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Wasserman  
to retire 
this June

by Ketaki Shriram

The library is supposed to be a place where you can be with friends and work, not a place 
with someone constantly looking over your shoulder.” 
“

—sophomore Dale Everett

One hundred and fifty-six seats, 
156 students. 

That’s one of several rules 
library staff have begun vigorously 
enforcing this semester, leading to some 
students being barred from the library 
during busy Monday and Friday tutori-
als and feeling angry. 

Audio video technician Gordon 
Blancett defends the rules as needed and 
recalled the library’s previous chaotic 
state that prompted the changes.

“It basically just turned into a zoo 
for [the library staff],” he said. “We 
wound up with a ton of problems: the 
noise level was really loud, students 
couldn’t sit and study, and we felt that 
some students would be afraid of com-

ing into the library. We didn’t want it to 
be an environment where they couldn’t 
be comfortable. Student behavior led to 
enforcing the rules.”

Currently, the 156-person limit is 
based on the number of chairs available. 
The capacity must be limited in case 
of an emergency, so that students can 
easily evacuate the building, he said. 
Students are no longer being allowed 
to sit on the ground. 

 “If the fire marshal were to come in 
and see students standing around, sit-
ting on the ground, we could be cited 
for it as a school,” said Blancett. “It 
could lead to violations and fines, and 
we don’t want that.”

Although the library seems drasti-
cally changed to some students, Blancett

by Allen Liu
and Alex Song

Overdue library reforms 
raise student objections

At the end of this school year, the 
school will say goodbye to one of 
its most beloved staff members: as-

sistant principal Gail 
Wasserman. She has 
chosen to retire at 
the end of this year 
after 36 years in local 
education. 

A replacement for 
Wasserman has not 
been found yet; the 
position has been ad-
vertised , and inter-
viewing will begin 
in April. Staff and students alike are 
unwavering in their admiration of the 
assistant principal and contributions to 
the Saratoga school system. 

“She’s got an incredible depth of 
wisdom of how to really do what’s right 

see RETIRE, p. 4 

Annual Jazz Cabaret swings to success

The music department celebrated 
its 10th annual Jazz Cabaret 
with another dazzling perfor-

mance on March 8. Brass gleamed in 
the spotlight and individuals swung 
across the floor as they shared a night 
to remember.

This was a night for students and 
parents alike to enjoy the live music of 
Jazz 1 and 2 and the tunes of various 
choir groups. Instead of dancing to 
rap, students swing-danced to jazz. 
In addition to the music, a fountain 
of punch flowed and desserts were 
served.

“I thought it was really classy,” 
said junior Melissa Lin, referring to 
the lighting, decorations and semi-
formal attire.

Jazz Band 1 opened the night 
sending their melodious tunes across 
the room. Parents dined at groups of 
candle-lit tables spread across the floor 
as they enjoyed the music. The depart-
ment sold about 650 tickets and 200 to 
300 performers attended, coming to a 
total of about 900 people.

“I arrived at 10:30 and the parking 
lot was full,” said music department 
head Michael Boitz, who arrived late 
after being out of town. “At first, I 
thought a bunch of people had come 
for a different event.”

 Students who were newcomers to 
the Cabaret left with a good impres-
sion. The traditional heavy bass and 
fast-paced rap at regular dances was 
not missed at this dance.

“I didn’t know what to expect since 
it’s not a regular dance,” said senior 
Ryan Ogihara. “I thought it was a re-
ally good experience even if I didn’t 
know how to swing dance.”

The parents and guests weren’t the 
only ones having a fun time. Many 
soloists including seniors William 
Chen and Neil Shenoi emerged dur-
ing the performances to cheers from 
the crowd.

“Last year I came to [Jazz Cabaret] 
only for the extra credit involved,” 
said senior Alex Liu. “Once I went, I 
realized how awesome it was.”

The night ended at 11 with a Congo 
line finale of sorts.

“It was the one time that people 
were actually dancing,” said Liu. u

by Sulmaan Hassan
and Nathan Kim

Senior Neil Shenoi plays his saxophone at the 
10th annual Jazz Cabaret on March 8. 

Julia Lan

CHICKEN SOUP FOR THE SARATOGA SOUL
Inspirational stories from the SHS community
School Scope, p. 10-11

Wasserman

see LIBRARY, p. 4 

Melody Zhang



2 news The Saratoga Falcon
March 21, 2008

B R I E F S
N E W S

n On page 22 of the Feb. 15 issue, the wrestler in the picture 
was incorrectly identified as freshman Joe Kim. The wrestler 
is actually freshman Sam Mulholland.

CORRECTION

—by Michael Chen, Ashley Chou, Nathan Kim and Shannon Nguyen

Classes battle it out in Penny Wars

 The annual Penny Wars class competition has begun. Penny 
Wars serves as a class fundraiser as well as a fundraiser for The 
Leukemia and Lymphoma Society Pennies for Patients. 
 “Each class decorates one 10-gallon jug and puts it in the of-
fice,” said ASB secretary Felix Tuan. “You put pennies in your 
own class jug and any other means of change in the other classes’ 
jugs.” 
 Pennies count as positive points and any other change or 
bills count as negative points. At the end of this competition, the 
money is emptied out of each jug and the class with the most 
amount of money—after all the negative points have been ac-
counted for—wins.
 “The class that wins Penny Wars gets to add that money 
to their class treasury, while the other three classes donate the 
money in their jugs to Pennies for Patients,” said ASB vice 
president Katie Low. 
 There is always at least one student who puts a $20 bill in the 
freshman jug to ensure that they will lose, as the $20 counts as 
negative 2,000 cents. 
 “Usually the freshmen always lose Penny Wars because the 
other classes put dollar bills in the freshman jar to make sure 
they don’t win. It’s all in good fun though, and it’s nice to know 
that all the money goes to charity in the end,” said Tuan. 

 Despite policy changes to the American Mathematics Contest 
(AMC), 55 students still opted to take the nationwide math exam 
on Feb. 12. 
 This year’s test marked the first time calculators were pro-
hibited. The test was also administered early in the morning 
this year, in contrast with after-school testing in previous years. 
These changes may have contributed to the drop in participation 
from 71 students last year.
 Twenty-five students took the AMC 10, which is for students 
in 10th grade and under, and 30 took the AMC 12, which is for 
students in 12th grade and under. Both tests consisted of 25 
multiple choice questions, with scoring penalties for wrong 
answers. 
  “It just excites me as a math teacher that so many kids are 
interested in challenging themselves with arguably a very dif-
ficult exam,” said math teacher and test administrator Mike 
Navrides. “I think that says a lot for the students at our school 
and their interest in mathematics.”
 Of the students who took the tests, 21 students qualified for 
the next exam by scoring in the top 1 percent on the AMC 10 or 
the top 5 percent on the AMC 12. The next stage of the competi-
tion, called the American Invitational Mathematics Examination 
(AIME), consists of much more difficult questions and was 
administered on March 18.
 Students who score well on the AIME are invited to take 
the United States of America Mathematical Olympiad, and top 
scorers will be selected to represent the United States at the 
International Mathematical Olympiad in late July. 

Large turnout for AMC despite policy changes

Speech and debate students qualify for state competition

 After a weekend of struggling with memorizing scripts and 
reciting pieces, the speech and debate team was able to send 
four students to the state level of competition. 
 The state qualifying tournament was held on the weekend of 
March 1-2 at Westmont High School. Competitors who placed 
in the top three of their category moved on to states. 
 Senior Angela Chiang placed second in her category, Thematic 
Interpretation and qualified to States. Chiang will be competing 
in the state tournament in April at Santa Clara University.
 Along with Chiang, the team of juniors Aadrita Mukerji and 
Connie Shang went 4-1 in Parlimentary Debate and were one of 
the four teams to qualify. 
 Fortunately for those students who did not qualify, there 
was another chance at the second state qualifier, which was 
held at Leland High School on March 16. Senior Alex Liu seized 
this opportunity and placed third in Humorous Interpretation, 
qualifying to states. Sophomore Varun Parmar advanced to the 
final round but placed fifth, two places away from a qualification 
spot. 
 The Congress qualification tournament took place March 19 
at Fremont High School, but due to publication deadlines, the 
results could not be printed. 

An evening filled with 
tears, laughter, dancing 
and e legance  found 

15 Saratoga girls at the Senior 
Recognition ceremony of the 
Saratoga-Los Gatos chapter of 
National Charity League (NCL) 
on March 1 to celebrate their 
philanthropic efforts over the 
past six years.
 “[Senior Recognition] is the 
culminating party to end all the 
years of community service,” 
said senior Jackie Gragnola, vice 
president of the class. “It’s kind of 
stressful getting ready for it—so 
much preparation for just one 
night.”
 The NCL Class of 2008 began 

planning for Senior Recognition 
over a year ago.  After a long 
search, they chose to have the 
event at Villa Ragusa in Campbell, 
where the chapter has held events 
before.
 In this beautiful location, 
events for the evening included 
the Father-Daughter ballroom 
dance and speeches by each of 
the girls.
 “For [my dad], the [Father-
Daughter ballroom dance] was 
special because he missed a lot 
of my high school life because he 
was living in Japan, so to see it all 
come together and just celebrate 
was really fun for him,” said 
senior Erica Baba.
 Senior Recognition celebrates 
the more than 3,000 community 
service hours these girls have 

donated at 17 different Bay Area 
charities, including the Emergency 
Housing Consortium, Sacred 
Heart Community Services and 
the American Cancer Society.
 NCL’s goal is to help enrich 
mother-daughter relationships 
through community service, 
c u l t u r a l  e x p e r i e n c e s  a n d 
leadership development. At 
monthly “Ticktocker” meetings, 
the girls learn important skills, 
such as time management and 
social correspondence.
 “It’s a way for girls to get 
to know their moms while 
helping out the community,” 
said Gragnola. u

For more information on the 
Saratoga-Los Gatos chapter of NCL, 
go to nclslg.com. 

by Sophia Cooper 
and Shannon Nguyen

NCL recognizes seniors’ efforts

Robotics competes at FIRST
by Brittany Judoprasetijo

The SHS robotics team attends the annual 
FIRST robotics competition. Their robot 
races around the track (left) while junior 
Sunil Srivatsa, seniors Justin Huang and 
Peter Chien drive the robot (lower right). 
Senior Sameet Ramakrishnan repairs a 
loose chain before the competition after 
a malfunction (top right).

all photos by Brittany Judoprasetijo

Members of the robotics 
team cheered their ro-
bot, named Comrade, 

as it raced around a track March 
13-15 at the San Jose State Event 
Center as part of the Silicon Val-
ley Regional Foundation for the 
Inspiration and Recognition of 
Science and Technology (FIRST) 
Overdrive Robotics Competi-
tion. SHS placed 25th out of 48 
teams,winning four rounds, 
losing four rounds and tying 
two rounds. The Monta Vista, 
Bellarmine, and Carlmont and 
Woodside High School robotics 
teams placed first.

“It’s definitely an improve-
ment from last year [when] we 
were [ranked] in the last few,” 
said senior club president Justin 
Huang.

In this year’s competition, two 
alliances, each consisting of three 
robots, competed to race around 

a circular track for points. Across 
each alliance’s finish line was an 
overpass containing two colored 
playing balls for each team. Extra 
points were awarded to teams 
who could successfully get balls 
over an overpass while circling 
the track. A bonus was given to 
teams whose ball was placed on 
the overpass at the end of the 
time limit. 

The first 15 seconds of each 
round was the Hybrid period, 
during which robots autono-
mously maneuvered themselves 
around the track. When the 
Hybrid period ended, the match 
entered the Teleoperated period 
when students used controllers 
to run their robots. 

SHS’ robot was designed to be 
versatile and mainly manipulate 
balls during the game. At the 
competition, however, the team 
decided not to use this feature.

“I thought the competition 
would be more intense, so that 

we would have to use all the 
parts of our robot,” said Huang. 
“We used the elevator to knock 
out inanimate balls on the over-
pass so that [our opponents] 
didn’t get the 12 point bonus. 
But other than that, we didn’t 
try to hurdle [balls over the 
overpass]. In the end, it turned 
out we scored more points by 
just driving around than trying 
to lift the balls.” 

Early in the competition, the 
team had several problems. The 
robot kept turning off due to 
issues with the electronics and 
loose parts. The 20-member team 
was able to fix many problems 
with spare parts. 

Despite all the things that 
went wrong, the team enjoyed 
the competition and the dozens 
of  hours put into it.

“We don’t have a history of 
doing well in the competition, 
but we still do it and keep trying 
hard,” said Huang. u  



3newsThe Saratoga Falcon
March 21, 2008

Dances cast
‘cute’ spell
over students

Driving down Highway 85 on 
Friday, Feb. 15, senior Jared Eller 
told fellow senior Pete Florence 

to be “aware of his surroundings” on 
their way to lunch. Intrigued, Florence 
looked around the highway and the line 
of speeding cars. Out of nowhere, Flor-
ence noticed the words “Pete, Winter 
Formal?” hanging from the overpass 
and a girl jumping up and down next 
to it. 

The girl was junior Hana Pruzansky, 
who had invited Florence and Eller to 
eat lunch with her without Florence 
knowing her plan. What Florence also 
didn’t know was that Pruzansky was 
being yelled at by policemen telling her 
to get off.

“Once I saw it, she ripped the sign 
right off and drove away,” said Flor-
ence.

But the story did not end there. As a 
joke, Pruzansky believed that Florence 
needed to respond to her in a “cute way” 
in light of the prom tradition.

Adapting the Prius commercial, Flor-
ence made his own video of himself 
standing with a sign that said “YES” in 
front of a Prius.

“It was simple, but it was better than 
a simple ‘yes,’” said Florence.

Submitting their story into the Cut-
est Way to Ask Someone to Winter Ball 
contest, the office administration chose 
the winter formal couple as winners. 
Competing against 10 other couples, 
Pruzansky and Florence won because 
“the way she did it was really outra-
geous” according to ASB treasurer 
Katie Low.

The contest was “pretty close,” said 
Low. “People came up with some pretty 
cute stuff.”

Both Pruzansky and Florence re-
ceived a free ticket to winter ball as a 
prize. 

Creative ways of getting a date have 
been frequent over the last few weeks 
in anticipation of Junior Prom, which 
takes place tomorrow night at the Los 
Gatos Opera House from 7:30-11:30 p.m. 
The prom was moved almost a month 
earlier this year in order to avoid a clash 
with the San Diego band trip taking 
place in April.

Pruzansky and Florence’s creative 
ideas compare to that of junior Lewis 
Chen, who used the story of The Sword 
and the Stone to ask junior Stacy Ku to 
junior prom.

“It took me a really long time to 
think of a good way to ask,” said 
Chen. “One of my friends randomly 
came up with the idea and I went 
with it.”

With help from some friends, Chen 
hid with balloons and flowers under 
a brown tarp that was made to look 
like a rock around his body. He then 
stuck a fencing sword through the tarp 
and held the sword from the inside. 
He also taped the tarp to the sword 
so it would come off when the sword 
was released.

“I waited while other people joked 
around and tried to pull the sword 
out,” said Chen. “But I made sure 
someone called me when she was 
going to try so I could let go of the 
sword.”

Ku finally walked up to the “rock,” 
while being coaxed by her friends and 
was surprised by the balloons and 
flowers that popped up.

“I didn’t really connect that rock to 
prom so I was really surprised when 
the sword came loose!” said Ku. “It 
was really sweet.”

With prom tomorrow, all the effort 
that has been put into cute ways of 
asking will be put into action. u

by Neyha Bhat
and Kirstie Lee

Saratoga Idol winner sophomore Maddie Renalds sings a soulful version of Norah Jones’ “Don’t Know Why” on March 5.
Uma Sambasivam

‘Princesses’ have a ball
at daddy-daughter dance 

Melody Zhang

Senior Jackie Gragnola waltzes with her 
father at the annual daddy-daughter dance.

Despite the fact that teenagers 
heading into college must learn to 
be more independent, some high 

school girls still love the occasional night 
out with their dads. 

Junior Christina Robert has made 
it a tradition to go to the annual SHS 
daddy-daughter dance every chance she 
gets. She has attended the event three 
times—every year of her high school 
career—and her dad has attended with 
his two daughters on seven different oc-
casions. This year’s dance had a “Disney 
princess” theme and took place in the 
Little Theatre and the cafeteria at 7:30 
p.m. on March 7.

“It’s kind of an undiscovered thing 
and not a lot of people go,” said Robert. 
“But it’s the one dance in the whole year 
where you go with your dad, and it’s 
just a lot of fun because you can dance 
however you want to. They play oldies 
music and classics, so it’s like something 
right out of the 1950s.”

Senior Melinda Amato said that she 
too really enjoyed the daddy-daughter 
dance, but was disappointed with the 
turnout.

“I’m really glad I went because it 
was nice seeing all the daughters with 
their fathers,” said Amato. “The theme 
was really cute, too, and the decorations 
were really pretty, but it made me really 
sad to see that not more people wanted 
to attend. I think more people should go 
next year.”

Junior Corey Rateau, who helped 
coordinate the decorations, said that he 
thought the dance ran smoothly and was 
a success.

“The daddy-daughter dance is nor-
mally a low-key event and the attendance 
isn’t usually very high,” said Rateau. “It 
was really simple, but people said that it 
was a lot more enjoyable this year than 
in years past.” Rateau estimated that 50 
people attended the dance.

Robert said that because she had a 
good time, she would like to see the 
school introduce more student-parent 
events throughout the year. 

“I’ve never understood why they 
don’t have a mother-son dance since 
they already have a daddy-daughter 
dance,” said Robert. “I think maybe the 
school should have more events where 
students can have a good time with their 
parents.” u

SOPHOMORE STEALS SHOW

Sophomore Maddie Renalds beat out nine 
other contestants for the title of Saratoga Idol 
in the McAfee Center on March 5. The show 

was a success, with approximately 225 people in 
the audience.

 “It was a great show overall,” said senior  Steph-
anie Hata. “The singers were all really talented, and 
I really liked the entire show.”

Teachers Erick Rector, Lisa Cochrum and Cathy 
Head acted as judges, and juniors Rishi Taggarsi 
and Tim Tsai acted as MCs and provided comic 
relief. The junior class earned an estimated $1,571 
for organizing the event.

The two-hour program began with last year’s 
winner, senior Katie Stevens, singing “Hurt” by 
Christina Aguilera. She was then followed by the 
contestants, including senior Ryan Ogihara, juniors 
Juliana Lustenader and Brian Tsai, sophomores 
Pooja Desai, Samantha Pack, Deepti Raghavan, 
Chris Renalds, and Maddie Renalds, and fresh-
men Hannah Harter and Taara Rangan. Some were 
returning singers, others new faces.  

 One of the new singers was Rangan.
 “I joined Saratoga Idol because I like to sing,” 

said Rangan. “I went there without really any ex-
pectations, and the day of Saratoga Idol, I actually 
had a cold, so I didn’t speak the entire day.”

Rangan’s efforts paid off. She placed in third 
with her song “Big, Blonde and Beautiful” from the 
musical Hairspray.

“I was completely surprised and did not expect 
to win at all, and when they announced the results, 
if you were around me, you would know that my 
jaw literally dropped,” said Rangan. “I’m planning 
to do it  again next year.”

Maddie Renalds won first place with her rendi-
tion of “Don’t Know Why” by Norah Jones, with 
Ogihara coming in second with “I’m Yours” by 
Jason Mraz. As winner, Renalds sang one more 
song, “Don’t Tell” by Madonna, and received a $50 
American Express gift card.

“I wasn’t nervous when I was singing up there, 
but before I got up I was so nervous. I thought I 
was going to faint,” said Renalds. “I’m a little sad I 
can’t compete in next year’s competition, but I still 
look forward to it.”  

Junior class president Yeun Byun was surprised 
at the success of Saratoga Idol. 

“I didn’t expect so many people to come since 
we didn’t have much time to publicize it. [The 
junior class officers] weren’t sure what to expect,” 
said Byun. “We were so happy with the results of 
the show.” u

by Mabel Hsu
and Tiffany Tung

by Rahul Thakker
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No sitting on floor 
policy included in new rules

After canceling the traditional stu-
dent productions this year, first-
year drama teacher Chris Mahle 

decided to replace them with a One-Act 
Play Festival, a three-day event that will 
take place from April 17-19. The festival 
features eight one-act plays directed and 
produced by Drama 4 students. Junior 
Eddie Zhang and seniors Dilara Cirit, 
Nelson MacGowan, Niamh McGinley, 
Carolyn Miller, Blake Paisley and Sean 
Pierce will direct their own shows.

After open auditions on Feb. 27-28 
and callbacks on Feb. 29 and March 3, 
cast lists were posted and the groups got 
to work on their individual productions. 
For the new directors, who can normally 
be found on the stage, the backstage ex-
perience is completely different. Pierce 
said that setting up the scenes instead 
of acting them out takes getting used to.

“It’s a lot different from acting be-

cause I’m used to being directed as 
opposed to directing,” said Pierce. “It’s 
a much different feeling because you 
have the power to shape the scene to fit 
how you envision it. It’s fun to have that 
ability and let the actors throw ideas out 
that you can apply if you like them.”

Although the new event has received 
mixed reactions from drama students, 
Pierce said he believes the idea is a 
good one. He said the festival will get 
a lot of people involved and will be 
a helpful opportunity for everyone.

“Anyone who is looking to pursue 
drama in any capacity, in college or 
thereafter, is going to need to know how 
to do these kinds of things,” said Pierce. 
“In the past, only a few people got to 
direct and everyone else had to make 
a collage or something for their Hon-
ors credit. Some people aren’t happy 
with it because it’s not exactly what 
they wanted to do, but I think it will 
be a great experience for everyone.” u

by Rahul Thakker

Drama department 
hosts one-act festival

Due to a $14.5 billion state budget 
deficit, Gov. Arnold Schwarzeneg-
ger is proposing cutting $4.4 bil-

lion from K-12 education for 2008-09.  At 
this point, the Los Gatos-Saratoga Union 
High School District (LGSUHSD) will 
be losing about $470,000 in categorical 
funding. 

Principal Jeff Anderson said the effects 
on classrooms and instruction are likely 
to be minimal.  The district plans no staff 
layoffs.  

The LGSUHSD is a Basic Aid District, 
which means it receives most of its bud-
get from local prop-
erty taxes. The cuts 
that Schwarzenegger 
plans to make from 
education are from 
categorical money, 
which the district has 
to be spend in spe-
cific areas. Because 
most of the revenue 
for SHS comes from taxes on residential 
properties, the LGSUHSD will not be 
hugely affected, said Anderson.  In 2007-

2008, the total budget for the district was 
$33 million.

“We all should 
feel very fortunate 
and lucky in terms 
of our education that 
we are in this type of 
funding structure,” 
said Anderson. 

The final state 
budget for the next 
school year will be 

determined by the state legislature some-
time in the late summer. At this point in 
time, the district does not know which 

areas in categorical money will be affected 
by the budget cut. Although the consti-
tutional deadline for the state budget is 
in July, the state legislature is known to 
have delays.

“Hopefully, they [will decide the new 
budget] before school starts, because until 
you know what the budget is, you don’t 
know where you stand,” said Anderson. 
“Because it’s such a big crisis, I’d like to 
think that the state legislature would be 
more desirous to get something nailed 
down so we can plan. What we think they 
should be doing in terms of being expedi-
tious doesn’t necessarily happen.” u

Senior Paul Severeijns and junior Holden Sparacino rehearse for their one-act play. 
Brittany Judoprasetijo

by Brian Tsai
and Brandon Yang

State budget cuts to have minimal effect on district

RETIRE School starts search 
for Wasserman replacement
for kids on this campus,” said biol-
ogy teacher Lisa Cochrum. “I think she 
understands the pressure for students, 
kids, administrators and how to keep 
that balance going.”  

The opportunity to work with high 
school students and help them to achieve 
their goals has always been a passion 
for Wasserman. After graduating from 
college, Wasserman began her teaching 
career at Redwood Middle School. After 
working as a teacher, counselor, and 
finally as a principal there for 21 years, 
Wasserman moved to Saratoga High in 
1993 to continue her career as a guidance 
counselor. 

In this position, she was able to 
interact with many students, helping 
them through their high school careers 
and with their college process. Her job 
as guidance counselor officially ended 
in 2000, when Wasserman became the 
assistant principal overseeing the guid-
ance department. 

Her job entailed her working closely 
with staff members while continuing 
her constant involvement with school 
events, both activities that she enjoyed 
immensely. Involvement in student 
groups was another key part of Was-
serman’s job—she has been adviser to 
California Scholarship Federation, the 
Diversity Task Force and on the follow-
up WASC Committee, among others. 

Earlier this year, her husband’s re-
tirement prompted her to consider this 
option as well, something she believes to 
be a natural progression. In retirement, 
Wasserman said she will be able to travel 
more with her husband and visit rela-
tives she was unable to see often while 
working. 

  Although she has chosen to leave 
SHS, Wasserman will miss many aspects 
of her job, especially the close interaction 
with students. 

Many staff members are saddened by 
Wasserman’s retirement and will miss 
working with her. Health and Drivers 
Ed teacher Amy Obenour, who has 
been at SHS for the past 15 years, said, 
“Anytime I have an absolutely tough 
situation, Gail Wasserman is one of the 
first people I go to.”   

Other teachers will also be sad to see 
Wasserman leave.

“When I was a new teacher, I can 
remember a couple of times where I had 
done something wrong, or the kid had 
done something wrong, and she offered 
incredible advice,” said Cochrum. “She 
was able to look beyond the complica-
tions of the actual circumstance into a 
bigger picture and really give me a vision 
of what would be best for the kid and for 
the other students in the classroom.” 

The positive impact Wasserman 
has had on students is best reflected 
by the feelings of those she worked 
closely with, like those on the Diversity 
Task Force (DTF), a group on campus 
dedicated to encouraging tolerance  on 
campus.

“I feel bad for all the people that are 
going to come through this high school, 
and not have the experience of meeting 
[Ms. Wasserman],” said DTF member 
Katie Low, a senior. “She is an extraor-
dinary woman.” 

Although she will no longer be work-
ing at SHS, Wasserman plans on visiting 
the school often and remaining in contact 
with many of the close friends she has 
made over the years. She is also consid-
ering working as a private counselor 
during retirement as a way to stay close 
to students. 

“We will greatly miss Mrs. Was-
serman,” said Obenour. “Whoever’s 
replacing her will [have to] bring the 
same amount of energy and positivity 
to the administrative team and be able 
to continue on the tradition of her care 
and love for Saratoga.” u

continued from p. 1

said the same rules were always present, 
just that students were not aware and the 
rules were not enforced as strictly.

“We decided to put the rules down 
in print, make everyone aware of them 
and start enforcing them,” said Blancett. 
“The rules have always been here.”

The newly enforced rules have an-
gered some students. 

“The library is supposed to be a 
place where you can be with friends 
and work, not a place with someone 
constantly looking over your shoulder,” 
said sophomore Dale Everett.

Other students do not agree with 
the decision, but still feel like the rules 
should be followed.

“I don’t think there should be a quota 
for a number of people in the library, 
but I guess everyone should respect the 
judgments of the librarians,” said senior 
Michael Song.

Nevertheless, the library will con-
tinue its strict adherence to the rules 
and attempt to increase awareness 
surrounding the changes. The library 
staff are planning handouts that will 
be passed out to incoming freshmen, 
emphasizing the rules and requiring a 
parent signature, much like the current 
technology agreements. 

“Until people get to the point where 
if they want to socialize they go outside, 
and if they want to get work done they 
come inside, it’s just going to have to be 
this way,” said Blancett. u

LIBRARy

“ We all should feel very 
fortunate in terms of our 

education that we are in this 
type of funding structure.”

—principal Jeff Anderson

continued from p. 1
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Ever since his senior year of high 
school, 2006 alumnus Nikhil 
Sethi has been helping others 

“express the inexpressible.”
     Sethi has been creating innovative 
social networking sites where people 
can anonymously express themselves 
for the world to see. 

He created his first website, www.
ublot.com, in 2006. The site that allows 
a community of collaborative writers 
to produce works of literature called 
“blots” for anyone to read and add 
on to. The website gets about 100,000 
visitors and users a month. 

“When I cre-
ated it, I felt like 
there was noth-
ing out there 
similar to Ublot,” 
said Sethi, now 
a sophomore at 
Northwestern 
University. “It 
provides a new way for people to 
communicate and express their ideas 
and emotions through collaborative 
writing. 

Junior T.T. Tu, who has an interest 
in creative and unrestricted writing, 
found this site several months ago and 
has used it a few times.

“I think Ublot is interesting be-
cause there aren’t any rules,” said Tu. 
“You’re free to write about anything, 
as long as it’s appropriate. You can 
create characters, stories and poems 
and see how others respond to them. 
It’s cool that you can add on to other 
people’s stories and they can add 
on to yours because it gives you a 
chance to interact and combine your 
creativity with people from all over 
the world.”

This site led to Sethi’s next idea 
of an online medium for people to 
send messages to each other. The site, 
called Blurtt, allows the user to create 
a card with images and messages on 
it, and sends it through the post mail 
for the user. 

This website is still under construc-
tion, but Sethi hopes to have it up and 

Nikhil Sethi
2006 alumnus cre-
ated three social 
network sites; a 
community forum, 
messaging site, and 

anonymous outlet. He hopes to 
expand the scope of his work.

FALCONFOCUS 

Alumnus establishes 
three social networks

by Lyka Sethi

Sophomore Casey Dahlbeck outperformed 
hundreds of competitors at the annual 
international NASKA Karate tournament 

in Los Angeles on March 1-2, earning four first 
place trophies and the title of Grand Champion. 
After winning his first two 
first place trophies in the 
advanced division on the 
first day, Dahlbeck com-
peted in front of hundreds 
of spectators to win grand 
champion.

“The grand champion 
is the best of the best. Ad-
vanced competitors from every age group 
who’ve already won a first place trophy go 
against you for the title of Grand Champion,” 
said Dahlbeck. “Winning was awesome. It’s a 
great experience but you know everyone else 
is training just as hard as you.”

Each competitor has around one minute and 
20 seconds to perform their own, individual 
martial arts routine. Dahlbeck won first place in 
the empty-handed forms and weapons compe-
tition. For the weapons, Dahlbeck chose to use 
two long broadswords and performed a type 
of Chinese martial arts called Wushu.

“The difference between Karate and Wushu 
is that Karate is more rigid, and Wushu is more 
flowing movements,” said Dahlbeck. “[My 

routine] was all the things I know—flips, aerial 
tricks, punches and kicks all put together.”

As the winner of Grand Champion, Dahl-
beck’s performance was originally planned to 
air on national television, but legal problems 
with music playing in the background prevent-
ed the showing. The competition was fierce, 

and Dahlbeck found it to 
be a difficult but rewarding 
experience.

“It’s not the most fun 
thing, you spend all day 
just getting warmed up, and 
then you have your one or 
two minutes of sheer fear 
and excitement,” said Dahl-

beck. “But it’s cool because everyone is really 
nice there, and it’s really a great experience.”

Dahlbeck has been studying martial arts 
since age 5, when he entered a local Saratoga 
Studio Kicks to learn Karate. He entered his 
first competition in Boston at 7, and earned 
his black belt at 8. Dahlbeck trained intensely 
every day to earn his black belt.

“[My coach] trained me really hard, every-
day when I came home I was exhausted.” said 
Dahlbeck. “For the first few years I didn’t do 
competitions, and then I traveled around the 
country and to Beijing and China to compete, 
and I won a whole bunch of first-place tro-
phies. I felt like all my years of hard work, sore 
muscles and training finally paid off.” u

DAHLBECK EARNS NASKA GRAND CHAMPION TITLE
by Allen Liu

you can create characters, 
stories and poems and see 

how others respond to them.”
“

—junior T.T. Tu

The school district received a gener-
ous present of  nearly 300 phones in 
January as a donation from a group 

of Cisco parents and employees who live 
in and around the Saratoga community.  
These phones are replacing every phone 
on both the Los Gatos and Saratoga High 
campuses.

“This is a great example of the sup-
port and generosity of our parents,” said 
superintendent Cary Matsuoka. 

The school transitioned to the new 
phones one week ago, replacing the old 
system that wasn’t working properly. 

The advanced technology of the new 
phones ensures that the problems with the 
previous phones won’t persist.

“Our old system was about 15 years 
old, so we were losing voicemails and 
calls didn’t always go through,” said tech-
nology coordinator Julie Grenier. “These 
phones use voiceover IP. They work over 
our Internet connection so that teachers 
have more flexibility over where they 
want them in their rooms.” 

There are multiple useful modern 
features on the new phones as well. One 

improvement is that the new phones carry 
caller ID capabilities.

“You can see who’s calling, so if it’s 
a teacher like someone else in the math 
department calling during class, you 
know immediately,” said math teacher 
Seema Patel.

Other advantages include the built in 
local directory of teachers for easy dialing 
within the school and the new conference 
call feature.

“The conference call feature allows 
multiple phone calls to be made to all the 
phones on campus, which is useful, espe-
cially for the office,” said Patel. “Now you 
don’t have to stand around one speaker 
when making conference calls.”

Overall, the installation of the phones 
went well. Grenier said that the transition 
was well prepared as many aspects were 
tested out beforehand. 

She hopes the upgrade and new fea-
tures will facilitate better communication 
within the school.

“The new phones are much easier to 
manage,” said Grenier. “We can manage 
them here at school instead of having to 
pay someone to come out and reprogram 
the phones for us, and they’re easier to 
move, so it’s a great improvement.” u

by Diana Mok
and Holden Sparacino

Ring up the benefits
Cisco parents donate 300 plus new phones to district 

running by the end of this month.  
    The site is part of an independent 
company that will charge a nominal 
fee for each card that is made, com-
pared to his other projects which are 

non-profit.
“I call them 

‘physical  text 
messages,’” said 
Sethi. “They can 
e v e n  b e  s e n t 
anonymously, 
so an obvious 
example would 

be to send one to someone you have a 
crush on.  You can even join 
or start groups to rally support for 
causes, for example, to gain support 
for a presidential candidate.” 

His most recent project is www.
inexpressible.us, a simple yet creative 
website that provides anonymity for 
anyone who wishes to express random 
thoughts and expressions through 
visuals or text. 

The site contains a listing of hun-
dreds of postings of people’s expres-
sions and ramblings for all to see.

A year from now, these postings 
will be compiled and published in a 
book. 

“This site is sort of like a confes-
sional,” said Sethi. “No one knows 
who you are, so you can say anything 
within reason.” 

Sethi hopes to continue his work 
with these websites as well as to 
broaden the scope of his work.

 “I believe people constantly need 
new and better ways to communicate 
their feelings. If someone provides 
these means, people will use them—
we’re social animals,” he said. 

The competition was 
fierce, and Dahlbeck 

found it to be a difficult 
but rewarding experience. 

Sophomore Casey Dahlbeck strikes a pose with all of his trophies since he started 
competing in martial arts tournaments at the age of 7.

courtesy of Casey Dahlbeck
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Over the weekend of March 1-2, 
Winter Guard traveled to San 
Diego to attend the Winter Guard 

International (WGI) Regional Competi-
tion and placed 19th in the A class out 
of 34 groups. Classes are based on group 
size, and Saratoga’s 35-member team is in 
the smallest class.

The competition, held at Rancho Ber-
nardo High School, had two rounds: a pre-
liminary and a final round. To advance to 
the final round, the team needed to place 
in the top 15. Although they were unable 
to advance, senior captain Kevin Chen 
said the performance was still something 
to be proud of. 

“We got almost an eight point increase 
from our previous week’s score at Leigh, 

so it was a really good show for us,” said 
Chen.

Senior Jessica Ye said she is glad the 
team’s efforts paid off in a higher score.

“I think we performed really well,” 
said Ye. “It was really fun being on the 
floor and everyone put all their effort 
into it.” 

Winter Guard tried to learn from their 
mistakes in the previous competition and 
changed their routine before attending 
another competition, held in Monterey 
on March 15-16.

Before the competition, Ye expressed 
hopes for a smooth performance.

“We changed a lot of things and added 
new stuff,” said Ye. “I think we will be a 
lot better off.”

Due to publication deadlines, results 
for this competition could not be printed 
in time. u

by Kirstie Lee 
and Dorey Schranz

Winter Guard’s efforts 
pay off at competition

Courtesy of Larry Chang

Freshman Rex Sakamoto and sophomore Katie Wheelwright practice for the Winter Guard 
competition held in San Diego March 1-2.

Most students learn the principles 
of supply and demand in class, 
but seniors Stephen McInnis and 

Atticus Wong have taken their education 
outside the classroom by starting a busi-
ness selling do-it-yourself address num-
ber painting kits for curbs. Although they 
are just starting up, McInnis and Wong 
have already designed a kit and found a 
manufacturer.

Each kit will cost $14.95 and contain 
number templates, paint cans and paint-
ing instructions. They hope the kits will 
be ready to sell by this summer.

“Currently we’re working on the box 
design. We’re thinking about trying to 
get on the Home Shopping Network, 
and we’re going to talk to all the home 
improvement stores like Home Depot and 
Lowe’s,” said McInnis.

McInnis and Wong got the idea to cre-
ate a kit when McInnis’s father asked them 
to repaint the curb last summer. They had 
to build their own templates because they 
couldn’t find anything in stores. 

“We looked around and realized 
that almost everyone else had the same 
faded curb, so why not make a kit?” said 
McInnis. “A lot of neighborhoods in and 
outside of Saratoga probably have the 
same problem.”

Although there are services that paint 
curbs, there were no do-it-yourself kits in 
stores. McInnis and Wong were aiming to 
solve this problem.

“The people who come around to paint 
don’t come around enough to provide the 
service year-round and for every neigh-
borhood,” said McInnis. “We researched 

it and went to sev-
eral different Home 
Depots to see if they 
sold a kit, but they 
didn’t.”

In order to mass-
produce the kits, 
they contacted a 
manufacturer and 
met with him to dis-
cuss the details.

“My dad knew 
someone who would 
be able to manufac-
ture the boxes,” said 
McInnis. “Then our 
box manufacturer 
talked to the paint 
manufacturer and 
figured out the size 
of the paint cans and 
the rest of the kit.”

M c I n n i s  a n d 
Wong have also cre-
ated a program called Curbs for Kids in 
which a portion of each sale would go to 
a children’s charity.

“I think it’ll provide a lot of opportuni-
ties for kids who aren’t as fortunate as us 
living in Saratoga,” said Wong.

Both McInnis and Wong will be gradu-
ating this year, but they hope to continue 
in college. Although the project requires 
much time and commitment, the boys 
don’t mind because they enjoy it.

“It’s fun and we enjoy business,” said 
McInnis. “Atticus and I are both consider-
ing majoring in business so this would a 
good way to gain experience.” u

For more information about this product, 
go to www.123curbs.com.

by Diane Mok

Seniors create business 
selling curb-painting kits

McInnis

Wong

A six-member Western Asso-
ciation of Schools and Col-
leges [WASC] team paid a 

visit to Saratoga High from March 
3-5 as part of its assessment of Cali-
fornia’s schools. Based on a report 
of the school, the WASC committee 
will decide to give the school an ac-
creditation, a seal of approval of the 
educational organization, of either 
one, three or six years.

The WASC committee consisted of 
teachers, administrators and a student 
from across the state. During their 
visit, they attended meetings with the 
staff and observed multiple classes. In 
addition, they called out several stu-
dents to talk to in order to get a closer 
look at the envi-
ronment at Sara-
toga High and de-
scribed students 
as “very courte-
ous,” according 
to principal Jeff 
Anderson.

A final report 
that concluded 
the 18-month pro-
cess was given 
to the staff at the McAfee Center on 
March 5. The positives of the report 
included extensive student and par-
ent involvement in extracurricular 
activities and the staff’s willingness to 
embrace change. The school’s renova-
tion also impressed the committee, 
who saw Saratoga as a very motivated 
school and community. 

Until the WASC committee visits 
Saratoga High again, the school will 
be focusing on several points, includ-
ing the better use of data to facilitate 
maximum student learning such as 
making changes according to STAR 
test results; broader teaching and as-
sessment strategies; more explicit use 
of State Standards during classroom 

by Tiffany Tseng
and Melody Zhang

WASC evaluates SHS

I would like to see more 
emphasis put on promoting 
a healthy lifestyle in order 

to keep up with the rigorous 
academic lifestyle.”

“

—teacher Peter Jordan

lessons; and a more consistent enforce-
ment of public access to facilities during 
school hours.

All indications point to Saratoga High 
getting a six-year accreditation. The 
school will be informed of the acceptance 
of WASC’s recommendation by the De-
partment of Education sometime before 

June 1.
“ E v e r y o n e 

is hoping for a 
six-year recom-
mendation,” said 
PE and Health 
teacher Peter Jor-
dan, who led the 
school’s WASC 
process. “A six-
year accredita-
tion would save 

the school trouble from preparing for the 
study. It also distracts from teaching.”

Although the accreditation process has 
been completed, Jordan believes that the 
most important step is to use the WASC 
evaluation to make school improvements 
in the following years.

Jordan said he hopes the school will 
provide a larger variety of instructional 
techniques for students while improv-
ing the relationships between the stu-
dents and the school in order to build a 
healthier student community.

“I would like to see more emphasis put 
on promoting a healthy lifestyle in order 
to keep up with the rigorous academic 
lifestyle,” said Jordan. u

TH
EBIGIDEA

DESERVING PRAISE: Extensive student and 

parent involvement in activities and the staff’s 

willingness to embrace change.

NEEDS IMPROVEMENT: Relationships between 

students and school, promotion of healthy 

lifestyle, better use of data, making clear goals 

of lessons.

WASC RESULTS

Association observes students and classes, gives 
positive feedback along with several suggestions
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to pieces...
smashed

by Holden Sparacino

THE aDMInISTRaTIon anD STUDEnTS nEED To fInD 
CoMMon gRoUnD To HELp CLEan Up DanCES

The school’s history with dances isn’t pretty. The 
last dance of the 2004-2005 school year was can-
celed following bad behavior earlier in the year. 

In 2006, the school was banished from The Capital 
Club after students’ disgusting behavior in the Winter 
Formal. During the Black Light Dance last December, 
students witnessed wasted students and their barf on 
the floor, resulting in the cancellation of Sadie’s. 

This really is getting ridiculous.
As always, a few students show up drunk to dances, 

and the administration takes away the next event. 
When the next dance rolls around, the process repeats. 
Mind you, the majority of students are not intoxicated 
at dances, yet the sober are still punished.

It is outrageous for the administration to take the 
same stance and hand out the same consequence, but 
somehow expect different results.

There were supposed to be enough Breathalyzers 
and cops at the Black Light Dance to make a block-
ade impermeable to intoxication of any kind. If there 
were Breathalyzers at the dance, their presence wasn’t 
obvious.

When students entered the large gym, they found 
that the relaxed entry was ineffective yet again. At 

the night’s end, the students had seen the intoxicated, 
smelled the alcohol and watched the liquor being re-
gurgitated upon the floor. 

For some reason, those who obeyed the administra-
tion’s rules suffered the same punishment as those who 
didn’t, causing the entire student population to have 
one fewer dance this year.

If the administration was to actually enforce their 
plans and Breathalyze students before and during the 
dance, fewer people would get drunk and more people 
under the influence would be caught.

Of course, just Breathalyzing students would not 
prevent them from vandalizing the bathroom walls 
or tossing empty bottles of alcohol —evidently hidden 
in the gym prior to the Black Light Dance—across the 
floor, but searching the gym before events and moni-
toring the bathrooms once in a while would moderate 
these problems substantially.

At a glance, it seems to make sense that the school is 
removing a dance from the agenda. But take any more 
than a glance, and it gets foggy.

If someone were to vandalize the school tomorrow, 
the entire school wouldn’t be punished by banning all 
pens and art supplies school-wide. The administra-
tion needs to step up if it wants change, not punish 
students for the actions of their peers. A freshman who 

did not even attend the dance is in no way responsible 
for a wasted senior and has no right or reason to be 
punished.

According to the current policy, if a student doesn’t 
wish to have the next dance canceled, it is the respon-
sibility of the student body, not the administration, to 
make sure no one consumes alcohol before or during 
the event.

Perhaps, as parents and students have suggested, 
the administration simply wants to hold fewer dances 
because they are difficult to organize and pay for. If 
this is the case, why not just come out and say, “We’ll 
be having fewer dances now”? 

Many people will argue that just Breathalyzing 
students who are visibly intoxicated or doing random 
breath checks wouldn’t stop people from getting 
wasted and suspended at school dances. 

According to Los Gatos High School assistant prin-
cipal Alvaro Calderon, however, Los Gatos has not 
had one incident or suspension related to drinking at 
dances ever since Los Gatos implemented a policy of 
randomly Breathalyzing students at the entrance of the 
dance during the spring semester of 2007. Los Gatos 
saw a need for reform, took action and has not seen a 
suspension since it was implemented. Saratoga should 
do the same. u
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As SHS students know all too well, it seems that 
competition in schools has been increasing for 
years, a result of the necessity of a strong educa-

tion in today’s society. From a young age, children are 
taught valuable lessons that will help them succeed in 
the future. Then, as they become older, their lives revolve 
around high school and the goal of getting into a good 
college. Yet, even though students are focused on learn-
ing about the world around them, they are still ignorant 
of its problems.

As Americans living in a wealthy community like 
Saratoga, SHS students are relatively well off. As a re-
sult, they aren’t too concerned about tragedies that take 
place in distant places like Africa and Asia. Because 
such events occur halfway around the world, students 
believe they won’t affect them. This notion, however, is 
completely wrong.

Over the last few years, horrifying events have taken 
place in eastern Africa that many have never even heard 
of, let alone actually discussed. Almost everyone knows 
about the Darfur Genocide in Sudan that killed over 
400,000 people within four years, but few are aware of 
the similar situation currently tearing apart Somalia.

Since 1991, when Somalia was divided among war-
ring clans, civil war has destroyed property and lives. In 
2007 alone, over one million Somalis fled their homes, 
becoming refugees in the neighboring countries of Ke-
nya and Ethiopia. Despite the gravity of the situation, 
no international aid is on its way, and people are dying 
with every passing day.

While Somalia seems far away, the events taking place 
there will have a huge impact on American lives in the 
future. The United States is a world leader, which means 
that this country sets an example for many other nations 

around the globe. If Americans are so indifferent to the 
struggles of these Africans, why would any other nation 
care about whether they live or die? 

As members of the global community, Americans 
should lead the way in helping the less fortunate. If they 
do not, it demonstrates that supporting others is neither 
meaningful nor beneficial. This attitude could eventually 
backfire on the United States, resulting in a lack of interest 
in American endeavors like the current war in Iraq.

Students, however, are not completely to blame for 
their cultural illiteracy. One can only wonder about the 
lack of media exposure regarding these serious issues. 
Because the general public doesn’t always find important 
matters interesting, the buzz-worthy news in the media 
is often centered on trivial matters. From a breakup 
to a breakdown, audiences prefer to 
hear about what’s new in 
celebrity lifestyles or 
pop culture instead of 
important factors that 
play into the decisions 
that have an effect on 
the country. As the fasci-
nation over insignificant 
issues increases, the at-
tention focused on world 
affairs takes a dramatic 
plunge.

Students should make 
an active effort to keep up-
to-date on current events. 
Rather than pick up a 
newspaper, they often 
watch “Entertainment 
Tonight” or stare at the 
cover of People Magazine, 
neither of which delivers the 

kind of information relevant to the dilemmas they need 
to know about.

The media’s obsession with celebrities takes away 
from the American people’s knowledge of events that 
truly make a difference. The fact that society gives such 
trivial information more time and importance than 
serious news shows just how much the 
media ignores the problems 
facing Earth simply 
because the lives of most 
Americans are better 
than those of av-
erage people 
a r o u n d  t h e 
globe. u

Global issues receive too little attention
by Alicia Lee

and Rahul Thakker

Teachers may have once told you to enjoy your life 
or to seize the day. Guidance counselors may have 
explained why being rejected by an Ivy League 

school is not the end of the world. They say centering 
your life solely on college is the choice of a fool.

Balderdash!
As the class sizes continue to grow, with the class 

of 2008 reaching a record size, the college competi-
tion has become increasingly fierce, and only those 
who devote all their time to college preparation have a 
chance of admission. Things like leisure and fun must 

be discarded for the sake of a better education.
However, colleges are not to blame for this 

issue. It is the class of 2008 who are at fault for 
growing too large, and students must take re-

sponsibility for the reckless swelling of their class. 
Having chosen this specific year to be born, they 
should be prepared for the burden they created.

With the increasing demand for college admis-
sion and the unchanged number of available 
positions, one can only expect the value of col-
lege acceptances to increase. Therefore, students 
should have increased their course load and 

extracurricular activities in order to compensate 
for the rising importance of college. Those who 
have remained unaware of these basic economic 
principles are clearly unprepared for college.

The modern applicant must be prepared for hard 
work. Three varsity sports and officer positions 

in five school clubs are prerequisites, on top of AP 
courses and volunteer hours. In addition, appli-
cants must search for opportunities outside of 
school–involvement in a specific activity for over 

10 years is preferred by top universities. Currently, 
the general consensus is to begin college prepara-
tion around third grade, but the truly dedicated 
applicant should begin earlier to beat the crowd. 
Some may say that such work is unreasonable, but 

college is the key to a successful life. One’s childhood 
is a small price to pay.

The members of the class of 2008 who have put in 
the time and dedication to compensate for the year of 
their birth will be rewarded with acceptance letters, 
while those who fail to appreciate the importance of 
college will be rejected. Fun should be temporarily 
delayed until applications are completed and sent. 
High school isn’t for fun. High school is for the ap-
plication.

 Underclassmen–start working. u
(Note: This opinion piece was intended as satire, so don’t 

take it too seriously. Well, take it kind of seriously, but not 
really, if you know what we mean.)

by Marvin Shu
and Tiffany Tseng THINGS THAT ARE NOT 

WELL-PUBLICIZED

TOPTEN

1 Origins of alien life.
Tom Cruise and Katie Holmes 
refuse to talk about Suri.

2 The cause of the Iraq war.
osama bin what?

3 Movies starring Paris Hilton.
and for good reason.

5 South Pasadena declares 
itself a cuss-free state.
no #$%!#@ way! 

6 Hannah Montana’s break up 
with Nick Jonas.
only rainbows and unicorns can 
heal her tortured heart now.

7 “Woot” was officially named 
2007 Word of the Year, 
according to the Merriam-
Webster dictionary.
Lol.

8 American Coke is made 
with high-fructose corn 
syrup, not sugar.
Mexicans have everything we 
don’t!

9 The everyday activities of sub-
Saharan Africans.
We hear they’re starving.

10 Nine in 10 children in Sudan die 
before being born.
That’s not true, but you wouldn’t 
know.

—Sulmaan Hassan
and Nathan Kim

Many female models are 
genetically male.
So think twice before you say 
someone’s smokin’.

4

Class of ‘08: Stop whining and suck it up

nathan Kim

nathan Kim
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Viewer discretion is advised when 
an R-rated movie is shown on TV. 
As soon as it begins, some parents 

tell their teens to cover their eyes or leave 
the room.

Just because a movie has a more severe 
rating, however, doesn’t always mean that 
it is laced with nonstop profanity, nudity 
or violence. According to Hollywood’s 
standards, when there is swearing, drug 
use or adult content, a Rating Board from 
Los Angeles, can give the movie a rating R. 
The judges rate a movie based on what the 
average parent would think of the movie, 
yet a PG-13 movie could easily be more 
profane than an R-rated one. The harsher 
rating, however, changes the audience’s 
impression of a movie’s content.

Movie ratings are becoming more 
useless as the level of suitable subjects 
increases. Since teens are accustomed to 
seeing ever more questionable content, all 
ratings should be adjusted and refocused 
on protecting younger children.

Teenagers are required to wait until 
they are 17 to watch R movies unless 
their parents are with them. However, 
some adults are often unwilling to do 
so as they take the rating system too 
seriously. If a movie is rated R, some 
parents’ immediate thoughts are “sex 
and violence,” and no minor should be 
anywhere near such profanities. 

But does this actually stop chil-
dren from viewing sex and violence, 
though? Most music videos today 
insinuate sex. Many are filled with 

women walking around in nothing but lin-
gerie or skimpy bikinis. Music videos are 
never given a rating, but this doesn’t mean 

that they are appropriate for all ages, and 
it definitely doesn’t mean that younger 

viewers aren’t watching them. 
Even some video games, which often re-

volve around violence and gore, are played 
by young children. Although video games 
are usually given ratings, adults are either 
unaware or choose to ignore them. 

With the excitement of violent themes, 
like killing targets to pass a level in Teen 
rated and higher leveled video games, 
some kids only think how fun it is and are 
introduced to violence at early ages. 

When parents buy them these games, 
they don’t always think about the inap-
propriate content as they would for an 
R-rated movie. But in reality, the inappro-
priate matter is no different than scenes 
in R-rated movies. Does it really make a 
difference whether or not the characters 
are animated or real? 

Trying to shelter kids from things they 
have already been introduced to is useless. 
Unless a proper rating for games and mov-
ies is going to be strictly enforced, protect-
ing them will not make a difference.

As young audiences get exposed to 
inappropriate content, they gain distorted 
views of the world. Thanks to images of 
crude behavior in games and suggestive 
themes in movies, perspectives change, 
and innocent, naïve outlooks disappear. 

A universal rating system needs to be 
reworked and enforced on all aspects of 
entertainment to effectively keep chil-
dren away from inappropriate material. 
It would ensure that video games would 
show the same level of explicitness as a 
movie of the same rating. u

by Alicia Lee 
and Kavya Nagarajan
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Movie, game ratings inconsistent

Trade Safeway 
for Trader Joe’s

Flavor is in the fat

It seems that in recent years, 
more people have turned to 
healthy lifestyles by exercising 

more and watching what they eat. 
This is all well and good, especially 
in a society where obesity is on 
the rise and we learn more every 
day about the dangers of trans fats 
and unnatural elements (Kentucky 
Fried “Chicken”) in our foods. But 
I can already tell the change for me 
will not be easy—most of the foods 
I eat are served on a bun with a side 
of cholesterol.

I never used to be picky. When-
ever I say I don’t like something my 
mom has made, she tells the same 
story about how when I was a baby, 
I would eat 
anything on 
my plate with-
out complaint. 
Then one day 
I “decided” to 
become a picky 
eater, and ever 
since then, I’ve 
made her life 
less than bearable. If you ask me, 
my lack of complaints probably had 
to do with the fact that I couldn’t 
talk and that my taste buds were 
not even fully developed. After all, 
no one is too particular about what 
they eat as a child, which is why 
play-doh is considered a major food 
group for toddlers.

But somewhere along the way, 
I changed, and so did everything 
I thought I knew about what was 
healthy. Just a few years ago, the 
food pyramid, a longtime standard 
for eating a balanced diet, was com-
pletely revamped by the Depart-

ment of Agriculture to eliminate 
food groups and include exercise. 
That’s one of the things I hate about 
health food, no consistency! In-N-
Out, on the other hand, has been 
using the same special sauce for 
almost 60 years, making it as reli-
able as Old Faithful. 

The truth is that those things that 
are not good for you end up tasting 
the best. Take fast food, for example. 
Not only does it taste great (if you 
can get past the seven layers of 
grease), but it is also really conve-
nient. You can get a delicious burger 
just the way you want it, any time, 
all from the comfort of your car. Ac-
cording to the History Channel, on 
which I have watched a documenta-
ry about fast food, there are 221,184 
ways to order a Whopper at Burger 
King. That’s 221,183 more ways than 
there are to order a PowerBar. I rest 
my case.

Actually, rest is my case; my 
friends would probably describe 
me as lazy. They all know never to 
call me before noon or try to make 

plans with 
me on Friday 
night (that’s my 
favorite time 
to nap). I am 
notorious for 
my hatred of all 
things exercise. 
After track 
ended last year, 

I relished not having to run every 
day, but soon not running every 
day turned into not running ever 
and complete lack of movement 
followed not too far behind. My ex-
boyfriend even made the mistake of 
constantly asking me to go hiking 
with him. No wonder that relation-
ship didn’t work out…

Maybe one day, I will wake up 
and decide to start my life anew. I’ll 
get rid of my chocolate drawer (the 
best part of my kitchen, filled with 
upwards of five pounds of choco-
late) and lace up my running shoes.

Yeah, that’ll happen. u

by Tiffany Tung 
and Brandon Yang

There are 221,184 ways to 
orders a Whopper at Burger 
King. That’s 221,183 more 

ways than there are to order 
a PowerBar. I rest my case.

Hilariously Hungarian
Dorey Schranz

nathan Kim

Specialty companies like Trader Joe’s are 
well known for their healthy alternatives to 
generic brands. Despite having inexpensive 

and nutritional choices, the average consumer 
buys groceries at local supermarkets instead. 
Better taste and wholesome selections are directly 
associated with Trader Joe’s; students need to be 
aware of these benefits.

Not only are the items sold at other supermar-
kets more expensive than the ones at Trader Joe’s, 
their products sometimes lack in healthiness and 
in quality.  In order to save money, many super-
markets have products that are cheaply manu-
factured and full of artificial flavors, while Trader 
Joe’s prides itself in producing quality products 
that are inexpensive, healthy and appeal to the 
consumers.  The majority of Trader Joe’s products 
are produced by smaller, privately owned com-
panies, which follow strict standards, including 
not using genetically modified ingredients, which 
improves the products’ taste and health benefits. 
Recently, Trader Joe’s even banned single ingredi-
ent products from China, due to the concerns of 
their customers. 

Some argue that Trader Joe’s suffers from 
fewer choices and inconsistency of available 
products. For example, they could have vanilla 
gelato in stock, and it could be gone a week later, 
not to come back for another seven months. These 
inconsistencies, however, are a result of Trader 
Joe’s buying goods at cheaper prices from private 
suppliers and are the reason they can offer items 
at such low prices.  The quality and prices of these 
products are worth the wait.

Due to the fewer number of stores, Trader Joe’s 
is at a disadvantage compared to other large gro-
cery stores.  Safeway has over 1,500 stores across 
America and several hundred in Canada, while 
Trader Joe’s estimated 300 stores are limited to 
only the U.S.  Safeway is more popular, as the 
stores can easily be found in many major cities. 
Despite the fact that the nearest Trader Joe’s store 
is in Sunnyvale compared to the nearby Safeway, 
the few extra miles traveled are never wasted.

Even with the few minor setbacks, Trader Joe’s 
holds its place as a healthy grocery provider.  
Although it cannot compare in size to the super-
market giants, the atmosphere and nutritional 
benefits compensates for what it lacks. u
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Some teachers started educating stu-
dents early in their life, while others, 
like science teacher Genevieve Gar-

cia, discovered their passion for education 
only after giving up their previous jobs.

Before Garcia started teaching, she 
worked in a medical lab for seven years, 
aiming to get a Ph.D. in nursing.  How-
ever, she realized that helping the sick 
was not for her.

“I decided I didn’t like working with 
sick people, so that’s why I nixed the idea 
of a nursing degree,” said Garcia.  

After leaving the medical lab, Garcia 
worked for Beta Phase, a small start-up 
company, as an office manager and stock 
administrator for seven years.  Despite her 
friendly coworkers and the comfortable 

environment, she realized that working in 
an office was also not what she wanted.

“It was a great job. I loved it,” said Gar-
cia “It’s great to see a company’s bottom 
line do well, but it’s not very fulfilling.”

Finding fulfillment 
Following her decision to leave busi-

ness, Garcia began dedicating her life to 
education.  Her source of inspiration was 
her high school AP Biology teacher, Karen 
Antoun, who encouraged Garcia’s love for 
science and later showed her the basics of 
being a teacher.

“She had an incredible brain. This 
woman was so smart,” said Garcia.  “She 
was very energetic, and understood what 
kids needed to hear.  She was good [at 
teaching].”

After her decision to leave business 
behind and begin her teaching career, 
Antoun acted as Garcia’s mentor teacher 
while Garcia was a student teacher, even 
allowing Garcia to teach side by side with 
her at Gunn High School.  This experience 
greatly influenced Garcia’s teaching style 
and philosophy.

“I actually got to teach with her when 
I did my student teaching,” said Garcia.  
“That was fun because I got to see the 
behind the scenes of teaching.”

Garcia picked up several teaching 
strategies from Antoun, such as having 
her students keep lab notebooks.  Since 
then, the lab notebooks have evolved 
to “journals,” used for students to write 
down ideas and hypotheses for labs.

Garcia has since devoted 15 years to 
teaching and helping prepare teenagers 
for their futures by educating them in 
the field of science, as Antoun did for her 
many years ago.

 “I’ve always enjoyed working with 
young adults, so I decided that teaching 
high school would be a good thing. ” said 
Garcia.  “And so far, it has been!” u    

As sophomore Mindy Hsiao and 
three third-graders step onto the 
blacktop, several groups of chil-

dren join them, each child caught up in 
a dreamy state of make-believe and fun. 
With circus arts equipment, from stilts to 
juggling balls, all over the ground, there 
is a never-ending amount of exciting 
activities to tackle throughout the sunny 
afternoon spent with a spunky, energized 
group of kids. 

From the school year to summer, Hsiao 
seems to be on a continuous schedule of 
working with kids. Whether it’s correcting  
their math worksheets or playing games 
with them, Hsiao welcomes the kids with 
open arms each time.

During the school year, Hsiao works 
eleven hours a week as a teacher’s aide for 
math at Little Genius, a children’s learning 
center in Cupertino. In the summer, she 
volunteers and works five days a week 
at Harker Summer Camp, where she runs 
activities with fellow counselors.

Learning from the little ones
Being around young kids all year-

round, Hsiao has learned a lot and gained 
valuable skills.

“Patience; that’s big when you’re work-
ing with younger kids,” said Hsiao. “I’ve 
also become better at multi-tasking.”

Although at times the children become 
frustrating to work with, there are gratify-
ing moments as well, almost like a “love-
hate relationship.” Even if it takes a while 

to teach or to control a group of kids, the 
outcome is never disappointing.

“It’s rewarding when you see the 
students finally making progress,” said 
Hsiao. “I remember how a kindergartener 
could not add or subtract, and I finally 
taught him how using many different 
ways.”

Hsiao used methods like counting on 
fingers and using visual aids in order to 
teach the student. As the child struggled, 
Hsiao did too, making the process harder 
for the both of them. However, the one-on-
one attention with the child paid off, and 
the long hours spent weren’t wasted.

 Donating her time to help is another 
commitment, but it’s a commitment Hsiao 
loves.

“You always feel good when you help 
someone or you make a little kid smile, 
and I like that [feeling],” says Hsiao.

As she thinks about her future, Hsiao 
is considering a job involving kids. That is 
still far off, however, and Hsiao can only 
focus on enjoying her present situation.

“It’s just fun to be around them,” said 
Hsiao. u

For junior Hana Pruzansky, time is 
of the essence. 

On her busiest days, she wakes 
up at 5:15 a.m., drives to her house in 
Santa Cruz and grabs her wetsuit, board 
and towels. She then heads to the beach 
to surf for half an hour to 45 minutes, and 
then washes herself off with a old Tide 
bottle filled with hot water. She next rush-
es to change into her sweats and drives to 
school. As she begins her 30 minute com-
mute back to Saratoga, she stops at Kelly’s 
bakery, which has her order of poached 
eggs on polenta ready to go. Then, once 
school ends, Pruzansky hurries to her 
Saratoga home and gets ready for soccer 
practice which goes until 5. Right after, she 

drives home to meet her SAT tutor who 
arrives at 5:30 p.m. sharp. 

“After tutoring, I eat dinner with my 
family, begin my endless night of home-
work and go to bed only to wake up at 7 
the next morning to go to school,” said 
Pruzansky.

Trying to surf three to four times a 
week is hard for her during varsity soc-
cer season, but her passion motivates her 
to make time for it two to three times a 
week.

Pruzansky’s love for surfing began 
when she was six. It may be in her 

blood; her father became a 
professional surfer when 
he was 18. 

“My dad and I have 
always had surfing as 
a shared passion in our 

Think heroes exist only in fiction? 
These inspirational SHS stories will 
warm both the heart and soul.

Working with children
fulfills Hsiao’s life

by Alicia Lee

Garcia inspired  
by her teacher

by Brandon Yang

Junior finds time to surf
despite her busy schedule

by Mabel Hsu

Sophomore Mindy Hsiao Junior Hana Pruzansky

Teacher Genevieve Garcia

Brittany Judoprasetijo
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Five minutes before the lunch bell 
rings, a student gets up from class 
and walks down to the lunch line by 

himself. Taking a deep breath, he overcomes 
one of his greatest fears—interacting with 
a stranger—in order to buy his own milk. 
He accomplishes his goal and walks back to 
his classroom where other special education 
students must conquer their disabilities day 
after day. 

To most onlookers, something as simple 
as buying milk would not seem like a big 
deal. To that student, however, it was an 
enormous feat to counter.

“The progression is hard to explain, but 
if you could see the difference from the first 
day of high school to the third month, the 
difference is huge,” said special education 
teacher Lisa McCahill. “It was just because 
no one had ever asked him to get his own 
milk before.”

Success proved to be a major inspiration 
for this student, who is now exerting and 
expressing himself more by realizing that he 
has power over his abilities and decisions. 
When the students receive encouraging 
words, even for the most minor feat, they 
are more motivated and confident when 
tackling the next challenge.

Special education students make up a 
small portion of Saratoga High and are often 
overlooked because their classes seem to be 
separated from the typical classes. 

“Although the feeling of the classroom is 
a little different, our goal is to run it as much 
like a general education class as possible 
because we want the students to feel like the 
other kids,” said special education teacher 
Jennifer Wells. “Instead of having them all 
working independently with an aide, we 
try to run it like a regular classroom, and 
then the aides help the instruction of the 
teachers.”

Encountering new challenges
Students who have disabilities often 

have to work harder to achieve their goals. 
Usually, these students are only looking for 
encouragement and support as they push 
themselves to the next step. 

“For many of the ninth graders, it’s a 
huge success to be outside of the home-
base and in classrooms like a typical high 
school student,” said Wells. “It takes a lot of 

teamwork with the 
general education 
teachers for these 
students to be 

successful because they’re not going to 
be able to follow all those strict academic 
requirements that the rest [of the student 
body] has.”

A major mountain for the special edu-
cation students to climb is the ability to 
socialize with other peers outside of the 
classroom. It becomes a notable accomplish-
ment when those who come in unable to 
communicate with others learn how to form 
bonds and friendships with peers.

“It could be so simple to everyone out 
there, but it’s so huge to our students just 
to be acknowledged and welcomed,” said 
McCahill. “Even though they have a lot of 
challenges to deal with, their happiness 
motivates them to keep going in school.”

Because most of the students come from 
a sheltered environment where they are not 
expected to do a lot on their own, it became 
a goal for the special education teachers to 
push for independence. The idea behind 
this is that the student will be inspired by 
his own accomplishments to keep pushing 
further and learn more skills.

“There are a lot of things these kids can 
do, but because they’re very taken care of 
and loved, and everyone tries to help them. 
We try to always keep high expectations 
for them, and if we fall lower it’s all right,” 
said McCahill. 

Wells agrees that because the students 
are underestimated at times, it is important 
to keep encouraging them to take the next 
step forward.

Although they may do so in different 
ways and at a different pace, the students 
are still interested in learning.

“One of the major improvements I’ve 
seen is that the kids like school, and that’s 
super important. Not only do they feel like 
they are accepted and encouraged, they feel 
like they have friends,” said Wells. “For me 
the biggest success is not the grades the 
kids are getting, but the fact that they want 
to be here.”

As much as the students are inspired to 
overcome their disabilities and interact with 
others, the whole learning process of special 
education classrooms is not one-sided.

The teachers also have gained a deeper 
understanding of what it feels like to be 
someone who is different from other peers, 
or someone who must struggle on simple 
tasks.

“It’s a humbling experience because 
many everyday skills that we take for 
granted other people have to develop and 
face their fears to obtain,” said McCahill. 
“Just as our students learn from us, we learn 
from our students.” u

lives,” said Pruzansky. “It’s something 
just the two of us do.” 

Although she surfs as much as she can, 
time management can become an issue for 
Pruzansky between club soccer, surfing, 
homework and family.

Meeting with an idol 
Despite her incredibly busy schedule, 

she was greatly inspired to keep surfing 
after a meeting with another surfer, who 
had overcome the unimaginable, two 
years ago.

Walking along the beach in Kauai, 
Pruzansky and her uncle passed locals 
lying under a tree, relaxing. After meeting 
some of the female surfers, she learned 
that many were homeschooled and spent 
all their time surfing and snowboarding.

“Man, I wish I could live like that,” 
thought Pruzansky to herself while 
looking at the perfect conditions, perfect 
waves, and ahead of her, the perfect point 
break. 

Once in the water, Pruanzanky saw 
three girls paddling out, but one girl 
seemed to be struggling with her surf-
board. It was then that Pruzansky real-
ized the girl was 17-year old Bethany 

Hamilton, a surfer who had her left arm 
bitten off by a 14-foot long tiger shark 
while surfing.

Just weeks after her encounter with the 
shark, she had gotten right back on her 
surfboard. Pruzansky had seen Hamilton 
on CNN and the covers of surf and teen 
magazines in 2003. 

Hamilton introduced herself. Her 
positive outlook and humility amazed 
Pruzansky, who felt at completely at ease 
with her. It took Pruzansky a long time 
to soak in the events of that day. Meeting 
Hamilton, who suffered a surfer’s worst 
nightmare at such a young age, motivated 
Pruzansky to never give up on her dreams 
despite any obstacles. 

“She really inspired me to keep up my 
focus in surfing even if it is difficult for 
me to get out there during the week,” said 
Pruzansky. “Her positive attitude showed 
me how to keep my head up when life 
throws you the unex-
pected.” u 

Teacher praises 
her students

for overcoming
their disabilities

by Tiffany Tseng

Teacher Lisa McCahill
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The 2007 movie Live Free or Die Hard 
portrayed a world of clueless cops 
and frustrated government officials 

blindly attempting to track an elite hacker 
hell-bent on revenge. Within a mere 130 
minutes of film, directors threw a slew of 
images depicting laptops layered in inde-
scribable codes and a flood of technologi-
cal language that made officer McClane 
want to rip out his nonexistent hair. 

Die Hard was another movie that 
glorified the ability to deactivate million 
dollar security systems in a mere three 
seconds. Its cyber-based plot added to 
the infamous hacker reputation, all the 
while leaving 90 percent of the world 
dumbfounded as to how hackers do it. 

From an outsider’s point of view, com-
puter programming is simply a random 
compilation of letters and numbers with 
incoherent meanings. Yet the process of 
hacking isn’t as difficult as it may seem.

According to a junior who wished to 
remain anonymous, the easiest way to 

hack into a computer is through physi-
cal access—that is, being at the actual 
computer. 

“Once you have physical access to 
the computer you’re tying to hack, it’s 
very easy to get the administrative pass-
words,” he said. “There’s a program that 
you can run which resets passwords to 
nothing.”

Physical access to the computer, how-
ever, is rarely an option when it comes 
to illegal intrusions. What most amateur 
hackers turn to is a universal mode of 
hacking known as Network Hacking. 

A commonly used program in Net-
work Hacking known as Command 
Prompt is designed to locate the Internet 
Protocol address of any computer on a 
shared network server. Once located, a 
code can be entered into the program, 
which then gives the hacker free range 
to the other computer ’s settings and 
hard drives. 

The main objective in gaining access is 
to install a keylogger.

“A keylogger is a program that some-
one downloads or can be plugged into a 

computer,” said a senior who also wished 
to remain anonymous. “It records every-
thing that someone is typing and can 
e-mail you their passwords.” 

Getting someone’s password is the 
whole purpose of hacking.

“If you get someone’s password, 
you can basically do anything,” said 
the junior. “You really just need to have 
someone download a program to get past 
Firewalls and other blocks.”

Many commonly used programs can 
accidentally make users more vulnerable 
to password theft. Direction connection 
on AOL Instant Messaging and malicious 
e-mails containing Trojans can cause 
installation. Internet Explorer even au-
tomatically downloads many key logger 
programs.

In a high school setting, however, ama-
teur hackers more frequently focus their 
attentions upon video games. 

“For video games, you can write a pro-
gram that will replace the actual program 
and rewrite certain parts to use to your 
advantage,” the senior said. 

Hacking computer games such as 

“Counterstrike” is 
done to increase abilities, 
such as faster running or more 
money. Amateur hackers don’t normally 
know how to write complicated pro-
grams, however, and therefore retrieve 
them from online websites. 

More malicious hacking can use al-
gorithms, a set of instructions that the 
computer follows, to imitate a program’s 
combinations and generate passwords. 
This then allows usage of illegally copied 
versions of programs, like Photoshop. 

“People can hack using brute force, 
which is trying every single combina-
tion possible,” said the junior. “There are 
programs that use algorithms and try a 
thousand combinations per second.” 

These forms of hacking cannot com-
pare to what is seen in Die Hard and can 
only be used for amateur purposes.

“People who hack for a living would 
do things like you see in the movies,” 
said the senior student, “but at the high 
school level, it’s mostly for video games 
and also to install programs you don’t 
want to pay for.” u

by Neyha Bhat
and Ashley Chou

HOW-TO: PROCESS 
OF HACKING ExPLORED

Hackers’ curiosity subject to lawful punishment
by Michael Chen

12 in-depth

As committing a crime becomes 
easier and more prevalent, perpe-
trators will often forget that their 

actions are illegal. Many students count 
Internet piracy and driving friends with-
out their year as daily activities.  

The penalty for these crimes, however, 
is serious. Though students may not think 
of the possible consequences, download-
ing music can and has resulted in lawsuits 
ending with exorbitant fines. Also, driving 
others less than a year after obtaining a li-
cense can result in a ticket. Hacking, while 
tempting, carries consequences as well.

“If students are caught hacking into 
our system, we may call the police,” said 
assistant principal Joe Bosco. “Generally, 
if you hack into our system or hack into a 

computer, it’s probably a suspension. The 
most mild would be a Saturday School.”

Almost all students have their own 
computers. At Saratoga High, a public 
school (albeit a better-funded one than 
most), recently upgraded computers in 
labs and classrooms number in the hun-
dreds. The tools for hacking have also 
spread, and instructions for using them 
are seldom more than a “Google” away. 

With all the necessities at their finger-
tips, curious students may be tempted to 
try circumventing computer security.

Malicious or not, these intrusions are 
punished by the school whenever they 
are detected. Depending on how serious 
the intrusion is, expulsion and criminal 
charges may result. Recently, two students 
were suspended for breaking into the 
school’s computer system. Administrators 

declined to comment on this incident.
The Technology Guidelines and Rules 

Agreement, which every student must 
sign before being allowed to use school 
computers or networks, prohibits access 
and modification of any files not owned 
by the user. The document also refers to 
section 502 of the California Penal Code.

Added in 1979, the section declares 
unauthorized access and modification of 
data for the purpose of obtaining money, 
property or services a felony. Accessing 
computers and networks without per-
mission and altering, adding, deleting or 
destroying data without permission is also 
illegal. Severity of punishment, of course, 
ranges with the crime as well as with the 
student’s previous criminal records. Fines 
can reach $5,000 and may be accompanied 
with up to three years of in prison.

Previously, Saratoga students involved 
in a high-profile 2004 cheating scandal 
were suspended, and several faced ex-
pulsion hearings. The students had used 
keyloggers to record teachers’ keystrokes, 
using their passwords to change grades 
and access exams.

For adults, the punishment is even 
more severe. Just last November, it was 
discovered that two California State 
University students had hacked into the 
school’s grading system in 2004. Against 
counts of wire fraud, conspiracy, unau-
thorized computer access, and identity 
theft, they now face up to 20 years in 
prison and fines of $250,000.

Students may be tempted to explore 
the possibilities of amateur hacking. Few, 
however, may realize that it is a felony 
with severe consequences. u
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&AQ Hacking since 
age 9, an anony-
mous sopho-
more provided 
insight into the 
life of a student 
hacker.

Q: Why did you hack?
A: It was [mainly] just for fun. I also used to play 

these online games and my first idea was to figure out 
what was the best way to get in-game cash but not do 
all the work.

Q: Could you explain a little about hacking?
A: The most common way besides planting a 
virus or a Trojan is basically to find exploits, 

glitches in programs. Those basically let 
hackers do whatever they want. Another 

one would be a buffer overflow. Some-
times you can send a whole bunch of 

data into an open port and over-
load the computer and cause 

all sorts of strange things to 
happen. 

There’s also social 
engineering, which is 

basically pretend-

ing to be someone from a company, 
like Yahoo!, and playing with people’s 
minds. 

You’d pretend you’d be an authority, like, say 
Microsoft in an e-mail and [you’d tell them], “You 
should download this and update your computer 
as soon as possible” and then throw a virus in there. 
When they download it, you’d have control over their 
computer.

Q: What did you do when you first hacked?
A: The first time I was actually able to implant an 

[anonymous] keylogger, like the one involved in the 
cheating scandal. [But] it wasn’t quite as obvious as 
that one.

Q: How did you learn all this?
A: It’s pretty easy to learn. Most of it is conceptual. If 

you try these things now, they probably wouldn’t work 
because most people learned to protect themselves. 
Eventually you start figuring things out yourself using 
Google, Yahoo, that kind of thing and you just stumble 
upon thousands of sites with this type of information 
available.

Q: Any specific sites you used?
A: If I can remember, there were a few sites. One was 

called packetstorm; [it was] a good security resource. 
And there was also alastavista. 

Q: So how do you protect yourself from being 

hacked?
A: Some people bring their laptops to places like 

McDonalds or Starbucks and they stay in their cars 
in the parking lot and connect to internet from there. 
When you’re using WiFi, your computer is automati-
cally assigned an IP address. The IP address can be 
tracked to get your personal info. 

Using proxies allows you to hide your IP to 
do whatever you want without being tracked but 
[proxies can be used to both hack others and protect 
yourself.]

Q: Have you ever been caught?
A: No.

Q: Did you ever hack into other programs?
A: That would be called “cracking” which is basi-

cally the reverse engineering of software. I used to do 
a little bit of that. Not too successful though. It’s very 
hard to learn because many of the sites that teach you 
this kind of knowledge are in foreign languages like 
Russian and Chinese. It’s [also] hard to learn because 
you can’t practice it.

Q: Do you still hack?
A: Not really. Right now I am in a project trying to 

recover my friend’s stolen e-mail password. It involves 
setting up a fake login. u

13in-depth

 —by Brian Kim and Melody Zhang
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The two students met for the first time at Shimizu’s 
house, where Shimizu showed Chiang the basics.

“I started out with just some safety rules so that [Chiang] 
and other people wouldn’t get hurt,” said Shimizu. “Then, 
I showed her the proper form, which would help her shoot 
better.”

After about half an hour of learning vocabulary and 
technique, Chiang was ready to hit the range. She stepped 
out into Shimizu’s backyard, where the coach had set up a 
target for her to practice on. For the next hour, she learned 
how to shoot as Shimizu watched from a distance and gave 
her some pointers.

“Well, I got a peek into archery at Redwood [Middle 
School], so it wasn’t too hard learning archery,” said Chiang, 
“but when I first started out, I was relatively surprised that 
I shot the arrow into the target since I haven’t done archery 
for a while,” said Chiang. 

For the final day, Shimizu had a surprise planned for his pupil. He told Chiang that 
in order to challenge her, he wanted to compete against her in a one-on-one match 

up.
“I decided to have sort of a competition at the end just to see how well she would 

do,” said Shimizu. “It was more of an assessment of her than a real competition be-
tween us.”

Chiang said that she felt anxious when she heard Shimizu’s idea.
“When I first heard about the competition, I felt kind of nervous, since Kevin is way 

better at archery than me, but as time went on, I grew more confident,” said Chiang. 
Shimizu’s experience showed in the challenge, as he hit a bulls-eye with three of 

his four arrows. Chiang, however, despite being new to the sport, was a very close 
second. Two of her arrows hit bulls-eyes and the other two were both inside the rings. 
Both Chiang and Shimizu were surprised with the results, but Chiang said that she 
was expecting to do well because she had such a talented coach.

“[Shimizu] was a good coach and he taught me a lot of helpful tips,” said Chiang. 
Shimizu said that coaching archery for the first time ever was an interesting experi-

ence, but that it was also a lot of fun and very rewarding.
“It was different because I wasn’t up there shooting as much, but I was instructing 

more,” said Shimizu. “It was interesting to see it from a third-person point of view.”

Brittany Judoprasetijo

Brittany Judoprasetijo

Student:
Jennifer

Chiang, 9Freshman Jennifer Chiang first held a violin when she 
was in third grade. For six years, she has been accus-

tomed to the feel of a bow in her hands and the sweet 
melody it produces as it hits the strings. But, what would 
happen if she were told to drop her violin and grab a dif-
ferent kind of bow for the first time? Chiang found out for 
herself over February break, when The Falcon pulled her 
out of the concert hall and dropped her into the midst of 
an archery range.

Chiang was coached by junior Kevin Shimizu, who first 
learned how to shoot a bow in seventh grade.

“My dad had done archery in college so he bought me 
my own bow and decided to teach me,” said Shimizu. “I 
was excited because I thought it was really cool. Not many 
people do archery, especially in their backyards.”

Right on target
by Brittany Judoprasetijo 

and Rahul Thakker

Coach:
Kevin

Shimizu, 11

MADE
DAY 1

Brittany Judoprasetijo

DAY 2

DAY 3
After working with traditional recurve bows on day one, Chiang 

and Shimizu moved on to the more complicated compound 
bow. Shimizu said the main difference between the two bows is that 
the compound is more mechanized, making it easier for the archer 
to draw the string.

“The compound bows are easier to pull because they have cams 
which rotate so that you are actually holding less than the weight 
of the tension on the string,” said Shimizu. “That directly helps you 
hold the bow better and makes it more stable.”

Chiang said that the compound bows were initially harder to use, 
but became easier after practicing several rounds.

“At first, compounds bows were harder mainly because I wasn’t 
used to it, hence why my first shots with the compound bow were 
quite off,” she said. “But once you’ve used the compound bow for 
a while, it’s actually a bit easier than the traditional because there’s 
less stress on your arm once you get it all the way back.”

Chiang practiced for another hour, and Shimizu said that she made 
great progress in both her ability and her comfort level.

“I just had her shoot, and if I saw something she could improve 
on I would point it out,” said Shimizu. “She just figured out what 
was best for her and she became really good.”
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Two students take MTV’s “Made” 
challenge to learn archery and 
guitar in less than a week

Coach:
Eric Jung, 10

Student:
Regina Lee, 9

Lee arrived to practice proud to show off her newly acquired talents. 
She effortlessly maneuvered her fingers into several positions and 

began strumming different beats to the song “Time of Your Life.”
“I don’t think I’m that great, but at least now I can play some songs,” 

said Lee.
Jung ploughed through the lesson, testing Lee with her guitar 

knowledge and skills. Lee finally was able to play “Say It Ain’t So” by 
Weezer and name all the chords used in the song.

“She really has come a long way, and it’s more because of her deter-
mination to be a guitarist than my teaching,” said Jung. 

Jung and Lee both played different parts to the song “Say It Ain’t 
So” and formed their own little band.

Melody Zhang

Melody Zhang

Jung provided his own guitar for freshman Lee to take home 
and acquired sophomore Freddie Chua’s electric guitar for 

guidance.  The day began with the basics. First, Jung taught Lee 
the names of the strings and the names of simple chords. Jung 
had these written down for Lee to take home and practice.

“I didn’t really have to force her to memorize anything,” said 
Jung. “She picked up on everything so fast, that it was like she 
had already been acquainted with a guitar.”

After spending a mere 30 minutes learning the names and 
shapes of chords and strings, Jung got down to the meat of the 
lesson: the song, “Time of Your Life” by Green Day. Jung went 
over strumming patterns and the switching of chords. Lee took 
all the information in and exerted it in her playing.

“Eric’s a good teacher, and I think I did really well for my 
first lesson,” said Lee. “My random strumming actually sounded 
like a song.”

Melody Zhang

Regina Lee is an overachieving freshman. She’s 
got good grades and she’s got good friends, but 

there’s something missing in her life. She’s never 
fulfilled one passion: music.

“I’ve wanted to learn [how to play] the guitar for 
so long now, but learning on your own and finding 
a good teacher willing to teach you are just so hard,” 
said Lee.

Sophomore Eric Jung stepped up to the plate and 
took on the role of the coach. Having played the guitar 
for over four years and being the only guitarist for the 
school orchestra, Jung seemed to be a good choice to 
be a guitar coach. Jung, however, was skeptical that 
Lee would be able to play after just four days of one-
hour lessons.

“Learning [to play] the guitar decently can’t be 
done in five days,” said Jung. “I doubt we’ll get any-
where, but we’ll see how this goes.” 

Rockin’ Out
by Sulmaan Hassan 

and Nathan Kim

Lesson three began with a little more efficiency than the previous two 
lessons. Lee came back having diligently practiced the material given 

to her. Jung reviewed what was learned previously and tested Lee to see 
if she had done her homework. She had. She was now playing “Time of 
Your Life” by Green Day with more ease and less frustration. Seeing that 
Lee was in the exact position that Jung hoped for, it was time to move on 
to the solos.

“I’ve seen so far that she’s very determined and is progressing faster 
than the average person probably would,” said Jung. “I’m sure she’s ready 
for anything.”

Melody Zhang

After a long night of practicing on Jung’s guitar, Lee arrived ready to show 
what she had been practicing.

“I was really surprised that she actually valued my teaching and practiced 
everything I taught her,” said Jung.

The second day progressed slower than the first, focusing on more ad-
vanced techniques that took more time to get down. Jung taught Lee tech-
niques such as barring and fretting, which involve holding all the strings 
down with one finger. Lee took on these challenges valiantly. 

“Barring is pretty advanced, so she needs to work on finger strength, but 
her finger agility is definitely there,” said Jung.

“Say It Ain’t So” by Weezer, song number two on Lee’s list, involves some 
serious barring. Although she struggled at first, Lee still managed to complete 
the lesson with an idea of how to play the song.

DAY 1

DAY 2

DAY 3

DAY 4
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During our daily surfing of Yelp.
com, an online community open 
to the public to submit reviews, 

we came across Ego Mechanix Salon. As 
one of Yelp’s highest rated salons, we 
were instantly intrigued. The posted on-
line photos boasted a modern and edgy 
atmosphere, and the reviews promising 
a life-changing haircut was enough for 
us to pick up the phone and make an 
appointment. Surprisingly, and unlike 
most upscale salons, we were able to 
make appointments for both of us on 
the same day.

Annum: I was feeling a little ner-
vous, afraid I would 
stick out considering 
that many reviews 
referred to the hair 
salon as “hip” and 
“trendy.” When Emily 
and I found the salon, 
we had to go up to the 
second floor. How-
ever, we accidentally 
went up to the third 
floor and we found 
ourselves standing 
in a tattoo parlor. I 
started to feel even more nervous, 
but everything was fine when we just 
turned around and went back to the 
second floor. 

When we entered the salon, I didn’t 
even have to wait. Lesley, my hairdress-
er, was all ready for me, so she took me 
to my chair and I told her exactly what 
I wanted in my haircut. After she got 
an idea, she took me to another chair to 
get my hair washed. Usually, my back 
and neck really hurt when I lie in the 
chair, but this time I didn’t even have to 
worry because the chair had a built in 
massager. After my hair was washed, 
Lesley cut my hair. She was really nice 
and we talked for a while, and after 
about 30 minutes, she blow-dried my 
hair straight. At the end, I felt like my 
hair was too short and I had too many 
bangs, but I knew that in a month or two, 
it would look a lot better and I had a nice 
experience getting my haircut with my 
friend Emily.

Emily: Being of Chinese decent, I’ve 
had my share of unfortunate Asian salon 
experiences. The end results were typi-
cally enough to assume the all too obvi-
ous language barrier between the stylist 
and me. Fed up with my culture’s often 
unusual way of hair styling, I opted for 
something different—something more 
relevant. 

After driving for about 15 minutes to 
get to the Ego Mechanix Salon in down-
town San Jose, we parked in a public 
lot with a nauseating fee of $3 per hour. 
Despite the weight of our overgrown 
hair, we were determined to keep our 
heads up. 

The actual entrance to the salon is up 
a twisted flight of stairs, which was con-

fusing. We actually 
walked into the tattoo 
parlor located above 
the salon before we 
awkwardly stumbled 
out and found the 
right floor. 

Because Annum 
was having her hair 
cut first, I was forced 
to wait. Settled in their 
overly minimalist art 
deco furniture and 
pampered with com-

plimentary tea and magazines, it felt like 
just minutes before it was my turn.

The stylist Lesley was attentive and 
professional. I was instantly smitten 
with her multiple body piercings and 
tattoo-covered arms. I was comforted 
to know that my edgy taste would be in 
good hands. The shampooing and the 
hair cut itself were comfortable and fun. 
Lesley was obviously very experienced 
and listened to my ideas. I came out with 
exactly the haircut I envisioned when I 
entered, and an even more embittered 
hatred of Asian salons.

Both: The actual haircutting ser-
vices at Ego Mechanix proved to be 
well thought out and skillfully executed. 
However, we strongly recommend that 
you are very specific with your stylist, 
as they tend to be very set in their own 
vision. Overall, Ego Mechanix was a fun 
and fulfilling experience. It was literally 
like stepping into a hipster’s vintage-
inspired track shoes for the day. u

Ego Mechanix Salon
Drive from SHS: 15 mins
Location: 34 S first St., 
San Jose, Ca 95129
Phone: (408) 280-1275

by Emily Hsu
and Annum Hassan

Most students look forward to 
Halloween, Christmas, Easter 
or even Saint Patrick’s Day. 

Every year, however, I anticipate the 
Persian New Year because it represents 
both my culture and who I am as an 
Iranian-American. 

Persian New Year started Wednesday 
and lasts for about two weeks. Many 
festivities take place during this time 
period. Persian New Year also marks the 
first day of spring, my favorite time of 
year when the flowers are blossoming 
and love is in the air. 

I would say that for the most part, 
I am an “Americanized” Persian girl. 
Unlike some of my fresh-off-the-boat 
Iranian buddies, I do not speak Farsi at 

home with my parents or blast Persian 
music in my car, nor do I watch Per-
sian movies. In fact, the only thing that 
really seems to keep me close with my 
heritage is the food placed on the table 
every night… yummy kabobs. 

Although my extended family is 
pretty close, our busy lives make it diffi-
cult to take the time to spend with those 
I love. During Persian New Year, how-
ever, I rekindle bonds with not only my 
relatives but also my Persian heritage. 

Spring-cleaning and other prepara-
tions before New Years are often hectic. 
We have to set the table with the seven 
items beginning with the letter S in Far-
si: garlic, apples, green grass, vinegar, 
some meal made out of wheat, a special 
berry and coins. We buy goldfish to put 
on the table, and I get to paint eggs too. 

Char Shambeh Soori is our first celebra-
tion, and a precursor to Persian New 
Year. Everyone in my family gets to-
gether at someone’s house and lines up 
to jump over the bonfires. We are sup-
posed to chant to get rid of evil spirits, 
but quite frankly I do not really believe 
in that superstition. I also usually just 

walk around the fires, considering my 
fear of landing in the fire and burning 
my legs off. I can imagine any non-Ira-
nian bystander who is unfamiliar with 
the tradition to find this festivity pretty 
barbaric, but who will have the last 
laugh when evil spirits are chasing them 
to their deathbed, huh? Just kidding.

The next celebration on the list is the 
official day of Persian New Years. This 
is probably the best day of the year, be-
cause I get to collect money from every 
family member, not to mention spend 
the day with those I care about most… 
Washington, Lincoln, Jackson and good 
old Franklin. It’s all about the Benja-
min’s baby. Usually my cousins and I 
head on over to the mall afterwards, 
eyeing all the items we can now buy. 
Unfortunately, I do not get to see my 
cousins on a daily basis, but during our 
New Years I become much closer with 
them. Sometimes we have sleepovers, or 
go to the beach boardwalk and bowl-
ing together. Regardless of what we 
are doing, I always love spending time 
with them and the holidays give me the 
perfect chance to do just that. 

Over the next week I travel around 
to visit my elders and pay my respects. 
They pay me back with cash. It’s only 
fair. Actually, to be honest, I really love 
visiting the elders in my family. They 
have a lot of wisdom and I really appre-
ciate learning from them. Usually dur-
ing these visits, the adults drink tea and 
eat sweets and speak unfamiliar Farsi 
words while my cousins and I have our 
best chance to connect with our elders. 

On the last day of the Persian New 
Years, my heart becomes overwhelmed 
with sadness. The next holiday to look 
forward to is Easter, but considering I 
am too old for Easter egg hunts, I am 
completely indifferent. The ending of 
the Persian New Year celebrations is 
marked by a holiday called Sizdeh Beh-
dar. On this day, hundreds of Persians 
meet at Vasona Park for picnics and 
socializing with the community. Some 
families play Frisbee, soccer and vol-
leyball. Some just sit around on blankets 
for chitchat. What ever the case, the 
most important thing is that we are all 
united together celebrating our common 
roots. u

I’m Purrr-sian
Sanaz Ghafouri

Persian New Year means March festivities

Salon volumizes hair 
as well as client’s ego

THECRITIC
Ego Mechanix Salon

How would your describe your 
style?
I’m random. It really depends on 
my mood. I’m style conscious, yet 
comfy.

How often do you go shopping? 
2-3 times a month.

What/who inspires you to dress 
the way you do? 
Magazines usually.

Where do you usually shop? 
Urban Outfitters, H+M, 
Anthropologie, Charlotte Russe, 
Forever 21.

How would your describe your 
style? 
My style is more about comfort 
than looks, but it’s a little bit of 
both.

How often do you go shopping? 
Once every six months.

What/who inspires you to dress 
the way you do? 
I’m not sure really. I just wear 
what I like.

Where do you usually shop? 
Hollister, American Eagle, 
Quiksilver, Pacsun, places like 
that.

––by Kavya Nagarajan

Jacket
Guess
$40.

Shoes
Converse
$30.

Tank Top
PacSun
$18.

Shirt
Urban 
Outfitters
$20.

Kimberly Dimicco, 10 Parth Dholakia, 9

STyLE FI
LE

S

Shirt
American Eagle
$35.

Shoes 
Nike
$90.

Jeans
Old Navy
$30-40.
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‘Lost’ runs viewers’ lives, leaves TV fans strand-

ABC’s Emmy-nominated drama 
“Lost” has kept viewers on their 
toes as the series unfolds into a 

suspenseful mystery. In fact, many of 
its viewers were curious enough to look 
beyond the show for answers to its mind-
boggling storylines. 

T h r o u g h o u t  t h e 
show’s first three sea-
sons, millions of view-
ers found themselves 
“lost” in the hype as they 
logged onto the Internet 
to play alternate reality 
games, hunt for spoilers 
and discuss theories and explanations 
with others across the globe.

Popular alternate reality game the 
LOST Experience was intended to hook the 
audience at home with a new direction 
to the storyline of the series. Started by 
ABC, the game took players on a mission 
to decipher the meanings of viral videos 
and mock websites, each of which would 
explain the original storyline.

Representing a whole new cast of 

characters, the LOST Experience showed 
viewers a parallel storyline that would tie 
in with the original, allowing those who 
could think outside the box to discover the 
meaning behind each video and website. 
Although there was no cash prize, the 
game managed to gather much popular-
ity because it served as a fix for craving 

viewers during the 
absence of the show 
for several months.

But for the impa-
tient, online fan sites 
served as sources for 
widespread rumors 
and spoilers to the 
series. Sites such as 

thetailsection.com and losttv-forum.com feed 
curious viewers with easy answers to the 
mysteries the series holds.

Although most sources are considered 
unreliable, the spoiler sites still attract at-
tention for those who like to pretend that 
they have finally figured everything out. 
Luckily, for those who want to shy away 
from spoilers, most sites explicitly warn 
readers before revealing the jaw-dropping 
answers.

by Brian Kim

although these four independent movies received limited public 
releases, they were acclaimed by movie critics across the world: 

Oscar-Worthy: 
The best indie flicks of 2007

Paris, je t’aime
Paris, je t’aime, which directly trans-

lates to “Paris, I Love You,” was one of 
the most strikingly beautiful movies of 
the year. It is a shame that it was not 
nominated for best cinematography 
because the simple visuals are breath-
taking. Perhaps it was snubbed because 
the academy was unsure what category 
to put it in, feature films or shorts. The 
film is actually comprised of 18 shorts 
all tied together by the common theme 
of love in Paris. 

Each short features an all-star cast as 
well as a famous director. The shorts are 
stylized and very different from each 
other. Several of them are silent films, 
subtitled, or feature several different 
language. 

The Darjeeling Limited
This poignant story about three 

brothers’ journey through India was 
completely ignored by the Academy. 
In fact, Wes Anderson has only been 
nominated for Best Screenplay once for 
his work on The Royal Tenenbaums, even 
though all his films go on to become cult 
favorites. 

The Darjeeling Limited deserved 
nominations writing for its comedic yet 
melancholy script, cinematography for 
its vibrant colors and sweeping shots 
of Indian villages, and acting by Owen 
Wilson and Academy Award winner 
Adrien Brody. 

Lars and the Real Girl
Although this quirky comedy about 

a man who finds companionship in a 
mail-order doll was nominated for Best 
Original Screenplay, it deserved far more 
nominations. Oscar-nominated Ryan 
Gosling deserved to be nominated again 
this year for his captivating performance 
as the delusional Lars. No other young 
actor has shown as much range as he 
has. The film was also snubbed for a 
nomination in the Best Picture category, 
which seemed to be an obvious shoo-in 
based on the films’ critical reception after 
it made the rounds at the film festivals 
last year.

Once
This endearing Irish film is an ex-

tremely low budget musical about 
love on the streets of Dublin. The song 
“Falling Slowly” received the Academy 
Award for Best Original Song but it was 
overlooked in every other category. 

The film is so honest and different 
from other musicals in the fact that 
instead of large musical numbers, it 
features soft folk music to convey the 
raw emotions of the title characters, 
something rarely seen.

The film, which is about street musi-
cians, never features the names of the 
title characters. Keeping the characters 
at a distance gives the film an objective 
effect, much like observing strangers 
on the street.

courtesy of www.blog.bleu-rouge.com

courtesy of www.timeout.com

courtesy of www.imdb.com

  —by Shamita Jayakumar

courtesy of www.vh1.com

Although most sources 
are considered unreliable, 

the spoiler sites still 
attract attention.

Comedian Dane Cook 
betrays comedic ethics

Dane Cook steals jokes. That 
should be enough to make 
any comedy fan stop listen-

ing to him. The sad part is, his fans 
are not fans of comedy, but rather of 
loud noises and constant arm flailing. 
I hope they only like him because they 
haven’t been exposed to good comedy 
and just don’t know any better.

Dane Cook’s Retaliation became the 
most successful comedy album debut 
since Steve Martin’s album in 1978. It 
beat many popular musicians by de-
buting at No. 4 on the billboard charts. 
This makes me seriously worried 
about my generation. 

I thought it was pretty disrespect-
ful when he stole from Steve Martin, 
Daniel Tosh, Joe Rogan and most 
famously Louis CK. But, when he stole 
from New York City-based comedian 
Demetri Martin, I took it personally. 
I have loved Demetri Martin since I 
was 11 because of his witty one-liners 
and hilarious drawings set to his soft 
guitar playing. Dane Cook never even 
defends his joke-stealing as mere co-
incidence because he was often in the 
same room as the original comedians 
when the joke was first told.

The theft is so blatant and almost 
word for word that it has prompted 
many side-by-side comparisons of 
the jokes in YouTube videos. The hate 
garnered for Cook has also prompted 
the website and global movement Dan-
eCookSucks.com.

He is the most hated comedian in 
the comedy world, but the most loved 
by intoxicated fraternity boys. It’s un-
nerving to know that even though he is 
banned from the some of most famous 
comedy clubs, it won’t affect him 
because his shows still sell out at every 
university he appears at.

He also has a complete lack of pro-
fessional courtesy, as he often bleeds 
into the set-time of other established 
comedians who later publicly express 
their hatred for him. What annoys me 
most is the fact that he doesn’t actually 
tell jokes. He has no punch lines. In-

stead of a joke, he makes a funny face 
or a rude sound and actually receives 
laughs from his intoxicated audience.

I have a theory that the fans who 
blindly follow Cook just haven’t been 
exposed to intelligent comedy that 
actually requires thought. Demetri 
Martin quit NYU law school right 
before graduation to pursue his dream 
of being a stand-up comedian. 

Although he used to be a writer for 
“Late Night with Conan O’Brien,” his 
jokes are not all self-deprecating like 
those of his former boss. He thrives off 
subtle humor and awkward situations. 
They are more simple observations 
and musings on daily life, much like 
legendary one-liner comedian Steven 
Wright.

Demetri Martin also uses a vari-
ety of methods to tell his jokes. He is 
among the highest ranks of musical 
comedians for his use of guitar and 
piano. He has toured with Grammy 
award winning comedy duo “Flight 
of the Conchords” and has even ap-
peared as their rival on their hit HBO 
show. His use of overhead projectors, 
large notepads and easels to display 
his witty drawings usually require no 
explanation.

The fact that the entire audience has 
to be under the influence of alcohol to 
find Cook’s screaming and immature 
gestures funny is pretty pathetic. It’s 
sad when a MadTV parody of a come-
dian is a lot funnier than the comedian 
himself. This is probably why Cook is 
destined for bargain DVDs at the bot-
tom of a Wal-Mart bin when Demetri 
Martin has projects lined up with Jon 
Stewart and Steven Spielberg.

It’s come to the point where I’d 
rather watch hours of C-SPAN than 
have to sit through 20 seconds of a 
Dane Cook ESPN commercial for the 
World Series. I change the channel, 
but I still can’t seem to escape him. 
Everywhere I look there are posters 
for his latest B movie starring Jessica 
Simpson, or people quoting him in the 
hallway and using his trademarked 
“superfinger,” the extension of both 
middle fingers because “the original 
lost potency.”

He recently broke the record for 
longest stand-up comedy show ever, 
clocking in at a torturous six hours. 
I can only hope the audience was 
comprised prisoners who were only 
given two choices: Dane Cook or water 
boarding. u

Booyakasha!

Shamita Jayakumar

courtesy of weblogs.newsday.com

Finally, for those who merely need to 
vent the theories from their mindscape, 
the Internet holds forums that run by user 
input. Like a group discussion, viewers 
can free their mind and, possibly, conjure 
more ideas.

Popular forums such as 4815162342.

com and losttalk.net, flood with user posts 
day by day from each episode’s end until 
the new episode’s beginning.

The possibilities are endless when it 
comes to LOST. The audience takes the 
series as more than just a show; it’s a 
lifestyle. u

LOST characters Sayid Jarrah and Jack Shephard talk as they travel across the island.
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Pop art icon Andy Warhol was right 
when he predicted that everyone 
in the future would be famous for 

15 minutes. The phenomenon of Internet 
celebrities and viral videos has made 
fame virtually accessible to anyone and 
everyone. People no longer have to pos-
sess actual talent to make it big.                                                 

There is no formula to creating the 
perfect viral video, the kind that gains 
widespread circulation through internet 
word of mouth due to it’s novelty. It 
has nothing to do with being stupid or 
incredibly creative. Whether it’s taking 
a picture of yourself every day for six 
years or crying about your undying love 
for Britney Spears, as long as it has the 
ability to entertain, it will inevitably rise 
to viral status.

And with fame comes money. Viral 
video “Chocolate Rain” singer Tay Zon-
day ended up touring the country and 
filming a Pepsi commercial. Australian 
party boy Corey Delaney shot to fame by 
acting arrogantly in a news interview the 
morning after he threw a legendary house 
party. He now works as a professional 
party thrower and club promoter.

Two former Saratoga High students 
really achieved Internet fame when 
their video became viral in a time before 
YouTube even existed. 2004 alumni Alex 
Yan and Michael Lin had no idea their 
lip-syncing the song “Milk and Cereal” 
in front of the Argonaut Center would 
become such a phenomenon.

“I have no idea how the video became 
so popular,” said Yan. “I, for one, did 
not tell anyone about the video. I have 

to admit it’s a little weird knowing that 
people know who I am when I’ve never 
met them before.”

Lin, who attends Stanford, uploaded 
the video onto a school hosted web-
site. It is unknown how many people 
watched the video on the Stanford 
server, but a couple years later, it has 
gained over 80,000 hits on YouTube.

“One day, a friend of mine told me 
that our “Milk and Cereal” rendition 
was on YouTube, and sent me a link to 
it,” said Yan. “To this day I still have 
absolutely no clue who put it on there, 
because I definitely didn’t!”

One great feature of YouTube is that 
the creators can hear people’s opinions 
about the video in the comments sec-
tion. Yan expressed that he always en-
joys reading all the YouTube comments 
even if they aren’t always nice. 

“To summarize, apparently I’m the 
weird, animated, and somewhat ho-
mosexual one, and Michael is the hot, 
cute, and attractive one,” said Yan. “I 
shouldn’t have volunteered for the role 
of the guy who makes a fool of himself, 
but I guess that’s more me.”

The video has drawn so much atten-
tion that the stars even get recognized in 
public. Yan has often been approached 
at random and asked if he was one of 
the guys in the video. 

“I have on a few occasions walked 
into a restaurant, coffee shop or gro-
cery store where I was approached by 
a complete stranger who recognized 
me from the video, which always feels 
very weird,” said Yan. “It’s fun, though. 
On rare occasions I get to meet random 
strangers without even trying!” u

BECOME AN INTERNET CELEBRITY

TOP TEN WAyS TO BECOME FAMOUS

TOPTEN

1

8

7

6

5

4

3

2

10

9

Submit a candy wrapper joke of the day that’s actually funny.
Ha ha....?

Break Peter Griffin’s world record for most nickels consumed.
Just make sure to eat lots of carrots too, so you won’t go blind.

Invent Chocolate-nog.
Chocolate milk, egg-nog, someone needs to make the connection.

Buy a brand new BMW and drive to school with it...
...Somewhere other than Saratoga.

Get really hot. 
go to the gym and lay off the Chocolate-nog.

Buy five pages of space in the yearbook, and put a full-page 
picture of your face on every one. 

Hack into the server and change your grade.
Since you won’t be a celebrity if you don’t get caught, make sure there 
are sufficient clues scattered around to ensure your seizure. 

Fail out of Saratoga High School.

Change your first name to something no one else is called.
Holden is a great choice.

Have absolutely no talent, make a show on the Disney Channel, 
then become rich with the love of millions of pre-teens.

...when you lack actual talent
“In the future, everyone will be famous for 
fifteen minutes.”

by Shamita Jayakumar

Saratoga alumni Alex yan and Michael Lin sing the popular children’s song “Milk and 
Cereal” on youTube. The video has garnered over 80,000 views and caused the graduates 
to be recognized in public.

HOW TO BE FAMOUS

\— Andy Warhol
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HOW TO BE FAMOUS
CLIMB THE SOCIAL LADDER

1
2
3
4
5
6

You’re in Hollywood, but you’ve got no talent, no connections and even fewer 
friends. How does one climb to the top? Time to socialize.

Step One: Hit the clubs.
That’s where you’ll find the most social of the social class. You can schmooze with 

professional party people like Kim Kardashian, Paris Hilton and Brody Jenner. Dance, 
converse and take pictures of yourself, but stay away from the drugs. Those are bad. 
With any luck, you’ll have at least five numbers at the end of the night.

Step Two: Paparazzicize yourself.
The only way to get in the news is to have pictures of you doing things you nor-

mally do every day. Hire photographers to take pictures of you all day. Go grocery 
shopping, bike riding or dog walking with someone you met from the clubs. Avoid 
exposing yourself, however. No one wants to see that.

Step Three: Become mentally unstable.
You’ve been in the clubs and in the papers, but news about you is dying down. 

Have temper tantrums about your Starbucks, and demand too much from your as-
sistants. Throw phones if you have to. There is a 90 percent chance that Dr. Phil will 
knock on your door to offer his psychological expertise. Listen intently but don’t 
believe him. He’s not a real doctor.

Step Four: Romantic expeditions.
After everyone knows that you are a little off center you can settle down in a 

relationship. Take it slow, though, and avoid arguments and conflict. Relationship 
problems in the public can be a disaster. Once you’ve found Mr. Right (money, fame, 
money) you can release your home videos. Not any regular Christmas day home 
videos, however. You need to make sex tapes. Deny any knowledge of the release 
and pretend to lay low while giving press conferences apologizing to the American 
public.

Step Five: Break it up.
Have a long, drawn out divorce and blame everything on your spouse, even if 

you have to make things up. Take every penny you can and get out of there fast! If 
Heather Mills can do it to Paul McCartney, so can you.

Step 6: Repeat!
Now you’re famous, but you need to keep repeating to keep yourself from being 

phased out on the social ladder that is fame.

A long line of people wait outside 
a large building in San Francisco 
on a cold day in December. They 

arrived early in the morning and have 
been waiting for hours, hoping for a 
shot to get on television. 

America’s Next Top 
Model hosted this lo-
cal casting call, which 
searched for contes-
tants and offered the 
chance to become the 
next big reality star, so 
seniors Megan Lee and 
Vivian Wang decided 
to try out. 

“We walked down 
the line and it was re-
ally, really intimidating 
because all the girls 
were insanely pretty and they were 
all dressed up and taller than me,” 
said Lee.

A relatively new addition to televi-
sion, auditioning for reality shows can 
provide a quick and accessible way for 
ordinary people to earn fame while 
being watched by millions of viewers. 
The public’s will to do anything to 
get on television has led to the rapid 
growth of the genre. These shows cre-
ated stars like fashion model Adrianne 
Curry, who rose to fame after winning 
the first season of America’s Next Top 
Model.

Through reality shows, anyone can 
become a celebrity without any actual 

talent, but often contestants must en-
dure disgusting foods on shows like 
Fear Factor or have their every move 
recorded for public scrutiny on shows 
like Big Brother. Other popular shows 
attempt to find soul mates for celebri-
ties, like Flavor of Love for rapper “Fla-
vor Flav” or A Shot at Love for model 

Tila Tequila. Even 
when shows end, 
the fame doesn’t 
have to. Shows 
like Dancing with 
the  Stars ,  The 
Gauntlet, Celebrity 
Rap Superstar and 
other spinoffs 
take  popular, 
dramatic real-
ity stars and put 
them back in the 
limelight, like Tif-

fany “New York” Pollard who created 
her own show I Love New York after 
appearing on Flavor of Love.

Since its start in 2003, America’s Next 
Top Model has had 10 successful sea-
sons, awarding each season’s winner 
with a contract with a top modeling 
agency. Naturally, thousands of girls 
attended casting calls, which were held 
around the country, making competi-
tion for the spot extremely tough. 

 “At first I didn’t think I would do 
it, but everyone said I should do it and 
just see what happens. We find out [if 
we made it] in April,” said Lee. “I really 
hope I get on the show, but I know its 
not going to happen.” u

BECOME A REALITy STAR
by Allen Liu

LEE

Senior Megan 
Lee attended 
an amer ica’s 
next Top Model 

Cycle 11 casting call in San 
francisco.
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The varsity boys’ volleyball team 
went into their regular season 
ranked first in the smaller school 

CCS league. Ensuing games will deter-
mine whether the team will be able to 
finish with that spot. 

The team is trying to make up for the 
loss of key players from last year, such as 
“07 graduate Ammar Kothari, a skilled 
passer.

“Losing Ammar left us short of a re-
ally good passer, but everyone’s stepped 
up their game a lot to play that position,” 
said senior Jason Chun.

The team consists mostly of seniors 
who have been playing together for two 
years. 

“We really miss Ammar,” said Chun. 
“But, the extra year has given us even bet-
ter understanding of each other’s playing, 
making us a better team.”

In addition to their skill development, 
the seniors have improved physically, 
improving their condition, which gives 
them an advantage on the court.

Although the team is currently ranked 
third in the Santa Clara Valley Athletics 
league, the players do not doubt that they 
will be able to regain their pre-season 
rank, as they have had many victories 
since the beginning of the season.

“If we continue to play the way we 

are, we’ll definitely be able to get that 
spot,” said senior Mike Vetrone.

Their biggest competition will be 
Homestead, to whom they lost with a 
score of 3-2 in their very first game on 
March 4.

“Homestead definitely has improved 
their game,” said Chun. “We’ve been 
able to make up for our small weakness 
in passing, so I think we definitely have 
a chance of beating them.”

Chun’s prediction unfortunately did 
not hold true as they lost 1-3 against 
Homestead on Friday, March 14.

It was really disappointing because 
I know we could have played better,” 
said Vetrone. “We all wanted to win this 
game, but it just didnt seem liek that 
while we were playing.”

The boys redeemed themselves, how-
ever, during their weekend tournament 
at Willow Glen, where they had  three 
wins and only one loss.

“After our loss on friday it felt good 
to play well at the tournament,” said 
Vetrone, “I still think we’re going to 
have a strong season.”

The player’s improved capabilities 
leave little doubt in the team’s mind 
that they will be able to regain their 
high ranking.

“It’s our senior year,” said Chun. 
“We’re ready to play and finish this sea-
son off well and without obstacles.” u

May 18 2008
Logitech Ice Arena, San Jose CA

WE NEED VOLUNTEERS
Musicians, bloggers, sales, 

skaters, all welcome
Community service certificates available

First 25 volunteers get a prize!
Email: catherinewang91@gmail.com

 or call 408-725-8013

Looking for recipes from Saratoga High School Commu-
nity, teachers,  staff, students, families, parents 

(heart healthy or good for the brain  :))
We are creating cookbook for the Global Ischemia Fund 

formerly Kathleen Davey Fund) and Heart Rhythm Founda-
tion and American Heart Association

Dedicated to Kathleen Davey; Honorary Chair: Jack Gro-
gan

Donations to GLobal Ischemia Fdn, Am Heart Assn, 
Heart Rhythm Fdn

Post comments on http://heartskate.blogspot.com
Faculty advisor: Mr. Arnaldo Rodriguex

SHS Skating Club: pres: Catherine Wang, Class of 2009
 Exec comm: Brianna Troxell, Crystal Lin, 

Kimberly Hui, Jenn Tran

Music by Mr. Paul Page 
Choreography: SHS Skating Club

heartskate
SWIMMING

by Neyha Bhat

by Michael Chen

Falcons look to rebound 
from pair of early losses

Conditioning, training regimen 
become early season focus 

BOyS’ VOLLEyBALL

Early in the swim season this year, 
members of the JV teams could be 
found in an unusual place: around 

the track, running laps to build stamina.
 Building stamina in various activities 

is part of new head coach Cristin Re-
ichmuth’s plan to prepare the team for 
the coming season.

A former triathlete, Reichmuth believes 
in the importance of the basics and foun-
dation. She hopes 
to help swimmers 
develop solid ba-
sic technique  and 
core endurance.

“Arms are one 
thing, and legs are 
another,” said Re-
ichmuth. “But it’s 
the core that makes 
both of them hap-
pen.”

To build the 
swimmers’ stami-
na, Reichmuth is focusing more heavily on 
dryland workouts than previous coaches. 
She also devotes each week to a specific 
skill or stroke in order to focus and im-
prove on basic techniques.

Reichmuth, 34, began coaching twenty 
years ago, when she was 14. She coaches 
both adults and children, organizes vari-
ous triathlon clinics and camps for both 
adults and children, and co-founded two 
local triathlon clubs. 

She is currently taking the place of 
former coach Kristen Thomson, who is 
on maternity leave. 

While Reichmuth hopes to win more 
dual meets this season, she considers the 
team experience more important.

“My specialty is motivation, and actu-

ally teaching swimmers life lessons that 
pass from athletics into the classroom and 
last for life,” said Reichman. “I’m really 
excited that this is not a cut sport, because 
it allows everyone to challenge their abili-
ties and become better at something. My 
focus is for [the swimmers] to have a great 
time and have personal bests.”

For the first month of the season, 
Reichmuth coached the JV teams, while 
assistant coach Christian Bonner led 
the varsity swimmers. Starting in the 

fifth week, how-
ever, Reichmuth 
took charge of the 
girls while Bonner 
coached the boys.

For  the f irst 
time in several 
years, the team is 
planning to sport 
a diver. Reichmuth 
hopes that out-
standing freshman 
Lauren Gardanier 
will  help score 

enough points to help Saratoga win more 
dual meets. 

Time trials were held March 7. Re-
ichmuth predicts that, as was in previous 
years, the team will be led by seniors Ryan 
Hinshaw and Hayes Hyde; juniors Ben 
Hinshaw, Brad and Matt Murray; and  
freshman Adam Hinshaw.

The team participated in its first meet 
on March 14 at Monta Vista and second 
meet at Los Altos yesterday, but results 
could not be included due to printing 
deadlines. u

More information about the swim 
team’s schedules, results, as well as 
information about the Body and Mind 
foundation and can be found at www.
bodyandmindsolutions.com

My specialty is motivation, 
and actually teaching 

swimmers life lessons that 
pass from athletics into the 
classroom and last for life...

My focus is for the swimmers 
to have a great time.”

“

—swimming coach Cristin Reichmuth

Senior Doug Sabella spikes the ball during the game against Wilcox on March 12.
courtesy of pro Image Studios
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by Rahul Thakker 
and Brian Tsai

Preseason changes disappoint Falcons

nikhil Sheel

It was a regular afternoon practice for the 
varsity tennis players on Feb. 27. With the 
new varsity team recently set, its members 

had been practicing for the upcoming tennis 
tournament in Fresno and waiting for the of-
ficial roster to be completed. All that changed, 
however, within the next few minutes. 

Coach Kevin White, who has coached the 
Saratoga boys’ varsity tennis team for more 
than four years, announced that he was leav-
ing his position to become the school’s tennis 
director. In this new position, White will act as 
a supervisor for both the JV and varsity teams. 
White said Saratoga got the idea of introduc-
ing the tennis director position from Sacred 
Heart Prep, where it has worked well.

White switched into his new position due 
to personal events—he recently became a 
father.

White also coaches girls’ basketball, mean-
ing he could spend less time on boys’ tennis 
than before.

To fill in his old position, White contacted 
his friend Bruce Brinkman. Brinkman, having 
worked for USTA Norcal, other high schools 
and tennis organizations, agreed to become 
Saratoga’s new coach. This year, he is look-
ing to incorporate some of his own changes 
into the team.

“Some of the doubles teams need some 
sharpening up right now,” said Brinkman. “I 
think with a little more work and a little more 
practice with matches, we’ll have a good shot 
at CCS.”

Another big change that occurred the same 
day was the cancellation of the annual Fresno 
tournament trip. Since White was still coach-
ing girls’ basketball, arrangements for the trip 
were harder to make. Thus, the team lacked 
essential arrangements such as transportation. 
In addition, many of the top-ranked schools 
that regularly participated in the tournament 

dropped out this year. 
“It used to be a very competitive tourna-

ment, the top tournament in the state quite 
frankly,” said White. “About six or seven of 
the top teams that came down from Sacra-
mento aren’t coming down this year. It had to 
do with something with their winter vacation, 
so they weren’t coming down. Jesuit didn’t 
come, Rio Americana, and Mira Costa couldn’t 
come...Had the tournament stayed strong, we 
would have gone.”

Several team members were disappointed 
with the cancellation of the trip.

“I was kind of annoyed because this was 
my first year on the tennis team, and I was 
looking forward to it over winter break,” said 
sophomore Aditya Joshi. “Still, I understand 
the situation and I’ll have to accept it.”

The most anticipated match of the season 
by far was the Falcons’ March 12 contest with 
Menlo.  The Falcons were near defeat, but No. 
1 singles player John Lamble won straight sets 
6-0, 6-1 and the No. 3 doubles team of senior 
Sameet Ramakrishnan and freshman Michael 
Chang pulled out an impressive victory to 
lead the Falcons to a 4-3 win.

The Falcons’ match against Monta Vista 
on March 11 was simply preparation for their 
match against powerhouse Menlo. The team 
won 6-1 despite the fact that Lamble did not 
play. Seniors Michael Wu and Emerson Lin 
won a tough match as the No. 2 doubles 
team.

Going into their first game of the season on 
March 4, the Falcons were confident, and they 
defeated Los Gatos 7-0. All players got away 
with at least one “bagel,” a term used when 
a set is won 6-0. Freshman Nikhil Jayashan-
kar made his debut playing No. 1 singles in 
Lamble’s place while sophomore Andrew 
Hsieh got moved up to No. 4 singles.

“I wasn’t exactly nervous, because I heard 
from the other players that [Los Gatos] wasn’t 
one of the stronger teams in our division,” said 
Jayashankar. 

STAFF FOOTBALL GAMEGOLF

Despite half of last year’s starting 
lineup returning to play for the 
team this year, the golf team has 

had a rough start to its season. The team 
is struggling to cope with the loss of five 
of its senior players. 

Rival Los Gatos dominated the Falcons 
at the Wildcats’ home course, La Rincon-
ada, on March 10. The Falcons suffered a 
dismal defeat with a 
cumulative score of 
225, 41 strokes more 
than Los Gatos’s 184. 
None of the players 
from the team played 
well that day.

Although the top 
players are in a peculiar slump, freshman 
Andrew Cho has been able to shoot in 
the low 40s, an amazing feat for a young 
player.

The gap left by the graduated seniors 
has allowed other players, specifically 
freshman Cho and Kent Paisley, the 
chance to shine. The freshmen not only 
made the cut but also have emerged as 
key players. They are the hope for the 
future of Saratoga golf. 

On March 13, the team suffered a close 
205-203 loss to Monta Vista at Shoreline 
Golf Links. 

While No. 1 and 2 players junior Ste-
phen Hoffman and junior J.B. Lee posted 
up scores of 41 and 38, respectively, the 
team still lost. Saratoga had previously 
beaten the Matadors in the first round 
of the year. This match, however, brings 
hope for the future of the team, as the 
cumulative score for the team was a 205 
on a par-36 course. 

No. 3 Cho posted a 
score of 40 while the 
No. 4 and 5 players 
seniors Patrick Chang 
and Stephen Wu posted 
up low scores of 44 and 
41, respectively. Despite 
some trouble on the 

rugged greens of Shoreline Golf Links, 
Cho played a consistent round, while Lee 
was able to post his lowest score of this 
season. It was a surprising defeat for the 
Falcons. The Monta Vista team played 
well, with surprisingly consistent scores 
of 38, 42, 47, 41, 41, and 41. 

The Falcons’ sub-par performance so 
far this year has disheartened the team 
greatly, but they are hoping to turn it 
around. u

by Patrick Chang 
and Kelly Lamble

Rebuilding Falcons lose 
by 41 strokes to Wildcats

The team is struggling to 
cope with the loss of five 

of its senior players.

Sophomore singles player Eric Gast follows through on a fore-
hand winner against Lynbrook during a March 13 match.

Brittany Judoprasetijo

BOyS’ TENNIS

CLUTCH HANDS By TORRENS

History teacher Matt Torrens hauls in a running catch for the junior team in 
their friendly staff lunch football game on March 14. The sophomore teach-
ers pulled out a victory against the freshmen teachers, while the senior 
teachers dominated the junior teachers on the other half of the field. 
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SOFTBALL

TRACK AND FIELD

Junior Tim yen sprints down the stretch run of his leg of the 4x100 meter relay race in the 
Falcons’ opening home track meet against Homestead on March 7.

Brittany Judoprasetijo

Senior Erica Baba follows through a game against Kings Academy, March 11.

Melody Zhang

by Ashley Chou

by Mabel Hsu home run and a grand slam, respectively, 
in a second game against Prospect.

In the most recent game, played on 
March 13 against Silver Creek High, Sara-
toga lost 4-6. Two days before that, on 
March 11, Saratoga won 12-7 against King’s 
Academy. 

On March 4, the Lady Falcons played 
an exciting game. Since the softball game 
was played until it became dark, the umpire 
had to stop the game halfway through an 
inning. The final score was based upon 
the previous inning. Prospect had been up 
23-21, but in the last inning, Saratoga was 
up 20-22, so Saratoga won the game.   
 In the second game against Prospect on 
Feb. 28, the girls dominated the other team, 
winning 10-0. The first game of the season 
was against Willow Glen, on Feb. 26, when 
the girls lost in a close game, 13-14. 

“We’ve got some good goals set for the 
team and we hope to perform at our best as 
the season goes on,” said Palma. 

The team hopes to continue to build their 
strength and be competitive in league. 

“This year I feel like our team can only 
get stronger because we didn’t lose that 
many players. I feel like since we still have 
a close group of girls, we will just join 
together and make this season great,” said 
Ruddy. u

The new season has brought in fresh 
talent for the Lady Falcons. The 
girls lost two seniors to graduation 

last year, but it has not affected the team 
greatly. 

“We are looking forward to building the 
strength of our new pitchers at both the JV 
and varsity levels. We have a lot of talented 
freshmen and sophomores who came in 
with a lot of promise, and we hope to shape 
them into confident and productive ball 
players,” said head coach Tony Palma. 

One of the new players causing excite-
ment within the team is freshman Megan 
Brading, the team’s newest pitcher. 

“It’s a big deal because we haven’t had 
an [experienced] pitcher for two or three 
years now. Now that we have a player that 
plays pitcher, it’s a huge plus for our team,” 
said junior outfielder Satomi Ishikawa. 

With a solid pitcher, the rest of the girls 
continue to practice hard everyday and the 
results are evident.  

Sophomore Cathryn Paolini, second 
baseman, hit a home run her first time at bat 
during the first game of the season against 
Prospect High School. Returning players 
junior shortstop Laura Ruddy and senior 
third baseman Jackie Gragnola also hit a 

In the meet on March 13, Saratoga once 
again came out on top in all divisions 
against Cupertino. 
“The varsity girls just barely won, 

while the JV boys won pretty comfortably 
and the other two divisions of varsity and 
JV won by a huge amount,” said head 
coach Peter Jordan. 

After four weeks of rigorous exercise, 
a week-long recovery helped the team re-
energize, itching for competition.  

A new coaching staff also made chang-
es and added motivation. 

This season’s new staff includes sprint 
coach Will Alleshouse, boys’ cross country 
coach Jerry Banks, hurdles coach Allison 
Burzio, sprint coach Rick Ellis, sprints 
and long jump coach David Lii and high 
jump coach Joe Ols. Shot putt and discus 
coach Daniel Wallace and high jump and 
long jump coach Elie Younes returned 
this year. 

“We have a solid coaching staff,” said 
head coach Peter Jordan. “We don’t have 
coaches who are out there every day. For 
example, we have a high jump coach 
who’s only out there one day a week, but 
despite that we’re structured in a way that 
seems to be working.” 

New changes include a more standard-
ized attendance system, along with set 
warm-up routines and a clear division 
between the different events of track and 
field. 

“We’ve got two P.E. classes out there on 
top of everything else so it makes things 
kind of crazy sometimes,” said Jordan, 
who also teaches at seventh period physi-
cal education course. “But we’ve built in 

those routines to help get people to be 
more efficient so we’re not wasting a lot 
of time.”

Along with a more routine system, the 
coaches started out the first four weeks by 
testing every athlete in each category of 
events. This has been especially reward-
ing when the team runs short of athletes 
for certain events. 

“It’s been beneficial in one sense be-
cause when we have holes that we need 
to fill in, the coaches have gone back to 
those tests that we did at the beginning 
of the season to pick the ones that seem to 
be the most suited for the event we need 
to fill in,” said Jordan.

Success was evident at the March 7 
meet against Homestead, with a 257-216 
win. 

The varsity girls dominated the track. 
There were outstanding performances by 
junior Ashley Cole, who came in first for 
the long jump and triple jump, and senior 
Nicole Sabes, who also placed first in the 
800-meter and 200-meter events. Junior 
Elizabeth Shin took the lead in shot putt 
and discus for JV.  

In the boys’ division, senior Walter 
Lam placed first in the 100-meter and 
300-meter hurdles. Senior Mike Marshall 
also scored major points in the 400 and 
200-meter races. 

Sophomore Ben Clement also placed 
first in the 100-meter and 300-meter 
hurdles for the frosh-soph boys. 

“As far as the performance of the ath-
letes, I’m pretty happy,” said Jordan.  

With such promising prospects in the 
first two meets, the track and field team 
hopes to have an even more successful 
season than in years past. u

Pre-season conditioning sets up consecutive wins 

Talented freshmen bring 
hopes of future success
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Loss of star pitcher puts Falcons in a tough spot
by Lyka Sethi

Falcons succeed in first match of the season

BASEBALL

Senior Myles Hornberger pitches in a game last year. Hornberger 
recently broke his arm, putting strain on the Falcon team.

BADMINTON

As the season gets underway, the baseball team 
faces several challenges that have been thrown 
its way. The team suffered early losses to schools 

including Santa Cruz, San Lorenzo and Wilcox, but has 
also managed to gain several close wins. 

They recently rebounded with three consecutive 
wins. The boys defeated Lynbrook 3-2 on March 11, 
beat Fremont 4-2 on March 8 and plastered Harker 8-1 
on March 5.

A major loss the team suffered last week was that of 
their star pitcher, Myles Hornberger, who spiral frac-
tured his humerus bone —an upper arm injury— while 
pitching at the game against Monta Vista on March 13. 
The teams were tied in the seventh inning. Hornberger 
had struck two batters out, but on the third batter he 
fractured his bone as he was delivering a pitch. 

“The team’s morale got so low from our ace not be-
ing able to pitch that we couldn’t come back and win 
the game,” said junior outfielder Justin El-Diwany. 

Despite senior infielder pitcher Blake Paisley’s de-
cent pitching throughout the rest of the game, the team 
lost with a score of 3-2. 

Hornberger will not be able to play for the rest of 
the season, making the chances of getting into CCS a 
lot more difficult.

“Since he was our ace we can’t count on winning all 
the games he was going to pitch,” said El-Diwany. “But 
hopefully [junior pitcher Joey] Avery will do a good job 
for us on the mound by taking over.” 

The team went on to lose their second game without 
Hornberger against Mitty on March 15 with a score of 
10-7. However, they hope to rise to the challenge with 
their remaining players.

At their first tournament at Wilcox during the last 
week of February, they played three tough games that 
resulted in no wins. Their first game was against Wil-
cox, who dominated the Falcons 10-0, and their second 
game against Santa Cruz resulted in the same score. 
However, the third game against Harbor resulted in a 
closer loss, with a score of 9-8.

Avery, who also plays shortstop, has pitched good 

games and the team as a whole has put in a lot of effort 
in every game thus far. 

“We played some really tough teams, but hopefully 
when league starts we will start winning more of them,” 
said El-Diwany. 

At the game against San Lorenzo on March 3, the 
team managed to up their level of enthusiasm. The 
game resulted in a tie, with a score of 6-6.

“Joey Avery pitched a great game,” said El-Diwany. 
“He didn’t allow a hit to make it in the first three in-
nings.”

However, “mental errors” in the last inning contrib-
uted to the team’s inability to bring home a victory.

This season the team is almost entirely new. In addi-
tion to the incoming juniors, it includes freshman Dylan 
Pack and Greg Johnson and sophomore Grant Thomas. 
These players contribute both depth and support, and 
if they do well, will be kept on the team throughout the 
entire season. Although they are not usually picked to 
start, they “are good athletes and do their job,” accord-
ing to junior centerfielder Marcus Lefton.

“The freshmen have handled [being on varsity] re-
ally well. They haven’t let their nerves get to them,” 
said Lefton. “They’ve just been going out and doing 
the best they can for the team, and that’s all we can 
ask for.” 

Tshe team plans on working to improve the offensive 
side of its game, especially putting the ball into play 
more often. Players the team is counting on include 
senior outfielder Grant Thomas and senior outfielders 
Spencer Sutterlin and Michael Leonardi. Key hitters 
include Matt Keating, Avery and Lefton.

Coach Ray Burney, who has been at Saratoga for two 
years, is helping to motivate the boys to work hard.

“It’s my first year with [Burney],” said El-Diwany. 
“He does a good job of making us work stronger as a 
team by pushing us to do our best.”

They hope to continue their recent success through-
out the rest of the season.

“A lot can change,” said Hornberger. “The season 
just started, and the team has really been coming to-
gether during the last few games. I think [they] have a 
good shot at making league.”

Sophomore Annie Lee and senior Laura Lin get ready to return a hit at practice before the 
team’s first game against Palo Alto on March 14.

courtesy of pro Image Studios

by Tiffany Tseng
and Jocelyn Ye

With a new coach and the loss of 
several key players to gradua-
tion, the badminton team is off 

to a shaky start. However, daily practices 
and conditioning have helped the team to 
overcome many obstacles. The new coach, 
Peter Chen, said the most efficient way 
to improve is to maintain discipline and 
organization by encouraging the team to 
focus more on stretching before practice 
and concentrating on their games instead 
of socializing.

“I’m hoping 
that our players 
will know what 
t h e y ’ re  d o i n g 
during games, 
play their hard-
est and help each 
other out,” said 
Chen. “These fac-
tors will help bring the team up.”

Chen decided to separate the team 
into three smaller divisions of 24 players 
each. While only the varsity and JV teams 
compete in league games, the “training 
team” was put together to prepare under-
classmen who wish to pursue badminton 
throughout high school and need a chance 
to improve.

Chen hopes that with hard work from 
all players, the team will win at least 75 
percent of its games. 

“It shouldn’t be hard,” said Chen, “but 
I don’t know if there’s going to be enough 
time to get everyone ready.”

For this season, much of the team’s 
stronghold lies in varsity boys’ doubles 
and both girls’ and boys’ singles, with star 
players including seniors David Chock, 
Kevin Chiang, Andrew Shyu, and Emily 
Hur. Key games include the league power-

houses Monta Vista and Lynbrook High.
“In past years, we’ve struggled against 

the Monta Vista and Lynbrook teams be-
cause many of their players practice out-
side of school,” said senior Patrick Shen, a 
varsity singles player. “Hopefully, this year 
will be different.”

The team played its first away game at 
Palo Alto on March 13, winning 22-8.

Varsity one boys’ singles, boys’ doubles, 
girls’ doubles, girls’ singles and mixed 
teams all won their matches. The ad-
ditional wins of several varsity two and 
three players led Saratoga to a guaranteed 

victory.
“ T h e  g a m e 

was good, but the 
best part of it was 
that it was such 
an enlightening 
experience and 
made us all aware 
of our competi-
tion,” said senior 

Michael Su, a varsity mixed player.
Although most of the players were 

happy about the game, Chen did not feel 
the same.

“It was not good,” said Chen. “Some of 
our players were stunned and didn’t know 
what was going on. Our whole team just 
wasn’t ready.”

In future practices, Chen hopes to in-
corporate more conditioning in order to 
ensure better discipline.

“When our players are playing, it’s like 
they’re not awake yet,” said Chen. “We 
need to improve, and so that’s what we’re 
going to work on.”

The Falcons played a home game at 
Wilcox on Tuesday and an away game at 
Gunn on Thursday. 

However, due to publishing deadlines, 
the scores for those games could not be 
printed in this issue. u

I’m hoping that our players will 
know what they’re doing during 
games, play their hardest and 

help each other out.”

“
—coach Peter Chen

archive photo
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Lacrosse moves closer to being school sport

Lacrosse has grown im-
mensely in popularity 
in the Bay Area. Now, it 

could take another leap in the 
coming years at Saratoga High. 
The administration is closer 
than ever to creating a school 
team, perhaps as early as next 
spring.

Currently, students who 
want to play lacrosse have to 
participate in an out of school 
lacrosse club, the West Valley 
Red Hawks. 

Making lacrosse a school 
sport, however, would give 
more students the opportunity 
to be part of the sport, since 
the school program would be 
much more convenient and 
less expensive than an out-of- 
school club.

The Red Hawks have more 
than 45 members, with teams 
ranging from third grade 
through high school. Currently, 
it is the only lacrosse team 
available to athletes from Sara-
toga who want to play. The Red 
Hawks are a highly competitive 
lacrosse club. The varsity team 
achieved third place at the state 
competition last year.

Athletic director Ian MacK-
enzie and Redwood Middle 

School eighth grade core teach-
er Joe Christie, who played 
for his college lacrosse team 
and currently coaches the Red 
Hawks, have both been work-
ing to channel the sport into 
Saratoga. 

“There are several teams [for 
the school to play] in the val-
ley, and [the] Santa Cruz area 
added six teams last year,” said 
MacKenzie.

Although students have 
shown interest, more is needed 
for the program to go forward. 
Money is also an issue, accord-
ing to assistant principal Joe 
Bosco. 

“We are trying to get enough 
interest to get the program off 
the ground,” Bosco said.

According to Bosco, the idea 
of creating a lacrosse team for 
Saratoga originated after leas-
ing school fields to the Red 
Hawks for some years and was 
attractive to him because it was 
an opportunity to “make the 
sports program stronger [and 
more diverse]” here. Surround-
ing schools such as Bellarmine, 
Burlingame and Leland High 
Schools already have lacrosse 
teams in place. 

“Getting the program started 
is one of our higher priorities 
on campus,” said Bosco.

Red Hawks players are al-
ready interested, according to 
freshman Jordan Waite, who is 
playing for the Red Hawks for 
his third year. 

“I think it would be great 
to play lacrosse for my school 
instead of a club,” said Waite. 
“You’d get to be with your 
friends more.”

Waite admits that because 
there would be many new play-
ers, the new program might not 
have much talent when it starts 
up, but he doesn’t think that  
this problem would stop the 
team’s success in the long run. 

“[The Red Hawks] play 
other clubs from all over the 
area,” said Waite, who finds the 
club team fun but also tiring. 
“It would be nice to have prac-
tices right after school at our 
own school instead of driving 
around,” said Waite.

Games,  unfortunately, 
would most likely still involve 
driving to far away schools, 
making more finances neces-
sary for the program. 

Although many details, such 
as who the coaches will be, are 
still undecided, MacKenzie 
stated that it is highly likely 
the school will create its own 
lacrosse team. u

by Holden Sparacino

Senior defenseman Zack Kowitz checks an opponent as he goes for the 
ball in a pre-season scrimmage. 

nikhil Sheel

Bryan       Dodge
Senior

6’0”

210 lbs.

Armand 
    Khan

Senior

5’8”

140 lbs.

Goalie

Eddie Koai

Senior

6’0”

160 lbs.

Midfielder

Zack Kowitz

6’3”

230 lbs.

Senior

Defense

Defense

Logan 
       Lichorowic

Senior

6’1”

170 lbs.

Midfielder

“[Lacrosse] is a fun team sport. It’s different 

from other sports because you have to use a 

stick, but that makes it more fun.”

“I think it’s a good idea to have a lacrosse team 

at the school. It’s really good for the sport and 

it will get a lot more people interested.”

“It’s a competitive team sport and a lot of my 
friends play the game.”
“It’ll be good to have lacrosse grow in the West Coast by having a high school team.”

“Something about holding a 3 foot long metal 

pole gets me excited.”

“It’s lame that I’m leaving before it gets here, 

but at least the future students will get the 

opportunity to play lacrosse for Saratoga.”

“[Lacrosse] is a very aggressive sport, so that 

makes it a lot of fun to play.”“Having a lacrosse team at Saratoga High is 

a really good idea. There’s more pride behind 

it when it’s a school sport. If there was a team 

here this year, I definitely would have played 

for the school instead of for my club team.”

“There’s a good amount of comradeship, and I 
like to play contact sports year-round.”

“I wish it came four years ago, and it’s too bad 
that I won’t be able to represent.”

REDHAWKPLAyERS

—by Sulmaan Hassan, Nathan 
Kim and Rahul Thakker

—photos by Nikhil Sheel


