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T I M E 

With the packed schedule draw-
ing to a close and finals ominously 
looming closer, the campus has an 
atmosphere of rushed panic. Students 
and teachers are also in the process of 
evaluating the school’s new calendar, 
which puts first semester finals before 
winter break and unbalances the se-
mesters.

 The way it worked out, first semes-
ter is two weeks shorter than second 
semester. Students leave for winter 
break on Dec. 22 and return on Jan. 9. 

The verdict is not in, but indica-
tions are that opinions are mixed. 

This may create some extra chal-
lenges for students. For their part, 
seniors are now taking final exams in 
addition to finishing their college ap-
plications, which can easily become 
overwhelming.

However, senior Darisha Jhutty 
actually enjoys having finals before 
break. 

“So far the new schedule seems 
fine,” Jhutty said. “I’ve been work-
ing on applications consistently while 
maintaining grades. I plan on submit-
ting them early so I can actually enjoy 
a holiday break for once instead of 
stressing over finals like we used to.”

 FINALS on pg. 5

After 92 juniors expressed interest, 
the social studies department has de-
cided once again to try to offer an AP 
European History course.

The course will be taught by 
history teacher Jerry Sheehy, 
who taught the class three years 
ago. AP Euro ran for a year be-
fore interest petered out and 
only 20 students signed up. 

“We didn’t talk about it in 
our AP classes,” history teacher 
Matt Torrens said. “We just as-
sumed kids were going to sign 
up, but they didn’t. This year and last 
year, we’ve been talking about it, so 
kids are more aware.”

In order to increase participation, 
the history department began taking 

surveys to see if students would be in-
terested in the course if it were to be re-
introduced into the curriculum. Torrens 
said that the informal surveys yielded 
111 requests for AP Euro last year, and 
92 this year. Despite the level of interest 
shown, the class will not be offered un-

less students actually sign up for 
it in the spring.

According to assistant prin-
cipal Brian Safine, the course 
must be submitted to the Col-
lege Board as a reinstated class. 
AP Euro covers material from 
the Renaissance up to the 1980s. 

“It’s a slightly differ-
ent path than you take in 

World History,” Sheehy said. “Dif-
ferent things are emphasized. You go 
into greater depth, as far as things 

BY AashnaMukerji
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AP Euro may be added

Sheehy

 AP EURO on pg. 5

After about two months of delibera-
tion, the math department has decided 
to submit a proposal to 
the school board to add 
a regular Trigonometry/
Pre-Calculus course to 
the curriculum in addi-
tion to offering the cur-
rent Honors course. 

According to as-
sistant principal Brian 
Safine, the board will 
decide whether to ap-
prove the class for the 
2012-13 school year at 
its Jan. 17 meeting. The 
new course is officially 
titled Trigonometry/
Pre-Calculus College Prep. 

“The regular course would be di-

rected toward students who have some 
success in math, but do not want to be 
strictly in that honors pathway,” Safine 
said. 

“We’re always inter-
ested in students find-
ing different pathways 
to success, which is 
especially important in 
an area like math where 
student aptitude varies 
greatly,” he said.

Students who previ-
ously fed into the Trig/
Math 4 class from Al-
gebra II regular were 
required to take a more 
rigorous trigonometry 
course in order to move 
into calculus. 

BY AashnaMukerji

Course to resolve problems

 TRIG on pg. 5

CLASSESMATH CLASS PROPOSAL
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The added Trig/Pre-Calc 
College Prep class would 
provide students with an 
average path through math-
ematics. Repetition of trigo-
nometry will no longer be 
necessary.  If approved, the 
math class will begin during 
the 2012-13 school year.

 Benefits of an 
additional class

falconfigures
Fewer hours of 
instructional time 
in first semester 
compared to last year28
Days in first semester, 
compared to 97 in 
second semester84
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senior Ariel Cheng

I’m glad that our 
winter break is 
actually a break, but 
I’m annoyed that we 
get out right before 
Christmas.”

How do you feel about the 
new finals schedule?

junior Tyler Bakke

I like having finals 
before break, but 
I really don’t care 
about the new 
order of finals.”

sophomore Manini Desai

The schedule 
change will be 
more relaxing; we 
won’t spend break 
studying.”

MICHELLE SHU

C RUN C H
LEFT: Junior Nadya Shahin studies during tutorial 
for AP US History to prepare for an AP test simu-
lation on Dec. 12. 

BOTTOM: History teacher Jeffrey Scott teaches 
juniors about past U.S. president Calvin Coolidge.

BY MeganBenzing
& RohanRajeev

As the shorter first semester ends, 
students and teachers feel a...
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Drama movie night brings costumes, 
laughs and sing-alongs

Giulia Curcelli does not go 
to school with most of the oth-
er juniors of Saratoga, but that 
is not to say she doesn’t go to 
school.

Curcelli, who attended SHS 
as an underclassman, now at-
tends the Middle College Pro-
gram at West Valley College. 

According to Curcelli, more 
than 100 students from Sara-
toga, Los Gatos and Campbell 
participate in the program, 
about half of whom are juniors. 
The program, open only to up-
perclassmen, allows students 
to fulfill all their high school 
requirements in a college set-
ting, simultaneously racking 
up college credits. All classes 
are held at WVC.

Curcelli said she didn’t 
“click” with the environment 
at Saratoga High.

“When looking into the pro-
gram, I liked the wider range 
of classes that I would be able 
to take and I liked the diversity 
amongst all of the students,” 
Curcelli said. 

Unlike some college pre-
paratory schools, the Middle 
College Program tuition is 
completely free, making it at-
tractive to students looking 
for the college experience but 
worried about potential costs. 

This is because the Middle 

College program is considered 
part of the district, and the kids 
in the program are still consid-
ered high school students. 

Curcelli’s classes take place 
at wider ranging times than at 
Saratoga High. For instance, 
she has math class Tuesday 
and Thursday nights from 6:30 
to 9. 

Although Middle College 
offers considerable freedom in 
terms of choosing classes, Cur-
celli said the cons might out-
weigh the pros for many kids.

Although Middle College 
student athletes can practice 
with the West Valley teams, 
they cannot compete with 
them. Also, students who are 
members of drama produc-
tions, student government, 
most clubs, journalism and 
MAP will be unable to contin-
ue their participation in these 
programs if they choose to at-
tend Middle College.

“There are fewer typical 
high school experiences,” Cur-
celli said, “but there are tons of 
other benefits. For me person-
ally, Middle College lets me 
build my own schedule, so I 
have more time for things like 
volunteering and exploring 
other interests.”

Curcelli said one thing 
holding her back at SHS was 
the newspaper class; she had 
been a reporter/layout artist 

and was slated to become one 
of the business managers for 
the Falcon had she continued.  

“The biggest factor holding 
me at the high school was defi-
nitely being on the newspaper 
staff,” Curcelli said. “I wa-
vered back and forth between 
my two options a lot because 
of newspaper, and I do miss 
being on staff.”

“The teachers [in the Middle 
College] focus more on each 
student’s success and I feel like 
I can grow more when I’m not 
worried about competing with 
other people,” Curcelli said. 
“Even in my high school core 
classes, my teachers have more 
college-like philosophies. They 
focus on eliminating busy 
work, and they are always 
available to help students.” 

Although she is a proponent 
of Middle College academics, 
Curcelli now has to make an 
effort if she ever wants to meet 
with her high school friends.

Curcelli said she enjoys 
Middle College enough that 
she is not thinking of coming 
back to SHS.

“For me, Middle College 
primarily means two things: 
first, I can enjoy my education 
while still learning, and sec-
ond, I can have a life outside of 
school,” Curcelli said.

Visit the lgsuhsd.org website 
for more information. u
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news
briefs

“All will be revealed Dec. 1,” read numerous post-
ers around the school in mid-November. Students were 
baffled as they contemplated what all the fuss could be 
about.

Soon, the morning announcements gave it away: Dra-
ma Boosters was hosting a “Nightmare Before Christmas” 
movie night.

The Thermond Drama Center filled with students in 
pajamas and and a few in costume, ready to relax and en-
joy the show. 

Though the event was planned by the Drama Boosters, 
it was mostly student run, according to senior Penny Bur-
gess. However, there were teacher hosts who made sure 
everything ran smoothly during the two viewings.

“[Eileen] Allen and [Tony] Palma were generous 
enough to be our administrative ‘hosts,’” parent of sopho-
more Annelise Nussbacher and Drama Boosters member 
Loretta Nussbacher said.

Students were encouraged to dress in costume or bring 
stuffed animals.

“It [was] totally cozy, there [were] beanbags and blan-
kets,” Burgess said.

Each ticket was $5 and included a raffle ticket for a 
“Nightmare Before Christmas” themed gift basket. At the 
end of each showing, Burgess and junior Kristen Jensen 
had won the two movie-themed gift baskets. The event 
raised a few hundred dollars for the drama program, and 
each showing was attended by about 30 people. 

“The movie was full screen on the wall and the sound 
system was great,” Nussbacher said. “It was fun and we 
will do it  again but more as a fun event [as opposed to a 
fundraiser].”

— Wren Sutterfield
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Junior takes alternate path

Senior Akash Kar delivers a speech to Amy Obenour’s fourth-period Health/Driver’s Ed class on Dec. 
9. Leadership students began preparing for the anti-bullying presentation early in the year, working in 
tandem with Kar’s non-profit suicide prevention organization, Crisis Education and Support (CrisisES).

APES students discover their eco-footprints 

Senior Ruchie Bhardwaj found herself carrying around 
more than her backpack on the week of Nov. 28. Bhardwaj 
was one of the 87 students in AP Environmental Science 
who had to collect the trash they accumulated in bags they 
kept on their person, a task designed to remind them of 
the amount of garbage they generated in a week.

Most students don’t think twice before we toss some-
thing in the trash, a habit APES teacher Kristen Thomson 
has been trying to break. 

“It’s a sort of a self-awareness thing I like to do,” said 
Thomson, who has been running the project every year 
APES has been offered. 

At the end of the collection period on Dec. 5, students 
were required to do a lab write-up analyzing both the 
amount and variety of the garbage they had collected, 
paying attention to food, paper waste and hazardous ma-
terials.

Many students found the project extremely effective 
and informative. 

“As an awareness program, it was definitely effective,” 
senior Ali Kothari said. “It made me realize how much 
trash I  really produce.”

Others found that they tended to use a large amount of 
certain items.

“The amount of paper surprised me the most,” Bhard-
waj said. “When I study, I like to write down formulas and 
such and ended up using a lot of paper.”

Both Kothari and Bhardwaj were inspired to make small 
changes in their lifestyle as a result of the project. 

“[The project] made me realize how much could be 
saved,” Kothari said. “I don’t always need to take a plastic 
bag for my sandwich; I can put it in a reusable container or 
I can take my own cup to Starbucks, just small things like 
that make a big difference.”

— Anshu Siripurapu

Drama club hosts interactive movie night  

no presents

1-5 presents

6-9 presents

10+ presents

How many presents do you get over the holidays?

—Aashna Mukerji and David Sparkman

81 Students Surveyed

upcomingevents
Finals weekDec. 19-23

School startsJan. 9

Winter Break beginsDec. 23

     Jan. 12 MAP Comedy Sportz
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Drama students have 
eagerly started working on 
the spring musical, “South 
Pacific,” and for many of them, 
the famous musical holds a 
dear place in their hearts. 

Senior Penelope Burgess, 
one of the leads, has fond 
childhood memories of the 
musical. 

“I used to watch the film 
version of ‘South Pacific’ all 
the time as a kid, so of course 
it became a childhood dream 
every time I watched it to 
someday be able to sing those 
songs and act out the part 
myself,” Burgess said.

The musical revolves around 
two interracial relationships. 
The first relationship is between 
Nellie, played by Burgess, a 
nurse from Arkansas who was 
born in a racially prejudiced 
household, and Emile, a 
French planter played by 
senior Anshu Siripurapu, who 
was previously married and 
had children by a Polynesian 
woman. 

The second relationship 
is between    American naval 
officer Lieutenant   Cable, 
played  by  junior  Ethan 
Drohan,  and Liat, a Polynesian 
girl played by Miharu 
Morishita, who lives on the 
island where he is stationed.

Due to the racism 
prevalent during Nellie and 
Cable’s childhoods, both of 
their relationships are quite 

complicated. The issues 
encountered by the couples 
will be explored by the actors 
and are the driving force of the 
musical’s plot.

The drama departmentís 
interpretation of the musical 
will differ from the well-known 
Rodgers and Hammerstein 
show-tune musical that 
premiered on Broadway in 
1949. 

“[Drama teacher Karin] 
Babbitt, the director, is planning 
on emphasizing the themes of 
destruction and loss in ‘South 
Pacific,’” Burgess said. “It’s 
very dark.”

Despite the heavy topics the 
musical will cover, there will 
also be light-hearted moments 
from senior Josh Harris’s 
character, Billis. 

“I will dance in a grass skirt, 
coconut bra and blonde wig. 
And it’s not even my birthday,” 
Harris said jokingly.

On the technical side, 
many students are taking the 
responsibility for the design 
aspects of the show. Sophomore 
Annelise Nussbacher is in 
charge of costumes, junior Mia 
Hammond will lead make-up 
and hair and junior D.J. Traina 
will be designing the set.

“I’ve always wanted to have 
an opportunity to design a set 
and not build using someone 
else’s plans,” Traina said.

As in the past, the show 
will be stage-managed by 
senior Natalie Berg, who has 
also done  the same job with 
shows such  as “Our Town,” 

“Anything Goes,” and most 
recently “Tartuffe.”

Choir director Jim Yowell 
will direct vocals, and an 
orchestra formed specifically 
for the show will perform.

“South Pacific” spins a 
great musical score and dance 
numbers into a timeless 
tale that skillfully alternates 
between romance, prejudice, 
comedy and war. 

“It’s a delight to get to 
sing and perform Rogers 
and Hammerstein, and itís 
amazing how much of the 
dramatic content is relevant 
today,” Harris said. u

Students talk to classes 
about dangers of bullying

The ASB is hosting several 
charity drives in the spirit of the 
holidays that will run up until 
Dec. 22.

The charities include One 
Warm Coat, Second Harvest 
Food Drive, Gifts for Teens and 
the Family Giving Tree. Stu-
dents and parents are encour-
aged to bring in new and used 
coats of all sizes, canned foods, 
new toiletries, makeup, hair-
brushes, toothbrushes and other 
new cosmetic or hygienic items, 
as well as games, T-shirts, hand-
held electronics, sports watch-
es, movie tickets, CDs, cameras 
and food gift-certificates. 

There are also Family Giving 
Tree cards that have a child’s 
specific Christmas wish. The 
cards can be picked up in the 
main office and the unwrapped 
gift and card can be dropped off 
in the main office as well.

All items can be dropped off 

in the main office unwrapped 
and in either a new or gently 
used condition. Canned foods 
can be dropped off in bins in 
both the main office and stu-
dents’ corresponding class ad-
visers’ rooms. The cans dropped 
off in the class advisers’ rooms 
will be counted as class points 
that contribute to the class com-
petition.

ASB has been hosting One 
Warm Coat, Family Giving Tree 
and the Second Harvest Food 
Drive for several years, and de-
cided to sponsor Gifts for Teens 
this year as well.

“We decided to also sponsor 
Gifts for Teens because it focus-
es on kids our age,” ASB presi-
dent Anshu Siripurapu said.

According to Siripurapu, the 
ASB is hoping for school-wide 
participation in the drives.

“It’s important for a school 
as fortunate as ours to give back 
to the community, especially at 
a time when a lot of people are 
struggling,” Siripurapu said. u 

A group of 10 Leadership stu-
dents, led by senior Akash Kar, has 
decided to monitor, minimize and 
eliminate bullying by having interac-
tive discussions during classes. 

Kar also runs a non-profit organi-
zation, Crisis Education and Support, 
that focuses on suicide protection. 

Working together, the Leadership 
students and Crisis Education and 
Support are taking steps to combat 
bullying at school and online, in 
many ways that are not commonly 
seen.

“We are working on discussions 
to educate [students] on bullying 
and to teach people that bullying is 
really not OK,” Kar said. 

He said these discussions will not 
be based on lecture, but on student 
input and responses. The presenta-
tions will not only speak about the 
perpetrators of bullying, but also 
how to behave as victims or  by-
standers. 

“We’ll also talk about what to do 
if you’re a victim  of bullying or a by-
stander of bullying, [such as] seeing 
it online,” Kar said. “[We want to] 
discuss how to approach bullying, 
and what to do about it.”

Kar felt compelled to start this ef-
fort based on what he sees as an in-
crease in bullying among students, a 
problem he says requires immediate 
attention.

 “Sophomore quad day was one 
of the biggest reasons we brought it 

to Saratoga High because it made it 
painfully clear that bullying has be-
come more and more prevalent in 
ways that they are not traditional,” 
Kar said. “The main trigger was see-
ing, in a public setting, the entire 
school becoming somewhat of a bul-
ly itself.”  

Junior Deborah Soung, a Lead-
ership student who has joined the 
anti-bullying effort, believes that 
additional emphasis on bullying 
prevention by peers is needed to im-
prove the situation. 

“This past year, there have been 
presentations and programs inside 
and outside the school for the sopho-
mores.  We’ve had administrators 
talk to their parents and the kids, but 
nothing has really helped,” Soung 
said. 

Motivated by  the hope of reduc-
ing student harassment at school, 
the Leadership students meet with 
Kar every Tuesday and Thursday 
at lunch, and have begun working 
on the discussions that will occur in 
classes. (Kar declined to give details 
of the class discussions). 

 “We are currently working on im-
plementation right now, and we will 
be implementing [the program] this 
year with more information coming 
later,” Kar said.

With bullying seeming to be a big-
ger problem these days because of 
sites like Tumblr and Facebook, Kar 
feels as though spreading awareness 
is needed.

“There is no more waiting on 
this,” Kar said. “We have to act.” u

Musical tackles tough topics 

ASB holds holiday drives
BY IzzyAlbert
& ShivaniChadha
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charityDraMa
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The office holds cardboard boxes for the different charity drives.

SAT  English
Improve Your English Tutoring Services presents

Improve Your English Tutoring Services 
is a business unit of IYE, Inc.

aBuild your vocabulary

aMaster the Critical  
Reading passages

aIdentify attributes of  
good SAT writing

aReceive detailed feedback on  
each essay you write

aLearn to spot and fix  
sentence correction errors

aLearn effective test-taking  
techniques

About Your Instructor
Before joining Improve Your English 
Tutoring Services, Dr. Marla Wick 
taught basic and advanced courses in writing, 
rhetoric, grammar and mechanics, research, 
and critical thinking at the University at 
Buffalo. She is an experienced writer, editor, 
and SAT instructor with a PhD in American 
Literature from the University at Buffalo.

Contact us today!
(     408.358.5454
-    SATclass@improveyourenglish.com
8     www.improveyourenglish.com

When?
Saturdays, 
9:00 am to 12:30 pm 
January 7 to March 3, 2012 

Where?
265 Sobrante Way, Suite F
Sunnyvale, CA 94086 

Tuition is $630.

BY AndyFang
& ElijahYi

BY AndyFang
& WrenSutterfield
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Nellie
Penny Burgess

Emile
Anshu Siripurapu

Billis
Josh Harris

Lt. Cable
 Ethan Drohan

Brackett
Clayton Brown

Harbison
Mac Hyde

Liat
Miharu Morishita

Bloody Mary
Anjalika Goyal

South Pacific
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Science fair cheSS

School considers adding Khan Academy

BY EvalineJu

BY WrenSutterfield

With the first semester drawing to a 
close, some students are already plan-
ning for their second semester activities 
such as the annual science fair. The 2012 
Synopsis Championship hosted by the 
Santa Clara Valley Science and Engi-
neering Fair Association takes place on 
March 7. 

The most recent deadline for the fair 
was Nov. 11 for projects requiring SRC 
(Scientific Review Committee) approv-
al. 

As of the dead-
line, there were 
three Saratoga 
entries. Students 
gave their papers 
to science teacher 
Bob Kucer to be 
submitted.

Juniors Ramya 
Swami and Sanjna 
Verma have teamed 
together for their project, entitled “Ef-
fects of Dietary Vitamin D on the Pro-
gression of Breast Tumors in Mice.”

The two decided on the topic because 
Swami’s mother, Srilatha Swami, works 
as an endocrinologist at Stanford Uni-
versity, and the girls found the subject 
fascinating.

“The most interesting part for me 
was learning what we were actually go-
ing to do,” Verma said.

They have not begun the experiment 
yet since they have to undergo a re-
quired training program to work in the 
lab at Stanford. During second semes-
ter, the two will work in the lab under 
the guidance of Swami’s mother.

Junior Jackie Gu has decided to com-
pete in the science fair for the second 
year in a row. Her project this year is 
called “Chemical Mapping of Ribo-
somal RNA extracted from S. cerevisiae 

cells,” which deals with RNA in yeast 
cells. 

This past summer, Gu returned to the 
Stanford biochemistry department lab 
where she has worked for the past two 
summers. Professor Rhiju Das, whom 
she works under the guidance of, gave 
her directions for her project. Gu then 
conducted research and decided the 
most appealing direction. 

During the summer, Gu spent seven 
hours a day, five days a week in the lab. 

“Mapping the synthetic primers with 
the natural ‘in vivo’ RNA was pretty 

cool,” Gu said. 
Since then, she 

has not returned 
to the lab but plans 
to spend at least 
10 hours a week in 
the upcoming se-
mester to meet her 
deadline. 

 “I have to basi-
cally do the project 

all over again to corroborate the result 
of the experiment with more evidence, 
[since] the more times you repeat an ex-
periment and come out with the same 
result, the more valid your hypothesis 
is,” Gu said. 

In the next few months, students will 
have to complete their experiments and 
research. 

By early March, they will have to put 
together poster boards, prepare presen-
tations and formulate answers to pos-
sible questions from the judges. 

Students will compete for merit priz-
es and special awards from local organi-
zations. Winners of individual divisions 
will compete in the California State 
Science Fair in Los Angeles on May 1. 
Grand prize winners will receive a trip 
to the Intel ISEF (International Science 
and Engineering Fair) in Pittsburgh, Pa., 
during the middle of May. u

Preparations begin for 
Synopsis Championship

Team rebuilds in league, 
expected to place third

Turn on many “space-age” movies, 
and chances are you’ll find students us-
ing tablets to complete their assignment 
and watching holograms of teachers in-
stead of physical teachers.

These ideas have long seemed futur-
istic and out there, but the future may be 
closer than previously thought. Salman 
Khan, founder of Khan Academy, has 
created a system shockingly close to the 
depictions we see in science fiction. 

This new education program, which 
is already in place in several schools kin-
dergarten through 12th grade, such as 
Palo Alto’s Gunn High School and East 
Palo Alto’s Eastside Prep, may soon be 
added to Saratoga’s curriculum as well.

With Khan Academy, students watch 
an instructional video, then complete 
the exercises that go with it. This seem-
ingly simple idea, however, has evolved 
into an informative, fact-heavy way for 
teachers to explain course material. 

Each teacher at Saratoga would have 
a “dashboard,” with which they can get 
information about how their students 
are doing. They can see which videos 
and exercises students have completed, 
how long it took them, whether they 
need any hints and more. 

Khan contains material in many sub-
jects and at many levels. However, since 
its founder, who makes most of the vid-
eos, has more science and math knowl-
edge, those subjects are covered much 

more heavily than subjects like Art His-
tory, which are taught by other experts . 
 “We currently have close to 3,000 vid-
eos in our library, most of them made by 
Sal,” Khan representative Sundar Subba-
rayan said. “We also have approximately 
250 exercises, growing at a rate of about 
10 per week.”

Khan hopes to soon expand its em-
ployees to include professors who are 
experts in many areas, Subbarayan said. 
This way, the video library will be in-
depth in many areas, not just math and 
science, and the videos can be created by 
reliable sources.

One teacher is already trying out 
Khan’s videos in her calculus classes. 
Audrey Warmuth, who teaches AP Cal-
culus BC and Algebra 2 Honors, has as-
signed a few videos as homework, she 
says, in order to use class time for more 
discussion and homework time as op-
posed to her lecturing.

“They came in already knowing what 
I was going to talk about,” Warmuth 
said. “The Khan Academy videos are 
really good at setting up a foundation, 
but they’re not so good at the nitty-gritty 
teaching elements.” 

Several students have already dis-
covered Khan as a supplemental means 
to their regular school assignments, but 
some consider it to be better as a rein-
forcement aid rather than a study tool.

“[Khan Academy videos] are kind of 
basic, compared to what we’re learning 
in class,” sophomore Anushree Dugar 
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junior Jackie Gu

Mapping the 
synthetic primers 
with the natural 
‘in vivo’ RNA was 
pretty cool.”

After reviewing Khan Academy videos on Dec. 4, junior Colby Guan and senior Jonathan 
Junqua worked on related math in teacher Audrey Warmuth’s period 5 Calculus BC class.

said. “It’s a good foundation for stu-
dents to look at before coming to class, 
but they shouldn’t rely on it to study.”

It is currently unknown how soon, if 
at all, Khan’s system will be included in 
the school’s classrooms on a school-wide 
scale. 

“Ultimately, what we’re trying to do 
is see if this is something that can help us 
free up class time in ways that are ben-
eficial to students, so they can have more 
direct contact with the teacher instead of 
just passively listening,” assistant princi-
pal Kevin Mount said. u

As the tough Bay Area Chess League 
neared its end, the chess team finished 
with a 5-3 record. 

Although league standings will not 
be finalized until later in the month, 
Saratoga is in contention for third 
place.

“We did very well, but Monta Vista 
was definitely a hard school to beat,” 
team president Evan Ye said.

 In the final league match on Nov. 
30, Saratoga played against Monta Vis-
ta, a long-standing rival. Ye was proud 
of the team’s efforts despite the chal-
lenges. He anticipated great obstacles 
against Monta Vista but thought that 
everyone did well against opponents 

with high ratings. 
“Every single player I recognized 

from previous tournaments was rated 
over 1300,” Ye said. “[Senior Brian Wai] 
played against a 2000+.”

The match ended in one draw by Ye 
and two wins by seniors Sabrina Cis-
mas and Sankash Shankar for a 4.5-2.5 
loss. Cismas secured the first point and 
Ye said Shankar helped the team by “el-
egantly sacrificing a few pawns but ul-
timately with a fiery roar...against [op-
ponent Chris Wu’s] destitute king” to 
bring Saratoga’s league participation to 
a satisfying finish. 

The team will advance to the county 
tournament, typically scheduled in the 
last week of January or first week of 
February. u
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Junior Melodie Bellegarda ac-
knowledges how the new sched-
ule could be beneficial, but is 
still unsure and not a fan of the 
change.

“Having finals before break 
is very stressful because now we 
have even less time to study,” 
Bellegarda said. “Everything is 
being crammed into these final 
weeks and some of my teach-
ers are assigning ridiculous 
amounts of assignments because 
they want to fit a certain amount 
of material into first semester.”

This new schedule does not 
only affect students. Teachers are 
also required to change lesson 
plans in accordance to the new 
schedule.

English teacher Cathy Head 
feels more rushed, but thinks the 
change may be good.

“I really like the idea of the 
school, students and staff, having 
a real break between semesters,” 
Head said. “I have concerns 
about the impact on semester 
classes, but I believe the break 
will be a healthy addition to our 
calendar.”

One of the semester classes 
at school is Economics. When 
asked about the change in Sep-

tember, Economics teacher Todd 
Dwyer said that his first semes-
ter students suffer, missing out 
on crucial information that the 
shorter semester does not allow 
him to teach.

According to Dwyer, this fall 
he only has 46 contact days with 
students for a little less than 62 
hours of instructional time. In 
the spring he gets 53 contact 
days for a total of 70.3 hours of 
instructional time.

There are almost nine more 
hours of instruction in the spring, 
which is equivalent to two full 
weeks of instruction plus a Mon-
day, Dwyer said.

“The shortage of time forces 
me to ratchet up the speed of 
instruction in a class that was al-
ready being taught at an acceler-
ated pace,” Dwyer said.

Now that the first semester is 
coming to a close, Dwyer is feel-
ing repercussions. 

“At this juncture, I am none-
too happy about the disparity of 
instructional time between the 
two semesters,” Dwyer said.

In attempt to show a different 
way the district’s calender could 
have been made, Dwyer said 
students in the Santa Clara Uni-
fied School District complete first 
semester finals before the winter 

break, but they begin classes in 
the middle of August, and their 
students finish first semester on 
Dec. 16, with finals taking place 
from Dec. 19-22. They return to 
school on Jan. 3.

“There are better calendars 
out there,” Dwyer said. “I sus-
pect the calendar will be getting 
a makeover for the 2012-13 aca-
demic year.”

Along with changing the 
dates finals take place, the order 
in which finals are taken was al-

tered. In recent years, finals have 
generally not gone numerically 
from first to seventh period. 

“The new schedule is more 
appropriate and logical for stu-
dent learning,” assistant princi-
pal Brian Safine said. 

Some believe this is a reason-
able change, but others don’t 
understand the reason behind 
this. Senior Kenneth Leung sees 
no point in changing the finals 
schedule and has friends who 
find the change unnecessary.

“The new finals schedule 
hasn’t affected me that much; 
because my schedule is spread 
out,” Leung said. “But I have a 
friend who has Calculus BC and 
AP Bio on the same day now.”

Others, like senior Arjay Par-
har, find it less confusing.

“I never understood the old 
order,” Parhar said. “One time I 
ended up studying for the wrong 
pair of tests on Monday. Chang-
ing the schedule to something 
sensible is a really good idea.”   u

continued from pg. 1

that are happening in Europe.”
Sheehy said AP Euro thoroughly ex-

plores historical figures such as German 
chancellor Otto von Bismarck, French 
emperor and president Napoleon III and 
artist-inventor Leonardo da Vinci.

“There’s definitely more social his-
tory,” Sheehy said. “I enjoyed teaching 
the class because it was fun material and 
had a different take. We get to dig in a lit-
tle deeper into some interesting figures, 
because your sole focus here is European 
history.”

Junior Michelle Chan is looking for-
ward to taking the class after her experi-
ence in World History. 

“I’m excited to take AP Euro,” she 
said. “I really enjoyed history last year 
and it would be interesting to focus on 
Europe with all its dictators and wars.”

Although students may relate AP 
Euro to sophomore World History, Shee-

hy stresses that AP Euro is “a demand-
ing class.” 

“The writing is different from what 
you do in AP U.S. History. It’s more de-
manding in AP Euro, if that’s possible. 
There’s a lot of writ-
ing and reading, be-
cause it’s a college 
class,” Sheehy said. 

To keep students 
engaged while 
learning about dif-
ferent leaders in 
Europe, Sheehy 
hopes to limit the 
use of lecture style 
of teaching and 
instead utilize other strategies; for ex-
ample, a trial involving Bismarck would 
explore the “cunning, ruthless, master of 
realpolitik.” 

Junior Deepak Ravikumar is inter-
ested in combining his skills from World 
History and APUSH in next year’s AP 

Euro course. 
“I think by the time students are ju-

niors, they’ve learned some of the con-
tent in AP Euro from sophomore year,” 
Ravikumar said. “Then, by senior year, 

they’ve learned the 
style of taking notes 
and studying for a 
social studies AP 
class like APUSH.”

Because AP 
Euro is not a class 
that students can 
take in place of U.S. 
Government, Shee-
hy suggests that 
interested students 

should talk to their counselors as they 
figure out their schedules. 

Senior Mishi Maniar was disappoint-
ed that she didn’t have the opportunity 
to take the class.

“I am extremely interested in learn-
ing the perspectives for both sides rather 

than just what we learned in APUSH. I 
would have loved to learn about the Re-
naissance periods and medieval times,” 
said Maniar. 

A challenge that Sheehy faced when 
teaching AP Euro was finding a correct 
balance for his students. 

“You’re trying to prepare them for 
the AP test, but at the same time many 
students will say that they are not taking 
the course solely for the credit. They’re 
taking it because they’re truly interested 
in European history,” Sheehy said. “I’m 
always trying to aim for that 50/50, so 
it’s not all about the test.”

Sheehy’s first AP Euro was comprised 
of mainly seniors and some juniors, the 
majority of whom stayed motivated 
throughout the year.

“Hopefully, there may even be enough 
interest for two classes,” Sheehy said. “I 
loved teaching AP Euro. It was great. I 
really enjoyed the subject matter and I’m 
looking forward to teaching it again.” u

continued from pg. 1

“It was always really weird 
to repeat the Trig,” math teacher 
Debra Troxell said. “We didn’t 
have a path for average kids 
to go from Algebra II regular 
through a regular Trig/Pre-Calc 
and go to calculus.”

Because so many eighth 
graders are succeeding in 
Algebra I, Geometry has 
become the entry-level math 
class for many freshmen, Safine 
said. In order to address the 
changes in student abilities, the 
math department is providing a 
route to calculus for the average 
student, not just the honors 
student. 

“It is an appropriate third 
path through mathematics, 
where there had primarily been 
two before,” Safine said. 

Students who take Algebra 
I as freshmen would have 

the option to take a regular 
trigonometry course in their 
senior year and end with Pre-
Calculus. About 60 percent 
of students take Geometry as 
freshmen, Safine said. Of those 
students, only those who select 
the honors route are currently 
able to take calculus as seniors. 

Trig/Pre-Calc regular allows 
for the rest of those students to 
take calculus or statistics without 
repeating trigonometry.

Safine believes that the 
current arrangement can 
sometimes be an awkward 
progression. A senior in a 
densely sophomore-populated 
Trig/Pre-Calc Honors class can 
be an unwieldy mix, when the 
younger kids are highly devoted 
to the subject.

Safine added that three 
distinct levels of trigonometry 
will enable the school to meet 
the needs of all students.

Senior Mishi Maniar believes 
that students should not have 
to resort to taking an important 
math class like Trig/Pre-Calc 
honors, especially when they 
face other external pressures.

“Math isn’t my best subject, 
so I chose Trig/Math 4. I’m 
positive I would have taken 
the class if it had been offered 
this year,” Maniar said. “I 
really wanted calculus on my 
transcript. Taking a regular 
Trig/Pre-Calc course would 
have been ideal.”

Concepts from Trig/Pre-
Calc Honors will be simplified, 
but will still meet California 
standards and prepare students 
for calculus.

“There’s certainly support 
from the school level,” Safine 
said. “We’re always encouraged 
to see different ideas that work 
to support students and their 
different learning styles.” u

TRIG  New math class may be added next year

junior Michelle Chan

I really enjoyed 
history last year 
and it would be 
interesting to 
focus on Europe.”

AP EURO  Sheehy to teach European history

FINALS  New schedule provokes debate

FALCON // DYLAN JEW

Junior Justin Chiang focuses on his studies in AP Chemistry in preparation for the upcoming finals week.
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The school already has 
policies in place that ban 
athletes from playing if 
they do not attend a full 

day of school. 

senior Sophie Kang

Yes, skipping class 
is becoming so 
common that the 
problem is out of 
hand.”

junior Matt Yee

No, students who 
miss class have to 
make up the work, 
so it only hurts 
them.”

Does the school 
need stricter policy 
for students who 
miss classes before 
tests? sophomore Priyanka Krishnamurti

No, I don’t think 
it’s a necessary 
change; it’s 
not that big a 
problem.”

    action neeDeD to stop stuDents from skipping class to score higher 

It’s 2 a.m. the night before that AP 
Bio test and you are starting to nod 
off, but there’s still a few more hours 

of studying to be done. The thought of 
sleep is tempting, especially since the 
test is not until third period. You think, 
“Maybe if I skipped first and second pe-
riod I could still get an A...”

It has become a growing trend for 
students with tests later in the day to 
skip the preceding periods to gain the 
unfair advantage of additional sleep or 
studying, a trend that must be reversed. 
Abuse of the attendance policy for aca-
demic gain undermines the policy of ac-
ademic integrity that our school strives 
to uphold.

The school already has policies in 
place that ban athletes from playing 
games if they do not attend the full day 

of school, and it is against school rules 
to participate in any production, includ-
ing those for theater or band, if a student 
misses more than half of a school day. 
The school should 
do the same for 
students who skip 
the beginning of 
school to study for 
tests.

Most students 
expect to stay up 
late before a ma-
jor exam for last-minute cramming and 
studying. This lack of sleep on nights 
leading up to tests obviously affects test 
performance. Students who skip earlier 
periods to sleep in have a better chance 
of scoring higher than someone who 
studied the same amount but did not 

sleep as long. 
Students also 

use those earlier 
periods as even 
more study-
ing time, giving 
them even more 
of an unfair ad-
vantage. 

Although not as overt as looking at 
another students paper or smuggling 
notes into tests, skipping other classes to 
gain extra study time does give students 

an unfair advan-
tage and teachers 
and administra-
tors should take 
appropriate action 
to prevent it.

Teachers should 
enforce a policy 
that students must 

be present in their previous classes in or-
der to take an exam in later ones. The act 
of skipping other periods, even for aca-
demic benefit, is against the attendance 
policy. 

Students are only excused from 
school for illnesses, medical or dental 
appointments and emergencies. How-
ever, students will often lie, saying that 
they have a doctor’s appointment in or-
der to obtain an excused absence after 
their early-morning, last-minute study-
ing session. 

Since the school is not able to deter-
mine whether the student’s excuse is 
truly legitimate, it would be unfair to 

the students with legitimate excused ab-
sences to not be allow test make-ups. 

Therefore, the school should employ 
stricter policies for excused absences 
such as doctor’s appointments and ill-
nesses in order to ensure truthfulness. 
Students should be required to give a 
doctor’s note to verify that they have 
actually been to the doctor’s office, com-
plete with a doctor’s note..

Parents also play a large role in this 
issue. They are just as accountable for 
upholding academic integrity as their 
children are, and when they are dishon-
estly excusing their child’s absence they 
must realize that they are indirectly en-
couraging their children to cheat. Before 
falsely calling in a student as sick, par-
ents need to consider whether what they 
are doing is the proper course of conduct 
not only for other students, but for their 
own child. 

Ultimately, effecting a change such as 
this will require effort on the parts of all 
who are involved. With parents, teach-
ers and administrators working togeth-
er, fewer students will miraculously re-
cover from morning illness before taking 
tests later in the day. u
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HPV vaccines should be marketed to males

The topic of vaccination for girls 
against the human papillomavirus 
(HPV) has received a large amount of 
attention not only in doctors’ offices, 
but in the media and, more recently, in 
politics. TV commercials have launched 
a “One Less” campaign proclaiming 
that each HPV vaccination will result in 
one less woman to develop HPV-related 
cervical cancer; and Texas governor and 
presidential candidate Rick Perry has re-
cently drawn criticism for his mandate 
requiring all young girls to be vaccinat-
ed against the virus. 

Although there is a large amount of 
coverage surrounding HPV awareness 
in females, one essential component is 
clearly being left out of the equation—
males.

 Rather than solely focusing on pro-
moting the female vaccination to prevent 
HPV, governments and health agencies 
should promote vaccinations for males 
as well. 

There is a common misconception 
that females are the only group that is 
majorly affected by HPV, since the virus 
can cause cervical cancer in women. 

However, HPV doesn’t only lead to 
cervical cancer, it can cause an array of 
uncomfortable cancers and diseases in 
both men and women. 

In both females and males, HPV is 
known to cause anal cancer, genital 
warts, oropharyngeal cancer (cancer of 
the back of the throat, including tonsils 
and the base of the tongue), and recur-
rent respiratory papillomatosis (which 
causes warts to grow in the back of the 
throat). 

In males, HPV is also known to cause 
penile cancer. 

According to the Center for Disease 
Control (CDC), there are 40 types of 
HPV. HPV 16 and 18 are responsible 
for about 70 percent of cervical cancers 
and 90 percent of anal cancers. HPV 16 
is responsible for many kinds of throat 
cancers. 

Cervarix and Gardasil are the two 
HPV vaccines available to patients. 
Although Cervarix has only been ap-
proved for usage in females, Gardasil 
is licensed and approved for safe usage 
in both males and females ranging from 
ages 9 to 25. 

The CDC further reports that in-

creased emphasis has been placed on 
the vaccination of women because about 
12,000 women are diagnosed with cervi-
cal cancer every year, and around 4,000 
women die from cervical cancer annu-
ally. 

Even though the numbers are small-
er for men, with 1,500 developing anal 
cancer, 400 developing penile cancer 
and 5,600 developing oropharyngeal 
cancers every year, they should not be 
disregarded and neglected in the fight 
against HPV. 

In addition to the lack of awareness 
surrounding the need of males to receive 
the HPV vaccine, there is a significant 
need to promote the effects of HPV on 
males. 

Penile cancer, for example, is a hor-
rific and painful form of cancer that sur-
prisingly receives little to no attention in 
the media. 

If one summons the courage to look 
up penile cancer in a medical textbook, 
the image is shocking—a twisted, con-
torted, and painfully split open piece of 
flesh, disfigured due to the formation of 
tumors. 

Maybe the parents of young boys 
would be quick to have their sons vac-
cinated against HPV if they were to be  
shown the devastating images of such 
cancers that HPV-afflicted males can de-
velop. 

It may not seem very critical to vacci-
nate boys against HPV. The fact that only 
a few thousand males end up developing 
cancer out of the 20 million sexually ac-
tive Americans who currently have HPV 
makes the vaccine seem not as crucial. 

However, it is foolish to simply as-
sume that an immune system will be 
able to fight off HPV. 

The HPV vaccination would rule out 
any possibility of infecting another per-
son with the virus and provide protec-
tion against cancers and warts. 

Vaccination of men would lower stag-
gering numbers of people infected with 
HPV, because it would prevent trans-
mission of the virus from males to their 
partners.

The lack of awareness surrounding 
HPV in males is astounding, since the 
cancers caused by HPV can easily be 
prevented by a vaccine. 

If males as well as females received 
the HPV vaccine, thousands of lives 
could be spared from the brutal cancers 
and side effects that HPV can potentially 
cause. People should take advantage of 
the opportunity to get vaccinated.u

BY SophieMattson

Vaccinating men 
would lower stagger-
ing numbers of people 
infected with HPV by 

preventing 
transmission.

Iconic Pennsylvania State University 
head football coach Joe Paterno said, ”I 
did what I was supposed to do.” But, 
in fact, not one person of Penn State’s 
staff—coaches, faculty, assistants or 
administrators—did what he was sup-
posed to do. If proper action had been 
taken, an alleged child molester could 
have been stopped years ago.

The scandal centers around former 
assistant coach and defensive coordi-
nator Jerry Sandusky, who is facing 
charges of sexually assaulting or having 
inappropriate contact with at least eight 
underage boys. Paterno was notified of 
one of the incidents in 2002 by a witness, 
assistant coach Mike McQueary.

Instead of contacting police, Paterno 
reported to athletic director Tim Curley, 
who then informed Gary Schultz, the 
vice president of finance and business. 

Ultimately, the only action taken by 
Curley and Schultz was to order San-
dusky not to bring any children from 
Second Mile (a charity Sandusky found-
ed in 1977 to help troubled young boys) 
to the football building—a motion that 
was approved by school president Gra-
ham Spanier.

From 1994 to 2009, Sandusky has 
been indicted on 40 counts of child mo-
lestation.

One of the victims, known only to the 
public as Victim 1, was bullied because 
of the fallout of the scandal on the Penn 
State community. The abuse went so far 
that he had to switch high schools. Some 
die-hard Penn State fans blame vic-
tims for the firing of their beloved head 
coach, Paterno, who oversaw the team 
for 46 years.

Let it be known that in no way, shape 
or form are the victims to be blamed for 

the misjudgment and inaction of the 
people who were supposed to protect 
them. The consequences that Pa-
terno and his cohorts now face 
are absolutely justified.

After the mistreatment 
of Victim 1 came to light, 
Paterno’s attorney, J. 
Sedgwick Sollers, stat-
ed: "Coach Paterno 
strongly condemns 
harassment of 
any kind, and 
he asks anyone 
who truly cares 
about Penn 
State to con-
duct them-
selves hon-
orably with 
respect for 
others." 

It seems 
that Paterno 
is trying to do 
all that he can 
to make up for 
not acting like a 
responsible and 
decent human 
being before. He could have avoided the 
scandal entirely if he had gone to the po-
lice when McQueary came to him.

It is rare to charge someone for failing 
to act, unless a special relationship, such 
as a parent and child relationship, ex-
ists. In some states, doctors and teachers 
must report suspected child abuse. 

Since no “bad bystander laws” ex-
ist in Pennsylvania, the state should 
implement a law such as California and 
Nevada’s Sherrice Iverson Law, which 
charges bystanders who fail to report a 
sexual or physical  crime  upon minors 
with fines and jail time. Protecting people 

against 
violent 

c r i m e s 
g r e a t l y 

o u t w e i g h s 
the privacy of 

a bystander.
A lack of action 

by Penn State leader-
ship led to a decade of 

freedom for an alleged sexual 
predator. Where was the school’s cour-

age and compassion?
The answers lie in the ingrained cul-

ture of the school. It appears that the 
football-centered Penn State feared los-
ing Paterno after he covered for San-
dusky, a long-time friend and assistant 
coach. 

To fans, administrators and coaches, 
adding to the wins column was sadly 
more important than protecting the 
young victims. 

To prevent future tragedies like the 
one at Penn State, leaders must deter-
mine the difference between right and 
wrong and speak out against wrongdo-
ing or suffer the consequences. u

BY NikhilGoel

FALCON // JOANNA LEE



8 OPINION December 16, 2011 saratogafalcon
THE

BY NickChow
& NelsonWang

As the world grows even more tech-
nologically oriented, American schools 
are struggling to catch up. Recently, a 
study surveying California public el-
ementary schools has shed further light 
on the dire situation. 

In an October 2011 study sponsored 
by San Francisco education think-tank 
WestEd, researchers determined that 
40 percent of public elementary school 
teachers say they spend an hour or less 
teaching science per week. It also con-
cluded that only about 10 percent of 
elementary schools regularly provide 
quality science learning opportunities, 
such as science-related field trips and 
laboratory experiments. 

More than half of these schools’ prin-
cipals have admitted that the students 
will not get a quality science education 
by the time they enter middle school.

The reason for this near absence of 
science education for elementary schools 
is the ridiculous amount of pressure to 
teach reading and math for the end-of-
the-year standardized testing. 

Granted, both reading and math are 

important core subjects, but there is no 
reason science should be so neglected. 
Unfortunately, when budget cuts strike 
schools, administrators concentrate on 
improving test scores in futile efforts to 
maintain school funding.

To start, the No Child Left Behind 
Act (NCLB) passed in 2001 should be 
changed. NCLB requires states to devel-
op basic skills assessments to be admin-
istered to all students in certain grades 
in order to qualify for federal funding.

Since the initiation of NCLB,  pub-
lic school teachers have been pressured 
to have their students score the high-
est possible on state-wide standardized 

tests by often teaching narrow test-limit-
ed knowledge. Since science is not a sub-
ject tested on most state-standardized 
exams, many elementary schools focus 
heavily on reading and math while es-
sentially forgoing science.

NCLB should be changed so it does 
not put as much weight on standard-
ized test scores. As a result, teachers will 
not be as pressured to cram reading and 
math test material into elementary school 
education and can supplement students’ 
learning with science education.

In addition, teachers should be man-
dated to teach a set minimum number of 
hours of quality science per week. After 
setting a mandatory amount of time, 
some funding should be moved from the 
English and math curricula to science. 

Science education for elementary stu-
dents should not be limited to the class-
room. If the state provides schools with 
the necessary funds, students will be 
able to embark on field trips, learn real, 
practical uses of science and foster a life-
long interest in the sciences.

This increased funding will allow 
schools to hire specialized science teach-
ers instead of relying on untrained teach-
ers to teach a subject they know little 

about. Having even only one of these 
specialized science teachers will help 
ease the burden on elementary school 
teachers who have little training in sci-
ence.

Alternatively as a last resort, since 
NCLB is a law that is focused on evaluat-
ing schools only based on standardized 
test scores, science could simply become 
part of standardized tests. 

As a nation, Americans need to realize 
the crucial importance of science educa-
tion. Science is everywhere. Everything 
in today’s society involves some form of 
science, whether it is using the Internet, 
or using a microwave to heat up food. 

As a result, most of the jobs in the 
21st century will be in STEM-related 
areas (science, technology, engineering 
and mathematics). The STEM fields are 
expanding rapidly, making it critical for 
children to have a quality science edu-
cation so they can be competitive in the 
international job market. 

An increase in time spent on science 
in elementary schools would greatly al-
low students to establish a better foun-
dation, providing an easier time in later 
grades and preparing them for better 
futures. u

Elementary schools need more science education
bigideaTH

E

Who needs to take action
Both the state and the elementary schools 
themselves must make big changes.

The reason behind it all
Young students are receiving little quality 
science education. While science is be-
coming increasingly important in the world 
today, time spent teaching it is decreasing.

Increasing grade school science

—Will Edman and Anika Jhalani

Strengths: Perry is the steady main-
stream conservative and is unlikely to 
sway from his beliefs. He is the current 
governor of Texas, giving him experi-
ence voters will value. He has had some 
foreign policy experience since his state 
often deals with border issues with Mex-
ico.
Weaknesses:  Hurt by his history as a 
former Democrat and a number of em-
barrassing gaffes during the debates, 
Perry has been struggling, but it is still 
too early to count him out.

Strengths: Long seen as the GOP front-
runner, Romney has the name recogni-
tion, the experience as former governor 
of Massachusetts and the know-how 
with his success in business. In a time 
of economic hardship, many Republican 
voters feel Romney is their best bet.
Weaknesses: Romney has been harsh-
ly criticized by his opponents because 
of the health care reform he enacted in 
Massachusetts that many claim is too 
similar to President Obama’s reforms. 
He is often portrayed as a flip-flopper.

Strengths: The fiery Minnesota Con-
gresswoman enjoyed her brief months 
of stardom during the early months of 
the race. She has great appeal among 
many of the social conservatives and the 
evangelical right.
Weaknesses: Bachmann’s flame fizzled 
after Texas Gov. Rick Perry entered the 
race, eclipsing her. She has made a num-
ber of gaffes, mistakenly believing that 
the battles of Concord and Lexington 
took place in New Hampshire and that 
HPV vaccinations can cause autism. 

Strengths: As former speaker of the 
House, Congressmen and author, Gin-
grich is a man who understands policy 
and has had considerable experience on 
the national stage. Though his campaign 
had a slow start, Gingrich’s support is 
climbing as his success in debates in-
creases. 
Weaknesses:  Considered a flip-flopper 
and a “Washington insider” by some, 
Gingrich has personal history difficult to 
escape including two divorces and pay-
ments he received as a consultant.

Strengths: Huntsman is a moderate 
who has outlined the most detailed eco-
nomic plan among the candidates. He 
also has the most foreign policy expe-
rience out of all the candidates, having 
previously served as the U.S. ambassa-
dor to China.
Weaknesses: Because he has the least 
amount of funding among the candi-
dates, and he lacks the charisma and 
name recognition of the other Mormon 
moderate, Romney, Huntsman will re-
main a fringe candidate.

Strengths:  A former Senator from 
Pennsylvania, Santorum appeals to 
social conservatives with very strong 
views on abortion and faith. One of the 
key components of his platform is revi-
talizing American manufacturing. 
Weaknesses: Santorum has struggled 
to differentiate himself from the other 
conservative candidates. He has neither 
the extensive political machine of Rom-
ney nor the devoted fan base of Paul or 
Perry, a weakness reflected in his consis-
tently low poll numbers.

Strengths: Paul has very strong con-
victions in his libertarian beliefs, and he 
bends to no one, be it the public, party 
lines or his fellow GOP candidates. He is 
the most consistent in his rhetoric since 
he has advanced the same views for de-
cades. He has also shown a greater glob-
al and historical awareness than many of 
the other candidates during the debates.
Weaknesses: His maverick personality 
makes him an outcast, and he has little 
support from the mainstream Republi-
can party. 

Strengths: Seeking to portray himself as 
a Washington outsider, Cain had experi-
ence as a business mogul, and his 9-9-9 
tax plan provided a simplified solution 
to the current labyrinth of a tax code.
Weaknesses: Numerous claims of sex-
ual harassment as well as recent scandal 
surrounding a 13-year affair derailed 
Cain’s campaign and caused Cain to 
suspend his candidacy. What remains to 
be seen is where his supporters will go, 
as many are already pledging their sup-
port to Gingrich.

Michelle Bachmann

Rick Perry

Newt Gingrich

Mitt Romney

Jon Huntsman

Ron Paul

Herman Cain

Rick Santorum

Brackets predict GOP nomination results

Bachmann

Perry

Gingrich

Cain
Gingrich

Perry

Gingrich

Romney
Romney

Paul

Romney

Huntsman

Paul

Santorum
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As I walked into Westfield Val-
ley Fair Mall on Nov. 16, I was 
filled with apprehension. My 

mission? To get the mall Santa to ad-
mit he isn’t actually Santa.

Growing up, I did not 
believe in Santa for long, as 
I have extremely practical 
Chinese parents. As soon 
as I was four, my parents 
made it clear to me that 
they were the ones giv-
ing me presents, not some 
magical trespasser with fly-
ing herd animals.

As a result, I was never 
interested in taking pictures with 
the mall Santa and telling him my 
Christmas wishes.

This would be my first time talk-
ing to Santa. However, I wasn’t sure 
exactly how to go about accusing a 
Santa of being a fraud. How do you 
ask “Santa” if he is real or not?

After loitering around the photo 
area for 20 minutes or so, I summoned 
my courage and walked over to the 

Can you: Get Santa to admit he isn’t real?

What to wear to Winter Ball?

MICHELLE SHU

togatalks

sophomore Ingrid Hong

My dress is from 
ASOS.com and 
my shoes are by 
Steve Madden.”

Where did you get your 
Winter Ball apparel?

junior Wesley Sun

All of my Winter 
Ball apparel is 
from Macy’s and 
Target.”

junior Amanda Kemble

I got my dress 
from Nordstrom 
and my shoes 
from BCBG.”

Dress, Forever 21: $22

shoes, Nordstrom rack: $35

Pants, macy’s: $18

shoes, target: $20

earrings, Forever 21: $5

tie, Nordstrom rack: $15

Justin Hang, 11

Kellie Chiou, 12

STYLE F
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shirt, target: $16

Belt, macy’s: $10

FALCON // JUSTINE HUANG

set. Santa’s elves had just finished re-
applying his makeup. Who knew that 
he wears makeup? I guess even Santa 
needs a few touch-ups sometimes.

As the oldest person in San-
ta’s photo line, I was sure Santa 
knew something was up. I was 
hoping he wouldn’t add me to 
his naughty list for snooping 
around.

Calling to Santa, I asked, 
“Can I talk to you without tak-
ing a photo?” Santa didn’t seem 
to be too surprised, replying 
with a cheery “Sure!” All of my 
carefully laid-out plans for ap-

proaching the touchy subject suddenly 
vanished from my mind. 

Originally, I was going to ease into 
the big question by asking about what 
it takes to be Santa, but early planning 
never seems to work out for me. Put-
ting on my best innocent-child smile I 
asked, “Are you really Santa?”

He gave me a skeptical smile. I be-
lieve that he thought that I was old 
enough to deal with the catastrophic 

truth. 
Now, I had expected this task to 

be a much greater challenge. How-
ever, Santa looked at me extremely 
gravely and, looming at least a foot 
over me, he replied, “Do 
you want the truth? 
I’m not.”

Thankfully, there 
were no children 
present at this time. I 
would have hated to 
be the cause of their 
shattered dreams and 
tears.

I had feared that Santa 
would be extremely protec-
tive of his status as a mall 
Santa and that disgruntled mall 
employees or parents would 
throw me out of the mall. Fortu-
nately, this Santa was pretty awe-
some.

He explained that while he didn’t 
make any promises, he always would 
try to fulfill a child’s Christmas dream.

Our “interview” ended with him of-

fering me an application to become one 
of his elves. Maybe I’ll take him up on 
that offer next time. I wonder what I’d 
look like wearing all red and green with 
pointy shoes and an elf hat. u

falconfigures
Price of bids with 
ASB card$30 Price of bids without 

ASB card$32 Number of bids sold356 Number of guests 
from other schools43

ALLISON
CHANG

Ho-Ho-Hmm...
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Freshman Atulya Vishwanath 
fondly remembers Christmas when 
he was in elementary school. 

“When I was 7, I used to write 
letters and put out milk and cook-
ies for Santa. In the morning, I was 
so excited because the cookies and 
milk [were] gone and presents were 
under the tree, and there was a note 
written by Santa,”  Vishwanath said. 

But starting in middle school, 
Vishwanath’s Christmas traditions 
changed. 

“I don’t do any of those things 
anymore, and my parents just get 

me gifts and put them in a bag,” 
Vishwanath said.

As kids have grown older, their 
vibrant imaginations have been re-
placed with less involved celebra-
tions that somehow aren’t quite as 
exciting as before.

“When you’re a kid, Christmas is 
so magical because you expect Santa 
Claus and all these great presents,” 
junior Adriana Ivanko said. “But 
when you get older, your parents 
don’t really invest that much time.”

For many students, holiday tra-
ditions have changed, but not in 
a good way. Students often have 
stopped decorating. 

“We used to plan a Sunday when 
we’d all be free and decorate the tree 
and house together,” freshman Kev-
in Lian said. “Now, we’ve stopped 

decorating our house, and we 
don’t really decorate the 

tree as a family anymore. 
Only occasionally, one 
of us might put an orna-
ment on the tree.”

However, even more 
than decorating, pres-
ents are what keep chil-
dren excited as the holi-
day season draws near.  

“I was really excited 
[for my gift] when I was 
little since it would be a 
surprise, but now I just 

ask for something, and I get it,” ju-
nior Caroline Chou said. 

For Ivanko, it is not the value of 
the present that matters, but the 
effort that is put in when someone 
searches for the perfect gift.  

“[When I was a child], we were 
allowed to open one present on 
Christmas Eve, and we’d get all ex-
cited. The next morning, we’d sit 
around the tree and open presents 
all day,” Ivanko said. “Now, I just 
get money. I miss the excitement of 
opening the presents and guessing 
what the present was.”

This decline in Christmas spirit 
could be attributed to the busy lives 
of high school students. 

“When I was younger, I got a lot 
more excited, but now I’m just not 
that willing to make as much effort,” 
junior Shireen Kaul said. “It is hard 
to find time to do Christmas-y activ-
ities with all my classes and extra-
curriculars.” 

Even though Christmas cheer has 
waned, some people have kept their 
Christmas spirit alive. 

“I still have a lot of Christmas 
spirit, even after I found out Santa 
Claus wasn’t real,” Vishwanath said. 
“My Christmas spirit never really 
came from him; it is mostly just this 
time of year that gets my spirits up. 
I look forward to Christmas every 
year.” u

BY JenniferJin

As belief in Santa wanes, so does Christmas cheer

Christmas—a time for Hall-
mark novelties, synthetic spruce 
trees, Santa-shaped sugar cook-
ies, red and green food coloring 
and, most importantly, a time to 
see your relatives. 

As a child, I always enjoyed the 
idea of having an excuse to meet 
up with extended family to cele-
brate a warm and cheery holiday. 
However, as I have grown older, 
I have begun to think that my ex-
tended family views Christmas 
as an occasion in which they are 
required to convene and spend 
time with each other. 

It is not that I object to spend-
ing time with my family during 
Christmas; I love gathering with 
them and catching up. However, 
what irks me is that Christmas is 
the only time during which my 
family gets together. Christmas 
should not be the only occasion 
that families take time out of their 
busy schedules to spend togeth-
er.

Family interactions seem to 
be on the decline since people 

nowadays work longer hours 
and spend more time using social 
media. The American lifestyle 
seems to have shifted from priz-
ing family to cramming as much 
work as possible into each day. It 
is discouraging that people have 
to spend more time working and 
more time replacing face-to-face 
interaction with a social network-
ing website. 

Although my Christmas gath-
erings are relatively small, people 
who have larger extended fami-
lies often attend or host holiday 
celebrations catering to the ma-
jority of the family. Being in a 
room filled with relatives can be 
chaotic, since everyone wants to 
catch up at the same time. 

“It can be overwhelming to see 
everyone all at the same time; it 
can be hectic,” sophomore Lauren 
Pataky said. 

Freshman Shreya Kanchan 
also shares Pataky’s view on the 
overwhelming atmosphere of 
Christmas when seeing multiple 
relatives at once.

“It can be crazy to see all of [my 
relatives] at once, but it is nice to 

get 
b a c k 
in touch with 
them and see them again,” Kan-
chan said.

Junior Jenny Guarino said that 
when she visits her family during 
Christmas break, her grandmoth-
er’s superb cooking skills cause 
her to consume copious amounts 
of delicious food. 

Although visiting her fam-
ily during Christmas ensures an 
full and upset stomach, Guarino 

wishes that she could see her rela-
tives more regularly. 

Christmas may result in fine 
memories of reunion, celebration 
and good food, but it also shows 
how difficult it is for families to 
connect in their fast-paced lives. 

Seeing family members on 
Christmas should be an inspira-
tion to make memories with them 
more frequently, rather than only 
on national holidays. u

BY SophieMattson

Holidays: The only time for family?

All graphics by Michelle Shu. Graphics are based on Dr. Seuss’s “How the Grinch Stole Christmas.”

PlacEs To EscaPE for cHrisTmas

Finland. Visit a reindeer 
farm and eat Rudolph 
for dinner.

Estonia. Visit a sauna 
on Christmas Eve. Then 
hop in a cold lake.

Ukraine. Hide a spider 
in the Christmas tree for 
good luck in the coming 
year.

Greece. Some believe 
that goblins called 
kallikantzeri run wild 
during the 12 days of 
Christmas.

Japan. Tired of every-
thing being colored red? 
Sending red Christmas 
cards to anyone in 
Japan constitutes bad 
etiquette, since funeral 
notices there are cus-
tomarily printed in red.

Italy. Children cel-
ebrate with witches and 
wooden pyramids with 
fruit instead of Santas 
and Christmas trees.

Belgium. Celebrate with 
two Santas. Double the 
presents.

Latvia. Celebrate a 
custom called mumming. 
Mummers wear haystack 
masks of animals, gyp-
sies or living corpses.

Australia or New Zea-
land. Enjoy Christmas 
on the beach or at a 
barbecue.

China. Dec. 25 is not a 
holiday.

bottomten

Although it’s almost everyone’s favorite time of year, some aspects of the holidays awaken the inner ‘Grinch’

It’s the middle of October, and it’s 
time for some Halloween shopping. 
But as you walk through the doors 
of Macy’s, you see red and gold tin-
sel hanging on the walls. Seven-foot 
trees stand near each doorway with 
round glass ornaments hanging on 
each branch. Is it really Christmas al-
ready?

Over the years, the stores seem to 
be bringing in their holiday inventory 
earlier and earlier in an effort to drum 
up more business in what is almost 
always their most profitable time of 
the year.

Junior Ashley Joshi thinks that 
stores are starting to over-commer-
cialize the holidays, particularly 
Christmas. 

“The day after Halloween, all the 
stores put out their Christmas dis-
plays and start the sales,” Joshi said. 
“Costco even had its displays out be-
fore Halloween.”

Joshi also thinks that retailers go “a 
little overboard with decorations.”

Freshman Abby Foss says that 
when stores start the Christmas sea-
son too early, it detracts from the cel-
ebrations of earlier holidays, such as 
Thanksgiving.

“Stores should know that Christ-
mas does not start in November, 
but in December. So while everyone 
is scrambling to find Thanksgiving 

stuff, many stores have already set up 
for Christmas,” Foss said.

Sophomore Drew 
Bryan says the exces-
sive commercialization 
of the holidays actually 
takes away from their 
meaning. 

“The only thing I don’t 
like [about the holidays] is 
all the advertising that is 
taken advantage of because 
of the holidays,” Bryan said. 
“They’re always advertising so 
people will buy presents for their 
kids or friends or relatives, just so 
they can make money. They don’t see 
the true meaning of Christmas.”

Sophomore Maya Srinivasan says 
over-commercialization “completely 
undermines the true meaning of the 
holidays, which is to spend time with 
family and friends, not to benefit busi-
nesses.”

Srinivasan also finds the early ad-
vertising of stores to be irritating. 

“The early ads are annoying be-
cause people don’t really get into the 
mood of the holidays until closer to 
Thanksgiving and Christmas,” Srini-
vasan said. “When I see a [store’s hol-
iday advertisement] too early, I feel 
like they are being overly eager to sell 
their holiday merchandise.”

Junior Sanjna Verma disagrees, how-
ever, saying that the all the commer-
cialization actually makes the holidays 

more 
enjoy-
able for 
her.

“I like 
it, personally, when it’s com-
mercialized,” Verma said. “The holi-
days are always my favorite time of 
year because everyone is so happy! 
Even if the media has over-commer-
cialized [the holidays], I honestly 
don’t mind.”

Verma thinks that the holidays re-
mind everyone to take time to relax 
and enjoy themselves. 

“Everyone forgets to take a little 
bit of time for themselves when they 
get older, so … the holidays … [are] 
a good reminder to have fun some-
times,” Verma said. u

Over-commercialization spoils the holidays yearly

Bah, humbug!

The winter holidays are usual-
ly thought to be enjoyable. Those 
cold days seem to be times of 
good cheer, fantastic food, happy 
families and Yuletide gifts.  

Yet according to some stu-
dents, these holidays are not 
always filled with fun.  As with 
most things, the holidays have 
their own drawbacks that take 
away from the normally joyful 
spirit.

Senior Jocelyn Takahashi said 
that her biggest problem with 
the holidays is the omnipresent 
and incessant music.

“I think the worst holiday 
songs on the radio are those 
bad remakes of songs. Come on, 
guys. The originals have their 
own Christmas-y beauty,” Taka-
hashi said.

In addition, Takahashi said 
another of her annoyances is 
how early radio stations start 
playing Christmas songs.

“What bugs my dad—and as a 
result, kind of bugs me as well—
is when every radio station starts 

playing Christmas music before 
Thanksgiving is over,” Taka-
hashi said.

Takahashi is not the only one 
who feels this way.  Sophomore 
Eric Taw is of the same opinion 
about how overplayed holiday 
songs are.

“My mom always puts KOIT 
on the radio in her car, and every 
year they play Christmas songs 
for a whole month,” Taw said. “I 
get sick of just about every holi-
day song they broadcast.”

Taw said there are not any 
particular songs he dislikes hear-
ing during the holiday season.

“Every holiday song is pretty 
bad. That’s usually when I try to 
avoid [my mom’s] car like the 
plague,” Taw said.

Freshman Abby Foss agrees 
with Taw and Takahashi on these 
points, adding that she cannot 
stand hearing some of the popu-
lar holiday music on the radio.

“‘Santa Baby’ is just weird, 
but ‘Grandma Got Run Over by 
a Reindeer’ is super annoying,”  
Foss said.

In addition, Foss said she is 

in aversion to particular holi-
days foods. According to Foss, 
her mom prepares a potato and 
sweet potato dish every year, as 
well as an Asian pear salad that 
she dislikes.

“Personally, I don’t like 
mashed potatoes in general, and 
I also don’t like pears,” Foss said.  
“Unfortunately, I’m the only one 
that doesn’t like these dishes 
[in my family], so my mom still 
makes them.”

Foss is not alone in 
having dislikes when 
it comes it the holiday 
season. Junior Michelle 
Chan also has her pet 
peeves about holiday 
foods.

“I do not under-
stand why people 
drink eggnog ever. I 
had one sip of it before, and I spit 
that stuff out,” Chan said.

Chan does not think she is 
alone in this aversion.

“It is gross,” Chan said. “I bet 
I’m not the only one [who thinks 
this].”

According to Taw, sometimes 

the disagreeable parts of the hol-
iday season are overshadowed 
by the enjoyable parts, and still 
enjoys the winter season in spite 
of the drawbacks.

“People tend to have more 
tolerance for the bad stuff that 
happens to them [during the hol-
idays] while at the same time fo-
cusing more on the good stuff,” 
Taw said. u

Holiday music and food offend the senses
BY SarahFinley

BY CristinaCurcelli

Arnav Dugar



12 ENTERTAINMENT December 16, 2011 saratogafalcon
THE 13ENTERTAINMENTsaratogafalcon

THE
December 16, 2011

The Christmas season is off to an ex-
citing start this year thanks to San Jose’s 
annual Christmas in the Park. Students 
will be able to take a trip down memory 
lane with friends and family, revisit-
ing childhood favorites such as the tree 
lighting ceremony, live entertainment 
and, of course, a meet-and-greet with 
Santa. 

For those not yet acquainted with 
the San Jose tradition, Christmas in the 
Park takes place at Cesar Chavez Plaza 
in downtown San 
Jose. The area has 
been transformed 
into a winter won-
derland replete with 
musical and ani-
mated exhibits, glit-
tering lights and the 
“Sugar Plum For-
est,” home to more 
than 300 decked out 
Christmas trees. Se-
nior Alison Knysh enjoyed several of 
the attractions that were displayed at 
the event.

“[My favorites were the] one that 
had Rudolph in a fire engine and anoth-
er with frogs that was called ‘Caribbean 
Christmas,’”Knysh said. 

Knysh went with her friends, seniors 
Stephanie Shimizu and Megan Benzing, 
to Christmas in the Park to find a respite 
from the stress of college applications. 

“[My friends and I] wanted to have 
a bunch of us hang out together to take 
our minds off college applications,” 
Knysh said. “It was definitely worth 
wandering around.”

 The opening ceremony took place 
on Nov. 25, the day after Thanksgiving. 

This year’s Christmas in the Park has 
also arrived with a new friendly face, 
Blinky, the new reindeer mascot. Lucky 
visitors were able to meet and take 

pictures with the celebrity reindeer on 
opening night. 

Per tradition, Christmas in the Park 
will host a concert series called “Sounds 
of the Season”, which showcases a di-
verse variety of entertainment by local 
youth organizations, ranging from the 
group Musicians with Autism, which 
performed on Dec. 4, to the the group 
Ukranian Carolers of the South Bay 
Area, which performs on Dec. 23. 

For those who also have a hankering 
for cutting up ice, the popular San Jose 
ice rink, Downtown Ice, is right across 

the street from 
Christmas in the 
Park in the hard 
to miss Circle of 
Palms plaza. Ad-
mission costs $15 
for students and 
includes ice time 
and rental skates. 
Although Christ-
mas in the Park 
has its nostalgic 

charms, the ice rink, which is open daily 
until Jan. 29, caters towards a somewhat 
older demographic than Christmas in 
the Park does. 

“People should definitely go and 
wander [Christmas in the Park] but 
also be prepared to ice skate,” Knysh 
said. “There’s 
only so much 
time you 
can spend 
w a n d e r i n g 
around and 
ice skating 
[at Down-
town Ice] is a 
blast.”

The park 
is open daily 
from 9 a.m. to 
midnight un-
til Jan. 1. u

H  w  t    have   y  ursel    a  merry  little   Christmas

The Saratoga Chamber of Commerce 
hosted its annual Tree Lighting cer-
emony in Downtown Saratoga on Nov. 
25, the Friday after Thanksgiving. 
Saratoga residents were treated to 
a variety of activities to kick off the 
holiday season.

The event included a tree light-
ing ceremony at 5:30 followed by 
the Village Open House, which fea-
tured horse-drawn carriage rides, 
carolers, and several more activi-
ties. Although the event featured 
a “wine stroll” in Downtown Sara-
toga, there was no shortage of activities 
for younger participants as well.

“It didn’t seem like there were too 
many people there, but it was still fun 
because I got free food,” junior Shreyas 
Nagaraj said.

Many businesses were open for ex-
tended hours and offered vis-
itors free refreshments. 

Attendees could watch a 
performance by carolers, stop 
by the Fire Station for apple 
cider and cookies, or donate 
cans of food for the Second 
Harvest Food Bank.

“This was my first time 
going to the Tree Lighting 
Ceremony, but I’m glad that 

I did,” Nagaraj said. “I’ll definitely go 
next year.” u

Returning for its 13th year, Vasona 
Park’s Fantasy of Lights show is a 1.5-
mile drive-through light show that fea-
tures a variety of holiday lights and dis-
plays for people of all ages to enjoy. The 
display is held nightly until Dec. 31.

For an entrance fee of $15 per vehicle, 
people can enjoy the multiple holiday-
themed light displays in the comfort of 
their own cars. Attendees are instructed 
to tune into 104.1 FM, which plays holi-
day music that is synchronized with the 
animated lights. The annual event is a 

favorite among many students, who en-
joy viewing the multiple light displays.

“You can’t even tell where you are. All 
you see are a bunch of shining lights that 
stand out against the dark background,” 
senior Cecilia Hollenhorst said. “I also 
like how they tell you what radio station 
to turn to in order to listen to Christmas 
music.”

The lights along the park’s driveway 
feature everything from snowmen and 
elves to Santa playing basketball and 
fishing. Many of these displays are ani-
mated as well.

Due to the popularity of Fantasy of 

Lights, lines to enter the exhibition can 
be long, especially as the Christmas holi-
day approaches.

“The biggest downside is that the line 
of cars trying to get in can sometimes 
take almost an hour. It’s best to go early,” 
Hollenhorst said.

Junior Kara Dimicco agrees that the 
long lines can be hindrances, but be-
lieves that the Fantasy of Lights is well 
worth the wait.

“Sometimes because there are so 
many people going to see the lights, the 
line moves slowly through the park,” 
Dimicco said. “On the other hand, 

though, you just get more time to see the 
lights.”

The Fantasy of Lights display is run 
by volunteers and is open every day 
from 6 to 10 p.m.

In addition to the drive-through Fan-
tasy of Lights experience, people can 
also ride the Billy Jones Wildcat Railroad 
in neighboring Oak Meadow Park past 
the light displays.  

The decorated train runs from 6 to 9 
p.m. Thursday to Sunday through Dec. 
30, excluding Christmas Eve and Christ-
mas day. Tickets are $5 and include a 
ride on the Carousel. u

I’m standing in line eagerly with a less 
enthusiastic friend that I dragged 
along. We’re the only children over 

5 standing in line (minus the parents). 
After a well-worth wait, we finally get 
to the front of the line.

“What would you like for Christmas 
this year, honey?”

Every year since my parents started 
taking me when I was 6, I have gone to 
sit on Santa Claus’s lap in the mall to tell 
him my Christmas wish. After listening 
to his jolly laughter and his reassurance 
that I’ll get the present I desire, we pose 
for a picture and I excitedly put it up on 
my wall.

Don’t worry, you don’t have to think 
about how to break it to me lightly—I 
know the mall Santa isn’t real, but it’s 
all a part of the holiday tradition. I guess 
it’s just something about hearing a jolly 
old man in a red and white suit tell me 
I’ll get what I want for Christmas that 
makes me feel like I’ll actually get it.

Some people go to the wilderness to 
cut down a Christmas tree annually, but 
this is my holiday activity, as my par-
ents put a fake tree up every year. I have 
never had a real Christmas tree in my 
household in my entire life. But it’s OK; 
I’ve already planned to make sure my 
kids have a real Christmas tree every 
year when I grow up. 

My future holiday plans don’t just 
end there. Along with getting a real 
Christmas tree, I have put it on my 
list to have annual Christmas cards 
with my future family in either match-
ing clothing or super nerdy Christmas 
sweaters. My children probably won’t 
be as happy about this as the tree, but 
I’ve never taken any Christmas photos 
(other than ones with Santa), so they’re 
going to have to make up for my lack 
of photos. 

Given my family’s lackadaisical 
Christmas spirit, my love for Christmas 
is surprising. I don’t know where I de-
veloped it or even how, but I love every-
thing about the holiday season. I love 
going to Santana Row and admiring the 
Christmas lights, going to Christmas in 
the Park and ice skating, and watching 
the Christmas Parade at Disneyland 
(but I’ll admit, everything about Dis-
neyland is great, especially during the 
holiday season). 

This year, when I go to sit on Santa’s 
lap, I know exactly what I’m going to 
ask for. As a senior drowning in college 
applications, I just want to get in at least 
one school and something to do when 
I have an abundance of free time once 
I’m done with all these college applica-
tions. I hope this Santa has a few con-
nections! u

 

Dozens of children of all ages waved 
glow sticks and frolicked on the mead-
ow in the Plaza Park in downtown Los 
Gatos on Dec. 2. Elderly women sipped 
coffee and observed. Along with the 
buttery smell of popcorn, a palpable 
feeling of anticipation hung heavily in 
the air; the tree lighting ceremony was 
to be held in only an hour, at 6 p.m..

Meanwhile, a community youth 
dance group danced along to familiar 
holiday tunes such as “Here Comes 
Santa Claus” in front of a growing au-
dience. 

Dusk marked the end of the perfor-
mances and the beginning of the cer-
emony. 

At 5:40 p.m. John Lochner, an ex-
mayor of Los Gatos, welcomed the 
crowd and thanked them for coming. 
After a quick word from Steve Rice, the 
current mayor of Los Gatos, Lochner 
led more carols as the crowd 
sang along, albeit somewhat 
impatiently. 

Then a minute before 6 
p.m., Rice prepared the 
crowd for a countdown 
until the tree would be 
lighted from a flick of 
a switch. 

Five, four, three, 
two... one. Com-
munity youth 
Lynsey Chiala 
had the honor 
of flicking the 
switch and the 
familiar colorful 
glow of Christ-
mas lights ema-
nated from the 
tree. 

Shortly after, 
Santa Claus arrived, 

flanked by his helper elves, and a line 
of eager children appeared to take 
the annual coveted picture with him. 
Once it reached their turn, the children 
turned giggly and timid, whispering 
their wishes into his ear.   

The first of this holiday season’s 
horse led carriage rides also  com-
menced and seemed especially popular 
with charmed couples. 

Downtown Los Gatos truly seemed 
to welcome anyone and everyone in 
the community who wanted to experi-
ence  a high dosage of holiday spirit. 
Students who missed the ceremony 
can still have the chance to experience 
the festivities by either taking a stroll 
through the park to admire the festive 
lights or by partaking in a carriage ride, 
which last till Dec. 23. 

For students who prefer more osten-
tatious holiday decorations, San Fran-
cisco’s Union Square is the place to go. 

The square boasts a Macy’s spon-
sored 80-foot fir tree that is cov-

ered in 21,000 energy-efficient 
twinkling LED lights. 

The tree lighting, which 
was on Nov. 25, has al-

ready passed, but stu-
dents are still able to 
enjoy the holiday at-
mosphere. 

Regardless of 
whether students 
prefer the quaint, 
historic charm of Los 
Gatos downtown or 
the striking grandeur 
of San Francisco’s 
Union Square, all stu-
dents can enjoy “the  
most wonderful time 
of the year” in the 
warm glow of the 
cities’ festive decora-

tions. u

Downtown festivities 
spread holiday cheer
BY McKennaGalvin

Fantasy of Lights at Vasona Park enchants audiences
BY McKennaGalvin

Who says I’m too old 
to pay a visit to Santa?
BY OliviaChock

H  w  t    have   y  ursel    a  merry  little   Christmas

At the Los Gatos Parade Photos by David Sparkman

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: 
Bay Area businesses advertised at the parade on 

Dec. 3 while spreading Christmas cheer.
The Grinch made an appearance on a decorated 

float.
Mayor Steve Rice made an appearance in a vintage 

car while waving to the crowd.
Small children dressed as presents graced the 

crowd with their presence.
The Redwood Middle School Marching Band played 

for the crowd. 

San Jose Christmas in 
the park draws locals

BY AndyFang

senior Alison Knysh

My friends and 
I wanted to 
hangout together 
to take our minds 
off college apps.”

Nagaraj

It’s about 7:30 a.m. and the crowds 
are already gathering on North Santa 
Cruz Avenue, trying to get the best 
spots along the sidewalk to watch the 
55th annual Los Gatos Christmas Pa-
rade on Dec. 3. 

 Both young and old can be seen 
wearing winter coats, Santa hats, and 
festive sweaters with prancing Rudol-
phs. Everyone is getting ready to spend 
a morning at the curb, carrying blankets 
and beach chairs or pulling the little 
ones in red wagons. 

Walking through the back streets, one 
can see the sea of floats and attractions 
ranging from equestrians and BMX bike 
riders to the Redwood Middle School 
Marching Band lining up to get its spot 
in the parade. This local event attracts 
crowds of more than 15,000 spectators, 
from all across the Silicon Valley.

This year, local high school students 
also participated in this spectacular 

event. Sophomore Amelia Troyer stood 
on the Los Gatos Rowing Club’s float, 
a gigantic trailer carrying one of the 
team’s boats. 

 “I’ve never been before. It was excit-
ing to represent my team,” Troyer said.

She said that her team met at 10 a.m. 
at their float to get ready to wave to the 
crowds in their team sweat shirts.

Saratoga was represented through 
some familiar faces in the Los Gatos-
Saratoga Park and Recreation depart-
ment, Saratoga Boy Scout Pack 508, and 
the RMS marching band.

“We weren’t at the very beginning of 
the parade, so we didn’t have to come 
that early, which was pretty cool,” 8th 
grade Redwood marching band mem-
ber Ellie Lee said. “I saw a lot of people 
I know, and we sounded pretty awe-
some.”

The group that got the biggest cheers 
and laughs, however, was the “Cuc-
cuzza Squash Drill team,” amusing the 
crowd with their giant squash fights. u 

LG parade wows crowd
BY DavidSparkman

Tree lighting brings 
community together

The chamber choir singing carols in the 
classroom was one tradition many students 
looked forward to in the past. This year, 
however, the new first-semester schedule 
with finals before winter break puts an end 
to these “carol-grams.” 

The Reason: There simply is not enough 
time between finals and the choir’s annual 
San Francisco trip, according to choir stu-

dents.
“I’m a little disappointed, that [the carol 

grams] aren’t happening this year, but I 
understand why they had to [make the 
decision they did,]” science teacher Jenny 
Garcia said.

Last year, the choir delivered 172 of 
these carol grams, bringing Christmas 
cheer to many unsuspecting students, sit-
ting in their classrooms.

Serenading a friend for $1 per song 

was a great opportunity for the choir to 
raise funds for the music department and 
increase awareness for their program on 
campus. 

“I think [the grams] were fun and really 
nice and they made Christmas a lot better 
and more fun,” sophomore Sachi Verma 
said.

Many of the students’ reactions to the 
end of this spreading of holiday cheer were 
those of disappointment.

“It won’t feel that jolly because they put 
us in the holiday spirit. They were really 
good singers,” sophomore Byron Fan said. 
“I’m sad that it’s not happening, because I 
won’t get to hear them sing.”

So this year the only way students can 
send a holiday wish to a friend, is via old 
fashioned candy-cane gram. Maybe the 
chamber singers will find another way to 
make their voices heard. Personal Valen-
tine’s day serenades anybody? u

Annual carol gram tradition nixed this year
BY DavidSparkman

Seniors Olivia Chock and Shivani Chadha 
pose for a picture with Santa in Dec. 2010

Courtesy of OLIVIA CHOCK

ALL GRAPHICS BY MICHELLE SHU

BY AndyFang
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Beyond 
classroom

CrossFit program strengthens staff bonds
It’s 6 a.m. on a Thursday morning, 

and special education instructional aide 
Jeanne Watson is in the weight room 
with a soundtrack of popular musicals 
playing in the background. 

She holds a 50-pound bar above her 
head and lifts it up and down as sweat 
beads on her forehead. 

Watson is one of about 20 staff mem-
bers who participate in the CrossFit ex-
ercise program on campus which is the 
same kind of regimen that students do 
three times a week  in their physical edu-
cation classes. 

CrossFit is an internationally known 
fitness program that has been around for 
about a decade. 

P.E. teacher Peter Jordan became a 
certified level one CrossFit trainer two 
and half years ago. Over the past two 
years, he has worked with a number of 
teachers  as a CrossFit trainer.    

Sessions are typically an hour long 
and consist of doing a warm-up, lifting 
heavier weights to build strength, work-
ing on specific skills such as gymnastic 
movements or Olympic lifts and par-

ticipating in an intense 10 to 25 minute 
“workout of the day.”  

“Doing CrossFit has helped me to de-
velop strong friendships with a number 
of other teachers on campus. I do it to 
stay fit, but it is also fun,” Jordan said. 
“Facing difficult physical challenges to-
gether helps to create strong and mean-
ingful bonds.” 

Watson said she first started the pro-
gram  almost a year ago and feels that 
CrossFit not only has great physical ben-
efits, but also brings her closer to fellow 
staff members.  

“Sharing an experience with other 
SHS teachers which involves mutual en-
couragement, high-fives and shouts  of 
‘you can do it’ as your arms shake and 
you press the last repetition of 55 pounds 
above your head has given me a lot more 
to talk about,” Watson said.

The opportunity to exercise and inter-
act with other teachers motivates science 
teacher Jenny Garcia to work the Cross-
Fit program into her schedule as much 
as possible.  

Garcia feels that “true bonding really 
occurs outside of an academic environ-
ment,” where teachers talk about sub-

jects other than teaching and their stu-
dents. 

Garcia’s participation in the program 
has given her a chance to have conver-
sations with other staff members whom 
she would not have gotten to know if 
she did not attend the morning exercise 
sessions. 

“I didn’t really know [Watson] very 
well, but now I know a lot  more about 

her and what her life is like outside of 
school,” Garcia said. 

Health teacher Amy Obenour agrees 
that CrossFit helps her connect with oth-
er staff members. 

“I was really successful in the work-
outs and saw some great strength gains,” 
Obenour said. “It is great to encour-
age one another in an arena besides the 
classroom.” u

BY PriyankaNookala
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Math teacher Kelly Frangieh prepares to do an overhead squat in the weight room on Dec.  9.

BY JoannaLee

Lunchtime meetings more than business
Every Tuesday during lunch, Span-

ish teacher Arnaldo Rodriguex hosts 
world language department meetings 
in his room. For more than 25 years, the 
teachers in the world language depart-
ment have chatted about current de-
partment updates over food.

Spanish teacher Bret Yeilding said 
that the lunch meetings were primar-
ily set up to discuss business-oriented 
subjects, but the meetings have evolved 
into a slightly more friendly and per-
sonal atmosphere.

“Every once in the while, somebody 
makes food and shares with the rest of 
the teachers if it’s a special holiday,” 
Yeilding said.

Similarly, the science department 
holds lunch meetings throughout the 
school year. Although the meetings are 
not held regularly, they help science 
teachers become better friends. 

“[The science department] doesn’t 
have meetings very often, but when we 
do, the teachers all collaborate and dis-
cuss department-related topics,” science 

department chair Jenny Garcia said.
In addition, the math department 

holds weekly lunch meetings in the 
math office. 

Math teacher Audrey Warmuth con-
siders the meetings “great ways to have 
the staff members get to know one oth-
er.” 

Warmuth noted that the lunch 
meetings have been a tradition at the 
school.

“Saratoga has a history of people 
eating within departments,” Warmuth 
said. “Other schools have a different 
tradition of having the teachers meet in 
their staff room during lunch because 
they have a staff room. But on this 
campus, we don’t go down there for 
lunch.”

The teachers use the time to collabo-
rate and to share ideas.

“[The teachers] were talking at lunch, 
and Ms. Patel and I were talking about 
the 5-step solving method,” Warmuth 
said. “We compared our methods, and 
it was interesting to see that our own 
processes were almost identical.”  

The meetings have been going on for 

over 20 years. 
From the years that Warmuth has 

been teaching here, she has noticed that 
the department lunches have both a 
good and a bad side.

“They’re great because they let us 
know our colleagues better in the de-
partments,” she said. “But it would be 
nice to get to know the other teachers 
from different departments as well.” u

Language teachers Bret Yeilding, Gina Rodriguez, Laura Lizundia and Arnaldo Rodri-
guex meet in Rodriguex’s classroom room 601 to discuss the day’s events on Dec. 6.

FALCON // ROHAN RAJEEV

Staff members extend commitment
At 9 p.m. on Tuesday, most of the 

school’s 1,392 students have gone 
home, as have most of the school’s 70 
teachers.  

But  in room 408, history teacher Jeff 
Scott is working with 18 eager mem-
bers of the  mock trial team.  

They have already been practicing 
hard for two and a half hours to per-
fect their performances before their 
first competition in January. 

Scott is one of many teachers who 
exceed expectations by getting in-
volved with extracurricular activities 
on campus.  

From being club advisers to coach-
ing sports, teachers express their dedi-
cation and love for working with stu-
dents in many ways.

“I love working with kids, which is 
why I love coming to work so much,” 
Scott said. “Our volunteer attorney 
coaches must feel the same way be-
cause they put in countless hours to 
help our students succeed.”

Scott was asked to join the mock 
trial staff last year by retired guidance 
counselor Christy Cali.  

Mock trial gives students the oppor-
tunity to experience a setting similar to 
that of a real courtroom and get “real 
life training” for a possible career in 
the legal profession, Scott said.  

As a political science major in col-
lege, Scott took classes on the Consti-
tution, law and society, which gave 
him some legal knowledge, including 
courtroom procedures.

Scott dedicates about four-and-a-
half hours a week to the mock trial 
team and 10 to 12 hours during compe-
tition season in February. He is purely 
motivated by his love to help and see 
students grow as they attain new skills 

and expand their knowledge.  
“I don’t get anything out of it except 

for a few free dinners, but that doesn’t 
matter, as being the mock trial coach 
just gives me another opportunity to 
work with students outside of regular 
classes,” Scott said. “I have several for-
mer students, and it really pleases me 
seeing them impress me on a weekly 
basis.”

Speech and debate coach Erick Rec-
tor, who teaches English 9, English 12 
and Rhetoric, is similarly driven to put 
in the extra time and effort with his 
students, as he has done for the past 
six years.  

“I like watching the progression of 
students as they develop their speak-
ing talents, knowing that it is a relative-
ly unique and powerful tool especially 
beyond high school,” Rector said.  

According to Rector, speech and 
debate helps students realize their po-
tential and talent for “presenting their 
ideas in a clear, easily understood and 
positive way.”  

Rector said he has made a goal 
to help kids who lack confidence by 
bringing them to realize they have 
great public speaking abilities.  

The speech and debate team, like 
most teams, creates many bonds dur-
ing practice and competitions.  

Concerning the speech and debate 

participants, Rector said, “We’re all a 
bit nerdy, clearly love to hear ourselves 
speak and are never wrong about any-
thing.”

Among the several teachers who 
coach is history teacher Mike Davey, 
who has coached boys’ varsity basket-
ball for 14 years and is currently in his 
fourth year of coaching girls’ varsity 
basketball.

“Winning through adversity brings 
life lessons you cannot obtain elsewhere 
in the regular curriculum,” Davey said.  
“Working toward a shared goal to try 
to win league is also an experience in 
team building that is hard to match in 
the traditional school model.”

In Davey’s experience, students who 
participate in sports have gotten better 
post-college jobs and built stronger 
contacts that they maintain for longer 
periods compared to their non-athlete 
peers. 

Davey, having grown up surround-
ed by basketball, is more than qualified 
to do the job. 

His father coached at Santa Clara 
University for 30 years, and is known 
for recruiting current NBA player 
Steve Nash for the 1992-93 season col-
lege season.  

Davey’s father, Dick Davey, is cur-
rently the associate head coach at Stan-
ford.

The additional stipend for teachers 
who coach or advise extracurriculars 
on campus varies depending on the 
class or activity and the years of expe-

rience.  
A varsity sports coach, aside from 

those of tennis and badminton, who 
is somewhere between their first and 
seventh year of coaching earns be-
tween $3,000 and $4,000, depending 
upon their place in that succession.  

Other teachers, however, who ad-
vise an activity that is not sorted in 
category A, B or C, do not receive any 
extra compensation.  

Mock trial, for example, is not in a 
category that allows the teacher extra 
pay. In any case, the extra effort put 
in by many teachers on campus is es-
sential to the success of many activities 
and greatly appreciated by all the stu-
dents involved.  

“Mr. Rector is really supportive,” 
junior speech and debate member San-
jna Verma said.  “At the end of day we 
are really thankful to have someone 
around who knows the tension in the 
atmosphere and can sympathize.” 

Verma greatly enjoys speech and 
debate partly in thanks to Rector’s 
tremendous coaching efforts.  She has 
participated in speech and debate since 
her freshman year and plans on carry-
ing it through her senior year. u

BY SierraSmith

Carpooling unites English teachers
The trip from Santa Cruz to Sara-

toga High is often times a costly one. 
To adapt to the 25-mile commute, a 
handful of English teachers have 
come up with a plan to make every 
morning a little bit smoother.

This year, English teachers Su-
zanne Herzman, Natasha Ritchie, 
Amy Keys and Kerry Mohnike have 
devised a system to carpool with each 
other—saving money, protecting the 
environment and sharing informa-
tion all at the same time.

Almost every day since the begin-
ning of the school year, the four meet 
in Scotts Valley at 6:40 in the morn-
ing. From there, they carpool to Sara-
toga High.

This year, however, has been dif-
ferent from recent years. 

During Herzman’s first year teach-
ing at Saratoga, she began carpooling 
with other teachers who lived around 
her area.

“When I started at SHS two years 
ago, [journalism teacher Michael Ty-

ler] and I figured out that we live on 
the same side of  town in Santa Cruz 
so we ended up driving together 
two to three times a week,” Her-
zman said. “The same year, [Ritchie, 
Mohnike] and I would drive together 
on Wednesdays.”

For this school year, the teachers 
run a tight schedule that allows for 
them to return home early to take 
care of their children—Herzman and 
Ritchie both had children last year.

“We have to be organized and 
know our schedule ahead of time,” 
Ritchie said. “We try to keep a strict 
regiment so if we say we are going to 

leave at a certain time, then we will 
leave by that certain time.”

The teachers have plenty to talk 
about during their 40-minute ride. 

They use the time to discuss the 
material they are teaching and pre-
pare themselves for future classes.

“It’s like having a moving teach-
ers’ lounge,” Herzman said. “It gives 
me a chance to bounce ideas off of my 
colleagues.”

 They also chat about their chil-
dren and catch up with each other’s 
home lives.

“We also talk about our kids and 
other family-related things,” Ritchie 

said.  “It’s nice, and it makes the time 
go by a lot faster in my opinion.”

While the carpooling may seem 
like a picture-perfect setup for a 
teacher’s commute to school, there 
are a few complications that at times 
hamper the process.

“When there are conflicts with 
schedules, we take separate cars,” 
Ritchie said. “If that happens, then at 
least two of us will carpool together.

The trip to school can also poten-
tially cause trouble. 

If they get trapped in traffic, then 
all of the teachers traveling together 
can arrive at school late.

“Highway 17 can be insanity: acci-
dents, mudslides and tourists,” Her-
zman said. “I don’t want to jinx us, 
but we’ve had a good year so far.”

Even with all of the potential is-
sues, the rewards of carpooling are 
beneficial in many ways. 

“I did my calculations, [and] it 
takes about $7 a day to drive over the 
hill,”  Ritchie said. “So it helps the en-
vironment, saves some money and is 
a nice time to plan and talk.” u

BY ElijahYi

Mohnike RitchieHerzman Keys

Daily Routines 

6:00 a.m.
to

7:00 a.m.
Arrive at school to 
exercise

7:50 a.m.
to

3:15 p.m.

Teach Trig/Precalc 
Honors and AP 
Computer Science

3:15 p.m.
to

4:30 p.m.
Grade papers

4:30 p.m. Go home 7:30 a.m. Arrive at school

7:50 a.m.
to

3:15 p.m.

Teach biology and 
AP environmental 
science

4:00 p.m. Leave campus to 
pick up children

5:30 p.m. Arrive at home

On the weekends ...

Enjoy a hobby:
v Scuba diving
v Biking
v Camping

v Sewing
v Knitting
v Reading

On the weekends ...

v Make a Costco, Trader 
Joe’s or Target run

v Make pizza with kids
v Prepare for the next week

Math department chair
Trig/Precalc Honors and AP 
Computer Science teacher
Indian Club adviser
AppDev adviser

Biology and AP Environ-
mental Science teacher
Varsity swimming coach
Diving coach
SARCA adviser

FALCON // ASHWINI VELCHAMY

math teacher DebraTroxell science teacher KristenThomson

Mock Trial coach 
and history teacher 
Jeff Scott gives a 
lecture in his class

Speech and Debate 
coach and English 
teacher Erick Rector 
listens to a student

FALCON // ROHAN RAJEEV

Varsity girls basketball 
coach and history 
teacher Mike Davey 
lectures in his class

FALCON // LILLIAN CHEN

the



16 IN-DEPTH December 16, 2011 saratogafalcon
THE 17IN-DEPTHsaratogafalcon

THE
December 16, 2011

I’m 15 years old, and I’m a sophomore. 
That’s pretty normal, for most people. 
But, in my family, I’m falling behind. 

If I were like my brothers, I’d be 
halfway to a degree from West 
Valley College (WVC).

I go to Saratoga High, not 
West Valley. But I do have two 
older brothers, Matt and Andy, 
who began attending WVC at 13 
and 15 respectively.

I get some pretty strong reac-
tions when people hear about 
this, ranging from the incredu-
lous responses of “I don’t believe 
you!” to the sarcastic, one-upping ones 
of “Well, my sister is 2 and just finished 
reading ‘War and Peace,’ so ... ha!”

My siblings have also gotten a variety 
of unexpected reactions to their unusual 
educations. One time, my brother Matt 
says, he was in class at WVC, and some-
one was bragging about how they had 
started classes when they were only 16. 
They didn’t believe him when he said 
he was 14 and had begun classes a year 
before.

These reactions have become com-
monplace for my family. Since our fam-

ily moved around a lot, we met different 
opposition and reactions to their accel-
eration through the education system. 

Finally, when we moved to 
California about seven and a 
half years ago, my mom decided 
to home-school the three of us.

When I was about to begin 
fifth grade, and my brothers 
were doing upper high school 
level work, my mom decided it 
was time for a change. My broth-
ers were ready for the next step 
in their educations, and their 
maturity level, according to her, 

was high enough that they could get 
along just fine in college courses. Before 
long, they were taking classes full time 
there.

It helped, of course, that they are both 
very tall—Matt is 6’6” while Andy is 
6’8”.

I, however, continued my relatively 
normal education, with one more year 
of homeschooling, then began to attend 
Redwood in sixth grade.

I must constantly work to prove that 
I am just as smart as my two brothers. 
Now that I am in high school, I sign up 

for all the hon-
ors classes I can, 
so that maybe I 
can measure up 
to the precedent 
that has been set 
before me. But, no 
matter how hard I 
work, I will never 
be able to compete 
with the three de-
grees Matt will 
have by the end 
of the semester at 
age 18, or Andy’s 
professional pho-
tography busi-
ness at age 21.

Though he has a liberal arts degree 
and will soon have degrees in both math 
and physics, Matt has yet to decide what 
he wants to do as a career. Andy has a 
photography degree, as well as one in 
liberal arts and still continues to take 
business classes to learn how to better 
run “Andy Sutterfield Photography,” his 
eponymous business. He plans to attend 
San Jose State in the spring.

I realize I sound cynical and bitter, 

but I’m really not. Even if they think it’s 
beneath them to help me with my math 
homework, I look up to my brothers ev-
ery day as an inspiration, even when it 
may not be easy. 

I have some idea of what I want to do. 
But the truth is, I’m only 15. I may not be 
in college yet, but that’s OK. When I’m 
ready, I’ll continue on to bigger and bet-
ter things. At this point in my life, high 
school is the perfect place for me. u

Andy, Wren and Matt Sutterfield pose at  a family friend’s wedding. 
Andy and Matt attended college at ages 13 and 15, respectively.

Freshman Shaya Pourani 
arrived on the first day of 
school with a little more con-
fidence than a typical fresh-
man does. With his schedule 
memorized and expectations 
already set for the year, he 
was well prepared to start 
high school.

As his fifth-period geom-
etry teacher, Julie Scola, took 
attendance, Pourani heard 
the question he had been ex-
pecting to hear since he had 
arrived on campus: “Are you 
Tina’s brother?”

Shaya, like many students 
on campus, was not the first 
child in his family to attend 
the school. His sister, junior 
Tina Pourani, had Scola when 
she took geometry two years 
ago.

“I’m taking some of the 
same classes she took when 
she was a freshman, so a lot 
of my teachers recognize me 
because they had her in their 
previous years,” Pourani 
said.

School psychologist Mi-
chael Slone has been working 
with students for 10 years and 
agrees that teachers consider 
the personality and history 
of older siblings to a certain 
extent when encountering 
younger siblings.

“There is research that 
suggests that a teacher’s ex-
pectation of a student can be 
influenced by their experi-
ence with an older sibling,” 
Slone said.  “I think this plays 
less of a role the more time 
that passes 
between the 
siblings hav-
ing the same 
teacher and 
as the teacher 
gets to know 
the younger 
sibling better.” 

Shaya is 
grateful to 
have an older sibling to look 
to for guidance as he encoun-
ters new situations such as 
high school.

“My sister has been a great 
influence on me because I 
look up to her and constantly 
try to follow in her footsteps,” 
Shaya said. “She is able to 
give me advice, and she un-
derstands my problems.”

Shaya has a close bond 
with his sister, who helps him 
with homework, projects and 
other challenges at school.  

“Being the older sibling, 
I basically need to have ev-
erything together and be the 
person he can most rely on to 
help him through whatever 
comes his way,” Tina said.  

Because of his older sister, 

Shaya feels pressure from 
his parents to follow a simi-
lar path through school and 
achieve equally high-reach-
ing goals.

“My parents always push 
me do as well as her and 

take the same 
classes that she 
took,” Shaya 
said. 

Slone be-
lieves that 
there are many 
parenting fac-
tors that can 
affect the de-
velopment of a 

younger sibling.
“If parents differ in their 

discipline or expectations 
between siblings, it can have 
an effect, for example, a par-
ent being more strict with 
an older sibling,” Slone said.  
“Parents may also adjust their 
parenting based on perceived 
mistakes they made with 
their older child or children.”

Another possible develop-
ment-affecting factor, accord-
ing to Slone, is the amount 
of quality time a child gets 
with his or her parents.  In 
typical scenarios, as a fam-
ily expands, it may become 
more difficult for a parent to 
spend as much quality time 
with later children as they 
did with the first born. 

Other siblings experience 
similar pressures and situa-
tions but have a different re-
lationship.

“She hasn’t influenced me 
too much,” freshman Anna 
Sabel said, referring to 
her older sister, 
junior Heather 
Sabel.  “She 
likes some 
pretty dif-
f e r e n t 
things. For 
e x a m p l e , 
she likes bal-
let, and I despise 
it.”

Despite being 
only two years 
apart and hav-
ing a close 
bond, Anna and 
Heather hold dif-
ferent interests and don’t feel 
they pressure each other in 
any way.  

“I love having sisters,” 
Heather said. “We’re best 
friends, and even if we fight, 
we don’t stay mad for long.”

Nevertheless, both sisters 
still feel pressure from their 
parents: Heather knows she 
must set a good example, and 
Anna is pressured to live up 
to Heather’s standard.

“My older sibling is in 
all honors classes and is a 
straight-A student, so my 

parents and even teachers 
that knew her expect me to 
do just as well as she does or 
better,” Anna said. “It’s a ton 
of pressure.”

While there are similarities 
and trends among younger 
and older siblings, they seem 
to change with each relation-
ship.

“There is a lot of research 
on birth order trends that 
one can look up on the Inter-
net, but I see great variability 
from family to family,” Slone 
said. u

Senior Viet Huynh walked into 
his family room and asked his sister, 
Tammy, if she could drop him off at his 
friend’s house.

“Sure, but Viet, your grades should 
be your main priority right now. True, 
life is about having fun, but working 
hard now will give you a much longer-
lasting sense of gratification when you 
grow older,” Tammy replied, walking 
to the garage.

“OK, mother, can you drop me off 
now?”

Viet’s 30-year-old sister laughed and 
got into the car.

This typical scene in the Huynh 
household exemplifies the interactions 
that take place when one sibling is 
much older than another. 

Because of his rare situation, Viet 

does not live with his parents but rath-
er with his older sister, Tammy. He de-
cided to finish his high school experi-
ence and stay in Saratoga rather than 
adjust to new environments 
and move to Las Vegas with his 
mom. Because Tammy looks af-
ter him, Viet sees her, literally, as 
a parental figure who can give 
him powerful advice and sound 
wisdom on mature matters.

“Some advantages of having 
a large age gap with siblings is 
they can guide you,” Huynh 
said. “I live with my oldest sis-
ter, so it might be different from a true 
sibling relationship because I see my 
sister as a huge parental figure.”

Older siblings often act innately 
as parental figures, influencing their 
younger siblings in ways siblings clos-
er in age cannot.

“My brother is good at giving ma-
ture advice about all kinds of topics, 
and he’s old and strong, so I feel safe 
around him,” junior Geena Zhou said 

about her 27-year-old brother, 
John, with whom she still main-
tains a close relationship.

“People who are closer in 
age to their siblings are more 
involved in their lives,” Zhou 
said. “I didn’t get to see my 
brother much when he was in 
college. I’d like a smaller age 
gap so I could see him more 
often.”

Unlike Zhou, sophomore Ethan Gel-
fand likes having the house to himself. 

“I like having a large age gap be-
cause I don’t have to be bothered about 
borrowing things, and I don’t need to 
share things with them. What’s mine is 
mine,” Gelfand said. u

Age gaps make relationships unusual

Smart brothers and high expectationsIt's all relative
Exploring the dynamics between often irksome but always loved siblings

Sisters school smaller siblings

At 8, sophomore Vivian Li began 
pestering her parents for another sib-
ling because she had no one anywhere 
close to her age to talk to at home. 

But her scheming did not work. 
She remains an only child, living with 
her two parents. At times, she hopes 
for variety in her life rather than 
the everyday parental conver-
sations at home. 

“Having a sibling would 
definitely be really fun 
even though they could 
potentially be annoying,” 
Li said.

For Li, being an only 
child can be lonely at 
times. 

“Being an only 
child is different 
because your par-
ents concentrate 
all of their at-
tention on you, 
and while that 
could be a 
good thing, I 
would rather 
have anoth-
er sibling to 

change up the lifestyle at home,” Li 
said. 

Home life can be quiet and repeti-
tive without the liveliness that sib-
lings can bring. If she had siblings, Li 
would want an older brother, older 
sister or even a twin sister. 

“I would want [an older broth-
er or sister] so that I wouldn’t 

have to go into school un-
prepared. I would have a 
sister to go shopping with 
or a brother to give me cri-
tique on taste,” Li said. 

Extra attention is not 
something that Li feels she 
needs. 

For Li, the desire to 
have a sibling stems from 
the simple hope of finding 
someone to make life more 
interesting. 

“[Having siblings] would 
change my life and make 
sure that every day would 
not be the same as every 
other one,” Li said. u

—Kim Tsai

One and only
Sophomore laments lack of siblings

BY NikhilGoel

For sophomores Will and Sam Guy, 
having a twin is a comfort. Home life 
is never lonely, and there is always 
someone to talk to. 

“He’s always there. We do almost 
everything together,” Will said. 

Will and Sam take Chemistry 
Honors, Art 2 and Spanish 3 together. 
They also compete in many of the 
same sports, including soccer, cross-
country and track. 

“It’s competition to get better,” Will 
said. “With running, the competition 
is a lot more defined. With school, we 
just help each other out there.”

Sam agrees with Will in that there 
is a lot of competition between the 
two. 

“We compete in almost ev-
erything,” Sam said. “We end 
up fighting a lot.” 

As fraternal twins, Sam 
and Will’s looks differ due to 
their different set of genes. 
They also have different 
strengths, although most of 
their interests are the same. 

“I guess he’s more into 
math than me, and I’m more 
into science, if we’re talking 

about school,” Will said.  
Will says that having a twin is very 

different from having a sibling be-
cause, as a twin, Will shares the exact 
same experiences with Sam. 

They are able to do everything to-
gether because of their same age and 
grade. 

“It can get annoying because he’s 
always around, but I also always 
have a friend,” Sam said. u

—Kim Tsai

Oh, brother!
Twin brothers both friends and rivals

BY SierraSmith

”Can I come on the date with 
you?” junior Olivia Whiting’s 9-year-
old sister, Francesca, asked her as Ol-
ivia straightened her hair.

“There won’t be enough seats,” 
Olivia replied.

“I can sit on 
your lap!”

Having two 
younger sisters, 
Whiting is used 
to conversations 
like these.

“I think being 
the oldest child 
in the family 
gives me an advantage with regard to 
parental expectations,” Whiting said. 
“I don’t really have anything to live 
up to.”

Compared to other parents, Whit-
ing feels that hers are more relaxed.

“They trust me, and they’re fig-
uring out limitations as I grow up. 
Whatever bar I set will probably be 
the lowest expectation for my sisters,” 
Whiting said.

Now that her siblings are older, 
Whiting argues with them much less 
than she used to.

“Anna, my 13-year-old sister, is a 
lot easier to get along with now that 
she’s more mature,” Whiting said. 
“We can have real conversations.”

The seven-year difference between 
Olivia and her 
youngest sister 
sometimes pres-
ents challenges. 

“Francesca 
is more imma-
ture and cer-
tainly gets on 
my nerves more 
than Anna, who 
has grown out 

of the mindset that teasing and pes-
tering is funny, [does].”

Although Olivia is not always the 
center of attention, she enjoys having 
her sisters around.

“I have to stay home or change 
plans sometimes to babysit, but it’s 
nice having someone understand 
when parents are being unreason-
able,” Whiting said. “It’s more enter-
taining to have siblings who can make 
you laugh.” u

—Aashna Mukerji

Three’s company
Eldest sister sets excellent example

junior Olivia Whiting

It’s nice having 
someone 
understand when 
parents are being 
unreasonable.”

Having immediate access to the 
bathroom is something that most 
people take for granted. As the third 
of four children, junior Feargus MacF-
hionnlaoich counts himself lucky 
when there’s no 
line in the morn-
ing.

“I don’t mind 
sharing, but nev-
er having had 
my own room 
is annoying,” 
MacFhionnlao-
ich said. “My 
siblings can get 
irritating, but we all get along.”

Despite having two older sisters 
who were focused on academics, 
MacFhionnlaoich feels that his par-
ents simply expect him to try his best 
and meet his own goals in school.

“My parents are more lenient on 
me and my brother, if our sisters set 
a good example,” MacFhionnlaoich 
said.

MacFhionnlaoich’s oldest sister, 
Niamh, attends UC Davis. His sister 
Sinead graduated from SHS last year, 
and his younger brother Conall is cur-

rently a freshman. MacFhionnlaoich 
spends time with his siblings in a va-
riety of ways. 

“My sister gives me rides when 
I don’t have a car; my other sister 

helps me with 
homework; and 
my brother and 
I play video 
games togeth-
er,” he said. “We 
argue, but we 
also joke around 
a lot.”

MacFhionn-
laoich believes 

that being the third-born child is the 
best position.

“The eldest sets the examples, has 
to be the most mature and has to mind 
the annoying younger siblings. The 
second has to measure up to the first, 
and the fourth is the youngest and has 
the least privileges. The third child 
gets lessons from the older siblings’ 
successes and failures and knows how 
to improve,” MacFhionnlaoich said. 
“Third rocks.” u

—Kim Tsai

Full house
Being third-born is best, junior says

junior Feargus MacFhionnlaoich

The third child 
gets lessons from 
the older siblings’ 
successes and 
failures.”
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Toga’s Dream Teams

Underdogs reach CCS finals
The 2008 field hockey team 

was considered one of the best 
Saratoga has had, coached by 
Amber Olsen Wilson. They 
came in second at CCS, only 
losing in the final game by one 
goal to Los Ga-
tos. Ever since, 
field hockey has 
gained popular-
ity at Saratoga 
and the expecta-
tions have been 
high. 

‘08 alumna 
Laura Ruddy played defense 
for the team during the historic 
season. She believes that season 
was the best year ever and a lot 
of it had to do with team chem-
istry. 

“The team was very close,” 
Ruddy said. “That made it eas-
ier to mesh on the field. There 
was hardly any drama and 
the friendship made even the 
toughest practices a blast.”

Ruddy also attributes the 
season to the amount of tal-
ent on the team. She said Kelly 
Darchuk, also a senior that year, 
was by far one of the best goal-
scorers and all-around player s 
in the league. Stephanie Doug-
lass, another member of the 

class of ‘08, was 
u n s t o p p a b l e 
in goal and is 
now a stand-
out player on 
the University 
of Pacific team. 
Anna Schroed-
er, class of ‘09, 

held the defense together and 
now plays at Vassar College. ‘10 
alumna Vanessa Block stepped 
up to control the midfield and is 
currently playing at Wesleyan 
University. 

“Playing field hockey at 
Saratoga was definitely one 
of the best experiences of my 
high school years,” Ruddy 
said. “I made amazing friends 
and learned a lot about myself, 

too.”
Darchuk played center for-

ward that season. She believes 
that was the best year.

“We beat St. Francis twice 
that year,” Darchuk said. “I 
think we were one of the only 
teams to beat them and they 
had been in first place for years 
before the ‘08 season.”

Claire Marsh, a senior that 
season, played forward and 
loved the team. 

“It was our best season as a 
team because not only did we 
have our strongest players but 
our team was more bonded 
than any other team I have ever 
been on. This was the reason we 
did so well. The team morale 
was great,” Marsh said.

Marsh joined the Univer-
sity of Southern California club 
teame. 

“Field hockey at Saratoga 
was by far my favorite sport,” 
Marsh said. “I would go back 
and do it a million times over if 
I could.” u

BY MeganBenzing

‘09 alumna Claire Marsh sweeps the ball to ‘09 alumna Kelly Darchuk (10) in a 2008 game against Pros-
pect. During this season, Marsh and Darchuk led the field hockey team on a run to the CCS championships.

2008 field hockey

2010 boys’ swimming

Relay team sets record time

sports
shorts

Boys’ soccer: Martin header beats LG
A combination of a near-impenetrable back line, 

steadfast senior leadership and loads of talent helped 
give the boys’ varsity soccer team a 2-1 preseason re-
cord. With wins over Wilcox and Los Gatos, the team 
is off to a positive start, even with a 2-0 loss to Juni-
pero Serra High School.

On Dec. 1, junior forward Eric Martin’s header to 
the far post off of a long ball from Ramakabir carried 
the team to a 1-0 victory over Los Gatos. 

“It’s always tough playing Los Gatos, they are 
a good team and they made it a physical game, but 
overall we were the better side,” senior center mid-
fielder Max Dorling said. “Even though we should 
have doubled or tripled our score, it got our season off 
to a great start.”

—Nikhil Goel

for complete stories, check saratogafalcon.org

When putting on their goggles, swimming 
their warm-ups and getting ready for one of their 
final swims of the season, the 2009 boys’ varsity 
4x100 freestyle team probably didn’t predict the 
enormity of what their next race would bring. 

But when then senior Matt Murray, senior Ben 
Hinshaw, sophomore Adam Hinshaw and fresh-
man Ian Burns beat the national high school re-
cord for the race, they immortal-
ized it.

The relay team, along with 
great performances by multiple 
swimmers at the 2009 CCS tour-
nament, helped gain the attention 
of the swim world and helped the 
2009 varsity swim team, coached 
by Christian Bonner, win the title 
of Swimming World Magazine National Cham-
pions. 

On May 19, 2009, at the CIF Central Coast Sec-
tional Championships, the fearsome foursome 
broke the national high school record for the 
4x100 freestyle relay.

“After the actual race it wasn’t that much of 
a huge deal. To be honest I don’t think we knew 

we broke it until someone else told us about it,” 
‘09 alumnus Ben Hinshaw said. “We were just 
out there to race and try to get another win in the 
relays.” 

Current senior Ian Burns was the youngest on 
the team and remembers what it was like to swim 
his fastest time that season.

The Hinshaw brothers were also proud of their 
effort and success during the race. 

“I knew I had to swim really fast,” ‘11 alumnus 
Adam Hinshaw said. “I needed 
to give my brother [Ben] a big 
enough lead to win the race.”

While remembering the race, 
Ben Hinshaw notes that the swim 
brought out what he loved in the 
sport. 

“It was really fun being able to 
participate in that relay and have 

the opportunity to break a national record,” Ben 
Hinshaw said. “We swim for fun, to race and en-
joy the good times. Recognized or not, I’m still 
proud to be part of that team.”

Aside from the relay, several swimmers made 
top times and helped the team gain points to-
ward winning the meet, and eventually the na-
tional championship. u

BY AnikaJhalani

Courtesy of PRO IMAGE STUDIOS

Team wins it all
2010 girls’ Tennis

The members of last year’s girls’ ten-
nis team could put their index fingers up 
at the end of last season and know that it 
was true. Boasting numerous champion 
titles, such as the Northern California 
champion title, as well as an undefeated 
26-0 record, the girls worked together 
to create the ultimate 
“dream team.”

The accomplishments 
of the team will not soon 
be forgotten. The players 
blew away the competi-
tion, managing to win the 
CCS Team Champion-
ship, CIF-Regional Championship and 
Fresno Classic Tournament. 

“To be able to beat every tough high 
school from all over Northern California 
is a great feeling,” head coach Tom Uye-
hara said. “I believe this is the first time 
the girls’ tennis team has had so much 
success in one season.”  

A number of factors combined to 
make the team probably the strongest 
girls’ tennis team ever at school.

“There were a lot of new players who 
all brought something different to the ta-
ble,” ‘11 alumna Catherine Nguyen said. 
Nguyen currently attends UCLA but 
does not play tennis there. “At the same 
time, the team felt very comfortable with 
each other so we were all excited to go 
out to practice and play, encourage each 

other and be more motivated to win.” 
According to Uyehara, the strength of 

the team rested in the depth of the line-
up. The doubles teams, in particular, 
led to crucial wins that made the team 
the top-dog throughout the year. No. 1 
doubles team of current seniors Sarah 
Lum and Lisa Asai, for example, worked 
well together and even became the best 

doubles team in CCS.
In the CCS tourna-

ment, the team’s doubles 
were able to sweep many 
of the matches, which 
took pressure off of the 
singles players, Uyehara 
said. For example, dou-

bles partners Mary Edman, class of 2011 
who plays tennis at Colorado College, 
and junior Nikki Bedekar, as well as 
Asai and Lum, brought the team many 
important wins. 

“All of our doubles teams came to-
gether at clutch moments and we all 
worked extremely well together,” Ed-
man said. 

The team was able to win so many 
matches because each player was confi-
dent with the position she was playing 
in, according to senior Crystal Yen, who 
played No. 1 singles this year and last 
year.

Edman also believes that an overall 
strong line-up was vital to the team’s 
success.

“We had great depth within our team 

because a lot of our doubles teams had 
played together in the past,” Edman 
said. “Our singles players were [also] 
very skilled and highly ranked.”

Individual skill wasn’t the only factor 
that made the team so strong. The overall 
chemistry of the team was remarkable, 
making each win a true team effort.

“Having a team with so much talent 
often proves to be difficult, but this team 
was a pleasure to be around because 
everyone put the team first,”  Uyehara 
said.  

Off the courts, the players were close 
friends. On the courts, they were a well-
oiled machine.

“It makes the season a lot better when 
your team is close,” Edman said. “Our 

team knew when to have fun and also 
when to take things seriously.”

The players certainly took things 
seriously at NorCals, fighting against 
the elements and persevering despite a 
forfeited match to earn the number one 
title.

“It was really close [until] the end. We 
finally won after going through all these 
rain delays, location changes [and for-
feiting] a match,” Nguyen said regard-
ing the match against Monta Vista.

Nguyen remembers the excitement at 
the trophy ceremony.

“We just were laughing like crazy 
and had to keep repeating to each other 
that we were undefeated,” Nguyen said.  
“We could barely believe it.”u

Members of the 2010 girls’ tennis team celebrate with the CIF Norcal champions’ trophy.
Courtesy of MARY EDMAN

BY DeniseLin

Dominant team ranked second in the nation
Throughout the school’s long history, 

there have been few sports teams that 
have achieved the level of success that 
the 2010 boys’ varsity tennis team en-
joyed. At the end of the terrific season, 
the team finished at second in the entire 
nation, only behind 
Menlo School in 
Atherton.

The first major 
victory of the season 
was at the Wawona 
Peachtree Classic 
tournament, a state 
tournament featuring 108 different 
teams. 

The team crushed all competition, 
placing first in the tournament with 
an amazing 27-1 record, winning three 
matches 7-0 and one match 6-1.

“It was my first tournament as a fresh-
man, so I was really pumped up,” junior 
Henry Shen said.

This performance served as a preview 
of the rest of a remarkably dominant sea-
son.

“I expected us to get to at least CCS 
finals. I knew that we had a really strong 
team,” Shen said. “A lot of [the people on 
the team] were nationally ranked.”

‘11 alumnus Nikhil Jayashankar, who 
now plays for Northwestern University, 
agreed that the team showed great tal-
ent.

“Before the season, I expected to win 

CCS and be one of the best, if not the best 
high school team,” Jayashankar said. “I 
thought we had a good chance to go un-
defeated.”

After the Peachtree Classic tourna-
ment, the team was invited to participate 
in the prestigious Newport National 
Tournament, a national tournament 

where the team was seeded 
third. After a strong perfor-
mance, the Falcons lost to 
Menlo in the semifinals.

Throughout the rest of the 
season, the team steamrolled 
through all other teams, 
warming up for the year-end 

tournaments.
“We were always the favorite to win, 

which gave us confidence,” said ‘11 
alumnus Andrew Lo, who now trains 
at the Chris Evert Tennis Academy in 
Florida.

But along with the increased confi-
dence from being the instant favorites, 
there was also a huge amount of pres-
sure.

“There was a lot of pressure to perform 
well and win every match we played,” 
Jayashankar said. “Even the best teams 
thought they were the underdogs when 
they played us.”

Finally, the season ended as expected 
when the Falcons met arch-rival Menlo 
School in the CCS Finals. Ultimately, with 
victory hovering close, they lost 3-4.

“The bad part was that it was four loss-
es all to Menlo in three situations where 

we were supposed to meet our expecta-
tions,” ‘10 alumnus Michael McGinnis 
said, who now plays for Boston College.

Initially, the Falcons were leading 
3-2, but then a flurry of sudden injuries 
doomed the team. In the last two remain-
ing matches, both John Lamble and An-
drew Hsieh began to cramp badly, ulti-
mately losing both matches. 

The team was disappointed that they 
did not fulfill their initial expectations of 
winning the championship, Jayashankar 
said.

“If we had won, then we would have 
been ranked No. 1 in the nation,” Shen 
said.

Despite the disappointment that the 
Falcons suffered in the heartbreaking 
CCS loss, players still look back fondly 
at the season.

“The best part about being such a good 
team was that we got to play some of the 
best teams in the country,” Jayashankar 
said. “It was so unique to have that many 
good players who got recruited to play 
in college all on one high school team. It 
was something that none of us will for-
get.”

McGinnis said the season was unfor-
gettable.

“We only lost to one team the entire 
season, [which was] Menlo,” McGinnis 
said. “Although we did not accomplish 
all of our original expectations, we still 
had a pretty amazing season in terms of 
the things we accomplished as a tennis 
team.” u

BY NicholasChow

2010 boys’ Tennis

TALISMAN // ADITYA DEV

2011 alumnus Michael McGinnis went 
undefeated as the team’s No. 2 singles 
player during the 2010 season. 

The boys’ soccer Team, wiTh hopes of a ccs run,  can look for inspiraTion 
from recenT Teams, some of The greaTesT in The school’s sporTs hisTory

Boys’ basketball seeks preseason wins
The boys’ basketball team ended an up-and-down 

preseason feeling ready to take on the best of the El 
Camino League.

The team lost its first preseason game to Soquel 
54-41 on Nov. 28. Despite the large margin of defeat, 
players were not concerned, as the game had no bear-
ing on league results or CCS qualification, and could 
be considered a warm-up.

“In our game against Soquel, none of our shots 
were going in and we weren’t physical enough,” se-
nior power forward Salmaan Javed said. 

The team turned its fortune around during its next 
game, an easy 49-35 win on Dec. 1 against Live Oak.

The Falcons’ preseason standouts included Ber-
man, who scored 26 points against Live Oak, and ju-
nior shooting guard Alex Wang, who began the sea-
son as the team’s sixth man, but played his way into 
a starting spot. 

—Will Edman

Girls’ b-ball: sophomore contributes
This year’s varsity girls’ basketball team will be 

welcoming more underclassmen and juniors, one of 
whom is sophomore Dharini Ramaswamy.

When she was a freshman, Ramaswamy played on 
Varsity for some games at the end of the season. She 
switched between the positions of point guard, shoot-
ing guard and power forward.

“This year we will have a lot of underclassmen 
playing and less seniors, so we will have to step it up,” 
Ramaswamy said.

—Anika Jhalani

Girls’ soccer competes in higher league 

Competing in one of the top leagues in CCS, the De 
Anza league, the girls on the varsity soccer team have 
a challenge ahead of them this season. The team rose 
up to the challenge in its first few pre-season games 
of the year.

During the preseason Palo Alto tournament the 
team tied Menlo 1-1, and lost 1-0 to an elite Moun-
tain View team despite several remarkable saves from 
goalkeeper Alyson Nilan Axline.

“I think we did really well in competing with one 
of the teams, [Mountain View], which we will play in 
league,” senior captain Kari Clark said.

—Shivani  Chadha

Wrestling: tournament ends in forfeits
The wrestling team competed in its first dual meet 

on Dec. 2 and lost to all the other schools. The team 
almost won against Monta Vista, but suffered because 
of the large number of matches they were forced to 
forfeit, due to team members who were unable to at-
tend the tournament. 

“[We] were kind of expecting it,”  captain  Alfred 
Murabito said. “We didn’t have a full team. If we had 
won one, that would have been great.”

—Wren Sutterfield

Toga’s Dream Teams

12-0 league record•	
All three losses came •	
against nation No. 1 
Menlo

25-0 overall record•	
Won CCS, Norcal •	
championships

Defeated league •	
favorite St. Francis 
en route to CCS final

Swimming World •	
Magazine national 
champions

MICHELLE SHU
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       Two Toga-related 
Tumblr blogs rise in popularity

Those of you who dedicate 
hours scrolling through Tumblr 
have probably already seen the 
posts by “Saratoga Problems” 
and “Toga Troubles.” These two 
anonymous, submission-based 
Tumblr sites chronicle idiosyn-
crasies of our beloved school 
and have generated much at-
tention on the widely used 
blogging forum. 

Both sites have existed since 
mid-November and have made 
more than 100 posts in total. 
They poke fun at topics ranging 
from the new school schedule 
to difficult class assignments. 

“I like the Tumblr sites be-
cause the posts are funny and 
relatable,” senior Brian Leung 
said. “There was one about Mr. 
Yim and how he walks behind 
the projector-screen in the mid-
dle of his lectures.”

Both Tumblr pages take sub-
missions from students and 
craft them into “problems” 
and “troubles” or “sweets” 
and “treats.” Toga Troubles ap-
pears to have been the first 
to start putting up 
the m o r e 

positive 
p o s t s 
a b o u t 
t h e 

school, 

after receiving criticism for be-
ing seemingly negative, hyper-
critical and at times somewhat 
unpleasant to others. These 
sweets and treats include refer-
ences to the Senior Quad Day 
and the nearly undefeated girls’ 
tennis team.

Through this online outlet, 
students feel they can bond over 
shared frustrations and success-
es. A “Saratoga Problem” noted 
that SHS is the “only school 
with a bouncer for the library” 
and generated a good 30 notes, 
which includes “likes” and “re-
blogs” by other Tumblr users. 

“The posts are relevant since 
we encounter these topics every 
day,” Leung said. 

The Tumblr blogs have even 
reached the attention of alum-
ni.

“When I first heard about 
Saratoga Problems and Toga 
Troubles, I laughed pretty 
hard,” 2011 alumnus Nick Ren-
da said. “Some of my favorite 
posts were about Aeries being 
the top visited website and stu-
dents staying up late for SAT 
scores.”

But who are the creators of 
such social magnets?

“It’s most likely a group of 
upperclassmen,” said Leung. 
“but who knows?”

On Saratoga Problems, peo-
ple submitted guesses as to 

who owned the Tumblr page, 
and some names included ju-
niors Joanne Sturge and Shireen 
Kaul and seniors Izzy Albert 
and Zara Sheikh, who deny 
ownership of the blog. The site 
claims to be run by multiple 
seniors, who promise to reveal 
their identities at the end of the 
school year. 

“I think the blogs are a great 
way to make jokes about how 
unique Saratoga is, but it’s im-
portant not to be cocky about 
it.” Renda said. “As long as it 
remains a joke, I’ll be a fan.”

To check out the two blogs, 
go to saratogaproblems.tumblr.
com and togatroubles.tumblr.
com. u

o

Born on Christmas: Sophomore appreciates special birthday  

I was born on December 
25th—a date more com-
monly known as Christ-

mas. In 1995, I was 
supposed to be due 
a week or two after-
wards, but my moth-
er was already going 
into labor.

As the years have 
passed, I’ve seen the 
negatives and posi-
tives of this birth-
day. On the nega-
tive side, none of my 
friends are around during 
Christmas, so obviously, 
this means no birthday par-
ties. Those who are nearby 
are often spending time 

with family. On the positive 
side, as I grew older and my 
older sisters moved away, 

they would always 
be back for Christ-
mas to celebrate my 
birthday, no matter 
how busy with work 
or school they were.

It has become a 
Christmas tradition 
for every member of 
our family to leave 
behind the burdens 
of daily life and re-

turn home to spend time 
with each other. With my 
family spread around from 
traveling, business trips 
and college, it is a rare oc-

casion for all of us to be in 
the same place at the same 
time—I cherish these get-
togethers above all others.

Something that always 
makes me smile when I tell 
others of my birthday is that 
there are two totally differ-
ent responses, either “that’s 
awesome!” or “that stinks.” 
More often than not, the re-
sponse is “that stinks.” I’ve 
always wondered why this 
is. Christmas is an awesome 
day to have a birthday—
everyone is home and there 
are plenty of presents to go 
around.

However, I’ve discovered 
that the negative connota-

tion associated with hav-
ing a Christmas birthday is 
because people only think 
about the presents. Normal-
ly, one would receive both a 
Christmas and a birthday 
present each year. Since my 
birthday and Christmas are 
rolled into one, it seems 
logical to others that I am 
missing some presents. 

Additionally, I have 
heard people worry that 
others will forget about my 
birthday because Christmas 
may override it. 

This only shows the com-
mercialization and ridicu-
lous hype of Christmas. 
Presents aren’t everything. 

Although companies may 
try to convince everyone to 
spend as much money as 
possible, it isn’t the main 
point of the holidays. In-
stead, the holidays should 
be significant for spending 
time with family,  celebrat-
ing the end of one year and 
looking forward to a new 
one.

So, for me, it doesn’t 
matter that I don’t receive 
as many presents or that I 
can’t have birthday parties. 
Christmas is a time for my 
family and having every-
one together significantly 
makes up for a few missing 
birthday presents. u

p la ro id s

buzzworthy

Senior Christine Bancroft and junior 

Joanna Lee decorate the Journalism 

room with holiday cheer on Dec. 1.

FALCON // WREN SUTTERFIELD

Junior Amy Jan sells candy 

cane grams to junior Nessa Kim 

for Red Cross Club on Nov. 30.

A-Team member sophomore Grace Ma pours a drink for freshman Carolyn Sun at the Link Crew pizza social during lunch on Nov. 30. 

Teacher Jill McChrystal sells her handmade jewelry to a parent at the Holiday Boutique, a fundraiser for the senior class on Dec. 3.  

TALISMAN // KYLIE TSENG

ChrisTmAs PiCK-uP 
linEs

Can i add some spice to 
your eggnog? 

ho ho hopefully you’ll 
be mine!

We belong together like 
cookies and milk. 

i checked it twice and 
i’m sure that you are on 
my “naughty” list.

i fa-la-la love you.

nikhil Goel & 
rohan rajeev

Can i take a picture of 
you to show santa ex-
actly what i want this 
Christmas?

You shine more than a 
string of Christmas lights.

i better be seeing you 
under the tree because 
you’re on my wish list!

shouldn’t you be at the 
top of the Christmas tree, 
angel?

I must be a snowflake, 
because i’ve fallen for 
you.

toptencrosswordanswers
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Congratulations Evan Ye 
(12), winner of last issue’s 
crossword. Correction on 
11: “Freddie” the Falcon. 

BY serenaChan
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Pettersson

“Money Money Money.” Many people are on the quest for coveted Benjamins, but per-
haps the more important issue is, once you have your money what will you do with it? 
This specialty section will guide you on how to spend, save, invest and value money. 

FALCON // ROHAN RAJEEVCourtesy of MET CAMPUS IMAGES

With the holidays come Santa, hot 
chocolate and long lists of gifts for 
friends and family: perfume for the 
aunts, scarves for the cousins, photo al-
bums for the grandparents. The 
presents begin to pile up, and so 
do the bills. Yet bringing joy to 
the holidays should inspire cre-
ativity, but not put pressure on 
the piggy bank. 

Junior Sara Pettersson begins 
her Christmas shopping about 
two to three weeks before the big 
holiday. She first carefully makes 
a list of what she wants to buy 
and the locations where she can find the 
gifts. 

“I try to buy something special for all 
my friends; something unique for them 
that I know they will love,” Pettersson 
said. 

With a credit card that her parents 
have entrusted to her, Pettersson shops 
at local malls such as Valley Fair, mainly 
for clothes for her female friends. 

“I think fashion is really fun, and I 
think it is fun to get something for them 

that I think would fit them, although it is 
hard,” Pettersson said.

Additionally, Pettersson puts togeth-
er her own scrapbooks as Christmas 
presents.

“I love making them for my friends 
in Sweden, like with memo-
ries that we have together from 
when they visit me over here,” 
she said.

Other students use their own 
money during the holidays. 
Sophomore Brian Park uses 
money he has saved, including 
allowance, to buy gifts for his 
family every Christmas season. 

“I would get my brother 
video games,” Park said. “My dad loves 
golf, so probably a golf club, and [for] 
my mom, jewelry. It all depends on how 
much I have during that year.”

Freshman Brandon Nguyen avoids 
the shopping malls but takes a little time 
each year to make homemade cards from 
materials around the house for his three 
family members. 

Math teacher Audrey Warmuth par-
ticipates in many gift exchanges during 
the holidays. With her family in Canada, 

members draw names out of a hat, and 
each person buys only for one other per-
son. With her husband’s family in South-
ern California, members buy gifts for all 
the other members.

“It tends to be really expensive,” she 
said. “But a lot of the time it’s just gift 
cards bought for each other, so the mon-
ey kind of ends up floating right back. 
It’s a bit of an odd tradition as well.”

Some of her favorite gifts over the 
years have been homemade ones. 

“I always really appreciate baked 
things because I usually don’t have time 
to do that myself,” Warmuth said. “I 
have my set of recipes that I tend to go 
back to all the time, so it’s interesting to 
see what traditions other people have in 
their families as well.”

The math department also holds a 
Christmas party annually for themselves 
and their families. It usually is a potluck 
meal before winter break.

Each guest only brings one gift in the 
White Elephant game. Each person picks 
a gift when his or her name is drawn, and 
he or she can choose whether to steal an-
other person’s gift or open another.  

“It’s a lot of fun,” Warmuth said. “You 
go home with something; you brought a 
little something. We have a lot of laughs 
doing it. That’s a nice way to share 
the holidays and not spend a lot of 
money.” 

The Internet provides a wide 
array of information on gifts 
that users can wisely use to 
research before stepping into 
stores. In that manner, 
people can avoid the traps 
of stores like IKEA, with a 
strategic zigzag pattern 
to confuse customers 
about exit locations 
and make them more 
likely to see products 
they would pur-
chase. 

Simple Google 
searches for “cheap 
gift ideas” will provide 
thousands of results, but 
customers will have to weed 
through hundreds of strange 

gifts, like candle lighters and peanut 
butter cup collections. Students should 
evaluate whether they would rather 
spend  hours browsing through web 
articles and comparing prices online or 
running from store to store in the mall 
for the best deals.

Keep in mind not to procrastinate 
holiday shopping until the few days be-
fore Christmas, since stores realize that 
those late customers will pay high prices 
just to get gifts for all of the people on 
their lists. 

Remember that friends and family 
will still love the simple homemade gifts 
they receive, whether they be draw-
ings, albums or food. There’s no need to 
empty the wallet every holiday season 
on lavish presents. u

How to save for the holidays
BY EvalineJu

known as the season of shopping, winter can be tough on the wallet, 
but students and teachers work to find ways around the mass spending

FALCON // MICHELLE SHU

Problems Solutions

Spending too much money 
on holiday cards. →

Create your own personal cards using 
materials you already have at home.

Spending too much time and 
money making food for holi-
day parties.

→
Create potlucks to share the responsi-
bility of cooking and spending money 
on food.

Spending too much money 
every year on a Christmas 
tree.

→
Buy a reusable and environmentally 
friendly Christmas tree that will keep 
saving you money.

Having problems with stay-
ing within the budget for 
holiday shopping.

→
Create scrapbooks or make cookies 
and other pastries as gifts for friends.

Solutions to Tight Wallets During the Holidays
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In our high school, kids don’t seem to 
appreciate the things they are given, 
especially when it comes to cars. For 

those of you who don’t know, I drive 
the classic “mommy van”—a 1999 teal 
Toyota Sienna. It’s my mom’s, and if 
she needs it, I’m out of luck. But person-
ally, I’m thankful I even get a vehicle to 

drive. 
For the past two 

years I have been on 
an mission to find a 
car that isn’t used by 
soccer moms to drive 
her two kids and all 
their friends around 
(my van fits seven, by 
the way).

Using my “sob 
story” about my peers 
getting BMWs and 
Mercedes didn’t get 

me anywhere with my parents. Not 
even a budge when I would come home 
with stories of that kid that crashed his 
Beamer and got a brand new one soon 
thereafter. Nothing. 

Nevertheless, I was determined. I de-
cided to try negotiation. “If I do this, can 
I get a car?” “What if I save up?” “I’ll 
take care of it, I promise!” Again, noth-
ing. 

One fateful day, it worked out that 
my brother purchased my step-grandfa-
ther’s 2001 Ford Ranger with only 30,000 
miles on it for $5,000. That’s an incred-
ible deal. 

I decided to try to find a similar deal 
that could maybe convince the parental 
units to help out with payment. But I 
had too much trouble and gave up. 

A few weeks back, one of my good 
friends told me how they were most 
likely getting a brand new car. I was 

distraught, even a little 
jealous. But, like friends 
should, when he found 
out I wasn’t getting a 
car, he became deter-
mined to help me out. 

After two weeks, we 
had put together a mas-
sive spreadsheet with 
around 40 cars we found 
on Craigslist and other 
online car dealerships. 
It included each car’s 
year, model, price, spec-
ifications, Kelly Blue 
Book price (a site that 
you can insert all a cars 
specifications and it’ll 
tell you its worth), eBay 
price, Consumer Report 
price and the Consumer 
Report reviews. It was 
beyond epic. 

All the cars were 
$8,000 or less. Most were 
from 2003 or older, had 
been in an accident or 
had more than 120,000 
miles on it. Some even 
had salvage titles. 

To put the miles into 
perspective, consider a 
car having a life of 100 
years. Roughly 100,000 
miles is about 50 years, 
or a half-life. After 100,000 miles, 
the car starts experiencing more techni-
cal and mechanical problems. 

I had to face the facts: These cars were 
too unsafe to be driving for longer than a 
few months. Maybe my swagger wagon 
wasn’t so bad. It runs relatively well and 
the after-market speakers I had installed 
are wonderful. But then again, doing all 

this work showed my parents I was re-
sponsible and committed, so my dreams 
are still thriving. I guess we’ll just wait 
and see. 

I know I’m not the only one wishing 
they had something to call their own or 
at least something meant for a teenager 
to be driving, not a mom. 

But for those of you who have the 

BMW’s and the Mercedes, consider the 
cost of it and how much value it truly 
holds. With such valuable vehicles, they 
should be handled responsibly or at least 
appreciated. Also, it makes all of us with 
the mommy-vans and other less-than-
ideal cars cringe when we think how 
well we would have treated your cur-
rently crashed or dented, Beamer. u

Reality check: Don’t forget to pause 
and appreciate the value of your cars

MONEY, MONEY, MONEY

As president of Investment Club, ju-
nior Johnny Chang urges students to 
join because it is one of the best ways 
to learn about making good decisions 
in the stock market with a hands-on ap-
proach. 

“We have the ability to put our real 
money into an investment,” Chang 
said. “Our club’s mission is to teach our 
members about personal finance, what 
investing can do and how to invest with 
different strategies.” 

Many students think the stock market 
is too confusing to understand. Howev-
er, Investment Club adviser Kirk Davis 
believes the average student could ben-
efit and learn from investing in stocks.

“It’s not the most exciting topic some-
times, but I think it’s possible if someone 
is willing to learn a little bit of account-
ing and has a fundamental interest in in-

vestments,” Davis said.
Investing in stocks may even have ad-

vantages over working a regular job. 
“When you get a job, you do trade 

physical labor and time for money. By 
investing, you use your money to do the 
work for you,” Chang said. “In short, 
you make your mon-
ey grow itself.”

Chang made his 
first investment two 
years ago when he re-
alized that he wanted 
to put his money to 
good use. He started 
by investing $500 
and has now sig-
nificantly increased 
his principal. Chang 
suggests investing in quality companies 
with sound financials and competitive 
advantages such as superior advertis-
ing techniques. However, trading stocks 

also has its risks.
“No matter much analysis you do, it’s 

not going to completely remove the pos-
sibility of losing money,” Chang said. 

Students can also choose to wait until 
they take economics during their senior 
year. Teacher Mike Davey does a person-

al finance unit where 
he teaches students 
about student sav-
ings, mortgages, 
loans and debt. 

Davey believes 
an important part 
of personal finance 
is investing in order 
to save for a house, 
retirement and chil-
dren. 

“Over the course of the last three 
years or even 100 years, the best way to 
invest your money is in the stock mar-
ket,” Davey says. 

Davey lectures on what the stock 
market is, what stocks are, how to pick 
stocks and what to look for when pick-
ing stocks. To personalize the learning 
process, Davey has each one of his stu-
dents participate in a stock market simu-
lation.

“They track stocks and turn in reports 
on how their stocks are doing and why 
they chose those stocks,” Davey said. 
“It’s a long-term process, but I think 
they’re starting to get the idea of it.”

In the end, Chang encourages ev-
eryone to begin growing their money 
instead of earning less than 1 percent 
interest from leaving money in a bank 
account. The sooner one starts, the more 
he or she can make from accumulating 
returns, a concept known as compound-
ing.

“It’s absolutely never too late to start 
investing,” Chang said. “But compound-
ing waits for no one.” u

GROW YOUR MONEY
Investment Club anD Davey’s eCon stoCk sImulatIons teaCh 
stuDents how to effeCtIvely manage, Invest theIr money
BY AshleyTang

Chang Davey

During Columbia University’s fall 
break, the first weekend of November, 
‘11 alumna Grace Kim, a freshman at Co-
lumbia, decided to take full advantage 
of the school’s proximity to downtown 
Manhattan. Along with friends, Kim 
went shopping, saw Broadway shows 
and tried many of New York City’s fa-
mous eateries.

At the end of the five-day break, Kim 
reached a dilemma: she had spent all but 
$25 of her $500 monthly allowance. “In 
five days, I lost all my money,” Kim said. 
“It’s so easy to spend money when you 
live in New York, especially being a col-
lege student.”

More freedom, less money
Kim is not alone in her financially 

volatile situation. College freshmen all 
over America must make this difficult 
transition, and spending behaviors often 
change when students are forced to fend 
for themselves. 

“In college, no matter how hard you 
try not to keep spending money, you do 
anyway,” ‘10 alumna Deepti Raghavan 
said. Raghavan is a sophomore at San 
Jose State University. “People are always 
going shopping and buying new clothes 
and shoes, and they eat out excessively 
because they don’t feel like cooking.”

Often, alumni such as Kim and 
Raghavan receive a monthly allowance 
for free spending, in addition to money 
used for necessities such as textbooks 
and food. However, others are expected 
to use their own money to survive col-
lege life. 

Tim Rollinson, a freshman at Cal Poly, 
San Luis Obispo, said that his parents 
provide no allowance, and he is expect-
ed to use money from previous summer 
jobs to stay afloat.

“Summer jobs aren’t fun, but they be-
come worth it when you have money to 
spend in college,” Rollinson said. “I still 
can’t spend as much as people with al-
lowances, but I don’t spend that much 
money anyway.”

Although the alumni consensus 
agreed that saving money is difficult, 
they have found numerous methods of 
remaining fiscally sound.

Part-time jobs
When Raghavan attended college her 

freshman year, she was nowhere near 
prepared to manage her money.

“In high school, my parents always 
gave me whatever I needed or wanted, 
and when I went to college, they told me 
I was on my own,” Raghavan said. “I 
don’t think I was prepared to financially 
stand on my own.”

However, Raghavan said that a recent 
development that has greatly lifted her 
fiscal burden is a recently obtained job 
at Macy’s Department Store, where she 
now works 15 to 20 hours per week.

“[The job] gives me money, and it also 
helps with time management because I 
have to make sure I have time for school 
before anything else,” Raghavan said.

Most campuses additionally offer 
on-campus jobs for those without cars, 
Raghavan said. In fact, according to a 
U.S.  government census in 2010, more 
than half of college students are part of 
the workforce, compared to less than 25 
percent of high school students.

Key word: Budget
However, some college students, 

such as Kim, who is part of Columbia’s 
archery team, cannot find time to fit jobs 
into busy schedules. Kim works part-
time summer jobs, but sometimes in-
come is not enough.

“If I spent any more allowance in No-
vember, my savings would be down to 
zero,” Kim said, in reference to her fall 
break spending binge. “That would re-
ally stink.”

In response to her personal financial 
crisis, Kim came up with an elaborate 
solution: She created an Excel spread-
sheet to track her finances.

“It’s very detailed, actually,” Kim 
said. “It says how much money I spend 
each day, whether I use cash or card, and 
what I spent it on. It’s helping me stay 
within my allowance limits.”

Kim is not the only alumnus who 
has found a hard budget to be an effec-
tive solution. Leah Capek, a freshman at 
George Washington University, learned 
that she could only stay afloat in down-
town Washington, D.C., with the help of 
a tight budget.

“I have to think about how much 
a month I’m going to spend on books, 
food and transportation,” Capek said.

As a result of difficult financial situ-
ations, many college students have 
learned a lesson in fiscal responsibility, a 
key feature in the students’ transition to 
independent living. 

“I barely spend any money anymore,” 
Rollinson said. u

CASH
STRAPPED:
BY WillEdman

Students park their cars—including a Infiniti G35 and a BMW 3-Series—in the front school parking lot. 
FALCON // SERENA CHAN
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alumniadvice

‘11 alumna Erin Wong
(University of Washington)

I buy fresh food 
and go to farmer’s 
markets to avoid 
unnecessary 
eating expenses.” 

‘11 alumna Talia Balma
(University of Washington)

I try to limit the 
number of times 
I eat food from 
restaurants.”

How do you save 
money during 
college?

‘11 alumnus Vijay Menon
(Duke University)

I shop at stores 
like Old Navy, 
which I think has 
great clothes for 
good prices.”

Above: ‘11 alumna Grace Kim enjoys a meal during an outing in New York City. As a 
freshman at Columbia University, Kim learned to save and spend her money more care-
fully after splurging most of her monthly allowance within the first week of school. 
Below: ‘11 alumnus Tim Rollinson (far right) attends a football game at the California 
Polytechnic Institute, San Luis Obispo. Rollinson earns most of his money from summer 
jobs, spending money only on items that he needs. Some of the things Rollinson spends 
money on are sports games and university events, expenses that are closely linked with 
the college experience.

Courtesy of GRACE KIM

Courtesy of TIM ROLLINSON

alumnI share lessons on hanDlIng 
tIght fInanCes as College stuDents
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Whether we spend money or save 
it, we all care about it and use 
it. We ask ourselves questions 

every day regarding its use: “Should 
I really get a large drink for two more 
dollars?”; “Maybe I shouldn’t get this 
shirt, it’s too expensive” or even “I got 
20 bucks today, let’s go spend it all!” 

No matter who we are, the majority 
of us think about money every day. But 
one of life’s bigger questions for parents 
is “How much money should I spend 

on my kid’s educa-
tion?” Or, more sim-
ply, private or public 
school? 

I had this question 
put into retrospect a 
few weeks ago when 
I found out that Bel-
larmine’s tuition for 
one year is $16,000. 
I was shocked. For 
four years of high 
school, a parent 

is paying a total of $64,000, or more, if 
there are multiple children. That’s not 
including external costs either, like food 
or fees. 

Do you have any idea of how much 
you could buy with that kind of money? 
Let me help. Two brand-new sedans. Ex-
actly 129,293 Jack-in-the-Box tacos. 4,267 
$15 shirts. 9,481 Chipotle burritos. Get 
the point yet? It’s a lot of money. 

I decided to do some research. Here 
is the breakdown of all the local private 
school’s tuition for one year. Harker: 
$36,435. St. Francis: $13,950. Mitty: 
$14,900. Bellarmine: $16,000. Sacred 
Heart in Atherton: $32,560. 

Taking the most expensive into ac-
count, four years of high school at Hark-

er would cost $145,740. That money 
could buy a 2012 Audi R8 or a home in 
most of the U.S. 

Going back to Bellarmine, the median 
in cost, how is it any different than our 
school? 

It could be said that Bellarmine has 
some better sports teams and a greater 
variety of them such as rugby and hock-
ey. It also have college counselors in ad-
dition to its regular counselors. 

It’s likely that Bellarmine, as well as 
other private schools, sometimes have 
better programs for students with more 
specialized needs than most public 
schools have as well. And let’s not even 
mention the countless days of school 
they get off. 

But if you have an ordinary kid who 
has no dire need to play on a high school 
hockey team, then the public school 
route seems like the perfectly good op-
tion to me. 

Private schools can be more of a hassle 
than an average family needs. They can 
be many more miles away from home 
than the closest public school, and get-
ting there can take over 30 minutes. 

Also, most private schools are affiliat-
ed with religion, and that could be hard 
for a student who is non-religious or be-
lieves in a faith other than the school’s 
religious choice. 

Using our school district as an exam-
ple, I don’t see why any parents would 
spend thousands of dollars on an educa-
tion their kid can have at a public school 
for free. 

Our students are just as smart as the 
private school students. Our students 
work just as hard as the private school 
students. What’s the big difference? 

Oh yeah, just $64,000. u

Are private schools really worth it?
falconfigures

St. Francis, 
Mountain View$13,950 

$14,900 Archbishop Mitty, 
San Jose

Bellarmine College Prep, 
San Jose$16,000 

Harker, San Jose$36,435

$32,560 Sacred Heart Prep, 
Atherton

Annual tuition of local private high schools

Things you can buy for $64,000 (4 years of private school)

129,293 Jack-in-the-Box tacos 

9,481 Chipotle burritos

WAYS TO SAVE MONEY

topten

Ashwini Velchamy

McDonald’s every day. Don’t let 
“Super Size Me” deter you.

Get your morning coffee from 
Mrs. Anzalone’s or Mrs. Head’s 
rooms.

Forget all the fancy private col-
leges. And maybe the UC’s too.

Put your money in a box. Lock 
it. Throw the key away.

Leave everything in the same 
place in your house. Then you 
can get around with all of the 
lights off.

Occupy Fresh Choice for lunch. 
And dinner.

Bring Ziploc bags or large purs-
es to buffets.

Eat all your meals at Costco’s 
sample stands.

Live in cave. No electricity bill 
or water bill. 

Take showers at school. But 
avoid the swimmers.

be smarter.

• SAT/SAT II/ACT/AP Prep

• Subject Tutoring

• GPA Management

• College Counseling

• College Essay

• College Application

• Mid-Term Exam Prep

Give The Gift
Of Knowledge

“C2 helped me become a more 
critical reader, allowing me to improve 
my SAT critical reading score. Overall, 
C2 helped me raise my SAT score of 200 
points. The multitude of resources that 
C2 has allowed me to take countless 
practice tests, and this was the key to my 
success.”

Victoria S.
(Accepted to Cornell University)

Winter Break Intensive Classes 
Are Available. Call Now!!

1.800.777.7000

Visit our blog at c2educate.com/blog
for more success stories

Cupertino: 408.865.1140 • Dublin: 925.479.9400 • Fremont: 510.792.3700 

Millbrae: 650.259.0290 • West Portal: Opening Soon! • c2educate.com

New students only. Offer cannot be 
combined with any other promotion. 
Participating centers only.

$50 OFF
Diagnostic Testing & Consultation

Offer Valid 1/31/12

How does SHS compare with private schools?

togatalks

senior Claudia Walsh

St. Francis 
placed more 
emphasis on 
sports and 
religion; it 
just depends 
on what you 
like.”

senior Ruchie Bhardwaj

I think SHS 
is easier than 
Harker, so 
I like the 
environment 
here more.” 

sophomore Manini Desai

At Harker, 
teachers give 
you more 
attention, 
but here, you 
need to seek 
help.”

senior David Adler

I appreciated 
the smaller 
class sizes at 
my private 
school in 
Dallas.”
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