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Administrators, teachers, students 
and parents breathed a collective sigh 
of relief on May 3 when Measure A, the 
parcel tax in the Los Gatos-Saratoga 
Union High School District, passed with 
a 72.59 percent support, according to the 
Santa Clara County Registrar of Voters. 
Measure A marked the first time that 
voters in the district have been asked to 
approve a parcel tax measure for the two 
high schools.

“It’s kind of historic,” superintendent 
Cary Matsuoka said. “To have it pass on 
our first attempt is a big deal.”

Measure A will implement an annual 
$49 parcel tax to support both Saratoga 
and Los Gatos High Schools. The tax is 
expected to generate $4.8 million over a 
six-year time span. 

“This parcel tax ... gives us some 
much needed breathing room as we look 
forward to the future,” Matsuoka said.

The vote was conducted via mail-in 
ballot. Overall 14,700 votes were cast, 
with 10,671 people voting for Measure A 
and 4,029 people voting against it (27.41 
percent). The tax needed 66.7 percent to 
pass. 

The success of Measure A does not 
solve all of the district’s budget prob-
lems,  but many proposed cuts will no 
longer have to be implemented. 

“It means that our budget will be sta-
bilized,” Matsuoka said. “[We can] stop 
annual spring cutting and maintain ev-
erything that we have in our school.”

The money will be used to support 
the core programs: English, math, sci-

In swimming, a tenth of a second can 
separate victory from defeat, a place on 
the podium from a place on the bleach-
ers.

A tenth of a second was all senior 
Adam Hinshaw needed to break the 
Santa Clara Valley Athletic League’s 
40-year-old 200-yard freestyle record on 
May 6.

At the De Anza Athletic League Finals 
meet at Saratoga High’s pool, Hinshaw 
finished his race with a time of 1:40.40, 
just ahead of all-time great swimmer 

Mark Spitz’s SCVAL record of 1:40.50. 
At the peak of his swimming career, 

Spitz won seven gold medals at the 1972 
Olympics in Munich. Michael Phelps is 
the only person who has surpassed this 
feat, with his eight golds at Beijing in 
2008. An alumnus of Santa Clara High, 
Spitz had held the SCVAL record in the 
200 freestyle since 1968.

“I knew the record going into the race, 
and it was my goal to break it,” Hinshaw 
said. “I don’t really shoot for [records], 
but if I happen to see one that’s achiev-
able, I’ll try to get it.”

Going into Leagues, Hinshaw’s best 
time in the 200 freestyle was a 1:37.70. 

However, he swam that time last year at 
CCS after tapering—a process of rest and 
recovery before big meets. At Leagues, 
Hinshaw did not have the benefit of a 
taper.

“I felt terrible [during the race], be-
cause I was tired,” Hinshaw said. “I had 
a hard workout the day before and it 
took a lot of mental and physical effort 
to go that fast.”

Hinshaw said that the fact that Spitz, 
who set 33 swimming world records in 
his career, held the record made him 
happier. 
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Hinshaw breaks Spitz’s all-time record
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June 16 Graduation
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your school picture! 
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COURTESY OF TODD NGUYEN

BY EmilyWilliams

 at Macys

During tutorial on Friday, May 13, 
dozens of members of the marching 
band joined music teachers, mayor 
Howard Miller, superintendent Cary 
Matsuoka and principal Jeff Anderson 
on the steps of the quad for an impor-
tant announcement.

With a dramatic bang, silver party 
poppers exploded with confetti after a 
representative for Macy’s announced 
that the school’s 
marching band 
will participate 
in the 2012 Ma-
cy’s Thanks-
giving Day Pa-
rade.

Both world-
famous and 
uniquely American, the Macy’s 
Thanksgiving Day Parade honors 
America’s most prestigious bands. 
Only 11 bands are selected each year. 
Saratoga’s is the only one from Cali-
fornia.

With more than 50 million TV view-
ers, this parade is recognized as the of-
ficial start of the holiday season.

“I feel like it’s a great honor to be 

able to play in the parade because 
we’ve never done it before,” sopho-
more baritone player Justin Hang said. 
“And I have always watched the pa-
rade during Thanksgiving, so it’s pret-
ty cool to see too.” 

The itinerary for the trip is still ten-
tative, but music director Michael Boitz 
plans to have the marching band fly to 
New York on Sunday before Thanks-
giving break, perform in the parade on 
Thursday and return on Friday. 

Similar to 
the Carnegie 
Hall trip, stu-
dents will stay 
in a hotel close 
to Times Square 
and watch 
a Broadway 
show. After the 

parade, Boitz hopes to have a Thanks-
giving dinner on a cruise boat with the 
families who came along. 

Although current seniors and ju-
niors are happy for the underclassmen 
and know what an accomplishment 
this event will be for the music pro-
gram, many are also disappointed that 
they will miss the chance to perform on 
television in front of millions of people.  

    
“The news about the Macy’s parade is 
bittersweet,” junior trombone player 
Kenneth Leung said. “I feel happy 
and honored that Saratoga High was 
chosen, but it hurts that I will once 
again be missing out on the big trip.”  

BY AshleyTang

1 The number of California’s 
high school bands performing 
in the Macy’s Day Parade in 
2012.

400 The number of parents 
and students expected to go 
on the trip.

6 The number of days music 
director Michael Boitz 
planned the trip to be.

$2,000 The approximate 
cost of the Macy’s Day Parade 
trip for each student. 

        Ashley Tang
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School officials and representatives from Macy’s Corporation announced on May 13 the inclusion of the school’s band in the 
2012 Macy’s Day Parade. The parade, which occurs each Thanksgiving Day, draws millions of American viewers every year. 

Sophomore Justin Hang

“I feel like it’s a great 
honor to be able to play in 
the parade because we’ve 

never done it before.” ((
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Bell Tower hosts Spanish culture nights
The Bell Tower restaurant in downtown Saratoga had 

a busy night on May 19 due to Spanish 4 Honors classes’ 
“Paella y Guitarra” night. Spanish teacher Arnaldo Rodri-
guex’s students must attend three cultural events per se-
mester for a participation grade, and this event proved to 
be popular. On May 26, a subsequent event was held for 
AP Spanish 5 and 6 students.

“It was nice to do something different—eating, taking 
pictures and enjoying the company,” Rodriguex said.

Fifty students attended this event, which aimed to ex-
pose students to authentic Spanish culture, as musicians 
played live Spanish folk music on guitars while flamenco 
dancers stepped to the beat on the outdoor terrace.

The dinner consisted of fresh salad and paella, a mix of 
rice, seafood and chicken, or a similar vegetarian option.

Junior Nicole Shadman, a Spanish student and the 
daughter of Bell Tower’s owner, Michael Shadman, said 
she thought the night was fun.

“It was busy. We actually ran out of paella,” she said.
This is the first time that Rodriguex’s classes have had 

a cultural activity at the Bell Tower. 
“It was convenient that the event was local,” junior 

Kristine Johnston said. “Everyone chatted while enjoying 
the paella.”

—Sabrina Cismas

Science teachers to teach different classes  
to accommodate students’ interests

Starting next year, some teachers in the science depart-
ment will teach different classes in order to accommodate 
students enrolled in some of the department’s more popu-
lar courses. AP Physics will need a new teacher due to sci-
ence teacher Bill Drennan’s decision to retire at the end of 
this year. 

Currently, the school is not looking to hire another teach-
er to take the AP and regular Physics classes that Drennan 
teaches. Instead, teacher Kirk Davis will teach all AP Phys-
ics classes next year, along with a few regular physics peri-
ods, while current Biology and Chemistry Honors teacher 
Jenny Garcia will also teach a few regular physics classes. 

Teacher Cheryl Lenz, who currently teaches only one pe-
riod of biology, will likely take on more Biology or Chem-
istry Honors classes, according to assistant principal Brian 
Safine.

Safine also said that there may be three AP Physics class-
es next year because of increased interest in the class. Cur-
rently there are only two.

Davis, who currently teaches four sections of regular 
physics and one section of Sequential Math 2, has never 
taught AP physics before, but is “looking forward to doing 
so.”

“Of course, Mr. Drennan will be hard to replace,” Davis 
said. ”He has taught here for 35 years and knows the sub-
ject and the AP curriculum so well. He will be a big loss.”

—Aashna Mukerji and Deborah Soung

Alumnus donates equipment to school
Bradford F. Martin, a Saratoga High alumnus from 

1978, recently donated a Hi-Lo table to the athletics de-
partment, according to athletic trainer Liz Gilmore. 

A Hi-Lo table, usually worth about $1,500 to $4,000, al-
lows an athletic trainer to treat her patients with greater 
ease as the table can adjust to many different heights.

“The Hi-Lo table is extremely helpful when providing 
treatment to our student athletes,” Gilmore said. “I can 
raise or lower them to the appropriate height for each 
treatment.”

Martin is a physical therapist who owns and runs the 
Orthopedic Physical Therapy Specialists of Saratoga, 
which he established in 1986. 

He also donated a slide board and a resistance training 
parachute because he is downsizing his physical therapy 
facility in preparation for retirement. Martin said he had 
no trouble on deciding where to donate his equipment.

“I like Saratoga High, [and] they needed a Hi-Lo table,” 
Martin said.

The addition of the Hi-Lo table will be very helpful for 
Gilmore when she treats student athletes. 

“[The table] allows me to place the athlete in an accessi-
ble position,” Gilmore said. “I no longer have to stand on 
a stool or bend down while treating a student athlete.”

—Allison Toh

VIVIAN LETRAN

Teachers celebrate a homerun hit by English teacher Eric Rector at the staff softball game on April 27.
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Science teacher juggles family, coaching, job
falconfocus

Kristen Thomson watches 
out of the corner of her eye 
as her 3-year-old son, Spen-
cer, plays on the bleachers on 
the pool deck. Meanwhile, she 
explains a set to a group of JV 
swimmers.

Thomson’s multitasking 
results from her hectic life in 
which she juggles teaching, 
coaching and family commit-
ments.

Thomson has been teach-
ing and coaching the boys’ and 
girls’ swim teams since she 
first started teaching at Sara-
toga in 2000. She teaches two 
periods of biology and 
three periods of AP En-
vironmental Science.

Balancing the team 
and her classes was al-
ways a challenge, but in 
recent years Thomson 
has added a whole new 
level of responsibility.

Thomson gave birth to her 
two children, Spencer and Isla 
Lily in 2008 and 2010, respec-
tively.

“It was tough without kids. 
It was tougher with one and 
exponentially tougher with 
two,” she said.

Now, Thomson balances 
parenting, coaching and teach-
ing in a world of constant 
scheduling conflicts. She says 
that the key to maintaining a 
busy schedule is good commu-
nication.

“I let my [students] know 
that I’m human, and I think 
that they appreciate that,” she 
said. 

Junior Rebecca Chen re-
spects Thomson for her ability 
to balance her three commit-
ments. 

“I think like she’s the defi-
nition of a twenty-first century 
woman,” Chen said. “She defi-
nitely does a lot of parenting. 
She also has to deal with the 
kids in the pool, the APES kids 
and the Bio kids. I’ve known 
her for a really long time, and 
there isn’t anything that I don’t 
like about her.”

Luckily, Thomson has sup-
port at swimming from her 

fellow head coach Christian 
Bonner and three assistant 
coaches. She says that having 
back-up in swimming is nice 
when something comes up last 
minute and she cannot attend 
practice. 

While family is her first 
priority, Thomson’s passion 
for working with kids drives 
her to continue coaching and 
teaching, despite her busy 
schedule. 

On the swim team she feels 
that she develops a less formal 

relationship with her athletes, 
as she is more laid-back and 
tends to joke around more.

“I love getting to know kids 
outside of the classroom,” she 
said. “If you just look at our 
team this year, it is full of char-
acters. In a classroom situa-
tion, you kind of have to water 
it down so that everyone can 
learn. It’s nice to see people’s 
true colors.” 

Thomson finds the rewards 
in teaching as she introduces 
students to topics about which 
she is passionate and watches 
her students grow intellectu-
ally. But the best parts of both 
jobs are the relationships that 
she forms with students.

“Both of [the jobs] 
let me get to know stu-
dents and, to me, that’s 
the most important 
thing,” she said. ”You 
teach because you like it 
and that’s doubly [true] 
with coaching, because 
you put in so much 

time and you really don’t get 
paid much at all.”

Thomson takes the time out 
of her busy life to coach school 
sports because she loves what 
she is doing, not because she 
wants the money. 

“The day that I coach for the 
money or the day that I teach 
for solely myself and not for 
my students is the day that I  
think I should retire,” Thom-
son said. “You have to be in it 
for the students. They’re the 
most important.” u

The data represents the distribution 
of the votes for Measure A, which 
passed with 72.59 percent out of 
14,700 votes cast in favor on May 3, 
according to the Santa Clara County 
Registrar of Voters. Measure A will 
implement an annual $49 parcel tax 
to support both Saratoga and Los 
Gatos High Schools. The tax is ex-
pected to generate $4.8 million over 
a six-year time span. The money 
will support core programs, like 
English, math, science, social stud-
ies and world languages, and help 
to keep class sizes small.

falconfigures

BY MichaelLee
& EmilyWilliams

Thomson’s multitasking re-
sults from her hectic life in 
which she juggles teaching, 
coaching and family.

Teacher Kristen Thomson

Measure A

Yes
72.59%

No
27.41%

Source: Santa Clara County 
Registrar of Voters. 

FALCON // DYLAN JEW
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Eleven juniors received awards at the 
CSF Award Ceremony held on May 18. 
At 7:30 a.m., parents and students went 
to the cafeteria, where students were 
recognized for their exceptional con-
duct and academic excellence by vari-
ous teachers, guidance counselors and 
administrators. 

The California Scholarship Federation 
(CSF) is a statewide community service 
organization that hosts the CSF Awards 
Banquet each year. Awards are given for 
outstanding performance in areas such 
as science, math, English, history and 
leadership. Students who receive CSF 
awards are then eligible to win scholar-
ships. 

Junior Meghana Rao received the 
Frederick Douglass and Susan B. Antho-
ny Award in Humanities and Social Sci-
ences after her AP U.S. History teacher, 
Kim Anzalone, nominated her. 

“Winning this award raised my self-
confidence and boosted my ego, not that 
I really needed that,” Rao said. “But, 
more importantly, I was touched that 
Mrs. Anzalone thought so highly of me. 
It means so much more when a teacher 
makes that extra effort to show their ap-
preciation.”

Math teacher Audrey Warmuth de-
cided to present junior Evan Ye with the 
California Mathematics Council Certifi-
cate.

“Not only does he have extraordinary 
skills, but he’s a wonderful personal-
ity to have in the classroom,” Warmuth 
said. 

Ye felt very proud to receive the award 
“among such a strong and talented math 
class.”

After receiving the George Eastman 
Young Leaders award from assistant 
principal Karen Hyde, junior Anshu 
Siripurapu felt honored to be distin-
guished from the other notable leaders 
on campus. 

“I was also humbled to be in the 
company of the other award winners 
because they are all extremely talented. 
Any of them could have received all of 
the awards,” he said.

Warmuth added, “Many teachers, in-
cluding myself, feel bad that there aren’t 
more awards that can be given out be-
cause there are many worthy students at 
Saratoga High.” u

Juniors receive kudos at 
CSF Awards Ceremony

As the school year wraps up its odds 
and ends, Saratoga High showed off its 
top entries and projects at History Day 
and science state fairs. The Qualifiers 
included 31 students who showcased 16 
total entries at the History Day State Fair 
and two students who presented their 
projects at the California State Science 
Fair. 

History Day: ‘Debate and Diplomacy’
For the first time in history, the school 

saw three of its students’ projects qualify 
for the National History Day competi-
tion to be held from June 12-16 at the 
University of Maryland.

The prerequisites were the school, 
county and state competitions. Judging 
at the state level was held at the Double 
Tree Airport Hotel in San Jose on April 
30.

The winners successfully tied a his-
torical event to this year’s theme, “De-
bate and Diplomacy: Successes, Failures 
and Consequences.” Junior Ariella Yen-
dler’s individual performance on the 
Scopes Monkey Trial, juniors Chris-
tine Tseng, Sanjana Chetia and Jennifer 
Yang’s group documentary on Japanese 

internment during WWI and freshman 
Anushree Dugar’s historical paper on 
the Colorado River Compact trumped 
the other entries that reached the state 
level from each of the nine presentation 
categories. 

Of the 232 entries at the state level, 
these students will be among the 18 high 
school entries 
to represent 
California at 
the national 
competition.

Junior Da-
vid Eng’s indi-
vidual website 
on the Iran-
Contra Affair 
and junior My-
ron Zhang’s 
historical paper on the Cuban Missile 
Crisis placed third, making them the 
first runners-up within their respective 
categories.

Eng was also given the Webmasters 
Special Award. Dugar received the A.P. 
Malvino Award, awarded to students 
for using clear writing to present com-
plicated topics.

Dugar, the only freshman from Sara-
toga High to participate in History Day, 

History Day and science fair make history
BY SamikaKumar

award recipients
Award (Nominator): Recipient
Bausch And Lob Honorary Science Award 
(Kucer): Myron Zhang
California Mathematics Council Certificate 
(Warmuth): Evan Ye
Frederick Douglass and Susan B. Anthony 
Award in Humanities and Social Sciences 
(Anzalone): Meghana Rao
George Eastman Leadership Award (Hyde): 
Anshu Siripurapu
Harvard Book Award (Ritchie): Michael 
Chang
MIT Leadership Award (Nakamatsu): Alissa 
Zhang
Mount Holyoke College Book Award 
(Mohnike): Penny Burgess
Rensselaer Medal Winner (Drennan): Chris 
Jones
Wellesley Book Award (Mohnike): Megan 
Yen
Williams Book Award (Anzalone): Antara 
Rao
Xerox Award for Innovation and Informa-
tion Technology (Troxell): Elaine Chou
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is additionally the school’s only student 
to have reached the national level in the 
past.

“I’m really excited. I decided to do 
[a History Day project] in eighth grade 
because I had heard about it, and I like 
history a lot,” Dugar explained.

Dugar looks forward to the national 
compet i t ion 
after her posi-
tive experience 
from last year.

“There was 
a big parade, 
and I met stu-
dents from all 
over the coun-
try,” Dugar 
said.

Science projects navigate to state
A few days after the National His-

tory Day competition, sophomore David 
Zarrin and junior David Eng represent-
ed Saratoga High in the California State 
Science Fair. The fair was from May 2-3 
at the California Science Center in Los 
Angeles. These two were among the 60 
students that qualified for the state fair 
from the approximate 1,000 students 
who participated in the Synopsis Science 

Fair.
Neither won awards, but Zarrin re-

ceived special recognition for being one 
of 10 students to have reached the state 
fair level five times.

Zarrin’s project was a “centimeter-
accurate indoor navigation system that 
is commercially plausible.”

Using a process he coined radio oscil-
lation, Zarrin created a navigation meth-
od that is cheaper and more precise than 
many of the devices today. The device 
helps one find anything, from a seat in 
a restaurant to the fire exit of a burning 
building.

Eng’s project centered around the 
effect of septins—a special type of pro-
tein—on a host cell’s ability to endocy-
tose the fungus Candida albicans.

The project directly influences mem-
brane biology, according to Eng. Its re-
search can help synthesize agents that 
fight the disease that is caused by this 
fungus.

As this was his first year participating 
in a science fair, Eng was happy to reach 
the state level.

“I was grateful for the opportunity 
to compete this year and felt honored 
to represent my county alongside such 
qualified peers,” Eng said. u

BY AashnaMukerji

“I was grateful for the oppor-
tunity to compete this year 

and felt honored to represent 
my county alongside such 

qualified peers.”
Junior David Eng

((

freshman 
Anushree Dugar

thewinners

Five students 
will move on 
to the national 
History Day 
Competition. junior 

Ariella Yendler
junior 

Christine Tseng
junior

Sanjana Chetia
junior 

Jennifer Yang
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Most students cannot wait to get out 
of school. Very few even consider coming 
back to teach. For many, four years of 
high school seem to be more than enough. 
However, guidance counselor Christy 
Cali is only now ending her career in 
education after 39 years of teaching and 
counseling.

“I’d like to try something different and 
still be healthy and energetic enough to 
do it,” Cali said. “I look forward to very 
simple things like reading the paper or 
taking a long hike on a day when the 
weather is perfect for hiking.”

She also mentioned how she is looking 
forward to opportunities that would 
come with retiring such as traveling and 
taking advantage of off-season prices or 
not worrying about getting up at 5:30 
a.m. to drive to work.

“[I look forward to] getting involved 
in a project late into the evening and 
not having to worry about getting up at 
5:30 in the morning, or sleeping in on a 
stormy winter day, or spending an entire 
afternoon reading a book,” Cali said.

She has been working at the school 
for a total of 11 years, before which she 
taught at Mt. Pleasant and counseled 
at James Lick. Next year, she will be 
replaced by Lisa Kellert, who has worked 
at Wilcox High School.

She said that she will miss the labor-
intensive job of college letter writing the 
least.

“Counseling is all about the students. 
I like the fact that they are motivated 
and they have a good global awareness. 

They are also diversified, and I just enjoy 
their challenges. They’ve been given the 
opportunity to expand on their talents,” 
Cali said.

Throughout her years, Cali has 
also been involved in extracurricular 
activities. 

She was the California Scholarship 
Federation advisor for five to six years, 
worked for with the District Teachers 
Association, and was involved with 
Mock Trial for seven years. 

As for her favorite memories from 
the years past, Cali finds events like 
Halloween and rallies to be at the top of 
her list. She also mentioned her love of 
the music program.

One of the biggest moments this year, 
she said, was the Mock Trial team getting 
into the Santa Clara County finals.

“That was a very high point,” she 
said. “One of the students I’ve had for 
four years, the other for three, and this 
year all the students came together as a 
team. After watching [students] grow, I 
thought that was really special.”

Junior Michael Chang, who has Cali 
as a counselor, said that Cali became so 
much more than a counselor to him and 
others he knows.

“She’s one of those rare people who 
is driven by passion to go above and 
beyond in her job,” said Chang. “The 
school will lose one of its most dedicated 
and supportive leaders when Ms. Cali 
retires.”

Sophomore Elyse Berlinberg added 
that she was sad about Cali retiring.

“I really wish she could stay 
throughout my applying to colleges 

and all. I’m 
really sad 
that she’s 
retiring, but 
I hope she 
has a great 
time taking 
time off, 
t r a v e l i n g , 
and all that 
jazz,” said 
Berlinberg.

Looking 
further back, 
Cali laughed 
about how 
when she 
first started 
teaching in 
1972 at Mt. 
P l e a s a n t 
H i g h 
School, the 
technology was completely different 
from what current students are used to.

“Well, back then we didn’t have 
computers; we used a typewriter, and 
we used what was called a ditto machine 
[a machine similar to a copy machine]. 
Well, if you used it at the last minute, 
right before you ran into class, the fluid 
would still be wet. And the kids would 
get very excited, pass the papers around 
and sniff the fluid,” Cali said.

She expressed amazement at how 
different the times were and how they 
have changed. There was no Internet, 
record players were used and all the 
teachers used chalk and blackboards. 
The movies teachers showed students 

were on actual film.
“One time I was showing a film, and 

I didn’t realize the film had stopped, so 
it was all over the floor. I had to sit there 
and roll it back up with a pencil,” Cali 
said.

As for her parting words to the school, 
Cali said that they were similar to what 
she would say to departing seniors.

“You’re moving on to something new 
and no one can take the memories away,” 
Cali said. “Your lives are enriched, and 
I feel that my life has been very much 
enriched by being here. With that, we 
can move on to a new adventure and a 
new experience and cherish what has 
happened over the last 11 years.” u

Physics teacher Bill Drennan has 
touched the lives of countless students 
in the classroom, on the wrestling mat 
and on the golf course. For 35 years at 
SHS, he has challenged students to open 
their minds and think outside the box, 
but he is retiring at the end of the year.

“I think that we are losing a huge 
personality in the science department. He 
is just such a character; he is a legend,” 
science teacher Kristen Thomson said. 
“No one can replace him, no one can 
come close to him, he’s just a legend and 
it’s definitely the end of an era.”

Where did he come from?
Drennan was hired here in 1976; it 

was the only teaching job he had ever 
applied for. 

He was hired primarily as a wrestling 
coach who would also teach math. 
Reflecting 
on his 
time at 
the school, 
D r e n n a n 
n o t e d 
how much 
the the 
place has 
changed as 
the values 
h a v e 
s h i f t e d 
f r o m 
athletics to 
academics.

Drennan was inspired to get his 
teaching credential when, as a young 
man, he worked at a school for wards of 
the state and witnessed how they were 
mistreated by the owner of the school. 
He wanted to be able to help them, and 
he dreamed of one day starting his own 
school for these kids. 

Drennan attended UCLA on a 
wrestling scholorship and later got 
his teaching credential from UC Santa 
Barbara.

Since he started at the school, 
Drennan has taught 10 different classes, 

everything from Algebra 2, Geometry, 
General Math and Science to Chemistry. 
Drennan currently teaches his favorite 
subject, AP Physics.

According to Drennan, his retirement 
has been a long time coming, saying, 
“It’s about time.”

A passion for teaching
Drennan is perhaps best known for 

his stories. Yet Drennan’s stories are 
more than just entertaining. Although he 
likes to joke around, Drennan truly loves 
teaching, and his stories are part of his 
teaching strategy.

In his class, he values a combination 
of learning and fun. In his end-of-the-
year evaluation he asks students three 
questions: “How much did you learn?” 
“How much did you enjoy it?” and 
“How hard did you work?”

Not all students appreciate Drennan’s 
style of teaching, but despite criticism, 

many will 
d e f i n i t e l y 
miss his 
antics. 

“It is so 
sad that 
he’s retiring 
because no 
one will truly 
a p p re c i a t e 
the ‘Drennan 
experience,’” 
senior Kent 
P a i s l e y , 
who knows 

Drennan well from his memorable 
time on the golf team. “It’s kind of an 
important thing to go through, in my 
opinion.”

Plans for retirement 
Drennan does not yet know exactly 

what he will do after he retires.
“I might just not do anything at all for 

about a half a year and just get used to 
what life’s like without the pressure,” he 
said.

Throughout the year, he has been 
working hard to stay in good physical 
shape after three back surgeries.

“[I am] just getting healthy and 
staying fit so I can do whatever I 
want, enjoy this time. I can’t wait. 
I don’t know what it’s going to be 
like not having that pressure.”

Although he 
does not have an 
exact plan, Drennan 
has many hobbies 
that he would like 
to continue to pursue. 
He plays three-cushion 
billiards and loves to shoot 
pool. He also plans to 
play golf a n d 
work on 
projects 
a r o u n d 
h i s 
property 
w h e r e 
“there’s always a lot to 
do.”

He doesn’t want 
to stop teaching and 
hopes to continue to 
teach through private 
tutoring and golf 
instruction.

“I’ve always liked 
coming to class, but 
other things to do with 
teaching I’m not really 
fond of,” he said. “If I 
just [spent time in the 
classroom] and nothing else then I’d 
probably keep teaching.”

Although he will miss aspects of 
teaching, Drennan feels that he is leaving 
on a positive note.

“I’m very, very happy right now. 
Looking back, you know you have good 
years and bad  years, but overall I feel 
proud and I’ve had a lot of kids come 
back and tell me nice things, this year 
especially,” he said.

A legacy of “speaking truth to power” 
Drennan hopes that he leaves a 

lasting legacy by teaching his students 
to “speak truth to power” by “standing 
up and speaking out” when they believe 
something isn’t right and training 

them to question everything.
”I’ve always said that I think it’s so 

important that students see teachers as 
models of courage. I hope I’ve made them 
question—and I don’t just mean laws of 
physics. I mean what their contribution 
to the world is? How their life is going to 
make the planet better or worse?”

Drennan practices what he preaches 
at school as part of his legacy. He is 
known for speaking up when he feels 
that something is not right. 

“I’m not sure if I’m ever going to find 
someone so passionate about things as 
him,” Thomson said. “I’ve had some 
great discussions with him, and I think  
that he is one of the smartest people I 
know. I will miss him and his antics.” u

LEGENDARY DRENNAN RETIRES

Cali looks forward to having more free time

BY EmilyWilliams

BY AshwiniVelchamy

Counselor Christy Cali sits in her office, hard at work. This is her 11th 
year counseling at Saratoga High and 39th year working in education.

Now: 2011Then: 1979
((
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“Loser.” “Geek.” “Stupid.” The girl 
on the projector screen wore a bored ex-
pression as she slandered her classmate. 
As the scene faded to black, some words 
flashed: “If you wouldn’t say it in per-
son, why say it online?”

The overhead lights illuminated the 
faces of the more than 300 freshmen sit-
ting in the McAfee Center’s seats during 
a tutorial assembly on May 13. Chief Tri-
al Deputy Rey Mandoza took the micro-
phone and addressed the students.

“I see kids being hurt and I hear about 
kids being hurt online every day. And 
some kids suffer from severe depression. 
Some kids don’t want to come to school. 
And what happens in adolescence af-
fects you your entire life.”

The leadership class and the admin-
istration organized this assembly to dis-
courage the students from falling trap to 
bullying and other negative behaviors.
Assistant principal Karen Hyde said 
the school will organize similar events 
next year, along with shifting the focus 
of Link Crew from school spirit to class 
unity.

“The piece that we have lost over time 
is the honor of all students, for whatever 
they do, for wherever they exceed or ex-
cel,” Hyde said. “I think the seniors have 
it, but there’s less embracing of it [with 
the underclassmen].”

Hyde and assistant principal Kevin 
Mount both emphasized the need to 
combat recent issues like bullying, es-
pecially in the form of cyberbullying on 
websites like Facebook and Formspring.

“The research says that the best way 
to deal with bullying is to purposefully 
create a culture of prevention,” Mount 
said. “The idea is how to encourage stu-
dents to take pride, not just in their aca-
demics and extracurriculars, but in the 
way they treat each other.”

Mount said other schools across the 
nation are focusing more on creating a 
culture of prevention.

“Well, we had a couple of instances 
[of bullying] this year, but nothing out of 
the ordinary. I think it’s kind of in the na-
tional mindset right now,” Mount said. 
“President Obama delivered a speech on 
bullying, and there’s a heightened aware-
ness around treating people right.”

Mount asserted that the main goal is 
to make Saratoga High “a peaceful and 
positive place to go to school.”

“What’s more interesting to me is not 
just preventing bullying, but creating a 
positive culture where everyone feels 
good about going to school,” Mount 
said.

As ASB president, senior David Man-
dell believes that the underclassmen are 
more disconnected from the school and 
each other than previous classes have 
been. He feels they have a lack of respect 
for their peers, the upperclassmen and 
themselves. 

As a result, the underclassmen may 
be more prone to bullying-related prob-
lems.

“My freshman year, I felt really wel-
comed, and I tried to dive into the Sara-
toga culture. I feel there’s more of a bar-
rier between [the older students] and the 
freshmen,” Mandell said. “As upper-

Leadership, administration preach unity, 
equality to freshman class in assembly
BY MichaelLee

classmen, it is our job to be the example 
and not the exception.”

Freshman Nikhil Goel, too, has no-
ticed varying levels of unity among the 
classes.

“I have heard of instances where peo-
ple think of the freshman class as more 
into bullying, but I don’t really see it per-
sonally,” Goel said. “I guess I’m in the 
grade and I’m used to it.”

Goel believes that students need to 
change themselves and their behavior 
early.

“I think it really starts at the middle 
school level, because that’s where a lot of 

the problems happen,” Goel said. “You 
can’t really change their state of mind 
at that point, because kids have already 
kind of matured.”

Mandell, Mount, Goel and Hyde all 
remain hopeful of the school’s ability to 
create a culture that will positively influ-
ence new students in the future.

“Popularity is not what earns you a 
place on this campus,” Hyde said. “It’s 
more important about accepting, em-
bracing, allowing people to find their 
passions and moving forward. And we 
need to keep the culture of Saratoga 
High School moving forward.” u

Psychologist John Piña speaks to freshmen on bullying on May 13 in the McAfee Center.

Macy’s Trip planned
Continued from pg. 1
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Current juniors also missed the Red-
wood Marching Band trip to Washing-
ton, D.C., during Barack Obama’s inau-
guration. Some of the current freshmen 
and sophomores are among the lucky 
few who have been to both the inaugura-
tion and to Carnegie Hall; now they will 
also play in the Thanksgiving parade.  
    Boitz agrees with the upperclassmen 
and feels bad that they will not be able to 
attend. However, many of them were able 
to travel to Europe and Carnegie Hall.  
    “It just kind of happens the way it hap-
pens,” said Boitz, who does not have con-
trol over which year the marching band 
will be able to perform in the parade.  
    In fact, Boitz had not even expected 
that the marching band would have this 
opportunity so early, for this was his first 
time applying to the Macy’s Thanksgiv-
ing Day Parade. Usually, groups must 
apply three or four times to get accepted 
into an event or clinic, according to Boitz. 
    “I kind of sent in the application se-
cretly not knowing whether we would 
get accepted or not, so I was equally sur-

prised that we did,” Boitz said. “I wasn’t 
anticipating it.”

To be a part of Macy’s Thanksgiving 
Day Parade, Boitz sent in an application 
that included information about the di-
rectors, accomplishments and accolades 
that the music program has received and 
DVDs and videos of performances.

    “It was kind of fun to put the ap-
plication together because I had to make 
a bio of everything we’ve done in the 
past 10 years, both band and orchestra,” 
Boitz said. 

“I included orchestra too because 
when we’ve traveled internationally, to 
the Sydney Opera House and to Europe, 
we’ve done it together as a group,” he  said.  
    However, the trip may be pricey 
due to the cost of transporting instru-
ments, called the “second baggage fee.” 
Boitz estimates that the total cost of the 
trip will be about $2,000 per person.  
    “The cost of the trip might be a prob-
lem because I know these trips tend to 
be pretty expensive,” freshmen Derek 
Tanaka said. 

“But I know it will be worth it,” He 
said. u

-ence, social studies and world languag-
es. In order to ensure that this happens, 
the district office will be organizing an 
oversight committee made up of Sara-
toga and Los Gatos citizens.

 In a board meeting on May 17, the 
board of trustees decided to spend 
$550,000 to shrink class sizes and add 
sections that were cut because of the 
budget. English 9 and Algebra 1 will 
benefit the most from the added sec-
tions, although the whole curriculum 
will gain sections.

They also decided to “restore per-
pupil spending,” provide support  and 

reinstate the NOVA alternative program 
guidance couselor position. The rest of 
the issues are on hold until the Califor-
nia state budget is passed, according to 
a message that Matsuoka posted on the 
district website. The community, espe-
cially parents, students and teachers, 
had to lead the campaign. Shinku Shar-
ma and Cathie Thermond ultimately ran 
it. 

In an email to district staff, superin-
tendent Cary Matsuoka said that they 
“each played a part in this historic step 
for our district by [their] support of Mea-
sure A, and the work [they] do to make 
our district such a great place for stu-
dents.” u
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In late March, junior Akash Kar was 
shocked by the news that he had won 
the state level Letters About Literature 
(LAL), a national writing competition 
sponsored by the 
Library of Con-
gress. 

A month after 
being selected to 
represent Cali-
fornia on the na-
tional level, the 
program sent 
Kar an email notifying him he had won 
the overall competition. 

In the competition, students from 
grades four through twelve submit-
ted letters addressed to authors whose 
books had significantly impacted the 
students’ lives. 

As the winner of the competition, Kar, 
who wrote to author Jhumpa La-
hiri about her book “The Name-
sake,” had the chance to donate 
$10,000 to a library of choice. He 
chose to give the grant to the 
school library.

“We’re lucky to have such a 
great library, so I’m happy to be 
able to contribute to the funding,” 
Kar said.

The grant money will be used 
to support the study of litera-
ture, both in print and electronic 
resources, according to librarian 
Kevin Heyman.

“[Kar’s letter] reminds me of 
Samuel Johnson’s famous words: 
‘A writer only begins a book, 
a reader finishes it,’” Heyman 
said. “[Kar’s] efforts have proved 
those words to be true, and with 
this generous grant, The Library 
of Congress and Akash remind us 
that the book is still not complete-
ly finished.”

Past LAL winners have been publi-
cized by well-known media companies 
such as the National Public Radio, as 
well as on television shows.

“It’s a huge opportunity,” Kar said. 
“[The school] gets grant money; we get 

a lot of publicity 
because of it.”

Kar spoke at 
a local reception 
in Sunnyvale on 
June 5 and will 
be speaking at 
the Library of 
Congress on a 

date not yet determined.
Kar stated that he never expected his 

letter to get so far in the competition; 
he only submitted the letter after much 
coaxing from his peers and mentors.

“I didn’t expect to do anything with 
[the letter],” he said. “I turned it in as a 
practice write.” u

From June 2-4, both of the drama class-
es showcased the last production of the 
year in the Little Theatre: “Noises Off,” 
a 1982 comedic play written by Michael 
Frayn about the hectic scramble behind 
the scenes of a drama production.

“Noises Off” is about a group of ac-
tors aspiring to produce a suc-
cessful play, “Nothing On,” a co-
medic love farce. 

Along the way, however, the 
actors are faced with missed cues, 
personal problems between cast 
members and many other hectic 
situations. 

The three acts take place dur-
ing the last dress rehearsal, the 
matinee show and behind the 
stage during the final performance, de-
picting the hilarious disorder of a pro-
duction of a play.

“[‘Noises Off’] is really awesome. It’s 
basically a play about a play,” junior 
Penny Burgess said. “My character is the 
assistant stage manager, so she’s run-
ning about back stage trying to help out 
in any way.”

The play highlighted different actors 
in each act. “Noises Off” has no main 
character, but it is instead an ensemble 
effort. This fast-paced play often com-
bines several conflicts together, at times 
with several conflicts simultaneously 
occurring, to exaggerate the turmoil and 
disorder of a real production.

“The second act that is a backstage 
scene is the most fun. Only the people 
on stage are talking and everyone off 
stage is completely silent,” Burgess said. 
“It’s really hectic though. Like you’re [in 

the middle of an argument] 
and then you realize, ‘Oh, 
my cue!’ and you run onto 
the stage.“

This production has two 
casts of 10 actors each. Cast 
members received their 
scripts at the beginning of 
the semester, and they have 

been rehearsing 
since the beginning 
of April. 

The main cast, 
completely com-
prised of seniors, 
will perform three 
shows, and the 
understudy cast, 
comprised of un-
derclassmen, will 

perform the matinee show 
at 2 p.m. on Saturday. 

“We’re excited we 
[could] all work together 
to put this play together 
since it’s our last year,” 
said senior Arianna Paraz-
ino, who plays Dotty in the 
main cast. “It’s [was] great 
because we [had] all the 
people with the most experience trying 
to make the play work.”

Drama teacher Kerry Mohnike, who 
directed the play, chose this play espe-
cially for the seniors.

“First, ‘Noises Off’ is one of my favor-
ite shows of all time, and it’s hysterical,” 
Mohnike said. “And second, which is 
probably the most important reason, it 
absolutely fits the talent that we have in 
the advanced drama class. Right now, we 
have a class of seniors that are all really 

FALCON // JUSTINE HUANG

The cast of “Noises Off” is all smiles as they take a break from a last minute rehearsal in the Little 
Theater on June 1, one day before their first performance.
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The final curtain call: ‘Noises Off’ ends year
Drama department upperclassmen showcase  
play about the hectic scramble behind a show
BY VivianLeTran

strong and have great comedic skills. It’s 
just the perfect show for this group.”

Complete with love triangles, slap-
stick comedy and much drama, “Noises 
Off” was a great last production.

“Everyone seems to love their char-
acters a lot. We’ve worked on it really 
hard by rehearsing in class, which was 
really fun since the play is so visual,” 
Burgess said. “This is a show we’ve all 
heard about and we all love because it’s 
so funny.” u

Young writer nationally recognized
BY DeborahSoung

“We’re lucky to have such 
a great library, so I’m hap-
py to be able to contribute 
to the funding.”

Junior Akash Kar

Paranzino

thecast

Lloyd Dallas: David Mandell

Dotty Otley: Arianna Paranzino/Shayda 
Roohparvar

Garry Lejeune: Jay Lee/Mitchell McGuire

Frederick Fellows: Chaz Main/Michael Gee

Belinda Blair: Mikaela Burton/Pavi Sadras

“Noises Off”
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Teaching to the test detrimental to education
A 7th-grade public school teacher in 

Oakland is preparing her students for 
impending STAR tests by drilling them 
with facts, dates and formulas. She 
gives them endless worksheets repeat-
edly reviewing the same concepts. Her 
schools is ranked one of the lowest in 
the state, and if her students score un-
der the mark, they risk significant bud-
get cuts. 

By contrast, a 7th-grade teacher from 
an affluent public school feels no need 
to specifically prepare his students 
for these tests. His students anticipate 
STAR test days as breaks from the usual 
academic rigor rather than exams worth 
stressing over. 

His style of teaching contrasts greatly 
with that of the poorer school’s teacher: 
rather than using the “drill and kill” 
method, he uses an inquiry-based style 
of teaching that enables his students to 
develop critical thinking skills. He gives 
them labs and experiments with open-
ended results, for example, and guides 
them to desired learning goals without 
explicitly telling them what they are.

In poorer schools, teachers often feel 
pressured to abandon such methods 
due to the weight that state and federal 
governments place on standardized 
testing. This means that the students 
at these schools, those who most need 
to be taught the value of education, are 

for testing is valuable time wasted. 
Through the education system, stu-
dents should be instilled with the val-
ues of lifelong learning and prepared 
for real-world application, not drilled 
with facts and questions that will ap-
pear on AP tests or SATs but never 
again in their lifetimes.  

Because of the progressively 
weighted influence of test scores on 
high-stakes decisions such as college 
admissions and school ratings, teach-
ers and students alike have heavy in-
centive to use every method possible 
to ensure that students will score high-
ly. However, while students are moti-
vated by the promise of high achieve-
ment, teacher incentive stems from 
actual monetary benefit.
Historical examples

The Chicago Public School system 
embraced high-stakes testing in 1996 
by enforcing a policy where a school 
with low scores would be placed on 
probation, facing the possibility of its 
staff being dismissed. By linking stu-
dent test scores to teacher employment, 
high-stakes testing pushes teachers to 
target test specifics in teaching curric-
ulum or even cheat. 

In 2010, fifth-grade teacher Scott 
Mueller from Milford, Ohio was dis-
covered to have helped his students 
cheat on their standardized math 
exam. Peeking at the test before hand. 

and including the questions in a study 
guide for his students the day before. 
Upon exposure, Mueller resigned from 
his position and his teaching license 
was suspended. Similar situations 
show teachers coaching students on 
test specifics or staying after school to 
re-bubble their students’ answer keys 
with the correct answers, tampering 
directly with the forms. 

Teaching to the test also makes it 
nearly impossible to draw valid con-
clusions about a student’s intellectual 
capability based on such standardized 
testing. Perhaps adapting a more inqui-
ry-based form of teaching will result 
in students capable of critical thinking 
that will benefit them throughout their 
lives, or even infuse them with the love 
of learning, rather than the grade- and 
test-obsessed teaching style too com-
mon in public schooling today. u

bigidea

Problem: Underprivileged schools 
often have to resort to rote learning 
in order to meet standardized testing 
benchmarks.

Bottom Line: Though it is important 
to have some performance standards 
for education, teaching to the test 
ultimately quashes intellect. 

Teaching to the Test

TH
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City needs to reConsider Cell tower plaCement 

Imagine Redwood Middle School as 
it is now—a friendly and intellectually 
stimulating environment located in the 
heart of Saratoga, a suburban and espe-
cially safe town.

Now imagine it with a 97-foot cellular 
phone tower just 100 feet away from the 
school’s basketball courts.

Cell phone provider T-Mobile has 
proposed the construction of a wireless 
communication antenna right outside 
of Redwood after being denied permis-
sion to build it closer to  Saint Andrew’s 
School. The pole would provide bet-
ter cellular signal in the neighborhood 
known as “The Golden Triangle,” which 
includes the streets Glen Brae and Beau-
mont. According to T-Mobile, the tower-
ing height is necessary to provide cover-
age over the tree line.

The proposed construction of such a 
tower has justifiably angered many citi-
zens. The presence of a cell tower right 
by a middle school poses many immi-
nent dangers, including several that the 
town has never faced before. 

Wheth-
er cellular 
towers ac-
tually emit 
radiation 
has been 
the center 
of scien-
tific debate since the invention of cell 
phones. With even the slightest of health 
risks, why would city officials consider 
T-Mobile’s proposal, when it could pose 
potential hazards to children? 

In addition, the tower would pose 
further dangers in the case of an earth-
quake. The community center across 

the street from Redwood is the primary 
evacuation site in the event of a disas-
ter at the middle school. However, with 
the enormous structure right nearby, 
the evacuation site wouldn’t be able to 
provide a safe escape in case of an emer-

gency, as the tower could 
potentially fall on or near 
the center. 

Along with its numerous 
dangers, the tower is aes-
thetically not in sync with 
the community’s suburban 
setting. The tower would fit 

in well in an industrial-based city, not a 
town with a plethora of trees, orchards 
and schools.

From a political standpoint, the tow-
er seems to violate the city’s two-story 
maximum  residential building allow-
ance. Just as Saratoga citizens are re-
quired by law to obey this code in order 

to preserve the town’s bucolic nature, 
T-Mobile should respect the town’s law 
and rural essence. While the new tower 
may provide marginally better service, 
it would do so at the price of tarnishing 
the village charm. 

Lastly, AT&T recently announced 
that they would merge with T-Mobile 
by the next year. This will inevitably re-
sult in overlapping coverage, proving 
the “need” for the tower unnecessary. If 
anything, the city should wait until the 
two cellular companies officially merge 
to see if the cell tower is even still cru-
cial.

Essentially, the city council members 
and citizens of Saratoga should evaluate 
and carefully consider the pros and cons 
of the building of the cell tower in their 
town, right by their children’s school. Is 
that extra bar of service really worth all 
of the potential dangers? u

BY IzzyAlbert

Along with its numerous 
dangers the tower is aes-
thetically not in sync with 
the community’s suburban 

setting. 
((

BY JackieGu instead presented with worksheets 
and flashcards as methods of learn-
ing, making school an endless series 
of painful memorization for them. 
The fiscal punishments forced upon 
lower-performing schools only serve 
to undermine the potential these 
schools have for successful teach-
ing.
Problems with the method

 The concept of teaching to the 
test is perhaps one of the most inef-
fective and damaging methods of 
educating students. When teach-
ers tailor educational material to fit 
solely that which will be tested, stu-
dents become restricted to learning 
only the material required in specific 
standards. 

However, the practice of teach-
ing to the test leads teachers to focus 
more on what is probable to appear 
on standardized testing than actual 
course material. They are taught 
how to memorize rather than to tru-
ly understand the material; to store 
information in their heads, but not to 
expand their knowledge of a subject 
with critical thinking.  The value of 
inquiry-based learning is lost in the 
rush to prepare for standardized 
tests; which, in AP courses, lasts 
for the entire duration of the school 
year.

This time spent in preparation 
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In a poll conducted by the Washington 
Post in April 2010, 14 percent of Ameri-
cans believed that President Obama was 
not born in America. Obama’s birthplace 
has been questioned  by many citizens 
and political figures  who  wrongly be-
lieve that he is not an American by birth.  
This was a widely debated question be-
cause only native-born U.S. citizens are 
allowed to serve as president under the  
country’s Constitution. The ridiculous 
“birther” issue persisted until Obama re-
leased the extended version of his birth 
certificate on April 27, which confirmed 
beyond doubt that he was indeed born 
in Hawaii on Aug. 4, 1961.  

Although Obama should have re-
leased his long form certificate much 
earlier to tackle the issue head on, his 

Birthers must stop crying foul over Obama’s birthplace
BY PriyankaNookala

Owners and NFLPA must find a key to end lockout

On April 28, National Football 
League commissioner Roger Goodell 
walked on stage at New York’s Radio 
City Music Hall to announce the first 
pick of the 2011 NFL Draft and was 
greeted with a chorus of boos. A far 
cry from the usual celebratory mood, 
this year’s draft was marred by the 
contentiousness and uncertainty due 
to the lockout which has endangered 
the 2011-2012 NFL season. During the 
lockout, players are not permitted to 
meet with coaches or work out on 
team facilities, and player transac-
tions are also barred.

The Lockout
The lockout crisis stems from a col-

lective bargaining agreement (CBA) 
between the NFL owners and the 
NFL players’ association that ended 
after the most recent Super Bowl. 
Among other issues, the main reason 
for the lockout is the debate over the 
shares of NFL money that the players 
receive. Following a series of tense 
negotiations, the two sides revealed 
that their proposals for a new CBA 
had irreconcilable differences. 

The disagreements over the new 
CBA are understandable, as the NFL 
is a $9 billion industry, but the labor 

BY WillEdman

The iPhone provides a multitude of 
services to millions of tech-savvy con-
sumers, who demand perfection from 
their devices. Recent findings, however, 
have unveiled a particular feature of the 
phone’s software that has its users up in 
arms.

Experts have uncovered a hidden log 
on the iPhone containing a history of the 
locations where the device has gone. This 
folder has raised suspicions that Apple 
has been tracking the location of its us-
ers. Some have argued that this tracking 
is a violation of their privacy and that 
Apple has no right to implement such a 
program on their phones.

Critics have the right to be suspicious, 
but this tracking serves purely as a tool 
to bring new features into the phone’s 
applications. The iPhone with its track-
ing systems is able to perform useful 
tasks and this application along with the 
storing of information brings positive 
improvements and should be acceptable 
for use by the company.

One particularly useful application 

that the tracking system uses is “Google 
Maps.” This app allows for users to nav-
igate from one place to another by be-
ing guided along the way using the GPS 
location of the iPhone. With the track-
ing device, the iPhone is also be able to 
provide real-time traffic reports and up-
dates.

Another handy application, “Find my 
iPhone,” uses the tracking device of the 
phone to find the location of an iPhone. 
When lost, the device will track and dis-
play the location of the phone and will 
make locating misplaced or stolen iP-
hones easy.

Also, location-based advertising can 
also be useful to consumers. With the 
locating devices, users can learn about 
local restaurants and businesses.

These applications show the ad-
vantages that tracking functions bring. 
However, some customers seem skepti-
cal and Apple has sought to combat criti-
cism by updating the iPhone’s software.

Apple has released a new iPhone soft-
ware update 4.3.3 that empties the caches 
that hold memory of location after a few 
days. Apple also reassured its customers 

that Apple has been tracking the phones 
only through Wi-Fi hot spots and cell 
phone towers and any data gathered is 
sent anonymously back to Apple. Also, 
for many applications that utilize loca-
tion, the iPhone gives the user the option 
to give their current location or not. 

Users of the iPhone and other smart-

dispute has done much to alienate fans, 
a consequence that could cost the NFL 
large amounts of money.

The Influence of the Media
The media has largely portrayed the 

NFL player’s association (NFLPA) as the 
victims in this dispute, with the players 
suffering without wages through the 
work stoppage as the greedy owners 
thirst for more profit despite their afflu-
ence. However, such a one-sided view 
should be cautioned against as both 
sides have legitimate qualms. 

For example, in negotiating the new 
CBA, among other provisions, the own-
ers advocated an extension of the regu-
lar season to two games along with a 
rookie wage scale to control the salaries 
of draft picks. The wage scale would set 
a maximum salary that teams could pay 
to each draft pick, an effective solution 
to the skyrocketing salaries of top draft 
picks in recent years.

The extension to the regular season 
has been protested extensively by the 
players, and for good reason, given the 
prominence of concussions in the NFL. 
The addition of two games to the sea-
son would be hypocritical, consider-
ing Goodell’s recent push to decrease 
the numbers of dangerous hits during 
games. 

However, fans should be cautioned 

before throwing too much support be-
hind the players in the labor struggle 
because much of the NFL’s popularity 
is due to the CBA provisions that favor 
owners, such as the salary cap and the 
franchise tag, which are two tools used 
to control player salaries and to limit 
player free agency.

If the players were to have their way, 
a new CBA would lack the salary cap 
and franchise tag. However, these tools 
of free agency should not be removed, as 
they are part of the reason the NFL is so 
successful.

Restrictions that should be retained
The salary cap establishes a maximum 

for a team’s player salaries, preventing 
the teams with the richest owners from 
signing all the best players. Because of 
the salary cap, no team can dominate the 
league by spending inordinate amounts 
of money, (as, for example, the New York 
Yankees do in baseball). 

Because no teams are completely 
dominant, the NFL attracts fans who 
believe that their favorite teams could 
experience success any given year. The 
franchise tag allows teams to retain 
one star player each, even if his sal-
ary causes the team to exceed the salary 
cap. Because of the franchise tag, teams 
can keep their star players through free 
agency, and players cannot flock to de-

iPhone tracking should be allowed

phones have a right to be suspicious of 
the iPhone location tracker. However, 
Apple has assured its customers and the 
United States government that locations 
will remain anonymous to the company 
and iPhone users can rest assured know-
ing that Apple has taken steps to ensure 
their privacy. u

BY ElijahYi

sirable teams, as LeBron James and 
Carmelo Anthony did in the NBA.

A Solution
Because the owners and players 

both have negative and positive plans 
for the NFL, the only good solution to 
the lockout is for both sides to cooper-
ate in creating a new mutually agree-
able CBA. Although negotiations 
have made little progress so far, both 
sides must realize the potential profit 
loss that could result from a lockout-
shortened season. 

Ideally, a new CBA would call for 
the normal 16-game season with the 
preseason shortened to benefit player 
safety. Additionally, a rookie wage 
scale should be instituted, but the cur-
rent free agent system should not be 
changed. In this situation, both sides 
would receive some of their desired 
aspects, while player safety and NFL 
popularity would not be affected.

Although Goodell’s reception at 
the draft was shocking to him, a more 
encouraging moment occurred when 
second overall pick Von Miller, who 
is a plaintiff in the players’ lawsuit 
against the NFL, gave Goodell a sus-
tained embrace, possibly foreshad-
owing a more conciliatory attitude 
in the future between the NFL and 
NFLPA.u

decision to release the certificate now 
has successfully dispelled rumors and 
allowed the president to focus his at-
tention on important national issues, of 
which there is never a shortage of, rather 
than having to deal with these birthers. 

 Attention seek-
ing rabble-rousers 
like Donald Trump 
and Glenn Beck, 
who stirred up this 
controversy, failed 
to understand that 
they were divert-
ing attention from  
far more crucial and pressing issues.  

Newsmongers jumped at the chance 
to sensationalize the issue and oppo-
nents of Obama, like Sarah Palin, used 
these charges to draw votes away from 
the president. The use of such base per-

sonal attacks by politicians is detrimen-
tal to our nation.

Debate over the trivial and illegiti-
mate concern of Obama’s birthplace has 
detracted from real problems like the 
budget deficit, health care, unemploy-

ment and the wars 
in Afghanistan and 
Iraq. Politicians 
and other citizens 
had an opportunity 
to raise and resolve 
the “birther” issue 
during the presi-
dential primaries.  

 The fact that Obama is in office proves 
that he met the basic criteria for being 
president which undoubtedly includes 
the Constitutional requirement of being 
born in the United States of America. All 
evidence indicates without doubt that 

the President is indeed a US citizen. The 
continuing conspiracy theories surround 
his birth accomplish nothing besides dis-
tracting America.

 If Republicans, Teapartiers or any oth-
ers want to question Obama’s validity or 
run against him in 2012, the “birther” 
issue will only hurt their cause because 
it proves that they waste time on trivial 
matters, cannot listen to logic and have 
forgotten that the meaning of politics is 
to serve the nation. 

With the GOP already fragmented 
and lacking a forerunner, the birther is-
sue will only further hurt their electoral 
chances. Such easily distracted people 
will drag our country into deeper  trou-
ble and give people the impression that 
politics is about finding ways to discred-
it opponents at the expense of leaving 
glaring national problems unsolved. u 

The fact that Obama is 
in office proves that he 
met the basic criteria 
for being president. ((

 CULLAN MCCHESNEY

candidcaricatures
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However, those with an affinity for 
the humanities but have difficulty in 
math and science classes often cannot 
enroll in courses offering a GPA boost 

until reaching junior year AP United 
States History or at least the third or 
fourth year of high school language 
study.  

With such restrictions, there is 
an obvious advantage for a science 
minded student when it comes to 
the calculation of weighted GPAs 
because of the larger number of 
classes that students may be concur-

rently enrolled in that 
give students an ex-
tra grade point.

World History Honors, Eco-
nomics Honors, AP US Government, 
Honors English 9 and 10 and AP Europe-
an History are all courses offered at Los 
Gatos High School, but are currently ab-

sent from the Saratoga High curriculum. 
While a limit on the number of AP and 
honors classes one can take per year may 
be necessary for students to maintain re-
alistic schedules, all disciplines of study 
should offer equal numbers and levels of 
classes than currently available.  

All students who show promise in 
certain academic areas and wish to chal-
lenge themselves should be encouraged 
to, not limited to opportunities outside 
of school. 

Students cannot successfully prepare 
to determine a college major without 
first exploring advanced level work in 
several fields, yet many allow humani-
ties courses to fall by the wayside due 
to pressure from AP science and math 
classes.

Though the budget situation does not 
allow it now, implementation of more 
AP and honors courses in the humani-
ties would allow students to gain a more 
well-rounded perspective and a broader 
view of the possible study options in-
stead of being limited to math and sci-
ence.  For this reason, more focus must 
be placed on the eventual expansion of 
the humanities offerings when the bud-
get improves. u

AP Bio, AP Chem, AP Calculus and 
AP Physics make up just a sampling of 
the advanced-level classes the school of-
fers in math and science. Of the 32 hon-
ors and AP classes, 11 are math and sci-
ence related while those in other subjects 
are often restricted.

 Students interested in math and sci-
ence remain satisfied with their current 
stock of options, while those inclined 
toward the humanities struggle to find 
a place to shine. Instead of limiting the 
advanced levels of study to certain disci-
plines, the school should strive to intro-
duce a wider variety of honors and AP 
humanities classes.

Though the number of humanities 
classes seems substantial upon first con-
sideration, one must realize that five AP 
and five honors courses belong to the 
World Language department, and few 
students have room in their schedules 
to become advanced in more than one 
language.  Also, no student may enroll 
in more than one of the two AP English 
courses offered (AP English Literature 
and AP English Language), and it must 
be during his or her senior year. 

With a small number of advanced 
h u m a n i t i e s 
courses actual-
ly available to 
students, those 
who do not be-
lieve that sci-
ence and math 
are their best 
subjects find it 
difficult to ex-
cel.  

H i g h -
achieving stu-
dents in math 
and science may receive a weighted 5.0 
in several classes per year, beginning 
with Algebra II Honors and AP Com-
puter Science in their freshman year. 

More AP humanities needed

Online journalism is often accused 
of allowing aimless articles, inaccura-
cies and sloppy reporting. Mark Cuban, 
the owner of the Dallas Mavericks, is 
one of the foremost critics of the rising 
online journalism industry. He believes 
that the majority of online journalists are 
negligent about upholding the values of 
journalism and are not as committed to 
“real” reporting as traditional print jour-
nalists are.

In a blog post on April 4, Cuban 
wrote, “I’m a firm believer that [Internet 
reporters’] interests are not aligned with 
sport teams like the Mavs, but in fact 
are diametrically opposed. They tend to 
look at the number of page views they 
get of any article as their ‘ratings.’”

Cuban gives examples of traffic-gen-
erating questions he hears from online 
writers. “‘Are you upset about your di-
vorce?’ or ‘Who is better: Kobe or Babe 
Ruth?’” He believes these types of shod-

dy questions “make a recipient look at 
the person asking and either roll their 
eyes or wonder why the person is even 
there.” 

But such qualms are unfounded; on-
line journalists should be considered le-
gitimate reporters because of the speed 
and magnitude with which they can 
spread essential content to the public.

In a world where the media options 
are so diverse, it is difficult for a reporter 
to compete with a plethora of other sto-
ries and their often freelance writers. 

Cuban’s views are only factual to-
ward the few online reporters who feel 
the need to dig up insignificant facts and 
rumors that pique the public’s various  
interests. 

Although journalism is about taking 
a subject and looking and discovering 
the person or topic from a different an-
gle, this commonly used tactic of public 
provocation shames the name of journal-
ism. It is unfair for Cuban to stereotype 
against an entire profession because of 

the actions of a very few. 
Despite the lack of depth in some ar-

ticles floating in the web, readers still 
encounter a wide variety of legitimate 
stories. 

There are still genuine online report-
ers who stick to the code of journalistic 
ethics, especially the ones who report to 
the international audience. 

With the power of the Internet, writ-
ers can spread information about global 
events like the Japanese tsunami to read-
ers incredibly quickly. The amount of 
time it would take for such vital  news to 
be delivered onto print paper is incom-
parable to the amount of time it takes for 
online journalists to report the informa-
tion.

Cuban’s criticism of online journal-
ism stems from his comparison between 
print and online journalism. He praises 
the newspaper for its detailed accuracy 
and depth of reporting. However, his 
generalization should not be assumed 
correct because not every newspaper 

reporter maintains integrity like Cuban 
expects. 

Falsifications can be committed any-
where, including in traditional jour-
nalism. A Pulitzer Prize-winning story 
about the life of an 8-year-old heroin ad-
dict, “Jimmy’s World,” by Janet Cooke, 
was found to be completely fabricated. 
Scandals, defamation, slander and 
fraudulent stories are not unique to the 
online journalism realm. 

Although online media is perceived  
by many such as Cuban as another media 
to access tabloid journalism, it enables 
the quick relay of crucial information, 
which Cuban disregards in his criticism. 
As long as online journalists continue to 
produce a balance of crucial and trivial 
journalism, then online media is still an 
indispensable source of information to 
the world. u

To see Cuban’s blog entry, visit http://
blogmaverik.com/2011/04/04/whats-the-
role-of-media-for-sports-teams/ 

BY KellyLiu

Mavs owner too harsh on online journalism
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How do you feel 
about online 
journalism? 

It’s faster but not 
necessarily more 
reliable.

sophomore Victor Wang

Not all online 
journalism is good, 
so I try to make 
sure it’s a reliable 
source.

sophomore Laura Hannibal

It’s a better way to 
become aware of 
what’s going on 
in the world, but 
it’s sad that print 
newspapers are 
declining.
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As junior Megan Yen read about Gary 
Locke, the first Chinese American to be 
elected governor in the United States, 
and Bobby Jindal, the first Indian Ameri-
can governor in U.S. history, she realized 
that she would like to join their ranks 
or work for them. Through a program 
called Vision New America, she realized 
that she can begin to carve her political 
career.

Vision New America is a program 
that promotes civic participation of un-
derrepresented groups, such as Asian 
Americans, in the American government. 
It takes place every summer, with train-
ing starting early April, and internship 
at a government official’s office starting 
in early June and ending late August.

Yen decided to join this program be-
cause she wanted to get involved with 
the community over the summer.

“Since I knew that I wasn’t interested 
in math or science, I thought 
that this would be a good 

program to take,” Yen said. “I hope that 
I will be able to increase my leadership 
skills, see what it’s like to work in an 
elected official office, and experience 
what civic engagement really is. I’d like 
to learn more about politics and policies 
that I care about.”

Currently, Yen is in training, learning 
about the history of Asian Americans 
and how to act in a professional environ-
ment such as a government office.

Through this program, Yen will be 
placed into a local, state or federal gov-
ernment office, probably San Jose City 
Council member Pete Constance’s of-
fice.

“[Constance] is in charge of West San 
Jose, which is pretty cool because I used 
to live there,” Yen said. “I’m really look-
ing forward to getting involved some-
where that means something to me.”

As an intern, Yen will be doing a vari-
ety of jobs from filing papers to answer-
ing phone calls from constituents. As a 

member of VNA, Yen will be 
required to do one large 

community service project 
with other interns and reg-
ister at least 15 new voters. 

Last summer, sophomore 
Maggy Liu was also part of 
the VNA program.

“I really enjoyed meeting 
all the other interns and all the 
people that VNA brought in, 
such as different government of-
ficials,” Liu said.

Liu interned at California State 
Assembly member Jim Beall’s office 
and plans to return again this summer. 
Beall represents the 24th Assembly Dis-
trict, which includes some parts of Santa 
Clara, Saratoga and Los Gatos.

“I had a pretty positive experience 
and I really liked it,” Liu said. “It’s not 
like learning about government in a 
classroom. You’re really there and you 
feel like you’re a part of history.”

As an intern at a government offi-
cial’s office, Liu was required to act pro-
fessionally. 

“Because you’re representing the 
government, you have to be on top of 
things all the time and watch what you 
say,” said Liu. “You have to dress pro-
fessionally all the time and be very pa-
tient.”

Liu’s professional attitude and matu-
rity surprised her peers and supervisors 
and allowed her to become well respect-
ed within the office.

“I was really happy that I was taken 
seriously because I feel like I have never 
been taken seriously before,” Liu said. 
“Although I was a freshman when I did 
this program, I felt that they still treated 
me as equally as the college students.”

Junior Carolynn Choi, who interned 
at the South Bay Labor Council in the 
elections department this past summer, 
added that the transition to such a pro-
fessional environment can be difficult, 
as typical high school students have not 

been ex-
posed to 
that type of 
setting before.

“At first it was kind of 
hard, but I got used to it by the end 
of the summer,” Choi said. “It’s com-
pletely different from a high school en-
vironment and it’s not like working at a 
restaurant or at other jobs.”

Although the first day as an intern 
can be intimidating, Liu advises that all 
students need to do is to calm down and 
not panic.

“Remember that people that work in 
the government are humans too. They 
aren’t robots,” said Liu. “It’s OK to just 
relax and be yourself.”

While at first students faced some dif-
ficulty adjusting to the new environment, 
the experiences they had while interning 
at government offices truly piqued their 
interest in the subject and inspired them 
to get more involved in the field.

“The amount of dedication the people 
in the office have really surprised me,” 
Choi said. “They work such long hours, 
but they always have a smile on their 
faces. I hope that one day I can be like 
them.” u

BY JenniferJin

Students start early and seek 
internships in the government 

Helping the poor in other countries
In a stuffy classroom near Chiang Rai 

in northern Thailand, students ranging 
from 5 to 15 years old blurted out various 
animals as guesses to a round of animal 
charades between waves of laughter. The 
boy at the front of the room, who was 
acting out an elephant, brought his arm 
up to his face to mimic the elephant’s 
trunk. “Ostrich. Giraffe. ELEPHANT!” 
the other students shouted.

The teachers, juniors Kellie Chiou and 
Connie Wang and students from other 
high schools, 
went to Thailand 
through the 
Wisdom Culture 
and Education 
O r g a n i z a t i o n 
(WCEO) on a 
mission to teach 
the kids English 
through games, 
songs, arts and crafts and other activities 
last summer for ten days.

“We taught them songs about animals 
and played a lot of charades. The kids 
really liked ants, giraffes and buffalo,” 
Chiou said. “We also taught them about 
random topics, such as hygiene.”

Besides teaching English, Wang 
and Chiou bonded with the students, 
explored the area and helped with chores 
for the community.

“While the kids went to school, we 
went fishing with our bare hands in a 
pond, baked cakes from a banana-like 
fruit and helped harvest the crops on 
their farm,” Wang said. “Sometimes we 
would go into town and explore too.”

The children stay at the youth area, 

called Samuel’s Home, while their parents 
recover at the Drug Rehabilitation Center 
up the street. Although some of the kids 
leave the after their parents recover, 
many stay there because their parents 
cannot afford to take care of them.

The kids were energetic and 
enthusiastic, according to Wang. The 
volunteers did not have any access to 
technology, so instead of spending their 
free time on the computer or watching 
television, they helped with housework 
or learned instruments, such as guitar.

“A lot of [volunteers] learned to play 
guitar during 
our time in 
T h a i l a n d , ” 
Wang said. “It 
was interesting 
to see people 
live without 
t e c h n o l o g y. 
We spent 10 
days without 

Facebook, computers or cell phones, but 
we [were never] bored.”

 
Fighting heart disease in China

Junior Jennifer Yang also regularly 
travels abroad to volunteer over the 
summer. She began volunteering two 
summers ago in one of China’s poorest 
provinces, Gansu, with an organization 
called Angel Heart and has continued 
working with the organization in the 
subsequent years.

The volunteers of Angel Heart help 
children with congenital heart disease.

“We visit the kids in their homes in the 
countryside and help give them check-
ups,” Yang said. “When they get to the 
hospital, we keep them company as they 

go through the [intensive care unit] and 
we interact with the children because 
they’re all really young.”

In addition to dealing with children, 
Yang also supports and encourages the 
parents to help them get through the 
difficult time.

“I really enjoyed getting to know 
the parents and the kids and learning 
their story,” Yang said. “You listen to 
their story and tell them your own. 
It’s a mutual learning experience.” 
 
Time spent abroad unforgettable 

Volunteering in a different country is 
an extraordinary experience, said Yang. 
Not only do volunteers learn to appreciate 
what they have at home, they feel a sense 

of accomplishment and achievement as 
they are able to directly seeing the results 
that their help yields. 

“It’s really fulfilling because you’re 
not just throwing money at them and 
leaving, you’re getting involved in the 
process,” Yang said. “It was definitely 
eye opening for me. It changed a lot of 
things I do and changed the way I see the 
world.”

The citizens the volunteers encounter 
abroad can make a great impression on 
their lives and the memories they create 
can last a lifetime, according to Wang.

“The trip was amazing,” Wang said. 
“Even though we were the ones teaching 
English, I felt that they taught us just as 
much as we taught them.” u

BY VivianLeTran

“Even though we were the 
ones teaching English, I felt 
that they taught us just as 
much as we taught them.”

Junior Connie Wang

((
Junior Kellie Chiou
Traveled to Chiang Rai, Thai-
land, last summer to teach 
local children basic English 
through games, songs, arts and 
crafts and other activities

Chiang Rai, Thailand

Gansu, China
Junior Jennifer Yang
Volunteered abroad in China 
with Angel Heart, an organiza-
tion that reaches out to children 
with congenital heart disease 
and their parents

MICHELLE SHU

ALEX JU
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Young scientists research at labs 
A six-hour operation at Stanford 

University takes place to remove a cancer 
patient’s thyroid gland. Junior Nicole 
Shadman stands in the hospital room 
clad in a scrubs uniform. She observes 
the scene with bated breath. She knows 
that a thyroid is normally about the size 
of a baseball, but as the surgeon scrapes 
out the cancerous tissue, the segment 
appears as large as an eggplant.

Part way through the process, the 
surgeon unintentionally cuts into the 
jugular vein, the primary vein in the neck. 
Mayhem breaks loose as blood splatters 
everywhere, a grotesque version of a 
medical drama.

The situation was rare, but as an intern 
last summer, Shadman had the once-in-

a-lifetime opportunity to watch such 
a surgery.

Her internship 
with Stanford’s 

otolaryngology department—the ear, 
nose and throat division—in Lucile-
Packard Children’s Hospital were 
unique. Shadman’s adventures started 
off with an application to Career 
Explorations, a program that helps 
students find internships.

“I was really lucky because the head 
of Career Explorations knows people at 
Stanford,” Shadman said. “Otherwise 
I probably wouldn’t have gotten the 
internship.”

She faced a rigorous work schedule 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday to Friday, 
for six weeks. Her days consisted of 
following different pediatricians and 
observing them diagnose patients in 
clinics. She also oversaw surgeries and 
spent a few days in the lab, where she 
studied the inner ear.

“I didn’t really have a job,” Shadman 
said. “It was more of an observing thing 
for if I wanted to go into pediatrics [or 
just] become a doctor. I think I do now. It 
definitely opened my eyes.”

Outside the Stanford realm
Many students spend summers at 

Stanford labs and clinics, but science 
internships are not limited to this one 

university. Senior Daryl Chang spent 
his last summer with the Garcia 

Material Research Science and 
Engineering Center (Garcia 

MRSEC) at Stony Brook 
University in New York. He 

researched the proficiency of 

specific scaffolds for the growth 
and development of stem cells into 

bone cells. Such research can aid 
bone fractures in the future.

“It was a fun experience, and I 
learned a lot about how stem cells grow 
and differentiate, in addition to finding 
out how science research works at 
universities,” Chang said.

Chang used his research to create 
and submit a project for the Siemens 
Competition in Math, Science and 

Technology. He and his partner 
worked into the summer and 
through the end of September. 
They qualified for the New 
York regional finals.

As a common feeder 
program into Siemens, Garcia 
MRSEC can be a useful tool 
to acquire lab experience and 
materials for science projects.

“I would recommend it to 
anyone who has a passion for 
science and research,” Chang 
said.

Twice the fun
Students who are searching 

for a middle ground between 
the Stanford and non-Stanford 
realms of internships—and 
are savvy enough—may find 
that two different  internships 
suffice. Sophomore Parth 
Shah plans to pull off the feat 
as he takes on two science 

internships this summer.
In one internship at San 

Jose State University, he will 
assist a professor who teaches 
mechatronics, a subject 
that combines materials, 
mechanical, industrial, 
c o m p u t e r , 
chemical and 
e l e c t r o n i c 
e n g i n e e r i n g . 
Some tasks will 
include testing in 
labs and cleaning 
up aspects left 
behind from 
the previous 
school year. If 
time permits, 
Shah may also 
create new hardware for the 
professor’s course.

Shah’s second internship will 
take place at Stanford’s neurology 
department. Here, he will help a doctor 
who treats spinal metastases. Duties will 
include gathering and processing the 
doctor’s data so that the latter can send 
it to coworkers.

Shah’s summer will consist of 
alternating between the two different 
internships.

He was able to acquire a flexible 
schedule by directly emailing professors 
for summer opportunities.

“These two opportunities seemed to 
interest me the most, so when it came 

time to choose, I decided to pursue both 
of them,” Shah explained.

The omnipresence of internships
Sophomore Angela Kempf-Luu 

applied for her first summer internship 
this year. She submitted the application 
to Johnson and Johnson’s youth 
education and career exposure program, 
Bridge to Employment. The program 
offers various six-week paid internships 
where students can try different jobs.

Kempf-Luu submitted her top choice 
of internship for research at Stanford. She 
chose the internship to gain familiarity 
with earning money while working in 
medicine.

“I wanted to get first-hand experience 
in the medical field so I could have some 
inspiration,” Kempf-Luu said. “When 
I get to medical school, if I’m like, 
‘this is really hard,’ I can think back to 
my internship and think about what 
experiences I had from it.”

But this will not be Kempf-Luu’s 
first time working with Stanford. 
Last summer, she took on a similar 
application process to volunteer at the 
university. Volunteering jobs include 
delivering products, working at the gift 
shop, transferring patients around the 
hospital and more.

Kempf-Luu has been fortunate enough 
to have such a volunteering opportunity 
at a Stanford clinic, where she fills out 
paperwork. She has been volunteering 
at the clinic since last summer. She 

fills out patients’ 
medical record numbers and organizes 
their files. This volunteering has given 
her invaluable experience as she awaits 
her summer internship.

Kempf-Luu emphasizes that students 
must have the correct frame of mind 
when searching for internships.

“People should be applying because 
they want to learn something new,” she 
said. “If you want to intern at a specific 
site, then frequently check to see if the 
site has opened up a new internship. 
You should know what you want, but be 
open-minded to new ideas.”

Tricks of the trade
Why do so many students chase after 

science internships? Guidance counselor 
Christy Cali attributes it to the idea of 
receiving “first-hand knowledge.”

“It’s getting away from the lecture, 
reading and test kinds of format to 
actually seeing day-to-day work and 
how you view science and apply it,” Cali 
said.

Cali finds many students and parents 
asking her about internships. She 
suggests that students visit the College 
and Career Center or ask their science 
teachers for internship openings they 
know of.

She agrees that such internships add 
color to college applications.

“It’s showing that you really have an 
interest in a particular area and a passion 
for it,” Cali said. “Anytime that you do a 
job that shows responsibility, that you’re 
dependable, that you can work with 
adults. Those are things that will help 
you get into college.”

As summer creeps closer, science 
internships swim in the minds of many 
students, and while it may often seem 
difficult to obtain one, the actual process 
can be quite simple.

“A lot of people think that you can’t 
get an internship,” Shadman said, “but 
honestly, if you just go on [a university’s] 
website and email 15 professors, one of 
them is bound to get back to you and 
let you shadow [him or her]. I definitely 
recommend internships to people who 
are looking into a specific job. It’s a really 
good experience.” u 

BY SamikaKumar

40-45 The average number of 
students that are accepted into 
Stanford Institute of Medicine 
Research program (SIMR)

18 The percent of applicants 
who are accepted into the Na-
tional Institute of Health summer 
internship located in Bethesda, 
Maryland

4,000 The amount interns at 
the City of Hope Eugene and 
Ruth Roberts Student Academy  
are paid

54 The number of research op-
portunities listed by the Roches-
ter Institute of technology

Sarah Hull and Parul Singh

science internships

Palo Alto, CA
Junior Nicole Shadman
Interned with Stanford University’s 
otolaryngology department, which 
specializes in the ear, nose and 
throat, and observed various pedia-
tricians and surgeons

Stony Brook, NY
Senior Daryl Chang
Worked at the Garcia Material 
Research Science and Engineering 
Center (Garcia MRSEC) and re-
searched the use of scaffolds in  the 
growth of stem cells into bone cells
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Saratoga, CA
Junior Darisha Jhutty
Worked at Ms. Mariannes’s 
Preschool for 2 summers 
where she led activities and 
supervised the children during 
outdoor activities

Junior Sachi Dholakia
Assisted the elderly at the 
Saratoga Adult Care Center 
leading bingo games and pre-
paring snacks for the senior 
citizens

onlineextra
For the full story on local volunteering, visit: 
www.saratogafalcon.org
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Don’t have a car?
Got a car?

Off   on    an 

Falafel Drive-in
Price: $$  
Location: 2301 Stevens Creek 
Blvd., San Jose
Category: Restaurant

At Falafel’s Drive-in, you can pur-
chase much more than falafels (pat-
ties made from ground chickpeas 
and/or fava beans). Along with more 
unique dishes like Koubby (a Mid-
dle-Eastern meatball) the store offers 
classics like hamburgers, fries and 
onion rings. A 15 to 20 minute drive 
from Saratoga High, the restaurant is 
a worthwhile stop if you enjoy di-
verse dishes, especially falafels.

Laser Quest
Price: $$$
Location: 1400 North Shore-
line Blvd. # C3, Mountain 
View
Category: Recreation

At Laser Quest, you choose a 
code name for yourself, grab 
your equipment and prepare 
for the oncoming game. It is 
an easygoing competition, and 
you get to shoot at each other 
with lasers. 

KTV Music Tunnel & Cafe 
Location: On De Anza Blvd. in 
Cupertino across the street from
Baskin Robbins
Price : $$$
Category: Recreation

At this venue, you can choose a room, 
from which you can order food and sing 
with your friends. The venue offers many 
mainstream songs to sing along to, as 
well as some lesser known music. It is a 
nice place to just hang out and eat at, and 
is enjoyable for people of all ages.

Petroglyph
Price: $$$$
Location: downtown Los Gatos  
next to Fleur to Cocoa and the 
Los Gatos Cinemas
Category: Recreation

In this “ceramic lounge,” you can 
choose a piece of white bisque 
pottery that you wish to paint and 
decorate. You pay for a one day 
pass for all supplies and support, 
as well as for each individual piece 
of pottery. Despite the stereotypi-
cal “little kid” image it holds, the 
venue is enjoyable for all ages.

Head to the Beach
Price: 0
Category: Outdoors

Bring out your inner California 
spirit and drive over to the golden 
coast!  Grab some sunglasses, a 
group of friends, and lots of sun-
screen before relaxing on the warm 
sand or venturing into the salty 
waters. Nice beaches in the area 
include Pebble Beach, Bonny Doon 
Beach and Capitola Beach.

Bored? Short on inspiration? It’s the perfect time...for a summer adventure! 
(Prices out of $$$$)

June 9, 2011

LifestyLes
June 9, 2011
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Don’t have a car?
Got a car?

Off   on    an 

Fleur de Coco
Price: $$$
Location: downtown 
Los Gatos next to the Los 
Gatos Cinemas
Category: Café

In this pastry shop, you can 
choose among the delicious 
delicacies including sandwiches 
and drinks in addition to the 
expected sweets. The cafe has 
a relaxing atmosphere, making 
visiting this venue even more 
appealing. 

Saratoga Farmer’s Market
Price: $
Location: West Valley College Parking 
Lot
Category: Market

Saratoga’s farmers’ market is open from 
8:30 a.m. to noon. each Saturday morn-
ing at West Valley College. Customers 
can buy anything from your general fresh 
fruits and vegetables to honey, flowers 
and shaved ice here. Also available are 
a variety of international foods, such as 
crêpes, curries and tamales. 

Anywhere
Price: $

Riding the bus is a fun way to 
get from place to place and al-
lows you to see the city in a new 
light. A day pass costs only $6 
per adult and $5 per youth, or 
each ride is $2 per adult and 
$1.75 per youth. From Saratoga 
you can take the bus to many 
popular sites such as Cupertino 
Square, Santana Row, the Stan-
ford shopping center and Gilroy 
Outlets.

Villa Montalvo
Price: 0
Location: Saratoga Hills
Category: Outdoors/Art

At Villa Montalvo, famous for 
its stunning views and arts cen-
ter, visitors can enjoy miles of 
hiking trails, gardens and exhi-
bitions. Both the drive up and 
the trails have plenty of shade 
and fresh air. Parking and ad-
mission for most exhibitions are 
free. 

Petroglyph
Price: $$$$
Location: downtown Los Gatos  
next to Fleur to Cocoa and the 
Los Gatos Cinemas
Category: Recreation

In this “ceramic lounge,” you can 
choose a piece of white bisque 
pottery that you wish to paint and 
decorate. You pay for a one day 
pass for all supplies and support, 
as well as for each individual piece 
of pottery. Despite the stereotypi-
cal “little kid” image it holds, the 
venue is enjoyable for all ages.

Graphics by Alex Ju

Stories contributed by Evaline Ju and Michelle Shu

Bored? Short on inspiration? It’s the perfect time...for a summer adventure! 
(Prices out of $$$$)

June 9, 2011June 9, 2011
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Sophomore Jonathan Boldt’s room, 
cluttered with a variety of gadgets, is a 
perfect example of technology’s role in 
today’s society. An iPhone lies on his 
desk, an iPod is plugged into a speaker 
system in the corner and a Macbook Pro 
charges by his bed.

Just like Boldt’s room, technology has 
pervaded the modern world.

The 2010-11 school year can be seen as 
a great period of technological advance-
ments. Apple led the charge with the un-
veiling of its iPad 2 and opening up the 
iPhone 4 to Verizon. Other notable tech-
nology pushed this year include 3-D TVs 
and 4G networks.

iP-

iPhone Sensation
The iPhone 4 was originally released 

in June 2010 and became available to 
Verizon users in early February. A white 
model recently hit the market on April 
28, 2011.

“This is the greatest piece of technol-
ogy I own,” Boldt said. Boldt received 
his iPhone 4 last December.

With the capabilities of a mini com-
puter in a more convenient size, the 
iPhone has revolutionized the mobile 
industry. It makes advancements every-
day with its dynamic AppStore, allow-
ing companies to distribute useful pro-
grams to iPhone owners.

Sophomore Tyler Bakke enjoys the 
iPhone’s ease of use. “It’s really user- 
friendly,” Bakke said. “Even though I 

don’t have one myself, I know 

how to use it from playing around with 
other people’s.”

The iPhone 4 has brought about more 
innovation in video, with the addition of 
Facetime and higher resolution screens.

Facetime allows users to communi-
cate while seeing their contact via the 
front-facing camera. “Facetime was a 
fun addition,” Boldt said. “It feels more 
personal than just listening to them or 
looking at words on the screen.”

Tablet Success
New features that set the iPad 2 apart 

from its predecessor include a slimmer 
design and some of the best features of 
the iPhone. The front and back camera 
setup from the iPhone 4 was added to 
the iPad 2 to allow it to make use of fea-
tures such as Facetime.

Senior Chris Chung was skep-
tical when the iPad was first re-
leased, seeing it as “impractical 
due to its size.” However, Chung 
has discovered the iPad’s size al-
lows it to excel in areas an iPhone 
may have lacked in. 

“It’s actually pretty conve-
nient,” Chung said, “especially if 
you want to  take notes with it in 
class.”

New Dimensions
Another field being given another 

look is 3-D technology. Many compa-
nies, such as Toshiba, Panasonic and 
even Nintendo, are exploring the capa-
bilities of this technology. Nintendo re-
leased the 3-DS, a 3-D portable gaming 
platform, in March.

“3-D TVs are pretty interesting,” Boldt 
said. ”I’m only concerned whether it will 
be fully utilized if not all shows are 3-D 
compatible.”

Others are not convinced going for-
ward is always better, especially into the 
field of 3-D television. “I think they are 
a little too much,” Chung said. “Some-
times I just want to watch my TV shows 
and sports without everything popping 
out at me.”

4G Arrives
Verizon wireless launched its 4G net-

work in December; however, this was 
limited to laptop use. The first 4G phone 
to be released was the HTC Thunderbolt 
in March. The 4G network is roughly 
tem times faster than its 3G predeces-
sor. Although it is currently much fast-
er to watch videos on a computer than 
on a phone, in the future, a phone may 
become more convenient even when a 

computer is available.
“It’s pretty amazing what they 

have been able to do with gad-
gets,” Chung said. “It will be in-
teresting to see how much faster 
it can actually get.”

With the speed and power in-
creases that will accompany 4G 
technology, possibilities such as 
turning in worksheets and hand-
outs using a cell phone may be-

come a reality. 

Future Advancements
The first half of the year has been a 

great step for electronic gadgets. Even if 
many of the releases this year seem in-
significant, they all show how the field 
of technology is nowhere near its end. 

“It’s a scary thing when computers 
can get this close to actually thinking,“ 
Bakke said. “At the rate Apple is devel-
oping its products, there are going to be 
iRobots walking among us in the near 
future.” u

BY DylanJew

Summer is approaching! For those 
of you who are at home for the sum-
mer with nothing to do and were too 
swamped to see these movies during the 
busy school year, here are our opinions 
on some of 2010’s best movies. These 
movies are great DVD picks and some 
might even be instant downloads at this 
point!

Harry Potter 7: Part 1
   Are you into action, adventure and a 
crazy load of magic? If so, go rent “Har-
ry Potter and the Deathly Hallows Part 
1” today! One of the most anticipated 
movies of the year, the final installment 
based off of J.K Rowling’s cherished se-
ries topped the box office when it was 
released last November.

The film, much like the book, centers 
on Harry (Daniel Radcliffe), Ron (Ru-
pert Grint) and Hermione (Emma Wat-
son) as they leave Hogwarts in pursuit 
of destroying Horcruxes—Voldemort’s 
sources of immortality. Unlike the past 
six “Harry Potter” movies, this seventh 
flick is the closest in its depiction of the 
novel. Complete with Death Eaters, de-
mentors and, most importantly, the new 
relationship between Hermione and Ron 

(Romione!), this movie gets its audience 
excited for the summer release of the fi-
nal part of this magical series.

“Tangled”
  Unlike traditional Disney princess 
movies, “Tangled” shows woman 
power. “Tangled” is a spin off 
of the classic story “Rapun-
zel,” which features a dam-
sel in distress in a tall tower 
with freakishly long hair. 
The main character, Rapun-
zel, is a great role model for 
younger girls to show that 
a girl doesn’t need “Prince 
Charming” to rescue her. 
Her love interest is actually 
a runaway thief.

Instead of him saving her, 
she actually saves him from 
trouble. If you’re into cute 
movies that contain suspense-
ful scenes and songs about ev-
ery emotion felt by the major 
characters but still have 
happy endings, you 
should definitely see 
“Tangled.”

“Black Swan” 
   Natalie Portman 
and Mila Kunis. 

What more could you ask for? In this 
movie, these two women play ballerinas 
who compete for a leading role in the 
ballet, but main character Nina (Port-
man) takes her role too seriously, and 
let’s just say she goes a little nuts.

Although she is an innocent girl, 
the process of auditioning for 

the ballet reveals her dark 
side. Looks like Portman 
really can play any role 
she sets her heart to, no 
matter how diverse the 
roles are. Did we men-
tion Portman won Best 
Actress in the Acadamy 
Awards, and director 
Darren Aronofsky won 
Best Director for this 

film? If you’re into psy-
chological thrillers, this is 

definitely a must see movie 
for you.

“Easy A” 
Since we finally un-

derstand what 
the meaning 
of a scarlet let-
ter is thanks 
to our Eng-
lish class, this 
movie makes 

perfect sense. It’s about a girl who wears 
a letter A on her chest for “committing” 
adultery when she really just pretends 
to be promiscuous because she wants to 
help raise her peers’ self esteems. (High 
school boys. We understand.)

Not only do viewers get a short his-
torical lesson on what the scarlet letter 
is in the movie, they learn that little lies 
can lead to big ones, and high school 
peer pressure is hard to escape even 
for the most confident person. This is a 
must-see chick flick!

Sequels coming soon!
If you liked Owen Wilson’s gooby 

voice in “Cars,” you’re in luck! “Cars 2” 
is coming out June 24 to a theater near 
you with new secret agents and villains. 
Of course, these are all cars.

Megan Fox may not be in the new 
“Transformers 3: Dark of the Moon” 
coming out on July 1, but another equal-
ly attractive actress, Rosie Huntington-
Whiteley, will be taking her place. Boys, 
you definitely don’t want to miss out!

“Harry Potter and the Deathly Hal-
lows Part 2”: July 15. Need we say any 
more? Dress up in your Harry Potter 
outfits for the last ever “Harry Potter” 
movie. Buy your tickets soon!

You don’t want to miss these much 
anticipated upcoming sequels! u

BY OliviaChock
& AllisonToh

Best of 2010 
Year marked by movie successes

Students link up with new gadgets

Boldt
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best of
2010-2011

Performers shine in the school’s spotlight 

“Jekyll and Hyde” and “The Woman 
in Black” displayed the serious side of 
the drama department. Saratoga Idol 
and the Talent Show showcased the ex-
traordinary, unknown abilities of many 
students. Bombay in the Bay gave stu-
dents a deeper understanding of Sarato-
ga’s diverse culture. Through a wide va-
riety of student performances this year, 
audiences were brought to the edges of 
their seats in both fear and excitement.

This year’s production of “Jekyll and 
Hyde” marked one of the high points in 

a successful year of student performanc-
es. In the drama department, more mys-
terious, dramatic performances such as 
“Jekyll and Hyde” and “The Woman in 
Black” set this year apart from the com-
edies of past years.

“People don’t really take the drama 
department seriously,” sophomore Pavi 
Sadras said, “and this year we showed 
people that we have talent and that peo-
ple need to pay more attention to us. I 
think we really needed these kinds of 
productions to make that happen.”

Senior Aditya Dev attended “Jekyll 
and Hyde” and described the experience 

as “scary and realistic.”
“I think this year’s productions were 

really strong because there were two 
seniors, Jay [Lee] and David [Mandell], 
who spearheaded everything and were 
so dedicated and involved, which made 
everything all that much better,” Dev 
said.

Sadras also believes, however, that 
“The Woman in Black” was the best stu-
dent-produced performance.

“It was a really serious and scary play, 
and we haven’t ever done that sort of 
thing before,” Sadras said. “It was also 
very professional, and Jay [Lee] and Da-
vid [Mandell] were fantastic.”

This year’s talent show also stood 
out in the minds of many students. Se-
nior Grace Kim enjoyed seeing differ-
ent sides of her classmates and learning 
more about them.

“You don’t get to see them sing or 
play guitar while they walk down the 
hallways,” Kim said, “and they were all 
so talented, so it was amazing to see all 
of them come out and perform.”

Another highlight of this year’s stu-
dent performances was Saratoga Idol. 
Freshman Manini Desai finished as the 
second-place runner-up in the competi-
tion.

“I really enjoyed singing to so many 
people, where I’m not everyday-Manini, 
but my more glamorous, performing 
persona,” Desai said.

Desai believes that the large atten-
dance of Saratoga Idol “really brought 

everyone together to enjoy some friend-
ly competition.”

“[Saratoga Idol felt] different this 
year because our class put it on,” junior 
Ruchie Bhardwaj said, “and so the ben-
efits went to our class. Since I personally 
knew a lot of people on stage, it just felt 
more connected. In that way, Saratoga 
Idol felt like it was more unified.”

Desai agreed that this year was unique 
due to its wide range of performances.

“This year had a diverse range of 
voices, where some people were kick-
ing it old school with the Beatles while 
others were busting out Beyonce,” De-
sai said. “That was fun for the audience 
members because there was something 
for everyone.”

Bombay in the Bay also broadened 
the minds of many students on campus. 
Sophomore Amin Mirzadegan enjoyed 
watching the well-choreographed danc-
es and thought that the dance with com-
bined grades was an improvement from 
last year.

“It seemed to lessen competition,” 
Mirzadegan said, “and all the partici-
pants could bond with people outside 
their grades.”

ASB president senior David Mandell 
believes this year’s wide variety of stu-
dent performances provided students 
with more exposure.

“The school has a good taste of the 
arts,” Mandell said. “[The performanc-
es] definitely brought more culture to 
the campus.” u

BY GiuliaCurcelli

and 2011

TALISMAN // KYLIE TSENG

Hall of Fame SEARCH.....

BED INTRUDER SONG: Antoine Dodson’s 
interview gets a hilarious spin with autotune

SEXY SAX MAN: Sergio Flores serenaded un-
expecting audiences while shirtless. 

NYAN CAT: Nyan nyan nyan nyan nyan nyan 
nyan nyan nyan nyan nyan nyan nyan nyan.

EPIC MEALTIME: A group of meat-loving 
men prepare creative, bacon filled meals. 

TALKING BABIES: Two twin babies have a 
heated argument—in gibberish.

FRIDAY: Rebecca Black teaches viewers 
the days of the week in her catchy song. 

AUGUST
NOVEMBER

APRILFEBRUARY

MARCHJANUARY

Junior Varsha Ramesh sang Beyonce’s song “Ave Maria” at Saratoga Idol on March 16.

ALL GRAPHICS BY ALEX JU

memorable videos of the school year
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StudEntS HavE finaLLy EarnEd tHEir titLES 
aS tHE fiErCE faLCOnS fOr tHEir riSing SPirit

“Saratoga is dead; it doesn’t 
have any spirit,” my rath-
er pessimistic sister Brit-

tany said when I asked what rallies 
and Homecoming were like when 
she went to Saratoga High. Before 
I entered high school, older friends 
shared their stories of how school 
spirit makes high school memo-
rable . 

Inspired by their stories, I looked 
forward to a spirited high school ex-
perience in spite of my sister’s bit-
ter view of Saratoga’s school spirit. 
However, she was sadly right, and 
I had to admit to this ugly truth 

during the first few months of high 
school.

My class was nonexistent at ral-
lies during freshman year, as no-
body seemed to have the spirit in 
them to root vigorously or even 
dress in our 
class color. I felt 
ashamed at how 
lost we looked 
whenever it 
came for us to do 
our class cheer. 

During my first Homecoming 
season, a striking majority simply 
accepted mediocrity while plan-
ning for quad day due to the fact 
that we were freshmen and “we 
were supposed to fail anyway.” In 
the end, we delivered a show of a 
dance composed of around 12 peo-
ple and two break dancers showing 
off their skills.

Perhaps many of us felt the same 
way as I did for a while: spirited on 
the outside but peer pressured to 
be lame or apathetic toward school 

events. But during my time as a 
sophomore, I have noticed that our 
attitude and spirit have drastically 
changed at our school. A sense of 
pride finally emerging.

A new wave of spirit took my 
class by storm, 
especially dur-
ing Homecom-
ing. Even my 
parents, who 
constantly urge 
me not to waste 

my time with any optional school 
events, could not stop me from par-
ticipating in quad day. 

Our dedication was resilient; 
sometimes we stayed at school until 
10 at night practicing. Other times 
we woke up before school started 
just to rehearse. I never knew how 
great it felt to witness so many peo-
ple put aside their differences and 
perform their hearts out. 

This streak of spirit continued 
to burn in everyone’s eyes up to 
the game against Los Gatos. Ironi-

cally, when everyone was pumped 
up about “this being the year” that 
Saratoga beats Los Gatos in the big 
game, my sister had somehow con-
vinced me to not attend the mile-
stone game, cruelly saying, “That’s 
what they say every year, but we 
still lose.” 

My disbelief in actually letting 
my sister’s words shake my faith 
in our team like that resulted in my 
sister receiving many bitter texts 
the next morning.

 Despite the sting of regret that I 
felt for missing possibly the great-
est event in the past 27 years at 
Saratoga High, I rejoiced at the fact 
that the hundreds who went to the 
game to root had come together not 
as different classes but as Falcons. 
The week after we had defeated the 
Wildcats, everyone rambled on and 
on over how incredible the game 
was.

The spirit has turned into a shin-
ing light that even my sister can’t 
deny. u

Student reflects on recent changes in school spirit

I felt ashamed at how 
lost we looked when-
ever it came for us to 

do our class cheer. ((Brandon Judoprasetijo
teach me how to Judo
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“Instead, the school spirit has become so 
bad that faculty has begun to take notice and 
have instituted policies enforcing student 
participation.”

-Gautham Ganesan (‘08)
(from the Falcon Archives)

On school spirit...

“Games such as “skiing” your way across 
the gym ... aren’t very exciting. If the 
commission were allowed a little more 
freedom, games and activities would provide 
students with more reasons to attend rallies.” 

-Sophia Cooper (‘10)
(from the Falcon Archives)

On the rally commission...

Christina Roberts (‘09) 
busts a move with her 
father at the Daddy-
Daughter Dance on 
March 7, 2008.

Courtesy of JULIA LAN (‘08)

Seniors Doug Sabella, 
Kendall Callaghan and 

James Knight perform 
for their Quad Day on 

Oct. 12, 2007.

Courtesy of KEVIN ROLLINSON (‘10)
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School spirit to soar to greater heights
Saratoga High. The first words that 

come to mind are typically academics, 
over-achievers and stereotypical nerds. 
Enthusiastic and spirited? Probably 
not. According to the rally commis-
sion, however, things are beginning to 
change.

Senior and rally commissioner Bran-
don Pierce feels that “this year, school 
spirit has picked up a lot. More people 
turn up at sports games, and sports are 
the fundamentals of school spirit.”

Despite this recent spirit upswing, 
compared to other schools,  Saratoga 
High is somewhat lacking. 

“A lot of private schools like Mitty 
have really big spirit days,” senior Leah 
Capek said. “Spirit [at Saratoga High] 
definitely went up this year with the 
Class Cup and rallies and everything, 
but there’s still room to improve.”

Every year, Archbishop Mitty holds 
a school pride event called “Monarch 

Madness.” 
This involves classes competing 

against each other with dances, games 
and all-out spirit. Although rally com-
missioners have not discussed next 
year’s plans in detail, the school might 
host some madness of its own.

“We’re moving in that direction al-
ready. We have something big planned 
for one of our rallies in the future,” 
Pierce said. 

Capek also had some ideas on why 
Saratoga High falters when it comes to 
school spirit.

“At Saratoga, there are a lot of peo-
ple with their own extracurriculars,” 
Capek said. “They have pride in their 
individual sport and individual classes, 
but not really in the school as a whole.”

According to the rally commission, 
this year’s spirit seems to have stemmed 
from the new class cup and the unprec-
edented football victory against Los Ga-
tos High School. 

“The LG-SHS game made an impact, 
especially from that point on, with spir-

it,” Pierce said. “That may have been 
the ignition, but ever since then, things 
have been building up.”

In comparison to the Project Cor-
nerstone survey held in May 2007, this 
year’s survey shows an increased sense 
of belonging among Saratoga High stu-
dents.

Some, however, feel that the Los Ga-
tos-Saratoga game was the only instance 
of school spirit at Saratoga High.

“I’ve only been to one rally this year, 
and I didn’t like it too much,” sopho-
more Liana Riley said. “It was mostly 
just inside jokes with the people on the 
rally commission, and I didn’t feel like 
it was anything I needed to see again.”

She does believe that school spirit 
can be a great thing, “if it’s used in the 
proper way, and if people rally to get 
something out of it.”

Capek feels that spirit will improve 
if more students make an effort to get 
involved in school activities.

“Part of it is just that students have 
to appreciate other sports and activities 

that go on at the school, like football 
games or Homecoming,” Capek said. 
“It’s not that academics is a bad thing, 
but they need to find a balance.”

Though the rally commission admits 
that Saratoga High is not the most en-
thusiastic, they agree that the students 
now are more spirited than ever. 

“I know that a lot of schools are still 
more spirited than we are,” he said. “I 
hope we [will get there one day].” u

BY AashnaMukerji
& AshwiniVelchamy

Alumnus, faculty recall past Falcon pride
At recent rallies, hearing the entire 

gym chant together “go home, fresh-
men” can be overwhelming. Students 
cannot help but join in with the rest of 
the school. 

According to a recent survey by Proj-
ect Cornerstone, there has been a 22 
percent increase in school engagement 
since May 2007 to September 2010.

Some students say school spirit has 
improved over time due to increased 
student participation in events. The 
school has broken away from the ste-
reotypical image of just a rigorous, ac-
ademic-based school, but it was not an 
easy feat. 

“SHS excels at academics,” 2005 
alumnus Kathleen Chan said,  “but it’s 
difficult to work up school spirit over a 
high API score.” 

When Chan attended high school, 
she witnessed sophomores walking out 
in the middle of a rally. 

As they filed out of the gym, they 
grumbled about how rallies were al-
ways rigged so that seniors won every 
competition. 

“There was the one time during Spir-
it Week that the sophomores tied the 
seniors in Powder Puff and there was a 
special assembly held to determine the 
winner,” Chan said. “During the rally 
the sophomores felt the seniors were 
getting much easier questions so they 
walked out.”

Rallies have not changed much in the 
past six years. The rally format has, for 
as long as students 
can remember, in-
cluded a rally com-
mission skit, stu-
dent games and, to 
close it off, a class 
competition for the 
loudest cheer. But 
in Chan’s years 
at the school, there was a slight differ-
ence. 

“They stopped allowing the ‘go 
home, freshmen’ chant because one of 
the administrator’s kids was a freshman 
at the time. It put a damper on friendly 
class competition,” she said. 

According to assistant principal Kar-
en Hyde, rallies used to be a part of the 
school day and classes were shortened 

to make room for them. More students 
attended them because it did not con-
flict with tutorial, when rallies current-
ly occur.

Homecoming celebrations have 
changed a lot in the past few years.  Ac-
cording to Hyde, the school stopped us-
ing floats a decade ago. The Homecom-
ing events now involve more students 
and parents in decorating the quad. 

“We used to do 
floats at Home-
coming. Parents 
weren’t involved 
and [students] 
could only have a 
certain number of 
kids doing things,” 
Hyde said. “They 

had to do a quad day and build a float 
so it was crazy for 20 or 30 kids [to com-
plete] so we changed that so it wasn’t as 
overwhelming.”

Students were not as involved in 
Homecoming during Chan’s years in 
high school. It was not an event that ev-
erybody was crazy about or especially 
looking forward to. 

“It wasn’t something that the whole 

school got extremely excited over,” 
Chan said. “Part of it was probably that 
the school’s football wasn’t great so it’s 
not like we had something to get excit-
ed for.”

Four years ago, the school held a 
daddy-daughter dance where girls 
would just have a night of fun with 
their fathers and similarly, a mother-
son breakfast. The popularity of the 
daddy-daughter dance faded to the 
point where very few people attended, 
therefore it was discontinued.

“We used to do a daddy-daughter 
dance a hundred years ago. The popu-
lation has changed and girls don’t want 
to dance with their fathers anymore,” 
Hyde said.

To get students more involved, 
school events are now publicized with 
the use of Facebook events. More stu-
dents are notified this way rather than 
just the old-fashioned method of an-
nouncements and posters.

“The rally commission has definitely 
become more spirited,” junior Connie 
Wang said. “There has been more pub-
licizing, which improved our school 
spirit.” u

“SHS excels at academ-
ics, but it’s difficult to 
work up school spirit 

over a high API score.”
Alumnus Kathleen Chan

((

BY AmyJan

The senior class lets 
out a roar during 
the kick-off rally on 
Sept.17, 2010.

FALCON // JORDAN WAITE

The football team 
raises their helmets 
for the win 
against Los Gatos 
High on Oct. 22, 
2010. 

FALCON // JORDAN WAITE

Seniors Aditya Dev 
and Chris Chung 

unveil the Class Cup at 
the kick-off rally on 

Sept. 17, 2010.

FALCON // JORDAN WAITE

“I think school spirit has definitely improved since 
I was a freshman. For one, this year’s freshmen 
are definitely more spirited than my class was last 
year.”

-sophomore Maggy Liu

On school spirit today...

bigidea

At other schools: Monarch Madness at 
Archbishop Mitty; more spirited than SHS

Commissioners’ take on SHS:  growing 
because of Class Cup and football victory 
against Los Gatos

What needs to be done: SHS students need 
to balance between academics and spirit 
events

TH
E

Overall SHS school spirit
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can’t get enough
The buzz of caffeine, the glow of late-night electronics and the vortex of 
never-ending television have clamped us in their intoxicating grip
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Last year, junior Nick Turpin at-
tended an after-school science lec-
ture. Everything was going reason-
ably well, until the speaker turned 
off the lights to use the projector. 
Within minutes, Turpin was passed 
out on his desk.

“I knew something was wrong,” 
Turpin said. “I don’t usually fall 
asleep during class.”

A day earlier, Turpin had tried to 
cut back on his previous daily intake 
of 400 milligrams of caffeine. Turpin 
achieved this quantity by either 
drinking eight Mountain Dews, tak-
ing two caffeine pills or drinking one 
Venti Bold coffee at Starbucks.

 Whenever he did not 
have caffeine, Turpin 

exper ienced 
p o w e r-

ful 

exhaustion. He wanted to eliminate 
this nasty side effect.

“It kind of sucks if you don’t get 
caffeine because you’re just tired 
for the rest of the day,” Turpin said. 
“That’s why I thought I should cut 
back and not have so much.”

Dr. Suzanne Yokoyama, a physi-
cian of internal medi-
cine at Kaiser San Jose, 
said caffeine has some 
temporary benefits 
like mental alertness 
and improved athletic 
performance. 

The stimulant, 
however, creates many 
long-term problems, 
such as heart rhythm 
disturbance, dehydra-
tion, inflammation 
of the stomach lining 
and decreased bone 
density among other 
medical issues.

“Caffeine with-
drawal can lead to headache, fatigue, 
declining alertness and irritability,” 
Yokoyama said. “All the reasons you 
chose to use it in the first place will 
be accentuated with continued use 

and withdrawal.”
Yo k o y a m a 

e m p h a s i z e s 
that students 

find alter-
natives to 
better deal 
with the 
pressures 
of school.

“I would 
highly rec-

ommend in-

stead that students participate in car-
diovascular conditioning as a means 
to increase their mental focus and 
physically vent the stresses of aca-
demic life,” she said.

Despite its negative side effects, 
Turpin said that the stimulant did 
help him get through school from 

time to time.
“I think it re-

ally does make you 
more awake [and] 
more alert, especial-
ly when you drink 
a lot,” he said.

However, even 
though caffeine did 
help him when he 
needed those extra 
few hours to study, 
Turpin said he felt 
some negative side 
effects.

“If you drink too 
much at night, it re-
ally is hard to fall 

asleep,” he said. “It’ll take an hour or 
two.”

Turpin is not alone. About 90 per-
cent of adults consume caffeine regu-
larly. 

Whereas Turpin’s caffeine reli-
ance peaked in his sophomore year, 
science teacher Jenny Garcia experi-
enced a dependence on caffeine as 
an adult, just after her children were 
born. Her reasoning was simple.

“I like the way it tastes,” Garcia 
said.

Although she only had a few 
cups of coffee a day, Garcia still felt 
negative side effects—mainly head-
aches—when she did not drink cof-
fee. These consequences eventually 

drove her to quit.
“I knew that it was a problem and 

I tried to quit because it was nasty,” 
Garcia said. “There are times when 
you can’t drink it, if you’re travel-
ing or you’re sick and you can’t have 
food. Then it becomes a problem.”

While she agreed that caffeine has 
some potential uses, Garcia agrees it 
only creates problems over time.

“You do become dependent on 
it, so it doesn’t help you in the long 
run,” Garcia said. “After you’ve had 
it for a while, having it is no different 
from not having it before you were 
addicted to it.”

Despite making the big decision to 
quit, it took time before she felt like 
she was finally over the addiction, 
Garcia said.

“I would say it was probably a 
couple of weeks before I didn’t notice 
being tired anymore,” Garcia said. 
“I [quit] during the summer, when 
I didn’t have to get up in the morn-
ing and be at school so I could sleep 
more.”

Garcia does not consider herself 
dependent on caffeine anymore. 
Turpin, however, said that he still 
drinks caffeinated beverages.

“I definitely drink caffeine less, 
but I still drink a fair amount of it,” 
Turpin said. “Last year, I’d make it a 
point to have caffeine.”

Ultimately, Garcia, Yokoyama and 
Turpin agreed that caffeine really 
isn’t necessary for students, despite 
its short-term benefits on late-night 
study sessions.

“I wouldn’t [recommend it],” 
Garcia said. “Why put yourself in 
that position if you don’t have to? If 
you’re tired, get some sleep.” u

BY MichaelLee
& AasimNavqi

Junior, teacher fight caffeine addiction
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big idea

Effects: Heart rhythm 
disturbance, dehydration, 
inflammation of stomach 
lining and decreased bone 
density.

Withdrawal symptoms: 
Headaches, fatigue, declin-
ing alertness and irritability

How to quit: Participate 
in more cardiovascular 
conditioning

Caffeine Addiction

TH
E
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Students combat attachment to electronics 

In the days before technology, 
people amused themselves with 
writing. They read books, wrote 

letters, played games and took 
walks—all of which now sound 
completely alien to me as I vegetate 
in front of my computer screen, 
waiting for my next show to down-
load online. 

Having been born into the tech-
nology era, I can barely remember a 
time when I would pass up the op-
portunity to catch up on one of my 
favorite TV shows. The day I discov-
ered that TV was available for free 
online was a major turning point in 
my life—whether it was for better or 
worse is debatable. 

I vaguely recall carrying a book 
with me everywhere when I was in 
elementary school; I loved reading. 
Now, however, I can name more 
free-stream sites off the top of my 
head than books intended for my 
age group.

Being able to marathon an entire 

season of a show (like “Veronica 
Mars,” “One Tree Hill,” “Chuck,” 
etc)  in one sitting isn’t something to 
be proud of, especially when you’ve 
done it multiple times. Neverthe-
less, it can be considered a skill and 
I’ve learned quite a few tips to aid 
me in my quest for Internet TV. 

Knowing how to sync a link’s 
audio with a duplicate link’s video 
so that the characters no longer look 
like they’re speaking a different lan-
guage takes practice. When clips take 
too long to 
load, open-
ing them 
in multiple 
links at 
six-minute 
i n t e r v a l s 
saves valu-
able time. 
And always remember to click full-
screen.

There was a point during my 
freshman year where I kept up with 
nine different shows at once. I was 
a few seasons behind on some of 
them, which left a whole host of 
“new” episodes at my disposal. My 
TV schedule effectively replaced my 
calendar. Instead of going out and 
interacting with real people, I regu-
larly found myself choosing to catch 
up on old shows. I had a problem. 

When the two-and-a-half hour 
series finale of “LOST” aired, I was 

living in Europe. It was being shown 
live at 5:30 a.m. due to the time dif-
ference, so my sister and I went to a 
friend’s house to watch it on his big-
screen. We all had school the same 
day, but it was worth it. 

I’m sure I’m not the only teenag-
er who has experienced a TV over-
dose—when your head is pounding, 
your eyes ache and you can barely 
stay awake, but you can’t stop 
watching. I may, however, be one of 
the very few high schoolers who has 

managed 
to watch 
three sea-
sons of 
a show 
in less 
than three 
days. 

Once I 
arrived at SHS at the start of sopho-
more year from England, it dawned 
on me that my addiction was 
severely unhealthy. I spent 
full weekends in my bed-
room, idly observing 
my unwatered 
plants grow 
moldy and 
die, won-
d e r i n g 
w h e t h e r 
House and 
C u d d y 
would ever 

officially tie the knot. My grades 
took a sharp nosedive and I finally 
realized that if I wanted to get into 
a respectable college, praying for an 
extra 12 minutes on Megavideo was 
not the way to do it. 

Currently, I’m on a strict real-
television-only diet; no computers. I 
occasionally allow myself to browse 
my Netflix instant-queue for des-
sert, but the elimination of all other 
TV sites has helped my focus enor-
mously (and I think my eyesight has 
improved as well). If I can hold out 
until after finals, I’ll be set. 

And who knows? Maybe I’ll even 
try reading a book. u

I realized that if I wanted to 
get into a respectable col-

lege, praying for an extra 12 
minutes on Megavideo was 

not the way to do it.
((

Aashna Mukerji
Slouch Potato

Don’t watch TV? Get ‘LOST’

sophomore Neil Prasad

togatalks

What are you 
addicted to?

Probably 
Tumblr. I like 
spending a lot 
of time on there 
doing not just 
social stuff, but 
creative writing.

freshman Kayla Berlinberg

My iPhone, 
because there 
often isn’t much 
else to do in class.

junior Phoebe Wong

The internet, like 
Facebook and 
social networks. I 
spend about eight 
hours a day on the 
internet.
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Sophomore Edward Yang has had 
his share of experiences with addic-
tive video games. 

At one point Yang was so hooked 
that he would start playing right af-
ter he returned home from school 
and continue playing until early in 
the morning.

“I would stay up late on school 
nights playing, sometimes to 3 or 4 in 
the morning,” Yang said.

However, in this day and age, one 
would be hard-pressed to find a teen-
ager unfamiliar with the addictions 
that the Internet and new technology 
bring.

Experts have found that generally 
found that the that students who use 
the Internet excessively are in-
clined procrastinate. 

In an article for a journal 
titled CyberPsychology 
and Behavior, Punjabi 
University psychol-
ogy professors Kanwal 
Nawla and Archana 
Preet Anand wrote, “[Stu-
dents] were found to delay 
other work to spend time 
online, lose sleep due to 
late-night log-ons, and 
feel life would be boring 
without the Internet.” 

The lifestyle brought 
along with the addictions to 

video games can lead to an unhealthy 
one. For Yang, the continual gaming 
lifestyle shifted his priorities from a 
school-orientated lifestyle to one that 
revolved around video games. 

In addition to virtual pastimes on 
the Internet, students can often be 
drawn to video games as well. 

Sophomore Edward Yang has ex-
perienced some addictions in the 
past with certain ones. Yang was par-
ticularly enjoyed Modern Warfare 2, 
which sold over 47 million copies in 
one day alone.

“My grades freshman year were 
a disaster,” Yang said. “I just spent 
too much time playing video 
games.”

Addictions to pastimes such 
as these can bring trouble. 

Even simple pastimes can become 
the priority for students instead of 
work and can leave negative impacts 
in social and academic life.

However, in some cases, use of the 
Internet can be a beneficial way to 
spend time.  
S o p h o -
more Mag-
gy Liu uses 
her time on 
the Internet 
to educate 
and enjoy 
herself. 

By look-
ing at other people’s blogs, Liu 
finds articles, books and art that 
she is drawn to.

“I sometimes spend a few hours 
reading articles and books that are 
free online,” Liu said. “I like see-
ing other people’s art, especially 

university students’ thesis 
projects, because I am in-

terested in making art 
myself.”

 Liu consid-
ers her grades 

to be satis-
factory 
and her 
parents 
h a v e 
g i v e n 

her free-
dom to con-

tinue surfing the Internet. 
“Through Internet, I think that I 

am a lot more knowledgeable about 
what is happening in the world,” Liu 
said.

Moreover, in an article by Nicole 
B. Ellison, 
a professor 
in the  De-
par tment 
of Tele-
communi-
cation at 
Michigan 
State said, 
“ Va r i o u s 

forms of social media, including 
ties with friends and neighbors, are 
related to indices of psychological 
well-being, such as self-esteem and 
satisfaction with life.”

The Internet contains a plethora 
of information. It can be a positive 
way to learn and update themselves 
on current events, and it can provide 
students with relaxation and enter-
tainment. 

However, with poor time man-
agement and excessive usage, it can 
become an addiction that is hard to 
shake off.

“I think that I have learned a 
thing or two about time management 
through the hours that I spent with 
games,” Yang said. “I still play once 
in a while, but I try to make sure to 
keep my priorities straight.” u

BY ElijahYi

MICHELLE SHU

MICHELLE SHU

“I would stay up late on 
school nights playing [vid-
eo games], sometimes to 3 
or 4 in the morning.”

Sophomore Edward Yang



sports
saratogafalcon.org/sports

saratoga falcon
THE

 June 9, 2011
20

Power Rankings

3 4 5
Boys’ Golf (18)
Campus Presence: 2
Physical demand: 1
Improvement: 3
Winning %: 20
League Title: 2
CCS: 2
Star Factor: R. Parden
Total: 30

Inspired by Coach Drennan’s 
impending retirement, these 
guys went 12-0 in the El Camino 
League, but struggled at CCS.

Boys’ Swimming (3)
Campus Presence: 3
Physical demand: 5
Improvement: 1
Winning %: 14
League Title: 0
CCS: 5
Star Factor: A. Hinshaw
Total: 28

Despite little success at the 
league dual meets, Adam Hin-
shaw and Ian Burns ensured 
a fourth straight top-five CCS 
finish.

Girls’ Soccer (7)
Campus Presence: 4
Physical demand: 4
Improvement: 2
Winning %: 13
League Title: 1
CCS: 3
Star Factor: K. Clark
Total: 27

As usual, another successful 
league season for these girls, 
who continue to build an SHS 
dynasty.

Boys’ Tennis (1t)
Campus Presence: 4
Physical demand: 4
Improvement: 1
Winning %: 16
League Title: 0
CCS: 4
Star Factor: N. Jayashankar
Total: 29

Dominated en route to the CCS 
semifinals despite a season in 
which almost every player was 
injured at some point.

Girls’ Tennis (1t)
Campus Presence: 4
Physical demand: 4
Improvement: 3
Winning %: 20
League Title: 2
CCS: 5
Star Factor: C. Yen
Total: 38

These 25-0 girls were one of 
the most dominant teams in 
SHS history, winning both the 
CCS and NorCal champion-
ships.
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Sport (last year’s 
ranking)

Campus 
Presence 
(1-5)

Physical 
Demand 
(1-5)

Improvement 
(1-3)

Winning% (1-15 
lower league, 
1-20 upper)

League Title (1 for 
lower league, 2 for 
upper)

CCS 
(0-5)

Star Factor Total Evaluation

6. Boys’ Soccer (6) 4 5 1 13 0 3 M. Raghavan 26 With a plethora of juniors returning, expect 
success next season.

7. Girls’ Track (12) 2 3 2 15 1 3 A. Nguyen 26 Jumper Ailene Nguyen and two-sport star 
Crystal Yen ran over the. competition

8.  Girls’ Basketball 
(11) 4 4 1 12 1 3 H. Johnson 25 These dominant girls went undefeated in their 

league this season.
9. Girls’ Cross 
Country (16) 2 4 2 12 0 4 C. Schlossareck 24 Strong performances led to a fourth place CCS 

finish.
10. Boys’ Basketball 
(17) 5 4 2 12 0 0 S. Berman 23 Sophomore sensations Stevie Berman and Kyle 

Dozier led a strong team.

11. Football (15) 5 5 1 10 0 0 C. Guengerich 21 Defeated Los Gatos for the first time in decades.

12. Badminton (9) 3 3 0 10 0 4 J. Kuo 20 Jeffrey Kuo won CCS boy’s singles, and the 
67-person team performed well in league.

13. Boys’ Water 
Polo (19) 4 5 1 10 0 0 N. Doyen 20

Great league season followed by 
disappointment in not making CCS.

14. Boys’ Cross 
Country (20) 2 4 1 9 0 2 K. Fukui, G. 

Chan 18
Great performances by perennial stars Kyle 
Fukui and Garrick Chan.

15.Wrestling (13) 3 5 0 8 0 1 A.Murabito 17 Despite an injury-raddled season, junior 
wrestlers look forward to next season.

16. Girls’ 
Swimming (10) 2 5 0 8 0 1 N. Cheung 16 Although overshadowed by their male 

counterparts, the girls swam well.

17. Baseball (23) 4 2 1 8 0 0 D. Pak 15 A year of transition, with many underclassmen 
gaining experience.

18. Boys’ Lacrosse 
(14) 5 4 0 5 0 0 E. Van Nooden 14 Despite performing worse than last season, this 

team did beat Los Gatos.

19. Boys’ Track (8) 2 3 0 8 0 0 E. Chuang 13 A talented team that was derailed by injuries.

20. Girls’ Volleyball 
(5) 3 3 0 6 0 0 H. Nielsen 12 Big drop-off from last season, but there is 

always room for improvement.

21. Girls’ Water 
Polo (24) 2 5 0 4 0 0 M. Crase 11 Development needed for struggling girls’ team.

22. Girls’ Golf (21) 1 1 0 7 0 0 U. Sivaram 9 The many fresh faces on the team bode well for 
the future.

23. Field Hockey (4) 4 4 0 2 0 0 V. Block 9 Injuries led to a disappointing season, despite 
Code Red’s support.

24. Girls’ Lacrosse 
(22) 1 3 0 3 0 0 E. Scott 7 Season was highlighted by team bonding, but 

not wins.

25. Softball (25) 1 1 0 3 0 0 M. Brading 5 Season was highlighted by a solid two-game 
winning streak.

26. Boys’ Volleyball 
(26) 1 2 0 2 0 0 G. Huening 5 Hopefully next year, this team can finally get 

out of the basement.

Sneha Shivkum
ar (11)

Ian Burns (11)
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After a year in which SHS athletics reached    
  new heights and achievements, The Falcon       

ranks each of the school’s sports teams.



21SPORTSJune 9, 2011saratoga falcon
THE

“I was happy because it’s an old 
record and it’s always fun with the 
old records,” Hinshaw 
said, “especially [the 
record of] Mark Spitz, 
who’s an Olympian.”

In addition to the 
200 freestyle, Hin-
shaw scored points for 
Saratoga at Leagues in 
the 500 freestyle, 200 
medley relay and 400 
freestyle relay. He also 
managed to break his 
own year-old League 
record in the 500 by 
about half of a second, 
with a time of 4:29.82.

Two weeks after 
Leagues, Hinshaw 
broke another re-
cord—this time in the 
500 freestyle. 

His brother Ben had 
held the previous CCS 
record of 4:21.54 for 
two years, until Hin-
shaw hit the wall with 
a time of 4:19.08. Hinshaw finished 

first in the 500 freestyle and second in 
the 200 freestyle at CCS Finals.

Varsity swim coach Kristen Thom-
son attributed Hinshaw’s success to 

his dedication
“He’s got a 

great work ethic,” 
she said. “He defi-
nitely deserves 
every bit of it.”

Thomson envi-
sions great things 
in  Hinshaw’s fu-
ture.

“People still 
know Mark 
Spitz’s name,” 
Thomson said. 
“Who knows? 
Years from now, 
if this record ever 
gets broken we’ll 
be saying Hin-
shaw’s name.” 

His teammates 
also praise him.

"He deserves a 
lot of recognition 
for his achieve-
ment," teammate 

Tyler Tanaka said. u

HinsHaw New record

1:40.40 Hinshaw’s 200 
freestyle time at the SCVAL 
race that broke Mark Spitz’s 
previous record.

1:41.06 Hinshaw’s time 
at the CCS race that won 
him second place in the 
200-yard freestyle. 

4:19.08 Hinshaw’s time 
for the 500-yard freestyle 
that broke his brother Ben’s 
previous record

.10 The difference in sec-
onds between Spitz’s re-
cord and Hinshaw’s

Cullan McChesney

hinshawfigures

continued from  pg. 1

 
 The Saratoga Sports Hall of Fame, 
started in 2007, is such a new tradition 
that the plaque for it has not yet been cre-
ated, but the honor still holds its prestige. 

The second Saratoga Sports Hall of 
Fame, hosted by the Events Commis-
sion, was held in the McAfee Center on 
June 2 at 7 p.m. 

During this 
year’s ceremony, 
the school rec-
ognized its cur-
rent athletes who 
will be playing 
sports in col-
lege next year.  
Then, the school 
honored alum-
ni who not only played all four years 
of sports during high school but also 
excelled in college athletic programs. 

One of the attendees, senior golf-
er Andrew Cho, had played golf 
throughout high school and will play 
it at Boston University next year. 

“I was really excited to go,” Cho 
said. “I love the sport I play and it was 
great to be invited to such an honor-
able event. It was exciting seeing oth-
ers who were recognized as well.”

The Sports Hall of Fame is held ev-
ery four years, similar to the Olympics. 

Four athletes, alumni champi-
on swimmer Brad Hinshaw, softball 
player Liz Kelly, runner Anne Rick-
etts and NCAA Tae-Kwon Do Cham-
pion Andrew Bosworth were induct-
ed into the Saratoga Hall of Fame.

Even though Ricketts did 
not attend, all were inducted. 

Bosworth is now the director of en-
gineering at Fa-
cebook, making 
him one of the top 
employees there. 
Kelly is now the 
head coach of the 
Dutch National 
Softball Team and 
brought the team 
to the 2008 Bei-
jing Olympics. 

Also, former football coach 
Benny Pierce was honored by be-
ing named Coach Emeritus and in-
ducted into the Hall of Fame as well.

Pierce was at one time the win-
ningest football coach in California 
and the lower field at SHS is named 
after him. He started the football pro-
gram in 1959 and retired in 1994.

“He  is  a teacher,  a coach  and 
an inspiration,” assistant princi-
pal Karen Hyde said. “He is just 
a phenomenal human being.”

In order to be inducted into the 

Sports Hall of Fame, alumni must have 
been athletes at Saratoga High School 
over 10 years ago and athletes in college. 

The Events Commission adver-
tised this to alumni groups, current 
parents, students and in the local Sara-
toga News. The community nominated 
new athletes, and applications were 

reviewed by the Events Commis-
sion, which then selected the winners.  

“I enjoyed meeting the people who 
came [to the event],” events commis-
sioner Mac Hyde said.  “I knew some 
of the former students when I was little, 
so it was nice to see them again. Over-
all, it’s just a fun event we like to do.” u

FALCON // DYLAN JEW

From left to right, Hall of Fame inductees Brad Hinshaw, Liz Kelly, Andrew Bosworth and 
Benny Pierce look on at the induction ceremony in the McAfee Center on June 2.

Alumni inducted into the Sports Hall of Fame
BY VivienLu

Top-Notch Tutors  ● Small Classes
Best   value

-SAT Prep – test dates 5/7, 6/4

GPA improvement on all subjects

(408) 253-8889
KwanAcademy.com ● SAT@KwanAcademy.com

If you plan on seeking professional help, why not go with the BEST!

-Summer boot camps

Star athletes shine at CCS

No. 1 badminton singles player, ju-
nior Jeffrey Kuo and boys’ tennis No. 1 
undefeated singles player senior Nikhil 
Jayashankar dominated their CCS com-
petitors and each took first place in their 
respective tournaments.

“My matches were pretty easy, even 
easier than I thought they would be,” 
Jayashankar said. 

Jayashankar’s 6-0 and 6-3 wins in 
straight sets over Ben Vierra from Ste-
venson were even more impressive giv-
en he played with an injured pinkie .

“I just had to be careful not to bend 
my pinkie too much and use my other 
fingers more,” Jayashankar said. 

Jayashankar attributes his success 
this year to the efforts he has put into 
the sport since he was nine years old. 
His personal practice schedule consists 
of over 20 hours of practice per week 
and private physical training three 
times a week. 

“I want to start [on my college team] 
as a freshman next year,” said Jayashan-
kar, who will be attending Northwest-
ern University in the fall. 

While Jayashankar was still playing 
in NorCal tournaments, he was ranked 
second in 18 and under singles. He cur-
rently ranks 51st nationally as well.

His teammates recognize him as an 
outstanding player and leader. 

“He’s got leadership skills and a com-
manding presence. He won the [league] 
sportsmanship award this year,” senior 
teammate Chris Han said. 

This year was Kuo’s third competing 
in CCS. Kuo defeated his toughest op-
ponent of the season, Gary Wang from 
Monta Vista, to take first place. 

“My speed and power gave me the 
upper hand,” Kuo said.

Kuo has competed in several state-
sanctioned tournaments since he start-
ed playing badminton in sixth grade. 
Just last year, Kuo received third place 
at a national tournament and first place 
at the Junior International Trials. 

 Kuo’s hard work and talents have 
earned him the respect of his competi-
tors and teammates. 

“He has been training for a long time 
and his body height and structure are 
perfect for badminton,” sophomore 
teammate Derek Chao said.

Both star racket players showed 
promise for future athletic success. 
Kuo aspires to qualify for the Olympics 
while Jayashankar hopes to start high in 
the Northwestern lineup and make the 
Men’s NCAA tournament. 

“Tennis is a hobby that I’ll always 
have,” Jayashankar said. “It’s a sport 
that I’ll always be able to enjoy.” u

BY AmyJan
& BrandonJudoprasetijo

Senior Nikhil Jayashankar hits a shot on Mar. 4 during a win versus a Menlo opponent.
Courtesy of AININ EDMAN

“He is a teacher, a coach 
and an inspiration. He is 

just a phenomenal human 
being.”

Assistant principal Karen 
Hyde on coach Benny Pierce

((
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swimming & Diving

Burns and Gardanier excel at CCS, 
Hinshaw shatters brother’s record

Santa Clara Swim Center roared with 
cheering on May 21. People screamed 
in the stands and athletes stopped mid-
warm up to watch as eight swimmers 
cut through the water. It was event 16, 
the boys’ final heat of the 500-yard free-
style. 

The clock raced — 4:17, 4:18 4:19.08. 
The crowd erupted as senior Adam Hin-
shaw hit the wall, stopping the timer. He 
had smashed the previous CCS record of 
4:21.54, set by his brother Ben two years 
ago.

“I had an idea going into this race that 
I could get it,” Hinshaw said. “Well, I 
started, and I realized that if I wanted to 
get under 4:20, I just had to keep pushing 
it and never get into a comfort zone.”

Fourteen Saratoga swimmers and one 
diver competed at CCS Preliminaries on 
May 20. The next day at CCS Finals, two 
individual swimmers, Hinshaw and 
junior Ian Burns, and two relay teams 
returned and netted the Saratoga boys 
fifth place overall. A medley relay and 
a diver, senior Lauren Gardanier, scored 
points for the Saratoga girls. 

Despite the successes of these athletes, 
the Falcons did not place in the league 
rankings as well as in recent years.

The varsity boys hold a 1-5 league 
record, with the sole win against Lyn-
brook. The girls have a 2-4 record, with 
victories over Homestead and Lynbrook. 
At the SCVAL Finals meet between all 
seven schools in the league, the girls and 
boys placed fourth and sixth overall, re-
spectively.

Nevertheless, varsity swim coach 
Kristen Thomson said that the whole 
team’s performance pleased her.

“[The team] did great,” Thomson 
said. “We got a lot of best times for the 
season. I think that there is so much sup-

port there, both at Leagues and at CCS.”
Hinshaw placed second in the 200-

yard freestyle and first in the 500. Burns 
finished fourth in the 200-yard indi-
vidual medley and first in the 100-yard 
freestyle. Gardanier took fifth place for 
girls’ diving.

“We didn’t have many swims, but the 
ones we did have were phenomenal,” 
Thomson said.

Thomson attributed the success of 
Hinshaw and his brothers, Ryan and 
Ben, to their work ethic and devotion to 

the sport.
“I think we’re going to see the name 

Hinshaw for sure,” she said. “Keep your 
eyes peeled out at the next Olympics. 
There’s a lot of talent, dedication and 
hard work with that family.”

Hinshaw, like his brother Ben, will 
swim for UC Berkeley next year. Gar-
danier will attend Yale University and 
continue to dive.

“Lauren was definitely a key part 
of the team all four years that she was 
here,” Thomson said. “She really has 

done a lot being the sole diver. She was 
the diving team and I’m really going to 
miss her.”

Thomson insists that next year looks 
promising.

“We’re [losing] a lot of big names, but 
we still have excellent swimmers and we 
have some wonderful freshmen coming 
in,” she said. “I think that they ended the 
year with a bang, and I wouldn’t change 
anything. We’re going to miss our swim-
mers, but I’m looking forward to next 
year.” u

Boys’ Tennis

Saratoga’s bid for the CCS title in 
boys’ tennis ended with a semifinal loss 
to No. 3 Bellarmine College Prep on May 
11 at the Courtside Club in Los Gatos.

Bellarmine won at the No. 2 and No. 4 
singles spots and swept the three doubles 
matches en route to a 5-2 victory. Senior 
No. 1 singles player Nikhil Jayashankar 
defeated Bellarmine’s Trevor James and 
freshman No. 3 singles player Kial Kai-
ser defeated Bellarmine’s Rohan Shan-
kar in straight sets.

In the finals, Bellarmine lost 7-0 to 
No.1 seed Menlo.

Faced with the absence of No. 1 dou-

bles player Roshan Sriram due to con-
flicts with AP testing, the Falcons paired 
senior Sumant Sabada with sophomore 
Henry Shen for No. 1 doubles and soph-
omore Deepak Ravikumar with fresh-
man Zach Hewlin for No. 2 doubles.

“It was a tough one, but no excuses,” 
said head coach Tom Uyehara. “We had 
our opportunities, especially in the No. 
2 and No. 3 doubles matches that lost in 
three sets.”

The Falcons ended the season with an 
18-6 record.

Senior No. 1 singles player Nikhil 
Jayashankar finished with a record of 
24-0, and won singles at CCS on May 24 
and May 26 in Aptos. u

Falcons fall short at CCS
BY JasonWu

FALCON // MICHAEL LEE

Junior Ian Burns (second from the left) dives off the blocks in the 100-yard freestyle CCS finals at the Santa Clara International Swim 
Center on May 21. Burns took first overall in the event with a time of 45.83, about 0.6 seconds ahead of Menlo-Atherton’s Nick Henze.

Seniors moving on 
to college athletics

BY MichaelLee 
& AshwiniVelchamy

Name School Sport
Vanessa Block Wesleyan Field Hockey
Andrew Cho Boston University Golf
Justin Chung Carnegie Mellon Swimming
Kyle Dickson UC San Diego Rowing
Kyle Fukui Occidental Track

Lauren Gardanier Yale Diving
Chris Guengerich UPenn Football
Adam Hinshaw UC Berkeley Swimming

Nikhil Jayashankar Northwestern
University

Tennis

Greg Johnson Chapman Football
Grace Kim Columbia Archery
Debra Lin Carnegie Mellon Swimming

Hanna Nielson UC Santa Barbara Volleyball
Kent Paisley Chapman Golf

Courtney Payne Bowdoin Rowing
Srinidhi Raghavan UPenn Tennis

Deepak Sabada University
of Chicago

Tennis
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The varsity girls ended with a strong 
season record, placing ninth overall in 
CCS Championship Finals on May 27 at 
Gilroy High School.

They were represented by juniors 
Ailene Nguyen, Crystal Yen and Mi-
chelle Cummins, as well as sophomore 
Melodie Bellegarda. The four girls were 
the only members of the team to qualify 
for CCS finals.

The varsity girls’ team also placed 
third overall in SCVAL finals, while var-
sity boys placed 13th out of 14 teams. 
SCVAL finals were held May 13 at Santa 
Clara High School and determined the 
qualifiers for CCS semifinals, which was 
held on May 21.

The four varsity girls made a strong 
showing at CCS Championship Finals, 
placing ahead of strong competitors such 
as those from Gilroy and Homestead.

“I didn’t know we would do so well,” 

Cummins said. “It’s pretty cool that we 
placed so high with so few of us.” 

Though the varsity boys did not qual-
ify for CCS finals, the team performed 
well in SCVAL Finals.

Senior Carlos Kasik placed fifth in 
high jump, with a height of five feet 
eight inches. 

He was able to qualify for CCS semi-
finals and placed 10th.

“There [were] the best of the best [at 
semifinals],” Kasik said. “I was surprised 
to see so many people who could jump 
so much higher than I could.”

As a senior, Kasik feels that he has im-
proved compared to his previous year in 
track and is glad to have competed with 
many of the same people. 

For many of the non-graduating 
members of track, the end of the season 
brings bittersweet feelings.

“I’m actually kind of relieved, be-
cause I’m not used to such a long sea-
son,” Cummins said. “But I’m going to 
miss track until next year!” u

track

Girls power through at CCS
sports

shorts

Boys’ lacrosse will lose 13 seniors
The boys’ lacrosse team played its last game on May 4, losing to Los 

Gatos 9-6 and ending a difficult season after which the team will say 
goodbye to 13 seniors.

The team finished with an overall record of 4-11 (1-10 in the De Anza 
league). Because the team was composed mostly of seniors this year, 
the roster will look very different next season, according to freshman 
attackman Clark Rothenberg. 

While it will be difficult to rebound from the loss of its key seniors, 
Rothenberg continues to have faith in the now much younger team.

“I expect us to make CCS and do well in playoffs,” Rothenberg said.

—Jennifer Jin and Aasim Naqvi

Girls’ lacrosse celebrates their ‘Super Senior Bros’
Girls’ lacrosse players had their senior day game on May 3 against 

Pioneer High. Dressing up as “Super Mario Bros” characters during the 
day, the graduating seniors were given speeches and roses.

The team started strong, leading by four points in the first half. How-
ever, Pioneer rallied toward the end of the game, ending in an overtime 
loss for Saratoga, 14-10. The loss to Pioneer ended the team’s season 
2-14 overall (2-10 in league). 

“The team is amazing.” said head coach Merryl Geisse. “I know once 
the girls gain a little more confidence they will be unstoppable.”

—Megan Benzing and Jennifer Jin

Softballers break losing streak with two victories
The Falcons struggled throughout the season. After spring break, 

they lost 12-2 to Cupertino on April 25 and 11-0 to Gunn on April 27. The 
team broke the consecutive losses with two exciting victories. 

“It  was really exciting because [senior Heather Gummow] got one 
last big hit before she left,” freshman Amanda Lee said.

Senior Megan Brading was selected as Player of the Year, batting a 
.439 in league, and struck out only two times in 42 plate appearances. 
She also was the No. 1 pitcher on the team.

—Izzy Albert and Vivien Lu

Boys’ volleyball needs to replace senior standouts
The team finished with 3-24 overall (0-12 in the De Anza league). 
The team must compete next season without senior middle Garrett 

Huening and senior outside hitter Brandon Pierce.
Huening has been an integral player on varsity since his sophomore 

year, producing 78 kills and 34 blocks this season. Though disappointed 
by the team’s performance this year, he feels he has improved.

“Honestly, I wish we had won more matches,” Huening said. “But I 
was able to really work on my skills, and I was able to develop my game 
a lot more in this season.”

—Elijah Yi

Young baseball team builds for future

Ending their season with a 12-19 record, the Falcons were disappoint-
ed with their performance overall.

“Our record will be better next year,” said sophomore outfielder Kyle 
Dozier.

The Falcons had a shaky start early on, but gradually improved as the 
season progressed. However, despite their efforts, they could not pull 
off enough victories to qualify for CCS. The Falcons lost their final two 
De Anza division playoff games 9-0 and 8-0, both against Los Gatos, on 
May 10 and 12.

This season the Falcons were led by four seniors: Pitcher Dillan Pak, 
who led the team in pitching with a 2.21 earned run average, pitcher 
Yoonbin Kim, outfielder Kevin Darchuk and first baseman James Reed 
all played major roles on this year’s team. With the loss of these key 
players, next year’s team will be completely different.

“We have a young team, so once they develop, the next couple of 
years they’ll be a really solid team,” Kim said.

Junior pitchers Brady Horn and Will Dennis, sophomores Stevie Ber-
man (catcher), Stephen Ruff (left fielder) and Kyle Dozier (outfielder) 
and freshmen Thomas Alexander (second baseman) and Davis Berryhill 
(right fielder) will return next season.

Kim feels that with the vast amount of talent on the team, they have 
the potential to do very well in upcoming years.

“I’ve had a really good time the last four years, and I can’t wait to 
come back and see how these underclassmen develop over the next cou-
ple years,” Kim said. “I hope this program goes in a good direction.” 

—Dylan Jew and Paul Jung

FALCON // VIVIEN LU

Junior Ailene Nguyen leaps through the air in the long jump at SCVAL finals on May 13.

BY JustineHuang
& DeniseLin

for complete stories, check saratogafalcon.org
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When school started, “grinding” was an 
innocuous word which I associated 
with information extraction and black 

pepper shakers, underscoring my unfamiliarity 
with the high school dancing culture. How was 
I supposed to acquire the “dancing-lingo,” hav-
ing not attended a dance my entire life?

As the year concludes, having attended my 
first dance, I think about my naive former self 
and chuckle. A “bid” is no longer just a type 
risky poker play, a “corsage” is no longer a 
typo that Microsoft Word won’t auto-correct to 
“courage” and “prom” is no longer a dance that 
I’d even consider skipping.

The beginning
I confess: “dances” and I actually go way 

back. I attended the first “activity-night” in 
sixth-grade, envisioning it to be a night of ac-
tivities from sporting contests (Ping-Pong tour-
neys) to delectable cuisine (campfire s’mores).

Instead, I found myself playing Hide-and-
Go-Seek among the hordes of shifting obstacles 
on the gymnasium dance floor. As for the 
sports tourney and delicious food? The ping-
pong station was lavishly furnished with one 
paddle, but no ball. The cafeteria sold s’more-
flavored Granola bars.

The preparation
People see me as a sleepy-eyed junior who 

only wears T-shirts and shorts, not a glitzy 
tuxedo and tie. I get my hair cut by my dad 
(no-bowl-cut-zone) in my garage. I spend hours 
on my computer tweaking my fantasy sports 
teams, not designing a graphic to ask someone 
to a dance. 

In retrospect, persuasion (eh hem, harass-
ment) from my closest friends compelled me to 
attend—they helped me overcome my phobia 
of dances. Seniors also somehow convinced me 
that prom would be the “best night of my life.” 
Still can’t believe I asked.

No turning back
Asking a girl to a dance is the most nerve-

wracking endeavour in which a boy will ever 
partake. Not necessarily because of the possi-
bility of rejection (I confirmed she’d say yes at 
least 20 times with her friends), but mostly be-
cause we also had an AP Chemistry exam. Out 
of my studious character, I prioritized devising 
a creative punchline to ask her to prom over 
reviewing acid-base problems. She said yes.

The night
I never realized so many activities straddled 

the 7-11 p.m. time allotment: Tuxedo Ware-
house (I wasn’t about to wear my brother’s Or-
chestra tux), the florist, and a pre-prom photo 
shoot. When we finally arrived at the “Corinthi-
an Grand Ballroom,” I was awe-struck. For me, 
it truly was “A Whole New World.” I danced 
with a girl for the first time and didn’t suffer 
the urge to play Hide-and-Go-Seek. Though 
there was no Ping-Pong table, I made a s’more-
like marshmallow in the chocolate fountain.

I even made a conscious effort to open the 
car door for my date (which turns awkward 
when she rejects you and opens another one of 
the four car doors by herself).

This experience topped the “activity-night” 
by far. Who knows. Senior Prom? u

photo Me and umm ... dances...

Aasim Naqvi and Rohan Rajeev
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Mashup William Hung and Rebecca 
Black. “She Bangs on Fridays.”Set off fireworks in the math quad 

during finals week. “Do you ever 
feel like a plastic bag?” - Katy Perry

Grow hair to cover your forehead. 
Hehe, get it? Bangs ...

Start studying for next year’s STAR 
test. Afterwards, pat yourself on the 
back for a real bang-up job. Gliff. 

Study really hard for finals. Especially 
freshmen. ”O.M.G. HEALTH/DRIVER’S 
ED FINAL.”

Play sexy saxophone songs in the 
any possible classroom you can 
think of. That never gets annoying.

Pursue the girl/guy of your dreams. 
You’re not man enough ... I guess 
end your year with a lack of bang.

topten

reel

sock war! junior natalie liu 
participates in apush teacher 
matthew torrens’ trench 
warfare simulation in class 
on june 3. senior servant day 
senior chris chung flaunts 
a traditional chinese dress 
while pulling his masters, 
sophomore alex wang and 
stevie berman, around on 
may 27. dangerously cheesy 
sophomore neal signaporia 
dresses like chester the 
cheetah for rally tryouts on 
may 16. the theme for rally 
tryouts was food characters. 
can’t take my eyes off of you senior 
david mandell asks senior 
mikaela burton to prom in the 
quad on may 13, attracting an 
audience during lunch.

2 Deng Good

Come to school dressed for “summer.” 
Freshmen have been doing it all year.

Pull a prank on Mr. Drennan. He’s retir-
ing in a week, so he can’t get back at 
you.

Prom asking recreates movie

Taco
The
Town

A group of students gathered around the 
quad steps during lunch on May 13. Sudden-
ly, senior David Mandell stepped out from 
behind a bush and pointed at senior Mikaela 
Burton, singing: “You’re just too good to be 
true, can’t take my eyes off of you.” Execut-
ing a flawless dance move, he continued, 
“Hit it!”

“1, 2, 3, 4!” answered a voice, fellow se-
nior Jason Schiuan. Fifty members of the 
marching band then entered and accompa-
nied Mandell’s singing with a loud fanfare 
as he executed his plan to ask Burton to the 
May 21 senior prom. 

Mandell continued to sing “Can’t Take 
My Eyes Off Of You,” a song by Frankie 

Valli. Senior Jay Lee, dressed in a 
convincing police officer uni-

form, ran toward Mandell, 
jokingly scolding Man-
dell for “disturbing the 
peace,” as a police offi-

cer did in the 1999 movie “10 Things I Hate 
About You.” 

The audience laughed when Mandell  
feigned surprise and continued to sing. The 
two hugged, and Mandell announced trium-
phantly, “She said yes!” to which the audi-
ence replied with booming cheers, whistles 
and a resounding, “Aww!”

“I thought it was really sweet,” Burton 
said. “I love that movie ... I was totally off-
guard, and I thought it was so neat how he 
got almost the whole band involved.” 

“I saw the movie when I was small,” Man-
dell said. “I’ve always wanted to do it; I’m 
just happy I was able to do it for her.”

Plenty of organization was required to 
make this elaborate plan a success. “I want 
to give a shout-out to all the band people 
who helped,” Mandell said. “It was great, so 
thank you to them.”

If you missed out on Mandell’s prom ask-
ing, here’s the link for it: http://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=AihgrzVfOp8&feature=play
er_embedded  u

BY JustineHuang

FALCON // ROHAN RAJEEV

FALCON // LlILLIAN CHEN

Courtesy of Sasan Saadat

FALCON // LILLIAN CHEN

David Eng

wAyS To EnD ThE yEAR wiTh A  bAnG
Ponder the creation of the universe. 
That’d be a Big Bang.
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