Shaya Nifkar won their 
matches.  

football

3-0 Falcons dominate early competition

Junior quarterback Jonathan Walters rushes past Monta Vista defenders on the drive. 
FALCON // DAVID SPARKMAN

three touchdowns by Dozier and Cas-
tronovo. The Falcons ended the game 
ahead 50-22. 

Burlingame
In their first game against the Burl-

ingame Panthers, Saratoga won 21-17. 

Walters, after the game against Burl-
ingame, was named Mercury News’s 
Athlete of the Week because of his stellar 
performance in the first week.

The 3-0 Falcons will play their first 
league game against the Wilcox Char-
gers today at home. u  

The Falcons have started the season 
strong with 3 great wins over the Monta 
Vista Matadors, the Branham Bruins and 
the Burlingame Panthers.  

Monta Vista
Although the Matadors scored first, 

making the score 7-0, the Falcons domi-
nated the rest of the game did not allow 
the Matadors to put up a single point on 
the scoreboard. 

The Falcons scored two touchdowns 
by the end of the first quarter making the 
score 12-7. Senior running back Eric Cas-
tronovo ran the ball in the touchdown 
zone and junior wide receiver Travis 
Stokes scored a touchdown pass from 
junior quarterback Jonathan Walters. 

By the end of the half, the Falcons led 
29-7. Senior wide receiver Kyle Dozier 
and junior wide receiver Grant Faylor 
both scored touchdowns off passes from 

Walters. Senior kicker Stephen Ruff add-
ed three points with a field goal. 

The Falcons continued on their scor-
ing spree and ended the game with a 
48-7 win. 

Branham     
After winning their first game 21-17 

against Burlingame on Aug. 31, the Fal-
cons continued their momentum in their 
second non-league game against the 
Branham Bruins on Sept. 7, where they 
triumphed in an away game 50-22. 

On the first play, Walters passed to  
Dozier to score, giving the Falcons a 7-0 
lead. 

The Bruins responded with a touch-
down, but missed the extra point. The 
Falcons later scored on a touchdown 
pass from Walters to junior wide receiv-
er Thomas Alexander. 

The Falcons scored two more touch-
downs from Dozier and Stokes, ending 
the half with 28-16 lead.

In the third quarter, the Falcons scored 

BY JayMulye
& NikilRamanathan
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Runners utilize secret codeCo-captains push team ahead

Outside midfielder Allison Bruno pulls back to avoid a turnover to Leland on Sept. 18.

Bruno’s versatility helps carry team farther 

Experienced senior runner provides leadership

Girls’ field hockey

Boys’ cross country

BY BruceLou
& SudeepRaj

The boys’ cross country team has 
plenty of underclassman superstars such 
as sophomores Steven Sum and Andrew 
Harter. However, even they still look to 
the senior captains for guidance. 

One of those senior captains, Kabir 
Chandrasekher, who has been on the 
team since freshman year, exemplifies 
the spirit of cross country. Teammates 
say he is a leader who pushes himself 
and his teammates to their limits.

“He’s more of a captain to us [under-
classmen] than a runner,” sophomore 
Rohith Krishna said. “He pushes me to 
run at my best. He makes sure we never 
slack off.”

Chandrasekher also realizes his role 
on the team.

“It’s important for me to work hard at 
practice and help guys keep their heads 
up, to push them to their best,” Chan-
drasekher said. 

Chandrasekher started in 
sixth grade with a 10:37 mile. 
He often ran five miles each 
day, managing to improve his 
mile time to 7:00 by the end of 
middle school. 

When Chandrasekher first 
joined the team, he was al-
most last in every meet. Since 
then, he has reduced his two-
mile time by two minutes and his mile 
time is now 5:21.

Coach Dan Ambrico thinks highly of 
Chandrasekher’s work ethic.

“He’s not the fastest, but he’s a stu-
dent of running,” Ambrico said. “He’s 
very self-motivated, and exactly what 

we need on this team—a great role mod-
el for the freshmen.”

Although Chandrasekher did not 
make it to state last year, he 
thinks that the team has a 
good chance of making it to 
state again.

“We probably would do 
well in state,” Chandrasekher 
said.  “We’ve got [sopho-
more] Steven Sum, an amaz-
ing junior class and lots of 
talented sophomores, so the 
deck is pretty stacked.” 

 Chandrasekher believes not cutting 
anyone this year was a good decision. 

“I don’t think cross country should be 
a cut sport,” Chandrasekher said. “Ev-
eryone tried their hardest, and it main-
tains a less competitive atmosphere.”

But Chandrasekher also has the not-

so-glorious duty of admonishing those 
runners who aren’t really trying.

“They’ll get an earful from me, [senior 
captain David Zarrin] and coach [Am-
brico],” Chandrasekher said. “I don’t 
like it, but [the runners] have to try.”

  Chandrasekher hopes to run in col-
lege.

“[Running] is therapeutic, you know, 
to just get everything out of my head,” 
Chandrasekher said. “I don’t think I’d 
be able to survive long without going for 
a run.  Depending on what college I go 
to, I might not run for the [college] team, 
but my love for running will never die.”

On Sept. 18, sophomores Steven Sum 
and Andrew Harter raced to victory in 
the junior-senior and frosh-soph races 
respectively. The next race will be the 
Santa Clara Valley Athletic League race 
at Crystal Springs on Oct. 3.  u

BY NikhilGoel

As the season progresses, two se-
niors on the boys’ water polo team are 
strengthening team unity and pushing 
their teammates to new levels: co-cap-
tains Neal Siganporia and Tyler Tanaka. 

“Neal and Tyler are working hard to 
make sure our team stays together be-
cause teamwork is everything if we want 
to win championships this year,” junior 
hole defender Patrick Wang said. 

The two are not only water polo 
teammates and classmates but also close 
friends. Their friendship in turn influ-
ences the manner in which the two cap-
tains lead the team.

“It honestly makes things so much 
easier because you don’t have the bur-
den of being captain alone,” Siganporia 
said. “We both have our own duties in 
leading the team, but there are never dis-
agreements between us.”

Each captain has his own jobs and 
responsibilities. Siganporia, who plays 
hole set, pumps up his teammates be-
fore games and encourages them to train 
harder, while Tanaka, who plays driver, 
leads by example through his condition-
ing in the pool. 

Captains of professional sports teams, 
such as Drew Brees of the New Orleans 
Saints football team, often boost confi-
dence through pre-game chants.

Siganporia adopted and performs one 
of Brees’ chants to get his teammates in a 
ferocious mindset before games: “1, win 
2 for you, 3, win 4 some more, 5, win 6 
its sick, 7, win 8 its great, 9, win 10 again, 
win again, win again!”

While Siganporia did not create this 
chant, he often writes his own speeches 
to put his teammates at ease and moti-
vate them before games.

Tanaka focuses on rigorous training 
in the pool and helping his teammates to 
give 100 percent effort during practices.

“During our swim sets he starts us off 
on a hard pace,” Wang said. “Once we’re 
half-way through the set, he always 
pushes us to sprint and not slack off.”

For his part, Tanaka said, “We’ve 
grown a lot as a team since the beginning 
of the season. Individually we’re good, 
but if we play as a team, I definitely be-
lieve we can achieve CCS and beyond.”

The Falcons will play Cupertino next 
on Oct. 2. u   

BY RachelHull
& SanjNalwa

The orange ball flies around the field. 
Girls in skirts and goggles rush past one 
another as each one vies for the ball. For 
a second, nothing can be seen but the 
flurry of sticks, sweat and the backs of 
the girls. And then, out of the mob ap-
pears a dark-haired girl of 17, manipu-
lating the ball as effortlessly as if there 
were an invisible string attaching the 
ball to her field hockey stick.

As the year begins, the field hockey 
team is counting on senior Allison Bruno 
for both her skill and leadership.

Starting in eighth grade, Bruno said 
she expected nothing more from the 
sport than to have a little fun and spend 
time with her friends. She is now going 
into her fifth year in the sport.

“I love getting to spend so much time 
with a great group of people,” Bruno 
said. “There are 15 seniors or something 
close to that, and we’ve all been playing 
together for years.”

Playing outside midfielder, Bruno 
said her favorite aspect of her position is 
“getting to make overlapping runs down 
the line with the forward and being able 
to drop back to let the defender go up.”

Varsity coach Lifon “Leaf” Huynh 
said she loves the fact that Bruno is 
“coachable” and consistently puts in ef-
fort.

“She is a solid player at every practice 
and game,” Huynh said. “To help her 
improve as a player, I give her tips dur-
ing practices and games.”

Sophomore Meeta Marathe, who 
plays midfielder, said being teammates 
with Bruno inspires her.

“She brings a positive attitude to ev-
ery practice and game she’s in,” Marathe 
said. “She always seems really excited to 
be there.”

Marathe said she thinks Bruno’s best 
skills are her passing and communicat-
ing.

“I think this season we will be test-
ed as a team, because we’ll be playing 
against the big leagues,” Huynh said.

Bruno said she is most looking for-
ward to CCS this season.

“We beat Los Gatos and Saint Francis 
in league last year, so it would be awe-
some to beat them again,” Bruno said. 

“We’re also a good matchup for Mitty.”
Senior Megan Doles scored a goal 

in a 1-0 win over the Leland Chargers. 
The girls’ field hockey team will have an 
away game at Presentation on Oct. 2. u

Boys’ water polo Girls’ cross country

Unaware of the rival athlete speed-
ing up to catch her, then sophomore 
Casey Takahashi is only about 100 
meters away from the finish line of 
last year’s Lynbrook meet. She is 
completely oblivious and has no clue 
that she is about to be passed.

“Acorn!” Danny Moon, the girls’ 
cross country coach, yells 
frantically.

Without looking back, 
Takahashi suddenly increas-
es her pace. Determinedly 
pumping her arms and legs 
faster, she speeds ahead and 
crosses the finish line. 

To the girls’ cross country 
team, the word “acorn” is 
more than a nut from an oak tree: It 
serves as a warning.

“When you’re finishing the race, 
[the coach] yells ‘acorn’ or ‘acorn 
acorn’ to let you know how many 
people are behind you, and you 
should really push it to the end so 
that you can come in before them,” 
said Takahashi, one of the three team 
captains.

The technique was invented in 
2009 by a group of freshmen, includ-

ing this year’s team captain, senior 
Courtney Schlossareck. 

“If people behind you hear [your 
coach say] ‘there’s someone behind 
you,’ then they’re going to run hard-
er to try to catch you,” Schlossareck 
said. “So by saying ‘acorn,’ they’re 
like ‘you’re nuts.’”

Because the team meets for practice 
underneath an oak tree, the girls were 
inspired to choose the word “acorn.”

“[The acorns] would drop 
down, and being the funny 
freshmen we thought we 
were, we decided to coin the 
term ‘acorn,’ ” Schlossareck 
said. 

“Acorn” also encourages 
the team to pick up the pace 
and stay ahead. 

“Toward the end of the 
[Lynbrook] race, I wasn’t really feel-
ing up to sprinting my hardest,” Taka-
hashi said. “But as soon as I heard 
coach Moon yell ‘acorn,’ I knew I had 
to sprint.”

Over the years, the secret warning 
has continually been helpful to the 
team at races.

“You always hear the coach yell-
ing, ‘acorn! acorn!’” Schlossareck said. 
“Then you just kick it as fast as you 
can and just use that extra speed.”u

BY LaurenLouie
& CarolynSun

scoreboard
Sept. 20
Saratoga 12, Santa Clara 8 
Goals were scored by seniors Neal Sigan-
poria and Tyler Tanaka and juniors Brandon 
Busse and Stephen Cho. 

Sept. 11
Saratoga 11, Harker 7 
Senior goalie Sean Lee had 13 blocks.

FALCON // JADE BISHT
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Outside midfielder Allison Bruno pulls back to avoid a turnover to Leland on Sept. 18.

Bruno’s versatility helps carry team farther 

Experienced senior runner provides leadership

Girls’ field hockey

Boys’ cross country

BY BruceLou
& SudeepRaj

The boys’ cross country team has 
plenty of underclassman superstars such 
as sophomores Steven Sum and Andrew 
Harter. However, even they still look to 
the senior captains for guidance. 

One of those senior captains, Kabir 
Chandrasekher, who has been on the 
team since freshman year, exemplifies 
the spirit of cross country. Teammates 
say he is a leader who pushes himself 
and his teammates to their limits.

“He’s more of a captain to us [under-
classmen] than a runner,” sophomore 
Rohith Krishna said. “He pushes me to 
run at my best. He makes sure we never 
slack off.”

Chandrasekher also realizes his role 
on the team.

“It’s important for me to work hard at 
practice and help guys keep their heads 
up, to push them to their best,” Chan-
drasekher said. 

Chandrasekher started in 
sixth grade with a 10:37 mile. 
He often ran five miles each 
day, managing to improve his 
mile time to 7:00 by the end of 
middle school. 

When Chandrasekher first 
joined the team, he was al-
most last in every meet. Since 
then, he has reduced his two-
mile time by two minutes and his mile 
time is now 5:21.

Coach Dan Ambrico thinks highly of 
Chandrasekher’s work ethic.

“He’s not the fastest, but he’s a stu-
dent of running,” Ambrico said. “He’s 
very self-motivated, and exactly what 

we need on this team—a great role mod-
el for the freshmen.”

Although Chandrasekher did not 
make it to state last year, he 
thinks that the team has a 
good chance of making it to 
state again.

“We probably would do 
well in state,” Chandrasekher 
said.  “We’ve got [sopho-
more] Steven Sum, an amaz-
ing junior class and lots of 
talented sophomores, so the 
deck is pretty stacked.” 

 Chandrasekher believes not cutting 
anyone this year was a good decision. 

“I don’t think cross country should be 
a cut sport,” Chandrasekher said. “Ev-
eryone tried their hardest, and it main-
tains a less competitive atmosphere.”

But Chandrasekher also has the not-

so-glorious duty of admonishing those 
runners who aren’t really trying.

“They’ll get an earful from me, [senior 
captain David Zarrin] and coach [Am-
brico],” Chandrasekher said. “I don’t 
like it, but [the runners] have to try.”

  Chandrasekher hopes to run in col-
lege.

“[Running] is therapeutic, you know, 
to just get everything out of my head,” 
Chandrasekher said. “I don’t think I’d 
be able to survive long without going for 
a run.  Depending on what college I go 
to, I might not run for the [college] team, 
but my love for running will never die.”

On Sept. 18, sophomores Steven Sum 
and Andrew Harter raced to victory in 
the junior-senior and frosh-soph races 
respectively. The next race will be the 
Santa Clara Valley Athletic League race 
at Crystal Springs on Oct. 3.  u

BY NikhilGoel

As the season progresses, two se-
niors on the boys’ water polo team are 
strengthening team unity and pushing 
their teammates to new levels: co-cap-
tains Neal Siganporia and Tyler Tanaka. 

“Neal and Tyler are working hard to 
make sure our team stays together be-
cause teamwork is everything if we want 
to win championships this year,” junior 
hole defender Patrick Wang said. 

The two are not only water polo 
teammates and classmates but also close 
friends. Their friendship in turn influ-
ences the manner in which the two cap-
tains lead the team.

“It honestly makes things so much 
easier because you don’t have the bur-
den of being captain alone,” Siganporia 
said. “We both have our own duties in 
leading the team, but there are never dis-
agreements between us.”

Each captain has his own jobs and 
responsibilities. Siganporia, who plays 
hole set, pumps up his teammates be-
fore games and encourages them to train 
harder, while Tanaka, who plays driver, 
leads by example through his condition-
ing in the pool. 

Captains of professional sports teams, 
such as Drew Brees of the New Orleans 
Saints football team, often boost confi-
dence through pre-game chants.

Siganporia adopted and performs one 
of Brees’ chants to get his teammates in a 
ferocious mindset before games: “1, win 
2 for you, 3, win 4 some more, 5, win 6 
its sick, 7, win 8 its great, 9, win 10 again, 
win again, win again!”

While Siganporia did not create this 
chant, he often writes his own speeches 
to put his teammates at ease and moti-
vate them before games.

Tanaka focuses on rigorous training 
in the pool and helping his teammates to 
give 100 percent effort during practices.

“During our swim sets he starts us off 
on a hard pace,” Wang said. “Once we’re 
half-way through the set, he always 
pushes us to sprint and not slack off.”

For his part, Tanaka said, “We’ve 
grown a lot as a team since the beginning 
of the season. Individually we’re good, 
but if we play as a team, I definitely be-
lieve we can achieve CCS and beyond.”

The Falcons will play Cupertino next 
on Oct. 2. u   

BY RachelHull
& SanjNalwa

The orange ball flies around the field. 
Girls in skirts and goggles rush past one 
another as each one vies for the ball. For 
a second, nothing can be seen but the 
flurry of sticks, sweat and the backs of 
the girls. And then, out of the mob ap-
pears a dark-haired girl of 17, manipu-
lating the ball as effortlessly as if there 
were an invisible string attaching the 
ball to her field hockey stick.

As the year begins, the field hockey 
team is counting on senior Allison Bruno 
for both her skill and leadership.

Starting in eighth grade, Bruno said 
she expected nothing more from the 
sport than to have a little fun and spend 
time with her friends. She is now going 
into her fifth year in the sport.

“I love getting to spend so much time 
with a great group of people,” Bruno 
said. “There are 15 seniors or something 
close to that, and we’ve all been playing 
together for years.”

Playing outside midfielder, Bruno 
said her favorite aspect of her position is 
“getting to make overlapping runs down 
the line with the forward and being able 
to drop back to let the defender go up.”

Varsity coach Lifon “Leaf” Huynh 
said she loves the fact that Bruno is 
“coachable” and consistently puts in ef-
fort.

“She is a solid player at every practice 
and game,” Huynh said. “To help her 
improve as a player, I give her tips dur-
ing practices and games.”

Sophomore Meeta Marathe, who 
plays midfielder, said being teammates 
with Bruno inspires her.

“She brings a positive attitude to ev-
ery practice and game she’s in,” Marathe 
said. “She always seems really excited to 
be there.”

Marathe said she thinks Bruno’s best 
skills are her passing and communicat-
ing.

“I think this season we will be test-
ed as a team, because we’ll be playing 
against the big leagues,” Huynh said.

Bruno said she is most looking for-
ward to CCS this season.

“We beat Los Gatos and Saint Francis 
in league last year, so it would be awe-
some to beat them again,” Bruno said. 

“We’re also a good matchup for Mitty.”
Senior Megan Doles scored a goal 

in a 1-0 win over the Leland Chargers. 
The girls’ field hockey team will have an 
away game at Presentation on Oct. 2. u

Boys’ water polo Girls’ cross country

Unaware of the rival athlete speed-
ing up to catch her, then sophomore 
Casey Takahashi is only about 100 
meters away from the finish line of 
last year’s Lynbrook meet. She is 
completely oblivious and has no clue 
that she is about to be passed.

“Acorn!” Danny Moon, the girls’ 
cross country coach, yells 
frantically.

Without looking back, 
Takahashi suddenly increas-
es her pace. Determinedly 
pumping her arms and legs 
faster, she speeds ahead and 
crosses the finish line. 

To the girls’ cross country 
team, the word “acorn” is 
more than a nut from an oak tree: It 
serves as a warning.

“When you’re finishing the race, 
[the coach] yells ‘acorn’ or ‘acorn 
acorn’ to let you know how many 
people are behind you, and you 
should really push it to the end so 
that you can come in before them,” 
said Takahashi, one of the three team 
captains.

The technique was invented in 
2009 by a group of freshmen, includ-

ing this year’s team captain, senior 
Courtney Schlossareck. 

“If people behind you hear [your 
coach say] ‘there’s someone behind 
you,’ then they’re going to run hard-
er to try to catch you,” Schlossareck 
said. “So by saying ‘acorn,’ they’re 
like ‘you’re nuts.’”

Because the team meets for practice 
underneath an oak tree, the girls were 
inspired to choose the word “acorn.”

“[The acorns] would drop 
down, and being the funny 
freshmen we thought we 
were, we decided to coin the 
term ‘acorn,’ ” Schlossareck 
said. 

“Acorn” also encourages 
the team to pick up the pace 
and stay ahead. 

“Toward the end of the 
[Lynbrook] race, I wasn’t really feel-
ing up to sprinting my hardest,” Taka-
hashi said. “But as soon as I heard 
coach Moon yell ‘acorn,’ I knew I had 
to sprint.”

Over the years, the secret warning 
has continually been helpful to the 
team at races.

“You always hear the coach yell-
ing, ‘acorn! acorn!’” Schlossareck said. 
“Then you just kick it as fast as you 
can and just use that extra speed.”u

BY LaurenLouie
& CarolynSun

scoreboard
Sept. 20
Saratoga 12, Santa Clara 8 
Goals were scored by seniors Neal Sigan-
poria and Tyler Tanaka and juniors Brandon 
Busse and Stephen Cho. 

Sept. 11
Saratoga 11, Harker 7 
Senior goalie Sean Lee had 13 blocks.

FALCON // JADE BISHT

Chandrasekher

Takahashi
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A medium-to-severe infomercial addiction
Sometimes it seems like the hours 

of weekend studying never end. 
To offset the boredom, I tend to get 

up and wander around every so often 
to look for something that seems more 
promising than endless pages of 
history notes. Fortunately, there 
is always one thing that pops out 
at me: the beloved television. 

Soon the work seems to disap-
pear when I find something that 
I deem worth watching. No, it 
is not that new episode of some 
mindless TBS sitcom—some of 
which, I admit, can be particu-
larly entertaining. And it’s not 
the next episode of “The Bachelor,” fea-
turing the usual middle-aged man going 
through a midlife crisis. It is far superior 
to any other program airing on TV right 
now: the infomercial channel.

   Yes, that is right. Repeating 10-min-

ute segments of advertisements for “In-
sanity Workout” and the magical wallet 
that you will never lose are the most 
amusing waste of time I have ever dis-
covered.

For some reason, my TV 
seems to have a vicious mind 
of its own sometimes, magically 
defaulting to that wondrous 
infomercial channel.  At first 
glance, the increasingly unre-
alistic acting and odd-sound-
ing voice-overs may not seem 
something worth a young per-
son’s valuable time. But when 
the usually-shiny and always 

attractive products start popping up on 
the screen, everything seems to change.

One of my particular favorites, Zum-
ba Fitness, has a 15-minute segment re-
playing on the same channel for hours 
on end. The fitness DVD set claims to 

combine Latin rhythms with a full-
body workout for the discounted price 
of $19.99. But wait—they are going to 
double this already fantastic offer by in-
cluding three more workout DVDs plus 
a free set of Zumba toning sticks! And 
that is where they have me sold on this 
fantastic offer.

If only I had $19.99 to spend on a 
new Zumba Fitness kit! I can just imag-
ine how much fun it would be to finally 
call that 1-800 number they flash on the 
screen, and I am absolutely positive that 
by just watching the DVDs, I will look 
exactly like the freakishly ripped people 
they feature on TV.

After Zumba Fitness has filled its 
hour-long slot, the fantastic clip that 
staples your cell phone to your head be-
gins to make its incredibly convincing 
case. This brand-new invention allows 
non-bluetooth cell phone users to have 

a hands-free way of making phone calls. 
Wrapping tightly over the user’s head as 
would a headband, the clip is available 
for the low price of $9.99.

And wait for this, it is really just un-
believable…They are going to—you 
guessed it—double the offer! Now you 
have two different colors. Gee whiz does 
that increase my chances of buying it.

I can get so caught up in these fasci-
nating new inventions that my home-
work seems to have suddenly vanished 
into thin air. That is, until my mother or 
sister finds me engrossed in infomercial 
heaven with a, “How much of a fool can 
you be?” look on her face.

Well, I guess some might call me a 
fool for drooling over generally unusual 
and useless infomercial products. But 
just wait until cell phone headband clips 
take over the nation and you do not have 
one. I’ll be the one laughing then. u

WAys to do Poorly At 
homECominG

When it comes to attire, less is 
more—even if you lose, you’ll 
win our hearts.

disregard rules, acquire en-
emies.

having to scream because you 
forgot to ask audio technician 
Gordon Blancett for the stereo 
system.

Use your parents. you might be 
d.q.’d, but at least your decora-
tions will look professional.

Get booed off stage by using the 
same yim and rector bike joke. 

nikhil Goel
rohan rajeev

Act rationally in your own self 
interest; sorry, mr. dwyer, the 
invisible hand won’t help you 
on this one.

Use Gangnam style in your 
dances, so basically everyone’s 
going to do poorly.

Bring back the Cerbone wolf 
jokes ... i dare you.

Ask the freshmen.

Ask the class of 2014.
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Endeavor fly-over sighting

Cristina
CURCELLI
CHANGE

Juniors Darst King and Izzy Zuccarino 
participate in teacher Kirk Davis’ lab 
during a Physics period on Sept. 14.Freshman Cayla Zelanis practices 

cheer with her teammates on Sept. 16. Junior Kalyani Narayan gets ready to serve 
during a tennis practice on Aug. 30.

Senior Ankita Chadha promotes her club to 
students during Club Day on Sept. 20.

At 10:37 a.m. last Friday, students 
and teachers came pouring out of their 
classrooms while the sky was filled with 
the sound of four Pratt & Whitney tur-
bofan engines.

 The scene was one of true astonish-
ment and pride as 
they watched Space 
Shuttle Endeavor 
make her last flight 
strapped on top of 
a modified Boeing 
747-100.

“Everyone was 
really excited about 
[the fly over] and really impressed, and 
it was really cool,” junior Katy Burns 
said.

This Friday morning was truly one to 
be remem-

b e r e d 
a s 

NASA flew the shuttle to its final des-
tination in Los Angeles, where it will be 
placed on display in the science muse-
um in October.

“I’ll definitely be going to L.A. the 
weekend [the space shuttle exhibit] 
opens, and I’m going to go see it and 
touch it,” science teacher Lisa Cho-

chrum said.
The space shuttle 

and its F-18 escort 
passed directly over 
the school shortly 
after making a low 
pass over Moffett 
Field at about 1,500 
feet. It then contin-

ued to fly toward Monterey and finally 
touched down at Los Angeles Interna-
tional Airport (LAX) at 12:49 p.m.

This fly-over had a lot of meaning for 
many students and teachers, since many 
grew up following the space program, 
and at one time or another, many must 

have had the dream of becoming 
an astronaut.

“[The fly-
over] really 
made my de-

cade, because 
we were watch-

ing the live Twit-
ter feed in class, and I really 

wanted to go to Moffett and go 
see it,” Cochrum said. “It’s just 

that once-in-a lifetime oppor-
tunity and to have it fly right over 

[SHS] was just really special.” u

By davidSparkman

buzzworthy

Since many grew up 
following the space 
program, many must 

have had the dream of 
becoming an astronaut.

falconfigures
years the 
Endeavour 
has flown in 
its spaceflight 
career

19
million miles 
(198 million 
kilometers) it 
has traveled 

123
billion dollars 
in construction 
spent to build 
the shuttle

1.7
missions 
Endeavour has 
flown from 
1992 to 2011 

25
hundreds of 
times Endeavour 
has revolved 
around the Earth
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