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Saratoga has long been recognized 
as a school centered on math and sci-
ence, and numerous students have com-
plained about the lack of humanities op-
tions. 

Next year, however, 
a select few seniors will 
have the option, given 
available space, of dou-
bling up on AP English 
classes—both English 
Language Composition 
and English Literature.  

“We made the change 
because we wanted stu-
dents who are truly passionate about 
English to have an opportunity to take 
two classes,” English department chair 
Jason Friend said.

‘Double 
English’ 
available

He scored more points in his first 
five starts than any other player in NBA 
league history. More than Michael Jor-
dan. More than Kareem Abdul-Jabbar. 
More than Shaquille O’Neal.

And he grew up just 17 miles away 
in nearby Palo Alto.

Since his breakout 
game on Feb. 4, Bay 
Area native and cur-
rent NBA basketball 
player Jeremy Lin has 
risen rapidly from 
relative obscurity to 
national fame and 
carried the previous-
ly hapless New York 
Knicks to seven consecutive victories, 
spawning a phenomenon known sim-
ply as “Linsanity.”

Local basketball fans in particular 
have followed the rise of Asian-Amer-
ican Lin, a 2006 Palo Alto High school 
graduate.

Senior Daniel Tang, for one, has been 
paying special attention to the “Linsan-
ity.” After all, his family and Lin’s have 
been close friends for as long as he can 
remember—ever since his older brother 
and Lin’s younger brother first became 
best friends in elementary school. Be-
fore Lin moved to New York, the two 
families made an effort to spend time 

together a few times 
each month.

“My favorite mem-
ories with him are 
playing basketball to-
gether. It’s ... intense,” 
recalls Tang, whose 
profile picture on Fa-
cebook is a snapshot 
of himself with Lin, 

their arms around each other’s shoul-
ders. “We’re always destroyed.”

The two last hung out during the 
NBA lockout back in November, when 
they played Laser Quest. Even now 
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Senior Alissa Zhang makes 
top 10 in prestigious contest

When senior Alissa Zhang learned 
that she had been chosen as one of the 
finalists in the Intel Science Talent Search 
(STS) on Jan. 25, she was overwhelmed 
and overjoyed.

All the finalists flew to Wash-
ington, D.C., to attend the awards 
gala held by the Society for Sci-
ence and the Public which would 
determine the top 10 finalists.

On March 13, she learned that 
she had finished in ninth place 
and won $20,000. There were 40 
other finalists.

The first-place winner was 
Nithin Tumma from Fort Gratiot, 
Mich., for his research on a more direct 
and targeted method of breast cancer 
treatment and won $100,000.

All of the students presented their 
work at the National Geographic Soci-
ety, where they explained their research 
projects to visitors. 

Additionally, they were given the op-

portunity to meet with prominent sci-
entists and political figures and toured 
historical sites.

Their projects were judged in the 
course of their presentations by top-
notch scientists.

Zhang’s entry was an alternative 
method for monitoring glucose 
levels in the body. 

Zhang was mainly hoping 
to benefit younger diabetes pa-
tients, who often fear the pain 
which accompanies the finger 
prick, necessary for drawing out 
blood for testing.

She was inspired to pursue 
this project because of her many 
family and friends who are af-

flicted with the disease.
“I am also very thankful to all the 

support from my teachers and men-
tors, both past and present, through this 
whole process,” said Zhang.

In the future, Zhang plans to continue 
her career in science and become a re-
search scientist. u 
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NBA CELEBRITY INTEL SCIENCE FAIR

Connecting to ‘Linsanity’

 AP ENGLISH on pg. 7

WHAT: Students selected by junior 
class officers will exhibit their vo-
cal prowess and vie for first place 
in this annual competition.

WHEN/WHERE/COST: 
March 21 at 7 p.m. in the 
McAfee Center. $5 with an 
ASB card and $7 without. 

WHO: Sophomores Manini Desai, 
Nikhil Goel and Nina Jayashankar; junior 
Erik Martin; seniors Penny Burgess, Shay-
da Khorasani, Tiffany Tu, Chelsea Venuti, 
Katie Cummins and Jimmy Zheng

SENIOR, ALUMNUS SHARE LIN MEMORIES

  My favorite memories 
with him are playing 

basketball together. It’s 
... intense.

Senior Daniel Tang

Singing
the night
away

        Senior Katie Cum-
mins sings at her March 5 audition for 
Saratoga Idol. Cummins is one of 10 con-
testants who qualified to participate in 
the annual competition. 
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Drama movie night brings costumes, 
laughs and sing-alongs

When the first scheduled 
Word for the Heard dance was 
rescheduled last fall, some stu-
dents were disappointed. Now 
the cancellation of the dance 
has disappointed many more 
students who were planning 
to attend.

Thanks to multiple diffi-
culties, the Invisible Children 
club’s Word for the Unheard 
dance, also known as the Log-
gy dance,  won’t take place this 
year. Club presidents junior 
Haley Wong and Mary John-
son are currently devising a 
way to refund the prospective 
attendees’ money.

Plans for the dance, which 
was going to feature the rap-
per Alex Loggerman (a Sara-
toga High graduate whose 
rapper name is Loggy), had 
been in the making since last 
school year, but the club could 
not find a opportunity to host 
it. It was originally scheduled 
in November, but once again, 
the officers faced difficulties.

“A concert takes a lot of 
technology and since there 
[was] a band competition on 
the [original November] date 

we had planned, all of the peo-
ple at our school who would 
have set it up were going to be 
gone,” Johnson said.

The alternative to this would 
have been to hire outside help 
to set up the dance, but the 
cost would have surpassed the 
profit made from the tickets.

Most of the complications 
arose due to issues in the de-
tails of planning and set-up. 
The dance was first postponed 
to February, but the officers 
decided it would be better to 
cancel the event for this school 
year after a scheduling conflict 
with a possible Media Arts 
Program hosted dance in the 
same month.

Eventually, Johnson and 
Wong decided to put off the 
plans for the Word for the Un-
heard dance for the rest of the 
school year.

“We would have loved to do 
it sooner, but as a lot of people 
may know, it is close to impos-
sible to schedule anything this 
late in the year since the cal-
endar is so booked,” Johnson 
said.

The lack of student enthu-
siasm also contributed to the 
final cancellation of the event. 
However, many students who 

did plan on attending were 
disappointed.

Sophomore Katie Truong, 
who bought a ticket for the 
dance earlier this year, was 
disappointed to find out about 
the cancellation.

“I was excited to go to see 
the live performance by Loggy 
and to have another dance [at 
school],” Truong said. “[But] I 
understand that there was no 
good time this year to put the 
dance.”

Freshman Jessica Uong also 
was looking forward to the 
dance.

“It sounded fun, and it’s for 
a good cause. [I was excited] 
because it wasn’t going to be 
just another dance, it’d be a 
concert as well,” Uong said.

Though the dance is off for 
this year, Johnson says that the 
dance is confirmed for the next 
school year.

“We don’t have an exact 
date yet, but we’re working on 
it,” Johnson said. “There have 
been a lot of misunderstand-
ings, and I hope it’s clear that 
Haley and I have been trying 
really hard. We have devoted 
a ton of time into making this 
happen for the sake of Invis-
ible Children.” u

invisible children

BY GraceMa
& KarenSung
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The Indian Cultural Awareness Club (ICAC) will host 
the annual charity event, Bombay in the Bay, on the first 
Saturday of spring break, April 14, and it will combine 
Indian dancing, singing and food into a night of fun and 
entertainment, senior secretary Ruchie Bhardwaj said.

In order to increase attendance, last year’s ICAC offi-
cers chose to offer two shows for the first time. Officers 
this year have chosen to continue to hold two, at 2 p.m. 
and 6 p.m. 

“The decision to host two shows worked really well 
last year,” Bhardwaj said. “We want a lot more people to 
be able to come because in the past years, many people 
couldn’t come because the show was sold out.” 

 It is tradition for the proceeds of the event to be donat-
ed to a charity of the students’ choice. In previous years, 
money has been donated to charities such as the Shankara 
Eye Foundation and the Susie Nagpal foundation, but a 
charity has yet to be chosen for this year.

“I think a reason this event is so great because we get to 
enjoy our culture while helping others at the same time,” 
senior co-president Sneha Shivkumar said. “We have a lot 
of charities that are sentimental to the people in the club 
,and we don’t want to rush the decision.”

Bombay in the Bay will celebrate its 11th anniversary 
this year, and it continues to entertain the Saratoga com-
munity and draw in students to participate in the event 
despite the stress of school.

“Having practices is going to be very stressful with ju-
nior year,” junior participant Parth Shah said. “Despite the 
stress, all the hype and hanging out with all of my friends 
makes it worth it in the end.” 

— Aanchal Mohan and Jay Mulye

picturethis

Loggy concert cancelled

PLAYING WITH HAIR        In preparation for “South Pacific,” freshman Conall Mac Fhionnlaoich gets a 
crewcut in the quad on Feb. 28. Multiple performers participated to publicize the drama production. 

School upgrades Research Center computers
Students entering the Research Center in the library 

for the first time this semester may be surprised to find 
that the large Dell desktops under the computer desks are 
missing. In their place, brand new Mac minis have been 
inconspicuously attached to the sides of the 62 desks in 
the Research Center. This upgrade, according to librarian 
Kevin Heyman, has been long awaited. 

The Mac mini is a $600 unit from Apple designed to be 
ultra-compact and powerful. The total cost to upgrade all 
62 computers in the Research Center was about $37,200, 
paid for by the SHS foundation, according to Heyman. The 
monitors, keyboards and mice used with the Dell desktops 
were reused for the Mac minis to reduce costs.

The immediate reason for the replacement of the Dells 
was their problematic performance that made them unre-
liable, according to Heyman. 

“[IT Manager] Ms. Grenier, who secured the funding for 
the upgrades, had been spending an inordinate amount of 
time rebuilding and repairing the Dells,” Heyman said.

Heyman said that another underlying reason for the 
upgrade is the school’s increasing technological demands, 
and the possibility of incorporating e-books into the 
school’s resources in the future. 

“A lot of what we do is in the cloud,” said Heyman, “so 
we need the Internet for databases, Noodlebib, and if we 
go to e-books, which we may be doing soon, we just need 
more power.” 

— Paul Jung

Bombay in the Bay to spice up spring break  

Where are exchange students coming from?

2011-12 Hanjing, China

2009-10 Shizuoka, Japan
2011-12 Kanazawa, Japan

2011-12 Mantua, Italy

2010-11 Oviedo Asturias, Spain

2011-12 Mexico D.F., Mexico

2007-08 Donaueschingen, Germany
2008-09 Munich, Germany
2009-10 Starnberg, Germany

2007-08 Ostrava, Czech Republic

2010-11 Bratislava, Slovakia

Data courtesy of registrar Jeanne Jamieson
—Edward Dong and Anushree Dugar

The Falcon Figures infographic on page 2 in the Feb. 17 issue listed the 
average API scores for Asian-Americans, Hispanic/Latinos, White/Other 
and Multiple Ethnicities in California. In fact, the average API scores are 
for Asian-Americans, Hispanic/Latinos, White/Other and Multiple Eth-
nicities at Saratoga High. This error resulted from an editing problem.

*Includes only students registered 
through Guidance Office, 2007-2012

upcomingevents

SWE/SBI & SB II ConcertMarch 16

Saratoga IdolMarch 21

Benefit Fashion ShowMarch 17

March 23 CMEA Band/Orchestra Festival

correction

page 2 real   2 3/13/12   1:33:04 PM
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The school’s mathletes recently 
competed in the annual Stanford Math 
Tournament (SMT) on Feb. 18 and broke 
their winning streak. Unlike the past 
three years in which the team placed 
second, third and first, respectively, the 
team did not place as a whole this year.

“I thought it was a pretty good ex-
perience because it was an eye-opening 
one in getting to know the other teams 
in the Bay Area,” senior officer Evan 
Ye said. “There were some very strong 
competitors this time, and even though 
the results were disappointing, the 
competition was fun.”

The team, nicknamed “Pikachu,” 
consisted of seniors Brian Wai and 
Evan Ye; juniors Amanda Chow, Jackie 
Gu and Edward Dong; sophomores 
Matthew Yee and Edgar Chen; and 
freshman Kevin Chiang. Although as 
a whole the team did not place, Wai 
placed second individually in the ad-
vanced topics category. 

The team had several hardships 
coming into the competition. On top of 
the loss of “the big three” (2011 alumni 
Albert Gu, Amol Aggrawal, and David 
Zeng), senior club co-president Alissa 
Zhang was unable to compete. 

“I think the major thing is that we 
lost major mathletes,” Ye said. “They 
were a pretty integral part of our team 

in previous years because they pulled 
us through the power rounds.” 

Although many members of the 
team were disappointed with the re-
sults, club advisor PJ Yim had a more 
positive view of the tournament. 

“Actually, the result is good,” Yim 
said. “I think we’ve been spoiled in the 
previous years. We went, but we didn’t 
place because they only announced the 
top three teams.” 

Yim feels it was important to remem-
ber just how intense the competition 
was. Present at the tournament were 
teams from San Diego, New Jersey, and 
even China. 

“At Stanford, all the schools that 
show up are all good schools. Really 
scary, good schools,” Yim said. “I’m 
sure at least one or two teams showed 
up from China, and there were teams 
from San Diego, which has some of 
the top schools [in the country]. If you 
think about it, this is not a local contest 
at all.”

Yim believes that the large numbers 
of engineers that the Bay Area and San 
Diego have attracted attribute to the 
competitiveness of this area. According 
to Yim, the middle school contests are 
simple examples as to how strong the 
bay area teams are.

“For the past two years running, the 
national Math Counts competition has 
been won by the California team,” Yim 
said. “Each team is represented by four 

members. Of the eight different mem-
bers who were on the team in the past 
two years, seven were from the Santa 
Clara chapter.” 

Yim feels that the improvement to 
math club sessions this year outweigh 
the results achieved at SMT. 

“Don’t get me wrong, I’m happy if 
we place really high, but what I really 
care about is the kind of camaraderie 
we have this year,” Yim said. We don’t 
always win, but it’s okay.” 

AMC exam results in 32 qualifiers
In addition to competing at SMT, 32 

school mathletes who took the Ameri-
can Mathematics Competition (AMC) 
on Feb. 7 and Feb. 22 qualified for the 
American Invitational Mathematics 
Exam which will take place on April 
15.

Qualifiers from the AMC 10 include 
freshmen Landon Chow and Chiang 
and sophomores Edgar Chen, Jeffrey 
Chen, Robert Eng, Matthew Lee and 
Reggie Wu. 

AMC 12 qualifiers were juniors Ka-
bir Chandrasekher, Eugene Che, Justin 
Chiang, Chow, Dong, Kevin Garbe, Gu, 
Brian Kim and Nole Lin and seniors 
David Eng, Wai, Ye and Zhang. 

“Our numbers are above average, 
but there were definitely a number of 
student who I thought should qualify 
who didn’t,” Yim said. “We have room 
to grow still.” u

BY JackieGu
& BrandonJudoprasetijo

academic competitions

‘Team Pikachu’ falls at Stanford Math

Several new initiatives for taxes 
supporting education in California 
have emerged in competition with the 
proposal of Gov. Jerry Brown.

The Los Gatos-Saratoga Joint Union 
High School District has considered 
the consequences of the rejection of all 
three initiatives and has identified the 
need to develop contingency plans in-
volving the reallocation of funds.

“Should the tax measures fail, trig-
ger cuts in the amount of $370 per 
students are a possibil-
ity,” superintendent Bob 
Mistele said. “We could 
see potential reductions 
of $550,000 each year for 
two years, beginning in 
the 2013 to 2014 school 
year.”

However, Mistele 
said that if reductions 
become necessary, they 
will be made “as far 
away from the classroom as possible.”

After last spring’s ratification of a 
parcel tax, the school board has set up 
a solid list of feasible ways to alleviate 
possible budget crises without affect-
ing services for students.

These goals include the preservation 
of a 4 percent general fund reserve, the 
holding of a reserve held at 10 percent 
of general fund expenditure, and the 
creation of a balanced budget trend.

Principal Jeff Anderson said the 
school district’s budget is in “pretty 
good shape [and is] looking much bet-
ter than that of previous years, mainly 
because the parcel tax was passed.”

In addition, Los Gatos and Saratoga 
High are “Basic Aid” schools, meaning 
that the amount of money they receive 
from the state is not based on the num-
ber of students enrolled, but on prop-
erty tax revenue in the community.

“We’ve given back all of the money 
that the state used to give us,” said An-
derson. 

When public schools across the state 
take a hit, Basic Aid schools such as 
Saratoga feel obligated to relinquish an 
equal percentage of funds to the state. 

“[Most] other schools don’t run a 
system like ours,” Anderson said. “As 
a school, we decided that we would 
take a cut on our categorical money 
because we already have our property 
taxes to compensate for the loss.”

Although the school has given about 
$1.4 million to the state, the parcel tax 
had raised close to $900,000 to make 
up for the financial loss, therefore en-
suring a stable school budget.

Anderson believes that the budget 
will be steady if the school follows its 
current spending and saving policies.

“We’re very grateful to be in a school 
that is pretty well-off in comparison to 
schools in different districts,” said An-
derson. u

District drafts 
contingencies 
for worst case

Falcon Focus: ivan France

It is 9 p.m., and the campus seems 
empty, minus one room with light fil-
tering through the window shafts. In 
a small room off of the music quad, 
diligent members of MSET (Mechanical 
Science and Engineering Team) tighten  
bolts, drill holes and cut metal. At the 
peak of their build season, robotics 
members regularly work with machine-
oil grease coating their hands and saw-
dust clinging to their sleeves. 

Despite the chaos in the room, soph-
omore Ivan France, the vice president 
of the team, calmly directs the design 
team to drill the final holes on the ro-
bot. Quickly the members plug in the 
air-powered hand drills to the bright 
orange pneumatic tubes. France yells, 
“Turn on the air compressor!” 

Hoping to work as a mechanical 
engineer one day, France came to Sara-
toga High last year determined to make 
a mark on the robotics team. He joined 

MSET and proved to be one of the most 
useful freshmen.

France built a major component of 
last year’s robot. This work required 
expertise with several materials includ-
ing wood and metal. He designed, built 
and tested the vital component within 
just a few weeks. Soon after, France was 
able to assist Cordell Hollingsworth, the 
previous MSET president, with many 
of the other aspects of the robot. 

During his freshman year, France 
was supported by his parents since 
his dad has a strong engineering back-
ground and his mom helped to lead the 
team in finances and communications. 
Their support allowed France to donate 
many hours a week to MSET.

Now in his sophomore year, France 
is leading the 2012 build season. After 
Hollingsworth graduated, the team 
was deprived of an experienced mem-
ber who orchestrated last year’s build 
season. 

“Even with Cordell, there had to be 

a certain level of initiative to get every-
thing else done to get in the room and 
be a helpful asset to the team, and I 
think that taking a leadership position 
has required more initiative than the 
loss of our fellow Cordell, although the 
two are somewhat connected,” France 
said. 

During this season, France has been 
able to spend productive hours in the 
room, focusing on improving compo-
nents of the robot or leading discus-
sions with robotics members. 

As France heads into his junior year, 
his leadership skills will have an im-
pact on the success of the entire team 
and perhaps take the team to a success-
ful win at the St. Louis National Com-
petition. 

If the team’s robot can perform well 
at the upcoming regionals, France 
hopes MSET could emerge as a future 
contender among traditional power-
house teams such as Bellarmine and 
Mountain View. u

BY MinuPalaniappan

budget policy

MSET member takes charge

32 students who took aMc 10 and 12 QuaLIFY FoR aIMe

BY EdwardDong,
JoannaLee & SanjNalwa
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Potential initiatives
The district knows that it needs to 
reallocate funds.

The district’s considerations
The superintendent assures budget 
reductions won’t affect education.

School Budget
The parcel tax has atoned for the 
financial loss.

Jerry Brown’s Taxes

Courtesy of TODD NGUYEN

Sophomore Ivan France 
fixes a wooden component 
of his robot during a Robot-
ics competition at Arch-
bishop Mitty High School.

Mistele
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CRITICAL 
READING
CLASSES

SAT English
Saturdays, March 24 to May 26, 
9 am - 12:30 pm    $825

Monday to Friday,  April 16 - 20, 
9 am - 12:30 pm*  $425

* The Spring Break course is an ac-
celerated reading-intensive course, 
focusing on vocabulary develop-
ment and critical reading skills. 
Instructor consent may be required.

Sherlock Holmes
in A Study in Scarlet
Saturdays,  March 24 to June 16, 
4 - 5 pm   $360

Monday to Friday,  April 16 - 20, 
12:30 - 3 pm   $350

Class focus:  Vocabulary building (560 
words in text, 240 taught), reading 
for tone and visualization.

Shakespeare’s
Richard II
Wednesdays, March 21 to June 13, 
7 - 8 pm   $360

Monday to Friday,  April 16 - 20, 
9 am - noon   $350

Class focus:  Vocabulary building (399 
words in text, 133 taught), reading, 
reciting, using historical context.

SIGN UP!
Visit      www.improveyourenglish.com

Email   Classes@improveyourenglish.com

or Call  408.358.5454

All classes are to be held 
in our Sunnyvale office at 
265 Sobrante Way, Suite F.

Improve Your English 
Tutoring Services is a business unit of IYE, Inc.

Enrolling with a friend? 

Visit our web site to get

$50 off!

Your Passion 
Your Career
The Salon Professional Academy San Jose, 
located at Westgate Mall, is the first and only 
beauty school campus “Endorsed by Redken for 
Excellence in Education.” 
 
Part-time and Full-time schedules available for 
Cosmetology, Esthetics, and Nail Technology. 
Professional Make-up Artists Workshops offered. 
 
Participate in fashion shows and graduate with a 
portfolio with professional photography of your 
own work. Endless career opportunities await!

For more details visit us online at: 
www.tspaSanJose.com  
or call 877.493.TSPA

Walk-in Tours Available

Scholarships Available for those who qualify.

Westgate Mall 
1600 Saratoga Ave Suite 103 

Admissions 877.493.TSPA 

www.tspaSanJose.com

Menu oF serViCes
Women’s Haircut  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $15
Men’s Haircut . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $10
Special Occasion/Updo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$25
Color & Cut . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$49
Partial Highlights  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$35
Full Highlights . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$55
Manicure  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$9
Pedicure . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $19
French Pedicure . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$21
Brow, Lip, Chin, or Neck Wax (per area) . . . . . . $7
Corrective Facial . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$23

All services performed by supervised students. 
Above starting prices may vary according to student level.

For a full list of services, visit www.tspaSanJose.com

$79 ProM
sPeCiaL
Offer Expires 5/31/12. Valid Student ID Required.

*Includes Updo, Manicure, Makeup, & Mini Hairspray
 to ensure your hair looks great all night!

Students dressed in prom dresses and 
sports gear will strut their duds at the 
annual Benefit Fashion Show on March 
17 in the Large Gym. The event, usually 
scheduled for May, takes place earlier 
because of scheduling conflicts.

“We could not find a May date, and 
the latest one we could get is a March 
[date] which is two months earlier,” co-
head commissioner Annie Barco said. 
“It’s really hard for us planning [the 

show] because it’s happening way faster 
then we expected it to.” 

Benefit Fashion Show, a student-orga-
nized fashion show, raises money for St. 
Jude’s Children’s Research Hospital. Ac-
cording to Barco, this year, 120 students 
are participating in the show. The Head 
Benefit Commissioners this year are Bar-
co, Kari Clark and Anika Jhalani.

“The show consists of eight to 10 
walks of different themes, led by dif-
ferent theme heads, and with different 
models for each theme,” Jhalani said. 

According to Barco, the most popular 
categories of apparel are prom and col-
lege wear.

“We usually keep the main [catego-
ries] consistent like Prom and there is 
usually a Girls’ Night Out and Bromance 
category,” Barco said. “And this year we 
are adding a hometown sports theme 
so like Sharks apparel, Giants, and Nin-
ers, and we also tried to add in a teacher 
walk.”

According to Jhalani, the main pur-
pose of the show is to raise money for 

a specific charity that is chosen by the 
head commissioners of the club.

“We knew we wanted to focus around 
something that is aiding children and 
then we narrowed it down,” Barco said. 
“Ultimately we couldn’t decide so we 
wrote the names down on the back of 
sugar packages at Starbucks and mixed 
them around and chose one and it was 
St. Judes.”

VIP tickets will cost $25, general tick-
ets $20, student tickets $15 and bleacher 
seats for $10. u

Benefit Fashion Show prepares to take the stage
BY AllisonToh

continued from pg. 1

that Lin is living in New York, Tang still 
closely follows his friend’s playing and 
success.

Lin’s sudden rise in fame hasn’t 
changed him as a person, according to 
Tang. He described Lin as “authentic,” 
not putting up a masked exterior during 
his interviews and for the press.

“He’s thankful for the opportunity 
and wants to make the best 
of it,” Tang said. “He’s still 
the same humble and nice 
guy he was before he be-
came a pro athlete.”

And as for knowing 
someone famous, Tang 
said it’s definitely cool, but 
he stopped caring after a 
while “because it’s not ac-
tually you.”

“My friends all think it’s 
really awesome, though,” he said.

Glory days
2006 Saratoga graduate Ryan Mat-

suura first played against Lin in eighth 
grade as part of the Amateur Athletic 
Union (AAU) basketball leagues. A point 
guard himself, Matsuura distinctly re-
members Lin as “undoubtedly a leader.” 
He reflected on playing against Lin.

“A fair number of players were better 
because they were bigger, stronger and 
faster. [Lin] wasn’t like that,” Matsuura 
said. “I doubt you would find many kids 
who were ‘intimidated’ by him, but he 

had a rep. Our team knew 
he could ball.”

Matsuura also clearly re-
calls Lin and his teammates 
dunking on his own team-
mates a few times, which 
“wasn’t very fun.”

He never played against 
Lin in high school. Years lat-
er, Matsuura had the chance 
to see Lin play for Harvard 
while doing student radio 

work for Boston University.
“[He] put up mediocre numbers and 

didn’t really wow as a future NBA’er be-
fore his junior year,” Matsuura said. “But 

he [later] broke out with great games 
against Boston College and University 
of Connecticut.”

Lin’s friends have supported him step 
by step throughout his basketball career, 

and often voicing their support through 
social media, according to Matsuura.

“I’ve always liked the Knicks,” Tang 
adds. “But his presence on the team only 
made me like them even more.” u

CHARITY FUNDRAISER

LinsaniTy  Senior, alumnus knew Lin before fame

RefeR To
for an opinion on the 

Taiwan-China nationality 
debate, turn to pg. 8

NBA phenomenon Jeremy Lin poses with senior Daniel Tang, his family friend. Lin 
recently rose to fame for his performance as the New York Knicks’ point guard. This is 
Tang’s profile picture on Facebook.

Courtesy of DANIEL TANG
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For 31 years, world languages depart-
ment chair Arnaldo Rodriguex has taken 
Saratoga exchange students to Cuerna-
vaca, Mexico; this year, Mexican students 
from the “City of Eternal Spring” will fi-
nally return the visit.

Twelve to 15 high school students from 
the Universidad Internacional in Cuerna-
vaca will visit for two weeks in October 
and possibly mark the beginning of a new 
tradition.

“What I would like to see in the future 
is to become a sister school,” Rodriguex 
said. “The more we know about other 
people, the better we can fit in the world.”

According to Rodriguex, the exchange 
will certainly be “an eye-opener” for both 
schools.

“Getting to know kids your age and 
just spending time with each other, finding 
out that kids are kids all over the world... 
That’s the way we break stereotypes and 
barriers,” Rodriguex said.

La tradición
In 1967, the American Field Service, an 

organization that specializes in exchange 
programs, sent a young Costa Rican stu-
dent to Mayfair High in Lakewood, Calif.

For his second semester, the teenager 
arrived in the San Jose region, where he 
would later attend a university.

Today, he teaches Spanish at Saratoga 
and arranges the annual trip to Mexico.

“I really enjoyed my experience as an 
exchange student,” Rodriguex said. “It’s 
never easy, but obviously I enjoyed it, 
‘cause now I’m here.”

According to Rodriguex, his year 
abroad exposed him to aspects of society 
that he had never witnessed before.

“I had not really dealt with discrimina-
tion. My country didn’t teach me that,” 

Rodriguex said. “Where I went, the His-
panics were here, the blacks were there, 
and the Caucasians were there, and there 
were fights all the time between them. It 
was a huge eye-opener for me.”

Invaluable lessons like this one moti-
vated Rodriguex to present his own stu-
dents with the same opportunity.

For four decades, he has fostered rela-
tionships with institutes in various Latin 
American countries.

“That’s one thing I’ve always done as 
a teacher,” Rodriguex said. “Ever since I 
started working at this district, I’ve taken 
groups of kids every single year.”

In addition to taking students abroad, 
Rodriguex has often invited stu-
dents from Chile and Costa Rica to 
Saratoga.

“Sometimes it’s hard to bring 
[foreign students] here every sin-
gle year,” Rodriguex said. 

Senior Viraj Parmar, who host-
ed one of the Costa Rican students, 
remembers gaining “a real-life 
window into another culture.”

“I would introduce [Cristian 
Salazar] to one of my friends, and he’d 
kiss her on the cheek,” Parmar recalls. 
“She’d be taken aback, and he would get 
confused.”

¡Bailemos!
When Parmar visited Cuernavaca in 

February, his own faux pas gave him an 
idea of how Salazar might have felt.

“When my peers at the school offered 
me a snack, and I politely declined, they 
would get extremely offended,” he said. 

This year, when 45 Saratoga students 
arrived in Cuernavaca, they took an exam 
to determine their Spanish-speaking level. 

Because of their high performance, Par-
mar and senior Ivan Lee joined Mexican 
juniors and seniors, whereas others at-

tended classes with younger students.
“The group Ivan and I joined was in a 

phase where they specialize right before 
going college,” Parmar said. “I was in the 
social humanities track, and the highlight 
of my experience was learning Greek in an 
etymology class.”

However, curriculum was not the only 
aspect that surprised Parmar. Like Salazar, 
he also discovered a large disparity in the 
teaching style.

“Students and teachers would openly 
share stories and feelings with the class 
and seek advice,” Parmar said. “If people 
saw this sort of thing in America, they’d 
immediately think it to be a counseling 

session as opposed to a school.”
According to Parmar, he found 

himself “highly impressed with 
this open environment” and even 
“thought America was inferior in 
that sense.”

“But then I considered the fact 
that the students were basically 
homogeneous,” Parmar said. “So 
that kind of openness is much 
more easy in a place like Mexico. 

It made me realize how different demo-
graphics can affect the culture of different 
countries.”

Junior Shireen Kaul also appreciated 
the openness of her Mexican classmates. 
After she sang Adele’s “Someone Like 
You” with senior Shayda Khorasani at 
a talent show toward the end of the trip, 
many of Kaul’s new friends gave her 
warm compliments.

“They were really sweet and very well-
mannered, and they weren’t exclusive,” 
Kaul said. “They would come up and be 
like, ‘Can we take a picture with you?’ 
Now, we’re all friends on Facebook.”

During the outdoor fiesta that followed 
the talent show, Mexican and exchange 
students alike began dancing to “Party 

Rock” by LMFAO. 
A group of Mexican students then tried 

to teach their peers popular dances.
“I love to dance, and I think the dance 

is the best way to communicate,” Mexican 
student Paolo Morales said. “[It] does not 
matter, the languages.”

The dance also offered Saratoga stu-
dents an opportunity to test the skills they 
learned in their two salsa lessons.

“I was so ecstatic to see some of our 
kids dancing salsa with the Mexican stu-
dents,” Rodriguex said. “I remember see-
ing [senior] Linus Johansson just dancing 
so well with this Mexican girl, and I was 
overwhelmed with happiness.”

Octubre, 2012
Rodriguex hopes the students who will 

come in October will enjoy an equally illu-
minating experience and an equally wel-
coming student body. 

Kaul would love to host a visitor, and 
students like Morales have already ex-
pressed their desire to come.

“Of course!” Morales said. “I learned a 
lot of things, but most important is we are 
not too different.”

Parmar, who has participated in the 
trip to Cuernavaca twice, believes that 
inviting students from the Universidad 
Internacional will not only allow Saratoga 
to “give back” but also “encourage us to 
keep in touch with them and maintain re-
lationships.”

“We won’t any longer feel like it’s a one 
time thing, where we practice our Spanish 
and then say goodbye,” Parmar said.

Rodriguex agrees that cultural ex-
changes promote understanding.

“The music that they like is similar. The 
movies they like, similar. We learn to live 
with each other and understand each oth-
er,” Rodriguex said. “At the end of the day, 
we’re all people!” u

Mexican exchange students to experience SHS culture

Rodriguex

BY EdwardDong
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Digging dandelions from her 
lawn at her parents’ request, 
freshman Yvonne Ye cautiously 
holds each tuft of seeds.

“You have to be careful so 
you don’t accidentally knock 
some seeds back onto the 
lawn,” Ye said. Otherwise, she 
will have to pull out the pesky 
plants all over again next year.

Unfortunately, after 30 min-
utes of labor, Ye discovers one 
dandelion that has already lost 
half its head. She knows exactly 
what this means.

“I just decided, ‘What the 
heck,’ and I blew that one,” Ye 
recalls.

Little did she know, this ex-
perience would inspire a poem, 

“Dandelion Wish,” which she 
would include in a collection 
worthy of a Regional Gold Key 
in the 2012 Scholastic Art & 
Writing Awards.

Junior Sophia Zhu inspired 
not among dandelions but in 
her stuffy SAT preparation 
class, also achieved this award 
for her colored pencil drawing. 

The Scholastic Art and Writ-
ing Awards has recognized 
young creative thinkers since 
1923; its annual contest begins 
on the regional level and awards 
Gold Keys to the top 7 to 10 per-
cent of submissions, which go 
on to compete nationally.

Zhu found inspiration for 
“Anorexia,” the piece she submit-
ted, through her hunger during a 
7 to 9 p.m. SAT class. The idea 
came to her when she noticed 

that the water bottle in front of 
her resembled a person, she said.

“Anorexia” depicts a dying 
fish in an unfilled water bottle. 
A running tap is right next to 
the water bottle; however, the 
bottle rests just out of reach.

“The fish is human life. The 
tap is food—the tap is life,” Zhu 
said. “The water bottle just isn’t 
taking in that life, even though 
it’s right there. And so it’s going 
to die.”

According to Zhu, the sym-
bolism in her piece carries the 
message.

“The stream of water is right 
there, but as a water bottle it 
can be extremely difficult to 
move there on [its] own, be-
cause bottles can’t move,” Zhu 
said. “And that is the thing with 
eating disorders, right? It can be 

extremely obvious to the people 
around them, but that doesn’t 
make it necessarily easy to fix.”

Hunger also inspired part 
of Ye’s submission; her win-
ning collection of three poems 
included one titled “War and 
Piece (of a Cake).”

“I was hungry, and I started 
writing a deconstruction poem 
about cake,” Ye said. According 
to Ye, she then “started drawing 
metaphors with war and cake, 
and [the poem] just happened.” 

Ye enjoys writing poetry be-
cause she often finds spewing 
her thoughts onto a page “thera-
peutic and calming.” She began 
creating poems in third grade.

“I started writing these tiny 
little quatrains, which were 
kind of just short, cute and pret-
ty stupid,” Ye said. “But I loved 

doing those.”
Ye won her first Gold Key 

for poetry just four years later. 
Despite her talent, however, she 
does not plan to make writing 
a career. 

“I’m definitely interested in 
English, but I don’t think I want 
to make [writing] a profession,” 
Ye said. “When I get inspira-
tion, I just get on my laptop 
and start writing. It’s not really 
a constant thing. It’s more of a 
creative emotional outlet.”

Zhu shares similar feelings 
toward art.

“I have fun doing [art], and 
it’s great stress relief, but I hon-
estly do not know if I wish to 
continue pursuing [it] when I 
grow up,” Zhu said. “If I had to 
do it every day, it might just get 
boring.” u

BY EdwardDong
& GraceMa

Students win awards in national art writing contest
ScholaStic competition

History Day contest: Revolution, Reaction, Reform by AnushreeDugar

TEACHING       Above: History teacher Matt 
Torrens comments on a junior Allison Bruno’s 
History Day poster. According to Torrens, His-
tory Day “is a really good opportunity for kids 
to research a topic they are very passionate 
about and get excited about.” Torrens hopes 
that the History Day competition will inspire 
students to continue studying history.

WEBSITE        Right: Junior Maggy Liu views 
another student’s website on the library com-
puters at the History Day competition.

PRESENTATION        Above: Junior Sanjna Verma presents her project 
about the Tiananmen Square on Friday, Feb. 16. “History Day was at 
first just an extra credit opportunity for APUSH, but when I realized 
I could research one of my favorite historical events, I was more 
inclined to pull through with the project,” Verma said.

READING         
Left: Junior 
McKenna Galvin 
browses through 
a paper about the 
Constitutional 
Revolution of 
1937. Papers 
were dispersed 
around the school 
library for people 
to read.
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Senior team comes third in final round 
At the Regional Science 

Bowl Competition at the Stan-
ford Linear Accelerator Center 
(SLAC) on Feb. 11, the science 
bowl team of seniors Arnav Du-
gar, Chris Jones, Hansen Qian, 
Alissa Zhang and Myron Zhang 
placed third among 24 teams 
from 20 other high schools from 
the Silicon Valley.

These A Team members, 
along with B Team members 
sophomores Nolan Chen and 
Robert Eng, juniors Amanda 
Chow and Jackie Gu and senior 
David Eng, started preparing 

for the competition last October 
under the guidance of chemis-
try teacher Kathy Nakamatsu. 
They met about twice a month 
to practice.

Nakamatsu gave the stu-
dents tips, but she mostly en-
couraged the teams to teach one 
another.

“I was more of an observer, 
and if I noticed they were do-
ing something and the student-
coach didn’t point it out, I 
would point it out,” Nakamatsu 
said.

During their sessions, the 
two teams competed against 
one another in practice rounds 

answering both multiple-choice 
and short-answer questions 
related to chemistry, physics, 
Earth and space science, biol-
ogy and energy. 

This practice helped them 
develop not only their knowl-
edge of science, but also strate-
gies on how to divide the work 
and be most efficient. 

According to Qian, the stu-
dents also prepared presen-
tations on topics none of the 
other members knew anything 
about in order to increase their 
breadth of knowledge.

The A Team won all five 
rounds of their round-robin 

division, placing them in the 
upper bracket where they then 
placed third in the final round.

Nakamatsu was pleased 
with the performance of the 
students, crediting the success 
of the A Team mainly to their 
preparation and diverse knowl-
edge.

“They prepared very well,” 
Nakamatsu said. “It was a 
good mix of strengths. People 
brought different things to the 
table, which was good.”

According to the A Team, 
the pairing of opponents also 
helped them succeed. 

“We were very fortunate 

not to have been placed into a 
morning round robin compris-
ing of the powerhouse teams, 
since that might have psycho-
logically intimidated us and af-
fected how we approached our 
competition,” Qian said. 

Team B, on the other hand, 
felt that some of the brackets 
were unfair because they com-
peted against some of the best 
schools. 

“The competition took a tre-
mendous amount of collabora-
tion,” Dugar said. “Each of us 
had our own strengths, and we 
were all dependent on each oth-
er for success.” u

BY AnushreeDugar

science bowl

togatalks

junior Phillip Singer

The club could 
offer a chance to 
learn computer 
science without 
taking a class.”

junior  Doug Jones

Yes, I think I 
could learn some 
things that could 
be useful for me 
in the future.”

Are you interested 
in learning Computer 
Science from the
Developers Club?

senior Eren Veziroglu

Not really, it’s 
better to learn 
computer science 
as you come up 
with your own 
program ideas.”

Club members offer computer science classes
BY MinuPalaniappan

ApplicAtion Developers

At the Application Develop-
ers Club’s first few meetings 
in October, ideas were aplenty. 
However, when these ideas 
were ready for implementation, 
club members with little pro-
gramming experience had little 
to contribute.

“Instead of having them sim-
ply sit around, why not fill the 
gaps in their knowledge about 
coding?” club co-president Su-

jay Khandekar recalls asking 
himself.

For the past two weeks, the 
club has hosted tutorials dur-
ing Wednesday lunches during 
which students learn the pro-
gramming language Java.

Vice president Kabir Chan-
drasekhar first introduced the 
idea of offering coding lessons 
when the club’s weekly lunch 
meetings grew unproductive. 
Instead of utilizing meeting 
times for programming collabo-

ration, members would simply 
lounge around and maybe ex-
plain their ideas on an abstract 
level.

With just nine of its members 
familiar with Java, Python and 
C, the club welcomes the pos-
sibility of a greater number of 
capable programmers.

The instructor of these ses-
sions, senior Evan Ye, has taught 
a few foundational concepts but 
intends to introduce abstract 
ones in the future.

“Teaching others my knowl-
edge? I love it!” Ye said. “It’s re-
ally fun to formulate your skills 
in an interesting, digestible way. 
I also try to incite creativity and 
passion, and it’s really reward-
ing when students succeed.”

Ye plans to teach students a 
broad understanding of Java. 
From syntax and semantics les-
sons to algorithmic problem-
solving and application devel-
opment, students who grasp 
Ye’s lessons will enter AP Com-

puter Science with a head start.
“I think this teaching expe-

rience allows students to get 
an exposure to the underside 
of our growing technological 
world,” Ye said. “It’s useful to 
attend these short classes to 
gauge your affinity and interest 
in this complicated field.”

The club hopes to influence 
more students to take computer 
science courses and, in turn, 
contribute to the mobile apps 
that the club is developing. u

BY MichaelLee

Leadership against AIDS

Her name was Mama Katele. 
Out of the thousands of people 
in a Zambian refugee camp, 
she was the only person who 
was openly HIV-positive. Ev-
eryone else was too fearful of 
the societal shame associated 
with the disease. 

When three Stanford stu-
dents—including Saratoga 
alumna Lauren Young—trav-
eled to Zambia to volunteer in 
2005, they met Mama Katele 
and learned of her struggles 
against disease and disgrace. 

Mama Katele inspired the 
three students to form FACE 
AIDS, an organization dedicat-
ed to fighting HIV by “build-
ing a movement of young lead-
ers dedicated to global health 
equity and social justice,” 
according to their website, 
faceaids.org.

On Jan. 26 Young returned 
to Saratoga and spoke to the 
Leadership class about FACE 
AIDS.  

Her cause inspired junior 

Sasan Saadat to work with se-
niors Alison Knysh and Steph-
anie Shimizu to form their own 
FACE AIDS chapter at Sarato-
ga High.

 In over 200 American high 
schools and colleges, the orga-
nization has established chap-
ters that lead awareness cam-
paigns and raise money for 
health care.

“A big part of what they’re 
doing is trying to get more 
funding and more awareness 
… but also to show Saratoga 
students what young people 
are capable of,” Saadat said.  

Seniors Mac Hyde and 
Joshua Harris and sophomore 
Erhland Hollingsworth, all of 
whom work with the drama 
department, have also started 
planning a 24-hour-long “play 
in a day” to help support FACE 
AIDS. 

“A lot of kids have wanted 
to do this, but [FACE AIDS] 
enables kids to say, ‘Look, I’m 
doing it, and it’s for a good 
cause,’” Hyde said.

Hyde described two differ-

ent approaches to the “play in 
a day”: either the students in-
volved would use a traditional 
script or they would write, 
memorize and stage an origi-
nal, student-written play.

“I personally would prefer 
the latter, because it would be 
completely student produced,” 
Hyde said. 

Saadat appreciates the value 
of communal contribution—
whether it is through a walk-a-
thon, a marathon play or sim-
ply raising awareness about 
a cause—that FACE AIDS 
preaches.

“There’s this quote by Syd-
ney Smith that’s like, ‘It is the 
greatest of all mistakes to do 
nothing because you can only 
do little—do what you can,’” 
Saadat said. 

He added, “It was really 
cool that every little bit you 
do—just telling more people 
about it or raising just a little 
bit of money with a bake sale, 
you know—even though we’re 
young people. And, of course, 
it’s a good cause, too.” u

STUDENTS FORM CHAPTER, RAISE AWARENESS

ENGLISH  Benefits, 
warnings for doubling

FAce AiDs

Friend said that the depart-
ment decided to offer this option 
in response to desires expressed 
by students and parents. But 
the class is only open to stu-
dents now enrolled in English 
Honors who have undergone a 
thorough review process; they 
will be able to take their second 
choice AP English class on a 
space-available basis.

Junior Sasan Saadat is one of 
the five humanity-oriented stu-
dents who are hoping to double 
up on English classes next year. 
He chose to double up for sev-
eral reasons.

“I basically wanted to show 
colleges that I’m really passion-
ate about English and the hu-
manities,” Saadat said.

Saadat also said that taking 
both AP English courses would 
allow him to fully develop his 
reading and writing skills.

“In the Silicon Valley, be-
cause a lot of our parents are 
generally engineers and doc-
tors,” Saadat said. “There’s a 
huge slide towards those kinds 
of classes.”

Saadat, who is highly in-
volved in school activities, said 
that his English teacher, Su-
zanne Herzman, was concerned 
that he would not have enough 
time next year to handle the 
rigorous coursework that dou-
bling up entails. 

“She said, ‘I know that you’re 
very involved in other aspects 
of the school and that’s going to 
have to take a back seat [if you 
double up on English].”

According to Friend, the 
workload for students doubling 
up will be “very intense.”

“I would recommend it to 
a small band of devoted and 
hardworking students who 
love the humanities and relish 
the though of drowning in a sea 
of reading and essays,” Friend 
said.

Saadat believes he can handle 
the immense amount of reading 
required in the two classes.

“It’s going to be a difficult 
task,” Saadat said, “But I’m re-
ally committed.”

Friend said that students 
who chose to double will not be 
excused from assignments that 
seem similar in nature. u

continued from pg. 1
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The Knicks point guard Jeremy Lin’s 
recent rise from obscurity to basketball 
stardom has cast a spotlight on ethnic 
disagreements between mainland Chi-
nese and Taiwanese. The question is, is 
Taiwan a legitimate country?

The conflict, especially relevant in 
Saratoga since Chinese and Taiwanese 
Americans coexist, originated when the 
communists rose to power in mainland 
China. With American support, the na-
tionalist government fled to Taiwan, 
where they call themselves the Republic 
of China. 

However, mainland China’s govern-
ment claims that Taiwan is part of China 
and disregards Taiwan as a country, 
spawning a major point of contention 
between the two sides. 

I want to ease into this. If you’re Tai-
wanese or feel strongly about the is-
sue, grab a chair and find a comfortable 
place. Think happy thoughts. Grab a bite 
to eat. Remember, happy thoughts.

Ready? OK, here’s the answer. 
Taiwan is not a country.
(You’re either vomiting or burning 

this paper right now.)
Stay calm. Remember, I love Taiwan 

and nearly all of my friends are Taiwan-
ese Americans. Give me some time, and 
I’ll convince you.

It was 1949, and with American sup-
port, the nationalist government fled to 
Taiwan, where they became the Repub-
lic of China. The problem is, mainland 
China’s government continues to claim 
that Taiwan is a part of China.

Mainland China’s position on Taiwan 

BY SamuelLiu

point guard Jeremy Lin

I’m really proud of being 
Chinese, I’m really proud 
of my parents being from 
Taiwan.”

Number of missiles 
China has pointed at 
Taiwan

1,100

Number of major 
countries that 
officially recognize 
Taiwan

0

Percent of countries 
that officially 
recognize Taiwan12
Number of seats 
Taiwan has in the 
United Nations0 

Approximate 
number of Taiwans 
needed to fill China267

i s 
t h a t 
there is only one China and that Taiwan 
is part of China. China hopes to regain 
Taiwan someday. 

Taiwan has formed its own separate 
culture and is self-governing. In all prac-
ticality, it is its own country, but it does 
not dare to declare independence be-
cause China will most certainly invade. 
Obviously, Taiwan’s people feel a deep 
sense of nationalism, as well as under-
standable resentment.

But the most interesting facet of the 
debate is where the rest of the world 
stands. Taiwan resigned from the Unit-
ed Nations when China joined, and the 
communist government was officially 
recognized as the governing body of 
China. 

Neither the UN nor the U.S. recog-
nizes Taiwan as a country—but that’s 
where relations are less clear.

America’s Taiwan Relations Act does 
not recognize the terminology of “Re-
public of China” after Jan. 1, 1979, but 
uses the terminology of “governing au-
thorities on Taiwan,” which means that 

the U.S. does not recognize Taiwan, or 
the “Republic of China.” 

The U.S. also uses a “strategy of am-
biguity” with China; it never specifi-
cally says that it won’t help Taiwan in 
armed conflict.

Taiwan is a valuable asset to America 
in that it is westernized and a democracy, 
in contrast to China’s restrictive commu-
nist ways. Still, America does not want 
to risk conflict with China, which views 
the Taiwan Relations Act as “an unwar-
ranted intrusion by the United States 
into the internal affairs of China.”

America’s affinity for Taiwan has 
directly influenced Saratoga High. Al-
though Taiwan is minuscule in compari-
son to China, the Taiwanese population 
in the Bay Area outweighs the Chinese 
population.

I am a first-generation Chinese-Amer-
ican; my relatives are all from mainland 
China. At the risk of becoming pariah in 
this school where Chinese-Americans 
are a minority, I’m going to go out on a 
limb and say that Taiwan is by definition 
not a country; but it should be. I’ll hold 
the Constitution as my defense, and a 
criticism to the United States’ hypocrisy. 
Government, the Constitution states, 
derives “their just Powers from the Con-
sent of the Governed...”

If Taiwan acts as a country, then it 
should be recognized as a country. But 
by strict definition, Taiwan cannot yet be 
considered a country. u

sophomore Gloria Liou

sophomore Jason Li

The Falcon polled 71 students. The similarity in numbers suggests that students are 
somewhat polarized over the issue.

Should Taiwan be a country?

25.4% 
 No

74.6%  Yes

falconpoll
Is Taiwan a country?

70.4%  Yes

29.6% 
 No

senior James Huang

Sun and Stars The Chinese stars 
and Taiwan’s sun; both are on 
the countries respective flags

The Great Debate

sophomore Kristie Lin

Wikipedia and Time

JereMy lin’s nationality has becoMe a 
new twist in the taiwan-china debate. is 
taiwan a country? readers weigh in.

falconfigures

I believe that everyone should have a 
sense of self-pride and have pride in 
one’s hometown, but I don’t believe 
such a problem should be debated as 
much as it is. Most of the high-school-
ers who are so adamant about being 
Taiwanese simply get their ideas from 
their parents.”

Just like China wants to claim 
Jeremy Lin for their own, Chi-
na wants to claim Taiwan for 
its own. It’s a case of national-
istically fueled greed—China is 
just being greedy.”

Honestly, I really hate how we Chinese have to 
differentiate between mainland and Taiwanese. 
I’m sure Jeremy would agree with me and that 
he would not want to be called specifically 
Taiwanese or mainland Chinese. We are all 
Chinese and shouldn’t differentiate what type of 
Chinese people we are. Jeremy is Chinese.”

Sorry, you guys have Yao Ming. We 
got the Lin-sanity.” 
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In a classroom on campus, 
a teacher says: “All right 
class, you have 30 minutes. 

Time starts now!”
Just next door, another 

teacher says, “40 minutes for 
the test, now go!”

Teachers within the same depart-
ment will often assign different ver-
sions of a test and use different grading 
methods. This lack of uniformity is un-
fair to students, especially if teachers 
of the same subject do not collaborate 
with each other, because it gives some 
students an advantage over others.

Although all California teachers are 
required to adhere to certain teaching 
standards that must be met during 
the course of the school year, teachers 
have the freedom to decide how they 
wish to meet those standards. Teach-
ers create their own tests, curriculum 
and assignments.

When teachers are allowed to de-
vise their own way of teaching, it often 

gives one student an advantage over 
another student taking the same class 
with a different teacher. For example, 
some teachers offer A+’s to their stu-
dents, while other teachers of the same 
subject do not.

This irregularity is unfair, for if 
two hardworking students had differ-
ent teachers, only one of them would 
have the chance 
to earn an A+. 
Colleges would 
then only see 
the A+ on the 
transcript, with-
out taking the 
circumstances 
behind the grade into consideration. 
Grades should objectively reflect the 
student’s knowledge, not unfair dif-
ferences in grading policy.

The formats of tests should also be 
taken into consideration. The use of 
calculators and time limits for tests 
should especially be regulated, be-
cause variations between these would 
give some students an advantage over 

others. Tests 
taken with 
S c a n t r o n s 
and multiple 
choice op-
tions are easi-
er to guess on 
compared to 

short answer tests.
Certain departments on campus are 

already standardizing the way teach-
ers teach subjects. For example, AP 
U.S. History teachers Kim Anzalone, 
Margarita Morelle and Matthew Tor-
rens meet regularly to collaborate to 
create the same rubrics for grading es-
says and create similar classroom ac-

tivities, such as role 
simulations.

The benefits of 
collaborating on 
the same curricu-
lum are endless. 
Students can ap-
proach any teacher 

that teaches the subject during tutorial, 
giving the student more opportunities 
to receive help if their own teacher is 
busy.

Additionally, standardized cur-
riculum and grading techniques pre-
vent students from complaining that 
one teacher is “easier” than another. 
In APUSH, in which three teachers 
teach the subject, all students from any 
teacher are equally prepared for the 
AP exams. 

More departments on campus 
should start to follow in the footsteps 
of the APUSH teachers, in order to en-
sure that any teacher students are as-
signed to allows them an equal chance 
to earn a high grade. u
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Teachers’ different ways 
of grading unfair to students

Opinion of the Falcon Editorial Board
Editor-in-chief

David Eng
Opinion Editor

Jason Wu
Reporter
Grace Ma

The Saratoga Falcon staff voted 35-4 in favor of standardized grading.

Sparknotes OK if utilized properly
Here’s a typical conversation be-

tween two students while at school: “So 
did you read the English book for home-
work?” “Nope, I just Sparknoted it.”

Sparknotes is famous in high schools 
for being the go-to resource for students 
when they are piled under a mountain of 
homework and want to save time by tak-
ing a shortcut in their English reading. 

The truth of the matter is that high-
school students often don’t have enough 
time or energy to endure 70 pages of 
“All Quiet on the Western Front” or to 
decipher the intricacies of “Hamlet.”

With Sparknotes, a website that of-
fers thorough summaries per chapter for 
well-known novels, students are able to 
save themselves from sleepless nights 
(or falling asleep at their desk, using the 
school book as their pillow) and head-
aches from reading tiny printed text. 
No wonder Sparknotes is so popular; 
instead of reading pages of complicated 
literature, they can simply scroll through 
one page on the website and understand 
the gist in just a few minutes.

However, to the disappointment of 
some students, Sparknotes isn’t always 
an easy way out. Teachers have come 
to realize the aid it provides and have 
learned to design their assignments so 
that just reading Sparknotes will leave 
students no less confused and frustrated 
while taking tests and quizzes. 

They have good reason to do so; Spar-
knotes’ original intention was to provide 
a study guide but by now, most students 

rely on it as a shortcut that borders on 
cheating, as they avoid reading the ac-
tual material itself and instead use Spar-
knotes as a way to escape homework.

Even so, Sparknotes is often a useful 
tool to help students connect the dots 
between the words they read and the 
actual meaning behind them. After the 
summary of each chapter, the site offers 
a detailed section analyzing the content. 
Or in the case of No Fear Shakespeare, 
an extension of Sparknotes, students 
can read transcriptions of Shakespeare’s 
plays into modern day English, which 
many students consider to be a life saver, 
or at least to their English grade. 

The best method when finding the 
balance between Sparknotes and an in-
timidating English novel is to first scan 

the online summary for a general idea, 
read the novel itself and then refer to the 
analysis to fully understand each sec-
tion. With the benefits of reading both 
the assigned chapter and the online 
analysis, students will also earn more 
participation points when they raise 
their hands and share their knowledge 
in class, thanks to Sparknotes.

Although teachers often dislike the 
fact that students may merely be sprout-
ing off the words and ideas of Spar-
knotes, reading the website does lend to 
an enhanced understanding of the novel 
and leads to more productive class dis-
cussions.

After all, Sparknotes’s slogan is, 
“When your books and teachers don’t 
make sense, we do.” u

Some teachers offer A+’s 
to their students, while 
other teachers of the 
same subject do not.

BY KarenSung candidcaricatures

 KAREN SUNG

teacher Natasha Ritchie

Can we stop 
students from 
using it? No. Does 
it prevent students 
from thinking on 
their own? Yes.”

sophomore Susanna Lee

It is reasonable to 
let the students 
use it because it 
helps students 
analyze reading.”

Should students 
be allowed to use 
Sparknotes?

togatalks
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The newly introduced PROTECT IP 
Act, or Preventing Real Online Threats 
to Economic Creativity and Theft of In-
tellectual Property Act, PIPA for short, 
has caused a storm of controversy in the 
Internet community. And while the Sen-
ate’s intentions are sound in creating this 
act, their methods infringe upon basic 
freedoms that Americans hold dear. 

The bill introduces two methods of 
fighting online piracy facilitated by for-
eign websites. The first method aims to 
force Internet service providers such as 
Comcast to block the domains of copy-
right-infringing sites.

While the need to protect intellectu-
al property is pressing, forcing private 
companies such as Comcast to bear the 
burden of protecting this property is un-
fair. Additionally, according to the pro-
visions of the act, the site could still be 
blocked  even if the illegal content was 
user submitted.

 This effectively infringes on online 
freedom and irrationally holds websites 
accountable for material the operators 
did not even post. If PIPA is passed, it 
will result in the immediate blocking of 
over hundreds of websites for no fault of 
their own. 

This in turn will result in websites 
disabling their user participation fea-
tures altogether, stemming free speech 
by instilling fear of online communica-
tion and sharing. 

In an increasingly global community, 
interactions among people from differ-
ing countries become more and more 
important. Governments should not be 

trying to restrict Americans from creat-
ing bonds across nation lines. Already 
people of different nationalities are in-
terconnected through websites such as 
Twitter and Facebook, the enactment of 
PIPA will effectively restrict their means 
of communication. 

PIPA’s second method of enforce-
ment is to remove all access to offending 
sites by mandating that search engines 
remove all links to the website in ques-
tion. Once again, this places the burden 
on search engines to moderate their con-
tent when in fact the government should 
prosecute the offending sites. However, 
because America has no jurisdiction over 
foreign websites this is the only way the 
government can respond.

In both methods, PIPA seeks to block 
American users from accessing illegal 

foreign content rather than attacking the 
problem at its source. The loss of Ameri-
can users will not diminish the power of 
these websites as they have user bases in 
multitudes of other countries. 

Film-making industries currently 
support PIPA because they wish to re-
cover profits that are currently being 
leeched away by the availability of free 
content online. If PIPA is enacted, how-
ever, the economic consequences will 
be much more dire. Millions of dollars 
will have to be spent by the government 
in enforcement, and also by individual 
websites to safeguard their content 
against piracy.

Until America negotiates with foreign 
countries to control the content on their 
websites, punishing American citizens 
and companies is not the answer. u

Saving paper a team effort 

candidcaricatures

 ALEX JU

PIPA: Right idea but wrong methods
BY ParulSingh

Favoring 
minorities 
unfair for 
everybody

According to the American Forest and 
Paper Association, the average Ameri-
can uses about 748 pounds of paper per 
year. That amounts to over 900 million 
trees per year that need to be cut down 
to supply wood pulp for America’s pa-
per industry alone. Each mature tree can 
absorb about 48 pounds of carbon diox-
ide and 60 pounds of other pollutants 
from the air annually.

Do the math. That’s a lot of carbon 
dioxide that stays in the atmosphere, 
contributing to the greenhouse effect—
the trapping of heat in the Earth’s atmo-
sphere. This extra heat that re-radiates 
back to the Earth’s surface is slowly but 
surely raising the average temperature of 
the planet. Glaciers are melting, biomes 
are changing and certain species are ap-
proaching extinction.

Saratoga High and its students can 
play their part by 
cutting down on 
paper waste. The 
excessive amounts 
of handouts are 
not needed. His-
tory classes in 
particular should 
cut down on their 
100-plus worksheets and packets, but 
all classes in general need to limit their 
waste of the copy room’s supply. For a 
teacher to print a one-page handout for 
three normal-sized classes, he or she 
needs about 90 to 100 sheets of paper. 

Teachers and students alike can cut 
down on this paper usage by using other 
resources. Students can use whiteboards 

or overhead projec-
tors to do classwork. 
Outside readings and 
other non-worksheet 
assignments can go 
onto a teacher’s web-
site as online files; 
students can then 
print them out on an 

as-needed basis. 
Teachers can also make homework as-

signments completely digital: using tur-
nitin.com, Google Docs or even email, 
students can then submit their complet-
ed work without wasting paper.

While occasionally more expensive 
than its non-green counterpart, recycled 
paper allows the wood pulp from trees 
to be reused, greatly limiting the amount 
of trees a corporation needs to cut down. 
Additionally, recycling paper deriva-
tives such as cardboard, unused napkins 
and boxes keep paper in the current sup-
ply and out of landfills. 

The school has done its part to help 
the environment through its “Green 
Team,” a student-run commission that 
has moved to install solar panels, ther-
mal pool heating and air conditioning 
improvements. However, nine students 
and the administration cannot tackle 
this alone; everyone needs to do his or 
her part. u

BY MichaelLee candidcaricatures

ALEX JU
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sophomore Prachi Dholakia 

I think the school 
should use tools 
like Turnitin to do 
more assignments 
online.”

senior Christine Liu

There should be 
more recycling 
bins and teachers 
should have 
to print papers 
double-sided.”

What do you think 
the school should 
do to be more 
environmentally 
friendly?

Proposition 209, passed by ballot 
in California in 1996, amended the 
state’s constitution to bar public in-
stitutions from considering race, sex 
or ethnicity in any publicly funded 
activity, including employment and 
education.

In the meantime, critics of this 
proposition have been trying to cir-
cumvent it for years. For example, in 
October 2011, Bill SB 185 almost be-
came law in California. It would have 
allowed the CSU and UC systems to 
give certain races preference in ad-
mission. 

The only thing that prevented Cal-
ifornia Gov. Jerry Brown from signing 
this bill into law was his belief that the 
courts should decide whether such a 
law should reverse amendments to 
the state constitution.

Affermative action unconstitutional     
Instead of seeking preferential 

treatment for certain races, critics of 
Proposition 209 should devote their 
energies to providing better oppor-
tunities for minorities to help prepare 
them for college.

Race-based quotas—the practice of 
reserving a percentage of admission 
slots for certain minorities—were 
declared unconstitutional by the Su-
preme Court in 1978 in Bakke v. Re-
gents of UC Davis.

Even though race was allowed to 
be one of many “factors” in universi-
ty admissions by the Supreme Court 
in 2003 in Gratz v. Bollinger, in a 5-4 
decision, that decision too is likely to 
be overturned this fall.

On Feb. 21, the Supreme Court de-
cided to revisit Gratz v. Bollinger by 
accepting a case seeking to overturn 
it.  This acceptance implies that five 
of the current nine justices believe 
that there is a reasonable chance that 
Gratz v. Bollinger will be overturned.

Affirmative action is racist and 
undermines what we cherish most 
about our country: being a meritoc-
racy in which the incidence of birth 
is relatively unimportant, unlike in 
some older cultures.

Better alternatives already exist
Lastly, race-based affirmative ac-

tion should be eliminated because  
tried and tested alternatives can ac-
complish the same goals.

For example, California’s Early 
Academic Outreach Program targets 
underprivileged kids and gives them 
the education they need to succeed 
academically. Unlike race-based affir-
mative action programs, this program 
is not race-based, but rather caters to 
financially deprived children.

Another alternative to race-based 
affirmative action is the 10 percent 
plan instated in Texas.  This plan ad-
mits the top 10 percent of each high 
school class to state schools, regard-
less of ACT or SAT scores. 

The 10 percent plan is known to 
be successful since it resolves many 
issues simultaneously: It is not racist, 
and yet it gives those who are in less 
privileged circumstances the oppor-
tunities they well deserve. 

These programs and plans are 
proven to work. Affirmative action, as 
we know it, can be done away with, 
and it will not be missed. All that is 
lacking is the political will to stop giv-
ing advantages to various races. u

BY GraceMa
& SanjNalwa

Nine students and the 
administration cannot 
tackle this job alone; 

everyone needs to play 
his or her part. 
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senior Vishal Goel

I  had a internship at a Cancer 
Research center in Texas last 
summer and one time I fell 
asleep in the hallway for who 
knows how long. When I woke 
up all the doctors were all 
whispering around me so that I 
wouldn’t wake up.”

What is the 
weirdest place  
you have fallen 
asleep? 

Home cooking from outside

Oversized Knit 
Sweater: 

hand me down 
from sister

Target Black 
Tights:

$5 

H&M Black 
Shorts:

$15

Aldo Leather 
Boots: 

$60

Samantha Cheng, 11
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As the child of working parents, I find 
myself constantly scavenging for leftovers 
in the refrigerator or cooking a narrow va-
riety of food for myself, ranging from toast 
to french toast.

After what became too routine, I re-
cently found salvation in a completely dif-
ferent and more fortunate alternative.

Chef Xu’s Private Kitchen located in 
Saratoga serves authentic Chinese cuisine 
specially designed to provide affordable 
food for families with busy parents who 
have no time to cook. 
While many choose 
to eat fast food or mi-
crowavable dinners, 
being the health freak 
I am, I could not bare 
to eat such unhealthy 
food.

Chef Xu’s is a 
family-style catering 
business that tries 
to provide healthy, 
clean dinners, which 
means less oil, less 
salt and absolutely 
no MSG. This family-
owned business has a goal to provide as-
sistance to families with no time to cook, 
but still want their children to be able to 
have a home-cooked dinner every day.

I found their mission to be genuine with 
good intentions, so I automatically trusted 
the quality of the food.

The ordering procedure is pretty simple: 
There is a set menu for every weekday of 
the month and one orders one day in ad-
vance. I found this system a little inflexible 
and challenging because I wouldn’t have 
much choice but to eat what they are of-
fering that specific day.

The food is then either delivered to the 
customer’s house or it can be picked up. 
Each set menu is enough to feed four peo-
ple and includes a meat entree, vegetables, 

a dish of meat and vegetables and rice for 
$23.

Individual dishes can also be purchased, 
but I would suggest simply ordering the 
full meal because each set has a nice bal-
ance of meat and vegetables, which satis-
fies all nutritional needs.

Specialities consist of Hangzhou stew 
duck in soy sauce, jellied pork leg and ses-
ame green onion pancake.

Chef Xu cooks food from the Zhejiang 
Province, more specifically Huangzhou, 
which is known as the “land of fish and 
rice.”  The cuisine is not greasy and is fresh 

and tender. The chef 
even flavors dishes 
with a special sauce.

I found this tradi-
tional view to be exact 
as a lot of the dishes 
are braised, resulting 
in tender and flavor-
ful meat.

Normally, the 
problem with eat-
ing food not made in 
my own home is that 
I cannot trust how 
clean it is. Restau-
rant food is generally 

more expensive and has unbelievably high 
caloric value and fat—just check online, 
it’ll shock you. However, the food is made 
in another family’s kitchen, and the family 
acknowledges these concerns and holds 
the same values.

The food is generally pretty simple, and 
there is nothing at all extravagant about 
the food. My mother could probably cook 
the same food, but the difference is that 
when time becomes such a scarcity, this 
truly becomes a good deal. For the little 
time I put in to order the food, I get quality 
food that is not detrimental to my health 
or my wallet.

Orders can be placed by emailing 
hangzhouxuji@gmail.com or calling (408) 
872-1410. u 

(OUT OF FIVE)

To order: (408) 872-1410
Type of food: Chinese
Price range: $
What to get: Coca-cola chicken

Chef Xu’s

BY VivienLu

Can you ... nap in a mattress store?

junior Candice Suh

My dog has a really nice heater 
that she uses and one day I was 
feeling cold so I decided to sit 
next to her. I was petting her 
while reading a book when all 
of a sudden I fell asleep on her 
bed.” 

As a junior, my idea of a thrilling ad-
venture is to get over six hours of un-
interrupted sleep. Even more daring, 
however, is my regular practice of taking 
lengthy naps... on weekdays. 

But taking naps at home isn’t always 
so desirable. Having recently inherited 
my brother’s (larger, warmer, nicer, 
etc.) room, my new queen-sized bed is 
now the home of textbooks, papers and 
binders during the day, so I always run 
the risk of rolling over in my sleep and 
squashing my APUSH notes. And since 
I drool in my sleep, waking up to find 
damp spots on my crushed notes is al-
ways slightly awkward. (Sorry, Ms. Mo-
relle...) 

Then one day I heard on the radio a 
commercial for Mancini’s SleepWorld.  
“Come on in and try our mattresses out!” 
they blared.  This offer had intrigued me 
for years (Mancini’s SleepWorld com-

mercials had regularly interrupted my 
Pokemon marathons on the WB as a 
child, so I was fairly familiar with their 
boastful claims.) So I finally decided, in 
all seriousness, to take them up on that 
offer.

I walked into the mattress store on 
a Saturday afternoon, wearing cloth-
ing that toed the delicate line between 
extremely-comfortable and looking-
like-a-sleep-deprived-hobo. I told my 
mom (who was, as it happens, actually 
looking for a new mattress) that I would 
meet her back in the store in a few hours; 
then, I looped around her and found a 
secluded corner in the store. In my en-
suing hunt for the perfect nap-taking 
mattress, I finally found The One: it was 
1) sheathed in enough voluminous blan-
kets and pillows that another lump on 
the bed (me) would go unnoticed, and 
2) hidden away from the watchful eyes 
of employees on the prowl for vagrants 
like me. It was perfect.

Surprisingly, I actually managed to 
fall asleep. It probably should not have 
come as a surprise, because although I 
do have insomniatic tendencies in my 
own room I am exceedingly good at fall-
ing asleep in places I shouldn’t. (Again... 
sorry, Ms. Morelle.) 

The nap only lasted about an hour, 
disappointingly. I was rudely awoken 
by an employee who was evidently 
trying to rearrange the pillows and 
blankets on the bed. When she tried to 
move one lump and found me instead, I 
awoke with a start; she stared at me and 

asked what I was doing. If my life were 
a sitcom, I would have made some witty 
quip and used my endearing charm to 
weasel my way out of the awkward situ-
ation. Instead, I mumbled some quick, 
barely audible excuse about “just testing 
it out” and quietly tried to slink away in-
conspicuously. 

That episode effectively ended any fu-
ture mattress-store escapades, although 
it certainly was nice while it lasted. Sleep 
as a whole has become a rarity... I’ll sleep 
when I’m dead, quoth Macbeth. Or in a 
mattress store. u 

BY JackieGu
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WaYS To cELEbraTE ST. PaTrIck’S DaY

Make a leprechaun trap. 
Take a look at this page for 
some good ideas.

Wear green. or just tape a 
leaf onto your shirt to avoid 
being pinched.

Drink up! apple juice, of 
course.

Speak in an Irish accent all 
day. Your attractiveness will 
increase tenfold.

catch a leprechaun. or a 
freshman, who can tell the 
difference?

change all the lights in 
school to emit green. Sorry, 
Gatsby.

Search for a four leaf clover. 
after all,  holiday cliches are 
a must.

Eat Lucky charms. 
because that’s clearly 
traditional.

attempt to do every unlucky 
thing possible to see if the luck of 
the Irish is with you.“YoLo”

Ingrid Hong and 
allison Toh 

topten

 Go to the Benefit Fashion 
Show: celebrate the holiday in 
style

     In Saratoga, St. Patrick’s Day seems much like a normal day, if only distinguish-
able by more green shirts and sweaters, but for Claudia Walsh, the child of two Irish 
parents, the day holds cultural significance.

How do you celebrate St. Patrick’s Day?
Every year my family and I watch really funny Irish movies in the evening on St. 
Patrick’s Day. The funny thing about St. Patrick’s Day in the United States is that 
people do the whole leprechaun thing, but in Ireland people get kind of annoyed and 
somewhat offended by it.  In Ireland people just party all day.

Has the way you celebrate St. Patrick’s Day changed over the years?
When I was younger, I was really involved in Irish Dance, so around St. Patrick’s Day 
and on St. Patrick’s Day I would dance with my dance school at fairs, festivals, wed-
dings, retirement homes, and Irish bars or restaurants every year. But since I don’t 
dance anymore, it’s more laid back and my family usually just has corned beef and 
cabbage and watches movies.. 

Why is St. Patrick’s Day important to you?
My parents have celebrated St. Patrick’s Day for their whole lives, because both of 
them are from Ireland and St. Patrick’s Day is a really big holiday over there (about 
as big as the 4th of July is in the United States). Kids in Ireland get the day off on St. 
Patrick’s Day and shops are closed, so most people in Ireland just get together and 
have huge parties. 

Do your friends celebrate St. Patrick’s Day? 
Yes, actually a lot of my friends who aren’t Irish celebrate St. Patrick’s Day, which 
is pretty funny to me! One of my friends who is of Mexican descent has a big party 
every year for it with her family and friends.

Whether it’s a “Kiss Me, I’m Irish” T-shirt or 
a delicious spoonful of “Lucky Charms” cereal, 
Americans have their own thoughts about what 
represents St. Patrick’s Day.

“Probably green and leprechauns and 
four leaf clovers!” freshman Sonal Pai 
said.

“Pots of gold? Irish? Pinching people?” 
junior Shreyas Doshi added.

To most people those words capture 
the essence of St. Patrick’s day: a holiday 
when people run around in green, search-
ing for four leaf clovers and chasing lepre-
chauns. Sound familiar?

According to a 2009 survey, to 1 in 
5 Americans, St. Patrick’s Day is just 
a day to get drunk. About 1 in 10 go 
to parades while 1 in 13.58 go to par-
ties.

But as publicized as drinking 
alcohol and pinching people are, 
these are only the commercialized 
aspects of a holiday that started 
out as a religious event.

The belief is that St. Patrick, who is 
now the patron saint of Ireland, started out as 
a slave brought to Ireland. After he escaped, 
he returned to Ireland to bring Christianity to 
the people. From around the 10th century, the 
Irish celebrate his Roman Catholic feast day 
on March 17.

Wearing green
The traditional color of St. Patrick’s Day is not 

green, but blue. Green just gradually became the 
color associated with the holiday because of the 
shamrocks, or three leaf clovers, that were 
symbols of St. Patrick himself.

Pinching people for not wearing 

green started out in America in the 1700s because of 
the idea that those not wearing green were visible to 
leprechauns. Leprechauns tended to pinch humans, 
so to warn others of these creatures, people decided 
to pinch each other too.

Four-leaf clovers
In fact, four-leaf clovers are not tradition-

ally associated with St. Patrick’s Day at all. 
Instead, three-leaf clovers, or shamrocks, 

represented a certain philosophy of the 
Irish which was represented by St. 
Patrick. These three-leaf clovers were 

considered items of good luck and good 
fortune.

Leprechauns
At least at some point 
in their preschool 

or elementary school ca-
reers, most students have 
made little leprechaun 
traps in hopes of snar-
ing one of these 
Irish fairies. 
Leprechauns 
w e r e 
hunted 
b y 

gold and treasure seekers who desired the pot of 
gold hidden by the leprechauns. Apparently, a close 
eye had to be kept on these mythical creatures after 
they were caught because looking away for a sec-
ond could make them vanish forever.

Although more than just another Ameri-
canized holiday, most of what Ameri-
cans today celebrate on St. Patrick’s 
Day does indeed have roots 
in the traditional, original 
purposes of the day. u

bY ashwiniVelchamy

History behind St. Patrick’s Day
On March 17, a sea of green sweeps 

through all of America as people cel-
ebrate the most famous Irish holiday. 
Although America often associate St. 
Patrick’s Day with the traditions of 
wearing green and pinching those who 
don’t, in reality, the holiday is supposed 
to celebrate the arrival of Christianity 
in Ireland.

One family that has celebrated St. 
Patrick’s Day in the past is the MacF-
hionnlaoich family. Junior Feargus cel-
ebrated the holiday all through elemen-
tary and middle school and his brother, 
freshman Conall, still celebrates it to-
day.

Conall said that he would try to 
wear as much green as possible on St. 
Patrick’s Day. 

“We used to go to Party City and buy 
hats and green shirts. I had an earring 
a while ago and I got big four leaf clo-

ver earrings,” Feargus said. “My mom 
would dye the milk green, so when 
we had cereal, it’d be green. I think we 
used to buy Lucky Charms, it was re-
ally cliché.”

Feargus no longer celebrates the 
holiday because he “grew out of it,” but 
when he did, he loved setting traps. “I 
looked forward to building leprechaun 
traps for school. I loved doing that be-
cause I was totally convinced lepre-
chauns were real,” he said.

Feargus said that much of his fam-
ily lives in Ireland and the way they 
celebrate the holiday is very different 
from the way that people celebrate it in 
America.

“Here, it’s more like a Hallmark 
holiday with decorations. Over there, 
there’s a parade in Dublin and you 
eat foods like Shepherd's pie,” he said. 
“One year they even dyed the River 
Liffey, the river running through Dub-
lin, green.” u

bY JonathanYoung

Growing out of green?
IrIsh brothers dIscuss celebratIons

Carrying on traditions
st. PatrIck’s day Q&a wIth senIor claudIa walsh

-As told to Cecilia Hollenhorst

How to Catch a Leprechaun:
— Minu Palaniappan
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Leprechaun trap made by 
junior Venkat Munukutla

Learn about this leprechaun trap 
made by senior Jasmine Grant at 
saratogafalcon.org/features

FALCON // DYLAN JEW
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Gather some materials:

Glue•	
Scissors•	
Construction paper•	
Cardboard box•	
Pipe-cleaners •	
Fake gold•	

Cutting and gluing:  Cut construc-
tion paper into large strips. Paste 
them around the cardboard box to 
give it a colorful cover, and cut out 
a different color of construction pa-
per into little rectangles to act as the 
windows. Paste two on each side.

After giving the cardboard deco-
rations, cut out a flap in the cen-
ter of one side of the box to serve 
as a door. Last, cut out a large 
rectangle, and write something 
likely to lure a leprechaun. Paste 
this on the very top of the box, so 
it acts as a billboard.

Pipe cleaners:  The last step is 
attaching pipe-cleaners on each 
side of the box. Take assorted col-
ors of pipe cleaners and tie them 
to the top of each side of the box. 
The colors should correspond to 
the colors of the rainbow. 
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Leading out a sea of people in 
club onto the quad, seniors Peter 
Hsieh and Stanton Ho awe the 
audience during Homecoming 
week on Senior quad day, burst-
ing into a mash of hip-hop cho-
reography. A few minutes later, 
senior Megan Kao leads a large 
group of girls dressed in pink 
with purple stripes, astounding 
the audience surrounding the 
quad with her fluid dance chore-
ography.

Envisioning a club that would 
bring people with common inter-
ests together and that would al-
low newcomers to learn to dance 
from experienced dancers who 
would share their knowledge, 
Hsieh and Kao and alumnus 
Ricky Chiu created the Dance 

Club during the spring of 2011. 
“We felt that SHS didn’t have 

much of a dance scene outside of 
individuals and small groups of 
friends,” said Hsieh, the current 
co-president.

The club meets every Friday 
during lunch in the dance stu-
dio, alternating between student-
taught dance combination and 
free practice sessions.

Sophomore Ethan Chiu, an 
avid breakdancer, loves attend-
ing the club meetings. 

“I think it’s a really great club,” 
he said. “There are a lot of differ-
ent styles so we can all learn a lot 
of different aspects of dance.”

Chiu sees dance as a hobby 
and views it as a great way to ex-
press himself. 

“It makes me feel more free,” 
Chiu said. 

Hsieh developed his interest in 
dance just before high school af-
ter he started to follow TV shows 
“So You Think You Can Dance” 
and “America’s Best Dance 
Crew,” in addition to dancers on 
YouTube. Hsieh’s dance style in-
volves some hip-hop styles such 
as popping and locking as well as 
hip-hop choreography. 

“I enjoy dancing because it’s a 
hobby that allows me to be active 
and interact with music,” Hsieh 
said. “I also like it because of the 
friendships it can create.”

In college, Hsieh plans on join-
ing a dance crew to keep his so-
cial life interesting.

“In the future, I hope Dance 
Club will survive and grow more 
popular so that dancers here will 
benefit from having a strong 
dance community,” he said. u

With the noisy tap shoes, I begin 
to produce an entirely new 
sound. Stomp, hop, shuffle, 

step, flap, step, stomp and repeat—one 
of the simplest routines for any tap 
dancer.  It took me an hour to memorize 
this routine in the correct order and still 
I looked like an off-balance leprechaun, 
ungracefully clomping my large feet all 
over the place. 
 I have never really used my feet for 
anything that required such detailed 
movement besides occasionally wig-
gling them around out of boredom. It 
was not until senior Rachel Le tried 
to teach me how to tap dance for a 
dance-off against my fellow newspaper 
reporters that I realized how incapable 
of grace my feet really are.
 Rachel broke down each move for 
me, but whatever foot she told me to 
stomp, I would move the opposite one. 
 It was not that I did not listen or 
could not process what she directed 
me to do; movements that required so 

much control over my feet were just too 
foreign for me. 
 “While I was teaching, it was dif-
ficult and took a lot of patience because 
the moves 
that I do 
mindlessly 
made no sense 
to Vivien,” Le 
said.
 Foot dexterity 
has been engraved 
into Le’s mind. Le 
was brought 
to her first 
tap dancing 
class when 
she was 
3 years 
old and 
has 
been do-
ing it for the past 14 
years. With a couple 
hours of practice each 

week, she first took a part in a dance 
recital when she was 6. 
 “Since I was so young when I 
started,” Le said, “I picked it up easily, 
like how toddlers can pick up a new 

lan-
guage, 
so I 
didn’t 

realize 
how tricky it 

was for people 
starting now.”

 This does not 
mean, however, that 

it is impossible to 
start at a later age.
     Le advises a begin-
ner to “practice until 
it becomes a rhythm 
because the two things 
to make tap look and 
sound good are speed 
and accuracy.”
 Before I tried it myself, 

I always thought tap dancing was 
impressive, but not interesting enough 
to grasp my attention for too long. It 
looked pretty easy to clack my feet 
around the ground to produce a noise. 
 According to Le, people assume tap 
is always jolly and old-fashioned; how-
ever, it can modernized and performed 
to pop music just like any other style of 
dance.
 “The funnest part about tap is being 
able to create so much noise with only 
my feet,” Le said. “Once you get the 
routine, you’ll hear it, and it’s a really 
satisfying feeling.”
 I was momentarily blessed with this 
feeling during the dance-off in which 
I produced a video of all that I had 
learned. 
 This experience changed my mind as 
I gained a whole new appreciation for 
this form of art. 
 “I think Vivien did very well and she 
really learned how to appreciate it,” Le 
said. u

CAT DADDY …” I could feel 
my heart racing and my hands 
perspiring. As the high-pitched 

introductory words of the Rejectz song 
reverberated around the Journalism 
Room, I suddenly grew scared that I 
would blank and forget my routine or 
lose sync with the music. But, after I 
started, my body took over and each 
move led to the next.
 I have never thought of myself as 
a dancer, nor as someone who enjoys 
performing in front of a crowd.
 When I first saw my teacher, senior 
Peter Hsieh, who has been dancing 
since the summer of 2008, perform the 
routine, I was intimidated and found 
myself thinking, “How am I going to be 
able to do those moves?”
 Fortunately, Peter had experience 
teaching others from his participation in 
Quad Days and Dance Club.
 He told me that teaching is a good 

way to improve his own dancing skills 
since it forces him to break down moves 
in ways that other people understand.
 He believes that 
each dance style is 
learned best in its 
own way. 
 For dances such 
as ballet or con-
temporary, classes 
are generally the 
best way to learn. 
For freestyle 
and dances like 
mine, however, 
classes are 
not necessary 
and they 
can be self-
taught.
 Peter 
learned to 
dance on his 

own, from tutorials and videos from 
YouTube. His advice to me was to start 
with basics to develop a strong founda-

tion before moving onto 
any difficult moves.

 My dance was 
a hip-hop routine, 

featuring moves 
such as the “Cat 

Daddy” and 
the “Dou-

gie.” It was 
choreo-
graphed by 
Peter, who 
timed the 
moves to 
the lyrics 
and the 
beat. 
    This 
made the 
moves 

easier to remember, but sometimes it 
was hard to be fluid while performing 
them.
 My performance turned out better 
than I expected. I would never have 
thought I could learn some of the com-
plex moves, but I was able to learn them 
through practice. Of course, my perfor-
mance could have been more fluid if I 
had spent more time practicing it.
 Before I started, I had no idea how 
much time people spent to learn and 
perfect their dance routines. Learning 
my own dance routine gave me an ap-
preciation for all the work that dancers 
like Peter put into their work.
 Dancing smoothly and with rhythm 
turned out to be  challenging, but 
with practice my routine improved. 
Although it was not anywhere close to 
Peter’s level, at least I will have a clue 
the next time “Cat Daddy” is played at 
a dance. u

I’m not trying to toot my own horn 
(or maybe I am), but way back in 
first grade, I had pretty impressive 

skills when it came to Indian dancing.
 After performing in that year’s 
variety show at Argonaut Elementary, 
all my Indian friends’ moms patted my 
head and told me I had a natural incli-
nation for Indian dancing.
 Nearly a decade later, though, I’ve 
discovered that all my self-proclaimed 
talent has vanished down the drain.
After being assigned to learn a new 
dance for a newspaper dance-off 
between me and two other reporters, 
I chose to revisit my Indian dancing 
roots and asked to temporarily join the 
sophomore Bombay in the Bay (BNB) 
group.
 When I first arrived for BNB prac-
tice, hosted at sophomore Trishika 
Shetty’s house, everyone was already 
partnered up and dancing away to 
Bhangra music, which first originated in 
the Punjab region.

 Shetty, who helped everyone with 
the dance, said she especially enjoys 
Bhangra because it is 
“upbeat and fun to dance 
to.”
 “It’s a really ener-
getic dance, and 
every time I hear 
the music, it pumps 
me up,” she said.
 Unfortunately, I 
soon realized that 
I was clearly out 
of my league when 
the girls took me off 
to a corner to teach 
me the beginning of 
the dance. Walking 
around on a daily 
basis already presents 
enough of a chal-
lenge for me; trying to 
balance my hand and 
foot movements for the 
dance proved extremely 

difficult. I mainly relied on mimicking 
the dance steps of the people in front 

of me, which explains 
why I always seemed 
to be a beat behind 
everyone else.

  I never realized 
the dance would 
require so much 
shaking and rotating 
of the hips. The low 
point of the entire 
practice was when 
I tried to do a body 
roll. “Tried” is the 
key word.
     Nonetheless, I 
had fun bonding 
with my Indian 
sisters and moving 
along to the catchy 
music. I’m not sure 
what the songs are 
called, but I do know 
that the mash-up is 

titled as “LEGIT” on my friend’s iTunes 
account, so there’s an idea.
 As sophomore Sachi Verma aptly 
described it, “You’re getting your inner 
Indian pride on, Karen!”
 After multiple practices and aching 
feet (bouncing around barefoot on hard-
wood floor is not a good idea), I finally 
performed the dance in front of the 
newspaper class during third period, 
but not before stressing out to everyone 
in my general vicinity.
 I think the dance turned out pretty 
well, though by then the choreography 
was mainly just muscle memory. 
 One effect of all this dancing is that I 
can’t seem to stop humming to the tune 
of the mash-up, even though I have no 
clue what the lyrics mean. 
 I’m not the only one, however; I’ve 
had more than one person come up 
and ask me for a download link to the 
music. After two weeks of hard work, 
I’ve realized that Indian music is pretty 
incredible. u

Second year of Dance Club 
brings in new dancers, talent Hip-Hop dancing: Who’s your (Cat) Daddy?

Tap dancing: Dance taps its way into my heart

Bollywood dancing: Getting my Indian side on

BY LillianChen

JUST DANCE!F    alcon reporters Karen Sung, Dylan Jew and ViVien lu 
share their experiences competing in a dance-oFF on 
Feb. 28. each learned a routine From an shs student 

dancer. twenty-one Falcon staFF members voted.

falconrating

“I thought Karen’s dance was 
unique and turned out well.” 
— Senior Vivian LeTran

8.5

falconrating

“I liked how a lot of emphasis 
was put on having the [shoes’] 
sounds match up with the 
dance steps so the dancing 
could look and sound fluid.” 
— Senior Sabrina Cismas

7.6

 falconrating

“I thought Dylan had a lot of 
guts to do the dance.” 
— Junior Kelly Liu

7.2
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Patrick Huynh, Freshman

A: I joined Dance Club be-
cause I enjoy dancing and the 
club is very open to teaching 
you how to improve.

A: I like going there to see 
other B-boys, and we can 
show off our new moves or 
perfect ones we just learned. 

A: At Club Day, and I decided 
to join because it was a good 
opportunity for dancing.

Q: What sets Dance Club 
apart from other clubs?

Q: What is the favorite 
dance style you learned at 
the club?

Q: Why did you join 
Dance Club?

Q: Why do you enjoy 
about the club?

Q: How did you find out 
about the club?

A: Instead of one person 
leading it like a normal club 
meeting, different members of 
the club can lead it too and 
teach us different dances. 

A: Probably the Cat Daddy.

Q: Do you have any sug-
gestions for improving the 
club?

Q: What is your favorite 
aspect of the club?

A: I wish we would have 
more dance club meetings 
each week so we could have 
more opportunities to dance.A: There are some really good 

teachers, and I learned a lot 
of different dances.

falconQ&A

Jonathon Huie, Freshman Wesley Sun, Junior

Grace Ma

FALCON // PAUL JUNG

Seniors Alex Chiang and Peter Hsieh teach members of the Dance Club during lunchtime at a meeting on March 9.

DANCE CLuB B-BoYS

/10

/10

/10

SUNG

JEW

LU

TEACHER:
Peter Hsieh

TEACHER:
Rachel Le

TEACHER:
Trishika Shetty

“
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Anatomy, Health and Drivers’ Ed 
teacher Amy Obenour

Past Jobs: 
I used to deliver [Little Caesars 
Pizza] around my college 
campus and fraternities. Now I 
can’t walk into a Little Caesars 
because I can’t stand the smell 
of the grease.

History teacher Jeffrey Scott
My Inspiration:
My dad...When he would come 
home, I’d ask him what he 
would get out of teaching these 
kids. When he was able to see 
them understand a concept,...I 
could tell he got a ton out of it. 

History teacher Kirk Abe
Worst Teaching Experience:
When the classroom TV set fell 
on my head...I had to leave 
class to go see a [doctor,] but 
I have such a hard head that 
there was more damage to the 
TV than to my head.

Math teacher PJ Yim
If I didn’t teach...
Not sure... perhaps a laid-off 
engineer, a naturalist, a hermit 
or a Buddhist monk?

English teacher Kerry Mohnike
Funniest Teaching Experience:
A couple of years ago a few 
teachers...sent [Mr. Torrens] 
on a scavenger hunt...He then 
had to sign an agreement that 
he would play absolutely no 
pranks on the teachers involved.

Spanish teacher Arnaldo Rodriguez 
Weirdest Thing A Student Has 
Asked Me to Translate:
I can’t pinpoint anything 
specifically, but it usually has 
to do with English idiomatic ex-
pressions/slang such as ‘swag,’ 
‘sick,’ ‘chill’ and others…

Science teacher Jenny Garcia
Past Jobs:
I used to be a phlebotomist and 
then I was an office manager/
stock administrator for a start up 
company.

Chinese teacher Mariam Fan
Why I Teach:
I have a great respect for 
teachers and I feel like they’re 
great role models. When I was 
younger, I had really good 
teachers so they’ve really influ-
enced me.

Band teacher Seth Jones
The Strangest Request:
It was hard to convince cowork-
ers, parents and students that 
I was knowledgeable when [I 
looked really young my first 
year of teaching.] I was told by 
my principal to grow a beard.

teachertalks Wordsof 

Wisdom
Teachers dish out one 
piece of advice they wish 
they knew when they 
were in high school.

The advice I would give my 
high-school self, who wore all 
black and drove too fast, is all 
about getting a little perspective 
on what really matters. 

I wish I knew that 
compassion, empathy and 
thoughtfulness are actually way 
more important than my clothes, 
my test scores and my social 
status. It is hard to see outside 
the high school bubble where 
sometimes small problems wrap 
into bigger issues than they need 
to be. 

I wish I knew that the amount 
of what I learned back then was 

actually dependent 
on me and how 
I approached 
learning it, maybe 
if that was the case 
I would remember 
more!

English teacher Natasha Ritchie

When I was a high school 
student I wish I had known to 
invest in Apple Computers and 
not 8 Track Music Systems. 

 Actually, I wish I had known 
how fast time 
passes. My dad 
told me that all the 
time, but I couldn’t 
appreciate how 
right he was.

Spanish teacher Bret Yielding

I had an English teacher who 
brought me to tears and refused 
to let me transfer out of his class, 
but he ended up being a great 
teacher who taught me a lot.  

So I wish I knew that when a 
teacher challenges you, it’s not 

because they’re 
trying to be mean 
and make life 
harder for you...
It’s because they 
believe in you!

Math and psychology teacher 
Lauressa Ridge

Buy Apple stock—at any 
price—and never, ever sell.  And 

when the stock 
price plummets to 
$14-a-share as it 
did in 1985—when 
everyone is writing 
Apple’s epitaph—
go long on Apple.

Economics teacher Todd Dwyer

Lizundia falls in love 
with the language of love

French teacher Laura Lizundia never 
expected she would do what she does. 
It just so happened that way.

“In seventh grade, we were given the 
option to take either Spanish or French 
and I chose French for no particular 
reason—little did I know that my ran-
dom choice would eventually lead to 
my current profession,” Lizundia said.

Lizundia said that she “knew French 
would have to figure into any future 
job” she would take after spending her 
junior year of college in France. 

Her experiences in the University of 
Montpelier in southern France gave her 
what she would never have been able 
to pick up from a textbook. 

“I learned so much about the people 
and culture; I was excited to share my 
experiences with others,” Lizundia said. 
“Back in the States, I went to [graduate] 
school in French Literature.”

However, Lizundia said that before 
delving into the world of education, 
she wanted to experiment with other 
jobs. 

She worked for nine months for a 
global non-profit, interned at the San 

Francisco Bay 
Guardian and 
held a variety of 
temporary jobs 
in law offices. 
She decided the 
office job was not 
meant for her.

“I wasn’t re-
ally using my 
French much 
and I missed in-
teracting with a 
lot of people and 
the routine of 
school,” Lizundia 
said. “So, I re-
turned to school, 
got a degree in 
secondary educa-
tion and here I am 20 years later!”

Lizundia said she finds teaching 
very rewarding, especially teaching a 
foreign language.

“The great thing about teaching a 
language is that it’s about so much 
more than teaching the mechanics of 
the language (vocabulary, grammar, 
etc.),” Lizundia said. “It’s about learn-
ing a new culture and ways of thinking 

about the world at large.”
Lizundia said that some of her best 

teaching days are when things don’t go 
as expected. 

“My favorite part about teaching is 
that every day is different,” Lizundia 
said. “Some of my best teaching days 
are those in which I have to throw out 
my original plans [for the day] and 
think on my feet.” u

The [office] jobs were 
just that. Jobs. They were 
jobs that I could do and 

those paid the bills.

Math teacher Michele Drouin

BY SanjNalwa

Educator’s previous office jobs too dull

Going through four jobs before at-
tending college, math teacher Michele 
Drouin started her first job at age 13. She 
taught children how to bowl.

Drouin was adept at bowling, having 
learned the skill at age 4, and enjoyed 
working with children. She did not feel 
like it was work, and perhaps was the 
first few steps towards her teaching ca-
reer today.

Drouin started working at an early 
age because the allowance her parents 
gave her from doing chores was not 
enough. She wanted to spend money 
that she earned herself. According to Dr-
ouin, she didn’t attend college right after 
graduating from high school. In fact, she 
almost did not graduate because of her 
lack of interest in academics.

Just out of high school, Drouin’s first 
full-time job was a receptionist for a 
heating and air con-
ditioning company 
in San Francisco. 
Later, she worked as 
an accounts payable 
clerk for a purchas-
ing agent at a dif-
ferent company and 
lastly as a leasing 
agent at an apart-
ment complex. From 
these jobs, Drouin understood what she 
wanted out of her life.

“I learned more about myself than 
anything,” said Drouin. “I learned that I 
wanted to have a job that I enjoy, where 
I can be active and have interaction with 
people, and that will be different every 
day in some way.”

According to 
Drouin, after a cer-
tain point in her 
life she realized 
that she did not 
want to sit behind 
a desk every day 
doing paperwork 
and filling out the 
same reports over 
and over. The te-
dious desk jobs 
motivated her to 
go back to school 
and search for her 
passion.

“The jobs were 
just that. Jobs. 
They were jobs that I could do and those 
paid the bills,” Drouin said.

While studying at UCSC, Drouin ma-
jored in math with no intention of teach-
ing. She got involved with a fellowship 

program through the 
university where a 
group of college stu-
dents went to a local 
high school to help 
out in classrooms.

“I found that I re-
ally enjoyed working 
with the students. 
Math was not my 
strong subject in high 

school. Ironic, I know,” said Drouin. 
“The time was coming for me to figure 
out what I was going to do once I gradu-
ated, so I decided to give teaching a try.”

Drouin has been teaching at SHS for 
12 years and currently teaches AP Calcu-
lus AB and Geometry. The biggest con-
flict that Drouin had to overcome was 

her fear of public speaking, but she was 
determined to overcome that obstacle in 
order to teach. 

“I was the student that sat in the back 
corner of the room hoping the teacher 
would not call on me,” Drouin said. “I 
still do not like speaking in public. [Lec-
turing on] to my students is different 
somehow. Ask me to speak in front of a 
different audience and I get really ner-
vous.”

Even her distaste for grading papers 
did not prevent her from being the best 
teacher she can be. Drouin enjoys how 
each day can bring a new experience to 
her classroom.

“The chemistry of a class that grows 
over the school year is an experience in 
itself that is different in every class. And 
it is different with each new group of stu-
dents every year too,” said Drouin. “So 
while I do have some aspects of my job 
that I do daily, it’s never the same experi-
ence.” u

Math teacher Michele Drouin guides junior Neal Siganporia 
through a Calculus AB homework problem on March 7.
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3. How is homework graded?
a. Full credit as long as completed.
b. Full credit with most homework, 
but some are graded on accuracy.
c. Graded on accuracy.

2. One of your students failed 
your test and asked you what 
he or she can do about it. You 
respond:
a. “Don’t worry, I’ll give everyone the 
option of replacing this test’s score 
with the next one’s.”
b. “Test corrections are available for  
those who score below 70 percent.”
c. “What you get is what you get.”

5. You learn that half the class has 
two tests/projects on the same day
as yours. What do you do?
a. Postpone your test for the next 
class.
b. Give the test with more considerable 
curving and plan on asking students 
beforehand what tests they have ahead 
of time so your tests don’t fall on those 
dates.
c. Give it anyway and continue to dis-
regard students’ test days in order to 
keep to your teaching calendar.

4. Do you curve your tests?
a. “Of course, the top two scores al-
ways become 100 percent.”
b. “Only if the class does poorly in gen-
eral will I consider it.”
c. “Nope, the students should have 
studied harder for this material then.”

1. If you had no lessons planned 
for the day, what would you do?
a. “Pop in a movie for them to 
watch!”
b. “Entertaining story time with the 
addition of a review session.”
c. “Pop test, awww yeah.”

What type of teacher would you be?
If you had the most A’s, you are 
the easygoing teacher. 
You are approachable, flexible and able to 
sympathize with a student’s situation. You 
realize that strictness can intimidate and 
prevent students from enjoying learning. 
Such teachers are relatable enough to be 
the student’s friend and guide.

If you had the most B’s, you are 
the fair teacher. 
You set the bar high enough for students 
to work for the grade. You may not be 
the easiest teacher around, but you 
inspire students with your wit, humor and 
charisma. Students feel like you believe in 
them, motivating them to not slack off.

If you had the most C’s, you are 
the strict teacher. 
You are tough on students, demanding 
effort in every assignment a student does. 
You always keep the students on their 
toes, and their noses in their books. Such 
teachers feel like the extra push will benefit 
students in the future.

In his first year of teaching, physics 
teacher Kirk Davis watched with ap-
prehension as a student demonstrates-
da project, a homemade Rubens’ tube 
(which uses flammable gas.) Minutes 
later, Davis rushed students out of his 
room—the contraption had caught fire. 

“[It] almost burned the building 
down,” Davis jokes. In reality, it did not 
set off the smoke system and presented 
no serious hazard for the building.

Now in his fifth year as a teacher and 
tackling AP Physics in addition to the 
regular course, Davis blames this early 
episode on his inexperience.

“My first year, I knew absolutely 
nothing,” Davis said. 

However, although he could boast of 
nearly no classroom experience, Davis 
had plenty of knowledge about indus-
tries in the real world. 

“I always try to relate [concepts] to 
what’s going on out there,” Davis said, 
“so you can translate what you’re learn-
ing on paper into how it’s used in the 
real world.”

Davis had worked in chemical en-
gineering for three years and in health 
care for roughly 20. As an engineer, Da-
vis helped a now defunct company with 
projects such as designing a corn etha-
nol plant during the energy crisis of the 
late ‘70s. 

However, he found himself “more in-
terested in the business side of things.” 
He attended business school and found 
work one summer in the health care in-
dustry.

“I was enthralled. There was no busi-
ness cycle really,” Davis said. “You’re 
doing good stuff. You help people. Nice 
profit margins.” 

Thus, after graduating in 1984 from 
business school, Davis spent two de-

cades in health care, working in sales, 
marketing and general management. 
But he grew dissatisfied when, in his 
later years, he began to deal with “a very 
political environment” and “a lot of re-
ally big egos.”

Then, after settling down in the Bay 
Area with his wife, Davis started to con-
sider teaching. 

“Each of [my three children] had a 
crummy math or science teacher at some 
point, and it put them off of science and 
math,” Davis said. “I thought that was 
a shame, so I felt there was a need for 
more math and science teachers.”

Though he had not dealt with aca-
demic subjects for many years, Davis 
was willing to give “this teaching thing 
a bit of a try.” He volunteered at the tu-
torial center at Saratoga High and tried 
substituting, which he enjoyed.

Soon afterwards, the then-assistant 

principal Gail Wasserman informed Da-
vis that the school needed an additional 
physics teacher. 

“Wow, physics. I hadn’t looked at a 
physics book in 30 years,” Davis said. 
“Didn’t really recall enjoying it either. 
But [I thought,] ‘Yeah OK, I’ll give it a 
try.’”

In his first year, he taught an intro-
duction to business course in addition 
to physics at Saratoga. He also attended 
Jenny Garcia’s physics class “probably 
75 percent of the time.”

Davis then decided to obtain a teach-
ing credential and has now taught for 
five years. He still enjoys teaching, espe-
cially when he succeeds in helping stu-
dents understand difficult concepts.

“The thing I really enjoy is when 
some kid finally says, ‘Oh, now I get it.’ 
You feel like you helped them get it,” 
Davis said. u

Davis settles to teach after 
years in engineering, business
BY EdwardDong

Physics teacher Kirk Davis demonstrates how water is attracted to a charged pipe to 
seniors Christopher Vu and Connie Chien on March 7.
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French teacher Laura Lizundia calls on a student in class to answer 
a homework question on March 7.
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Before entering the 
classroom, educators 
caught the desire to 
teach.
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Junior Neal Singaporia, a member of 
the yearbook staff, is quite the ladies’ 
man. So, according to him, yearbook is 
perfect for him.

“I definitely noticed the large amount 
of girls in yearbook in comparison to 
guys,” Singaporia said. “And at first I 
was taken aback because it's definitely 
kind of daunting. 

“But I’ve grown to like it, because all 
the guys in the class are chill and having 
three times the ladies makes me three 
times the ladies’ man.”

Yearbook does indeed sport a 3-to-1 
“ladies” to “guys” ratio, so Singaporia is 
correct in his mathematical deduction.

The only male in guard
Such gender imbalances are common 

place in many organizations on campus, 
such as chess club, Heart Skate (female 
dominated), where there is a conspicu-
ous discrepancy between the number of 

boys and the number of girls.
Similar to yearbook, boys are rare in 

Color Guard or Winter Guard.  Senior 
Michael Woodruff coexists with 30 or 
so members of the opposite gender this 
year.

Woodruff, who has been in guard 
for two years, joined because the guard 
instructor wanted to get more males in 
guard.

“I wanted to try something new that 
looked like a fun challenge,” he said.

Although guard is traditionally con-
sidered more feminine because of many 
aspects that focus on dance, this has nev-
er discouraged Woodruff, who said that 
most guards of comparable size have 
more boys.

“I feel fine about being the only male. 
Some of the girls respect my courage for 
joining,” he said. “My love for guard 
outweighs anyone's opinions.” 

Chicken soup  for the worried club 
president

For club presidents worried about 

having all members of one gender, se-
nior Sophie Kang’s story provides reas-
surance.

Kang, who joined Model United Na-
tions as a freshman, said she was the 
only girl during her first two years.

“I think it’s just the nature of these 
public speaking extracurriculars that 
tend to draw more guys,” she said.

“When I first walked in the door, I 
was a little bit apprehensive. However, 
once the meeting began I started to feel 
more at ease because the club was rela-
tively small and casual.

 I kind of realized that most, if not all, 
the members were Indian guys,” Kang 
said, laughing. “But it wasn't particu-
larly obvious or detracting from the at-
mosphere of the club.”

Now, Kang said, the imbalance has 
almost evened out, which she thinks is 
for the better.

“It's gotten much better and we have 
many more girls in our club now ... but 
its no denying that there are more guys 
than girls.” u

BRIDGING THE GENDER GAP

togatalks

junior Johnny Chang

It’s most prevalent 
in clubs like 
robotics, where 
there’s nary a 
sight of a double 
x chromosome.”

senior Nancy Chen

Math and science 
are stereotyped 
‘nerdy,’ and I 
think girls are 
more sensitive to 
those labels.” 

What do you 
think of the 
‘gender gap’?

senior Michael Chang

Tech executives 
are mostly male, 
while the women 
who get the most 
press coverage are 
typically in the 
humanities.”

“I’m fat. I don’t eat … I hate myself … 
I want to die.”

Under this message scrawled in the 
band quad bathroom, somebody else 
had written, “God made you beautiful, 
and know that. Jesus loves you because 
you are perfect in his eyes. You’re won-
derful, don’t forget it.”

Several more messages 
in the thread, scrawled 
onto a toilet paper roll 
in the band quad’s 
girls’ bathroom, read 
similarly: “Trust 
me, we all have a 
distorted view of 
ourselves. Chin up, 
beautiful.” The girls 
had somehow found 
a chain of unity in 
anonymous words of 
encouragement, tucked 
into this seemingly insig-
nificant thread that depicts a 
much larger-scale issue.

Body image in Saratoga
Even inside the so-called 

“Saratoga Bubble,” students 
still feel the pressure to attain the pub-
licly accepted image of “perfect.”

The ever-present pressure for girls 
to be thin and beautiful is continually 
increasing, and the deadly results are 
skyrocketing. Statistics from the South 
Carolina Department of Mental Health 
show that almost 80 percent of girls by 
age 13 have attempted to diet, 9 percent 
of 9-year-olds admit to vomiting to lose 
weight and 50 percent of girls age 11 to 
13 see themselves as overweight.

For girls, common eating disorders in-
clude anorexia nervosa, bulimia nervosa 
and binge eating. Anorexia is character-
ized by the obsessive fear of being over-
weight, which results in under-eating, 
sometimes to the point of starvation. Bu-
limia involves the uncontrolled eating of 
large amounts of food, which the person 
will later binge, or purge their bodies of 
the food via laxatives or forceful throw-

ing up of the food.
Despite all the support programs for 

youths, only one in 10 people with eat-
ing disorders receives treatment. 

Sophomore Maggie Sun feels that 
these horrifying statistics are a result of 
people’s instinctive longing to be social-
ly accepted.

“I think it comes from not wanting 
to be different. If you’re chub-

by, you’re made fun of, so 
people stay skinny to be 

like everyone else,” 
Sun said.

Teen author Lucy 
H o w a rd - Ta y l o r, 
who wrote “Biting 
Anorexia,” almost 
met death several 
years ago after 
battling the disor-

der. According to 
Howard-Taylor, eat-

ing disorders represent 
something much more 

significant than the result 
of vain girls attempting to lose 

weight. “This isn’t 
about weight, or a diet, or a fig-
ure,” she wrote. “Somewhere 
along the line I’ve come to 

equate fat with failure and weakness. 
Weight loss is merely symptomatic of 
the greater psychological problem.”

She claims that the real problem is 
the longing to fit in and to be accepted 

by the general public. 

It’s not just the girls
Girls are not the only ones to feel this 

pressure; more and more teenage boys 
are becoming victims as well. Although 
only 10 percent of people who battle eat-
ing disorders are men, the number is 
slowly rising. At any given time, 25 per-
cent of men are dieting.

“Guys are definitely affected by their 
stereotypical image,” sophomore Jason 
Li said. “Of course all of us want to be 
buff and strong, but not all of us want to 
work for it.”

However, men’s battles with insecuri-
ties do not commonly result in anorexia 

or bulimia, since their goal is 
usually to bulk up rather 
than slim down.

“Guys aren’t afraid to 
be big—sure we’d rather 
be ripped, but guys are 
usually like, ‘Oh I’m 300 
pounds, nobody messes 
with me,’” Li said. “So we 
don’t really care if we’re 
heavy.”

Apart from the girl-
dominated disorders of 
anorexia and bulimia, Li 
claims that guys still fall 
prey to stereotypes, though 
they do not come up in the 
spotlight as often. Such 
pressures include being 
fit and muscular, having 
good looks and wearing 
the latest trend of clothes.

“I used to only have one pair of shoes 
at a time. I wore Styrofoam slippers I 
got from a hotel to school everyday for 
all of elementary school,” Li said. “I al-
ways knew TV had commercials about 
new Nike Airs or Jordans or Reeboks, 
but I never really cared.” 

But once Li reached high school, his 
friends’ ridiculing finally got to him.

“People noticed I only had one pair 
of  shoes, so I decided to actually get 
some real sneakers. I now have three 
pairs of shoes, [but] if it wasn’t for my 
friends, I might still only wear one pair 
of slippers to school,” Li said.

Either way, the ways in which peo-
ple try to attain perfection are endless, 
but the much healthier alternative is to 
accept one’s imperfections.

According to Jeanne Segal, an expert 
in eating disorders, many who struggle 
with the problem have an “inner voice 
that whispers that you’ll never be happy 
until you lose weight, that your worth 
is measured by how you look.” These 
voices are often the hardest to defeat in 
the process of recovery from anorexia 
and bulimia.

Whether it be the life-threatening eat-
ing disorders or pressures dealing with 
image, the first step in dealing with 

them is to accept yourself for who you 
are.

“The first thing you should do is rec-
ognize that your body is your own,” 
body image expert D’Arcy Lyness said. 
“No matter what shape, size or color it 
comes in.”

“It’s no one’s business but your own 
what your body is like—ultimately, you 
have to be happy with yourself.” u

The plight to be perfect: boys and 
girls alike seek ‘ideal’ appearance  
BY GraceMa

I love cooking. No, I’m not talking 
about scrambled eggs, cereal and 
toast, but “real” cooked food: pasta 

incaciata (penne with 
pork and cauliflower in 
a red wine and tomato 
sauce), sushi (California 
rolls are a favorite with 
my family) and sweet 
potato spoon bread 
(great for Thanksgiving 
and Christmas dinners). 
When I was younger, 
I would often forgo 
watching television to 
sit in the kitchen with 

my mother, learning how to crack eggs 
with one hand and knead bread dough. 

Too bad “cooking is for girls.”

I feel that we, the children of this gen-
eration, have been robbed of our ability 
to express ourselves freely, independent 
of bigotry and bias. 

Since I was a 
child, the people 
with whom I inter-
act—my parents 
and friends in par-
ticular—have told 
me what I should 
wear, what music I 
should listen to and how I should act in 
public to remain “socially acceptable.”

It all starts in the crib. Before children 
even realize what is happening, parents 
segregate boys from girls in a haze of 
blues and pinks. Commercials target the 
two genders with different sets of toys 

and entertainment, exposing children to 
societal stereotypes and bias before they 
can make their own choices. This part 

especially bugs me. If 
I want an Easy-Bake 
Oven to create moist, 
mouth-watering pas-
tries, then give me 
an Easy-Bake Oven, 
dang it! 

And what’s with 
these nonsensical 

jokes about women and kitchens? I say 
to make room; some of us guys want in. 
“Make me a sandwich,” ha! I have one 
word: gladly. 

In all seriousness, though, this soci-
etal suppression of expression extends 
much further than my love of cooking. 

Boys and girls alike are unknowingly 
induced into tailoring their beliefs to so-
ciety’s mold of acceptability. However, 
why should children have to conform to 
their specific gender’s activities in order 
to avoid public humiliation and social 
stigma? Should not we value all people’s 
beliefs and choices instead of unneces-
sarily putting the spotlight on our inher-
ent differences?

I guess if I’ve learned anything from 
my affinity for cooking, it’s that we 
should not let the misconceptions of 
other people deter us. In order to tear 
down the gender barriers ingrained in 
our society, we must first question their 
validity. 

Now, excuse me as I go “make me a 
sandwich.” u

Does the kitchen need to be female-only territory?

MICHAEL
LEE

Pectoralis 
maximus 

No one will deny the fact 
that males and females are 
biologically differ-

ent, each producing dif-
ferent hormones and 

wired to behave dif-
ferently in similar 
situations. But the 
notion of blaming 
a person’s genes 
or gender on the 
aptitude of a 
person’s intel-
lect is prepos-
terous. Why, 
then, does it seem 
that there exists a 
strict gender divide 
in certain fields of 
intellectual inter-
ests?

According to the 
U.S. National Library 

of Medicine, women are 
currently well represented 
in certain scientific fields, 
such as medicine. Half the 
graduates of the nation’s 
medical schools are wom-
en. But it is also apparent 

that in certain sciences, such as physics 
and engineering, women fill only a tiny 
fraction of all jobs.

Thousands of experiments have 
been conducted across the world 
studying the reason for this, trying to 
identify differences between the intel-
lectual interests of males and females. 
Yet none of the tests have gathered 
convincing and reliable evidence that 
overlaps with data from other experi-
ments to accurately answer why there 
are fewer women in certain fields.

In a meta-analysis of statistics gath-
ered from 1963 to 1988, researchers 
from the American Psychological Asso-
ciation concluded that the gender dif-
ferences in mathematics performance 
are small, and that females outperform 

males by a negligible amount. Experi-
ments indicate that females show a 

slight superiority to males in 
computation in elementary 
school and middle school, 
until high school and college 
when differences favoring men 
emerge.

Another study from Barnard 
College, an all-women's school 
in New York, however, sug-
gests that males outperform fe-
males at some intellectual lev-
els because of social factors, the 
lack of female role 

models and possible 
innate capability dif-
ferences.

In yet another 
experiment con-
ducted by Dr. 
Jay Geid from 
the National 
Institutes of 
Health, re-
searchers con-
cluded that the 
male brain is 
about 10 percent 
larger than the fe-
male brain, but with 
relation to the sizes of men 
and women in other respects, ev-
erything is proportional. According to 
Geid, the male and female brains are 
indistinguishable.

It seems clear that no consensus can 
be reached about whether or not the 
brains of men and women are indeed 
wired differently. Sophomore Eric Taw 
believes that the mental capability of 
men and women are the same, and 
both have the same potential.

“I think both are equally strong in 
academic areas,” Taw said.

Junior Maggy Liu also believes that 
“girls and guys are equally intelligent,” 
and attributes the misconception that 
their brains are innately wired differ-

ently to false stereotypes created many 
years ago.

“I think religion may have been the 
catalyst for these stereotypes because 
many religions assign roles to the gen-
ders, which makes sense for early civili-
zations,” Liu said. “It’s so much neater 
when people have specific roles to play, 
especially when the roles are backed by 
divine command.”

A c -
cording to 
Liu, these 
r o l e s 
have in-
fluenced 
the in-
terests of 
men and 
w o m e n 

t o - day.
Either way, one 

fact is for sure. 
According to the 
American Psycho-
logical Association, 
within the last few 
decades, the ratio 
of males to females 
in all fields — from 
the humanities to 
the sciences — is 
decreasing steadily, 

signifying that the magnitude of the 
gender difference has been declining 
over the years.

The increase in women in these 
fields, according to an analysis by CBS 
News Correspondent Elizabeth Kale-
din, suggests that indicates that gender 
probably does not affect the ability and 
skill of a person. 

Instead, stereotypes that have been 
placed on women for centuries play 
a major role in the lack of females in 
certain fields of science. Fewer women 
work in the sciences not because of a 
lack of aptitude, but rather the attitude 
of their surroundings. u

Social pressure main cause of 
gender divide in career fields

BY LillianChen
& SamuelLiu
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Gender minorities in clubs prevalent

To tear down the gen-
der barrier ingrained in 
society, we must first 
question their validity.

ANUSHREE
DUGAR

Anu-ance of 
color

Is it true that women are worse 
at navigating a vehicle than men? 
Scientists think early men devel-
oped a better sense of navigation 
because they had to hunt for food. 
Essentially, those who were spa-
tially challenged died off.

In a study from Iowa State Uni-
versity, 4-year-old boys were sur-
passing 4-year-old girls in spatial 
ability by a ratio of 4:1. While girls 
did fine at seeing two dimensions 
in the brain, boys could see a third.

Not surprisingly, women have 
more car accidents. Women aver-
age 5.7 accidents per million miles 
driven, while men average 5.2. 

However, men are far more 
dangerous drivers. Studies show 
that 73 percent of all people killed 
in accidents are men.

“I see that in my parents,” 
junior Emily Che said. “My mom 
sucks and actually has had a few 
accidents. My dad’s faster and has 
better control, yet he did run over 
my mom’s foot once.”

stereotyperoots

15% of people suffering 
from anorexia are male

85% are female
Source: US Department 
of Mental Health

Source:: Cornell Univer-
sity Online Library

cents a woman 
makes to every 
dollar a man earns

77.5
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“Races are won by one one-hundredth 
of a second. That really is just a finger-
nail,” senior Ian Burns said. 

Some may find frustration with sports 
like swimming, where athletes endeavor 
to improve their times by seemingly triv-
ial amounts—what’s a tenth-of-a-second 
difference, anyway? For swimmers at 
Burns’s level, every hun-
dredth counts. 

Burns has been swim-
ming for most of his life, 
but he started swimming 
competitively at the local 
Santa Clara Swim Club 
in the fifth grade.

Through his “hard 
work and perseverance,” 
Burns has trained him-
self to the point of consistently placing 
in the top eight at CCS in his best events, 
which include the 100-yard freestyle, the 
200-yard IM and the 100-yard butterfly.

Olympic aspirations
In addition, Burns is close to qualify-

ing to go to the 2012 U.S. Olympic Swim 
Team Trials from June 25 to July 2 in 
Omaha, Neb.

“Last year I was a few tenths of a sec-
ond off of my Olympic Trials cut,” he 
said. “I’d like to at least get those times. 
Even if it’s not in time for the Olym-
pic Trials, I’d like to reach those goal 
times.”

Currently, Burns plans to attend the 
University of Arizona to study psychol-
ogy or art.

“Right now they’re the fastest team 
in the country, and they’re trying to win 
the NCAA championship, but they have 
a really large team, so I’m only going in 
as a walk-on,” Burns said. “What that 
means is I get all the benefits of a regular 
team member, just my education is not 
being paid for.”

Physical and mental toughness
Burns’s coaches admire his great pas-

sion for his sport.
“Besides having great genetics, he 

does have a wonderful work ethic,” va-
risty swim coach Kristen Thomson said. 
“He does go to practice; it’s his number 
one priority. He’s incredibly serious 
about the sport. When he swims, any 
observer can tell that he’s in his element 
and his true passion lies in the sport.”

Swimming, like all sports, is no walk 
in the park. In order to achieve his cur-
rent level of skill, Burns had to struggle 
both physically and mentally.

“[The hardest aspect of swimming 
is] the fact that it’s not only physical; 
it’s also mental,” Burns said. “The way 
you’re pushing your body, you’re using 
every single muscle, down to your toes 
[and] your fingers.”

He added, “[The key to success is] 
perseverance and hard work, because 
there are a lot of swimmers that have a 
lot of talent.”

No limits
Still, the rewards of the sport out-

weigh the challenges for Burns. Compet-
ing at such a high level may be tough, 
but Burns loves the challenge. 

“I really love trying to go as fast as I 
possibly can and pushing myself over 
limits that some people think they have,” 
Burns said.” u

Runners gasping for air sprint as 
fast as they can toward the finish. 
Sophomore Drew Bryan is among 
those using their last bit of energy to 
finish the two-mile race, but when he 
finishes, he feels the sense of pride 
and accomplishment. 

Even though many runners dread 
distance races such as the two mile, 
Bryan finds it to be one of his favor-
ites. 

“I like running [the two mile] bet-
ter because you have longer to pace 
yourself so even if you make a mis-
take, you have a chance to change it,” 
Bryan said. “Even if you run a slow 
first lap, you can fix that in the next 
seven laps.”

Bryan started running competi-
tively in sixth grade. Since then, he 
has steadily improved from year to 
year.

Sophomore Daniel Martin, a run-
ner alongside Drew, has enjoyed be-
ing on the team with him. 

“I think he’s a great runner. He  
knows how to lead the team. He 
keeps on trying,” Martin said. “When 
we’re slacking off he tells us that we 
need to pick it up and do better, so his 
work ethic not only helps himself but 
also helps the team.”

Bryan thinks he can shave seconds 
off his times. “My mile time right now 
is 5:19. But last year, when I ran the 
two mile, it was 11:55. I haven’t run it 
this year, but I’m hoping to improve 
on that,” said Bryan.  

Even though he is only in his sec-
ond season of high school track, he 
believes that he has made significant 
progress from his first day.

“We haven’t had any meets yet, but 
I can already tell that I’m improving,” 
Bryan said. “I’m hoping to eventually 
run an under five [minute] mile and 

hopefully a 11:02 two mile.” 
Spring is not the only time that Bry-

an can be seen flying around the track. 
Along with track, Bryan also runs cross 
country and feels that between the two, 
track is more demanding. 

“We have a lot more workouts [in 
track] and there are a lot more speed 
workouts and sprints,” Bryan said. “It’s 
a little bit more serious because we have 
meetings before every practice and it’s a 
lot more time based whereas cross coun-
try is more endurance based.”

Bryan, beyond being a good runner, is 
an excellent teammate. 

“He’s a great friend and is always en-
couraging,” Martin said. “We’re really 

lucky to have someone like him on the 
team because of how much he contrib-
utes as a runner and a leader.”

While Martin believes that Bryan is 
an excellent competitor, Bryan maintains 
that running is nothing but fun for him. 

“The meets are really fun because you 
get to see a bunch of people run,” Bryan 
said. “It’s also great when you finish 
running and you get to cheer the rest of 
your teammates on afterwards.”

For next year, Bryan hopes to lead 
the team and encourage new runners 
to work harder. “I just want to encour-
age people, and encourage them to try 
harder even though they’re tired,” said 
Bryan. u

track and field

boys’ swimming

girls’ swimming

Bryan aspires to lead team

When junior Stephanie Chen 
joined swimming, she thought it was 
just another sport her parents were 
making her try. Now years later, she 
is a varsity swimmer on the Saratoga 
High swim team.

Chen originally began swimming 
because her parents signed her up for 
every sport when she was younger.

“I found out that swimming was 
the thing I was best at, and my par-
ents were like, ‘you’re pretty good at 
this.’ So, I kept doing it, and finally 
I’m here,” Chen said.

While Chen struggled a bit at first, 
she gradually improved and learned 
how to compete at a higher level. 
Through the years, Chen has grown 
to love her sport.

“I just really like swimming and 
being in the water,” Chen said. “It’s 
just really aerodynamic.”

Even though swimming is com-
monly perceived as an individual 
sport, Chen loves the team aspect of 
the sport. 

As for swimming with a team, 
Chen really enjoys “swimming’s per-
sonality.”

“I feel like different sports have 
different personalities,” Chen ex-
plained. “I like how people in swim-
ming are really outgoing and creative 
compared to other sports.”

According to Chen, this year’s team 
is very small, and she believes it will be 
really tough to win any events.

“Most of our swimmers have to swim 
in four events, which is the most that 
you can do,” Chen 
said, “and because 
of that it’s harder 
to get more points 
since the other team 
has more swim-
mers.”

“I think our 
team’s goal this year 
should be to try to 
beat [Palo Alto], even though they have 
really strong swimmers,” Chen said.

Along with Palo Alto, the team will 
go against schools such as Gunn, Home-
stead, Los Gatos, and Monta Vista before 
heading off into SCVAL’s. 

She also believes that this season’s 

Junior admires her sport’s ‘personality’

Senior aims 
for Olympic 
level times

Authentic Indonesian Food
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14443 Big Basin Way

star swimmer will be senior Natalie Ch-
eung, although there is some freshman 
talent on the team.

“We have Yayla Sezginer, a freshman, 
who’s a good backstroker,” Chen said. 

“We lost our back-
stroker last year, 
and [Sezginer] is 
really good.”

With the  tre-
mendous under-
class talent the 
team has, Chen ex-
pects that the team 
will be very strong 

in the future.
This year Chen will be swimming the 

100 freestyle and 200 freestyle. 
“My personal goal is to make CCS fi-

nals this year,” Chen said.
The next meet is today at Gunn High 

School. u

BY MichaelLee

BY AshwiniVelchamy

BY MinuPalaniapan
& JonathanYoung

Sophomore Drew Bryan sprints to the finish during a meet against Monta Vista last year.
Courtesy of EREN VEZIROGLU

Burns

junior Stephanie Chen

  I like how people in 
swimming are outgo-
ing and creative com-
pared to other sports”
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Horn succeeds at high school level

Tang hopes to repeat 
strong offensive season

For most freshmen, the transition from 
lower level sports to high school sports is 
drastic and rocky. While many struggle 
to make the JV team to begin with, start-
ing on the varsity team is a feat that is 
even more difficult to achieve. 

By contrast, this change was not diffi-
cult for sophomore Hera Tang. As a fresh-
man, she defied the odds and started on 
the varsity softball team. 

Tang, who plays third base and pitch-
es has been playing softball since she was 
9 and enjoys every minute of it. 

“I really like pitching,” Tang said, “it’s 
always challenging and overall pretty 
fun actually.”

Pitching may be Tang’s favorite posi-
tion, but it is not the only one she excels 
at. Facing much older competition last 
year, Tang hit .333 with 1 home run and 
13 runs batted in.

Looking at the team this year, Tang 
sees reason for optimism.

“The team looks great,” said Tang, 
“there are more players with experience, 
and everyone gets along very well so I 

think we are going to have a fantastic 
season.”

Even though Tang personally feels 
that she has not improved much from 
last year, she believes that the team 
has significantly improved from last 
year.

“As a team, I think we’re stronger 
as most of the girls have improved 
immensely, there are more club play-
ers, and everyone works really hard,” 
Tang said.

Tang’s versatility on the field 
makes her an integral part of the 
team.

“Hera is a great pitcher and she is 
a great batter as well. She hits with 
a lot of power and her support and 
cheerfulness make her a great team-
mate all around,” sophomore short-
stop Mandy Lee said. 

As a whole Tang enjoys softball, 
but one of the things that stands out 
the most to her is the team aspect.

“My favorite part of softball is 
bonding with the team,” Tang said. 
“As we all get to be better friends, we 
also improve in games, which is al-
ways fun to see.” u

BY JayMulye
& NikilRamanathan

BY DerekSun

Hard work pays off.
Many athletes acknowledge the im-

portance of this axiom, but never truly 
understand it. Some, like senior third 
baseman and pitcher Brady Horn, live 
by it.

As a Little Leaguer first learning to 
play the game, Horn was never “the 
stud player” of any of his teams; how-
ever, he set lofty personal aspirations 
and constantly tried to improve.

After years and years of struggling 
in Little League, Horn finally saw his 
effort translate into his games during 
his second year in the Saratoga Pony 
League, a league for players 13 to 15 
years old.

“I was horrible until I played my 
second year in Pony,” Horn said with 
a chuckle. “Then I found a new found 
comfort in the game that I hadn’t felt 
before. I finally felt in control on the 
field.” 

He carried his success from the 
Pony  League into his first season in 
high school. As a freshman, Horn start-
ed every game at third base for the JV 
team. Although his offensive numbers 
were impressive, he continued to de-
velop his hitting and defense. Adding 
to the list, Horn started weight lifting 
to turn his gap-to-gap power into more 
consistent home run power.

At the turn of sophomore year, Horn 

walked on the baseball field confident 
and ready to compete.

“At the time, I felt the best I ever had 
about myself as a baseball player. I had 
the most important trait: confidence,” 
Horn said.

As a sophomore on JV, Horn hit .440 
and even hit two home runs. He also 
captured a First Team All-League Award 
to go with his Team MVP award. 

In his junior year, Horn ascended to 
varsity and was appointed co-captain. 
Despite being a quiet person, Horn led 
by example. His focused work ethic 
rubbed off on the younger players: work 
hard and never stop practicing. Although 
Horn did not hit as well as he wanted, he 
still collected a respectable .275 batting 
average with one home run; however, 
the most impressive feature of Horn’s 
game that year was his defense.  

“[Brady’s] the best defensive third 
baseman in this league,” head coach 
Adam Varteressian said.

Horn had a fielding percentage of 
over .900, an impressive feat for a high 
school player.

Horn entered the off-season prior to 
his last high school season hoping to 
upgrade his offense, deciding to harden 
his workout during the off season. He 
worked hard with his coaches to contin-
ue his quest to be the best on the field. 

“I based my workouts to include more 
cardio instead of strength to increase my 
speed and make [myself] a better overall 

player rather than just a better hitter,” 
Horn said. 

Horn entered his season confident 
that he had put in the hard work to 
make this a great season. “It feels awe-
some to be back on the field. I’m going 
to cherish my last season and enjoy it,” 

Horn said.
In Saratoga’s first league game on 

March 7 against Los Altos, the Falcons 
beat the Eagles 9-6. Senior first baseman 
Will Dennis had two hits including a 
two-run home run to push the Falcons to 
a respectable victory. u

Softball

FALCON // SARAH HULL

FALCON // SARAH HULL

Sophomore Hera Tang, who hit .333 last season, will lead an improved softball team.

After starring as a pitcher and third baseman last year, senior Brady Horn looks to lead 
his team to victories in the tough De Anza League. The Falcons went 12-19 last year.

baSEball
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Although junior Jenny Guarino may 
be quiet in the hallways, she knows how 
to make a presence on the field. Having 
been on varsity since her freshman year, 
she’s become an essential part of the 
girls’ lacrosse team. 

“Jenny is such a talented player,” 
sophomore midfielder Casey Takahashi 
said. “On the field, I know that I can 
count on her to catch 
my passes and make 
smart decisions.” 

With her powerful 
and accurate shots and 
quick speed, Guarino 
helps guide the team 
with her skills and ex-
perience. She says she 
got into lacrosse at an 
early age.

“When I was in 
elementary school, 
my brothers got into 
a boys’ lacrosse pro-
gram at their middle 
school,” Guarino said, 
“so I was interested in 
starting up, too.” 

Her brothers fur-
ther encouraged her 
interest in lacrosse by 
practicing with her. 
Later on, she joined 
club teams in order to 
play competitively. 

Playing for so many years prepared 
Guarino for the competition of high 
school lacrosse. She played on two oth-
er club teams for five years before high 
school. When she tried out during her 

freshman year, she made the varsity 
team. 

“The upperclassmen were really wel-
coming, mostly because I was the ‘cute 
freshman,’” Guarino said.

Although there was pressure of being 
the youngest on the team, she says that 
“being a freshman on varsity made [her] 
a much better player.” 

Even though she had already been 
playing many years, she was getting ex-

posed to a much 
more competitive 
environment.

“My freshman 
year was kind of 
hard at first be-
cause I had to get 
along with people 
older than me. But 
after  a few days I 
had made a bunch 
of great friends,” 
Guarino said. Her 
goals that year 
were really to have 
fun and make new 
friends.

To her, all the 
running, drills and 
long practices are 
worth it.

“My favorite 
aspect of lacrosse 
is the novelty of 
the sport; it’s fairly 

new on the West Coast,” she said.
Guarino likes the good times she has 

had with girls on team. She also has a 
good feeling about this upcoming sea-
son. 

She said, “At our jamboree at Menlo 

High School, we won four out of five 
games.” 

The Falcons defeated Woodside 12-0, 
Justin Sienna 6-2, Harker 6-2 and Mer-
cy 5-4 at the Menlo High Jamboree on 
Feb. 25. Their only loss was a 3-2 game 
against St. Francis.

With only four seniors, the team is 
young and made up of mostly sopho-
more and juniors. However, returning 
veterans such as Guarino are key to 

holding the team together and maintain-
ing continuity between years. The team 
also thinks that they are prepared well 
for future years with the young players.

The Falcons are confident on making 
CCS this year due to their mix of athleti-
cism and experience. 

“I think we’re a lot more organized 
and in better shape than the previous 
years, so I predict a successful season,” 
Guarino said. u

Girls’ lacrosse

Junior Jenny Guarino sprints past a Notre Dame defender during a March 2 away game.

BY IngridHong

scoreboard

Menlo-Atherton Jamboree
Feb. 25

The Falcons won four out of five 
games. They beat Woodside, Justin 
Sienna, Harker and Mercy.

Saratoga 16, Notre Dame 3
March 2

This was the girls’ first victory 
against Notre Dame in three years. 

Saratoga 18, Santa Catalina 3
March 7

Senior Carolynn Choi led the team 
to victory with her quick, accurate 
shots.  She led the team with five 
goals.

Team amped up with Guarino
Junior attack leads underclassMen-filled teaM in third year on varsity

Courtesy of SCOTT JEWLER
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Chan also claims that though Chow 
does not train as often as he used to, he 
does see improvement from last year.

“The difference is subtle, but he has 
definitely improved.  With experience 
comes confidence and consistency,” 
Chan said.

The area of greatest progression, ac-
cording to Chan, is in the way Chow 
plays his matches mentally.

“Badminton requires you to read 
your opponents’ movements.  You’ve 
got to be faster physically and men-
tally,” he said. “Bryan has improved on 

both.”
Although Chow 

receives strong sup-
port from his par-
ents in badminton, 
he says that school 
always comes first 
for him. If badmin-
ton were to ever dis-
tract him too much 
from school, he 
would have to quit 
in order to focus on 
school.

This year, the 
badminton team has 
played two scrim-

mages so far, beating Newark Memorial 
on Feb. 28 by a score of 19-11 and los-
ing to Mission San Jose on March 1 by a 
score of 24-6. The team’s next game and 
first league match was against Wilcox 
on March 15.

Chan hopes that Chow will lead the 
school team to a victory at CCS.

“I look forward to seeing him in CCS 
singles and winning it,” Chan said. “If 
he doesn’t get injured, he has a good 
chance.” u

Nation’s No. 1 player leads Falcons
Badminton

With only three years of badminton 
experience, sophomore Bryan Chow has 
already gone from a novice to the best of 
the best. 

On Feb. 18-20, Chow won  the North-
west Super Regional Junior Badminton 
Tournament in Seattle, placing him as 
the No. 1 boys’ singles player in the na-
tion under the age of 17. 

“The whole tournament was pretty 
difficult, but it felt like all the long hard 
days of training 
have finally paid 
off,” Chow said.

Chow plays the 
varsity boys’ singles 
No. 1 spot on the 
school team. He 
used to train every 
day, but now trains 
four times a week 
outside of school, 
for about three 
hours a day. 

Between train-
ing for badminton, 
playing in march-
ing band and doing 
school work, Chow admits that he does 
not have much free time.

“Yeah, it’s a lot. During band season I 
don’t have a lot of time, so I skip a lot of 
[badminton] practices,” Chow said.

Chow’s passion for badminton has 
been noted by school coach Alex Chan.

“Bryan is competitive, [but] he 
doesn’t let his skills and achievements 
get to his head,” Chan said. “He is also 
willing to play other players of lower 
skill level for fun, which is important.”

BY VivianLeTran
& GraceMa

Sophomore Bryan Chow leaps in the air to smash the birdie back to his foe from Mission 
San Jose on March 1. The Falcons lost 24-6. 

FALCON // LILLIAN CHEN

King of the tennis court
Boys’ tennis

No. 1 singles: the slot in tennis held 
only by the best singles player on the 
team. 

While most would expect such a re-
vered position to belong to an upper-
classman or one of the cap-
tains, this year’s singles one 
position belongs to sophomore 
Kial Kaiser. 

“Kial is a strong presence 
on the team and always keeps 
our spirits up,” senior captain 
Krishnan Raman said. “He’s 
definitely improved and he 
continues to be mentally tough 
and is constantly adding to his 
game, becoming a complete all around 
player necessary to compete at top lev-
els.” 

Kaiser first picked up the tennis rack-
et at age 8. In addition to playing for the 
school team, he practices six to seven 
times a week for three to four hours each 
time and has placed in national tourna-
ments such as the United States Tennis 
Association (USTA) National Clay tour-
nament and the USTA Spring Easter 
Bowl Tournament.

When he was 14, Kaiser was ranked 
No. 1 in Northern California and 12th in 
the nation among his age category. Cur-
rently, he is ranked No. 4 in Northern 
California and among the nation’s top 
120 in the age 16 category. 

“I like the competitive nature of the 
sport and how no one can really change 
what you do but yourself,” Kaiser said. 
“I don’t like losing and also the fact that 

sometimes it’s hard to play all by your-
self.”

Kaiser feels that the team had a great 
season last year; however, Kaiser also 
believes that with the loss of key alumni 
Deepak Sabada and Nikhil Jayashan-
kar the season will be a lot tougher this 

year.  
“We had a solid force last year, 

and everyone gave their full ef-
fort,” Kaiser said. “The matches 
will definitely be more challeng-
ing this year, but it’ll be fun rep-
resenting the team at the No. 1 
spot.”

Kaiser’s teammates have ac-
knowledged his talents and 
appreciate his presence on the 

team. 
On March 2-3, the team placed third 

in the Fresno tournament that features 
the top 16 teams in the state. Also pres-
ent at the competition was Monta Vista, 
who will  be the Falcons’ main rival for 
first in leagues this year. 

 The team opened on March 2 with 
a 7-0 win over Dana Hills along with a 
4-3 win over a very strong Santa Barbara 
team. On March 3, the team lost 7-0 to 
Menlo in the semi-finals before coming 
back with a 6-1 victory over Gunn. 

Kaiser demonstrated his talents at 
the tournaments and won three out of 
his four matches, losing only by a small 
margin to the No. 1 singles player from 
the Menlo, who later won the tourna-
ment. 

“It feels pretty cool to represent the 
team as a sophomore,” Kaiser said. “I 
just need to perform well.”  u

BY BrandonJudoprasetijo

Kaiser

SophoMore Kial KaiSer pilotS 
boyS’ VarSity teaM at no. 1 SingleS

scoreboard
Feb. 28
Saratoga 19, Newark Memorial 11
The entire boys double lineup won all 
of the games, and sophomore Bryan 
Chow won his number one singles 
match. 

March 1
Mission San Jose 24, Saratoga 6
Senior Jeff Kuo and junior Derek Chao 
won their varsity No.  1 doubles match, 
but the team was unable to win.
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As Ramanathan prepared to eat the 
cinnamon, a crowd gathered around to 
witness the feat.

Kucer, standing by the doorway, 
questioned the safety of the experiment. 
In the YouTube video, he can be heard 
asking, “Is this safe to do?”

“Mostly, maybe,” students respond-
ed.

Ramanathan put the cinnamon in 
his mouth and swallowed tensely for a 
few seconds. Then, his face contorted in 
agony, and he started spewing clouds of 
cinnamon.

“He’s smoking cinnamon!” Kucer ex-
claimed.

Ramanathan later said, “My mouth 
was extremely dry, and all I could feel 
was a burning sensa-
tion at the back 
of my throat. 
Luckily for 
me, Mr. Kucer 
(who was not 
involved in the 
challenge) was 
nice enough to 
give me a water 
bottle after watch-
ing my wretched experience.” u

Sophomore Nikil Ramanathan stood 
outside of chemistry teacher Bob Kucer’s 
classroom, coughing, gagging and nearly 
vomiting. This wasn’t because of Kucer’s 
notoriously challenging tests, or even an 
upset stomach. Ramanathan was merely 
suffering from the effects of the self-im-
posed cinnamon challenge.

The cinnamon challenge is a competi-
tion in which a person attempts to eat or 
swallow a spoonful of ground cinnamon 
without drinking anything.

“I saw YouTube videos [of people doing 
the cinnamon challenge] and thought they 
were just weak and that I could do it,” Ra-
manathan said. “I’ve learned my lesson.”

Ramanathan’s fateful challenge began 
over Facebook. Students brazenly pledged 
to do the challenge if they received an A on 
the Kucer test. Ramanathan, however, said 
he did it even though he did not receive an 
A on the test.

On a Monday tutorial outside of Kucer’s 
classroom, sophomore Jason Li, who had 
also pledged to do the challenge, poured 
out ground cinnamon onto a green spoon 
and handed it to Ramanathan. 

op la ro id s

My news editor once asked 
me, “Samuel, do you live on 
a farm?” Though the owner 

of nine chickens and a dog, I have to 
say, somewhat regretfully, that I live 
in the suburbia of suburbias, 
right next to Redwood Middle 
School.

If you’re my avid fan (notice 
the singular noun), you’ll real-
ize that I’ve lost a chicken, as in 
my last chicken-related column, 
I stated that I had 10 chickens. 
I’m sure you’re wondering 
what happened to that chicken, 
so here goes.

It’s a Sunday night, and I am madly 
rushing to finish my homework. All 
of a sudden, there is a muffled distur-
bance from the backyard, kind of like 
when someone farts in a really crowded 
classroom, but then no one can get out 

so everyone starts panicking. Bad com-
parison? You’ll understand later.

I walk outside, flashlight, my wiry 
105-pound frame and blue belt Karate 
credentials ready for a fight. I sweep the 

flashlight to the chicken coop, 
and I see the culprit right away.

There’s my dog, growling 
deeply, hair raised. Standing 
about four feet away is a skunk, 
eyeing her suspiciously, rear 
end raised like a cop with a 
gun.

Let’s analyze the match up.
My dog is considered a more 

intelligent breed and weighs a solid 50 
pounds; the skunk probably weighed 
less than Shaquille O’Neal’s left toe. In 
the world of survival of the fittest, those 
extra pounds can mean life or death.

But the skunk is related to the “crazy 
nastyass honey badger,” an Internet 

meme popularized by a viral YouTube 
video. Apparently, the honey badger is 
quite the fighter. Fearlessly, the honey 
badger is shown killing cobras and eat-
ing honey from a bees’ nest, even as the 
bees swarm around him.

My dog takes a hesitant step for-
ward. Like with two western cowboys 
locked in a duel, the tension is palpable, 
and every movement brings a reaction. 
The skunk raises its behind in reaction; 
my dog flinches and backs down. I can 
see my dog calculatin`g the situation. 
Do I run away? Do I lunge and kill it? I 
try to call my dog over, but she doesn’t 
notice me. She quivers, hesitates and 
then promptly pounces on the skunk 
with all her force. All chaos ensues.

The situation is frantic. My dog is 
yelping and whimpering wildly, the 
skunk’s spray causing momentary 
blindness. My dog was not fast enough; 

the skunk released its gas right before 
my dog could disable it.

Strangely, the skunk wasn’t moving. 
I approach it. Like I said, no worries, I 
know Karate.

I had just decided on finishing the 
skunk with a club when it raised its tail, 
aimed, and … kept it raised.

Fortunately for me, my family and 
my international fan base, the skunk 
seemed to be out of gas. 

Realizing it was fatally injured, I 
left it to die in dignity. Unfortunately 
for my dog, though, she smelled for 
two days like … well, there really is no 
word for it. Maybe the smell of burning 
natural gas.

And thus ended the saga, going 
badly for the small guy, as usual.

What, you want to know what hap-
pened to my chicken?  

Two words: noodle soup. u

Chickens the Sequel: A dog versus the skunk and the stink

SAMUEL
LIU

Chicken Man

buzzworthy The cinnamon challenge

BY SamuelLiu

Juniors Neal Signaporia and Amin 
Mirzadegan model during a fall 
preview of the Benefit Fashion Show, 
which will take place March 17 in the 
large gym.

FALCON // DAVID SPARKMAN

Freshmen Jack McCarthy and Andrew York and seniors Joshua Harris and Arjun Desai perform in “South Pacific” on March 9 in the McAfee Center.

FALCON // DYLAN JEW

Seniors Valerie Peterson and Austin 

Sevilla dance the night away at the 

Jazz Cab on March 3.

FALCON // KELLY LIU
Junior Jenni Miller helps distribute soup for the Souper Bowl on Feb. 29 with her ceramics class with teacher Leah Aguayo.

FALCON // DYLAN JEW

REASONS TO BE MAD IN MARCH

Powderpuff. Guys 
wearing short shorts for 
cheerleading? Uh....

The only month with 
no break. No explana-
tion necesary.

Daylight savings. Even 
less sleep than usual.

Allergies. Have to bring 
a tissue box for every 
test.

St. Patty’s day? Green 
day with red bruises.

Derek Sun
Jonathan Young

Not getting asked to 
Sadies ... Embarassing.

Nothing grinds your 
gears more than watch-
ing your favorite team 
lose. 

The SAT. There’s one 
Saturday ruined.

College acceptances... 
and college rejections.

Weather confused: 
wearing short shorts in 
30 degree weather?

topten
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