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She is the longest  serving figure on 
campus. She refuses to give her age, 
saying only, “I’m a thousand.” She is 
assistant principal Karen Hyde, who, 
after 36 years of serving the school and 
the district, will be leaving the school 
with perhaps the greatest legacy of 

anyone ever  associated  with Saratoga 
High School. 

Most everyone knows her, but few 
know her history. 

She arrived to Saratoga in her early 
20s, a UC Davis graduate and a genu-
ine baby boomer. It was the fall of 1976, 
and she had just finished teaching 
public health and science at Los Gatos 
and Pacific Oak High School. It may be 

hard to believe, but Hyde accepted her 
job at Saratoga with reluctance.

“[Former assistant principal Gerald 
Zapelli] is a real goof,” Hyde said in 
her raspy, energetic voice. “Jerry lived 
here. He kept trying to recruit me even 
when I was at Los Gatos. He would 
call me over. I was like, I’m in heaven, 

BY AnushreeDugar
& SamuelLiu

PROM

‘A Moment Like This’: 
Seniors celebrate in SF

The event many seniors anticipated ar-
rived on May 19 when they stepped into 
the InterContinental San Fran-
cisco hotel to attend senior prom, 
themed “A Moment Like This.”

After yearlong planning, the 
senior class officers finally saw 
their hard work pay off. A total 
of 316 students and chaperones 
attended senior prom. The senior 
class president Nicole Shadman 
said the turnout was successful. 

However, senior Ariel Cheng 
felt that prom was a little too long this 
year. Additionally, students were gener-
ally satisfied with the DJ, whose perfor-
mance often sets the tone for the dance.

The senior class chose their venue last 

spring, but people were still awed by the 
grandeur of the hotel. According to senior 
Alex Chiang, the students were restricted 
to staying on the provided floor, but the 
hotel was still nice.

“With the lighting, it looked re-
ally good so I was very impressed 
and excited for a great night,” 
Shadman said.

Both Cheng and Chiang cri-
tiqued that the steak was tough. 
Chiang also added that there was 
not a variety of drinks available, 
and that they only offered water 
and cranberry juice. 

Overall, however, the night 
was a success and seniors enjoyed their 
time.

“It makes me really happy when some-
thing the council has worked really hard 
on is appreciated,” Shadman said. u

ADMINISTRATION

New principal 
has a history 
of successes

School officials began searching for a 
new principal as soon as current princi-
pal Jeff Anderson announced in January 
that he would be taking a new position 
at the district office. 

After an extensive search, the district 
chose Paul Robinson, currently the prin-
cipal of Rancho Bernardo High School 
in San Diego, out of a final list of seven 
candidates.

Robinson has been involved in edu-
cation for 33 years. He has had many 
accomplishments at Rancho Bernardo, 
including starting a program to get an 
iPad for every teacher and Apple TV in 
every classroom. Next year, students at 
Rancho Bernardo will have ebooks on 
student tablets. 

“Technology is a tool, [but] what 
makes the class a great class is the teach-
er. I’d like to see us have both,” Robinson 
said. “SHS has great teachers, and we’ll 
work to give them technology that en-
hances what they do in the classroom.”

Robinson firmly believes in the ben-
efits technology brings into classrooms. 

“All technology brings is the benefit 
of ease,” Robinson said. “Whether it’s 
ease of accessing information, or ease of 
demonstration of learning, technology 
in all walks of life makes life easier.”

Robinson believes strongly in the in-
put of students in regards to improving 
classroom technology. 

BY AllisonChang
& SierraSmith
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An increase in the school’s popula-
tion means the preschool that has been 
located on campus for 15 years will be 
forced to move starting next year. 

When principal Jeff Anderson first 
arrived here seven years ago, about 
1,290 kids roamed campus. Today, the 
school is home to almost 1,400 stu-
dents. 

“We’ve crept up slowly in terms of 
population over the last four years,” 
Anderson said. “Last year was a big 
bump of about 50 kids.”

The school’s enrollment for next 
year is projected to be around 1,400 
students, but this number is subject to 
change.

“Historically, from now until August 

when we start school, we will get any-
where from 10 to 25 kids more. Over 
the summer, a lot of people decide that 
that private school is just too expen-
sive, or they just prefer Saratoga,” An-
derson said. 

Although the population of the ele-
mentary district appears to be decreas-
ing, Saratoga High’s continues to climb 
upward.

“We get a lot of people that move to 
this community with older kids, mean-
ing from sixth to 12th grade,” Ander-
son said. 

Saratoga High is in a basic-aid dis-
trict, meaning that the that the school 
receives money according to how much 
property tax revenue it receives. Other 
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    For the past two weeks, the Spanish Club has been sell-
ing hand-woven friendship bracelets known in Spanish 
as “pulseras,” made by artisans and underprivileged chil-
dren in Nicaragua. Each bracelet comes with a tag with a 
picture and signature from the creator of the bracelet. 

The Pulsera Project is a non-profit organization created 
in 2009 to provide better lives for children in Nicaragua.
The money from the bracelets will go to educational sys-
tem in Nicaragua through The Pulsera Project.

Adviser Arnaldo Rodriguex showed students a touch-
ing video on the plight of Nicaraguan children which 
inspired the desire to begin this fundraiser according to 
Spanish Club president, junior Sanjeev Suresh. 

“It is easy to forget that Saratoga’s affluence does not 
extend to all corners of the globe. Programs such as the 
Pulsera Project allow us to give to those who need it,” said 
junior Emma Lee, a Spanish Club member.

— Akshara Sekar

Spanish Club organizes ‘Pulsera’ Project

Student opinions on what is important in a schedule

falconfigures

— Anushree Dugar

SMASH’N MAP PresentationJune 1
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PULSERA PROJECT        Junior Edward Dong and other members of the Spanish Club sell hand-woven 
bracelets for $5 in order to fund youth empowerment programs in Nicaragua during lunch on May 22.

As the school year comes to a 
close, seniors are elated. Twelve 
years of hard work is coming to 
fruition, and they will be at-
tending college in the fall.

Many seniors had difficulty 
choosing which school they 
would attend.

Senior Anshu Siripurapu 
had just this very problem. 

Siripurapu had to decide 
between Claremont McK-
enna, Cornell, University of 
Southern California, 
UC Berkeley and New 
York University.

Although Siripura-
pu liked the other 
schools, he said USC 
made the best offer; he 
was offered a full tu-
ition scholarship.

“That’s hard to turn 
down,” Siripurapu 
said. “It’s roughly $43,000 a 
year, but you still have to pay 
for room and board.”

Senior Christine Liu said she 
had to decide between Wash-
ington University in St. Louis, 
UC Berkeley and UCLA.

Liu ultimately went with 
Cal.

“It’s a fantastic school with 
a good name, without the price 
of a private school,” Liu said.

However, Liu said that 

UCLA was definitely appeal-
ing, in its own way.

“It’s such a nice campus,” 
Liu said of UCLA. “I think it’s 
a nicer campus than Berkeley. 
The dorms aren’t bad. The 
food’s pretty good, and it’s in 
a better area than Cal.”

Liu said UC admissions 
have been particularly difficult 
this year.

“I’d say that there were a lot 
of people who got some sur-
prises as to where they didn’t 
get in,” Liu said. “Some people 

aimed really high, like 
a lot of Ivy League 
schools or really selec-
tive privates. No mat-
ter how awesome you 
are, you still have to be 
realistic about making 
sure you have back-
up schools that you 
would actually want to 
go to.”

Liu said that she spent her 
spring break visiting various 
schools, as she did last year. 
However, Liu said that this 
time around was different, be-
cause she now knew to which 
schools she had been accepted.

“Even though I’ve visited 
them before, after you get in 
you look at colleges from a dif-
ferent perspective,” Liu said. 
“When you tour as a junior it’s 
like ‘Will I get in?’ and now it’s 

‘Can I picture myself here.’”
Liu said she considered 

more than rankings when she 
finalized her decision.

“It’s really like if they have 
programs/classes/majors 
we’re interested in,” Liu said. 
“[And] the environment, be-
cause you’re going to live 
there for four years. It’s really 
about finding that instinctive 
reaction of finding somewhere 
where you can picture your-
self, like somewhere you feel 
comfortable and at home.”

Siripurapu said that his ad-
vice to high schoolers would be 
to just do what they love, with-
out worrying about whether 
colleges will “like it” or not.

“There are so many vari-
ables in the college admission 
process, it’s useless to try and 
change who you are to increase 
your chance of admission,” 
Siripurapu said. “Ultimately, 
the colleges that accept you 
are ones that really want you 
and value your experiences, 
insights and skills.” 

Siripurapu remarked that 
he would thus be happy at-
tending any of the colleges he 
was admitted to.

“At the end of the day, I 
think that a college experience, 
like anything else in life, will 
be largely determined by what 
you put in and get out of it.” u

Seniors find choosing colleges difficult

Source: School Site Council Survey—taken by 333 SHS students

    In fall, the possibility of a transition to a full block 
schedule aroused excitement among many teachers and 
students. However, after teachers discussed the issue, 
they chose to stay with the current partial-block schedule.

According to history teacher Matt Torrens, the depart-
ment chairs felt that there was not enough time to get a 
new schedule in place.

“If a change had to be made, classes would have to be 
adjusted,” Torrens said.

Some students, including sophomore Manini Desai, 
were happy to learn that the teachers rejected the change.

“I like having all my classes in one day to start the week. 
It’s not a big of a problem to have all of our homework due 
on Monday because we have the weekend,” Desai said.

On the other hand, students like freshman Rohit Rao 
believe that a full block schedule would be better.

“Less weekend homework would give time for more 
extracurriculars over weekends,” Rao said.

In the end, Torrens does not believe a full block will 
come to fruition anytime soon.

“Teachers are not convinced that Monday/Tuesday 
homework load is as serious a problem,” Torrens said. 

— Katherine Chang and Nikil Ramanathan

School will keep same schedule next year

    In late April, the Falcon launched its modernized web-
site, saratogafalcon.org, which consists of more than just a 
new layout. The new website, designed by senior Arnav 
Dugar, has a new look as well as many features that inte-
grate into widely used online social networks.

The site now allows students to go directly to the Fal-
con’s Facebook, Twitter or podcasts on iTunes with a click 
of a button. These widgets also allow students to bring the 
school’s trending stories into the realm of social media.

Students can tweet Falcon stories or link stories to 
their Facebook accounts. This allows all people to view 
the work of staff members on other websites other than 
saratogafalcon.org. The website also includes a sidebar 
that shows tweets from “@saratogafalcon.” With upcom-
ing events presented on a side panel, students and parents 
can keep informed of school functions.  

The Falcon hopes to welcome non-publication bloggers 
to write their own personal columns on the new website. 
These will be published on the website, but independent 
from newspaper related content. These blogs may include 
students’ opinions on school issues.

“Building the website took countless hours, but it was 
definitely worth the investment,” Dugar said.

— Akshara Sekar

New Falcon website broadens capabilities
BY SanjNalwa

Senior Awards NightJune 4
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Traveling to Spain in the middle of the 
school year, meeting kids from over 20 
different countries and representing the 
United States in an international dance 
competition—three unique opportuni-
ties that two freshmen were able 
to take part in this spring. 

Freshman Mounika Narayan-
an and Meghna Chakraborty 
experienced all this and more 
when they attended the Barce-
lona Dance Grand Prix interna-
tional competition on April 5 to 
8, held in the Teatre de Coliseum 
in Catalunya, Spain. 

Thirty-five dance groups 
from 21 countries, includ-
ing Russia, Spain, Albania, 
Greece, Belgium, Singapore, 
Switzerland, Czech Repub-
lic, Italy and more, competed 
over the span of four days. 
The competitors danced many 
different genres such as bal-
let, jazz, hip-hop, various folk 
styles and more. 

Narayanan and Chakraborty were  
two of the 13 Bay Area dancers repre-
senting the Shri Kupra Dance Company 
(SKDC), the only dance group represent-
ing the United States at the competition. 
Narayanan and Chakraborty dance a 
type of Indian classical dance called 
Bharatanatyam. 

After training about nine hours a 
week for roughly four months, the SKDC 
took home three awards from the com-
petition: Best Classical Fusion Choreog-
raphy, Best Folk Customs and the Grand 
Catalunya/Catalonia Province Mayor 
Award for Best Dance Group. 

With three hectic days of 
competition and just one day 
off, Narayanan and Chakraborty 
said the experience was “amaz-
ing and a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity,” according to 
Chakraborty. 

The days of competition were 
long and hectic for everyone in-

volved. 
“A typical day would in-

clude waking up early, going 
down for breakfast in the hotel, 
showering, and then beginning 
the process of getting ready in 
our elaborate costumes and 
makeup,” Chakraborty said. 

The dancers then headed 
off to compete at the Teatre de 
Coliseum.

“The stage was the biggest 
stage I had ever performed on, with the 
biggest audience, and it was quite nerve-
racking the first time,” Chakraborty 
said. 

“But we gave each other support and 
pulled it off.” 

Through the course of the competi-
tion, Chakraborty and Narayanan man-

BY CristinaCurcelli

English teacher to be next assistant principal

Dancing in Barcelona

Freshmen duo perform at 
international competition

Authentic Indonesian Food
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Phone: (408) 741-1514
14443C Big Basin Way (behind the UPS Store)

Sandwiches 4.99
Rice Combo 8.99

We cater!

Trying to imagine the school with-
out longtime assistant principal Karen 
Hyde seems almost impossible to most 
students and teachers. But a hiring com-
mittee recently decided to select Eng-
lish teacher Kerry Mohnike out of over 
100 applicants to fill the job following 
Hyde’s retirement. 

Many believe that with her experi-
ence and know-how about the school, 
Mohnike will be an ideal fit for the posi-
tion. Mohnike will assume her new role 
as assistant principal on July 1. 

Mohnike has worked at SHS since 
1991 and has filled numerous positions 
aside from being a regular English teach-
er. She has been the English department 
chair, summer school principal, school 
site council member, journalism adviser, 
not to mention working on almost every 
committee there is. Additionally, she has 
taught every level of English except AP 
English. 

Mohnike has been a key player in the 
development of the schools Multimedia 
Arts Program (MAP) from a small, fledg-
ling program to a strong and prominent 
one and currently is the MAP coordina-
tor.

“I was looking for an opportunity 
working with students in a whole new 

way and this afforded that opportunity 
to do that,” Mohnike said. “I thought it 
would be a new challenge and an excit-
ing way to interact with students, and 
be involved with activities and student 
leadership. Also, I can work on whole 
school issues, not just things in the class-
room.”

Her passion for teaching and educa-
tion stems from her love of teenagers 
and English.

“When I was 
a teenager, I 
loved teenagers,” 
Mohnike said. 
“The older I got, 
the more I realized 
that high school 
is such a pivotal 
time in a person’s 
life. I thought that 
if I could go and affect some lives in a 
positive way, they would go on to find 
the things they are passionate about and 
that appealed to me.”

According to assistant principal Brian 
Safine, Mohnike has already performed 
above and beyond in supporting the stu-
dents of SHS.

She participated in the Avid program 
at Saratoga High, which gave support 
to students on their way to four-year 
schools, especially if the students need-
ed assistance. She also was involved in a 

program called LIFE, an integrated histo-
ry and English course in which students 
not only learned the curriculum but also 
prepared for real-life experiences. 

“In every aspect of her teaching life 
she’s always tried to do more,” Safine 
said. “She’s always tried to look at 
what’s the next great way to get students 
excited about learning, what’s the next 
great way students are prepared for life 

after high school.”
Mohnike plans 

on forming more 
bonds with stu-
dents and influ-
encing them in a 
positive way out-
side of the class-
room in her new 
role. 

“I’m excited 
to work with the student leadership,” 
Mohnike said. “I am looking forward 
to meeting people and interacting with 
them in a different way and collaborat-
ing on projects which people care about 
and supporting them.”

The up-and-coming members of stu-
dent leadership also have a positive out-
look on the new year.

“Ms. Hyde has without a doubt taken 
care of this school for years and the ASB 
often looks to her for advice, but I have 
a feeling Ms. Mohnike will do a fantas-

tic job as the new assistant principal,” 
sophomore Nikhil Goel, next year’s ASB 
secretary, said.

The administration is excited about 
having Mohnike as part of its team. 

“I am thrilled to be able to work with 
Ms. Mohnike as part of the administra-
tive team,” Safine said. “She is progres-
sive, she is a thinker and she always al-
ways wants to look at different ways for 
doing things.”

Mohnike does have some concerns 
about transitioning from teaching to be-
ing an administrator.

“I’ll miss being in a classroom ter-
ribly,” Mohnike said. “Teaching is one 
of the best parts of my day. I think one 
of the greatest anxieties is that I would 
have to leave literature.”

Mohnike and Hyde have worked 
closely in their 21 years together and 
Mohnike is sad to see Hyde retire.

“Those students who have had her 
for four years as assistant principal, that 
is nothing in comparison with working 
with her for 21 years,” Mohnike said. 
“She leaves a big legacy and a lot of 
things to live up to.” 

However, Hyde is not taking a com-
plete step back; she will still be around if 
the need arises.

“She has promised to be close by and 
on speed dial so if there is a crisis we can 
access her,” Mohnike said. u

BY AllisonChang, AnushreeDugar
&GraceMa

new aDministration

Freshman Meghana Chakroborty performs with her dance school, the Shri Kupra Dance 
Company, on April 7 in Barcelona, Spain. SKDC specializes in Indian classical dance style.

Courtesy of MEGHANA CHACKROBORTY
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Narayanan

               English teacher Kerry Mohnike
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classroom terribly. 
Teaching is one of 
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my day.”
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“Our unique costume and dance … 
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Davey takes home ‘12-13 
district teaching award

After 19 years of dedication to the Los 
Gatos-Saratoga Joint Union High school 
district, world history teacher Mike Dav-
ey has been named the district Teacher 
of the Year for 2012-2013. 

“I was surprised, because I’ve been 
nominated a few times, and I just didn’t 
think it would happen.” Davey said. 
“There are so many great teachers on 
campus that it is an honor; it’s also a 
little embarrassing, but it’s an 
honor.”  

He will be recognized at the 
convocation of Saratoga High 
School and Los Gatos High school 
in August, and at the county of-
fice in September.

Davey has taught various 
subjects during his two decades 
here, including English, P.E. and 
social studies. 

Additionally, Davey coached 
the boys’ varsity basketball team for 14 
years before deciding to switch to coach 
the girls’ varsity basketball team for the 
past four years.       

Davey also plays an important role in 
the Media Arts Program, teaching World 
History MAP; he was also one of the 
teachers in charge of the LIFE program 
on campus several years ago.

As a teacher, Davey likes to innovate 
and come up with new and intriguing 
ways to teach his curriculum. 

“I try a lot of new things in class 
with students,” Davey said. “Some-
times they’re guinea pigs, but I do like 
to experiment with new ways to have 
students interact and demonstrate their 

BY GraceMa skills.” 
World history teacher Kirk Abe said 

Davey is a hard-working and creative 
teacher.

“He is always innovating and re-
vamping his curriculum,” Abe said. “He 
is never satisfied and always sees ways 
to improve what he does; he also genu-
inely cares about his students and will 
go the extra mile to help students.”

Sophomore Lauren Lin, one of his 
World History students, said Davey’s 

classes are engaging and inter-
active, which makes learning 
the material much easier. 

“My favorite class was prob-
ably when he brought in his Wii 
and Just Dance 2 for the Russia 
unit,” Lin said. “It’s the perfect 
example of how he makes his-
tory entertaining.” 

Sophomore Sean Su said, 
“He is a good teacher because 
he gets things done while be-

ing entertaining, and he builds relations 
with his students well.” 

Davey said his teaching owes much 
to the assistance of other teachers at the 
school. Over the years, he learned about 
teaching from sharing a classroom with 
fellow history teacher Kim Anzalone for 
a year and co-teaching the LIFE program 
with English teacher Kerry Mohnike for 
three years.

“There are so many teachers on cam-
pus who are fantastic and help me a lot 
so I’m really appreciative and thankful 
to them,” Davey said. “It’s really be-
cause so many [other] teachers around 
me are so good that I’ve improved [as a 
teacher] too.” u

When junior David Zarrin began 
working on his science fair project last 
August, he was determined to make a 
modernized and revolutionary, piston-
less engine with only four moving parts 
that could replace the inefficient modern 
combustion engine.

Zarrin accomplished his goal of build-
ing this engine, in the process winning 
not only the Grand Prize on April 1 at 
the Regional Synopsys Science Fair held 
at the San Jose Convention Center, but 
also multiple other monetary awards for 
his project. His success at the Fair landed 
him the opportunity to attend the 
Intel International Science and 
Engineering Fair (ISEF) in Pitts-
burgh in May where he placed 
second in the Electrical and Me-
chanical category.

Zarrin was inspired to devel-
op this new kind of engine by an 
air horn he noticed at his sister’s 
graduation three years ago. Ac-
cording to Zarrin, the air horn 
used a vane pump, a feature that turns 
circularly and compresses air.

“I found the solution when I wasn’t 
looking for it,” Zarrin said.

Zarrin identified that he could use the 
same two requirements—gas compres-
sion and circular motion—in an engine. 
With this in mind, he was able to devel-
op an initial design for his project that 
would turn the lateral motion of a piston 
into a cyclic motion.

With no official mentor, Zarrin re-
searched the topic and gathered infor-
mation on his own for six months before 
building anything. He then starting put-

ting together an actual model of his en-
gine at home during winter break.

The viability of his project first be-
came clear to him as he was thinking 
about how to make his engine precise 
and position all the parts of the engine 
correctly. Although he had not built any-
thing by then, Zarrin was able to visual-
ize how his project would work.

“I just had the whole picture in my 
head and I realized this has to work the-
oretically,” Zarrin said.

After building his first engine, he ran 
it in his garage for 10 or 15 seconds and 
was delighted when it was turning like 
he had expected.

“That was the first hard evi-
dence I had that it was working,” 
Zarrin said.

Despite his immediate success, 
Zarrin did run into many obsta-
cles, one of which was learning 
how to cut metal. According to 
Zarrin, machine metalling “was 
a big task” that required not only 
precision but also patience.

“I’d say the major obstacle in 
the building aspect was getting comfort-
able with cutting metal,” Zarrin said.

By overcoming these obstacles, Zarrin 
won the Synopsys Outreach Foundation 
n+1 Prize, a First Place award in the En-
gineering Category and a Certificate of 
Achievement award from the United 
States Army. Zarrin also received a few 
monetary awards, including a $100 First 
Prize award, a first place $250 and cer-
tificate Pauchon Foundation Award for 
grades 10 to 12 and a third place $25 T-
shirt and certificate Society of Vacuum 
Coaters award for grades 9-12.

“I did not think I was going to win 

[at the Regional Synopsys Science Fair] 
because all the projects were fantastic,” 
Zarrin said. “I had a feeling it was going 
to come down to how well each project 
was presented, because all the projects 
were equally brilliant.”

The science fair, according to Zarrin, 
has taught him a lot about how to carry 
out a project and analyze the results. 

Science is not just about coming up 
with an interesting topic and carrying 
out experiments; it also requires exten-
sive data analysis. After building his 
new engine this year, Zarrin ran mul-
tiple tests on it and was able to calculate 
that his design has exactly 48 percent 
less metal friction surface area compared 
to the conventional engine.

“That kind of analysis seems like you 
can just do it, but it actually takes a lot of 
practice and experience to become com-
fortable with coming up with a number 
that you can really trust,” Zarrin said.

Zarrin has had six years of experience 
carrying out such science fair projects, 
winning first place in engineering in 
eighth and tenth grades along with mon-
etary awards in ninth grade. Zarrin has 
learned not only how to analyze data, 
but also how to come up with topics that 
pertain to people’s lives. According to 
Zarrin, millions of topics are out there 
waiting for someone to investigate.

“Problems come to everyone,” Zarrin 
said. “I guess you just have to be want-
ing to solve it.” u

Junior wins big at science fair
Falcon Focus: DaviD Zarrin
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Junior David Zarrin operates a metal mill in a San Jose tech shop where he worked every 
weekend for three months on his combustion engine, which won him multiple awards. 
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fice in September.
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here, including English, P.E. and 
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Additionally, Davey coached 
the boys’ varsity basketball team for 14 
years before deciding to switch to coach 
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Having worked at Rancho Bernardo, 
a school similar to Saratoga in several 
ways, Robinson is accustomed to the 
condition of the school. Like Saratoga 
High, Rancho Bernardo High has a large 
band and a diverse student population. 

Anderson believes that because of 
the similarities between the schools, the 
transition will be smooth for Robinson.

“Socioeconomi-
cally it is a very 
similar situation, so 
he is used to the is-
sues of affluence and 
how that affects kids 
in high school and 
what their parents 
expect,” Anderson 
said. 

Out of all the candidates interviewed 
for the position, Robinson stood out be-
cause of his strong ties with students. 

“During the [campus] site visit, see-
ing him operate in his school, he came 
across as a very engaged principal,” An-
derson said. “He is totally involved in so 
many aspects of the school. The site visit 
is what made everybody on the com-
mittee be like, ‘Yes, this is a good deci-
sion.’”

Robinson hopes to establish similar 
ties to students here. 

“Probably the thing that I have loved 
the most about being the principal at RB 
is that I’ve got a great relationship with 
my students. They enjoy coming into my 
office and just talking,” Robinson said. “I 
hope the students at Saratoga and I will 
have that same connection soon.”

Besides getting to know the students, 
he is eager to work with the staff and the 
entire Saratoga community as well. 

“The great thing about both schools 
is that the students and staff work really 
well together. That’s what makes it excit-

ing for me to come join you,” Robinson 
said. “The sense of pride and accomplish-
ment is the greatest when we achieve to-
gether and support each other.”

Robinson became interested in edu-
cation during his junior year in college 
while he was working at several basket-
ball camps. 

He was influenced in decision af-
ter meeting legendary basketball coach 
John Wooden, who coached at UCLA 

for many years and was 
previously a high school 
English teacher.

“[Wooden] talked to 
me about some of the 
great things he enjoyed 
about teaching school, 
[such as] working with 
young men and women 

and so he inspired me to pursue a teach-
ing credential, which I did,” Robinson 
said.

Robinson has a bachelor’s degree 
from Point Loma Nazarene University 
and obtained his master’s degree in 
educational administration and admin-
istrative credential from National Uni-
versity. 

After receiving his master’s degree, 
he spent 17 years as an English teacher, 
16 as an administrator and the last eight 
as a principal. 

Robinson will not begin working at 
Saratoga until July, but before he can 
start taking action, he wants to get a feel 
for the environment in Saratoga.

“I need to come up [to the school] 
and do a lot of listening and do a lot of 
observing and get to know the students, 
the staff and the community really well,” 
Robinson said. His biggest immediate 
challenge as learning the names of every 
students and staff members.

“Each school has its own culture, so 
I’ll be doing a lot of observation to see 
where I fit in,” Robinson said. u

Teacher’s long recovery 
after freak hand injury

Last year, May 1 seemed like anoth-
er typical adult league soccer game for 
English teacher Meg Battey, who was 
playing defender until an opponent’s 
miscalculated kick landed full force 
against Battey’s right hand. 

“At first my hand went numb, and 
I was trying to shake it to get the feel-
ing back,” Battey said. “I looked 
down and there was blood ev-
erywhere.”

Luckily for Battey, one of the 
men on the sideline was a fire-
fighter, who put her finger in a 
splint and told her to go to a hos-
pital as soon as possible. 

However, because Battey was 
already in shock, the man did 
not mention the severity of her hand 
injury.

“At the hospital, the lady that was 
taking my information said, ‘Hey your 
bone is sticking out of your finger,’ so I 
almost passed out, but my husband’s 
friend caught me,” Battey said.

After waiting in the ER for six hours, 
Battey finally underwent emergency 
surgery.

“I was out for three weeks [from 
school] because the injury was so bad,” 
Battey said. “I was definitely Franken-
stein. They had pins through my hands 
and this metal attachment as well. My 
students remember it; it was really 
gross.”

Grading papers became especially 
difficult for Battey since her writing 
hand was injured.  

“I wrote very badly with my left 
hand and I was able to hold a pencil 
very awkwardly with my right,” Bat-
tey said. “My students last year were 
able to decipher some of my terrible 
writing, which was helpful.”

Consequently, Battey turned to al-
ternative methods of grading that were 
not as writing intensive. 

“I had been able to type better than 
I can write, so I had been using a lot 
of rubrics,” Battey said. “I would high-
light comments that I would have usu-
ally given to the student and met with 
students more at tutorial to give feed-
back that way.” 

The road to recovery was a difficult 
one for Battey. 

Until last November, she 
went through constant physi-
cal therapy including ultra-
sound and red light therapy. 

Because she still felt pain in 
her hand in December, Battey 
sought a specialist who told 
her she would need two sur-
geries. 

Battey decided she would take two 
weeks off before spring break this year 
and the week after break for the first 
surgery. 

“It was definitely experimental,” 
Battey said. “The specialist didn’t 
know if there was anything to do to 
help me, so he went on a limb and re-
moved my screws, took the scar tissue 
off the tendon and shaved off the bone. 
It’s so much better now.”

The first surgery was such a success 
that the doctor has told Battey that she 
will not have to undergo the second 
surgery that was originally planned, 
which would have required an eight to 
10 week recovery period. 

Although some pain still lingers and 
Battey goes to physical therapy twice a 
week, Battey is grateful for the success 
of the first surgery.

“I’m really happy that I had this sur-
gery,” Battey said. “My hand will never 
be the same again, but I can wrap my 
hand around a baseball and throw it to 
my kids, so I’m happy.” u
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schools, in revenue-limit districts, are 
given money from the state based on the 
number of students they have.

“The more kids they have, the more 
money they get, and the more stuff they 
can do,” Anderson said. “We get a set 
amount of money whether we have 
1,000 or 1,400 kids, and we can do a lot 
more with 1,000. With 
1,400, we have to open 
more classes and pay 
more teachers.”

Despite the increase 
in population, Anderson 
is cautiously optimis-
tic that the school is in 
relatively good financial 
shape.

“We passed the parcel 
tax and things are look-
ing good, but there are 
space issues,” he added. 

After 15 years on cam-
pus, World of Discovery 
Preschool will be mov-
ing to Argonaut Elementary School next 
year due to a lack of available space.

“We’d love to have it here, but we 
need those classrooms to do our busi-
ness. That’s really valuable space for 
us,” Anderson said. “Right now, we 
have teachers that are walking into a so-
cial studies room to teach health. That’s 
not a great situation,” he  said.

Assistant principal Kevin Mount, 
however, thinks the school does have 
enough space; it simply must be allo-
cated properly.

“We have a variety of needs. We have 

some programs occupying spaces that 
may not be the best spaces for them to 
occupy,” Mount said.

As with any long-term plan of reorga-
nization, it will take years to implement 
these changes. 

“We’d like to better utilize our stor-
age space; we’d like to have a more cen-
trally located staff room; we’d like to ac-
commodate band in a way that’s more 

appropriate than right 
at the top of the quad 
steps,” Mount said. 

Mount plans to take 
up these issues with the 
principal Paul Robin-
son next year. He is also 
interested in what stu-
dents feel would be the 
best use of space. 

“We need to think 
broadly in terms of 
what’s the most appro-
priate usage of space so 
we can proceed in an 
organized, thoughtful 
way,” he added.

As of yet, the school has no concrete 
plans for what will become of the space 
available by the preschool’s departure.

The school’s special-education pro-
gram is also expanding, but they only 
have a few classrooms available.

The administration has been discuss-
ing the shortage of space for a few years, 
in addition to potential safety issues.  

Although no real incidents have oc-
curred yet, Anderson worries about be-
ing responsible for small children in an 
emergency. 

“I would feel more comfortable about 

our ability to keep everybody safe if I 
didn’t have to worry about [the pre-
school kids],” Anderson said.

The relocation of the preschool pres-
ents challenges, especially to the child 
psychology class.  The class visits and 
works with the preschool students on a 
weekly basis, so moving the preschool 
would inhibit their activities. 

“We won’t have the preschool right 
here for us to go over anytime we want,” 
child psychology teacher Laressa Ridge 
said.  

Anderson, however, is confident that 
they have found a solution.

“Argonaut [Elementary School] is not 
that far away and we’ve figured we can 
get transportation to get the Saratoga 
High students over to Argonaut to do 
what they do here,” Anderson said.

Administrators are hoping to have 
completed the move by August so ev-
erything is ready for the start of the next 
school year.  However, this deadline 
may not be met because Argonaut is not 
yet ready to host the preschool.  

Despite any setbacks, Anderson re-
mains optimistic about the move. 

“One way or the other, we’ll figure it 
out,” Anderson said. u

PoPulaTion  Campus preschool to move to Argonaut

  The sense of pride 
and accomplishment 
is greatest when we 

achieve together
Principal Paul Robinson

bigidea
What

Preschool moving to 
Argonaut Elementary

Why
Limited number of class-

rooms on campus

Effect on the high school
The school will have to 

arrange transportation for 
child psychology students 
to and from the preschool
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principal’s secretary Susan Dini

LEGACY ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 
KAREN HYDE HAS BEEN 
HERE 36 YEARS — AND 
WHAT A RIDE IT HAS 
BEEN

The thing about Mrs. Hyde is that 
she’s really hard to find, but when 
you do find her, she’ll drop ev-

erything to talk to you. I always end up 
lurking in her door for a couple minutes 
trying to talk to her so I don’t take up 
too much time, and then, chances are, I’ll 
end up on her couch.

We end up talking and I feel very zen; 
I always feel like I have a sense of pur-
pose when I’m on her couch, no matter 
what we’re talking about. What’s awe-
some about her, what I’ll miss so much, 

is that she has such a great combination 
of super-sassiness, but is also super car-
ing. I think you have to have both to be a 
good educator. 

She’s also in-
credibly obser-
vant—she knows 
everyone, not 
just because she’s 
been here forever, 
but because she’s 
so observant. She 
can size people 
up in a matter of 
seconds and she 
can sense when someone is off or needs 
help. I hope to be able to do that; I think 
a lot of people do. She’s so awesome in 
that way. 

She can keep tabs on everyone; I 
have appreciated that she always asks 
me about my son and my grandma. 
I don’t know how she remembers all 
these things and keeps all these things 

straight, but I think that’s what makes 
her so great and it is also what most of us 
will miss about her. She’s basically the 

school-mom and it’ll be 
hard to find a new one.
One thing that stands 
out, which is kind of 
small, was what she 
did when I chaperoned 
the junior prom for a 
couple of years. I used 
to drag my husband 
along, and Mrs. Hyde 
knew that my grandma 
wasn’t doing so well 

and we didn’t always get to see her, so 
she would make sure that we would 
take a prom picture. 

Right when we got there, even before 
we checked people in, she’d get us our 
tabs, take us over there and say, ‘They’re 
taking a picture free of charge.’ She’d al-
ways ask me about my grandma’s reac-
tion. Just the little things—knowing that 

that’s important to my grandma and 
that she’s proud of me. That definitely 
stands out.
    Recently, all of her work on Every 15 
Minutes was amazing. I know it was su-
per hard and when I saw her a couple 
of times, she was definitely frazzled. It 
was an incredible amount of work. And 
the bravery and courage she has, going 
around to the parents and realizing that 
it’s about the end and not necessarily the 
process.

    I’ve been in some of the most dif-
ficult situations with students: personal 
issues, parental loss, parental conflicts. 
But Mrs. Hyde has such a way of be-
ing able to help smooth a conversation, 
which makes a relatively new teacher, 
like me when I got here, just feel so 
much more comfortable in a meeting or 
a situation that could be really scary or 
intense. In a situation where you don’t 
know what to do, she’s the way that you 
find your way out. u

A teacher’s tale from Hyde’s couch

Ritchie

As told to 
Aashna Muk-
erji by English 
teacher Natasha 
Ritchie

HYDE  The life and memories of Karen Hyde at Saratoga
continued from pg. 1

why would I leave Los Gatos. This is all 
his fault. It is Jerry Zapelli’s fault.”

At Saratoga, Hyde taught science, 
public health, special education and 
cheerleading.

After Zapelli’s death in 1976, she was 
promoted to assistant principal. She was 
a rather unorthodox assistant principal, 
often going to houses and talking to stu-
dents’ mothers when their children mis-
behaved. Hyde agrees that she almost 
always takes the the side of the students. 
When a student approaches her with a 
project idea, she often becomes a part of 
the project herself. When a student gets 
in trouble, she tries to help the offender 
while also doing her best to administer 
the rules.

“I like kids, why would you be a 
teacher if you don’t?” she said.

Even so, being an assistant principal 
responsible for disciplinary action was 
“like getting your teeth drilled.” In her 
very first incident, a student assaulted a 
teacher and Hyde was forced to admin-
ister an expulsion.

“The police took the kid,” she said. “I 
went to his house to talk to his mother. 
When you do something, you have to 
do it 100 percent.”

‘Twas a time before Homecoming
“Los Gatos was always the more fun 

school, even then,” said Hyde, whose 
arrival helped create Homecoming and 
other now common-place festivities. 
“The teachers [here] were like ‘what 
are you doing? A special schedule for 
Homecoming?’”

Under Hyde’s directions, students 

built floats and carried them to Los Ga-
tos, where they would run around the 
field and make a mess. One time, a float 
fell off a car on 
Highway 9.

“It was way 
too much,” 
she said with 
a smirk. “I 
never thought 
through any-
thing.”

She has lived 
through the 
highs and lows 
of the school, 
dealing with 
everything an 
administrator 
could encoun-
ter, from orga-
nizing broom 
hockey games 
to dealing with 
drug busts.

In the late 
1980s, the su-
perintendent 
enrolled an undercover policeman to 
blend in with the students; he was in his 
20s but looked 15. A massive drug bust 
among the senior class followed.

“It was awful,” Hyde said. “It was 
the low of my career. Nobody on cam-
pus knew [about the undercover cop].”

But there were less awful stories, 
ones that Hyde tells with a smile.

One day, a student came in with his 
hands handcuffed behind his back; his 
friend, most likely an underclassman 
according to Hyde, had done it and had 
lost the key.

“[He was like] handcuffs have keys?” 
Hyde rolls her eyes. “Morons!”

Hyde said to the friend who hand-
cuffed the student, 
“If he needs to go to 
the bathroom, you’re 
helping him.” Later, 
the office had to call 
the police to unlock 
the handcuffs.

Another less amus-
ing situation involved 
alcohol. It was the ‘80s 
and on the last day 
of school, and then-
senior Dennis Fox 
made the “brilliant 
move” of going out 
to drink. Hyde made 
him sit on a chair in 
the office and called 
his parents. Hyde re-
called the events that 
followed.

In a fit of rage, Fox’s 
mom walked into the 
office. She looked her 
son in the eye, then 

turned to Mrs. Hyde. The mom spoke 
out of her teeth, slowly, emphasizing 
every word: “You … just … let … him 
… sit.”

By that time everyone had already 
left for summer. But his mom wasn’t 
done. She said to Dennis, “Give me 
your keys.” Dennis whimpered, “But!” 
He was silenced by a glare. He handed 
his keys over to his mom, who promptly 
stormed out of the room. Dennis walked 
home.

“His father owned the local Bud-
weiser [distributor],” Hyde said with an 

amused smile.
In the 1990s, alumni Philip Sung and 

Kalvin Wang approached Hyde with the 
plan to create  a school-centered website 
called saratogahigh.com. It was a huge 
project; they had to manually hand out 
passwords to each Saratoga High stu-
dent and parent.

Hyde, as much a part of the project 
as the students themselves, worked 
with these students to see that their goal 
would be accomplished. 

“We lived in the office that summer,” 
said Hyde, never one to discourage a 
dream.

Looking forward
All that Hyde has done for and with 

her students will not be forgotten after 
she graduates at the end of this year. 
The accomplishments and events she 
introduced will forever be a large part 
of Saratoga culture. Hyde’s son, senior 
Mac Hyde, will also graduate this year.

“I’m not leaving, I’m just graduat-
ing,” she said.

Hyde plans to go into college coun-
seling for athletes, combining her love 
of kids with her love for athletics. It will 
be a small non-profit affair.

But next year, there will be no Hyde 
on campus, something the school has 
not seen since 36 years ago when she 
walked onto campus with a force of per-
sonality so great, it changed students’ 
lives.

She is asked on her life’s philosophy. 
She thinks, then answers with a ques-

tion.
“Is there ever a time where you stop 

and say to yourself, ‘I’m having the time 
of my life?’” u

36

?

2.7 

Years Mrs. Hyde has 
been at Saratoga. 
That’s twice the 
age of a graduating 
senior.

Her age. She refuses 
to tell.

Approximate 
millions of minutes 
that Hyde has spent 
on campus (not 
including the times 
she’s slept in the 
office).

She has two 
children, Hayes and 
Mac.2
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We’ve talked about putting one of those 
anklet [monitor] bracelets and looking 

at where she is throughout the school. It’s like 
playing ‘Where’s Waldo?’ She’s a got a great 
sense of humor. It’s offbeat like the rest of us. 
She’s sharp and she’s quick. She’ll be missed 
and we just wish her the best because she is the 
best.

teacher Lisa Cochrum

Back in 1997, science teacher Lisa Co-
chrum’s whiteboard fell on her. She tried 

to prevent the board from completely falling 
over by holding it up with her hands. Hyde 
burst into the room with a wheelchair, think-
ing that Cochrum was severely injured.

“This is my favorite memory because 
Hyde was coming to my room thinking I was 
dead the whole time,” Cochrum said. “But 
as soon as she got to the room she saw me 
holding the whiteboard up and just cracked 
up laughing.

 

teacher Sarah Voorhees

My favorite memory of Mrs. Hyde is prob-
ably dancing with her during quad day at 

homecomming or during the teacher dance of 
Bombay in the Bay.  I also really enjoyed hav-
ing her kids, Hayes and Mac, in my Spanish 
classes.

The school will change so much without Mrs. 
Hyde.  Because of her, every ASB activity goes 
smoothly.  She has a way of getting everybody 
to work together to make things happen.  I don’t 
know if there is anybody out there that is going 
to give so much of their heart and soul to Sara-
toga High school like Mrs. Hyde has.

She knows everyone, not 
just because she’s been 

here forever, but because 
she’s so observant. 
Teacher Natasha Ritchie
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she’s really hard to find, but when 
you do find her, she’ll drop ev-

erything to talk to you. I always end up 
lurking in her door for a couple minutes 
trying to talk to her so I don’t take up 
too much time, and then, chances are, I’ll 
end up on her couch.

We end up talking and I feel very zen; 
I always feel like I have a sense of pur-
pose when I’m on her couch, no matter 
what we’re talking about. What’s awe-
some about her, what I’ll miss so much, 

is that she has such a great combination 
of super-sassiness, but is also super car-
ing. I think you have to have both to be a 
good educator. 

She’s also in-
credibly obser-
vant—she knows 
everyone, not 
just because she’s 
been here forever, 
but because she’s 
so observant. She 
can size people 
up in a matter of 
seconds and she 
can sense when someone is off or needs 
help. I hope to be able to do that; I think 
a lot of people do. She’s so awesome in 
that way. 

She can keep tabs on everyone; I 
have appreciated that she always asks 
me about my son and my grandma. 
I don’t know how she remembers all 
these things and keeps all these things 

straight, but I think that’s what makes 
her so great and it is also what most of us 
will miss about her. She’s basically the 

school-mom and it’ll be 
hard to find a new one.
One thing that stands 
out, which is kind of 
small, was what she 
did when I chaperoned 
the junior prom for a 
couple of years. I used 
to drag my husband 
along, and Mrs. Hyde 
knew that my grandma 
wasn’t doing so well 

and we didn’t always get to see her, so 
she would make sure that we would 
take a prom picture. 

Right when we got there, even before 
we checked people in, she’d get us our 
tabs, take us over there and say, ‘They’re 
taking a picture free of charge.’ She’d al-
ways ask me about my grandma’s reac-
tion. Just the little things—knowing that 

that’s important to my grandma and 
that she’s proud of me. That definitely 
stands out.
    Recently, all of her work on Every 15 
Minutes was amazing. I know it was su-
per hard and when I saw her a couple 
of times, she was definitely frazzled. It 
was an incredible amount of work. And 
the bravery and courage she has, going 
around to the parents and realizing that 
it’s about the end and not necessarily the 
process.

    I’ve been in some of the most dif-
ficult situations with students: personal 
issues, parental loss, parental conflicts. 
But Mrs. Hyde has such a way of be-
ing able to help smooth a conversation, 
which makes a relatively new teacher, 
like me when I got here, just feel so 
much more comfortable in a meeting or 
a situation that could be really scary or 
intense. In a situation where you don’t 
know what to do, she’s the way that you 
find your way out. u

A teacher’s tale from Hyde’s couch

Ritchie

As told to 
Aashna Muk-
erji by English 
teacher Natasha 
Ritchie

HYDE  The life and memories of Karen Hyde at Saratoga
continued from pg. 1

why would I leave Los Gatos. This is all 
his fault. It is Jerry Zapelli’s fault.”

At Saratoga, Hyde taught science, 
public health, special education and 
cheerleading.

After Zapelli’s death in 1976, she was 
promoted to assistant principal. She was 
a rather unorthodox assistant principal, 
often going to houses and talking to stu-
dents’ mothers when their children mis-
behaved. Hyde agrees that she almost 
always takes the the side of the students. 
When a student approaches her with a 
project idea, she often becomes a part of 
the project herself. When a student gets 
in trouble, she tries to help the offender 
while also doing her best to administer 
the rules.

“I like kids, why would you be a 
teacher if you don’t?” she said.

Even so, being an assistant principal 
responsible for disciplinary action was 
“like getting your teeth drilled.” In her 
very first incident, a student assaulted a 
teacher and Hyde was forced to admin-
ister an expulsion.

“The police took the kid,” she said. “I 
went to his house to talk to his mother. 
When you do something, you have to 
do it 100 percent.”

‘Twas a time before Homecoming
“Los Gatos was always the more fun 

school, even then,” said Hyde, whose 
arrival helped create Homecoming and 
other now common-place festivities. 
“The teachers [here] were like ‘what 
are you doing? A special schedule for 
Homecoming?’”

Under Hyde’s directions, students 

built floats and carried them to Los Ga-
tos, where they would run around the 
field and make a mess. One time, a float 
fell off a car on 
Highway 9.

“It was way 
too much,” 
she said with 
a smirk. “I 
never thought 
through any-
thing.”

She has lived 
through the 
highs and lows 
of the school, 
dealing with 
everything an 
administrator 
could encoun-
ter, from orga-
nizing broom 
hockey games 
to dealing with 
drug busts.

In the late 
1980s, the su-
perintendent 
enrolled an undercover policeman to 
blend in with the students; he was in his 
20s but looked 15. A massive drug bust 
among the senior class followed.

“It was awful,” Hyde said. “It was 
the low of my career. Nobody on cam-
pus knew [about the undercover cop].”

But there were less awful stories, 
ones that Hyde tells with a smile.

One day, a student came in with his 
hands handcuffed behind his back; his 
friend, most likely an underclassman 
according to Hyde, had done it and had 
lost the key.

“[He was like] handcuffs have keys?” 
Hyde rolls her eyes. “Morons!”

Hyde said to the friend who hand-
cuffed the student, 
“If he needs to go to 
the bathroom, you’re 
helping him.” Later, 
the office had to call 
the police to unlock 
the handcuffs.

Another less amus-
ing situation involved 
alcohol. It was the ‘80s 
and on the last day 
of school, and then-
senior Dennis Fox 
made the “brilliant 
move” of going out 
to drink. Hyde made 
him sit on a chair in 
the office and called 
his parents. Hyde re-
called the events that 
followed.

In a fit of rage, Fox’s 
mom walked into the 
office. She looked her 
son in the eye, then 

turned to Mrs. Hyde. The mom spoke 
out of her teeth, slowly, emphasizing 
every word: “You … just … let … him 
… sit.”

By that time everyone had already 
left for summer. But his mom wasn’t 
done. She said to Dennis, “Give me 
your keys.” Dennis whimpered, “But!” 
He was silenced by a glare. He handed 
his keys over to his mom, who promptly 
stormed out of the room. Dennis walked 
home.

“His father owned the local Bud-
weiser [distributor],” Hyde said with an 

amused smile.
In the 1990s, alumni Philip Sung and 

Kalvin Wang approached Hyde with the 
plan to create  a school-centered website 
called saratogahigh.com. It was a huge 
project; they had to manually hand out 
passwords to each Saratoga High stu-
dent and parent.

Hyde, as much a part of the project 
as the students themselves, worked 
with these students to see that their goal 
would be accomplished. 

“We lived in the office that summer,” 
said Hyde, never one to discourage a 
dream.

Looking forward
All that Hyde has done for and with 

her students will not be forgotten after 
she graduates at the end of this year. 
The accomplishments and events she 
introduced will forever be a large part 
of Saratoga culture. Hyde’s son, senior 
Mac Hyde, will also graduate this year.

“I’m not leaving, I’m just graduat-
ing,” she said.

Hyde plans to go into college coun-
seling for athletes, combining her love 
of kids with her love for athletics. It will 
be a small non-profit affair.

But next year, there will be no Hyde 
on campus, something the school has 
not seen since 36 years ago when she 
walked onto campus with a force of per-
sonality so great, it changed students’ 
lives.

She is asked on her life’s philosophy. 
She thinks, then answers with a ques-

tion.
“Is there ever a time where you stop 

and say to yourself, ‘I’m having the time 
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We’ve talked about putting one of those 
anklet [monitor] bracelets and looking 

at where she is throughout the school. It’s like 
playing ‘Where’s Waldo?’ She’s a got a great 
sense of humor. It’s offbeat like the rest of us. 
She’s sharp and she’s quick. She’ll be missed 
and we just wish her the best because she is the 
best.

teacher Lisa Cochrum

Back in 1997, science teacher Lisa Co-
chrum’s whiteboard fell on her. She tried 

to prevent the board from completely falling 
over by holding it up with her hands. Hyde 
burst into the room with a wheelchair, think-
ing that Cochrum was severely injured.

“This is my favorite memory because 
Hyde was coming to my room thinking I was 
dead the whole time,” Cochrum said. “But 
as soon as she got to the room she saw me 
holding the whiteboard up and just cracked 
up laughing.

 

teacher Sarah Voorhees

My favorite memory of Mrs. Hyde is prob-
ably dancing with her during quad day at 

homecomming or during the teacher dance of 
Bombay in the Bay.  I also really enjoyed hav-
ing her kids, Hayes and Mac, in my Spanish 
classes.

The school will change so much without Mrs. 
Hyde.  Because of her, every ASB activity goes 
smoothly.  She has a way of getting everybody 
to work together to make things happen.  I don’t 
know if there is anybody out there that is going 
to give so much of their heart and soul to Sara-
toga High school like Mrs. Hyde has.

She knows everyone, not 
just because she’s been 

here forever, but because 
she’s so observant. 
Teacher Natasha Ritchie
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Downtime necessary 
for student success

Community service. It stems from the 
hearts of giving humanitarians, a product 
of virtue, dedication and benevolence.  
Consequently, college admissions value 
high school students who do community 
service, noting the number of hours stu-
dents have dedicated.

 However, the meaning of service has 
been corrupted among high schoolers; 
they have begun to focus on the quantity 
of service rather than the quality. 

Generally, volunteer clubs on high 
school campuses provide easy and con-
venient events for club members to sign 
up for. 

These volunteer opportunities can 
range from sitting at a counter selling 
football tickets to passing water bottles 
for a marathon. An hour of that kind of 
work appears equal to the same amount 
of time spent helping the homeless.

 Unfortunately, some students prefer 
the effortlessness of volunteering events 
such as doing office jobs like stapling 
packets at a hospital, diluting the serious 
definition of community service. 

Volunteering has become a matter of 
putting digits on a college admissions re-
sume rather than of kindness or a desire 
to contribute to human welfare.

Prior to last year, the school has given 
out cords during graduation to honor 

those who have completed over 100 
hours of community service through-
out their high school career. Starting last 
year, the administration has banned hon-
oring students for academics and com-
munity service during the graduation 
ceremony in favor of wearing cords only 
on Senior Awards night and recognition 
in the graduation pamphlet. 

A reason that pushed for this ban was 
the floods of parental complaints. The 
administration had to put a firm foot 
down on parents arguing their son or 
daughter merely failed to meet the ap-
plication deadline for the cords or was 
a hair’s breadth away from meeting 100 
hours.

With so much of a student’s life be-
ing dictated by numbers, whether it be a 
SAT score or a GPA, students now strive 
to get the highest number of volunteer 
hours possible, sometimes without gain-
ing meaning.

Instead of focusing on the humanitar-
ian aspect of community service, parents 
and students alike have started to pri-
oritize the college-app-boosting compo-
nents and awards of community service. 
This readjustment of moral values has 
taken away the meaning of true commu-
nity service.

Some believe that the recognition of 
those who really care about the commu-
nity has been unfairly removed. How-
ever, the removal of cords weeds out the 

BY KatherineChang
& KellyLiu

Fearing the first few weeks of May, ju-
niors and seniors braced themselves for 
approaching AP exams. They purchased 
preparation books, reviewed old notes 
and formed study groups.  A whole year 
of effort and concentration culminated in 
this period of height-
ened tension. 

Sometime near in 
the future comes June, 
when everyone can 
finally enjoy a long 
breath of the seaside 
breeze. Until then, 
however, many stu-
dents feel they must 
unconditionally resist 
every impulse to re-
lax. 

From another perspective, Stanford 
professor Denise Pope, who gave a par-
ent seminar in the McAfee Center on 
Apr. 29 titled “A Well-balanced Child: 
Parenting successful students without 
stressing them out,” identified the im-
portance of scheduling more downtime 
for students striving to succeed.

Downtime consists of simply resting 
and rejuvenating through activities such 
as reading and listening to music. Pope 
said spending time to relax and to appre-
ciate family not only boosts productivity 
but also drastically improves emotional 
health and vitality.

According to Pope, scheduling man-
datory downtime enhances learning by 
allowing students to reflect on what they 
have studied and by preventing them 
from burning themselves out. Thus, se-
rious rest deprivation before AP testing 
can potentially prove detrimental to test-
takers.

In addition, the benefits of relax-
ing extend well beyond the classroom. 
Downtime helps students reach a differ-
ent type of success as well: a healthier 
and more dynamic lifestyle.

“Free time fosters creativity and emo-
tional development.  It gives you the op-
portunity to deepen relationships and 
learn about yourself,” clinical psycholo-
gist Dan Gottlieb wrote in an article 
titled “Teenagers drastically need more 
downtime.”

“Without free time, I worry that you 
could grow into 
adulthood valuing 
yourself more for 
your performance 
than for your human-
ity,” Gottlieb said, 
“therefore putting 
yourself at greater 
risk of self-absorp-
tion, depression and 
anxiety disorders.”

 Although teenag-
ers generally recognize the importance 
of free time for the emotional and social 
development of a toddler, many seem to 
view downtime as increasingly dispens-
able as high school years drag on. 

However, as Gottlieb argues, academ-
ic achievement in school does not con-
vert into the development of a healthy 
personality. 

Students, through emotionally dif-
ficult phases encountered during high 
school, must nurture the “humanity” 
within them in order to become success-
ful and confident adults. 

Too often, much of the pressure to 
receive high scores on AP tests comes 
from adults. Parents can help children 
succeed by understanding that students 
need time to relax. 

Moreover, parents can set a more pos-
itive example by spending more time 
with the family and by partaking, once 
in a while, in their own leisurely pur-
suits.

Ultimately, however, the responsi-
bility falls upon students.  As AP tests 
have passed and finals approach, no one 
should forget that downtime, in suffi-
cient amounts, contributes to success. u

BY EdwardDong

Community service has lost its meaning
candidcaricatures

JOANNA LEE

Free time fosters creativ-
ity and emotional devel-
opment. It gives you the 
opportunity to deepen 

relationships.”  
Psychologist Dan Gottlieb

BY EvalineJu

Each school year begins with the 
infamous freshman orientation, the 
introduction of the incoming fresh-
men to the daunting world of high 
school. At Saratoga it is spiced up 
with the leadership of Link Crew lead-
ers, upperclassmen who put in hours 
of preparation to dress up, entertain 
and introduce groups of freshmen to 
the school. 

Yet just a few months or even a 
few weeks later, upperclassmen can 
be heard trying to recall the names of 
their Link freshmen, and some fresh-
men even admit that they never really 
learned the names of 
their Link Crew lead-
ers. As well-meaning 
as Link Crew is, “links” 
often do not truly form 
between many Link 
Crew leaders and their 
freshmen. 

Beyond running the 
one day of freshman 
orientation, Link Crew 
leaders also have to 
lead about three tuto-
rials at the beginning 
of the school year, host 
Link Crew events such 
as “Coffee and Cram,” 
and contact their freshmen monthly. 

Yet not enough bonding occurs be-
tween the leaders and the freshmen. 
During events, the freshmen congre-
gate into their own separate groups, 
with the occasional “How’s freshman 
year going?” from the upperclassmen. 
Other than during the forced encoun-
ters in Link Crew events, many fresh-
men do not associate with their Link 
Crew leaders. Thus, there is not much 
relatable information between the two 
groups to discuss.

Aside from attempting to link the 
upperclassmen with the freshmen, it 
should address issues. Freshman ori-
entation should not consist of simply 
introducing freshmen to the campus 
layout, the personalities of different 

teachers and the difficulty of various 
classes. 

If there exists a problem with bully-
ing in the freshman classes as there has 
in the past two, the issue should be ad-
dressed from the start, beginning with 
freshman orientation. To maintain the 
“Saratoga culture” of limited bullying 
and cheating, students, parents and 
staff cannot merely complain about the 
problem and try to reform it after the 
problem has spread. 

Teachers can aid Link Crew by ob-
serving and analyzing the adjustment 
and progress of the freshmen in their 
classrooms. 

While it is too much to hope that Link 
Crew can eradicate 
bullying in the fresh-
man class, it would be 
a step toward minimiz-
ing the problem. 

Currently freshmen 
are paired with their 
Link leaders after both 
the incoming freshmen 
and upperclassmen 
note their most im-
portant extracurricular 
activities. One extra-
curricular may prove 
a common interest, but 
it can be hard to bond. 
More interests should 

be noted when Link leaders complete 
their applications.

Additionally, both the freshmen and 
Link leaders could take surveys, so 
people with similar personalities can 
be grouped together. For example, a 
group of people who love performing 
shows could bond more than people 
who just note they love dancing. Hope-
fully then more true friendships and 
“links” can be formed. 

Freshman orientation and Link 
Crew, however, need not consist of 
boring lectures on bullying. Link Crew 
members should incorporate enter-
tainment as well as lessons for the 
freshmen to easily transition from their 
middle school lives to the larger world 
of Saratoga. u

Link Crew needs true links

less sincere, the students who do com-
munity service solely for the hours. 

By removing the cords, the obsession 
with racking in hours of community ser-
vice has diminished, and the students 
who have better intentions continue to 
do service. While the graduating class 
will have to go through their graduation 
without cords, the sincerity of commu-
nity service will recover.

Community service clubs on campus 
should further promote the benefits of 
a service event rather than its simplicity 

and hours. What students can take away 
from the ban of the cords, a result of the 
title-recognition hysteria, is to do what 
makes them genuinely happy. 

The accumulation of experience for 
aiding the needy and poor is more re-
warding than numbers on an applica-
tion. Compared with what one can take 
away from 100 solid hours of true ser-
vice, does a cord for one day really mat-
ter? Community service should go back 
to its roots of being a matter of heart, not 
head. u

bigideaTH
E

The Problem
A weak bond between Link 
Leaders and their freshmen 
sometimes causes Link Crew 
to be ineffective.

The Solution
Link Crew leaders should 
focus more on issues sur-
rounding high school, such 
as bullying.

Issues Within Link Crew
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Socratic discussions in all subjects 
would fill void in countless classes
Over two thousand years ago, 

Socrates introduced the power 
of discussion through his So-

cratic method, a dialectical form of 
inquiry and debate based on asking 
and answering questions to stimulate 
critical thinking. In the vast majority of 
modern high school classrooms, how-
ever, emphasis on rote memorization 
and teaching to the test have buried 
Socrates’s ideals. 

Though humanities classrooms of-
ten use Socratic seminars to discuss 
and explore ideas, introducing similar 
discussions to math and science classes 
would provoke independent thinking 
and reasoning skills, an aspect critical 
to high school education. 

In many science and math courses, 
teaching methods tend to be fairly 
standard: Students listen to lectures, 
do their homework, take exams and re-
peat. This orthodox form of education, 
however, makes passing tests the main 
incentive for learning. Without the 
opportunity to ponder the real-world 
value of their knowledge, students are 
likely to forget what they learned after 
their final exams or AP tests end. 

Introducing Socratic seminars to 
math or science classes may seem 
counterintuitive, but it would allow 
students to ponder theories and ap-
plications behind the concepts they are 
taught to blindly memorize. Through 
discussion in math classes, for ex-
ample, students could brainstorm 
problem-solving methods through 
inductive reasoning or pattern recog-
nition. Learning math or science in 
this style—thinking critically about 
abstractions behind the dry facts and 
formulas—would teach students to 
create their own discoveries, a skill es-
sential to any future educational or oc-
cupational pursuits. 

The methodology behind ap-
proaching education is arguably more 
important than the actual course ma-
terial. The problem, however, lies in 

the sheer vastness of course material 
teachers are required to cover. By en-
couraging breadth over depth, current 
high school curricula fail to encourage 
real intellectual development.

Socratic seminars, on the other hand, 
teach students invaluable lifelong as-
sets: how to contribute original ideas, 
how to keep an open mind, how to 
think and speak on their feet. It seems 
illogical, then, to limit Socratic-based 
discussions to English classes. Why 
not math, science or even history?

In 1930, philanthropist Edward 
Harkness suggested a similar teach-
ing method to the principal of Phillips 
Exeter Academy, a private boarding 
school in New Jersey. In this “Hark-
ness Method,” teachers hold class 
discussions on topics ranging from “a 
novel by William Faulkner to atomic 
and molecular structure” instead of 
flatly lecturing to their students. The 
academy’s website explains, “It's a 

way of being: interacting with other 
minds, listening carefully, speak-
ing respectfully, accepting new ideas 
and questioning old ones, using new 
knowledge and enjoying the richness 
of human interaction.”

In other words? Harkness tables ac-
commodate open-ended discussions 
for all subjects, ranging from literature 
to science. They act as platforms for 
creativity and original thought. 

By requiring students to interact 
with others in such a way, students 
learn to think critically, to keep a porous 
mind. Through meaningful discussion, 
they are shaped into freethinking intel-
lectuals rather than teacher-pleasing 
sheep. After all, the knowledge of how 
to think analytically and how to ap-
ply material is infinitely more effective 
than the knowledge gleaned from the 
course material itself.

Most importantly, however, the ap-
plication of Socratic-based discussion 
to all subjects would encourage a love 
of learning. It would teach students to 
develop a voice, to speak their minds, 
to draw out others against themselves. 
In listening, interacting and constantly 
questioning, students may discover 
that sharing ideas can be highly enjoy-
able. Education can actually be fun. 
Who knew? u
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Opinion of the Falcon Editorial Board

The Saratoga Falcon staff voted 25-9 for using more discussion-based teaching in non-English classes.

candidcaricatures

JOANNA LEE

It costs $49 per student to take the 
SAT. Now take that and multiply it by 
3, the average number of times a student 
will take this test. Take that number and 
multiply it by two million, the number 
of students who took the SAT during the 
2010-2011 school year.  

The final number comes to about $294 
million, placing  the College Board as 
one of the most profitable “non-profit” 
companies in the U.S.

The College Board calls itself a “non-
profit” organization, but it sells stan-
dardized tests used to measure a stu-
dent’s intelligence and academic ability 
for colleges. A non-profit company can 
be defined as any organization that uses 
its profits to achieve the company’s goal 
instead of using it for the company’s 
own benefit. In short, it exists to accom-
plish some charitable goal.

But does the College Board really 
deserve this “good Samaritan” reputa-
tion? In 2006, statistics showed that the 
company only spent $530 million out of 
its $580 million in earnings, leaving a 
hefty $50 million surplus. The $530 mil-
lion covered everything from salaries to 

programs assisting underprivileged stu-
dents, so many are suspicious of where 
the rest of the money goes. 

The high surplus has led many to be-
lieve that College Board executives are 
earning a an unusually high salary for 
a non-profit organization. In fact, Gas-
ton Caperton, the president of College 
Board, was reported to have received  
$1.3 million in compensation in 2009, 
even higher than the annual salary of the 
president of Harvard University. 

“This is the kind of salary I would 
expect from a for-profit business that is 
paying taxes,” said Dean Zerbe, a for-
mer senior tax counsel for the Senate Fi-
nance Committee, in an interview with 
Bloomberg Online.

Additionally, the College Board 
earned a 8.6 percent revenue in 2009, 
while the average profit of the five larg-
est non-profit companies in the U.S. in-

cluding YMCA, United Way, Catholic 
Churches USA, UPMC Group and Mayo 
Clinic was only 0.316 percent. 

Despite all this, to Congress, College 
Board still meets the requirements of a 
non-profit organization—it is absent on 
the stock market and has an all-volun-
teer Board of Trustees. 

Congress should realize that the Col-
lege Board does not deserve the “non-
profit organization” title; non-profit 
organizations, after all, are supposed to 
charitably benefit the people. 

How is it then that the College Board 
benefits the people when it charges $50 
to rescore an SAT test, and does not re-
fund the money even when it is the or-
ganization’s mistake? Even more outra-
geous is that the College Board forces 
students who are in need of financial aid 
to pay a fee just to have their financial 
status assessed. 

The College Board needs to forget 
about profit and instead revert back to 
the reason 12 colleges and universities 
founded the organization in 1900 in the 
first place—to expand access to higher 
education and to democratize the ap-
plication process for students across the 
nation. u

BY GraceMa

Non-profit organiza-
tions, after all, are 

supposed to charitably 
benefit the people. ((
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FEED ME M    RE!

Reality TV show takes the cake

Imagine a chocolate cake, but in-
stead of a regular circle it’s in the 
shape of a robot. Now imagine it 
lighting up with LED lights. And, 
if you can, imagine it moving. 
Normally, one would think 
it impossible to make a deli-
cious cake that can move and 
light up at the same time. 
However, there is one man 
who makes the impossible 
in baking possible.

The show “Cake 
Boss” on TLC is a real-
ity show about Buddy 
Valastro, who owns 
a family-run bakery 
called Carlos’ Bak-
ery in Hoboken, NJ. 
While Carlos’ Bak-
ery sells many dif-
ferent types of pastries, the bakery is 
best known for its specialty cakes.

Featuring everything from a robot 
cake to a pool table cake, the show 

documents how they make a specialty 
cake as well as the troubles that come 
with it. 

The show starts out with a custom-
er coming to Buddy with a proposal 

for the major cake of the show. 
He starts planning and, no 
matter how outrageous the 
demand, he always comes 
through with an amaz-

ing cake. Meanwhile, he 
concurrently makes an-

other cake during the 
episode that may not 

be as complex, but is 
still a stretch for any 
normal baker.

The show start-
ed airing in 2009. 
As well as high-
lighting the bak-
ing and creation 
of the cakes, the 

show also focuses on the issues that 
Valastro runs into in his baking. Of-
ten the trouble is caused by various 
members of his family who work 

with him.
A particular troublemaker for Va-

lastro is his third oldest sister named 
Mary Sciarrone. She often butts heads 
with Valastro. In my opinion she is 
an extremely annoying character, and 
one of the less likable members of the 
Cake Boss family.

This show is a great one, especially 
when you come home from a long 
school day like me, and you are chan-
nel surfing, trying to find something 
good to watch on TV. Often, I come 
home and find myself watching Cake 
Boss for a good 2-3 hours until I re-
member that I have an important as-
signment due the next day. 

Though the plot of the show 
doesn’t really ever change, the vari-
ous extravagant and tantalizing cakes 
always seem to pull me in and keep 
me watching. The only thing I would 
say is bad about this show are the 
commercials. I often see commercials 
about shows that I wouldn’t dare 
watch such as Say Yes to the Dress 
but, hey, that’s just me. u

CARLOSBAKERY.COM

‘Cake Boss’ showCases new Jersey Baker’s talent

students experienCe Culinary 
delight froM drinking addiCtive 
teas to Making original dishes

We all enjoy going out with 
our friends, whether it be 
watching a movie, going 

ice skating or going to the beach. 
What many people don’t consider, 
however, is cooking. 

Although the idea may not 
sound appealing at first if you 
don’t cook regularly, cooking with 
friends is enjoyable regardless of 
how the food may end up. You can 
laugh at each other’s silly quirks or 
lack of abilities to use cer-
tain tools. When I’m with 
friends, we often end up 
making food, whether for 
school or just for fun.

After school on Fridays, 
I occasionally head over 
to someone’s house with 
a small group of friends 
to make food. Since my 
friends and I are all food-
lovers, we’re always willing to in-
vest our time in food experiments.

We make various types of foods, 
from cake pops to Japanese udon, 
depending on the mood we are in. 
Although we usually make con-
ventional foods, there are times 
when our original plan gets slightly 
altered. 

At one point in the experimen-
tations, seniors Alex Ju, Stepha-

nie Poo and I decided to make a 
Japanese meal consisting of sushi 
and curry. Stephanie wanted to eat 
spam sushi, so we went to Safeway 
to buy the materials. After ventur-
ing at Safeway for a while, we 
got back to the house with spam, 
cucumbers and bacon. Things, 
however, did not go exactly as we 
had planned.

We started to make our meal, 
but since there was no meat to put 

in the curry (the bacon 
didn’t seem so fitting), 
we had to suffice with a 
vegetarian curry with po-
tatoes, celery and onions. 
The curry ended up being 
pretty normal, but the su-
shi was one of the strangest 
things I have ever eaten.

For the sushi, we got 
out some seaweed, fried 

the bacon and cut the spam and 
cucumbers into slices. Frying the 
bacon took the most effort since it 
took three or four rounds to fry all 
the bacon; by the last round, there 
was plenty of oil in the pan just 
waiting to jump out and sear our 
hands. During the process, some 
sort of assembly line preparation 
formed: I placed the bacon and 
took it out of the packaging, Steph-

anie cooked the bacon and Alex 
prepped the bacon for the sushi. 

However, when the ingredients 
were finally assembled, we were 
hesitant to eat. Perhaps we were 
unsure of how the sushi would 
taste, or perhaps we’re just awk-
ward, but we just waited until 
Alex finally began eating. The 
sushi wasn’t too strange; it tasted 
much better than I had anticipated. 
Granted, the texture was not typi-
cal for sushi since the bacon was 
crisp. It was just an odd combi-
nation to put in sushi since the 
cucumber and bacon create a crisp, 
salty taste.

Unlike that experience, our 
other culinary adventures are much 
more normal. We just make simple 
things, like cupcakes and soup. It’s 
a relaxing atmosphere; we get to 
converse while making food and 
then laugh at each other while eat-
ing the outcome.

Making food with friends is a 
great way to end the week because 
everyone just gets to forget about 
whatever happened at school that 
week. You don’t need to worry 
about an approaching exam or 
audition. Plus, having food there 
to eat makes the experience all the 
better. u

Venturing to culinary relaxation

MICHELLE
SHU

The Shuster

On campus, it’s not unusual to 
see upperclassmen arriving back 
from lunch with cups of pearl milk 
tea in their hands or to witness the 
mob of students on the steps during 
a pearl milk tea fund-raiser.

Fondly abbreviated as PMT, the 
drink is a staple for many students, 
often substituting for lunch or serv-
ing as an energy boost.

As the trend for PMT grows, so do 
the number of different stores that 
sell them. These stores are especially 
prominent in the Asian American 
communities, like the Bay Area, as 
the drink first originated in Taiwan. 

With nearby places such as Bar 
Code, Verde and the classic Tapioca  
all range in affordability and vari-
ety, students have a myriad of op-
tions to satisfy their cravings. 

“It’s refreshing and keeps me 
awake, and there are many differ-
ent flavors to choose from so I nev-
er find myself getting tired of it,” 
sophomore Nova Ng said. 

While traditional places like 
Tapioca Express offer pearl milk tea 
all priced at $2.50 Verde (located in 
the bustling Cupertino Square) is 
a tad more pricey at $2.95 per cup 
but stands out in that its drinks are 
“frothy” and less dense. 

Aside from the expected flavors 
such as a range of teas and fruits, 
there are also smoothie and coffee-
flavored PMTs.

Customers can also choose to 
add in ingredients like aloe, grass 
jelly or mini-sized pearls, which are 
made from tapioca. Verde even sells 
a suspicious-sounding menu item 
called the “QQ Ramen” pearl milk 
tea, which supposedly has ramen 

noodles as a substitution for pearls. 
PMT isn’t for everyone, though; 

sophomore Mohith Subbarao found 
that he disliked the drink when 
he first tried it a year ago during a 
school club fund-raiser.

“I haven’t had it since because 
I just didn’t really like the flavor,” 
Subbarao said.

Despite this, the market trend for 
PMT continues to flourish as stu-
dents keep gaining interest in the re-
freshing beverage. Part of the appeal 
for students comes from being able 
to hang out together with friends 
while enjoying their favorite drinks. 

“It’s like Jamba Juice; [people] go 
there to socialize over good food,” 
junior Tiffany Yung added. “Places 
like Verde are cultural hotspots, 
which is why the line always reach-
es far outside the door at all times of 
the day.” u

A tea-rific beverage
students soCialize over popular pearl Milk tea
BY KarenSung

Although I call myself a food 
fanatic, I try to avoid Indian 
food as much as possible. 

In fact, the thought of eating 
Indian food makes me shiver in fear. 
I’m so sensitive to spicy food 
that I can’t eat Hot Cheetos 
without running to the near-
est water fountain. 

However, I finally decided 
to widen my horizons (actu-
ally, my editors decided it 
would be fun to send me to 
my death) and invited my-
self to junior Aneesa Mazum-
dar’s house to eat an Indian 
lunch over spring break.

I see her eat Indian food at school 
all the time and it smells delicious 
but looks absolutely terrifying. She 
always gulps down her food as if the 
spiciness has no effect on her what-
soever.

Although she told me that the 
food we would be having wouldn’t 
be too spicy, I decided to bring half a 
gallon of milk with me as a precau-
tionary measure.

When I first arrived at her house, 
I sat down timidly, not ready for my 

mouth to burn. I carefully smelled 
the dishes to check their spiciness 
levels (a great indicator, I’m sure) 
and I didn’t smell anything too 
strong.

Mazumdar watched me 
with anticipation as I de-
cided to eat gajar first. It is a 
mix of potatoes, carrots and 
peas and looked the most 
“American,” so I assumed 
it would be pretty mild. The 
dish tasted like what I had 
expected it to taste like: pota-
toes, carrots and peas with a 
variety 
of mild 

spices thrown in  
as well. 

Courageously, 
I moved on to 
eat band gobi, a 
cabbage dish that 
was also relative-
ly plain so I didn’t suffer too much. 

The last dish that we ate was her 
favorite, bhindi, an okra dish. This 
dish was the most daunting because 
it looked like chopped peppers. The 
okra’s texture was slimy, and it was  

the spiciest 
dish, so it left  
an unfavor-
able impres-
sion on me.

When I 
finished the 
meal, I realized 
that I drank only half of the milk that 
I brought. On the other hand, Ma-
zumdar stared at me with narrowed, 
judgemental eyes every single time 
I reached for the milk. Nevertheless, 
I guess my tolerance for spicy food 
was higher than I originally thought, 

or more likely, 
Mazumdar had 
gone easy on a 
weakling like me. 

In the end, 
trying Indian 
cuisine for the 
first time was a 
pretty tasty expe-

rience, and I’ve realized that Indian 
food does not automatically mean a 
mouth on fire. I don’t think I’m ready 
for any extremely spicy food yet, but 
for now, I am ready for my next trial: 
kimchi. u

Spicing things up with Indian food

JENNIFER
JIN

All I do is Jin

I see her eat Indian 
food at school all the 

time, and it smells deli-
cious but looks abso-

lutely terrifying.

ALL GRAPHICS BY MICHELLE SHU

BY NikilRamanathan
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Reality TV show takes the cake

Imagine a chocolate cake, but in-
stead of a regular circle it’s in the 
shape of a robot. Now imagine it 
lighting up with LED lights. And, 
if you can, imagine it moving. 
Normally, one would think 
it impossible to make a deli-
cious cake that can move and 
light up at the same time. 
However, there is one man 
who makes the impossible 
in baking possible.

The show “Cake 
Boss” on TLC is a real-
ity show about Buddy 
Valastro, who owns 
a family-run bakery 
called Carlos’ Bak-
ery in Hoboken, NJ. 
While Carlos’ Bak-
ery sells many dif-
ferent types of pastries, the bakery is 
best known for its specialty cakes.

Featuring everything from a robot 
cake to a pool table cake, the show 

documents how they make a specialty 
cake as well as the troubles that come 
with it. 

The show starts out with a custom-
er coming to Buddy with a proposal 

for the major cake of the show. 
He starts planning and, no 
matter how outrageous the 
demand, he always comes 
through with an amaz-

ing cake. Meanwhile, he 
concurrently makes an-

other cake during the 
episode that may not 

be as complex, but is 
still a stretch for any 
normal baker.

The show start-
ed airing in 2009. 
As well as high-
lighting the bak-
ing and creation 
of the cakes, the 

show also focuses on the issues that 
Valastro runs into in his baking. Of-
ten the trouble is caused by various 
members of his family who work 

with him.
A particular troublemaker for Va-

lastro is his third oldest sister named 
Mary Sciarrone. She often butts heads 
with Valastro. In my opinion she is 
an extremely annoying character, and 
one of the less likable members of the 
Cake Boss family.

This show is a great one, especially 
when you come home from a long 
school day like me, and you are chan-
nel surfing, trying to find something 
good to watch on TV. Often, I come 
home and find myself watching Cake 
Boss for a good 2-3 hours until I re-
member that I have an important as-
signment due the next day. 

Though the plot of the show 
doesn’t really ever change, the vari-
ous extravagant and tantalizing cakes 
always seem to pull me in and keep 
me watching. The only thing I would 
say is bad about this show are the 
commercials. I often see commercials 
about shows that I wouldn’t dare 
watch such as Say Yes to the Dress 
but, hey, that’s just me. u

CARLOSBAKERY.COM

‘Cake Boss’ showCases new Jersey Baker’s talent

students experienCe Culinary 
delight froM drinking addiCtive 
teas to Making original dishes

We all enjoy going out with 
our friends, whether it be 
watching a movie, going 

ice skating or going to the beach. 
What many people don’t consider, 
however, is cooking. 

Although the idea may not 
sound appealing at first if you 
don’t cook regularly, cooking with 
friends is enjoyable regardless of 
how the food may end up. You can 
laugh at each other’s silly quirks or 
lack of abilities to use cer-
tain tools. When I’m with 
friends, we often end up 
making food, whether for 
school or just for fun.

After school on Fridays, 
I occasionally head over 
to someone’s house with 
a small group of friends 
to make food. Since my 
friends and I are all food-
lovers, we’re always willing to in-
vest our time in food experiments.

We make various types of foods, 
from cake pops to Japanese udon, 
depending on the mood we are in. 
Although we usually make con-
ventional foods, there are times 
when our original plan gets slightly 
altered. 

At one point in the experimen-
tations, seniors Alex Ju, Stepha-

nie Poo and I decided to make a 
Japanese meal consisting of sushi 
and curry. Stephanie wanted to eat 
spam sushi, so we went to Safeway 
to buy the materials. After ventur-
ing at Safeway for a while, we 
got back to the house with spam, 
cucumbers and bacon. Things, 
however, did not go exactly as we 
had planned.

We started to make our meal, 
but since there was no meat to put 

in the curry (the bacon 
didn’t seem so fitting), 
we had to suffice with a 
vegetarian curry with po-
tatoes, celery and onions. 
The curry ended up being 
pretty normal, but the su-
shi was one of the strangest 
things I have ever eaten.

For the sushi, we got 
out some seaweed, fried 

the bacon and cut the spam and 
cucumbers into slices. Frying the 
bacon took the most effort since it 
took three or four rounds to fry all 
the bacon; by the last round, there 
was plenty of oil in the pan just 
waiting to jump out and sear our 
hands. During the process, some 
sort of assembly line preparation 
formed: I placed the bacon and 
took it out of the packaging, Steph-

anie cooked the bacon and Alex 
prepped the bacon for the sushi. 

However, when the ingredients 
were finally assembled, we were 
hesitant to eat. Perhaps we were 
unsure of how the sushi would 
taste, or perhaps we’re just awk-
ward, but we just waited until 
Alex finally began eating. The 
sushi wasn’t too strange; it tasted 
much better than I had anticipated. 
Granted, the texture was not typi-
cal for sushi since the bacon was 
crisp. It was just an odd combi-
nation to put in sushi since the 
cucumber and bacon create a crisp, 
salty taste.

Unlike that experience, our 
other culinary adventures are much 
more normal. We just make simple 
things, like cupcakes and soup. It’s 
a relaxing atmosphere; we get to 
converse while making food and 
then laugh at each other while eat-
ing the outcome.

Making food with friends is a 
great way to end the week because 
everyone just gets to forget about 
whatever happened at school that 
week. You don’t need to worry 
about an approaching exam or 
audition. Plus, having food there 
to eat makes the experience all the 
better. u

Venturing to culinary relaxation

MICHELLE
SHU

The Shuster

On campus, it’s not unusual to 
see upperclassmen arriving back 
from lunch with cups of pearl milk 
tea in their hands or to witness the 
mob of students on the steps during 
a pearl milk tea fund-raiser.

Fondly abbreviated as PMT, the 
drink is a staple for many students, 
often substituting for lunch or serv-
ing as an energy boost.

As the trend for PMT grows, so do 
the number of different stores that 
sell them. These stores are especially 
prominent in the Asian American 
communities, like the Bay Area, as 
the drink first originated in Taiwan. 

With nearby places such as Bar 
Code, Verde and the classic Tapioca  
all range in affordability and vari-
ety, students have a myriad of op-
tions to satisfy their cravings. 

“It’s refreshing and keeps me 
awake, and there are many differ-
ent flavors to choose from so I nev-
er find myself getting tired of it,” 
sophomore Nova Ng said. 

While traditional places like 
Tapioca Express offer pearl milk tea 
all priced at $2.50 Verde (located in 
the bustling Cupertino Square) is 
a tad more pricey at $2.95 per cup 
but stands out in that its drinks are 
“frothy” and less dense. 

Aside from the expected flavors 
such as a range of teas and fruits, 
there are also smoothie and coffee-
flavored PMTs.

Customers can also choose to 
add in ingredients like aloe, grass 
jelly or mini-sized pearls, which are 
made from tapioca. Verde even sells 
a suspicious-sounding menu item 
called the “QQ Ramen” pearl milk 
tea, which supposedly has ramen 

noodles as a substitution for pearls. 
PMT isn’t for everyone, though; 

sophomore Mohith Subbarao found 
that he disliked the drink when 
he first tried it a year ago during a 
school club fund-raiser.

“I haven’t had it since because 
I just didn’t really like the flavor,” 
Subbarao said.

Despite this, the market trend for 
PMT continues to flourish as stu-
dents keep gaining interest in the re-
freshing beverage. Part of the appeal 
for students comes from being able 
to hang out together with friends 
while enjoying their favorite drinks. 

“It’s like Jamba Juice; [people] go 
there to socialize over good food,” 
junior Tiffany Yung added. “Places 
like Verde are cultural hotspots, 
which is why the line always reach-
es far outside the door at all times of 
the day.” u

A tea-rific beverage
students soCialize over popular pearl Milk tea
BY KarenSung

Although I call myself a food 
fanatic, I try to avoid Indian 
food as much as possible. 

In fact, the thought of eating 
Indian food makes me shiver in fear. 
I’m so sensitive to spicy food 
that I can’t eat Hot Cheetos 
without running to the near-
est water fountain. 

However, I finally decided 
to widen my horizons (actu-
ally, my editors decided it 
would be fun to send me to 
my death) and invited my-
self to junior Aneesa Mazum-
dar’s house to eat an Indian 
lunch over spring break.

I see her eat Indian food at school 
all the time and it smells delicious 
but looks absolutely terrifying. She 
always gulps down her food as if the 
spiciness has no effect on her what-
soever.

Although she told me that the 
food we would be having wouldn’t 
be too spicy, I decided to bring half a 
gallon of milk with me as a precau-
tionary measure.

When I first arrived at her house, 
I sat down timidly, not ready for my 

mouth to burn. I carefully smelled 
the dishes to check their spiciness 
levels (a great indicator, I’m sure) 
and I didn’t smell anything too 
strong.

Mazumdar watched me 
with anticipation as I de-
cided to eat gajar first. It is a 
mix of potatoes, carrots and 
peas and looked the most 
“American,” so I assumed 
it would be pretty mild. The 
dish tasted like what I had 
expected it to taste like: pota-
toes, carrots and peas with a 
variety 
of mild 

spices thrown in  
as well. 

Courageously, 
I moved on to 
eat band gobi, a 
cabbage dish that 
was also relative-
ly plain so I didn’t suffer too much. 

The last dish that we ate was her 
favorite, bhindi, an okra dish. This 
dish was the most daunting because 
it looked like chopped peppers. The 
okra’s texture was slimy, and it was  

the spiciest 
dish, so it left  
an unfavor-
able impres-
sion on me.

When I 
finished the 
meal, I realized 
that I drank only half of the milk that 
I brought. On the other hand, Ma-
zumdar stared at me with narrowed, 
judgemental eyes every single time 
I reached for the milk. Nevertheless, 
I guess my tolerance for spicy food 
was higher than I originally thought, 

or more likely, 
Mazumdar had 
gone easy on a 
weakling like me. 

In the end, 
trying Indian 
cuisine for the 
first time was a 
pretty tasty expe-

rience, and I’ve realized that Indian 
food does not automatically mean a 
mouth on fire. I don’t think I’m ready 
for any extremely spicy food yet, but 
for now, I am ready for my next trial: 
kimchi. u

Spicing things up with Indian food
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Hungry for ‘The Hunger Games’

League of Legends: unjustifiably popular?

Popular... for a month

I am not a dedicated book reader. 
Usually reading books like “The 
Scarlet Letter” lull me to the verge 

of sleep but after I got a copy of “The 
Hunger Games,” I could not let go.

It was a good read, one that I spent 
a chunk of my time 
on but after I was 
finished, I set it aside 
to gather dust and 
later gave it away. I 
figured that the book 
w o u l d 
n e v e r 
become 
relevant 
a g a i n , 

but I was wrong—the 
book managed to re-
surface once it entered 
the Hollywood to be put on the big 
screen.

I was confused. “The Hunger 
Games” book series was not nearly 
as popular as the Harry Potter series, 
yet the movie was attracting attention 
almost equivalent to that of a Harry 
Potter film.

 I had not been reminded of the 
book since freshman year when I 
read it yet it seemed that everyone 
was jumping in excitement over the 
release of the movie.

Just a few weeks ago, students log-
ging into Facebook, or any other so-
cial networking site,  would face an 
onslaught of posts about the popular 
movie, “The Hunger Games.” For the 
next few days, this continuous stream 
of excitement over the movie would 
only gain momentum. But all of a 
sudden, it disappeared. Soon enough, 
interest over “Avengers” came to re-
place it; thus, the cycle of hypes con-
tinues. 

Due to constant attention to the 
media and ongoing improvements to 
social media networks, anything and 
everything has the potential to be-
come insanely popular very quickly. 

In Saratoga High, students obsess 
over multiple computer games, thus 
forming groups of gamers who play to-
gether. Among these games are Starcraft, 
Minecraft and Call of Duty. League of 
Legends (LoL) is another prominent ex-
ample, yet those outside of the LoL gam-
ing circle complain that it is overhyped. 

In my opinion, the game easily lives 
up to its hype. It has solid graphics, re-
quires strategy to play and is a very 
teamwork-intensive game. The typical 
objective of the games in this genre is for 
a team to work together to defeat enemy 
players and destroy their base; without 
cooperation and strategy, victory is im-
possible. 

As a result, students, including me, 
commonly play together and form 
teams. In fact, I’m the captain of one of 
these teams. Juniors on my team some-
times play with freshmen, allowing a 
closer bond between the classes.  There 
is even a LoL Facebook group called 
“League of SHS.” 

LoL belongs to the genre of MOBA 
(Multiplayer Online Battle Arena) 
games. Compared to other games of its 
genre, I find LoL to be exceptional with 

BY NelsonWang

The rise and fall of apps

Back in December of 2009, throngs 
of iPhone and iPod aficionados were 
polarized by the newest finger-tapping 
phenomenon, Angry Birds. But as 
newer apps were released, Angry Birds 
diminished in popularity. Through-
out the years, this “hype” pattern has 
been shown through the rise and fall of 
games like Doodle Jump, Angry Birds, 
Hanging with Friends, 
and most recently the 
brand-new popular 
sketching game Draw 
Something.

Draw Something is 
a popular app where 
friends draw pictures 
and send it to a friend 
who tries to guess what 
it is. 

“I like games like 
Draw Something. It lets 
you play with other peo-
ple device to device with-
out having to be next to 
each other,” sophomore 
Justin Liu said.

However, sophomore 
Matthew Lee disagrees. 
He feels that Draw Some-
thing is just another overrated game.

“Draw Something is totally over-
hyped. I really don’t see why people 
enjoy it so much,” Lee said. “In a way, 
it is entertaining, but it quickly loses 
appeal to the user because words are 
repeated quite often, and soon it just 
becomes a waste of time.”

In contrast, Lee believes that an 
earlier game, Doodle Jump, was bet-
ter.  Players control an endless jump-
ing cartoon that hops from platform to 
platform.

“Doodle Jump was definitely a great 
game for me. When I first got it, I spent 

N
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Leave chatspeak online
There are not many things in my 

life and surroundings that tick me 
off but one word (yes, a word), 

really grinds my gears. That word is 
“troll.” Just typing it makes me cringe, 
so for this article, I will refer to it as “the 
word.”

I congratulate the select few read-
ers who are lucky enough not to have 
been tormented by the word. And to 

those who hear the 
word, but don’t neces-
sarily know its mean-
ing, the “Wikipedia” 
definition is as follows: 
“In Internet slang, [the 
word] is someone who 
posts inflammatory, 
extraneous or off-topic 
messages in an online 
community, such as 

an online discussion forum, chat room, 
or blog, with the primary intent 
of provoking readers into an 
emotional response or of 
otherwise disrupting nor-
mal on-topic discussion.” 
Nowadays, that definition 
has broadened to mean 
someone who messes with 
others to make them confused 
(includes real life).

There is a limit to how much you can 
say the word. Or so I thought. I have lit-
erally heard the word every day for the 
past however many months since its 
popularization through social media. 

If I had a nickel for every time some-
body has said the word to me or even 
around me so that I hear it, I’d be a very 
rich man. And by very rich, I mean “we 
are the one percent” rich. 

Don’t get me wrong, I don’t hate the 
people who use the word. What I don’t 
like is the use of Internet terms and 
chat slang in real life. If I’m talking to 
someone, I don’t want to hear him say 

“LMAO” or “sigh.” If he is truly tired 
or stressed, then he should sigh like a 
normal person. You don’t have to say 
the actual word! 

Why do terms like these have to in-
vade our non-Internet lives? Is it so hard 
to keep Internet terms on the Internet? 
Once these words spread like infectious 
diseases through the Internet world, 
they begin to crawl into our daily per-
son-to-person conversations, causing 
others to say them without realizing. 
Before we know it, we’re all mindless 
Internet robots monotonously echoing 
these words.  

I am totally fine with the practical 
application of the word. I like messing 
with people, especially making them 
believe something outrageous just to 
see their expression when I tell them I 
was joking. But can’t we be more cre-
ative than constantly using the word to 

describe prankster activities?
I truly believe that we 

have two worlds in our 
society today: the real 
world and cyberspace. 
Even though some as-

pects of these worlds over-
lap, I believe the terms we 
use while chatting online 
should not. 

If I make a joke, and it is 
funny, then laugh. Don’t say “lol.” And 
if it isn’t funny, don’t say “lol” either, 
just say “dude, that wasn’t even funny.” 
I would rather get shut down than re-
ceive an Internet term for a  response.

Instead of being monotonous and 
using the same Internet terms over and 
over again, be spontaneous and origi-
nal. Don’t follow trends and use words 
just because of their popularity on the 
Internet. 

In the words of Peter Griffin from 
“Family Guy,” the bird is the word. And 
we all know that birds are bad. u

NIKHIL
GOEL

Chappal City

The newest game many stu-
dents obsess about is League of 
Legends (LoL); seemingly with 

each passing 
day, another 
one of my 
friends joins 
the game. 

In this 
game, play-
ers control a 

c h a m p i o n , 
who they 
use to de-
stroy the 
e n e m y ’ s 
n e x u s 
( b a s e ) 
w i t h 
spells and 

physical onslaughts. 
The champion must overcome his 

adversaries and his opponent’s min-
ions to destroy the nexus.  With every 
successive kill, the champion earns ex-
perience and gold, the latter of which 
can be used to buy new items. 

Unfortunately, I think that the game 
is absolutely overrated. I’ve seen the 

BY NickChow

A hype is essentially anything that gains 
popularity throughout the web very 
quickly but dies out after a while. 

The speed at which they spread al-
lows the hype to drag people into it. 
Even if one tries to 
avoid hypes, they 
cannot because of 
their prominence in 
media and society. 
As a result, hypes 
are far too promi-
nent and ideally they would be slower 
in spreading. 

“A hype gains momentum because it’s 
attracting to people,” sophomore Grant 
Wang said. “As friends of these people 
see them, they want to join in and this is 
how hype gets started. How the creators 

huge chunks of time playing one round 
after another,” said Lee. “It presents the 
game in a way such that pressing the 
‘play again?’ button is just so easy to do. 
[It was definitely] not overhyped.”

Nevertheless, Doodle Jump was not 
free from criticism.

“People get bored of them after a 
while … ‘Doodle Jump’ might have dif-
ferent backgrounds and themes, but it’s 
still the same game of jumping from 

platform to platform, then 
falling to your inevitable 
and eventual death,” soph-
omore Eric Taw said. 

Another previously 
popular game is Temple 
Run, which also garnered 
mixed feelings. This game 
involves the player control-
ling an explorer who must 
dodge endless obstacles.

Lee likes the game be-
cause of its simple and ad-
dictive objective.

“Temple Run was a real 
‘catcher’ for me, not only 
because the game was fun, 
but because it was rela-
tively quick,” Lee said. “I 
could say ‘OK, I just want 
one game,’ or I could waste 

lots of time playing it. It also helped that 
everyone else was playing it too.”

In contrast, freshman Nishant Agraw-
al dislikes the game.

“I think Temple Run is overrated and 
overhyped because there’s not that much 
to do in it, and the objectives are pretty 
lame,” said Agrawal.

Overall, these games all will fade 
from prominence as another newer, 
more “hyped” games take their place.

“Since you become more familiar with 
the game as you play more and the game 
starts to slow down, it loses the glamour 
it had at the start,” Lee said. u

BY NelsonWang

of an item market it will greatly affect if 
it will become a hype. A better marketed 
product will create a trend.”

Hypes are the result of people want-
ing to fit in and share the same experi-
ence as everyone else. 

One hype that faced various criticisms 
was KONY 2012, a video that sought to 
raise awareness about African children 
being forced to fight, because it seemed 
as if no one cared about the children be-
fore the video and people had a lack of 

knowledge. 
Sophomore Alex 

Renda said, “[Peo-
ple are] seeing too 
little of [some hypes] 
to have an actual in-
formed opinion.”

Hypes have a tendency to die out af-
ter a certain amount of time.  New hypes 
come along and people will  jump on the 
bandwagon and follow the new trend. 

“Hypes die out when people get 
bored or if it doesn’t live up to expecta-
tions,” junior Edward Yang said.

New hypes come in and replace 
old ones at an alarming rate. 

“Hypes die out because something 
new always comes along; the band-
wagon changes. A hype also depends 
greatly on the timing and environ-
ment the thing happened to be creat-
ed during. If the current environment 
allows for a trend then it becomes a 
hype but as the environment changes, 
the hype also dies out,” Wang said. 

As a result of hypes popping up so 
often, many people dislike hypes and 
refuse to join in. 

However, some subjects retain a 
fanbase for extended periods of time 
rather than dying out. Therefore, they 
are not hypes and people consider 
them to be truly popular. For exam-
ple, the “Harry Potter” series has re-
tained popularity, despite its ending, 
thanks to a loyal fanbase. 

“If the subject appeals to a wide va-
riety of people, the fanbase will natu-
rally be bigger and more healthy,” 
sophomore Jason Kao said. u

new TRenDS only SuRvive So long

As the new hypes arise, 
people will jump on the 
bandwagon and follow 

the new trend.

Because of all the newfound atten-
tion, I decided to go back and reread the 
book. I had forgotten the plot of the story, 
so I bought “The Hunger Games” as an 
ebook on my phone to reread before the 
it came out in theaters. I even shared it 
with a couple of my friends in case they 
wanted to a be part of the new hype and 
excitement surrounding the movie.

Only after the flick was released did I 
begin to realize why there was so much 
hype. 

W h i l e 
m i l l i o n s 
of people 
went to 
see it be-
cause they 
had read 
the book 

and were eager to see the characters in 
action, the other chunk of the audience 
may have  watched for the Harry Potter 
and Twilight experience. 

All of these films featured an action-
packed and adventurous plot that had a 
love story added on the side. They were 
also based on books and were both very 
successful and with the absence of Harry 
Potter in theaters, “The Hunger Games” 
was bound to  thrive.

I have heard fanatics quoting the 
movie and raving about certain scenes. 

And I have also seen numerous compari-
sons to the Twilight Saga, with some fans 
joining “Team Peeta” or “Team Gale” ac-
cording to the male character they think 
is the best fit for the female protagonist. 

There certainly has been a lot of hype 
and attention poured out onto the movie 

and its success in the box office has 
created a bright future for the sequel, 
“Catching Fire.” 

It will be interesting to see whether 
future audiences will go back to the 
theaters hungry for more of “The 
Hunger Games.” u

Jennifer Lawrence poses as Katniss Everdeen, protagonist of “The Hunger Games.”

Courtesy of THE TELEGRAPH

gaMe DeSeRveS
iTS populaRiTy

lol CRaze iS 
unwaRRanTeD

its large fan base and variety of char-
acters, items, abilities, strategies and 
maps.

Due to this variety and the many 
players throughout the world that the 
game may place on my team or on the 
enemy team, every round is different 
than the 
last one. 
Thus, I 
have to 
use differ-
ent strate-
gies each 
game and 
must be 
very flexible 
and adapt 
to different 
s c e n a r i o s . 
With a con-
stant need to 
change strategies 
and plans, each round is 
fun, exciting and fresh. 

There are various game 
maps and modes that can 
take varying amounts of time. Games 
can last from 15 minutes to one hour. 
In fact, if I’m short on time, I play “Cus-
tom Game” mode which one can exit at 
any time. With the amount of fun, va-
riety and interaction it offers, I believe 
LoL easily lives up to its hype and de-
serves its reputation as a popular and 
insanely fun game. u

gameplay in League of Legends,and I’m 
happy to say that the graphics are much 
better than Minecraft’s terrible pixelated 
display. 

However, one thing I don’t like about 
League of Legends — and I know I’m 
going to get a lot of backlash for this — is 
that the game seems so unoriginal. The 
entire game was based on a previous 
game, Defense of the Ancients (DotA), 
and really doesn’t offer too much more. 
Sure, people will argue that it offers on-
line competition but so did DotA. 

In addition, the game has lackluster 
artificial intelligence, so offline game-
play is not very challenging to say the 
least. 

People might also argue that LoL re-
quires intense teamwork but sometimes, 
there is one extremely proficient League 
of Legends player that annihilates the 
other team single-handedly.

Furthermore, every game takes any-
where from 20 minutes to an entire hour. 
If you exit the game before you complete 
your objective, you lose all of your prog-
ress. I’ve watched my seventh-grade 
brother spend hours upon end franti-
cally trying to win a game, only to fail 
and have to restart. (I’ve since convinced 
him to stop spending so much time on 
League of Legends)

The bottom line: League of Legends 
is a overrated modification to a different 
game and takes too much time to com-
plete menial tasks. u

ELIJAH
YI

Yiii Buddy
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Only after the flick was 
released did I begin to 
realize why there was 

so much hype.
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Hungry for ‘The Hunger Games’

League of Legends: unjustifiably popular?

Popular... for a month

I am not a dedicated book reader. 
Usually reading books like “The 
Scarlet Letter” lull me to the verge 

of sleep but after I got a copy of “The 
Hunger Games,” I could not let go.

It was a good read, one that I spent 
a chunk of my time 
on but after I was 
finished, I set it aside 
to gather dust and 
later gave it away. I 
figured that the book 
w o u l d 
n e v e r 
become 
relevant 
a g a i n , 

but I was wrong—the 
book managed to re-
surface once it entered 
the Hollywood to be put on the big 
screen.

I was confused. “The Hunger 
Games” book series was not nearly 
as popular as the Harry Potter series, 
yet the movie was attracting attention 
almost equivalent to that of a Harry 
Potter film.

 I had not been reminded of the 
book since freshman year when I 
read it yet it seemed that everyone 
was jumping in excitement over the 
release of the movie.

Just a few weeks ago, students log-
ging into Facebook, or any other so-
cial networking site,  would face an 
onslaught of posts about the popular 
movie, “The Hunger Games.” For the 
next few days, this continuous stream 
of excitement over the movie would 
only gain momentum. But all of a 
sudden, it disappeared. Soon enough, 
interest over “Avengers” came to re-
place it; thus, the cycle of hypes con-
tinues. 

Due to constant attention to the 
media and ongoing improvements to 
social media networks, anything and 
everything has the potential to be-
come insanely popular very quickly. 

In Saratoga High, students obsess 
over multiple computer games, thus 
forming groups of gamers who play to-
gether. Among these games are Starcraft, 
Minecraft and Call of Duty. League of 
Legends (LoL) is another prominent ex-
ample, yet those outside of the LoL gam-
ing circle complain that it is overhyped. 

In my opinion, the game easily lives 
up to its hype. It has solid graphics, re-
quires strategy to play and is a very 
teamwork-intensive game. The typical 
objective of the games in this genre is for 
a team to work together to defeat enemy 
players and destroy their base; without 
cooperation and strategy, victory is im-
possible. 

As a result, students, including me, 
commonly play together and form 
teams. In fact, I’m the captain of one of 
these teams. Juniors on my team some-
times play with freshmen, allowing a 
closer bond between the classes.  There 
is even a LoL Facebook group called 
“League of SHS.” 

LoL belongs to the genre of MOBA 
(Multiplayer Online Battle Arena) 
games. Compared to other games of its 
genre, I find LoL to be exceptional with 

BY NelsonWang

The rise and fall of apps

Back in December of 2009, throngs 
of iPhone and iPod aficionados were 
polarized by the newest finger-tapping 
phenomenon, Angry Birds. But as 
newer apps were released, Angry Birds 
diminished in popularity. Through-
out the years, this “hype” pattern has 
been shown through the rise and fall of 
games like Doodle Jump, Angry Birds, 
Hanging with Friends, 
and most recently the 
brand-new popular 
sketching game Draw 
Something.

Draw Something is 
a popular app where 
friends draw pictures 
and send it to a friend 
who tries to guess what 
it is. 

“I like games like 
Draw Something. It lets 
you play with other peo-
ple device to device with-
out having to be next to 
each other,” sophomore 
Justin Liu said.

However, sophomore 
Matthew Lee disagrees. 
He feels that Draw Some-
thing is just another overrated game.

“Draw Something is totally over-
hyped. I really don’t see why people 
enjoy it so much,” Lee said. “In a way, 
it is entertaining, but it quickly loses 
appeal to the user because words are 
repeated quite often, and soon it just 
becomes a waste of time.”

In contrast, Lee believes that an 
earlier game, Doodle Jump, was bet-
ter.  Players control an endless jump-
ing cartoon that hops from platform to 
platform.

“Doodle Jump was definitely a great 
game for me. When I first got it, I spent 
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Leave chatspeak online
There are not many things in my 

life and surroundings that tick me 
off but one word (yes, a word), 

really grinds my gears. That word is 
“troll.” Just typing it makes me cringe, 
so for this article, I will refer to it as “the 
word.”

I congratulate the select few read-
ers who are lucky enough not to have 
been tormented by the word. And to 

those who hear the 
word, but don’t neces-
sarily know its mean-
ing, the “Wikipedia” 
definition is as follows: 
“In Internet slang, [the 
word] is someone who 
posts inflammatory, 
extraneous or off-topic 
messages in an online 
community, such as 

an online discussion forum, chat room, 
or blog, with the primary intent 
of provoking readers into an 
emotional response or of 
otherwise disrupting nor-
mal on-topic discussion.” 
Nowadays, that definition 
has broadened to mean 
someone who messes with 
others to make them confused 
(includes real life).

There is a limit to how much you can 
say the word. Or so I thought. I have lit-
erally heard the word every day for the 
past however many months since its 
popularization through social media. 

If I had a nickel for every time some-
body has said the word to me or even 
around me so that I hear it, I’d be a very 
rich man. And by very rich, I mean “we 
are the one percent” rich. 

Don’t get me wrong, I don’t hate the 
people who use the word. What I don’t 
like is the use of Internet terms and 
chat slang in real life. If I’m talking to 
someone, I don’t want to hear him say 

“LMAO” or “sigh.” If he is truly tired 
or stressed, then he should sigh like a 
normal person. You don’t have to say 
the actual word! 

Why do terms like these have to in-
vade our non-Internet lives? Is it so hard 
to keep Internet terms on the Internet? 
Once these words spread like infectious 
diseases through the Internet world, 
they begin to crawl into our daily per-
son-to-person conversations, causing 
others to say them without realizing. 
Before we know it, we’re all mindless 
Internet robots monotonously echoing 
these words.  

I am totally fine with the practical 
application of the word. I like messing 
with people, especially making them 
believe something outrageous just to 
see their expression when I tell them I 
was joking. But can’t we be more cre-
ative than constantly using the word to 

describe prankster activities?
I truly believe that we 

have two worlds in our 
society today: the real 
world and cyberspace. 
Even though some as-

pects of these worlds over-
lap, I believe the terms we 
use while chatting online 
should not. 

If I make a joke, and it is 
funny, then laugh. Don’t say “lol.” And 
if it isn’t funny, don’t say “lol” either, 
just say “dude, that wasn’t even funny.” 
I would rather get shut down than re-
ceive an Internet term for a  response.

Instead of being monotonous and 
using the same Internet terms over and 
over again, be spontaneous and origi-
nal. Don’t follow trends and use words 
just because of their popularity on the 
Internet. 

In the words of Peter Griffin from 
“Family Guy,” the bird is the word. And 
we all know that birds are bad. u

NIKHIL
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Chappal City

The newest game many stu-
dents obsess about is League of 
Legends (LoL); seemingly with 

each passing 
day, another 
one of my 
friends joins 
the game. 

In this 
game, play-
ers control a 

c h a m p i o n , 
who they 
use to de-
stroy the 
e n e m y ’ s 
n e x u s 
( b a s e ) 
w i t h 
spells and 

physical onslaughts. 
The champion must overcome his 

adversaries and his opponent’s min-
ions to destroy the nexus.  With every 
successive kill, the champion earns ex-
perience and gold, the latter of which 
can be used to buy new items. 

Unfortunately, I think that the game 
is absolutely overrated. I’ve seen the 

BY NickChow

A hype is essentially anything that gains 
popularity throughout the web very 
quickly but dies out after a while. 

The speed at which they spread al-
lows the hype to drag people into it. 
Even if one tries to 
avoid hypes, they 
cannot because of 
their prominence in 
media and society. 
As a result, hypes 
are far too promi-
nent and ideally they would be slower 
in spreading. 

“A hype gains momentum because it’s 
attracting to people,” sophomore Grant 
Wang said. “As friends of these people 
see them, they want to join in and this is 
how hype gets started. How the creators 

huge chunks of time playing one round 
after another,” said Lee. “It presents the 
game in a way such that pressing the 
‘play again?’ button is just so easy to do. 
[It was definitely] not overhyped.”

Nevertheless, Doodle Jump was not 
free from criticism.

“People get bored of them after a 
while … ‘Doodle Jump’ might have dif-
ferent backgrounds and themes, but it’s 
still the same game of jumping from 

platform to platform, then 
falling to your inevitable 
and eventual death,” soph-
omore Eric Taw said. 

Another previously 
popular game is Temple 
Run, which also garnered 
mixed feelings. This game 
involves the player control-
ling an explorer who must 
dodge endless obstacles.

Lee likes the game be-
cause of its simple and ad-
dictive objective.

“Temple Run was a real 
‘catcher’ for me, not only 
because the game was fun, 
but because it was rela-
tively quick,” Lee said. “I 
could say ‘OK, I just want 
one game,’ or I could waste 

lots of time playing it. It also helped that 
everyone else was playing it too.”

In contrast, freshman Nishant Agraw-
al dislikes the game.

“I think Temple Run is overrated and 
overhyped because there’s not that much 
to do in it, and the objectives are pretty 
lame,” said Agrawal.

Overall, these games all will fade 
from prominence as another newer, 
more “hyped” games take their place.

“Since you become more familiar with 
the game as you play more and the game 
starts to slow down, it loses the glamour 
it had at the start,” Lee said. u

BY NelsonWang

of an item market it will greatly affect if 
it will become a hype. A better marketed 
product will create a trend.”

Hypes are the result of people want-
ing to fit in and share the same experi-
ence as everyone else. 

One hype that faced various criticisms 
was KONY 2012, a video that sought to 
raise awareness about African children 
being forced to fight, because it seemed 
as if no one cared about the children be-
fore the video and people had a lack of 

knowledge. 
Sophomore Alex 

Renda said, “[Peo-
ple are] seeing too 
little of [some hypes] 
to have an actual in-
formed opinion.”

Hypes have a tendency to die out af-
ter a certain amount of time.  New hypes 
come along and people will  jump on the 
bandwagon and follow the new trend. 

“Hypes die out when people get 
bored or if it doesn’t live up to expecta-
tions,” junior Edward Yang said.

New hypes come in and replace 
old ones at an alarming rate. 

“Hypes die out because something 
new always comes along; the band-
wagon changes. A hype also depends 
greatly on the timing and environ-
ment the thing happened to be creat-
ed during. If the current environment 
allows for a trend then it becomes a 
hype but as the environment changes, 
the hype also dies out,” Wang said. 

As a result of hypes popping up so 
often, many people dislike hypes and 
refuse to join in. 

However, some subjects retain a 
fanbase for extended periods of time 
rather than dying out. Therefore, they 
are not hypes and people consider 
them to be truly popular. For exam-
ple, the “Harry Potter” series has re-
tained popularity, despite its ending, 
thanks to a loyal fanbase. 

“If the subject appeals to a wide va-
riety of people, the fanbase will natu-
rally be bigger and more healthy,” 
sophomore Jason Kao said. u

new TRenDS only SuRvive So long

As the new hypes arise, 
people will jump on the 
bandwagon and follow 

the new trend.

Because of all the newfound atten-
tion, I decided to go back and reread the 
book. I had forgotten the plot of the story, 
so I bought “The Hunger Games” as an 
ebook on my phone to reread before the 
it came out in theaters. I even shared it 
with a couple of my friends in case they 
wanted to a be part of the new hype and 
excitement surrounding the movie.

Only after the flick was released did I 
begin to realize why there was so much 
hype. 

W h i l e 
m i l l i o n s 
of people 
went to 
see it be-
cause they 
had read 
the book 

and were eager to see the characters in 
action, the other chunk of the audience 
may have  watched for the Harry Potter 
and Twilight experience. 

All of these films featured an action-
packed and adventurous plot that had a 
love story added on the side. They were 
also based on books and were both very 
successful and with the absence of Harry 
Potter in theaters, “The Hunger Games” 
was bound to  thrive.

I have heard fanatics quoting the 
movie and raving about certain scenes. 

And I have also seen numerous compari-
sons to the Twilight Saga, with some fans 
joining “Team Peeta” or “Team Gale” ac-
cording to the male character they think 
is the best fit for the female protagonist. 

There certainly has been a lot of hype 
and attention poured out onto the movie 

and its success in the box office has 
created a bright future for the sequel, 
“Catching Fire.” 

It will be interesting to see whether 
future audiences will go back to the 
theaters hungry for more of “The 
Hunger Games.” u

Jennifer Lawrence poses as Katniss Everdeen, protagonist of “The Hunger Games.”

Courtesy of THE TELEGRAPH

gaMe DeSeRveS
iTS populaRiTy

lol CRaze iS 
unwaRRanTeD

its large fan base and variety of char-
acters, items, abilities, strategies and 
maps.

Due to this variety and the many 
players throughout the world that the 
game may place on my team or on the 
enemy team, every round is different 
than the 
last one. 
Thus, I 
have to 
use differ-
ent strate-
gies each 
game and 
must be 
very flexible 
and adapt 
to different 
s c e n a r i o s . 
With a con-
stant need to 
change strategies 
and plans, each round is 
fun, exciting and fresh. 

There are various game 
maps and modes that can 
take varying amounts of time. Games 
can last from 15 minutes to one hour. 
In fact, if I’m short on time, I play “Cus-
tom Game” mode which one can exit at 
any time. With the amount of fun, va-
riety and interaction it offers, I believe 
LoL easily lives up to its hype and de-
serves its reputation as a popular and 
insanely fun game. u

gameplay in League of Legends,and I’m 
happy to say that the graphics are much 
better than Minecraft’s terrible pixelated 
display. 

However, one thing I don’t like about 
League of Legends — and I know I’m 
going to get a lot of backlash for this — is 
that the game seems so unoriginal. The 
entire game was based on a previous 
game, Defense of the Ancients (DotA), 
and really doesn’t offer too much more. 
Sure, people will argue that it offers on-
line competition but so did DotA. 

In addition, the game has lackluster 
artificial intelligence, so offline game-
play is not very challenging to say the 
least. 

People might also argue that LoL re-
quires intense teamwork but sometimes, 
there is one extremely proficient League 
of Legends player that annihilates the 
other team single-handedly.

Furthermore, every game takes any-
where from 20 minutes to an entire hour. 
If you exit the game before you complete 
your objective, you lose all of your prog-
ress. I’ve watched my seventh-grade 
brother spend hours upon end franti-
cally trying to win a game, only to fail 
and have to restart. (I’ve since convinced 
him to stop spending so much time on 
League of Legends)

The bottom line: League of Legends 
is a overrated modification to a different 
game and takes too much time to com-
plete menial tasks. u
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Only after the flick was 
released did I begin to 
realize why there was 

so much hype.
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Abe has been playing drums for over 
20 years and is now looking to transition 
to teaching. According to Abe, he would 
be willing to teach any age group this 
summer. 

As a teacher, Abe loves to help oth-
ers and share his knowledge with other 
people. 

“I like sharing and helping others 
and since [playing] drums [is] one of 
my passions I thought it would be fun,” 
Abe said. “I used to coach wrestling and 
I miss it. This would be similar in many 
ways.”

Because he has been playing drums 
for so long, Abe feels he is at a point 
where he can help others. Though some 
teachers choose to take a job over the 
summer to make extra money, Abe is 
doing it out of pure enjoyment.

“It’s fun and challenging,” Abe said. 
“It’s a lifelong process of learning, un-
derstanding, and certainly it’s a lifetime 
of enjoyment.”   u

Summer less  n plans

SUMMER 
SCHOOL

Teachers have their own...

ALL GRAPHICS BY MICHELLE SHU

“If we do not catch fish when we are 
there, we do not eat,” history teacher Jeff 
Scott said.

Scott and his family, including his 
aunt, uncle, cousins and friends from 
Seattle, have made a tradition of kaya-
king and camping out in the Canadian 
wilderness of Vancouver Island with no 
contact with the outside world. Scott’s 
family has been on the same trip five 
times, with the longest excursion being 
two weeks.  

“We see eagles and almost no other 
humans, which allows for great family 
bonding,” Scott said.

Scott’s Canada trips, however, are just 
a small piece of his traveling experienc-
es.  Scott has been an avid summer trav-
eler since early childhood and has been 
to over 15 different countries throughout 
the years. His many traveling experi-
ences have been both recreational and 
educational.   

This past summer Scott also traveled 
to British Columbia, Canada and Thai-
land in addition to Vancouver Island.  
Scott’s travels have also taken him to 
Austria, Guatemala and South Korea, 
where he went to teach English to ele-
mentary students.  

“The most exciting part was 
going go the DMZ [Ko-

rean Demilita-

BY SierraSmith

Around the globe with Scott, Nakamatsu
rized Zone] because I have technically 
been into North Korea,” Scott said.  

While Scott enjoys the relaxation and 
relief that he gets during his vacations, 
he also sees great value in experiencing 
life in many countries and cultures of the 
world.

“I think exposure to new cultures and 
ideas is extremely important and that 
whenever one has the chance to go to 
a foreign land they should grab the op-
portunity and experience as much of the 
world possible,” Scott said.

Reliving childhood memories
For chemistry teacher Kathy Naka-

matsu, traveling is a great way to spend 
quality time with family, have new expe-
riences and try different food.  

“I love exploring and seeing new 
sights. I also enjoy trying new foods,” 
Nakamatsu said.  “I always try to eat the 
food known for that region.”

This past summer Nakamatsu went 
on a road trip with her parents to the 
Grand Canyon, stopping at Yosemite 
and Las Vegas along the way.  The trip 
was in honor of Nakamatsu’s father, 
whose deteriorating health would make 
it his last vacation.  

“Last year it became evident that my 
father’s health was declining and that he 
would have to go into an Alzheimer’s 

facility soon,” Nakamatsu said.  “I 
wanted to take my dad on one last 

road trip and take him to his fa-
vorite places.”

On the trip Nakamatsu 
and her parents walked to 

Yosemite Falls, saw the 
Hoover Dam and vis-
ited the major sights 
of the Grand Can-
yon.

Scott poses with a North Korea soldier in 
the Korean Demilitarized Zone during one 
of his foreign trips.

Courtesy of JEFF SCOTT

Nakamatsu, center, visited the Grand Can-
yon, along with a few other sites, with her 
parents last summer.

Courtesy of KATHY NAKAMATSU

The vacation reminded Nakamatsu 
of the trips her parents took her on as a 
child.  She began traveling around the 
age of 3, making it across the United 
States twice.  

“When I was growing up, my parents 
took us on several road trips,” Nakamat-
su said. “I have many fond memories of 
these road trips and camping with the 
family.”

Nakamatsu also travels with her hus-
band Jon, a world class pianist, as he 
tours.  This summer she plans to tour 

Honolulu, Steamboat Springs in Colo-
rado and Cape Cod.  

Nakamatsu enjoys traveling not only 
to bond with her family, but to get new 
perspectives.

“In some cases, like when I traveled to 
Chile and did a service project at an or-
phanage, it makes you appreciate what 
we often take for granted.  I think it also 
opens your eyes to new experiences,” 
Nakamatsu said.  “We live in a beautiful 
country with so many different regions 
and things to see.” u

Summer is a time for relaxation. 
Whether going to the beach or just 
sleeping in late, summers are supposed 
to help students and teachers alike re-
charge their batteries after a chaotic 
school year. 

While many teachers do take their 
summers off to recover from the de-
manding school year, some have even 
more work to do during their summer 
break. 

Biology teacher Jenny Garcia, for 
example, used to spend her summers 
teaching summer school. Because her 
husband was between jobs at the time, 
the extra income helped.

While Garcia no longer teaches sum-
mer school, her experiences allowed her 
to explore other subjects. At the time, 
Garcia taught chemistry at “regular” 
school; during summer school, she had 
the opportunity to teach biology. As a re-
sult, she got to work with different stu-
dents than those in her regular classes.

“I enjoyed it because I got to meet 
students I hadn’t worked with before,” 
Garcia said. 

Besides working with a different 
group of students, summer school al-
lowed Garcia to teach students differ-
ently than in her regular classes.

“It was a chance to get to the mate-
rial in a different way,” she said, “[for 
example, to] do different labs [and] fo-
cus on different concepts.” 

Yet summer school is not the only job 
teachers take on over the summer. For 
example, world history teacher Kirk Abe 
is looking to teach drums for the first 
time to anyone who wants to learn. 

Vacation provides no 
rest for busy teachersBiology and AP Environmental Sci-

ence teacher Kristen Thomson can 
pinpoint the unique time in which she 
became enamored with the rainforest 
and wildlife—her summer vacation in 
Ecuador. 

“I would say every summer [in 
which] I’ve gotten to travel to another 
country is the best,” Thomson said. 
“However, the most memorable [sum-
mer] was right before I started teaching 
here at Saratoga 
when I went on a 
trip with my col-
lege roommate to 
Ecuador.”

Thomson was 
first truly exposed 
to the beauty and 
ecological com-
plexity of a rainfor-
est during her trip 
to Ecuador at age 
26. 

“It was my first 
trip to a rainfor-
est,” Thomson 
said. “I have vis-
ited several more since then.”

During her trip to Ecuador, Thom-
son met her future husband and de-
veloped a love for wildlife. She also 
became inspired to take trips to other 
exotic destinations in the future.  

“I ended up falling in love with 
many things, the rainforest, the trees, 
monkeys and of course my husband,” 
Thomson said  “It was also here that 
I caught the ‘travel bug,’ which led to 
other trips to South America, Africa 
and Asia.”

Thomson recalls flying into Ec-
uador’s’ capital, Quito, and staying 
there for a few days. She then took a 
short plane ride to Coca, an oil town, 

and took a motorized canoe down the 
Napo River to get the Lodge where 
her husband worked.

While staying in the Amazon rain-
forest, Thomson was exposed to the 
largest aggregation of different organ-
isms on earth and reveled in her sur-
roundings. 

“We stayed in the Amazon rainfor-
est for a week,  looking for elusive or-
ganisms, we canoed through the black 
waters into swamps and climbed up 
to their canopy tower,” Thomson said. 

“We then went to 
Otavalo to shop 
[and] hit Banos to 
explore a bit.”

Thomson’s trip 
to Ecuador truly 
resonated with 
her, since she went 
back to Ecuador for 
the next two sum-
mers. Thomson 
even brought her 
AP Environmental 
science students to 
Ecuador one year.   

“When I took 
students to Ecua-

dor we were on a bus and there were 
some kids that came on the bus to sing 
for us and sell us things, and my stu-
dents asked me why the kids weren’t 
in school,” Thomson said. “My stu-
dents ended up truly understanding 
how much of a privilege education 
is.”

Thomson’s trips to Ecuador have 
allowed her to appreciate the circum-
stances of her life, and she advises oth-
ers to take similar journeys. 

“Everyone should [travel] some-
where that isn’t a first world country 
because it makes us appreciate how 
lucky we are to live in such fortunate 
conditions,” Thomson said.  u

Ecuador delights Thomson

During the summer of 2010, English teacher and 
Speech and Debate coach Erick Rector traveled to 
Europe alone at the age of 27 with nothing more than 
a suitcase and plane tickets to and from Paris.

Rector began his trip in Paris and flew to Rome af-
ter following the advice of a Parisian that he should 
visit the historic city. He then took a train to Venice 
and took day trips from Venice to the Italian cities 

of Caldonazzo and Verona. Rector then flew to Ma-
drid, back to Paris and then took a train out to the 
border of Paris and Switzerland. At the conclusion of 
his adventure, he traveled back to Paris and then flew 
home.

Rector’s strong desire to relax and take a break 
from his stressful teaching life motivated his idea to 
go on a trip and be completely free to travel wherever 
he wanted to around Europe.

“I really needed to relax because I had been teach-
ing for four years and I hadn’t had a real vacation,” 
Rector said. “I also had been coaching speech and de-
bate on many weeknights and weekends. I was over-
ly worked and really stressed out so my dad advised 
me to take a trip.”

During his trip, Rector fueled his interest in archi-
tecture and desire to taste the local cuisine, as well as 
engage in a liberal amount of sightseeing in order to 
unwind.  

“I did touristy stuff, and I only visited one muse-
um, the Reina Sofía in Madrid,” Rector said. “I pret-
ty much wanted to see architecture, taste the food, 
and bike or walk around seeing as many things as I 
could.”

Although some people may dislike traveling 
alone, Rector believes that his choice to travel solo 
was a profoundly good decision.

“The fact that I went by myself was a good thing 
because it  forced me to adapt and be culturally aware 
on my own,” Rector said. “It was also a lot of good 
time for me to reflect and think.”

According to Rector, the only concrete plans that 

he had was one 
plane ticket to 
Paris and anoth-
er ticket leaving 
Paris three weeks 
later. Everything 
else about the trip 
was up in the air.

“It was the first 
real trip that I had 
taken as an adult 
without family 
and I enjoyed ex-
periencing all of 
the fun things that 
there were to do,” Rector said. “I didn’t know where 
I was going to sleep because I didn’t have hostel or 
hotel reservations and I didn’t know where I was go-
ing to eat. It was all very fly by the seat of your pants 
travel and I really enjoyed it.”

Rector’s trip was such a success that he traveled to 
Europe again during the summer of 2011. However, 
this time he was accompanied by a friend for the five-
week trip and had a more defined travel schedule.

“The following summer I went back with a friend 
and we planned out the cities that we wanted to go 
to and how many days we’d be able to stay in each 
place,” Rector said. “Other than that, the first thing 
that we’d have to do was find out where we were 
going to stay when we got to a new city, because we 
didn’t make hotel reservations. It was really interest-
ing and it kept the excitement going.” u

BY SophieMattson

Rector took a night ride through Paris, France during 
his travels in 2010.  His bike is pictured above.

Courtesy of ERICK RECTOR
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Homework: make memories

Despite having had a hectic school year, teachers 
will be able to enjoy their summers reconnecting 
with their families by traveling and relaxing. 

“Summer is a time to relax, travel and take lots 
of pictures. That is how [my family and I] recon-
nect,” Spanish teacher Arnoldo Rodriguex said. 

Rodriguex often does summer 
activities that relate to the subject 
he teaches at school with his wife, 
who is also a teacher, and his two 
kids. 

“All trips we have taken have 
been to Hispanic countries. We al-
ways explore the culture and tradi-
tions [of those countries] and then 
relax on the beach,” Rodriguex 
said. 

History teacher Matthew Tor-
rens also often draws from his in-
terest in history to create unique summer experi-
ences for his family. For the last three summers, he 
and his wife, along with their four kids, have taken 
road trips halfway across the country for family re-
unions,  visiting places such as Minnesota and Il-
linois. 

“Five years ago, I took my 
three of my kids and we vis-
ited all the missions in Cali-
fornia, which was kind of 
nerdy,” Torrens said. “On 
these road trips across the 
country, we’re always stop-
ping at Buffalo Bill’s grave 
site or other weird things 
[like that].” 

Teachers and their fami-
lies often take away unfor-
gettable memories from their 
summer vacations together. 

“There are a lot of weird 
stories from being on a road 
trip with four kids, [includ-
ing] changing poopy diapers 
in the middle of the high-

BY AndyFang

Staff bond with their families over break

Arnaldo Rodriguex, his wife and his two children, Max 
and Elizabeth, took a canoe to the reservation of the 
Emberá indigenous people in the country of Panama. 

Courtesy of ARNALDO RODRIGUEX
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Native language

Spanish

Population
About 15.2 million

Travel time
Around 11 hours

Tourist attractions
 Galapagos islands, rainforests

Country Profile: Ecuador

My wife and I are going for 
five days up to Lake Tahoe 

We’re going to actually hike 
up the Donner Pass...I’ll prob-
ably bring some beef jerky as 

a joke.

Matthew Torrens

way,” Torrens said. “One time we were driving across 
Nevada and I got pulled over by a highway patrolman 
for speeding and he said ‘I’ll let you go because I can 
see that you can’t afford the ticket’, so that was kind of 
cold.”

For Rodriguex, one of the most memorable experi-
ences occurred when he and his family traveled to Pan-
ama and visited the Emberá indigenous people. 

“We had to travel by ca-
noe for a long time to get to 
[the Emberá] reservation. 
[However,] the indige-
nous person that was row-
ing the canoe was wearing 
a loin cloth that exposed 
most of his behind,” Ro-
driguex said. “Both of my 
children were sitting right 
behind ‘his behind’ and 
complained of how badly 
it smelled. My wife and I 

were laughing all the way to the reservation site.” 
Teachers also build traditions with their families 

during the summer. Torrens, for example, enacts a point 
system with his children every summer. His children 

have to get up in the morning 
and do certain jobs in or-

der to earn points. The 
points are then tallied 
up at the end of the 
week and “spent” on 
fun local excursions. 

“When they were 
young, [the points 
were used for things] 
like going to places 

like Happy Hollow 
and Gilroy Gardens 

but now they want to go to 
places like Great America,” 

Torrens said. 
Torrens is also looking for-

ward to catching up with kids and 
his extended family this break.

“We’re driving out to southern 
Utah for a family reunion,” Torrens 

said. “I’m also going to take two of my kids to go back-
packing this summer for three days up in the Sierras at 
this place called Thousand Lakes.”

 However, Torrens will be able to spend quality time 
with just his wife this summer as well.

“My wife and I are going for five days up to Lake Ta-
hoe. We’re going to actually hike up the Donner Pass,” 
Torrens said. ”I’ll probably bring some beef jerky as a 
joke.” u



14 SCHOOL SCOPE May 31, 2012 saratogafalcon
THE 15SCHOOL SCOPEsaratogafalcon

THE
May 31, 2012

Abe has been playing drums for over 
20 years and is now looking to transition 
to teaching. According to Abe, he would 
be willing to teach any age group this 
summer. 

As a teacher, Abe loves to help oth-
ers and share his knowledge with other 
people. 

“I like sharing and helping others 
and since [playing] drums [is] one of 
my passions I thought it would be fun,” 
Abe said. “I used to coach wrestling and 
I miss it. This would be similar in many 
ways.”

Because he has been playing drums 
for so long, Abe feels he is at a point 
where he can help others. Though some 
teachers choose to take a job over the 
summer to make extra money, Abe is 
doing it out of pure enjoyment.

“It’s fun and challenging,” Abe said. 
“It’s a lifelong process of learning, un-
derstanding, and certainly it’s a lifetime 
of enjoyment.”   u

Summer less  n plans

SUMMER 
SCHOOL

Teachers have their own...

ALL GRAPHICS BY MICHELLE SHU

“If we do not catch fish when we are 
there, we do not eat,” history teacher Jeff 
Scott said.

Scott and his family, including his 
aunt, uncle, cousins and friends from 
Seattle, have made a tradition of kaya-
king and camping out in the Canadian 
wilderness of Vancouver Island with no 
contact with the outside world. Scott’s 
family has been on the same trip five 
times, with the longest excursion being 
two weeks.  

“We see eagles and almost no other 
humans, which allows for great family 
bonding,” Scott said.

Scott’s Canada trips, however, are just 
a small piece of his traveling experienc-
es.  Scott has been an avid summer trav-
eler since early childhood and has been 
to over 15 different countries throughout 
the years. His many traveling experi-
ences have been both recreational and 
educational.   

This past summer Scott also traveled 
to British Columbia, Canada and Thai-
land in addition to Vancouver Island.  
Scott’s travels have also taken him to 
Austria, Guatemala and South Korea, 
where he went to teach English to ele-
mentary students.  

“The most exciting part was 
going go the DMZ [Ko-

rean Demilita-

BY SierraSmith

Around the globe with Scott, Nakamatsu
rized Zone] because I have technically 
been into North Korea,” Scott said.  

While Scott enjoys the relaxation and 
relief that he gets during his vacations, 
he also sees great value in experiencing 
life in many countries and cultures of the 
world.

“I think exposure to new cultures and 
ideas is extremely important and that 
whenever one has the chance to go to 
a foreign land they should grab the op-
portunity and experience as much of the 
world possible,” Scott said.

Reliving childhood memories
For chemistry teacher Kathy Naka-

matsu, traveling is a great way to spend 
quality time with family, have new expe-
riences and try different food.  

“I love exploring and seeing new 
sights. I also enjoy trying new foods,” 
Nakamatsu said.  “I always try to eat the 
food known for that region.”

This past summer Nakamatsu went 
on a road trip with her parents to the 
Grand Canyon, stopping at Yosemite 
and Las Vegas along the way.  The trip 
was in honor of Nakamatsu’s father, 
whose deteriorating health would make 
it his last vacation.  

“Last year it became evident that my 
father’s health was declining and that he 
would have to go into an Alzheimer’s 

facility soon,” Nakamatsu said.  “I 
wanted to take my dad on one last 

road trip and take him to his fa-
vorite places.”

On the trip Nakamatsu 
and her parents walked to 

Yosemite Falls, saw the 
Hoover Dam and vis-
ited the major sights 
of the Grand Can-
yon.

Scott poses with a North Korea soldier in 
the Korean Demilitarized Zone during one 
of his foreign trips.

Courtesy of JEFF SCOTT

Nakamatsu, center, visited the Grand Can-
yon, along with a few other sites, with her 
parents last summer.

Courtesy of KATHY NAKAMATSU

The vacation reminded Nakamatsu 
of the trips her parents took her on as a 
child.  She began traveling around the 
age of 3, making it across the United 
States twice.  

“When I was growing up, my parents 
took us on several road trips,” Nakamat-
su said. “I have many fond memories of 
these road trips and camping with the 
family.”

Nakamatsu also travels with her hus-
band Jon, a world class pianist, as he 
tours.  This summer she plans to tour 

Honolulu, Steamboat Springs in Colo-
rado and Cape Cod.  

Nakamatsu enjoys traveling not only 
to bond with her family, but to get new 
perspectives.

“In some cases, like when I traveled to 
Chile and did a service project at an or-
phanage, it makes you appreciate what 
we often take for granted.  I think it also 
opens your eyes to new experiences,” 
Nakamatsu said.  “We live in a beautiful 
country with so many different regions 
and things to see.” u

Summer is a time for relaxation. 
Whether going to the beach or just 
sleeping in late, summers are supposed 
to help students and teachers alike re-
charge their batteries after a chaotic 
school year. 

While many teachers do take their 
summers off to recover from the de-
manding school year, some have even 
more work to do during their summer 
break. 

Biology teacher Jenny Garcia, for 
example, used to spend her summers 
teaching summer school. Because her 
husband was between jobs at the time, 
the extra income helped.

While Garcia no longer teaches sum-
mer school, her experiences allowed her 
to explore other subjects. At the time, 
Garcia taught chemistry at “regular” 
school; during summer school, she had 
the opportunity to teach biology. As a re-
sult, she got to work with different stu-
dents than those in her regular classes.

“I enjoyed it because I got to meet 
students I hadn’t worked with before,” 
Garcia said. 

Besides working with a different 
group of students, summer school al-
lowed Garcia to teach students differ-
ently than in her regular classes.

“It was a chance to get to the mate-
rial in a different way,” she said, “[for 
example, to] do different labs [and] fo-
cus on different concepts.” 

Yet summer school is not the only job 
teachers take on over the summer. For 
example, world history teacher Kirk Abe 
is looking to teach drums for the first 
time to anyone who wants to learn. 

Vacation provides no 
rest for busy teachersBiology and AP Environmental Sci-

ence teacher Kristen Thomson can 
pinpoint the unique time in which she 
became enamored with the rainforest 
and wildlife—her summer vacation in 
Ecuador. 

“I would say every summer [in 
which] I’ve gotten to travel to another 
country is the best,” Thomson said. 
“However, the most memorable [sum-
mer] was right before I started teaching 
here at Saratoga 
when I went on a 
trip with my col-
lege roommate to 
Ecuador.”

Thomson was 
first truly exposed 
to the beauty and 
ecological com-
plexity of a rainfor-
est during her trip 
to Ecuador at age 
26. 

“It was my first 
trip to a rainfor-
est,” Thomson 
said. “I have vis-
ited several more since then.”

During her trip to Ecuador, Thom-
son met her future husband and de-
veloped a love for wildlife. She also 
became inspired to take trips to other 
exotic destinations in the future.  

“I ended up falling in love with 
many things, the rainforest, the trees, 
monkeys and of course my husband,” 
Thomson said  “It was also here that 
I caught the ‘travel bug,’ which led to 
other trips to South America, Africa 
and Asia.”

Thomson recalls flying into Ec-
uador’s’ capital, Quito, and staying 
there for a few days. She then took a 
short plane ride to Coca, an oil town, 

and took a motorized canoe down the 
Napo River to get the Lodge where 
her husband worked.

While staying in the Amazon rain-
forest, Thomson was exposed to the 
largest aggregation of different organ-
isms on earth and reveled in her sur-
roundings. 

“We stayed in the Amazon rainfor-
est for a week,  looking for elusive or-
ganisms, we canoed through the black 
waters into swamps and climbed up 
to their canopy tower,” Thomson said. 

“We then went to 
Otavalo to shop 
[and] hit Banos to 
explore a bit.”

Thomson’s trip 
to Ecuador truly 
resonated with 
her, since she went 
back to Ecuador for 
the next two sum-
mers. Thomson 
even brought her 
AP Environmental 
science students to 
Ecuador one year.   

“When I took 
students to Ecua-

dor we were on a bus and there were 
some kids that came on the bus to sing 
for us and sell us things, and my stu-
dents asked me why the kids weren’t 
in school,” Thomson said. “My stu-
dents ended up truly understanding 
how much of a privilege education 
is.”

Thomson’s trips to Ecuador have 
allowed her to appreciate the circum-
stances of her life, and she advises oth-
ers to take similar journeys. 

“Everyone should [travel] some-
where that isn’t a first world country 
because it makes us appreciate how 
lucky we are to live in such fortunate 
conditions,” Thomson said.  u

Ecuador delights Thomson

During the summer of 2010, English teacher and 
Speech and Debate coach Erick Rector traveled to 
Europe alone at the age of 27 with nothing more than 
a suitcase and plane tickets to and from Paris.

Rector began his trip in Paris and flew to Rome af-
ter following the advice of a Parisian that he should 
visit the historic city. He then took a train to Venice 
and took day trips from Venice to the Italian cities 

of Caldonazzo and Verona. Rector then flew to Ma-
drid, back to Paris and then took a train out to the 
border of Paris and Switzerland. At the conclusion of 
his adventure, he traveled back to Paris and then flew 
home.

Rector’s strong desire to relax and take a break 
from his stressful teaching life motivated his idea to 
go on a trip and be completely free to travel wherever 
he wanted to around Europe.

“I really needed to relax because I had been teach-
ing for four years and I hadn’t had a real vacation,” 
Rector said. “I also had been coaching speech and de-
bate on many weeknights and weekends. I was over-
ly worked and really stressed out so my dad advised 
me to take a trip.”

During his trip, Rector fueled his interest in archi-
tecture and desire to taste the local cuisine, as well as 
engage in a liberal amount of sightseeing in order to 
unwind.  

“I did touristy stuff, and I only visited one muse-
um, the Reina Sofía in Madrid,” Rector said. “I pret-
ty much wanted to see architecture, taste the food, 
and bike or walk around seeing as many things as I 
could.”

Although some people may dislike traveling 
alone, Rector believes that his choice to travel solo 
was a profoundly good decision.

“The fact that I went by myself was a good thing 
because it  forced me to adapt and be culturally aware 
on my own,” Rector said. “It was also a lot of good 
time for me to reflect and think.”

According to Rector, the only concrete plans that 

he had was one 
plane ticket to 
Paris and anoth-
er ticket leaving 
Paris three weeks 
later. Everything 
else about the trip 
was up in the air.

“It was the first 
real trip that I had 
taken as an adult 
without family 
and I enjoyed ex-
periencing all of 
the fun things that 
there were to do,” Rector said. “I didn’t know where 
I was going to sleep because I didn’t have hostel or 
hotel reservations and I didn’t know where I was go-
ing to eat. It was all very fly by the seat of your pants 
travel and I really enjoyed it.”

Rector’s trip was such a success that he traveled to 
Europe again during the summer of 2011. However, 
this time he was accompanied by a friend for the five-
week trip and had a more defined travel schedule.

“The following summer I went back with a friend 
and we planned out the cities that we wanted to go 
to and how many days we’d be able to stay in each 
place,” Rector said. “Other than that, the first thing 
that we’d have to do was find out where we were 
going to stay when we got to a new city, because we 
didn’t make hotel reservations. It was really interest-
ing and it kept the excitement going.” u

BY SophieMattson

Rector took a night ride through Paris, France during 
his travels in 2010.  His bike is pictured above.

Courtesy of ERICK RECTOR
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Homework: make memories

Despite having had a hectic school year, teachers 
will be able to enjoy their summers reconnecting 
with their families by traveling and relaxing. 

“Summer is a time to relax, travel and take lots 
of pictures. That is how [my family and I] recon-
nect,” Spanish teacher Arnoldo Rodriguex said. 

Rodriguex often does summer 
activities that relate to the subject 
he teaches at school with his wife, 
who is also a teacher, and his two 
kids. 

“All trips we have taken have 
been to Hispanic countries. We al-
ways explore the culture and tradi-
tions [of those countries] and then 
relax on the beach,” Rodriguex 
said. 

History teacher Matthew Tor-
rens also often draws from his in-
terest in history to create unique summer experi-
ences for his family. For the last three summers, he 
and his wife, along with their four kids, have taken 
road trips halfway across the country for family re-
unions,  visiting places such as Minnesota and Il-
linois. 

“Five years ago, I took my 
three of my kids and we vis-
ited all the missions in Cali-
fornia, which was kind of 
nerdy,” Torrens said. “On 
these road trips across the 
country, we’re always stop-
ping at Buffalo Bill’s grave 
site or other weird things 
[like that].” 

Teachers and their fami-
lies often take away unfor-
gettable memories from their 
summer vacations together. 

“There are a lot of weird 
stories from being on a road 
trip with four kids, [includ-
ing] changing poopy diapers 
in the middle of the high-

BY AndyFang

Staff bond with their families over break

Arnaldo Rodriguex, his wife and his two children, Max 
and Elizabeth, took a canoe to the reservation of the 
Emberá indigenous people in the country of Panama. 

Courtesy of ARNALDO RODRIGUEX
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Native language

Spanish

Population
About 15.2 million

Travel time
Around 11 hours

Tourist attractions
 Galapagos islands, rainforests

Country Profile: Ecuador

My wife and I are going for 
five days up to Lake Tahoe 

We’re going to actually hike 
up the Donner Pass...I’ll prob-
ably bring some beef jerky as 

a joke.

Matthew Torrens

way,” Torrens said. “One time we were driving across 
Nevada and I got pulled over by a highway patrolman 
for speeding and he said ‘I’ll let you go because I can 
see that you can’t afford the ticket’, so that was kind of 
cold.”

For Rodriguex, one of the most memorable experi-
ences occurred when he and his family traveled to Pan-
ama and visited the Emberá indigenous people. 

“We had to travel by ca-
noe for a long time to get to 
[the Emberá] reservation. 
[However,] the indige-
nous person that was row-
ing the canoe was wearing 
a loin cloth that exposed 
most of his behind,” Ro-
driguex said. “Both of my 
children were sitting right 
behind ‘his behind’ and 
complained of how badly 
it smelled. My wife and I 

were laughing all the way to the reservation site.” 
Teachers also build traditions with their families 

during the summer. Torrens, for example, enacts a point 
system with his children every summer. His children 

have to get up in the morning 
and do certain jobs in or-

der to earn points. The 
points are then tallied 
up at the end of the 
week and “spent” on 
fun local excursions. 

“When they were 
young, [the points 
were used for things] 
like going to places 

like Happy Hollow 
and Gilroy Gardens 

but now they want to go to 
places like Great America,” 

Torrens said. 
Torrens is also looking for-

ward to catching up with kids and 
his extended family this break.

“We’re driving out to southern 
Utah for a family reunion,” Torrens 

said. “I’m also going to take two of my kids to go back-
packing this summer for three days up in the Sierras at 
this place called Thousand Lakes.”

 However, Torrens will be able to spend quality time 
with just his wife this summer as well.

“My wife and I are going for five days up to Lake Ta-
hoe. We’re going to actually hike up the Donner Pass,” 
Torrens said. ”I’ll probably bring some beef jerky as a 
joke.” u
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Breaking the
Siblings celebrate advantages of diversity

Spitting cherry pits in the summer 
and celebrating Chinese New Year in 
the spring may come across as two tra-
ditions unlikely to be shared by one 
family, but not for sophomore Gloria 
Breck and her brother, freshman Samuel 
Breck.

Multicultural families have the 
chance to live the best of both worlds, 
and such is the case for these siblings. 
Gloria and Samuel are the children of a 
Chinese mother and Caucasian father 
from Michigan. 

Samuel finds that his parents’ diver-
sity opens his eyes to more cultures and 
therefore more traditions particular to 
each. 

“You get to experience a lot more,” 
Samuel said. “You’re not narrowed 
down to just one culture.” 

Gloria, too, values the uniqueness of 
both and has favorite aspects of each 
one.

“My favorite part of being Chinese 
[is] the community,” Gloria said. “I ac-
tually loved going to Chinese school... 
[The] never-faltering Chinese people of 
Saratoga are my comfort because they 

take care of each other.”
Similarly, Samuel said he appreciates 

different aspects of the Chinese culture 
he and his sister are a part of. 

“The Chinese side [of my family] has 
a lot of food,” Samuel said. “There’s a 
lot of events that normal white fami-
lies would not have, like Chinese New 
Year.”

Furthermore, according to Gloria, she 
feels she fits in more 
with the Chinese part 
of her heritage than 
that of the Caucasian 
side.

“I definitely feel 
more Chinese,” Gloria 
said. “I speak Chinese 
at home and am sur-
rounded by Asians ev-
ery day.”

Nevertheless, Gloria does not believe 
that this isolates her from her Caucasian 
father and his culture.

“I see my dad as an Asian—he can 
speak and understand the [Chinese] 
language, and is quite submissive to my 
Tiger mom,” she joked.

This language, Gloria said, was one 
that her father picked up on mostly with 
the help of her mother, who can speak 

both English and Chinese.
“My dad learned most of his Chinese 

from my mom, because he had to cross 
the language barrier somehow... [but] 
to this day, communication problems 
abound,” Gloria said.

Often, though, Gloria said that the 
confusion is often over small things.

“[For example,] when my mom says 
to ‘I need a tower,’ my family knows she 

means a towel,” Breck 
said. 

Still, Gloria said she 
also loves the tradi-
tions her dad brings to 
the table from his own 
heritage.

“My dad taught 
me to spit cherry pits 
very far like they do 
in Michigan,” Gloria 

said.  “He was an American high school 
student at one point too, so we like to 
debate how times have changed.”

Yet as a result of their unique cultures, 
Gloria said her parents are not always in 
agreement.

“My parents often disagree on work 
ethics—my mom, as any immigrant who 
worked hard to arrive here would, has 
instilled her tiger-mama philosophy in 

my brother and me,” Gloria said. “My 
dad reminds us to stop and breathe once 
in awhile.”

Despite her parents’ different ap-
proaches, Gloria said she never feels a 
culture clash.  

“I never feel caught in the middle, 
because their two cultures have melted 
together into one, where the best values 
of both worlds exist,” Gloria said.

Unlike Gloria, Samuel feels that he 
does not identify with one culture any 
more than the other, but agrees that their 
two cultures have molded into one.

“I think of [my sister and me] as our 
own race,” Samuel said.  

However, since he is biracial, Samu-
el finds he sometimes stands out more 
when he travels.

“When I go to places like China, a 
lot of people … say ‘Oh, it’s a mixie,’” 
Samuel said.

For Gloria, this is a benefit, as she 
finds that ultimately her diversity al-
lows her to adapt easily to situations.

“Because I don’t fit perfectly in any 
one group of people, I’ve learned to 
change myself to fit in every setting. At 
home, I receive an Asian and a Cauca-
sian opinion on everything, and that has 
given me a balanced world view.” u

BY CristinaCurcelli
& SarahFinley

StudentS Share StorieS of 
their non-nuclear faMilieS

Families separated by continents 
treasure spending time together

When was the last time you 
chose to go out with your fam-
ily over your friends?

Unlike many other teenagers 
today, sophomore Gloria Liou 
would have probably chosen to 
spend the time with her family. 
With her father working over-
seas in China, Liou finds that 
family time is of great value to 
her. 

Liou is not alone. The trend 
of having one parent working 
overseas to generate an income 
for the family is a fact of life for 
many families in the area. 

Through this 
experience, 
students 

with a parent working overseas 
truly understand the value of 
family, since family time be-
comes a rarity for them.

“Family time is more valu-
able to my family since we only 
have the whole family together 
a couple times a year,” Liou 
said.

Liou, whose dad started 
working overseas as an engi-
neer in China five years ago, 
sees him only once every four 
months. 

Liou and her mother decid-
ed to stay in America, because 
both she and her parents had al-
ready adjusted to the American 

style; her moth-
er, coming to 

America for 
graduate 

school, 
f e e l s 

m o r e 
at home 

in the U.S. 
than in China.

 “At first, my 
life became very dif-

ficult because he is 
the more ‘chill’ 
parent,” Liou said. 

“I wasn’t able to go 
out biking with him 

on the weekends anymore or 
play cards at night.”

In 2010, a survey conduct-
ed in a Romanian high school 
polled 202 students, staff and 
parents on the effects of having 
parents who work overseas. 
The most negative effect, the 
participants said, was the lack 
of parental support in the areas 
of academics and extracurricu-
lar activities.

“It’s really inconvenient 
sometimes because my mom 
works, and she’s not always 
able to pick me up on time,” 
sophomore Joyce Kao said.  

Her father has been working 
in Taiwan ever since she was 
born, and she only sees him 
twice a year.

Because of the rarity of con-
tact with the parent working 
overseas, it is a common per-
ception that the family is often 
disconnected from each other.

This view was also demon-
strated by the Romanian sur-
vey, where the participants’ 
second most popular answer 
for negative effects was the lack 
of affection from the working 
parent.  

“Having my dad around 
actually feels more abnormal, 

since he isn’t 
back often,” 
Liou said. 

Howev-
er, both Liou 
and Kao say 
that despite 
the distance be-
tween themselves 
and their fathers, 
their strong relationship 
with their mother makes up for 
the absence of a father. 

“My mom basically has to 
run the entire house by her-
self,” Liou said. “She has to 
send me to school, to lessons, 
buy groceries, cook and clean 
and do essentially everything 
by herself. I’m probably closer 
with my mom than most of the 
other students [are with theirs] 
in school.”

Despite the many obstacles, 
a positive trend in non-nuclear 
families with a parent working 
overseas is an increase in the 
child’s independence. 

“I’ve learned to become a lot 
more independent, and I’m able 
to take care of myself while I’m 
home alone,” Kao said. 

Liou said that she learned 
early on that her mother is not 
the only source of help.

“Since my dad isn’t home, 
and my mom is really busy, 
I do a lot of things by myself, 
and I have to be self-motivated 
for school and extracurriculars, 
since there is nobody there to 
push me to try my best,” Liou 
said.

Though Liou is now accus-
tomed to her life in a non-nu-
clear family, she still envies the 
relationship that most students 
have with both parents that 
many take for granted.

“Students with both parents 
home are so lucky, but I don’t 
think they realize it,” Liou said. 
“Sometimes my dad is unable 
to come home for a major holi-
day, and while everybody else 
was having family gatherings, 
my mom and I [just] ate with 
family friends.” u

BY GraceMa

Gloria and Samuel Breck
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Breaking the
Siblings celebrate advantages of diversity

Spitting cherry pits in the summer 
and celebrating Chinese New Year in 
the spring may come across as two tra-
ditions unlikely to be shared by one 
family, but not for sophomore Gloria 
Breck and her brother, freshman Samuel 
Breck.

Multicultural families have the 
chance to live the best of both worlds, 
and such is the case for these siblings. 
Gloria and Samuel are the children of a 
Chinese mother and Caucasian father 
from Michigan. 

Samuel finds that his parents’ diver-
sity opens his eyes to more cultures and 
therefore more traditions particular to 
each. 

“You get to experience a lot more,” 
Samuel said. “You’re not narrowed 
down to just one culture.” 

Gloria, too, values the uniqueness of 
both and has favorite aspects of each 
one.

“My favorite part of being Chinese 
[is] the community,” Gloria said. “I ac-
tually loved going to Chinese school... 
[The] never-faltering Chinese people of 
Saratoga are my comfort because they 

take care of each other.”
Similarly, Samuel said he appreciates 

different aspects of the Chinese culture 
he and his sister are a part of. 

“The Chinese side [of my family] has 
a lot of food,” Samuel said. “There’s a 
lot of events that normal white fami-
lies would not have, like Chinese New 
Year.”

Furthermore, according to Gloria, she 
feels she fits in more 
with the Chinese part 
of her heritage than 
that of the Caucasian 
side.

“I definitely feel 
more Chinese,” Gloria 
said. “I speak Chinese 
at home and am sur-
rounded by Asians ev-
ery day.”

Nevertheless, Gloria does not believe 
that this isolates her from her Caucasian 
father and his culture.

“I see my dad as an Asian—he can 
speak and understand the [Chinese] 
language, and is quite submissive to my 
Tiger mom,” she joked.

This language, Gloria said, was one 
that her father picked up on mostly with 
the help of her mother, who can speak 

both English and Chinese.
“My dad learned most of his Chinese 

from my mom, because he had to cross 
the language barrier somehow... [but] 
to this day, communication problems 
abound,” Gloria said.

Often, though, Gloria said that the 
confusion is often over small things.

“[For example,] when my mom says 
to ‘I need a tower,’ my family knows she 

means a towel,” Breck 
said. 

Still, Gloria said she 
also loves the tradi-
tions her dad brings to 
the table from his own 
heritage.

“My dad taught 
me to spit cherry pits 
very far like they do 
in Michigan,” Gloria 

said.  “He was an American high school 
student at one point too, so we like to 
debate how times have changed.”

Yet as a result of their unique cultures, 
Gloria said her parents are not always in 
agreement.

“My parents often disagree on work 
ethics—my mom, as any immigrant who 
worked hard to arrive here would, has 
instilled her tiger-mama philosophy in 

my brother and me,” Gloria said. “My 
dad reminds us to stop and breathe once 
in awhile.”

Despite her parents’ different ap-
proaches, Gloria said she never feels a 
culture clash.  

“I never feel caught in the middle, 
because their two cultures have melted 
together into one, where the best values 
of both worlds exist,” Gloria said.

Unlike Gloria, Samuel feels that he 
does not identify with one culture any 
more than the other, but agrees that their 
two cultures have molded into one.

“I think of [my sister and me] as our 
own race,” Samuel said.  

However, since he is biracial, Samu-
el finds he sometimes stands out more 
when he travels.

“When I go to places like China, a 
lot of people … say ‘Oh, it’s a mixie,’” 
Samuel said.

For Gloria, this is a benefit, as she 
finds that ultimately her diversity al-
lows her to adapt easily to situations.

“Because I don’t fit perfectly in any 
one group of people, I’ve learned to 
change myself to fit in every setting. At 
home, I receive an Asian and a Cauca-
sian opinion on everything, and that has 
given me a balanced world view.” u

BY CristinaCurcelli
& SarahFinley

StudentS Share StorieS of 
their non-nuclear faMilieS

Families separated by continents 
treasure spending time together

When was the last time you 
chose to go out with your fam-
ily over your friends?

Unlike many other teenagers 
today, sophomore Gloria Liou 
would have probably chosen to 
spend the time with her family. 
With her father working over-
seas in China, Liou finds that 
family time is of great value to 
her. 

Liou is not alone. The trend 
of having one parent working 
overseas to generate an income 
for the family is a fact of life for 
many families in the area. 

Through this 
experience, 
students 

with a parent working overseas 
truly understand the value of 
family, since family time be-
comes a rarity for them.

“Family time is more valu-
able to my family since we only 
have the whole family together 
a couple times a year,” Liou 
said.

Liou, whose dad started 
working overseas as an engi-
neer in China five years ago, 
sees him only once every four 
months. 

Liou and her mother decid-
ed to stay in America, because 
both she and her parents had al-
ready adjusted to the American 

style; her moth-
er, coming to 

America for 
graduate 

school, 
f e e l s 

m o r e 
at home 

in the U.S. 
than in China.

 “At first, my 
life became very dif-

ficult because he is 
the more ‘chill’ 
parent,” Liou said. 

“I wasn’t able to go 
out biking with him 

on the weekends anymore or 
play cards at night.”

In 2010, a survey conduct-
ed in a Romanian high school 
polled 202 students, staff and 
parents on the effects of having 
parents who work overseas. 
The most negative effect, the 
participants said, was the lack 
of parental support in the areas 
of academics and extracurricu-
lar activities.

“It’s really inconvenient 
sometimes because my mom 
works, and she’s not always 
able to pick me up on time,” 
sophomore Joyce Kao said.  

Her father has been working 
in Taiwan ever since she was 
born, and she only sees him 
twice a year.

Because of the rarity of con-
tact with the parent working 
overseas, it is a common per-
ception that the family is often 
disconnected from each other.

This view was also demon-
strated by the Romanian sur-
vey, where the participants’ 
second most popular answer 
for negative effects was the lack 
of affection from the working 
parent.  

“Having my dad around 
actually feels more abnormal, 

since he isn’t 
back often,” 
Liou said. 

Howev-
er, both Liou 
and Kao say 
that despite 
the distance be-
tween themselves 
and their fathers, 
their strong relationship 
with their mother makes up for 
the absence of a father. 

“My mom basically has to 
run the entire house by her-
self,” Liou said. “She has to 
send me to school, to lessons, 
buy groceries, cook and clean 
and do essentially everything 
by herself. I’m probably closer 
with my mom than most of the 
other students [are with theirs] 
in school.”

Despite the many obstacles, 
a positive trend in non-nuclear 
families with a parent working 
overseas is an increase in the 
child’s independence. 

“I’ve learned to become a lot 
more independent, and I’m able 
to take care of myself while I’m 
home alone,” Kao said. 

Liou said that she learned 
early on that her mother is not 
the only source of help.

“Since my dad isn’t home, 
and my mom is really busy, 
I do a lot of things by myself, 
and I have to be self-motivated 
for school and extracurriculars, 
since there is nobody there to 
push me to try my best,” Liou 
said.

Though Liou is now accus-
tomed to her life in a non-nu-
clear family, she still envies the 
relationship that most students 
have with both parents that 
many take for granted.

“Students with both parents 
home are so lucky, but I don’t 
think they realize it,” Liou said. 
“Sometimes my dad is unable 
to come home for a major holi-
day, and while everybody else 
was having family gatherings, 
my mom and I [just] ate with 
family friends.” u

BY GraceMa

Gloria and Samuel Breck
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Power Rankings how does your teaM rank 
in the falcon this year?

1
2 3 5

4

Sport (last year’s 
ranking)

Campus 
Presence 
(1-5)

Physical 
Demand 
(1-5)

Improvement 
(1-3)

Winning% (1-15 
lower league, 1-20 
upper)

League Title (1 for 
lower league, 2 
for upper)

CCS 
(0-5)

Star Factor Total Evaluation

6. Baseball (17) 3 3 3 13 0 2 W. Dennis 24 This solid season included beating Los Gatos for 
the first time in over a decade and going to CCS.

7. B. Swimming (4) 3 4 2 10 0 1 I. Burns 22 Despite a small team size, the boys bounced back 
from last year’s disappointing 1-5 record.

8. B. Water Polo(13) 4 5 2 11 0 0 S. Cho 22 This team has soared in popularity and offense 
this year. Watch out for them next year!

9. Field Hockey (23) 4 5 3 9 0 2 A. Ashe 21 The team has shown improvement as the team 
moved up in the league from 8th to 5th place.

10. B. Volleyball (26) 1 3 3 13 0 0 B. Pak 20 Going from 0-12 last year to 10-2 this year, this 
team has come a long way in improvement.

11. G. Water Polo (21) 3 5 2 9 1 0 A. Knysh 20 A move down to the El Camino league this year 
allowed the team to focus on teamwork.

12. B. Lacrosse (18) 3 3 3 11 0 0 P. Parker 20 In an impressive season with a 12-6 record, the 
team missed making playoffs by two goals.

13. G. Cross Country (9) 2 4 2 8 0 3 M. Nag 19
Despite early injury problems, the young team 
seeded sixth at CCS managed to place fourth.

14. B. Cross Country (14) 2 4 2 8 0 3 S. Sum 19
Three freshman runners managed to place in the 
top 10 of the league meet.

15. B. Golf (2) 1 1 2 13 0 1 R. Parden 18 Practice through spring break allowed the team to 
place second in league finals and 11th at CCS.

16. Badminton (12) 3 2 2 10 0 1 J. Kuo 18 As many seniors are leaving this year, focus will 
be on training younger members in the next year.

17. G. Golf (22) 1 1 3 12 0 1 S. Kumar 18 The girls improved from a 0-14 record last year to 
14-10 and a second place finish in the league. 

18. G. Soccer (5) 3 5 2 5 0 0 K. Clark 15 Moving up to the upper league this year has 
made it tougher for the team so secure wins.

19. Football (11) 5 5 1 4 0 0 B. O. 
O’Connor 15 Constant injuries on key players made this season 

especially tough on the Falcons this year.

20. G. Swimming (16) 3 4 2 3 0 1 N. Cheung 13 Small team size made it difficult for the team to 
score high at meets this year.

21. G. Volleyball (20) 2 3 2 6 0 0 T. Sisco 13 The team focused on rebuilding as it suffered 
many injuries and went down a league this year.

22. G. Lacrosse (24) 2 3 2 6 0 0 C. Choi 13 One game short of making leagues this year, the 
girls are ready to fight back even harder next year.

23. G. Track (7) 2 4 1 4 0 1 A. Nguyen 12 The girls have put up a good fight consistently by 
making the meets tight in score. 

24. Softball (25) 2 2 3 5 0 0 M. Lee 12 Rainouts piled up multiple make up games in 
addition to regular games for many weeks.

25. B. Track (19) 2 4 2 1 0 1 R. Lee 10 Moving up a league has caused the boys to 
struggle against the bigger and faster teams. 

26. Wrestling (15) 1 5 1 1 0 1 A. Murabito 9 Low team numbers have constantly forced this 
team to forfeit matches during dual meets. 

Girls’ Tennis (1)
Campus Presence: 4
Physical demand: 3
Improvement: 1
Winning %: 16
League Title: 0
CCS: 4
Star Factor: C. Yen
Total: 28

While not undefeated as 
they were last year, the 
team still remains one of 
the strongest on campus.

Boys’ Soccer (6)
Campus Presence: 3
Physical demand: 5
Improvement: 3
Winning %: 14
League Title: 0
CCS: 1
Star Factor: M. Raghavan
Total: 26

Under the leadership of a tal-
ented graduating class, the 
team managed to improve 
their record despite moving 
up a division.

Girls’ Basketball (8)
Campus Presence: 4
Physical demand: 4
Improvement: 2
Winning %: 12
League Title: 1
CCS: 2
Star Factor: H. Johnson
Total: 25

The team won in the El Cami-
no League for the second year 
in a row with an undefeated 
league record of 12-0.

Boys’ Basketball (10)
Campus Presence: 5
Physical demand: 4
Improvement: 2
Winning %: 11
League Title: 1
CCS: 2
Star Factor: S. Berman
Total: 25

The boys tied with Santa Clara 
for first place in the the El Cami-
no League after being denied 
the top spot since 2005.

Boys’ Tennis (3)
Campus Presence: 3
Physical demand: 3
Improvement: 1
Winning %: 14
League Title: 0
CCS: 3
Star Factor: K. Kaiser
Total: 24

The team boasted many under-
classmen stars and solid perfor-
mances in doubles this year. 

Contributions by Amy JAn, EvAlinE Ju And brAndon JudoprAsEtiJo
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Athlete School Sport
Lisa Asai UC San Diego Tennis

Ian Burns University of Arizona Swimming

Mitch Casas De Anza College Football

Helen Char University of Tulsa Crew

Natalie Cheung University of Chicago Swimming

Karilyn Clark Indiana University Soccer

Will Dennis Seattle University Baseball

Troy Doles Brown University Football

Mitchell Faylor De Anza College Football

Tiffany Kim Columbia University Archery

Kelly Leslie Marian University Ice Hockey

Alfred Murabito Univ. of Pennsylvania Wrestling

Ailene Nguyen Pomona College Track

Brandon Oliveri 
O’ Connor

De Anza College Football

Crystal Yen Harvard University Tennis

Seniors moving on 
to college athletics

5210 PROSPECT ROAD | SAN JOSE  CA 95129

WWW.THEMYNT.COM | 408.973.9673 | CATERING@THEMYNT.COM

Presenting Indian Food with Flair 

Redefine your Indian Dining Experience

With our
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Team wins over rival Monta Vista, falls to Bellarmine

Stellar season ends in CCS quarterfinals

FALCON // BRANDON JUDOPRASETIJO

Junior Kyle Dozier steps up to bat at home plate against Burlingame on May 17. The 
Falcons ended up winning 4-3 but lost 4-0 in the next round against Mt. Pleasant. 

BaseBall

Boys’ tennis

This year, the baseball team’s type of 
season was represented through their 
mohawks for CCS: never seen before 
and completely unorthodox. The Fal-
cons had never placed top four in the 
De Anza League, especially in a league 
with power-house offensive teams, the 
Falcons dominated with strong pitching, 
carrying a team ERA of 3.29. 

“This season was really fun, being a 
senior and being able to end my high-
school career in such a positive way,” 
shortstop senior Brady Horn said.

They finished with an overall record 
of 19-13 and a league record of 9-6. High 
points included beating cross-town ri-
vals, Los Gatos, for the first time in over 
a decade.

The Falcons placed fourth place in 
the league playoffs, losing a tough three-
game series to Los Altos and then losing 
a two-game series to Wilcox. Despite los-
ing both series, they still earned a bid to 
CCS, entering as the sixth seed. 

They played a hard fought match 
with Burlingame. Dennis pitched a stel-
lar game as he went the distance getting 

the win and the complete game. In the 
bottom of the seventh inning with both 
teams tied at 3, the Falcons were able to 
load the bases. Sophomore Tyler Plesse 
stepped to the plate and drove in the 
winning run with a single. 

“It felt really good to be able to that 
guy. Everyone dreams of getting that 
clutch hit and it feels awesome,” Plesse 
said.

The Falcons then entered the quarter-
finals, facing off against No. 3 seed Mt. 
Pleasant. Clutch hitting by Mt. Pleasant 
in the first inning put the Falcons down 
by three runs, a deficit they were not 
able to come back from. They ended up 
losing 4-0, eliminated from CCS, a stellar 
pitching performance by senior Eric Bar-
ron from Mt. Pleasant. 

“It was disappointing to finish the 
CCS this way, but looking back on it, it 
was a great season,” said senior Thomas 
Ishikawa.

The Falcons have five graduating 
seniors: pitcher Will Dennis shortstop 
Horn, pitcher Ishikawa, pitcher Kushal 
Raj and first baseman Austin Firth. Den-
nis is the only one going to college on a 
baseball scholarship. u

BY DerekSun

Despite coming into the season with 
five out of six of its top players having 
graduated last spring, the boys’ tennis 
team still managed to maintain an over-
all record of 15-7 compared to last year’s 
18-6. 

“This year we had a considerably 
weaker line up since a lot of seniors left,” 
freshman No. 2 singles Neel Bedekar 
said. “It was really a blow, but all our 
players fought hard, and we did beat 
teams that were better than us.”

The season ended on a high note as 
the boys exceeded their own expecta-
tions at CCS when they made it to the 
semifinals. 

In the tournament, one point was 

awarded to the team for each individual 
match won rather than the usual scor-
ing by overall victory over the course of 
three sets. 

The Falcons played Menlo-Atherton 
in the first round of CCS and easily won 
15-3 on May 4. 

In the quarterfinals, the Falcons faced 
off against top rival Monta Vista on May 
7. To their own surprise, the boys man-
aged to pull out a 10-8 victory. 

“Our players really stepped up,” Be-
dekar said. “It was a tough match, and 
we were expecting to lose since they’re 
the strongest team in the league.” 

Moving on to the semifinals, the Fal-
cons played Bellarmine but fell 11-7 in a 
hard fought match against the Bells on 
May 9. 

No. 1 singles player sophomore Kial 
Kaiser and Bedekar both won two out of 
their three matches while each doubles 
team won one out of their three match-
es.

“They were too strong, but consider-
ing what we had we all made the most 
of what we had for sure,” Bedekar said. 
“The two teams that were better than us 
were Menlo and Bellarmine, and they 
both recruit players and give scholar-
ships, so for a public school to compete 
against something like that is hard.”

Kaiser and Bedekar both agree that 
the team’s growth throughout the season 
was especially noticeable in the doubles 
teams.

“I think we basically have a lot of 
doubles chemistry,” Bedekar said. “At 

the start of the season, we’d usually 
only win singles and lose all the doubles 
matches but by the end doubles were 
nearly always a guaranteed win.”

As the season comes to a close, the 
team will be losing many of its key as-
sets, similar to last year. Graduating this 
year are No. 1 doubles players seniors 
Krishnan Raman and Will Edman. In 
addition, head coach Tom Uyehara will 
be leaving for new job opportunities and 
Kaiser will not be returning next year 
due to schedule conflicts.

“It’s going to be tough without Kial, 
but [No. 3 singles player sophomore] 
Zach [Hewlin] has been doing well, and 
hopefully I’ll improve,” Bedekar said. 
“It’s going to be tough, but we’ll still be 
a good team.” u

BY BrandonJudoprasetijo

Source: Guidance counselor Eileen Allen
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Kuo and Chao lead team with league and CCS doubles title

Ending their season with a 20-10 loss to Milpitas on May 8, the Fal-
cons finished fourth in their league with a 6-6 record.

“I think everyone did the best that they can,” said coach Alex Chan. 
“I don’t think the team has been put under this kind of stress in the last 
few years.”

The stress put on the team was partly due to frequent changes in 
lineup; players would often arrive at a game not knowing what position 
they would play or who they would play with.

Senior Jeffrey Kuo and junior Derek Chao placed first in boys’ dou-
bles  and sophomore Bryan Chow placed first in boys’ singles at CCS on 
May 24. At league finals held May 10-12 at Cupertino High, Chow  also 
placed second in boys’ singles, and Kuo and Chao placed first in boys’ 
doubles.

Chan hopes to secure a league championship two years from now; 
next year, instead of aiming to win the No. 1 spot in the league, Chan 
hopes to focus more on training the returning players. 

“Next year’s focus will be more on training, and we can implement 
different types of training, depending on the returning players’ skill lev-
els and returning training resources,” Chan said. 

Chan’s main reason for not pushing the players to aim for league 
champion next year is due to the large gap in the lineup left by graduat-
ing seniors. 

for complete stories, check saratogafalcon.org

Individual track athletes move on to compete in playoffs

Although the track team may not have had a lot of success at meets 
after they moved up to the De Anza league this year, a couple of athletes 
have kept the team on the radar during CCS. 

Four athletes, senior jumpers Ailene Nguyen and Mi-
chelle Cummins, junior thrower Hannah Johnson and 
freshman distance runner Steven Sum, qualified for CCS 
semi-finals on May 19 at Gilroy High School.

Nguyen and Sum qualified for the CCS finals on May 
25 in the long jump and the 3200 meters, respectively. 
Cummins missed qualifying for finals by one place while 
Johnson missed qualifying by two places.

Cummins said she enjoyed this track season because 
she was  able to beat the school record in triple jump, make it to CCS 
despite her injuries, and was able to have a lot of fun with her team. 
Johnson also echoed Cummins’ sentiments.

“There were some amazing athletes there, and I was happy to com-
pete with them,” Johnson said.

“I’ve really grown attached to my team,” Nguyen said. “I’m going to 
missing being here because it feels like a second home to me.”

However, not only the athletes, but also the coaches look fondly back 
on this season.

“The senior class is the first class that I have spent all four years with 
as a track coach,” head coach Archie Ljepava said. “They will always be 
very special to me.”

— Jennifer Jin and Sophie Mattson

Golf team moves on to CCS; Parden places fifth

Saratoga placed second in league finals on April 30 and May 1 with 
a total score of 428 and advanced to CCS on May 9.  

 “A big setback for myself and the team was a problem with aller-
gies,” sophomore Christian Galvin said. “[If we did not have] a prob-
lem with that we would have played much better than we did, and we 
could have even won the league.”

Despite  the challenges with allergies, the team did well because 
of practice and confidence on the course. To gain familiarity with the 
course and a leg up on other teams, particularly Gunn, Palo Alto and 
Palma, Saratoga traveled to and practiced extensively on the course at 
San Juan Oaks during spring break. 

The team stepped up the mental and physical preparation in the 
weeks before the league finals and Galvin feels that  the mindset of 
“solid play and remembering never to quit trying” was one of the  key 
factors that made it possible for the team to achieve success in league 
finals and earn a spot in CCS.  

At the Rancho Canada West golf course, the team took 11th place in 
CCS regionals. Junior Robbie Parden shot 74 at regionals, which put 
him in a four way tie for 13th place in the individual field and allowed 
him to advance to  CCS sectionals.

Although Parden was not satisfied with his putting during section-
als, he felt that he hit the ball very well. At sectionals Parden was one 
of nine players from a non-qualifying team to individually qualify for 
CCS finals held on May 15, where he earned fifth place, only a stroke 
short of qualifying for NorCals.

“[As a team] we had a good season but we just didn’t play that well 
at CCS,” Parden said. “I think that we should be a little bit better next 
year just from practice and over time.”

— Priyanka Nookala

boys’ lacrosse

BY AndyFang

After an impressive season, the boys’ 
lacrosse team missed making it to play-
offs by only two goals in a game against 
Carlmont on May 1. 

Nevertheless, the boys’ lacrosse 
team went 12-6-0 with victories against  
Watsonville 15-3 on April 7, Gunn 16-4 
on April 10, York 14-5 on April 13 and 
Woodside 10-2 on April 24.

Sophomore midfield and attack Tony 
Capek attributes the improvement to 
better teamwork this season. 

 The additions of coaches Bill Kurz 
and Luke Langon also helped the team   
focus on players’ specific skills, such as 
midfield and attack or defense. 

“This year we had specific coaches 
for each position, so that really helped 
development for each position,” Capek 
said. 

Capek also thought seniors Eric Van 
Noorden and Nic Doyen provided sup-
port as team captains. 

“[Van Noorden and Doyen] took 
charge in leadership. They ran the drills, 

and when the coaches weren’t available, 
they started practice,” Capek said. In ad-
dition to the team captains, team play-
ers also stepped up to the plate. Van 
Noorden, Cox and junior attack Pablo 
Parker were awarded first Team All-
League; Capek, Doyen, Park and sopho-
more goal Holden Peake were award-
ed second Team All-League, and Van 
Noorden, Capek and Cox were elected 
to play in the All-Star game. 

Cox attributes the initial loss against 
Carlmont 12-7 and losses against Los Al-
tos 10-5 on April 5 and Los Gatos 17-3 on 
April 28 to a lack of depth in positions.

“Sometimes we had trouble scoring, 
and sometimes the defense would have 
to keep us in the game until our offense 
started scoring,” Cox said. “We would 
[also] get tired near the end of games, 
and that would hurt us.” 

However, Capek sees the program 
improving every year. 

“Next season, I hope we make it into 
the playoffs and win because we have a 
good enough team where we can get to 
that level,” he said. u 

Team sets goals for future

Courtesy of LINDA COX

Senior midfielder Nicolas Doyen protects the ball from a pack of Los Gatos defenders.

Nguyen

— Grace Ma
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rAndom wAys to Annoy studEnts At sHs

Step on the Falcon in the 
quad. Only if you’re a fresh-
man. Actually, if you’re a 
freshman, everything you 
do is annoying.

Say “yolo” after everything.  
It seems to be a justification 
for doing the most stupid 
things you can think of.

Crawl on your knees in the 
hallways. You’ll still move 
faster than most freshmen 
do.

Like people’s Facebook 
photos at 3 a.m. They’ll act 
creeped out but secretly ap-
preciate the extra popular-
ity.

Don’t tell people your SAT 
score when asked. You real-
ly thought you were entitled 
to your own privacy? Amy Jan

Aasim naqvi

Be a fan of Justin Bieber or 
Kanye West. A combined list of 
their redeeming qualities gener-
ally fits on a candy wrapper.

Be in band. Apparently, voting 
in every student body election 
as a mob doesn’t go down well 
with some people.

Be good at something. Let’s be 
honest, we don’t like when oth-
er people can buff their college 
apps.

Wear a tank-top, backwards 
baseball hat and baggy shorts 
every day. It’s the absolute worst 
first impression you could pos-
sibly make.

Be a sophomore. Quad day 
hasn’t been forgotten, and SHS 
is not a night club.

topten

op l a ro ids

FALCON // KELLY LIU

FALCON // DAVID SPARKMAN

FALCON // WREN SUTTERFIELD

..

FALCON // DAVID SPARKMAN

I didn’t plan on becoming ambidex-
trous. To be honest, I really did not 
want to learn how to write with my 

left hand just as well as I could write 
with my right hand. But it is definitely 
something that I will never 
regret learning.

It was an average evening on 
an average weekend almost five 
years ago. The circumstances, 
however, were not so average. 
I was only 11 years old at the 
time and had been training 
hard for an upcoming tennis 
tournament. 

My coach suggested I use 
two-pound weights to strength-
en my very weak wrists. But after only 
a day of these exercises, I knew that 
something was wrong. A sharp pain 
shot through my wrist every time I hit 
the tennis ball.

Frustrated, I asked my parents to 
take me to the best arm and wrist doc-
tor they could find. Hours of impa-
tiently waiting and an MRI later, all the 
doctor had to say was that they would 
not operate on my wrist until I was 
17. I could not write for more than 20 
minutes at a time—a throbbing pain in 
my wrist forced me to stop. I could no 
longer play the piano, or type on the 

computer, or run, or swim. Even worse, 
I could no longer play tennis. 

I then realized that I would have to 
learn how to write with my left hand. 
I reacquainted myself with children’s 

coloring books with the hope 
that it would help improve my 
handwriting, which was large, 
square, and for some reason 
very slanted with my left hand. 
Soon enough my handwriting 
became more legible, and it 
was almost as good as my right 
hand.

Yet it still seemed as though 
I would be stuck in this miser-
able situation forever. I would 

watch my father and older brother 
continue to play tennis and a frown 
would always appear on my face. But it 
was during this period that I had time 
to reflect upon my newly developed 
ability.

I soon found out that Michelangelo, 
Leonardo da Vinci, Einstein, Fleming 
and Harry Truman among others were 
also all ambidextrous. The number of 
people who had this condition amazed 
me.

From the results of several stud-
ies and my improving performance in 
mathematics and science, I realized that 

the extensive use of my left hand fur-
ther developed the left side of my brain 
associated with logical and analytical 
thinking skills. 

After two years of useless waiting for 
my wrist to heal, I finally convinced my 
parents to take me to a different doctor 
who would con-
duct a surgery on 
my injured wrist. 

It turned out 
that the cartilage 
on my wrist was 
slowly tearing 
apart, and my 
bones were rub-
bing against one 
another. 

Much to my 
surprise, cartilage 
cannot be healed 
by simply waiting for six years. 

I had a cast on my arm for a couple 
of months and was bedridden for a 
few weeks after the surgery. I was the 
envy of all my classmates for getting to 
miss STAR testing that year in order to 
recover. 

But for the rest of eighth grade and 
during summer I was forced to spend 
two hours of my weekend at a physi-
cal therapy session, and six hours the 

rest of the week doing wrist exercises to 
strengthen my wrist and to recuperate 
from the surgery. 

My wrist is now back to where it was 
five years ago that morning before I 
tried strengthening my wrist, but many 
of the activities that I participated in 

then, I have since 
discontinued. 

I always want-
ed to play tennis 
competitively, but 
with three years 
break at the peak 
time of my life, I 
knew that such 
a feat would be 
impossible. 

Although I 
still know how to 
swim, I stopped 

going to swimming lessons every week. 
Instead, I adapted to my circumstances 
and started pursuing new interests.

Today, I look back at how much my 
life has changed because of that one 
simple wrist injury. Although I miss 
playing tennis, I cannot say that I dis-
like all the activities which I am part of 
today, either. 

When life gave me lemons, I made 
lemonade—and it tasted good. u

Sophomore becomes ambidextrous, but not by choice

buzzworthy

By creating a documentary featuring My 
New Red Shoes, a Bay Area charity that 
donates shoes and clothing to underprivi-
leged and homeless children, MAP juniors 
Stephen Ruff and Michael Hoffman won 
the grand prize, $10,000, in the Bay 
Area Social Issues Documentary 
Film Contest. 

This documentary festival en-
courages high school student film-
makers in the Bay Area to explore 
social issues by creating short docu-
mentary films about individuals or 
non-profit organizations that are 
making a difference in their com-
munities. 

Students from 12 counties in California 
participated in this year's contest. Ruff and 
Hoffman received first place in the tradi-
tional category for their film titled “My 
New Red Shoes,” in which they highlighted 
the reason the organization was formed and 
its effect on children in the Bay Area.

The foundation My New Red Shoes 
gives homeless and low-income children 
$50 clothing gift cards and new pairs of 
shoes so that they can start the school year 

proud and ready to learn.
“The festival not only showed how suc-

cessful the new media arts program is at 
Saratoga, but it also showed a fantastic way 
to help the community,” Ruff said.

The juniors plan to split the money into 
thirds: one goes to the organization, anoth-

er to the school, and the last third to 
Hoffman and Ruff.

“My New Red Shoes gives each 
child a gift package that helps raise 
their confidence in school,” Ruff 
said. 

Saratoga was awarded $1,500 for 
being the school that entered the 
most films in the festival.

"Having students from our media 
arts program place as the top film in 

the SI DocFest is just so amazing," said MAP 
teacher Tony Palma. “It's such a wonderful 
opportunity for them to be recognized for 
all the hard work they put into the project. 
Their nonprofit is go-
ing to get  recog-
nition and prize 
money to continue 
the great work 
they are do to help 
the community.” u

Video victory

Principal Jeff Anderson hits a ball during the 
student-teacher softball game on May 24.

By derekSun

I soon found out that 
Michelangelo, Leonardo 

da Vinci, Einstein, Fleming 
and Harry Truman, among 

others, were also ambi-
dextrous. The number of 
people who had the con-

dition amazed me.

The Spanish and French classes compete 
in the Spanish-French game on May 25.

Senior Anshu Siripurapu performs with the 
senior boys at the final rally on May 25.

Matt Ishikawa leads the band in a song 
played at Pancake Breakfast on May 6.

AnusHrEE
DUGAR

A New Treat

Ruff


