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Once again, a record number of stu-
dents are taking a record number of 
AP tests, continuing a trend set since 
the school implemented its open ac-
cess policy six years ago. 

This year alone, the school has 475 
students taking a total of 1,064 tests. AP 
tests begin on May 2 and run through 
May 13, said secretary/CCC coordina-
tor Bonnie Sheikh. 

Enrollment in AP classes has been 
increasing drastically since 2004, when 
the school implemented open access 
for AP English, history and science 
courses. The policy gave students with 
baseline grades the opportunity to 
take AP classes. Previously, students 
needed a certain GPA to be allowed 
to take specific classes; for example, 

to get into an AP English class, seniors 
needed a 3.5 GPA in all prior English 
courses, said assistant principal Brian 
Safine.

Additionally, a more recent change 
explaining the jump in students taking 
AP exams is the introduction of AP En-
vironmental Science, which now has 
three full classes.

Incredibly, despite the huge increase 
in students taking AP classes and fears 
that fewer students would pass the ex-
ams, the opposite has happened. 

“We are at a point last year in 2010 
where the percentage [of students 
passing] is higher than it was before 
the open access,” said Safine.

To help students prepare, most 
teachers have been handing out AP 
testing practice material from work-
books, textbooks and even worksheets 
as homework.

“[Math teacher Audrey Warmuth 
ordered] us prep books so our home-
work for the month was just doing 
problems from that book,” sophomore 
Geena Zhou said.

After taking an AP course, most 
students will take the AP test for that 
class in the same year for convenience. 
AP testing allows students the chance 
to receive college credit. 

“Part of my reason to take AP tests is 
to make sure I am doing well in my AP 
classes, up to par with the standards 
and I’m also hoping that the AP credit 
will count in college so I can skip some 
classes,” junior Kellie Chiou said.

The high cost of AP tests mainly 
goes to the College Board. The school 
makes $8 per test, which covers nu-
merous expenses such as proctoring 
and sending AP teachers to training 
conferences. u
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May 1  Pancake Breakfast
Come to the Quad from 8 a.m. to 
12 p.m. for music and food.

May 2  AP Testing Begins
Don’t expect to see many upper-
classmen for the next two weeks 

May 3  Parcel Tax
Voting ends for Measure A. For 
more information on the budget 
see In-Depth on page 18-19.

May 14  Benefit
Support the Special Olympics at 
this fashion show in the Quad.

May 21  Senior Prom
Dance the night away at the 
Sheraton Palace Hotel.
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For visitors and students alike, the 
most prominent feature of the SHS cam-
pus may be the McAfee Performing Arts 
and Lecture Center. A gleaming structure 
of glass and steel equipped with state-
of-the-art technology and renowned for 
its excellent staff, the McAfee is a venue 
that is sought after by not only students 
and members of the Saratoga commu-
nity, but also by other organizations lo-
cated outside our city’s boundaries. 

Yet it is precisely this popularity that 
has raised concerns over whether the 
McAfee Center is being utilized fairly, 
and whether the district should be re-
evaluating its current policy governing 
its use. 

“Over the years, I do hear from many 
people, especially the Redwood Musi-
cal, that they are not able to book the fa-
cility for the dates they need and for the 
rate that they need,” said parent Shinku 
Sharma at the school board meeting on 
March 1. 

BY AlbertGu
& AmyJan

LET THE TESTING BEGIN
Number of AP tests breAks records As 475 
studeNts PrePAre to tAke 1,064 exAmiNAtioNs

Teachers’ policy of scheduling the 
finals for AP classes slightly before 
students take the actual AP exams is 
popular with juniors and seniors, ac-
cording to a recent poll conducted by 
the school. 

In first semester, finals are given 
during finals week, which is the last 
week of the semester. However, in sec-
ond semester, AP course finals are often 
given in late April, which is why  ad-
ministrators wanted to gauge students’ 
opinions about early finals for the sake 
of AP exams.

Six hundred and sixty students from 
the junior and senior classes were given 
an optional one-question poll, asking 
if they preferred having finals and AP 
exams close to each other. Eighty-two 
percent of 202 students who responded 

favored finals in late April before AP 
testing. The other response favored fi-
nals in late May or early June. 

“[The poll] was new. I think it was 
very exciting and appropriate to get 
student input before [teachers] built 
a schedule,” said assistant principal 
Brian Safine. “Doing that for the first 
time was a positive student-centered 
[response.] It was overwhelming; 80 
percent of students wanted it.” 

The reason most upperclassmen 
who responded favored finals before 
AP tests is the material will still be fresh 
in their heads after days of studying.

“The only concern is that there are a 
lot of tests in a short amount of time,” 
Safine said. “But in the end of the day, 
we’ve asked the student voice—if it 
had been 50-50, that would be differ-
ent. With 80 to 20, however, we believe 
that we are really helping students.” u

BY AnshuSiripurapu

Students prefer finals near AP tests

 District board looks 
to balance demand 
for McAfee Center

From left to right: assistant principal Brian Safine  
guides a full house of students in filling out their AP 
testing forms in the McAfee Center during tutorial on 
April 22. A wide variety of practice AP testing books 
is available to students at the College and Career 
Center.  
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BY KellyLiu

A poll shows 
that 82 percent 
of 202 student 
responses 
prefer having 
finals closer to 
AP tests.
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“Part of my reason to take AP tests is to make sure I am 
doing well in my AP classes, up to par with the standards.” 

Junior Kellie Chiou

KYUMIN SHIM
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Juniors substitute buses for limos at prom
Juniors excitedly waited at the high school last Satur-

day night for their magic carpets to arrive—this year, in 
the form of chartered buses. Although many were disap-
pointed at not being able to ride in limos, the buses were a 
surprising success.

“There was confusion over what time the buses were 
supposed to come,” assistant principal Karen Hyde said. 
“The students had to wait a little but I think that was the 
only problem we faced.”

Students piled onto five buses. They picked which bus 
to ride and had to get on the same bus after prom.

“I was a little disappointed we didn’t get to ride in limos 
this year,” junior Rachel Le said. “But the prom buses were 
good because they were a lot cheaper and there wasn’t any 
drama involved.”

Two hundred sixty students attended junior prom at the 
Corinthian in San Jose.  See pages 11-12 for more informa-
tion about the event. 

—Olivia Chock

Few changes to 2011-12 class offerings
Last year due to the budget deficit and lack of sign-ups, 

elective courses such as CAD (Computer Assisted Draft-
ing) and Creative Writing Poetry were cut. Since the results 
of course sign-ups rolled in March 4, administrators are de-
termining what courses will be cut and what changes will 
be made to each department for the coming 2011-12 school 
year.

Continuing trends from recent years, the Japanese 3 
Honors class will be cut, leaving only Japanese 4 AP. Japa-
nese courses are slowly being cut as a result from the lack 
of requests for Japanese 1. A modification in the language 
department for this year was the combination of 5 Honors 
and AP Chinese and French in their respective languages. 
This change will carry on for next year as well.

“It’s sad that our already small Language Department 
has to be further trimmed,” said junior Viraj Parmar, who 
is currently enrolled in AP Spanish Literature. “But there’s 
really no other solution at this point.”

According to assistant principal Brian Safine, the district 
is trying to keep class sizes roughly the same for next year. 
Some electives may be cut if there aren’t enough sign-ups, 
but the numbers are not final yet. 

“Saratoga and Los Gatos are still in relatively good shape 
compared to folks in revenue-limited districts,” Safine said. 
“If the budget situation were to become worse, students 
may begin to feel the impact.”

The final piece in the puzzle for class offerings is the par-
cel tax proposal now in front of district voters. Results of 
the voting should be final in May.

—Kelly Liu

Grad night preparation right on schedule
As the end of the school year nears, parents continue to 

work to bring Grad Night to fruition despite a large num-
ber of seniors who have not purchased bids yet. 

Parents are sworn to secrecy regarding the event’s prep-
aration and theme, yet they say that Grad Night planning 
is right on schedule. Past Grad Nights have included exten-
sive decorations and multiple activities, including a hypno-
tist who many considered last year’s highlight.

“The bid-selling process is not going as well as I expect-
ed,” said parent Ainin Edman, who is in charge of tickets 
and administration for the Grad Night Committee.“ There 
are about 100 seniors who haven’t bought them yet. Stu-
dents must remind each other to buy their bids, because it 
would be a shame if some graduates couldn’t attend Grad 
Night.”

Edman said that students can find Grad Night forms on-
line and can either send the signed form with the $205 cost 
through mail, or they can bring their forms to a box avail-
able in the attendance office.

Although not all bids have been sold, preparation and 
decoration for Grad Night itself is running smoothly. “The 
preparation is going extremely well,” said Shanku Sharma, 
a co-chair of Grad Night Committee. “We have lots of fun 
activities planned, and it is going to be awesome.”

Edman refused to reveal the theme of Grad Night, al-
though she gave a clue, stating that the theme was “a lot of 
fun. Fun fun fun. All about fun.” 

—Will Edman

Seniors Chris Chung, Tim Rollinson and Aditya Dev (left to right) sing “Vampires’ Lament” from the 
movie “Forgetting Sarah Marshall” at the talent show held on April 7 in the McAfee Center.
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corrections
Susie Nagpal’s name was misspelled on page 1 in the April 8 issue.

Senior plans to continue animation through college
falconfocus

BY AllisonToh

Going into her freshman 
year, senior Courtney Maa 
never expected that taking one 
little animation class could 
take her so far.

Under the instruction of 
teacher Tony Palma, the class 
allowed Maa to develop an 
immediate interest in 
the subject. She has 
mastered Adobe Flash 
and has garnered skills 
such as better artistic 
ability and judgement 
on the movement of 
characters. 

“I’ve never had 
any experience with 
animation before, so 
when I was choosing classes 
I saw the class and I thought, 
‘Oh that seems pretty cool,’” 
Maa said. “My mom was like, 
‘I think you should take that 
class’ after I read about it.”

After the starter course, 
Maa enrolled into the MAP 
Program, where she expanded 
her interest.

“[When I first took the class] 
I never thought I would actu-
ally consider majoring in ani-

mation,” Maa said. “I’m glad 
I took the class. It taught me a 
lot and I really learned to love 
animation.”

While most students are 
accustomed to watching ani-
mation come together on the 
screen, Maa works behind the 
scenes, creating her own ani-
mation projects and videos.

“I like the fact that 
it’s creative and you 
can take still images 
and make them into 
moving scenes.” Maa 
said. “I like that you can 
make pictures come to 
life and become inter-
active.”

Maa has made a 
number of short anima-

tion films, ranging from a piece 
of toast being put into a toaster 
to a slideshow on 2011 spring 
fashion trends.

“My ideas come from my in-
terests and my environment,” 
Maa said. “I also pay attention 
to what’s going on.”

 Maa also uses her anima-
tion skills for class projects.

“[The civil rights video] was 
for a MAP project and I did it 
with my friend Alex Chan,” 

Maa said.
According to Maa, ani-

mation is often tedious and 
time-consuming. A video can 
take up to a few days or a few 
weeks.

“It’s really stressful at times 
because it goes into my home-
work time,” Maa said. “But I 
enjoy animation a lot and I al-
ways have lots of fun with it.”

Even though she has been 
working on animation for four 
years, Maa does not want to 
focus entirely on animation in 
college.

“I want to continue with 
animation but I want to pur-
sue some of my other interests 
too,” Maa said. “So I’ll prob-
ably double major.”

Maa is going to attend UC 
Berkeley in the fall, and she is 
planning to study nutritional 
science and toxicology in addi-
tion to animation. Maa recom-
mends animation for anyone 
who wants to try something 
new.

“It’s a lot of fun,” Maa  said. 
“You get to be creative and use 
your imagination, and apply 
an idea and watch it come to 
life on screen.” u

Maa
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The data represents values from the entire school. The distribution of ages 
in each grade has a wide range. Note the overlap between the senior and 
sophomore age distribution around Feb. 1994, and the overlap between the 
junior and freshman age distribution around Feb. 1995.
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Source: Registrar
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Screenplay writer and director Ed 
Solomon and actor David Warshofsky 
found their passion for film at Saratoga 
High in the late 1970s when they were 
both students here. 

“There was a lot of healthy competi-
tion [at SHS],” Solomon told students, 
parents and teachers at an event at the 
McAfee Center on April 21.  “Those years 
were important in discovering myself.” 

Solomon, along with other filmmak-
ers, shared personal stories and advice 
regarding a start in a moviemaking ca-
reer during the Media Arts Program’s 
Speakers Series fundraiser event “Inside 
the Art of Filmmaking.” Senior David 
Mandell was the host for the event. 

The speakers, who came from south-
ern California to attend the event, were 
from different professions of the film 
and production industry. Solomon, War-
shofsky, visual effects producer Monette 
Dubin and Pixar Animation Studios’ di-
rector of photography for lighting Dan-
ielle Feinberg, were part of productions 
including “Bill and Ted’s Excellent Ad-
venture,” “There Will Be Blood,” “Incep-
tion” and “WALL-E,” respectively.

The three-hour event consisted of 
Mandell asking questions as to how each 
filmmaker spends a typical day at work, 
how they started their jobs and advice 
for students interested in their fields. 

Dubin and Feinberg provided infor-
mative presentations about visual effects 

and the lighting in the movie-making 
process. Feinberg had also showed pho-
tos of the Pixar Studio.

“It’s an amazing place to work at. It’s 
incredible that you get paid for doing 
something you love doing,” she said.

Feinburg also noted that although she 
did not get accepted into the workplace 
immediately, she kept trying to fulfill 
her dream.

“Twenty four hours after the rejection 
call, [Pixar] called me again,” said Fein-
berg. “It reconsidered me for another 
part of the company. I ended up getting 
the job.”

Solomon and Warshofsky reminisced 
in their past experiences in high school, 
which was their first step to pursuing 
their careers.

“When I was in [SHS], I participated in 
the Variety Show,” Solomon said. “That 
was when I found my talent for writing 
jokes and making others laugh.”

Warshofsky also shared many per-
sonal accounts from his acting career—
being a part in Broadway musicals and 
feature films—but he said that he will 
never regret his acting career.

“After so many years of acting, I real-
ized that I was never unhappy with it,” 
he said.

The conclusion of the event was fol-
lowed by a time for receiving auto-
graphs, pictures and personal advice 
from each of the four speakers. 

Sophomore Benedict Chiu had a posi-
tive experience at the event. 

BY JoannaLee

Going ‘Inside the Art of Filmmaking’

“The MAP Speaker Series was inter-
esting. It drew from different aspects of 
film making,” Chiu said. “I especially 
enjoyed the technical aspects of Pixar.”

Each of the speakers provided stu-
dents with personal advice and uplifting 
stories on how they each succeeded.

“I always knew from that I wanted 
to pursue directing and screenplay writ-
ing,” said Solomon. “My friend and I 
rented a center during college. We im-
provised a story about two silly guys 

who knew nothing about history. I took 
that and expanded it to ‘Bill and Ted’s 
Excellent Adventure.’”

Dubin shared his belief that everyone 
can reach their dreams if they have the 
ambition to go after it.

“Life is bigger than what the book 
has to offer. If you’re interested in a film-
making job, go out and do it,” advised 
Dubin. “We’re just four jobs in a huge 
variety of jobs the world has; go out and 
explore.” u

Guest MAP speakers Visual Effects Coordinator Monette Dubin (left) and actor David War-
shofsky (right) talked about the film and production industry in the McAfee on April 21. 

Leaders announced for 
the next school year

MAP event

On the afternoon of April 7, senior 
elections commissioners Jenny Zhang, 
Kevin Mu, Karthik Annaamalai and  
Grace Kim and junior Varsha Ramesh 
thought that the results of the ASB 
elections were done, and they were 
ready to announce the results. 

But then information emerged that 
the online voting system may have 
been tampered with. Evidence about 
whether this happened was unclear, 
but it was enough for the commission 
to re-do the entire election the old-
fashioned way: by in-class voting.

The incident illustrates the difficul-
ty in trying to hold a fair, convenient 
election at a time when technology is 
both easy to use and to interfere with.

“We saw numerous votes coming 
from same IP address,” said Mu. “To 
make sure that the votes were fair we 
decided to have a paper ballot election 
as well.”

While the online elections are more 

efficient, this change caused a lower 
percentage of students voting for their 
future ASB leaders, but this lack of 
participation was not a primary con-
cern for the elections committee.

“Elections tend to end up being 
based on popularity and not actually 
based on skill,” said Mu. “By mov-
ing them online, people who actually 
cared ended up voting.” 

While the commission tried to 
make the elections more efficient, the 
online voting results actually ended 
up showing some discrepancies. 

The commission hopes to resolve 
the problems with the online voting 
in time for future elections. By doing 
so future, they hope they will have an 
easier time calculating votes and en-
suring that elections are not simply 
popularity contests. 

 “I personally prefer voting online; 
it’s easier and faster,” said Sutardja. 
“But to ensure a legitimate vote, we 
must change how students are veri-
fied and how votes are recorded.” u

BY AanchalMohan

Elections do a ‘do-over’

The ASB officers and editors-in-chief 
for both the newspaper and yearbook 
have been decided for next year. ASB 
elections, however, had to be held twice 
because of complications with the vot-
ing system (see boxed story).

In the end, juniors Anshu Siripurapu 
and Shivani Chadha ran unopposed for 
the positions of 
ASB president 
and secretary, 
respect ively. 
Junior Izzy Al-
bert won the 
position of ASB 
vice president, 
sophomore Da-
vid Zarrin was 
elected ASB 
Treasurer and 
sophomore Joanna Lee won position of 
Board Representative. 

The new ASB officers are already 
thinking of ways to improve events 
and commissions by reviewing suc-
cesses and failures from this year.  

“I’ll talk to the [Homecoming] com-
mission about posting some definite 
rules because there was some ambigu-
ity this year about the role of parents 
and how much they can do,” Siripura-
pu said. “I also want to look at the 
election system for next year. Some 
changes need to be made to have no 
problems.”

For journalism, eight juniors applied 
for the two newspaper editor-in-chief 
spots and five applied for the three 
yearbook editor spots.

“The problem I have is that there are 
so many people who are well-qualified 
that it becomes difficult to choose,” 
journalism adviser Mike Tyler said. 
“Ultimately, it comes down to what 
people’s strengths are. It’s really a lead-
ership, editing and organizational posi-
tion.”

Out of all the applicants, juniors 

BY MichelleShu Christine Bancroft, current In Depth 
editor, and David Eng, the current 
School Scope editor, were chosen 
for newspaper, while juniors Shilpa 
Nagesh, the Reference editor, Ailene 
Nguyen, the Mini-Mag editor, and Al-
yssa Wu, the editors’ assistant, were 
chosen for yearbook.

“When I went to the room, my heart 
was beating  
very fast,” Eng 
said of the mo-
ment the deci-
sion was made 
public.

The editors-
in-chief are pre-
pared for the in-
creased amount 
of work waiting 
for them in the 

coming year. 
“This year I’m editors’ assistant, so 

I’ve spent a lot of time, which doesn’t 
even begin to compare with how much 
time editors need to spend in year-
book,” Wu said. “I think I’ve gotten a 
pretty good feel for what it takes to be 
an EIC, so I’m really grateful for that 
experience.” u

ASB President: 
Anshu Sirapurapu (11)

ASB Vice President: 
Izzy Albert (11)

ASB Secretary: 
Shivani Chadha (11)

ASB Treasurer: 
David Zarrin (10)

Board Rep: 
Joanna Lee (10)

Editors-in-Chief (Newspaper): 
Christine Bancroft (11), David Eng (11)

Editors (Yearbook): Shilpa Nagesh (11), 
Ailene Nguyen (11), Alyssa Wu (11)

Next Year’s Officers

bigideaTH
E

“The problem I always 
have is that there are 

so many well-qualified 
people that it becomes 

very difficult to choose.”
Journalism adviser Mike Tyler

((
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While most students at SHS 
will be spending the first Sun-
day in May hastily poring over 
thick AP prep books, the music 
department will be enjoying de-
licious pancakes and perform-
ing throughout the morning in 
the Saratoga Music Booster’s 
annual Pancake Breakfast, 
which will take place from 8 
a.m. to noon on Sunday, May 1, 
in the quad. 

“It’s our biggest fundrais-
ing event,” said assistant band 
director Seth Jones. “We’re hop-
ing for a huge attendance this 
year since we need the funds to 
support our programs.”

The performance has both 
Saratoga High and Redwood 
Middle School music groups 
along with groups from the el-
ementary district. The Saratoga 
High Choirs, Symphonic Bands, 
String Orchestra, Wind Ensem-
ble and Percussion Ensembles 
will perform along with the 
Redwood Middle School Jazz 
Band, Color Guard, Dance 
Team, Symphonic Band, Griffin 
Band and Vivace String Orches-
tra. The elementary school’s be-
ginning band and string groups 
will also perform.

The pancake breakfast is 
more than just an enjoyable 
morning meal; it is one of the 
biggest fundraisers for the 
music department. Tickets sell 

for $10 in advance and $12 at 
the door. Last year’s breakfast 
raised nearly $10,000 for the 
music department.

“Pancake breakfast is a great 
time for friends and family to 
get together and enjoy some 
great food and music,” said 
junior band member Vikas 
Nookala. “All the money goes 
to support our music programs 
as well.”

In addition to preparing for 
fundraisers the department 
is looking toward its end-of-
the-year events that take place 
shortly after the end of AP test-
ing. The SHS Jazz Bands I and 
II will have their end of the year 
concert on May 12, the Sym-
phonic Bands on May 18 and 
the Orchestras and Wind En-
semble on May 20. The choral 
groups will have their end -of-
the-year concert on May 25.

The department is also in 
preparation for their annual 
Memorial Day performance 
at Madronia Cemetery, which 
will take place this year on the 
morning of May 30. SHS bands 
and choir will perform in the 
ceremony which also features 
speakers from the community 
and Redwood Middle School.

“The Memorial Day perfor-
mance is the most important 
performance of the year, in my 
opinion,” Jones said . “It’s our 
chance to give back to the com-
munity with music.” u

Pancakes, jazz 
coming right up!

Flying back to the Falcon’s nest, meeting old friends
SEvErAl FormEr SArAtogA clASSmAtES comE togEthEr thiS yEAr

Lawyer, writer, software engineer, ca-
terer. Living in Sweden, Italy, Mexico, or 
Southern California. Walking into a high 
school reunion is overwhelming, yet un-
deniably exciting to see the diverse paths 
former friends and peers have taken af-
ter graduating. 

Saratoga High alumni have diligently 
been planning reunions—one class or-
ganized a fun night at Strike! Bowling 
in Cupertino while another planned an 
upcoming formal reunion event at  the 
Rinconada Country 
Club. 

On a yearly ba-
sis, around three 
classes organize re-
unions, contacting 
the school at times.

 Assistant prin-
cipal Karen Hyde 
said ,”We offer the classes a tour of the 
school of areas such as the science build-
ing, basically things that weren’t around 
when they were here.” Due to the popu-
larity of social networking sites, classes 
have had absolutely no issue finding 
nearly every single one of their previous 
high school classmates.

Class of ‘05
Celebrating their five-year reunion 

over Thanksgiving weekend this past 
fall, the class of ‘05 contacted people 
mostly through Facebook. Coordinating 
the event was Margaret Stevens, who 
was the senior class president of her 
2005 class, and had the responsibility of 
organizing such reunions. 

“We wanted to choose somewhere 

that could accommodate as few as 25 or 
as many as 300 of us that didn’t require 
us to rent a room and pre-sell tickets,” 
Stevens said. 

The class of 2005 had their five-year 
reunion at Strike! Bowling because it 
had a bar, food, bowling and an arcade 
so people had a variety of activities to 
choose from. The reunion planners set 
the date and time window and then en-
couraged people to come out to mingle 
and reconnect. 

“We had more than 50 people show 
up, and it was really fun,” said Stevens. 

“We hope to in-
crease the number 
for the 10 year re-
union.” 

Class of ‘81
The class of 1981 

has planned a for-
mal reunion event 

at Rinconada Country Club on Oct. 1. 
“We are hoping to see a lot of class-

mates at the SHS football game the night 
before  and possibly a casual get togeth-
er the day after; make a weekend out of 
it,” said Vance Walker, from the class of 
1981, who is now an event planner as 
well as caterer in Los Angeles. 

Walker created a Facebook group for 
the class, which ultimately attracted an 
impressive  444 alumni—70 percent of 
the class.

“Since not everyone is on Facebook, 
people in the Facebook group will call 
or email others and pass their emails to 
me. But a few class members, sadly, have 
passed away,” Walker said.

Eliot Jacobsen, another alumni from 
the class of 1981, created a spreadsheet 

alumni Reunions

“ I got enthusiastic in 
finding people, because 
I don’t want anyone to 

feel excluded.”
Alumnus Vance Walker

((

Math teacher Laressa 
Ridge didn’t expect to start 
her morning on vacation with 
a call from school.

“You may want to come 
down here,” the shool official 
said.

Ridge drove up to the 
school to see four windows of 
her math classroom shattered, 
with pieces of glass inside the 
classroom and on the lawn 
outside. Officials noticed the 
vandalism on the morning 
of April 14. The vandalism is 
thought to have occurred the 
night before.

“I was pretty surprised 
when I saw the vandalism,” 

Ridge said. “There was noth-
ing stolen, so it seemed like 
a prank. Only four windows 
were broken. It was pretty 
random.”

Saratoga High was one of 
multiple high schools van-
dalized, including Pioneer 
and Leland High.

“This sort of thing really 
doesn’t occur often,” said 
assistant principal Kevin 
Mount. “Usually there are a 
couple spray paint pranks, 
but nothing to this level.”  

According to Mount, as of 
now there are no suspects as 
to who vandalized the school.  
The windows have been cov-
ered up by boards and classes 
are continuing as normal.

“When I walked into the 
classroom Monday morn-
ing, I was like ‘what is going 
on?’” said senior Erin Wong, 
who takes child psychology 
with Ridge. “I have seen our 
school get toilet-papered and 
even egged but never some-
thing like this.”

Wong and several other 
students were confused as to 
why their school was vandal-
ized. Few expect any crimes 
in the Saratoga bubble.

“If there was any moti-
vation, I really don’t know 
what it could have been,” 
Wong said. “They didn’t re-
ally achieve anything; so 
they essentially wasted their 
time.”u

vandalism 

Windows shattered

BY AnikaJhalani

FALCON // MAC HYDE

On the morning of April 14, windows at the front of the school were found smashed during break.

BY LillianChen
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BY AnshuSiripurapu

on Google with updated with married/
current names, Facebook pages, emails, 
and more. 

“It has been really helpful because 
it was getting very confusing keeping 
track of everything, especially since a lot 
of women have their married names and 
not their maiden names as their Face-
book name. That is probably the biggest 
thorn in finding people,”Walker said.

Another alumni from the class of 
1981, Graham Craft, set up a Google 
map where one can see where their class-
mates are. “Some are in Mexico, Sweden, 

Italy, and all over the United States—it’s 
great,” Walker said. 

After all the time has passed, alumni 
still make an effort to reconnect—an ef-
fort facilitated by networking sites such 
as Facebook and Twitter.

“I got enthusiastic in finding people, 
because I don’t want anyone to feel ex-
cluded. Usually people don’t seek out 
reunion information, but wait for the in-
vitations,” Walker said. “Using all these 
networking sites was a great way to be 
able to contact as many people as we 
could.” u
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FBI agent? Chef? Students explore their future
Career Day 2011 fell on April 

5 this year, a day when students 
had the opportunity to explore 
possible jobs in which they are 
interested.

The surveys that students 
completed back in the fall about 
their top three professions they 
would like to learn more about 
were used in late March to 
make the students’ schedules 
for Career Day. 

While this day is a relaxing 
and insightful one for students, 
it took a long and tedious pro-
cess to organize, according to 
those involved.

“We actually start planning 
it back in the fall; it really does 
take almost the whole year,” 
said college and career coordi-
nator Bonnie Sheikh. 

Before the compiled list of 
jobs was even sent out to stu-
dents, a speakers’ committee 
was held to find speakers from 
the parental and professional 
community that were willing 
to come in and present their 
trade. 

For the 2009 Career Day, stu-
dents filled our their choices on 
Naviance, and the results were 
then compounded manually 
into schedules. 

This year though, the school 

wanted to go completely paper-
less with the process. 

“This year we wanted to 
filter [the schedules] through 
Aeries so we could dump the 
database from Naviance into 
Aeries,” Sheikh said. 

The selection process was 
made much more efficient this 
way, as 80 percent of the stu-
dents who responded received 
their top three choices when the 
computer matched their sched-
ules, Sheikh said.

The rest of the 20 percent 
presented quite a job for Sheikh 
and the rest of the parent volun-
teers from the CCC, as they had 
to manually go through each in-
dividual schedule request that 
was not matched 100 percent to 
the students’ choices and pro-
vide substitutes for the unavail-
able classes.

“I try to give them their next 
possible and similar match,” 
Sheikh said. 

Students who did not fall in 
this 20 percent category did not 
get their first choices for some 
of their three requests, but they 
were still put in the same job 
area, such as a student who 
wanted to be a veterinarian be-
ing transferred to a zoologist 
class.

Every Career Day, different 
trends can be identified con-

cerning the popularity of cer-
tain careers offered. In the past 
years, a surge of interest was 
seen in science domains such 
as biology and nanotechnology, 
Sheikh said.

“Some of the topics over the 
years have dropped off because 
they’re just not popular with 
the kids anymore, and they re-

flect changes in the economy,” 
Sheikh said. “We try to keep 
current.”

This year, Sheikh said that 
the two most popular career 
choices were FBI and chef, while 
astronomy lagged with only 27 
requests. 

Digital animation this year 
was presented by Pixar animist 

Steve McGrath, who worked on 
the movie “Shrek.”

The administration empha-
sized multiple times that Career 
Day was a regular day of school, 
and that students caught cut-
ting class or switching profes-
sions at the last minute would 
not be tolerated and would re-
ceive a cut. u

BY SabrinaCismas

FALCON // ARNAV DUGAR

Freshman Candice Zheng watches Chef A.J. Szenda while he does a demonstration during Career Day.

Swim-a-Thon splashes 
for Japan relief effort

The varsity and JV swimmers of the 
swim team made a splash on April 8 
during the Swim-a-Thon fundraiser held 
in support of the victims of the recent di-
saster in Japan.   

The girls’ varsity and JV coaches, 
Kristen Thomson and Heather Bridges 
respectively, were the main organiz-
ers for this event, one which the swim 
team put together for the first time this 
year. The entire team participated in the 
Swim-a-Thon in place of its regular Fri-
day practice.  

The fundraiser was set up with a 200-
lap minimum for varsity swimmers and 
100-150 laps for JV. Swimmers raised 
money either lap-by-lap or through a 
fixed pledge, and the funds were do-
nated to the Salvation Army, according 
to Bridges.  

The event received much positive 
feedback from the swimmers them-
selves.

“It was actually really fun!” said se-
nior varsity swimmer Debbie Lin. “Many 
teachers agreed to donate money. It was 
a huge success because everyone partici-
pated.”

Everything went smoothly, and the 
team made around $2,000 for the Salva-
tion Army. 

The team and coaches are even look-
ing ahead to the future.

“Some of the swimmers have shown 
an interest in making the Swim-a-Thon 
an annual event,” Bridges said. “The 
coaching staff will be in full support if 
the students would like to do this event  
again.”

Lin supported this idea and said, “It 
gives swimmers a break from the tir-
ing workouts while earning money for 
a good cause and if not, maybe just for 
funding the swim team.”

Coaches and swimmers bonded dur-
ing the fundraising event when coach-
es Christian Bonner, Courtney Crase, 
Bridges and Thomson jumped in the 
pool as well.

“In the beginning, coach Christian 
challenged the club swimmers who 
were there and tried making us feel bad 
for being ‘slow.’ But we ended up beat-
ing him by a lot,” said varsity swimmer 
junior Rebecca Chen.

Later during the Swim-a-Thon, swim-
mers and coaches began racing each oth-
er half-laps from a dive, stirring up some 
friendly competition.

“More people started to join our com-
petition against Christian, and the whole 
event turned into a match against all the 
coaches who were in the pool,” Chen 
said. “It was a lot of fun!” u

BY SerenaChan

Students hold fundraiser 
for Special Olympics

Each year, students put on a fash-
ion show for a specific charity. This 
year, the Benefit committee, headed 
by seniors Erin Wong, Talia Balma 
and Sara Padash, has chosen to sup-
port Special Olym-
pics. The show will 
be held on May 14 at 
7:30 p.m. in the Large 
Gym. 

In past years, about 
100 students par-
ticipate in the show. 
which raises money 
for a chosen charity 
organization through 
the silent auction, 
money donations and 
ticket sales. 

Last year, the fashion show ben-
efited the Tim Griffith Memorial 
Foundation, which helps to heal and 
strengthen Bay Area communities by 
providing support and services to 
those affected by addiction, violence 
and loss.

“We raise anywhere from $4,000-
$7,000,” said Padash. “It just depends 
on the donations and the number of 
people that come to the show.”

The commissioners have been 
planning the show for about a year. 
The three commissioners get together 
every week to organize the show, call 
stores and make fitting times for the 
student models. 

“A lot of what we are currently 
working on is getting 
items for the silent 
auction that is held be-
fore the show starts as 
well as during inter-
mission,” Wong said.

An addition to this 
year’s show, some 
of the actual athletes  
with the Special Olym-
pics will be walking at 
the beginning of the 
show, said Balma.

It is expected that there will be a 
good turnout.

The numerous hours spent on the 
show make for a great  bonding expe-
rience for the three senior heads, said 
Balma. 

“I’m most excited to see the whole 
show come together,” said Wong. 
“It’s so much work and can be really 
stressful at times, but seeing the final 
outcome will be worth all of the stress 
and craziness.” u

BY MeganBenzing

Career day

Benefit
disaster aid

yougo

What: Fashion show and a  
           silent auction 

When: May 14, 7:30 p.m.

Where: SHS Large Gym

Benefit Show

IF

togatalks

What did you 
think about 
Career Day?

It was really 
fun and was a 
great learning 
experience.

freshman Sanj Nalwa senior Gavin Chu

It was kind of 
boring because 
I’ve been through 
it before in my 
sophomore year.

sophomore Tiffany Yung

Interesting 
because you 
can explore the 
careers you may 
take in the future.
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Ceramics cooks up fundraising at Souper Bowl

This year, more students qualified for 
the National History Day State competi-
tion than in any previous year. The state 
competition, scheduled for April 30 at 
the DoubleTree Airport hotel in San Jose, 
will be showcasing 16 different entries 
from 31 Saratoga students.  

According to librarian Kevin Heyman, 
the breakdown of entries from Saratoga 
is Group Documentary (2), Individual 
Exhibit (2), Group Exhibit (2), Individual 
Performance (2), Group Performance (1), 
Individual Website (2), Group Website 
(3) and Historical Paper (2).

After the first round of judging from 
9:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., any entries that 
qualify will compete in a final round of 
judging from 7-10 p.m.; the awards cere-
mony will take place on May 1 at 9 a.m.

Junior Kenneth Leung’s group of 
five’s exhibit on the Vietnam War quali-
fied for State.

“They judge you on how well your 
project relates to the theme of the year’s 
history day topic,” Leung said. This 
year’s topic is Debate and Diplomacy:  
successes, failures and consequences.

Junior Alton Fong and his group, ju-
niors Vikas Nookala and Peter Chen, 
created a website on the Cuban Missile 
crisis and also qualified for the state 
competition.

“I think this year’s history topic is ex-
tremely relevant to what our country has 
done,” Fong said. “It gives us a better 
understanding of our country’s achieve-
ments and its failures.”

Between the county and state compe-
titions, students attempt to make chang-
es that judges suggested to improve 
their projects, as well as prepare for new 

questions that the judges may ask.
“[The judges] sometimes ask ques-

tions about how well you know your 
topic,” Leung said, “but we got all of our 
research done first semester, now it’s just 
the visual project.”

At the National History Day County 
competition, held on March 19, each 
county sends three entries in each cat-
egory,  according to Heyman. 

California has 58 counties, meaning 
there could be as many as 174 entries in 
each category. California will send the 
top two qualifiers to the National His-
tory Day Competition, which is held at 
the University of Maryland in June.

“Saratoga has never qualified an en-
try for the National competition,” said 
Heyman. “The competition at the State 
championships is fierce. Since we have 
very strong entries in every category, I 
am hopeful that this is the year that Sara-

toga sends competitors to Nationals.”
On April 21, a schedule will come out 

with the time each group will compete. 
Documentaries and performances are 
open to the public during judging, but 
exhibits can only be viewed from 6 p.m. 
to 7 p.m. during the competition. u

you go

What: See 16 history projects with 
subjects ranging from the Vietnam War 
to the Cuban Missle Crisis

Who: 31 students from Saratoga High, 
in addition to students from California’s 
57 other counties

When: April 30, 9:30 a.m.-10 p.m.

Where: The DoubleTree Airport hotel in 
San Jose

State History Day

IF

Students prepare for state competition
BY MeganBenzing
& CeciliaHollenhorst

History Day

community

With 22 massive bowls of soup and 300 
handmade bowls, the school’s “Souper 
Bowl” brings smiles to all, reaching the 
heart of all who try the delicious concoc-
tions.

The Souper Bowl was held on April 
20 in the cafeteria, attracting more than 
300 people. The fundraiser raised a total 
of roughly $2,500 for the ceramics pro-
gram.

“The room was packed for about three 
hours with people warming their hearts 
with soup,” said ceramics teacher Leah 
Aguayo, who organized the event.

With the bowls made by students in 
Aguayo’s ceramics class and delicious 
soup recipes to go with them, the Souper 
Bowl was a big hit.

During the Souper Bowl, students, 
parents and many other people around 
the community enjoyed “all you can eat” 
black bean soup, vegetarian, gluten-free 
minestrone and chicken noodle soup for  
a small donation of $10.

“I enjoyed the pleasant environment, 
and particularly liked the black bean 
soup,” sophomore Eric Tang said. “I felt 
as though a lot of effort was put into it.”

Although the Souper Bowl is com-
monly thought of as only a fundraiser 

for ceramics, Aguayo believes the event 
serves another purpose for the commu-
nity.

“The Souper Bowl is not only a fund-
raiser for the ceramics classes, but it also 
another purpose of building a sense of 
community in our area,” Aguayo said. 
“The Los Gatos ceramics class helped 
out in this event, providing 40 to 50 
bowls for us.”

This year, the Souper Bowl was al-
most cancelled due to an initial lack of 
volunteers and Aguayo’s busy schedule; 
however, with help from parents and 
outside support, the event was able to 
take place.

“I really just couldn’t do it without 
the parents, especially the efforts of Mrs. 
Doles, who really came through for me,” 
Aguayo said. “The support from stu-
dents and merchants like Gene’s Fine 
Foods, who paid for the vegetables, 
helped to bring everything together.”

Even though the early planning and 
organization may have been a tough ob-
stacle to overcome, the Souper Bowl did 
end in a most heartwarming, and deli-
cious manner. 

“It was a huge success and it really 
made me so happy to see people are en-
joying my students’ artwork and enjoy-
ing my students’ soup,” Aguayo said. u

BY ElijahYi

Pro-life advocates march 
outside school campus

Protests

Teachers take leaves 
for incoming babies

BaBy Boom

This year, Saratoga has been unusu-
ally yet fortunately fertile; many teach-
ers are now raising new children in their 
infant stages.

G u i d a n c e  
counselor Fran-
ces Saiki, English 
teacher Natasha 
Ritchie and math 
teacher Jennifer 
Mantle have all re-
turned from their 
maternity leaves 
from earlier this 
year.

With the arriv-
al of spring, three 
more teachers 
have been added 
to their ranks: 
Chinese teacher 
Sara Tseng, Eng-
lish teacher Su-
zanne Herzman and special education 
teacher Terra Vitarelli.

Tseng returned from maternity leave 
April 18, after having her third child. 
The baby girl, named Molly, was born 
on March 9.

Substitute Jung-Fei Lin had been 
filling in for Tseng’s multiple Chinese 
classes until she returned from mater-
nity leave. While she was gone, Tseng 

had been using Google Docs to commu-
nicate with her students and keep track 
of their assignments.

“We used it to share projects with our 
groups and to check what homework 

was assigned,” 
said junior Justin 
Fang, who is cur-
rently taking Chi-
nese with Tseng. 
“It worked well.”

Herzman is 
also expecting to 
have her baby in 

the near future 
and will be on 
her leave for 
the remainder 
of the 2010-11 
school year.

“I feel con-
fident that my 
students will be 
in good hands, 
and that the 

transition will be smooth,” Herzman 
said.

During her leave, substitute Amber 
Ashby will be taking the place of Her-
zman in her English classes.

Vitarelli has also been on maternity 
leave since the beginning of February 
break after the birth of her baby boy, 
Andrew Luca, on March 2. She will be 
returning next fall. u

BY PaulJung

Pro-life demonstrators protested on 
the sidewalk off campus grounds be-
fore school and during lunch on April 
4. They were seen with posters, walking 
back and forth 
on the sidewalk 
with small chil-
dren in tow.

“I was pretty 
surprised when 
I saw them that 
morning,” soph-
omore Neal Si-
ganporia said. “I 
mean, I guess it’s 
free speech, but it 
was strange, es-
pecially because of the kids.”

Senior Talia Balma said, “I’m not 
sure too many people appreciated the 
demonstrations. I actually know a lot of 
people were pretty annoyed.”

Some people were oblivious to the 
protests completely.

“I didn’t have a clue as to what was 
going on,” said junior Alex Amato. “I 
guess that attests to how effective they 
were.”

History teacher Matt Torrens also 
missed the protests, but did hear of the 
demonstrators from multiple students.

“I think it was ridiculous that they 

were picketing in front of a high school,” 
Torrens said. “Most of our students 
aren’t even allowed to vote.”

Torrens has been at the school long 
enough that this wasn’t his first pro-
test.

“There are a lot 
of protests around 
this area, mostly 
with conserva-
tives,” he said. “It 
tends to be that 
way probably be-
cause they view 
the school as a 
very liberal insti-
tution.”

The protesters 
handed out vari-

ous fliers and booklets regarding the 
dangers of partial-birth abortion. 

They also held numerous posters 
advocating their pro-life platform, and 
gave students information regarding 
their perspective on the dangers of 
abortion.

The protesters demonstrated on the 
intersection between Herriman Avenue 
and Saratoga-Sunnyvale.

“I think the protesters were acting 
within their First Amendment rights,” 
freshman Mitch Miller said. 

“I was actually impressed by their 
passion.” u

BY AnikaJhalani

“I think it was ridicu-
lous that they were 
picketing in front of 
a high school. Most 

of our students aren’t 
even allowed to vote.”

Teacher Matt Torrens

((
Vitarelli HerzmanTseng

“I feel confident that 
my students will be in 
good hands, and that 
the transition will be 

smooth.” ((
Teacher Suzanne Herzman

StudENtS, tEAchErS hAvE mixEd fEEliNgS
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BY ShivaniChadha
& JackieGu

As champions for the sixth consecu-
tive year, the chess team had become 
accustomed to victory at last year’s Cal-
Chess Scholastic State championship. 
This year, however, they came in second 
to Mission San Jose despite strong indi-
vidual standings among the four team 
members.

 The two-day tournament, held from 
April 2-3 at the Santa Clara Convention 
Center, was the official statewide chess 
championship. Teams from northern 
California were the primary competitors, 
although several schools from southern 
California traveled upstate to compete 
as well.

Saratoga’s four-person team felt the 
loss of two ‘10 graduates, Charles Sun 
and Rolland Wu, a factor that junior 
team captain Evan Ye says contributed 
to their loss to Mission San Jose.

“Going into the tournament, we 
didn’t really expect to win, because out 
of our four team members last year two 
of them graduated,” Ye said. “Mission’s 
team was far stronger.”

The team, composed of sophomore 
Kevin Garbe, juniors Brian Wai, Sankash 
Shankar and Ye, and senior Amol Aggar-
wal, came in second place with a score of 
14 out of a possible 24, while Mission San 
Jose grabbed the lead with 16 points.

Team scores were the summation of 
each school’s top four team members’ 
individual scores. Individuals earned 
1 point for a win, 0.5 points for a draw 
and 0 points for a loss, with a total of 6 
possible points because there were six 

Mission SJ puts end to 
team’s six-year streak

Season ends with 
strong performance
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rounds. Saratoga’s scores came from 
Garbe, who placed 10th with a score of 
4.0; Wai, who placed 13th with a score of 
4.0; Ye, who placed 19th with a score of 
3.5; and Shankar, who did not place with 
a score of 2.5.

“Individual scores are based on our 
own performance, whether we win or 
draw or lose,” Ye said. “The team score 
is just a sum of the individual scores, and 
it’s much easier to win as a team than as 
an individual.”

Garbe said that because the team had 
lost two top-scoring players, they did 
not expect to win this year. In addition, 
due to the heightened competition at the 
tournament this year, they were not dis-
appointed to come in second.

“It was really competitive this year, 
more competitive than usual,” said Ye. 
“I wasn’t really disappointed because 
we had already set a record with six con-
secutive wins.”

Additionally, Garbe attributes the 
random nature of the game pairings as 
another factor contributing to their loss 
to Mission San Jose. 

 “In my opinion, there was a lot of 
luck in the pairings,” Garbe said. “For 
example, I ended up playing two of the 
top three players in the tournament. 
There were some lucky rounds and some 
really unlucky rounds.”

Next year, the team hopes win despite 
this year’s blip in their win streak since 
they won’t be losing any players. 

“We have a decent chance, I think,” Ye 
said. “Chess is almost a dying sport [at 
Saratoga], but we’ll still have our team 
next year. We’re going to make the best 
of it before graduating.” u

BY KarthikAnnaamalai

In March, the speech and 
debate team had two of its 
most successful tournaments 
in the past 10 years. Because 
of this performance, the team 
held high expectations for the 
state tournament, which took 
place from April 15-17 
in San Diego. 

Eight students rep-
resented the school at 
the tournament. Senior 
Vance Lindholm and 
junior Viraj Parmar 
qualified for the Ex-
temp event, with Par-
mar advancing to the 
semifinals. 

“The year started off a bit 
shaky for me because I didn’t 
advance in the first league 
tournament,” said Parmar. 
“But I gained some confidence 
at the Cal tournament, which 
really helped at states. I really 
didn’t think I’d advance, so I 
was surprised when I saw my 
name on the list.”

Additionally, senior David 
Mandell, who has thrived in 
Dramatic and Humorous In-
terpretation after making the 
transition from the drama 
department to speech and 
debate, advanced to the semi-
finals as well for Dramatic In-
terpretation. 

Meanwhile juniors Vishal 
Goel, Sabrina Cismas and 
Alex Mabanta represented the 

speech and debate

chess

Congress squad. 
Coach Erick Rector be-

lieves that the team is only 
going to be more successful 
in the coming years. 

“A few years ago, [the 
speech and debate team] was 
quite small,” said Rector. “We 
didn’t have many active par-

ticipants. But over the 
past few years, we’ve 
really grown and be-
come successful. The 
great thing is that a lot 
of our underclassmen 
have been doing well, 
which means that our 
team will only get bet-
ter in the future.”

The season, how-
ever, has not quite come to a 
close yet. 

Two students, Lindholm 
and sophomore Ishaan Kol-
luri, have earned bids to the 
Tournament of Champions, 
a highly selective national 
tournament at Northwestern 
University taking place from 
May 13-15. 

“[Getting invited] really 
motivated me to try harder,” 
said Kolluri. “It helped me set 
goals for my future. It’s defi-
nitely going to be an amazing 
experience, especially with 
the high level of competition 
that will surround me.” 

To close the season, the 
team will hold an annual end-
of-the-year banquet on May 
16 to honor the coaches.  u

Lindholm

Continued from pg. 1

When the McAfee Center 
was constructed in 2005, a large 
community effort was orga-
nized in order to fund the proj-
ect, which necessitated a steep, 
multi-million dollar cost.

“Through a lot of hard work, 
we were able to raise $5.5 mil-
lion from the community,” said 
Sharma. “With the understand-
ing that, as feeder districts, they 
would receive priority for re-
serving [the facility] at a good 
rate.”

The problem with the McA-
fee’s use arises from two aspects 
of the district’s policy govern-
ing the facility: the need to lease 
the McAfee to generate revenue 
and the ambiguity over who 
has priority over the facility.

Principal Jeff Anderson said 
at the board meeting that the 
original arrangement between 
the district and the theatre 
manager was that the McAfee 
would be paid half by the dis-
trict and half by his ability to 
generate revenue.

Theatre manager Adrian Sta-
pleton said that every effort is 
made to give students the high-
est priority over the facility. 

When the McAfee is booked 
each year, the first things booked 
are the school events such as 
band concerts, said Stapleton. 
After that,  the feeder schools 
are contacted to see if they have 
events that require use of facil-
ity. Finally, the facility is open to 
outside groups for booking. 

“This is a state-of-the-art, 
professional facility that a lot 
of people want to use,” said 
Stapleton. “I have groups who 

try and book it two years in ad-
vance. But students have the 
highest priority.”

However, Stapleton says that 
a group will not be bumped for 
a last-minute booking by the 
community or students.

“Every effort is made to give 
students and the community 
priority,” said Stapleton. “But I 
will not bump a group that has 
reserved the facility six months 
in advance and has paid for 
someone who wants to book 
the facility in a month.”

Still, others are concerned 
that a potential conflict of in-
terest created by the need to 
generate revenue is harmful to 
the interests of students and the 
community.

Board member Doug Rama-
zane expressed concern at the 
board meeting that having a sal-
aried employee responsible for 
bringing in outside income was  
conflict of interest and that the 

elementary and middle school 
should have high priority.

The district’s policy also 
specifies that an outside group 
is lowest priority and may be 
bumped if a school group needs 
to use the facility, but that every 
effort will be made to avoid 
such conflicts. Any organiza-
tion or person whose facility 
use is revoked due to priority 
school use will not suffer a loss 
of fees due to the “unavoidable 
cancellation of use.” 

There was general consen-
sus from the board that some 
re-evaluation was necessary in 
defining a “community group.” 
Board President Michelle van 
Zuiden suggested limiting the 
definition to only those within 
the district boundary. In addi-
tion, Anderson brought up the 
concern that further direction 
was needed governing the pri-
ority of community groups over 
commercial interests.  u

FALCON // JORDAN WAITE

The district discusses student priority using the McAfee Center.



8 OPINION April 29, 2011 saratoga falcon
THE

With testing season in full swing, up-
perclassmen are plagued by the stress 
and multitude of costs accompanying 
the AP and SAT tests. A single AP test? 
$87. An SAT test? $47. This is not men-
tioning the numerous SAT II subject 
tests that add up to an outrageous total 
cost. The College Board, the company 
that administers all of these tests, has 
been the sole distributor since 1900, and 
many students have been complaining 
that the organization is an overbearing 
monopoly. 

It is true that the College Board is the 
middleman between high school stu-
dents and college acceptance, but the 
unique advantages it provides to stu-
dents greatly outweigh the steep prices 
set by the company.   

The SAT’s importance lies in its stan-
dardized nature, which presents all col-
lege-bound students with the same type 
of testing material in the same way. If 
many companies added their own ver-
sions of a college entrance exam, advan-
tages and disadvantages would arise for 
every test, and students would be able 
to pick and choose the type of test that 
would be easiest for them. This would 
create an unfair playing field, as students 
would have the opportunity to find the 
easy way out of the testing. 

Having just the College Board dis-
tribute the SAT is not only beneficial to 
students but to colleges as well. The SAT 
is the only medium that colleges have 
to compare students on the same scale, 
since many students take part in eclec-
tic extracurricular activities and receive 
near perfect grades.

To offer variations of this stable tool 
would mean colleges would resort to 
a more subjective method of accept-
ing students. The introduction of other 
standardized tests would alter the ad-
missions process for public universities 
such as the UCs, where numbers (GPA 
and test scores) are the most important 
factors taken into consideration.

On the other hand, many think that 
the College Board’s monopoly is prone 
to corruption, and the company doesn’t 
have an incentive to improve policies. 
However, the College Board is not a 
public company. 

Its absence in the stock market pre-
vents it from running based on the pres-
sures of the economy, and it therefore 
focuses only on academics. Also, while 
the tests that the company administers 
are expensive, the money doesn’t all go 
into the pockets of the board members, 
but a large portion of the profits circles 
back to schools too.

As for modifying the testing system, 
it is true that the competition is limited, 
but as students everywhere know, the 
SAT has an unidentified experimental 
section that does not factor into the stu-
dents’ score. This section is used by the 
College Board in crafting future ques-
tions that test new concepts. 

Furthermore, having more compa-
nies that administer college entrance 
tests is simply unnecessary. The market 
for these companies is limited only to 
upperclassmen who, once they have a 
satisfied score, will never venture to take 
the test again. 

While the cost of testing may be high, 
and while the College Board monopoly 
gives off negative connotations, students 
are nevertheless blowing the problems 
of the College Board out of proportion. 
Hatred of the SAT itself is most likely 
the cause of this, but on the bright side, 
there’s always the ACT. u

A trust that shouldn’t be busted
COllege bOArd 
PrOvIdes fOr 
fAIr seleCtION 
PrOCess 
BY SabrinaCismas
& AllisonToh

Should other companies introduce
 new forms of standardized tests?

56%  Yes

44%  No

The Falcon polled 50 students.

falconpoll

FALCON // ALEX JU
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Junior Stephanie Poo looked at her 
planner on the night of Tuesday, March 
8, her eyes widening as she remembered 
the two projects due on Wednesday, two 
quizzes on Thursday, an essay to write 
and a test on Friday, along with her nor-
mal Color Guard practice. Why so much 
work during a seemingly normal school 
week? It must be the end of another 
grading period. 

Reasons for grading periods:
Before grades were available on the In-

ternet, the six-week grading period was 
originally created as a check point on a 
student’s progress in addition to deter-
mining extracurricular eligibility. With-
out Aeries, students only viewed their 
grades on progress reports received by 
mail. Today, the six-week grading period 
has taken on a whole new meaning.

Progress reports are now meant to 
help students and parents see how their 
grades are, as well as plan for the upcom-
ing semester. However, Aeries allows 
students to make such plans anytime, 
except for the time surrounding the six-
week grading period. This creates anxi-
ety in students who are used to the ease 
of viewing their grades freely.

Many students’ routines are harmed 
instead of helped by the grading period, 
as they are interrupted when Aeries 
shuts down, leaving students unable to 
monitor their grades. If the point of the 
six-week grading period is for students 
to understand their progress, it does not 
make sense for them to be disallowed 
from seeing their grades as a result. Any 
other time in the year, students are able 
to see their grades, so there is no benefit 
to students in having a grade report. 

The aftermath:
When Aeries returns from its shut-

down surrounding the end of six weeks, 
students rush to check the “Gradebook” 
tab on the website, which shows each as-
signment and the score received, not the 
area that displays only the letter grade in 
the class relevant a week prior. 

Teachers pile students with projects 
and tests before the grading period to 
ensure that the grading period includes 
at least one major assignment.  Although 
it does serve as a good reminder to teach-
ers to update grades, this should not be 
done at the students’ expense. The six-
week deadline for entering grades puts 
pressure on teachers to finish units and 
hold exams in the days leading up to the 
end of the grading period, leaving stu-
dents to fall victim to a week of stress, 
and later not even be able to view their 
grades for several days.

Not all class curricula can be fit eas-
ily into six-week blocks—some would 
work better with four-week units, others 
with seven.  While some teachers stick 
to their own schedules, others force their 
units to end every six weeks,  resulting in 
chapters getting cut short  to fit the time 
crunch. Instead of two six-week grading 
periods, some teachers, especially in AP 
classes, choose to implement a system 
using midterms at the half-way point of 
each semester. This alternative gives the 
feel of mid terms, which is what colleges 
have.

While it is important for students to 
monitor their grades, the six-week grad-
ing period often does more harm than 
good. Aeries already makes it easy for 
students to stay informed about their 
grades; a grading system from the past 
is no longer needed. u

Voting methods ineffective

Teachers should ‘unfriend’ students

 Inappropriate messages, a myste-
riously changed grade and the resig-
nation of 41-year-old teacher Ginger 
Parks in September from Plant City 
High School did not appear out of 
nowhere; it began with the Florida 
teacher “friending” a student on Fa-
cebook, illustrating the ever-blurring 
lines of student-teacher relationships.  

In today’s society, everyone from 
middle school students to grand-
parents use the wildly popular so-
cial networking website Facebook to 
share information and keep in con-
tact; however, limits must be set re-
garding student-teacher interaction.

The district maintains a loose list 
of “Expectations for Use of Social 
Networking Sites” that urges teach-
ers to maintain a professional tone 
without “expressing improper in-
terest in a student’s personal life.” 

It does not specifically state rules 
regarding the permissibility of accept-
ing friend requests from students or 
creating and updating groups for spe-
cific classes, leaving much up to teach-
ers’ own interpretations. Many teach-
ers understand that the majority of 
high school students check Facebook 
more often than their email accounts 
or teacher-maintained websites.

Due to Facebook’s popular-
ity, teachers also find that updating 
a Facebook group is often the most 
effective way of conveying impor-
tant information to their classes.

While Facebook groups can serve 
as useful tools for teachers to alert 
students of important information, 
the online relationship between stu-
dents and teachers should end there, 
at least until the student’s graduation. 

French teacher Kim Bergkamp is 
one of several teachers who uses Face-

book to maintain a group for her students, 
but refrains from accepting her students’ 
friend requests until their graduations. 

With this policy, Bergkamp is able to 
communicate with her students about 
class-related issues, but her personal in-
formation and actions on Facebook are 
kept private from them and their per-
sonal information is private from her.

While students can be fine with teach-
ers viewing their photos, other students 
present in those albums may not con-
sider the fact that their teacher could 
be scrolling past those same pictures.  

Another concern that many have 
is the issue of teachers’ responsi-
bility to report inappropriate be-
havior that they see on Facebook.

 When teachers are able to see sta-
tus updates of students participat-
ing in activities from discussing test 

questions to criticizing other teachers, 
whether or not to intervene has becomes 
a dilemma of increasing proportions.

Teachers becoming friends 
with students on Facebook cre-
ates more problems than it is worth. 

Public Facebook groups where teach-
ers can post homework and other help 
information can be a useful teaching 
tool, but any online relationship be-
yond that is completely unnecessary. 

To establish a stronger stance regard-
ing interaction on Facebook, the school 
district should clarify its currently vague 
social networking policies by using more 
specific language to explain that teach-
ers are allowed to convey information 
to students through public groups but 
should act as most already do and re-
frain from “friending” high school stu-
dents until the day they graduate. u

BY MeganBenzing
& CeciliaHollenhorst

BY CeciliaHollenhorst
& AmyJan

Six-week 
grading 
periods 
not needed

JOANNA LEE

candidcaricatures

School elections no longer mean a 
small slip of paper with names to circle 
or check. While the recent transition 
from in-class to online elections was 
expected to flow smoothly, the school 
experienced unexpected problems in 
voter turnout and alleged hacking. 

If the school devoted two tutori-
als in the school year exclusively to 
class elections and 
ASB elections, 
voter turnout and 
awareness of the 
candidates would 
be greatly boosted. 
Candidates would 
be given the oppor-
tunity to give brief 
speeches at the 
McAfee Center, and 
afterwards students 
would be given bal-
lots in class for vot-
ing. Although class 
time would have to be sacrificed toward 
this end, it seems a small price to pay 
for a vastly improved election system.

After all, the ASB comprises a funda-
mental organization in the school hier-
archy. Its leaders are tasked with impor-
tant responsibilities, and it is accordingly 
vital for these leaders to have the sup-
port of the majority of the student body. 

The problem with having elections 
online is that it greatly minimizes voter 
turnout. Some may argue that this al-
lows only the students who truly care to 
vote in elections. The fact remains that 

they do not always reflect the views 
of the student body and they often be-
come competitions over how many 
people a candidate can get to the polls. 

With the multitude of other extra-
curricular activities and events that 
consume students’ lives, a large por-
tion of students simply cannot find the 
time to participate in an election out-

side of class time. 
By giving can-

didates the time 
to address the 
school’s issues and 
then having the 
school vote, elec-
tions will become 
more about a can-
didate’s platform 
and less about 
name recognition.

M o r e o v e r , 
there is a le-
gitimate reason 

our local governments do not imple-
ment an online election system—
it is fraught with complications. 

Without adequate security, the sys-
tem can be exposed to fraud. In addition, 
the online voting process allows candi-
dates to carry mobile polling stations 
with them to gather the votes of students. 

It is essential for the school elec-
tions to prepare students for the real-
world by mimicking legitimate govern-
ment elections. Only then will students 
realize the importance of electing the 
best government officials into office.u
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The Saratoga Falcon voted 22-7 in favor of in-class elections
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It would seem obvious to most peo-
ple that, when facing bankruptcy, the 
time for saving loose change in the jar 
has probably passed. However, the poli-
ticians battling over the budget on Capi-
tol Hill seem to lack this basic intuition. 
While it would appear that the logical 
approach to solving our nation’s deficit 
crisis would be to look for savings and 
cuts in the largest areas of government 
spending, Republicans and Democrats 
alike are unwilling to address the root 
cause of government spending: entitle-
ments and taxes.

Shaky budget situation
For nearly six months, the federal 

government has been hobbling along on 
emergency spending bills . On March 15, 
Congress approved another such delay 
bill that kept the government afloat un-
til early April. Both parties have been 
avoiding passing a budget while they 
bicker over the minuscule cuts to the 
budget. 

Republicans, who retook the house in 
the November elections, promised their 
electorate $100 billion in cuts and have 
so far only been able to come up with 
$61 billion in cuts from federal discre-
tionary spending, a sum that constitutes 
about 10 percent of total discretionary 
spending.

Their proposed cuts range from elimi-
nating public funding for PBS to funding 
for EPA regulations. And while they are 
locked in an ideological clash over what 
needs to be cut, both parties are ignoring 
what should be glaringly obvious: Their 
cuts are in the wrong places. According 
to the Congressional Budget Office, for 
the 2010 fiscal year, federal non-defense 
discretionary spending comprised about 
19 percent of total federal government 
spending. 

Excessive spending
Meanwhile, the combined spend-

ing of Medicare, Medicaid, Social Secu-
rity and other mandatory government 
spending was 55 percent of spending. 
Spending on these programs has bal-
looned over the past decades into enor-
mous government expenditures. As the 
Economist magazine reported on March 

10, between 1990 and 2009, Social Se-
curity Disability Insurance spending 
increased 420 percent to $110 billion 
while Supplemental Security Income in-
creased 124 percent. Government spend-
ing on health care and benefits has been 
increasing steadily over the past decade 
with no increased revenue to support 
their growing cost. As the Economist 
magazine reports, Americans spend 7.6 
billion hours a year struggling with their 
taxes, equivalent to an industry six times 
the size of the auto industry. A simpli-
fied tax code, one that eliminated the 
myriad of exemptions and reductions 
that favor wealthy Americans and cor-
porations, would be greatly beneficial in 
securing much needed revenue for the 
government. 

Possible solutions
Reforms in both government spend-

ing and taxes are not a foreign concept. 
In 1983, both parties agreed to cuts in So-
cial Security and in 1996 Bill Clinton ne-
gotiated a restructuring of welfare ben-
efits. In 1986, the tax code was rewritten 
and many exemptions were eliminated. 

Of course, both these reforms carry 
with them enormous political ramifi-
cations and both parties are reticent to 
take up such contentious issues so near 
election time. However, it is times such 
as these when we need our politicians 
to make the decisions that our best for 
the country and not best for their seat in 
Congress. 

It’s time that our leaders follow the 
examples of the past and attack the 
deficit at its heart by cutting bloated 
government spending and simplifying 
convoluted revenue collection. The time 
for idling has passed and all the painless 
cuts have been made. Our country can-
not afford to keep adding seconds to the 
ticking time bomb of the deficit. It must 
be defused and defused quickly. u

Dodging Bullets
CONgress must Address defICIt NOw
BY AnshuSiripurapu

A cheesy deal 

Janice Bobholz, an employee for 
the state of Wis., chose to work in the 
public sector, though the private sec-
tor offered better pay, because of the 
rights being in a union afforded her.

“The right to join a union and 
c o l l e c t i v e l y 
bargain is a 
freedom that 
people have 
died to protect. 
To have any-
one threaten to 
wipe it away 
with minimal public debate, delib-
eration or discussion is unconsciona-
ble,” said Bobholz to the Huffington 
Post. 

Bobholz is one of the thousands 
of individuals affected by Wis.’s new 
legislation that ends to right of most 
public employees to bargain collec-
tively.

Wis. Gov. Scott Walker signed a 
bill into law to increase the premi-
ums Wis.’s public employees pay 
for health-insurance and pensions 
on March 9. Not only does will this 
plan cut the workers’ take-home pay 
by 7 percent, it also intends to cripple 
collective bargaining rights, reducing 
the majority of public-sector unions 
to basic wage discussions.  The 
movement has caught the attention 
of several other Republican gover-
nors, with Ohio’s Senate Bill 5 look-
ing to have a similar impact on state 
employees.

The main issue rests not necessar-
ily with the reduced wages, though 
those are questionable. Raising prices 
for plans for Union members will not 
actually assist taxpayers, as, accord-
ing to Rick Ungar of Forbes Maga-
zine, the employees already pay 
for 100 percent of the contributions. 
Walker is simply cutting their pay, 
though he is simultaneously pushing 
tax cuts for business and a law im-
posing restrictions on hiking taxes. 

In fact, a week before signing the 
bill into law, Walker himself admit-
ted that Wis. was not in the midst of a 

financial crisis. Walker used finances 
as a mere excuse for severely limiting 
union power.

Over the past several decades 
union membership has generally 
been on the decline, yet a steady one-
third of public workers are affiliated 
with a union, according to the New 

Yorker. Public 
sector unions 
have proudly 
clung to the 
political in-
fluence they 
possess. 

However, 
frequent support of the Democratic 
party, such as in the 2008 election 
through campaign contributions, has 
contributed to Republican disdain 
for unions.

Walker’s partisan priorities are 
limpid; in a statement released after 
the senate vote he said. 

“The action today will help en-
sure Wis. has a business climate that 
allows the private sector to create 
250,000 new jobs.”

Walker’s actions reek of irony, 
given that Wis. was the first state to 
grant public workers union rights. 

However, the impact of his actions 
are not limited to his state. Should the 
bill remain in place, it will impact the 
public sector on a national level, set-
ting an undesirable, unfair precedent 
for future governors to look to. 

Union rights provide public sector 
employees a voice as big businesses 
increasingly pay heed to their own 
interests. While business can essen-
tially buy political power through 
campaign contributions and similar 
monetary means, unions depend on 
their collective voice to impact their 
own salaries and policies. u

wIsCONsIN PublIC emPlOyees PrOtest 
gOverNOr’s reCeNt legIslAtION 
BY AlexJu

Union rights provide public 
sector employees a voice as 
big business increasingly pay 

heed to their own 
interests. ((

big idea
Problem: Congress is bickering over 
trivial cuts

Proposed changes: Cut spending and 
simplify revenue collection

What’s next: Congress needs  to ear-
nestly address the deficit

TH
E

Those sentenced with death can give back life
     
Eight years ago, Ore. death row inmate Chris-

tian Longo was convicted of murdering his wife 
and three children. After he realized the gravity 
of the crime he had committed, Longo decided to 
conclude his appeals, then donate his organs to so-
ciety after his death, so his life could help save oth-
ers. His petition, however, was denied by prison 
officials. 

In the United States, some prisoners simply 
wish to donate their organs after their execution. 
However, most prisons still do not allow their in-
mates donate their organs. They justify this deci-
sion by pointing to the damaging nature of lethal 
injections used to end prisoners’ lives, the poten-
tially diseased inmates, and the fact that prison-
ers may use organ donation as a way to escape 
death row by arguing that since they have saved 
a life they deserve to be taken off of death row. 
However, many of these problems can be avoided with 
legislation and careful investigation. Organ donations 
from healthy prisoners would greatly alleviate the na-
tionwide organ shortage. 

As for the concern that substances used to put pris-
oners to death are harmful to organs, there is a fast-
acting drug called pentobarbital that kills the inmate 
quickly, leaving organs healthy, according to Longo. 

It is understandable for officials to be apprehensive 
about whether prisoners on death row are simply will-
ing to donate their organs in order to simply reduce 

their sentence. Though there is some validity to this 
reasoning, officials need to take into account that these 
prisoners have already been sentenced to death. Also, 
if prisoners decide to donate after, rather than before, 
their execution, it is difficult for them to use a future or-
gan donation to justify removing their death sentence. 
The length of the sentence has no effect on the outcome 
of their punishment. No matter what, these prisoners 
will eventually be injected with the lethal poison. 

The fact that the organs belong to a prisoner does 
not automatically mean that the organs are not worthy 
of being donated. In response to the concern that the 

organs would be damaged by disease and the lethal in-
jections, these organs would go through the same pro-
cess that all other donated organs go through; complete 
scrutiny of whether or not these organs are healthy 
enough to be donated. 

Not allowing organ donation because organs might 
be damaged is a premature argument. What if the or-
gans are healthy?  By not allowing organ donation at 
all, officials could possibly be taking away any last 
hope of an individual on the organ recipient list to live. 
After all, isn’t being saved by a convict better than not 
being saved at all? u

BY DeniseLin
& AanchalMohan

big idea
The Bill: Wis. Gov. Scott Walker 
signed a bill increasing premiums 
that pay for health-insurance and 
pensions for public employees
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JOANNA LEE
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freshman Sana Ali

togatalks

What’s your 
favorite 
downtown?

I like Los Gatos 
because I really 
like Willow Street 
and I go there 
a lot with my 
friends. 

senior Simrath Ratra

My favorite 
downtown is Palo 
Alto because I 
like the shops and 
restaurants there. 

Palo Alto, because 
it’s fun, it’s open, 
and it’s right next 
to Stanford. 

sophomore Shreyas Doshi

you go

What: Campbell Park

When: Every day of the week

Where: Winchester Blvd. off of High-
way 85

Why: Enjoy the outdoors while playing 

on the basketball courts, or walking 

across the Los Gatos Creek Trail. 

Downtown Campbell

IF

you go

What: Stanford Shopping Center

When: Weekdays 10 a.m.-9 p.m.; Sat 10 
a.m.-7 p.m.; Sun 11 a.m.-6 p.m.

Where: 660 Stanford Shopping Center 

Why: Shop the day away at the Stanford 
Shopping Center, which features of a 
variety of stores. 

Downtown Palo Alto

IF

you go

What: Sunnyvale Farmers Market

When: Every Saturday, 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

Where: Murphy Ave

Why: Locals can enjoy the fresh 
produce and the arts and crafts made 
by different artisans.

Downtown Sunnyvale

IF

D
ow

nt
ow

n Stacks: A Sunday brunch favorite, Stacks is renowned as 
a delicious, but affordable breakfast spot. The menu offers 
a number of popular plates such as crepes, omelettes and 
pancakes. The Chocolate Divine, chocolate chip waffles 
topped with whipped cream and fruit, is a must-try for 
anyone dining here. 

Farmer’s Market: The streets in downtown Campbell are 
closed every Sunday from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. for the grand affair. 

Campbell Park: This park is a nice place to relax, 
play basketball, explore the creek trail and play on the 
playgrounds.

Campbell

Monique’s Chocolates: Monique’s Chocolates is a small 
chocolate shop located a few blocks off of University Avenue. 
The store boasts a large variety of both familiar and exotic 
chocolates, as well as a selection of milk, dark, white 
and hazelnut hot chocolate that have contributed to this 
chocolatier’s popularity.  

The Dish: Located in the Stanford foothills, the four mile walk 
around Stanford’s nature preserve is a great way to get some 
exercise while enjoying gorgeous views of the Bay and city. The 
trail is known as the Dish Walk because of a radio telescope 
dish crowning the mountain, and offers a number of trail runs 
and hikes.  
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Sunnyvale
Tangerine: a cute local boutique with specialty 
handbags, scarves, hats, jewelry and an online website 
for continued shopping

Tarragon: An American restaurant that is family friendly. 
Although the menu is pricey, the food is well worth it. 

Leigh’s Favorite Books: Leigh’s, a cozy and cute 
independent bookstore, is situated in the heart of 
downtown Sunnyvale. The quaint store sells both used 
and new books for reasonable prices. Known for its 
homey ambiance, Leigh’s is a great place to spend the 
afternoon tucked in a corner with a book. 
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Once Upon A Prom...

I got my dress and shoes from 
Nordstrom. My mom works there 
and gets a 33% employee discount. 
I also got both the corsage and 
boutinerre. I did my own hair and 
my friend did my makeup so it 
was pretty simple. The venue was 
beautiful, and it played to the theme 
but not too much to where it was 
tacky. 
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Talia Sisco

Ruchie Bhardwaj
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I already had my tuxedo from Men’s 
Wearhouse because I went to three 
weddings last year. I did have to 
buy a vest and tie, though, so I 
went to Men’s Wearhouse because 
I didn’t hear of a deal from Tuxedo 
Warehouse. The DJ was really good 
except for the awkward pauses of 
music in the beginning. D
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Lauren Mather

I got my dress from Trudy’s, it was pink. 
I got my hair done at Fantastic Sam’s 
and my nails done at Nothing But Nails. 
My favorite part was getting dressed 
with my friends and taking pictures. 
Since I’m allergic to many foods, 
the staff at the Corinthian was very 
accommodating to my food allergies. 

I made a poster, which read “I may not 
be Abhi [Venkataramana] (as a result 
of an inside joke perpetuated by Mr. 
Rector) but will you go to prom with 
me?” and then someone called her for 
me, and I asked her. I got my tuxedo 
from Tuxedo Warehouse. I had no idea 
what corsages or boutonnieres were, 
so Ruchie agreed to take care of it. The 
venue was fancy and nice. 

From asking and being asked, to finding and perfectly 
matching a corsage with a dress, students discuss 
their experiences during the prom season. 

I just walked up to him and asked him, 
so it wasn’t anything special. I got my 
dress from Macy’s the day before spring 
break, but it was tough finding a dress 
that was long enough for me. I got my 
nails done at La Bella, my hair done 
at a salon in downtown and my older 
sister did my makeup. My mom’s friend 
made our corsage and boutonniere. 

A peek into a “Whole New World”

It wasn’t that complicated. She 
was just like, “yo wanna go to 
prom with me” and I was like, 
“sure.” I got my tux from Tuxedo 
Warehouse. She took care of the 
corsages so that they matched her 
dress. I thought the music was 
okay. The sound stopped working a 
couple times, but other than that it 
was good to dance to. 

Senior Class President Mi-
chelle Wang, along with the other 
senior class officers,  has spent 
more than 20 hours planning this 
year’s senior prom. With the help 
of assistant principal Karen Hyde 
and the senior class parents, deci-
sions about food have been made, 
decorations have 
been set and ev-
erything is in 
place for the big 
day on May 21. 
The dance will 
be held at the 
Palace Hotel in 
San Francisco, 
a change from 
the usually local 
prom location.  

“We had to use buses anyway 
because of issues with junior and 
senior prom last year so we fig-
ured we take advantage of the 
buses and have our prom outside 
of our county,” said senior class 
treasurer Karthik Annaamalai.

The theme, “Save the Last 

Dance,” was chosen for its reso-
nance with the sentiments of 
many of the seniors as the year 
comes to a close.

“We narrowed it down to a list 
of five or six possible themes but 
after discussing it with the other 
officers, it was an easy choice,” 

said Wang.
Bid prices are 

still tentative, but 
the officers are do-
ing their best to 
lower prices by 
fundraising for the 
class. The Chipotle 
fundraiser, as well 
as the talent show, 
were only a couple 
of the events held 

by the seniors that helped con-
tribute to the fund of their prom.

“We’re doing our best to make 
sure that we can lower bid prices 
as much as possible,” said Wang. 
“But most of all, we just want 
to make sure we have a fun and 
memorable prom.” u

What’s next: Senior Prom Preview

bigidea

Where: The Palace Hotel
2 New Montgomery Street
San Francisco, CA 94105

When: May 21, 2011 

What: Senior Prom 

Senior Prom
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BY PiaMishra
& ApekshaSharma

Courtesy of PALACE HOTEL

Senior prom will be held at the Palace Hotel in San Francisco on May 21, 2011. 

by Alex Ju

Courtesy of PRIYANKA ARUNKUMAR, VARSHA RAMESH, OLIVIA CHOCK, RACHEL LE, KARI CLARK

Olivia Chock (11), Tim Rollinson (12)

Anshu Sirapurapu (11), Varsha Ramesh (11)

Paras Unadkat (11), Kayvon Rezaii (11), 
Priyanka Arunkumar (11)

Sabrina Cismas (11), Lukas Sako (11)

April 29, 2011LifestyLes April 29, 2011 LifestyLes
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It’s hard to remember a time when children’s TV 
was not dominated by “iCarly,” “Ben 10,” “Wizards 
of Waverly Place” or the like. It seems as if everything 
kids watch these days involves the same plot in every 
episode. However, there was once a time when TV was 
actually something worth watching.

As babies, we were introduced to shows such as “Tel-
etubbies,” “Barney,” and “Sesame Street.” These shows, 
though perhaps not the most entertaining, captured our 
attention and kept us quiet for the length of the show. 
They taught us good morals such as cleaning up and 
saying please and thank you. Junior Samantha Hoff-
man remembers learning moral lessons from shows 
like “Hey Arnold” and “Rugrats” that have stuck with 
her throughout her childhood.

“I learned to stand up for what you believe in, to 
be independent, and that it’s OK to be different,” said 
Hoffman.

As the years passed and we started to feel the need 
to act like “big kids,” these shows were dismissed as 
“baby-ish” and anyone found watching them would be 
eternally picked on during recess. The shows with the 
cool kids’ approvals started to involve more comical 
stupidity and violence, and less of a moral-driven plot. 

For example, “Ed, Edd n Eddy” was one show that 
was considered “acceptable” by other classmates and 
friends. It involved three adolescent boys, one of them 
green, plotting scams and eating enormous jawbreak-
ers. Sophomore Sasan Saadat said that the shows he 
watched, like “Rollie Pollie Ollie” and “Foster’s Home 
for Imaginary Friends,” made him feel good as a kid. 

As teens, we have turned to shows like “Jersey Shore” 
and “Modern Family.” “Rugrats” and other childhood 
shows are mere memories to us, and many children 
now watch “All Grown Up,” a follow-up that depicts 
the life of the “Rugrats” characters as teenagers. Former 
Disney Channel shows such as “That’s So Raven” and 
“Even Stevens” have lost appeal to many children who 
have turned to new shows like “Total Drama Island” 
and “Teen Titans.” 

“They 
don’t teach the same valuable 
lessons and morals as the older 
shows,” said Hoffman. “They’re 
more focused on humor instead.”

Though many past shows have been replaced with 
more futuristic or temporarily appealing shows, some 
are indefinite classics that almost every kid, young or 
old, has enjoyed at some point. For example, “Tom and 
Jerry” and its classic cat-chase-mouse storyline seems 
to never get old, even after 70 years of running. 

Because the script has hardly any actual dialogue, 
“Tom and Jerry” is a universal show that captivates any 
audience of any age from any time period. 

Though TV has changed irreversibly from when we 
were kids, it still serves its main purpose: to 
entertain. Whether it 
be through the teach-
ing of morals, the un-
explainable attraction 
we have to violence 
and stupidity, or just 
a good laugh, TV has 
always provided us 
with a break from the 
bustle of daily life. 
And anyway, who 
doesn’t love a good 
episode of ol’ Sponge-
bob every once in a 
while? u

BY PaulJung

Sometimes in those brief periods—most likely half-
seconds for some of us—when we can actually take a 
breath from schoolwork, our mind drifts back to our 
childhood: when life simply entailed school, at most 30 
minutes of homework and several hours of free time. 

It was a time when the most important decisions 
would have been what TV channel to watch or what 
snack to eat.

For some of us, video games filled up that time. Be-
fore the time of first person shooters and online multi-
player gaming came the simple days of “Pokemon” and 
“Neopets”.

Just the mention of these games brings back fond 
memories of sitting on a couch with a Gameboy Color 
for hours, struggling to beat the Elite Four. 

Despite, or because of, the simplistic gameplay and 
childish drawings, these games pulled us in like noth-
ing had ever could do before. Entertaining yet engaging, 
they were our first glimpse into alternate virtual worlds 
where, unlike books or television, we played an active 
role. 

Whether trying to assemble an elite team of Pokemon 
or struggling to make riches off of the Neopian stock 
market, here, we got to experience independence and 
taste the meaning of success and failure.

These games were also filled with small learning ex-
periences. One particularly  humiliating experience was 
being duped by an in-game trainer who trades you a fish 
called “Magikarp”, which turned out to be literally the 

most useless Pokemon 
in the game. But those 
who were persistent in 
training it found that 
it evolved into Gyara-
dos, an awesome fly-
ing water-snake that 
is one of the strongest 
Pokemon. 

With the remakes of 
“Pokemon Red” and 
“Pokemon Blue” into 
“Pokemon FireRed” in 
2004, it became evident 
that improved technol-
ogy has allowed the 
player to further immerse themselves into the fantasy 
worlds. When placed side by side, the remakes boast 
smoother images, a wider and more vibrant color pal-
ette, and even more animations. 

In today’s gaming world, stunningly detailed envi-
ronments are almost a requirement for successful games. 
The plethora of video game genres has allowed even the 
most esoteric players to find their favorite game. Al-
though video games are often looked down on now, we 
harbor no regrets from the time spent playing those first 
games. 

Back in the days before homework, they offered an 
engaging and thoroughly enjoyable experience in a new 
world. Although we have all grown up and, unfortu-
nately, left behind our simplistic childhood, it will be 
hard to forget those first adventures. u

BY AlbertGu
& StanleyYip
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Take a trip back to victory road

bigidea

Past: Mario, King Kong, Su-
per Smash Brothers, Street 
Fighter, Pokemon

Now: Call of Duty, Portal 2, 
World of Warcraft, Grand 
Theft Auto, Starcraft 

Past-now conflict: 
The past deals with playful 
fighting while today’s in-
volves more domination.

Video Games

TH
E

bigidea

Past: Rugrats, That’s So 
Raven, Hey Arnold, Johnny 
Bravo, Arthur

Now: Modern Family, Glee, 
American Idol, Jersey Shore, 
Skins

Past-now conflict: 
The past deals with more 
cartoons while today’s in-
volves reality television.

T.V. Shows

TH
E

89 votes

11 votes

32 votes

68 votes

togatalks
Pokemon or Portal 2? 

I like how you 
can name the 
“Pokemon” 
anything you 
want and that 
they evolve. 

junior Kushal Raj

togatalks
Rugrats or Jersey Shore? 

Definitely 
Rugrats because 
it reminds me of 
my childhood 
memories.

senior Alison Buchanan

Those were the days...
Those were the days...

do you watch?
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I still remember the days when I would sit in front 
of the television with my friends, eager to watch the 
next new Disney Channel original movie. In hindsight, 
those movies were awful, plot-less disasters, but it’s 
hard not to be nostalgic about them.  

When we were young, we watched films such as 
“Johnny Tsunami,” “Smart House” and “Cadet Kelly.” 
While all these movies contained the supernatural and 
were relatively hard to relate to, their ultimate messag-
es and preteen humor appealed to us. 

I, personally, have many fond memories of these 
“Disney Channel” movies. I distinctly remember the 
first time I watched “The Cheetah Girls”—it’s embar-
rassing, but I immediately fell in love with the movie. 
Back in elementary school, my friends and I pretended 
to have our own Cheetah Girls group in which we had 
movie marathons and even performed songs. 

As we grew a bit older, we started watching films 
that were less wholesome. They were usually centered 
around cliques in high school and the cattiness of girls. 
These films were extremely popular among us, includ-
ing “Bring it on” and “Mean Girls.” 

When we were in middle school, we were less con-
cerned about the morals and messages of movies, but 
rather the conflict and drama between the protagonist 
and antagonist of the film. For us, the jealousy and 
competition between students felt more real than ideal-
istic, family-oriented plot lines. 

A lot has changed with movies since we were young. 
Once every two years or so, a new Pixar movie was 
released (“Finding Nemo” or “Monsters, Inc.”) that 
would be of the utmost quality; however, times have 
changed. Pixar has been churning out new movies be-

cause of their new budget, and as a result of that, their 
quality has diminished greatly. 

An example includes “The Legend of the Guard-
ians,” which focuses on the journey of an owl. The 
flop received approximately two stars, yet, due to its 
family-friendly theme, garnered an impressive box of-
fice audience.Another change with movies these days 
compared to those back in the day is that the content in 
PG-13 movies is becoming worse. 

Current movies that are rated PG-13 now may in-
clude content that should be in R-rated movies. With 
our changing society, the quality of movies that are be-
ing produced has decreased drastically.

Even more alarming is our generation’s tendency to 
watch reality-based shows rather than the traditional 
cartoons. While both modes of entertainment can be 
detrimental to the development of young children, the 
shows we once watched, such as “Arthur,” “Rocket 
Power” and “Rugrats” taught good morals, ones that 
we were expected to pursue to the best of our ability. 

Entertainment for 
young children has 
changed for the worse. 
While shows we once 
watched may have been 
ridiculous at times, 
they strove to instill in 
us good judgment and 
sound principles to live 
by. Today’s era of reality 
TV and money-backed 
Pixar films may have 
a message for youth—
hopefully they won’t 
hear it. u

BY LaurenKuan
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 movies are timeless

bigidea

Past: Britney Spears, Justin 
Timberlake, Hilary Duff, 
A*Teens

Now: Nikki Minaj, Lil 
Wayne, Trey Songz, Taylor 
Swift, Lady Gaga

Past-now conflict: 
The past deals with in-
nocent music while today’s 
is more provocative and 
vulgar.

Music
TH

E
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Past: Monsters Inc., Cadet 
Kelly, Home Alone, Cinder-
ella, Aladdin

Now: High School Musical, 
The Social Network, Incep-
tion, The Ring

Past-now conflict: 
The past deals with ani-
mated films while today’s 
involves complex themes.

Movies

TH
E

A look back to the shows, video games, music and 
movies we used to watch and how our interests have 
evolved as we’ve grown up.
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76 votes

24 votes

47 votes

togatalks
N*Sync or Lady Gaga? 

I like N*sync 
more because 
‘Bad Romance’ 
and ‘Poker 
Face’have nothing 
on pop classics 
like ‘Bye Bye Bye.’

senior Eric Chuang

togatalks
Monsters Inc. or Toy Story? 

Toy Story 3 
because the 
characters in the 
movie are much 
more exciting and 
interesting.

sophomore Sierra Smith

Those were the days...Those were the days...

ALL GRAPHICS BY ALEX JU AND MICHELLE SHU

It’s inevitable that as we grow up our person-
alities change. Our likes and dislikes all change 
and tend to migrate toward the “grown-up 
world.” 

Take music, for example. I once listened to 
Britney Spears and boy bands such as ‘NSYNC 
and Backstreet Boys—artists that sung endlessly 
about love found and love lost. As I grew older, 
however, the songs I listened to began to express 
love in a more provocative and often vulgar 
way. 

As I entered fourth and fifth grade, I moved 
away from nursery rhymes and turned to Dis-
ney channel musicians and new, more hip hop 
artists, such as The Backstreet Boys and Britney 
Spears (the innocent one that is). 

As I would walk through class, I remem-
ber hearing students humming “Oops I Did It 
Again” or “Cry Me A River.” Today, artists such 
as Justin Timberlake and Britney Spears, who 
originally sang simple love songs, have evolved 
to fit our generation’s style of music. A majority 
of the time, the music needs to be manipulated 
and bleeped out because of inappropriate words, 
just so that it can be played over the radio. Today, 
songs created by artists such as Ke$ha, Nicki Mi-
naj and Lil Wayne fill radio stations and iPods. 

N o w a d a y s , 
students judge 
a song not based 
on its lyrics but 
by its beat and 
rhythm. Half 
the time I don’t 
realize what 
the lyrics of the 
song actually 
mean. One time, 
having just lis-
tened to “Down 
On Me” on the 
radio, I began 
singing the song as I walked around the house. 
My 5-year-old cousin hearing me asked what 
the song meant. Not knowing what to do, I just 
awkwardly stood there not sure what to say.

Today’s generation of music has evolved 
much more than one would have been able to 
expect. I still get surprised when I hear a fifth 
grader sing songs such as “Tonight (I’m loving 
you),” but then I realize that they honestly don’t 
understand the real meaning behind the song. 
While today’s music has a better beat, the lyrics 
of the songs from when we were younger were 
simple and innocent. Too bad we can’t combine 
the two. u

BY AanchalMohan

“Bye, bye bye” to old m
usic
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Toga’s stage

The drama department’s successful 
performances in the spring musical “Je-
kyll and Hyde” is credited to the actors’ 
devotion, from their construction of a 
mobile, high-tech set to the long hours 
spent in their daily rehearsals.

After directing so much of their time 
not only in the spring musical, but in the 
fall play and other student directed pro-
ductions, some of the student actors find 
it hard to abandon the theater once their 
time at SHS ends.

“I would love to be an actor,” junior 
Penny Burgess said. “I know that it’s a 
hard career to get into, but I definitely 
want to try because it’s the one thing that 
I’ll always love.”

Burgess, who played Lady Beacons-
field in “Jekyll and Hyde,” has been on 
the stage since she was a kid in as many 
as 30 productions.

“I like to come up with memorable 
characters that make the audience laugh 

and cry,” Burgess said. “My goal as an ac-
tor is to do that with every role, to bring 
out a good message to the audience.” 
She said she is equally interested in both 
television and theater, and he is looking 
for a college that will give her the oppor-
tunities to act in both domains.

Burgess is also open to different act-
ing styles in the future and hopes to per-
form both comedic and dramatic roles.

“It’s fun to do both because drama is 
more about emotions, while comedy is 
more about the character and deliver-
ing lines with the right timing,” she said. 
“It’s fun to alternate.”

Junior Josh Harris, another major 
participant in drama, is leaning more to-
ward work behind the curtain.

“As of now, my goal is to be a screen 
writer for an esoteric sitcom that nobody 
watches,” Harris said. He said he loves 
to write, and wants to pursue screen 
writing as a career for more inconspicu-
ous TV productions, his favorite being 
“30 Rock.”

“[Screen writing] is a great way to let 
it all out and to get to be funny,” Harris 
said. “That’s where all the weird people 
are.”

While Burgess and Harris are still 
weighing their options for the future, 
senior Chaz Main has already begun his 
acting career. He said he has chosen to 
go to San Jose State University, because 
it has the best South Bay theater compa-
ny. However, he is joining with a bigger 
purpose in mind.

“I actually like to direct. I act for fun, 
but I really love to direct,” Main said. 
“That’s probably my true passion.”

Among his own directed productions 
at SHS such as “The Woman in Black” 
from last fall, Main has done voice-overs 
for video games, starred in the movie 
“Creep Van,” and is off to Toronto in 
May for the set of another movie, Au-
tonomy, where he will play a murdered 
guy who haunts a girl who received his 
heart for a heart transplant. He said that 
his goal is to get his own movie distrib-

uted by the time he’s 30, and while his 
agenda is clearly set so far, it wasn’t so 
easy to make.

“My parents wanted me to go into 
business or engineering, but at the end 
of the day you just really got to do what 
you want to do, [and] what makes you 
happy,” Main said.

While the three of them all have dif-
ferent aspirations for the future, they all 
agreed that what they’ll miss most about 
leaving SHS drama is the family atmo-
sphere.

“It’s a really tight-knit group of kids,” 
Main said. “We’ve all just gone through 
emotions together, and every year when 
seniors graduate it’s so sad.”

Harris, who moved to the district 
from Palo Alto at the beginning of high 
school, is very grateful for caring envi-
ronment.

“I got to know all these great people 
in the last three years,” Harris said. 
“It’s going to be hard to reinvent myself 
again.” u

Debuting at your local theatre

When he was just a fresh-
man in his drama class, junior 
Arjun Desai didn’t know many 
of his classmates. But after hav-
ing worked on his first drama 
performance, “Grease,” with 
many of his other drama-loving 
classmates, he has befriended 
many actors and actresses. De-
sai recalled one of the moments 
of building new friendships 
through participating in drama 

productions.
“ T h e r e 

was a scene 
[in “Grease”] 
where the 
boys had to 
drive in cars 
on stage, and 
get slapped 
by the girls,” 
l a u g h e d 
Desai. “It 
took a lot of 
practice, and 
along the 
way, I got to 
know many 
of the guys, 
as well as 
girls, on the 
cast.”

With their 
love and de-

votion to the drama department, 
age, grade and ethnicity barriers 
are broken. Desai has partici-
pated in the drama department 
since the beginning of his fresh-
man year. He said the drama de-
partment is a great atmosphere in 
which to make friends.

“It’s my favorite class. I enjoy 
being there because my friends 
are in the class with me, and I 
have a chance to meet new peo-
ple,” said Desai. He noted that 
by “being in drama, you can be 
much more social and active than 
before.”

By being part of drama, each 
production the department pro-
duces makes the friendships 
between the participants much 
stronger.

Junior Shannon Roseberry 
agrees. Having been a part of the 
department and its musicals and 
plays for three years, Roseberry 
said she has learned that the dra-
ma department creates a sense 
of unity and friendship to every 
actor and actress, whether it’s 
by helping a fellow student with 
lines or making sets together for 
an upcoming production.

“Ever since freshman year, 
drama has helped me because 
we’re all a sort of family,” said 
Roseberry. “We’re all together in 
the same place for long periods 

of time, so we get to know each 
other so well.”

Both Desai and Roseberry 
have had inspiring peers to look 
up to during their years in dra-
ma.

“There are so many great tal-
ents at our school,” said Roseber-
ry. “Hannah Harter and Jae Lee 
have been major inspirations for 
me in my drama career.”

Desai agrees with Roseberry, 
noting that Lee had also helped 
him develop a liking for drama 
and all of the aspirations it helped 
him to develop.

“He is very inspiring and he 
always gives you the motivation 
to act well in drama,” said Desai.

After having been a part of 
the drama department for a solid 
three years, Roseberry and Desai 
have concluded that their experi-
ences in drama have been help-
ful in both improving their acting 
skills and their chances of be-
friending new people who share 
the same love for acting. Desai 
said his experience in drama has 
been positive and constant source 
of inspiration.

“[Drama] has helped me be-
come very social. It definitely 
helps me to get tips and details 
about how to act, as well as teach-
ing me how it can bring people 
together,” he said. u

BY SabrinaCismas

Drama productions 
spark friendships
BY JoannaLee

SHS StudEntS Aim tO PurSuE futurES in drAmA CArEErS

Alex Ju

sophomore Anu Chillal

togatalks
How much 
of a role does 
drama play at 
our school?

They’re very 
exciting 
performances and 
fun to go to.

senior Tiffany Lee

I personally like 
seeing the shows, 
to see my friends.

sophomore Venkata Munukutla

I feel that drama 
has a really 
positive impact 
on our school and 
community.
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presence
Back in the day, senior Jae Lee would 

often play dress up with his neighbor. 
The young Lee and his childhood friend 
would put on large capes, grab 
some plastic swords and fight 
off the aliens invading the 
planet.

Thus, it was only natural 
when Lee’s interest in act-
ing and role play led him to a 
summer theatre program after 
fourth grade. The experience 
at the camp convinced him to 
go back the next year, and the 
year after.

With eight years of acting 
experience, Lee has become an out-
standing actor. In particular, students 
and teachers alike recognize Lee’s tal-
ent for physical comedy.

“[He] epitomizes what serious the-
ater and the art of acting look like, 
which is slightly ironic considering one 
of his greatest gifts is physical comedy,” 
drama teacher Kerry Mohnike said.

Being on stage requires confidence, 
yet Lee believes he has become a more 
confident person because of drama. It 
has changed him in many ways for the 
better.

“For a while, I thought of the drama 
department as a safe haven where I 
could just be a geek among geeks,” said 
Lee. “But gradually, I realized that be-
ing recognized as a geek by the world 

beyond was rather a nice 
compliment.”

    According to Lee, get-
ting into character is essen-
tial for an actor and there 
are many “philosophies” 
when it comes to acting. 
To get into character, Lee 
keeps in mind the charac-
ter’s objective or mission in 
each scene.

“For Jekyll and Hyde, I 
walked around backstage 

in character. I felt horrible for doing 
it, because one of my greatest fears is 
turning into a ‘diva,’ but playing those 
characters was so different from what 
I’m used to playing or being,” Lee said. 
“I didn’t want to run the risk of break-
ing character ever.”

In his future college, Lee hopes to 
be able to double major in theater and 
some other undecided major. Acting 
has become a part of his daily life.

“The theatre business simply doesn’t 
provide enough to support oneself,” 
said Lee. “Unless of course, he or she 

‘makes it big,’ so I want to have some 
sort of a backup plan. But yes, in short, I 
hope to continue acting in the future.”

Mohnike has often seen all the work 
Lee puts into drama at school. He has 
been in “Jekyll and Hyde,” “Black 
Comedy,” “Our Town,” “The Woman 
in Black,” “Anything Goes,” “On the 
Razzle,” “The Flying Doctor,” “Grease,” 
“Romeo and Juliet,” “There Shall Be No 
Bottom,” “The Complete History of 
America (Abridged),” “Peter Pan” and 
“The Man Who Came to Dinner and 
School for Scandal.” He supports all 
the drama clubs, shows and ITS (Inter-
national Thespian Society) activities.

“He allowed the community to see 
a strong student excel at something 
beyond academic endeavors. Jay is 
definitely a gem in the treasure chest 
of SHS drama. Beware, Jack Sparrow,” 
said Mohnike.

Lee looks up to Johnny Depp, Tom 
Hanks and Meryl Streep. He admires 
how they always strive to improve 
themselves, which helps them to “stay 
young.”

“I never want to become stagnant 
and stop growing as an actor or a per-
son,” Lee said. “Maybe I’ll be able to 
inspire other young people like [the ac-
tors] inspired me—if I’m lucky.” u

Gripped with fear, junior Madison 
Emery stepped onto the stage on the 
opening night for “Jekyll and Hyde.” 
As she looked into the audience, she 
slowly grew more nervous. The lights 
dimmed, and the musical began. Yet 
once Emery fell into her character, 
Emma Carew, all her fear disappeared 
and it all seemed natural.

In early March, the drama depart-
ment showcased “Jekyll and Hyde,” 
the musical. However, rather than be-
ing light and comedic, this production 
had a wicked and more sinister touch 
to it.

“We’ve usually just done comedies 
and they’re all really light-hearted,” 
Emery said. “[Jekyll and Hyde] is a lot 
darker. It’s a lot more intense.”

Through the process of preparing 
for the performances, there were a few 
mishaps, like breaking props, the pro-
cess largely went smoothly and suc-
cessfully.

“I feel like we definitely had a better 
director who knew what he was doing, 
so it was a lot more organized,” Emery 
said. “We had a really good rehearsal 
schedule. In general, the whole cast 
was really in it together. We all wanted 
this production to really succeed so we 
all worked together and I think that re-
ally contributed to making the produc-
tion what it was.”

The drama department put in nu-
merous hours into this production 
and getting it to work out correctly.

“[The amount of time spent prac-
ticing] depends on where we are in 
the process,” senior David Mandell 
said. “Towards the beginning, [we 
work] about 15 hours a week. Then 
we rehearse with more intense hours 
as the show gets closer, reaching clos-
er to 20 to 25 hours.”

The practices and production of 
“Jekyll and Hyde” were more profes-
sional, according to junior Stefanie 
Tanaka.

“What happens for practices is 
you get called for different roles,” 
Tanaka said. “For dress rehearsals, 
we practice just as if we were doing a 
show. We come two hours earlier and 
we do our hair, makeup and warm-
up. When the show came around, it 
didn’t feel too weird and it was all 
natural.”

The drama department had pro-
fessional directors and choreographers 
for main shows, but there were many 
student productions in October, late 
March and early April with the help 
of people like Ken Ochi for tech work 
and English teacher Kerry Mohnike for 
“Noises Off,” according to Mandell.

With the help of new directors and 
choreographers, the drama depart-
ment put out “Jekyll and Hyde” for 
the public to view. Perhaps because of 

the newly introduced, dark touch to 
the musical, the audience enjoyed the 
show immensely.

“[The audience] said it was some-
thing they had never seen before, and 
I got a few people saying it was the 
best show that they’ve seen at the high 
school,” Emery said. “I think that’s a 
lot different from what we’ve had in 
past year. People always say it’s good, 
but I kept hearing people say how 
much they loved the show a week af-

ter it ended.”
“Jekyll and Hyde” was only one 

out of five productions that were and 
will be performed in the school year of 
2010-11. This year, the drama depart-
ment has produced student produc-
tions “The Woman in Black,” “Black 
Comedy” and “The Complete Works of 
William Shakespeare Abridged.” Other 
productions include “Our Town” and 
“Noises Off,” which will be produced 
in June. u

FALCON // JORDAN WAITE

(From left) sophomore Pavithra Sadras, senior Abby Frankola, junior Valerie Peterson, 
Annelise Nussbacher and senior Mikaela Burton dance during “Jekyll and Hyde”.

Backstage pass to school show
BY MichelleShu

Move over, Johnny Depp: 
Here comes Jae Lee
BY AmyJan

Alex Ju

Lee
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The major cause of the district’s bud-
get problem is the state cutting back on 
its education spending as it grapples 
with its budget problems. In the 2007-
08 school year, state funding for the dis-
trict was nearly $2.8 million while the 
projected state funding for the 2012-13 
school year is a mere $376,873. 

California educational funding is 
largely drive by local 
property tax revenue 
but the system was 
changed after a land-
mark court case Serrano 
vs. Priest which man-
dated that the state’s 
general fund expenses 
nearly equal per pupil. 
In addition, California’s 
Proposition 13 also dra-
maticcally altered educa-
tion funding in the state. 
Prior to Prop 13, the state 
would evaluate a properties value annu-
ally to determine the tax. However, there 
was a large push back from the people, 
particularly senior citizens, who had to 
pay increasing taxes even while on fixed 
incomes. Prop 13 changed the tax system 
so that the property tax was based on the 
initial value of the home in 1975. Basi-
cally, if you bought a home in 1975 for 
$10,000 and then the value of the home 
increased to $1,000,000, you would still 
be taxed only for the axquisition value 

of $10,000. The state could now only in-
crease property taxes by a maxiumum of 
2 percent to account for inflation. Both 
these changes led to the current system 
of funding in which the state defines two 
types of school districts: basic aid and 
revenue limit schools. 

Essentially, the way the system 
works is that the state designates a re-
quired amount of per pupil spending 
each year. If a district’s property tax rev-

enue is sufficient to meet 
that requirement, such as 
as the case with the Los 
Gatos Saratoga Unified 
High School District, 
then the state provides 
only a limited amount of 
aid through categorical 
funds for programs such 
as class size reduction.

 If a district cannot 
meet the required spend-
ing through property 
taxes, the state will fill 

in the difference to meet the require-
ment. As a result, LGSUHSD, although 
troubled, has fared better than districts 
such as San Jose Unified, which rely 
much more heavily on state funding. 

“For our district the sum total of state 
revenue is not that significant,” said 
assistant superintendent Tom Wood-
ruff, the district’s chief business officer. 
“It’s very significant in other districts 
because [state funding] accounts for 
sometimes half of their revenue.”

BY AnshuSiripurapu

The history: how did we get here?
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What do you 
think caused the 
budget crisis?

Loss of capital 
gains taxes and 
the crash of the 
housing market 
due to over 
extension of 
credit.

junior Michael Woodruff

It was all 
Schwarznegger’s 
fault. He’s actually 
a terminator 
robot blowing 
up California’s 
economy.
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bigidea
State cuts: State funding 
for the district has reduced 
greatly in the past years. 

Local revenue: Property 
tax revenue, the school’s 
main source of money, has 
dropped.
 

TH
E

The bulk of the districts revenue comes from local property taxes, property value growth 
has fallen over the past few years and went negative this year for the first time.

The majority of LGSUHSD’s fund-
ing comes from local property tax rev-
enue, which has remained relatively 
stable despite the recession and vola-
tile housing market. This year, revenue 
depreciated by 1.5 percent for the first 
time, yet this is still a marginal de-
crease.

Saratoga and Los Gatos are exemp-
tions to a generally bleak prognosis for 
the state real estate situation. The parcel 
tax proposed in Measure A will further 
alleviate the fiscal problem. However, 
Matsuoka remains cautiously optimis-
tic about the real estate market and the 
budget problem. He warns that state 
income is even more important.

“The housing market in Silicon Val-
ley has certainly affected us,” said su-
perintendent Cary Matsuoka. “But that 
part we could live with; it’s the state 
income that’s been pulled out that’s 
put us behind.”

Still, despite the slight dip in prop-
erty tax revenue the disrtrict has been 
in relatively good shape because the 
property value has remained relatively 
stable despite the recession. As long as 
this remains stable, the district will be 
on mostly solid ground for the years 
ahead. u

State revenues have 
consistently abated over the 
past 3 years, and they are 
projected to decline even 
further over the next 3 years.

FALCON // ALEX JU
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The cost of running the Los Gatos 
Saratoga High School district next year 
is expected to be $36 million, accord-
ing to recent estimates. The problem is 
that the district can expect revenues of 
$34.8 million.

So what’s the solution to bridge this 
budget gap? There is no quick cure, 
but district of-
ficials believe 
that a parcel tax 
is part of the 
answer. 

The district 
feels confident 
that the parcel 
tax will receive 
the vote majority that it requires to pass 
early next month. Polls conducted by 
both the district and by EMC Research, 
a market and opinion firm, indicate 
that support for the measure within 
our district is above the required two-
thirds threshold.

 The tax would place a $49 annual 
fee on each parcel of land in the dis-
trict and is expected to generate at 
least $800,000 in annual revenue for 
the district. If passed, the tax would be 
implemented for six years, earning the 
district around $4.8 million. 

The parcel tax is a unique mesaure 
in that the election will be conducted 
entirely by mail and the measure is the 
only one that will appear on the bal-
lot. The district considered moving the 
measrre to the November ballot but 

fear that other issues would distract 
voters led the district to pursue a sin-
gle-measure ballot in May of this year. 

The parcel tax measure contains sev-
eral conditions that will make it more 
appealing to voters. Senior citizens 
can apply for an exemption from the 
tax and a citizen’s oversight commit-
tee will be responsible for appropriat-
ing the funds. If passeed , the measure 
will provide funding for six years after 

which it will have 
to be voteed upon 
again. Although that 
sum would not be an 
i m m e n s e 
a m o u n t 
of money 
compared 
to the total 

needed to run the system, it 
would help alleviate the dis-
trict’s dependence on fund-
ing from the state. 

In order to have enough 
funds for the 2011-2012 
school year, the district plans 
to have various budget re-
ductions. These will mainly 
involve increasing efficiency 
in the system, such as reduc-
ing administration at the dis-
trict office and restructuring 
Special Education staffing.

Superintendent Cary Mat-
suoka believes that the school 
will be in good condition for 
next year. Students should 
not be able to feel much of a 
change, as the most notice-

able tweak will probably cause a slight 
increase in class sizes. 

However, if the bad news keeps 
rolling in, then the district is almost 
out of tricks and strategies and ma-
neuverings to shield students from big 
changes, Matsuoka says. At that point, 
the district would have to consider cut-
ting from the richer programs such as 
music or athletics in order to maintain 
the budget. Implementing furlough 
days is another solution many districts 
have relied on, but so far LGSUHSD 
has been able to avoid.  

Still, Matsuoka and Assistant Su-

perintendent Tom Woodruff have been 
formulating contingencey plans in case 
the state budget plan becomes dramat-
ically worst. They have already consid-
dered the possibility of cuts as deep as 
$900 per pupil.

Hopefully these plans will never 
have to come to fruition, but Wood-
ruff and Matsuoka are planning for the 
worst case situation. 

“I don’t know how students and 
parents would respond if we had to 
actually resort to such changes,” Mat-
suoka said. “Hopefully I'll never have 
to find out.” u

The future: what does it hold?

After years of unbalanced budgets 
coupled with an economic recession, 
the State of California finds itself with a 
staggering $27 billion deficit. Natural-
ly, this has led to a significant decrease 
of funding for schools. These budget 
cuts have brought major changes into 
the Los Gatos-Saratoga school district.

For the 2010-11 school year, the dis-
trict had to decrease its budget by $3 
million. To meet the guidelines, the 
district negotiated salary freezes and 
reduction, reduced spending on school 
programs and dipped into the budget 

reserves.
“We tried to make sure that the cuts 

made were distributed equally,” said 
Superintendent Cary Matsuoka. “We 
drew funds from four main areas to 
help distribute the burden.”

Though downsizes were made to 
programs and staffing, the District 
Board held at utmost importance the 
preservation of the services directly im-
pacting students. Therefore, cuts were 
directed at the programs that were far 
away from the classroom environment. 
The most significant cut that affected 
students was the decision to downsize 
the summer school program to only re-
medial classes, a move that saved the 

district $45,000.
However, some staff cuts have af-

fected the classroom sizes of English 9 
and Algebra 1. What once was a very 
low student to teacher ratio has now 
become a ratio of 25 students for every 
one teacher, but these numbers may 
increase as the district runs out of op-
tions to shielf the classroom from cuts.

Such solutions have been met with 
sharp criticism from students and par-
ent alike, but the administration has 
been left with increasingly fewer choic-
es. At this point, Matsuoka said, more 
radical solutions will have to be imple-
mented to ensure that the district does 
not fall into an even greater crisis.

The district also 
negotiated a salary 
step freeze with teach-
ers to help control 
costs. Normally, af-
ter the completion of 
one year of teaching, 
teacher’s advance one 
“step” in salary. The 
step-freeze saved the 
district $395,000. 

But for the 2010-
2011 year the step ad-
vancement has been 
stopped, resulting 
in the reduction of 
spending, but also has 
caused the teachers 
to have their a salary 
frozen for this year. In 
addition, the school’s 
administration took 

a 3 percent pay cut,  a concession that 
saved the district $73,000. Although 
the  teacher’s concessions saved the 
district money, the salary negotiations 
were only for one year and next year’s 
step advancements for teachers will 
continue.

The district made what many peo-
ple thought were prudent decisions 
last year to compensate for the de-
crease in state funding. By drawing on 
funds from a variety of sources to fill 
the deficit, the district was able to min-
imize direct cuts to the classroom. But, 
as the state’s deficit situation continues 
to worsen, the district will now have to 
consider cuts both broader and deeper 
as all remaining fat is trimmed from an 
already lean budget. u 

Past solutions: what have we done?

District Budget Reductions

information from lgsuhsd.org
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“I don’t know how 
students and parents 
would respond if we 
made such changes.”

Superintendent Cary Matsuoka 
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BY BrandonJudoprasetijo
& DeniseLin

BY SerenaChan, AnshuSiripurapu
& ElijahYi

$45,000 The amount 
saved by reducing sum-
mer school to remedial 
classes only.

$395,000 The amount 
saved by teachers’ salary 
concessions.

$640,000 The amount 
taken from the district’s 
Strategic Reserve for the 
2010-11 school year.

$360,000 The amount 
saved by increasing fresh-
man class sizes. 

Lgsuhsd.org

falconfigures

FALCON // ALEX JU

FALCON // ALEX JU



sp rts
saratogafalcon.org/sports

saratogafalcon
THE

20
April 29, 2011

“He helps me out a lot,” Faylor said. 
“He’s able to get me what I need and get 
me to work out. He also gives me advice 
to help me get better. A lot of the time, he 
knows more things than our coaches do in 
certain areas. He can give me advice that 
coaches usually wouldn’t give, and it usu-

ally works.”
Faylor said he has 

also enjoyed meet-
ing former profes-
sional players who 
his father befriended. 
“I met [former 49ers 
QB] Joe Montana two 
years ago, which was 
awesome,” Faylor 

said. “I’ve also met [former 49ers TE] Brent 
Jones, and a lot of other professional play-
ers.”

Being the son of a former profes-
sional is not always easy for Faylor 
and his football career, but he said 
that the positives easily outweigh the 
negatives.

“Sometimes there can 
be a little more pres-
sure to perform well 
because of my dad, 
but he just wants me 
to do my best,” Faylor said. “My 
dad helps me get better, and with 
his advice, hopefully I can progress 
to the next level. u

giate level after winning impressive titles at Sarato-
ga. His oldest brother, Ryan, is currently swimming 
for Indiana University, while the other, Ben, swims 
close to home at UC Berkeley. 

With both his brothers swimming in a higher 

pressure environment, Hinshaw now has the chance 
to leave his own mark.

 “I motivate them to work hard,” Hinshaw said. 
“It’s mutually beneficial.”

While Hinshaw was inspired by his brothers, his 
parents were the first to dive into the sport. 

“Both my parents swam and my dad went to this 
school and swam here,” Hinshaw said. “We all just 

Fishy business: Hinshaw continues the legacy
What does a pool, three brothers, and a passion 

for swimming equal? The perfect environment for 
an outstanding family legacy of swimming.

Senior Adam Hinshaw is the youngest member 
of his family who has continued their reputation 
for success in the pool. A diverse swimmer who 
specializes in distance free-style, Hinshaw is one 
of the best swimmers the school has seen, with a 
CCS victory under his belt along with five other 
top-10 finishes. 

“I always grew up around the pool and played 
in the water when I was a kid,” Hinshaw said. His 
family belonged to a country club, an opportunity 
that helped kick-start his affinity for the water.

“My brothers wanted to take up swimming so I 
followed them and started to swim as well,” Hin-
shaw said. After trying out their trade, he was im-
mediately hooked, and devoted much of his free 
time to the sport, dedicated to becoming the best.

“We’re always racing and competing for the 
fastest times in the family,” Hinshaw said. Both his 
brothers continued to swim at the Division 1 colle-

BY SabrinaCismas

“Both my parents swam and 
my dad went to this school 
and swam here. We all just 
followed each other”

Senior Adam Hinshaw

As a child, sophomore basketball standout 
Hannah Johnson was often lifted up by her broth-
ers, Andy and Nick, and allowed to dunk the ball 
on the big hoop. To her, being included with her 
“cooler” older brothers was always fun.

Growing up in a family passionate about ath-
letics, Johnson was pushed to find a sport to play. 
The most support came from her dad, who was 
an athlete and wanted to pass this passion to his 
children. 

“He influenced my brothers and me to try re-
ally hard and play sports that we enjoy,” Johnson 
said.

Johnson’s parents often encouraged her to try 
many different sports and to go for the ones that 
interested her the most.

“I played soccer all of my childhood and 
through freshman year but wanted to try new 
things and decided to play basketball,” said John-
son. “I also started playing field hockey in sixth 
grade.”

With less extracurricular time in high school, 
Johnson found she couldn’t continue to play all 
the sports she wanted.

“My parents are really supportive with the de-

cisions that I have made in sports,” Johnson said. 
“My dad was pretty upset when I decided to quit 
soccer because it was a passion of his too, but he has 
given me even more support in basketball now.”

Currently, Johnson has been involved in two 
years of varsity basketball and field hockey. Last 

year she was on the track team and plans to join 
again this year. In the future, Johnson hopes to be 
able to play college sports, whether it is for a varsity 
team or “intramural games and other activities.”

And although she has been playing basketball 
for only two years competitively, she is distinguish-
ing herself on the hardwood.

“She’s a multidimensional player and very fun-
damentally sound. She’s a very strong rebounder 
and really aggressive,” coach Mike Davey said.

This season, Johnson played the position of two 

Brothers, father inspire multi-sport Johnson 
BY AmyJan

“[My dad] influenced my 
brothers and me to try really 
hard and play sports that we 
enjoy.”

Sophomore Hannah Johnson

These aThleTes
crediT Their passion 
for sporTs To Their 
family backgrounds

Roots
Athletic

Alex Ju

to five on the basketball team. One is the point 
guard, two is the off guard and five is the cen-
ter. Her statistics were quite impressive. She 
was virtually averaging what is called a double 
double, which means more than 10 rebounds 
and 10 points a game. She was also averaging 
about 14 points a game and 9.9 rebounds.

Johnson has two older brothers who at-
tended Saratoga High and both participated in 
school sports.

“My brother Nick ran for the track team at 
UCSB after he graduated high school and it 
showed me that if I try really hard I may have 
a chance to.” said Johnson.

Her brother, Andy Johnson, now at Univer-
sity of San Diego,  graduated last year and also 
participated in basketball.

“Andy was a really big influence on me to 
try my best and be happy with what the activi-
ties I am doing,” Johnson said.

Even though Johnson’s siblings are in col-
lege, their influence and experience still re-
mains with her.

“They are both really positive people and 
I look up to them both. Growing up playing 
sports with them has helped me with my ath-
letic career,” Johnson said. u

followed each other.”
Besides participating in varsity swimming at 

Saratoga, Hinshaw swims for a club team called 
Stanford Aquatics, where he trains year-round. 

“When the high school swim season starts, I 
continue to train with the club team but I’ll go 
to the meets for the high school; I still represent 
Saratoga High,” Hinshaw said. 

One of Hinshaw’s more recent victories is his 
qualification for a national team called the Junior 
Pan-Pacific Team this past summer.

 The team recruited the top two swimmers 
under 18 in the country for every event to com-
pete in an all-expense paid trip to Maui. Hinshaw 
qualified for the 1,500 meter swim but had the 
opportunity to participate in free-style as well.

As a second semester senior, Hinshaw is look-
ing forward to next year when he will be swim-
ming for UC Berkeley in the same division as his 
brother. The team’s No. 1 ranking makes them a 
favorite to win the NCAA championship. 

“I’m very excited for that,” Hinshaw said. u

NFL: National Faylor League

When students are asked for a sports 
idol or a favorite player on the San Francis-
co 49ers, many mention modern stars such 
as linebacker Patrick Willis or tight end 
Vernon Davis. Others name Super Bowl-
winning legends such 
as Hall of Fame quar-
terback Joe Montana, 
wide receiver Jerry 
Rice, or safety Ronnie 
Lott. 

However, junior 
Mitchell Faylor has 
a unique answer: his 
own dad. John Faylor 
was a backup defensive end for the 49ers 
in the 1980s, and his legacy continues in his 
son Mitchell who excels as a defensive end 
on the Falcon football team, recording 17 
tackles during the 2010 season.

Despite his father’s NFL experience, 
Faylor was never forced to play football, 
unlike many other children of professional 
athletes. “I actually didn’t play Pop Warner 
football or anything,” Faylor said. “I just 
decided to start playing football my fresh-
man year, and my dad was really happy.”

As expected,  the 6-foot, 205 pound Fay-
lor has many advantages on the field aside 
from his size. Due to his father’s wisdom 
and encouragement, Faylor receives advice 
that others might not. 

BY WillEdman

“My dad helps me 
get better, and with 
his advice, hopefully 
I can progress to the 
next level.”

Junior Mitchell Faylor
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Ladies pick up the pace at Arcadia

With its lineup heavily depleted by 
recent injuries to key players, the boys 
tennis team has stumbled in its yearly 
run through the regular season.

The team has lost to Los Altos and 
Monta Vista, respectively the No. 2 and 
No. 1 teams in the De Anza League. 

The team played Los Altos twice, los-
ing 5-2 on March 30 and 4-3 on April 18, 
and lost once against Monta Vista 6-1 
on March 31. The team finished the De 
Anza league season with an overall re-
cord of 9-3.

“It’s been a struggle for us these past 
few weeks because we lost five of the 
top 10 players in our lineup to injury 
for three of our toughest matches in the 
league,” head coach Tom Uyehara said.

Having lost these three matches, 
the team will finish third in the league, 
which could potentially mean facing ri-
val Menlo in the semifinals of CCS.

“I don’t like the situation we are in 
right now, but we didn’t really have any 
great options going into those matches 

BOYs’ BaseBall BOYs’ tennis

Recent injuries plague  
usually perfect season
BY JasonWu without three of our four singles play-

ers,” Uyehara said. 
No. 1 singles player Nikhil Jayashan-

kar, No. 2 singles player Deepak Saba-
da and No. 3 singles player Kial Kaiser 
are all currently suffering from shoul-
der injuries, while No. 4 singles player 
Andrew Lo is out with shin splints.

“We tried our best to win these 
matches without them,” Uyehara said, 
“but we just don’t have the amount of 
depth in our team that we did last year 
and so we can’t really afford to lose 
them.”

The team won 4-3 against Los Gatos 
in a make-up match on April 18 despite 
having to default matches at the sec-
ond, third and fourth singles positions 
due to injury.

“Right now, we’re just trying to 
squeak out wins,” Uyehara said. “But if 
we get our lineup back to full strength, 
we will definitely be one of the stron-
gest contenders in CCS.”

The team finished the regular sea-
son on April 25 with a 7-0 win against 
Lynbrook. u

Despite a rocky beginning, the base-
ball team rebounded with a string of 
victories over spring break to achieve a 
10-13 overall record as of April 26.

“We started the season off slow, but 
we’re starting to get better,” said junior 
pitcher and right-fielder Kushal Raj. 

The Falcons pulled off a six-game 
winning streak that gave them the con-
fidence they had been lacking in the be-
ginning of the season. They won three 
games against Evergreen Valley with 
scores of 13-3, 13-3, and 9-3 on April 
13, 14 and 15 respectively and went on 
to beat Harbor 4-3 on April 16, Fremont 
7-4 on April 18 and Mountain View 8-4 
on April 20. Senior pitcher Dillan Pak 
pitched strongly in these games, emerg-
ing with a 1.09 earned run average and 
a 3-2 record.

Playing in the El Camino League has 
proved to be a challenge for the Falcons, 
as they are currently ranked sixth in the 
league out of eight. However, sopho-

Team comes back strong 

BY DylanJew
& PaulJung

more outfielder Kyle Dozier feels that 
they have been improving and has a 
positive outlook for the season’s end.

“Our new coach this year is bring-
ing in big changes to the team,” Dozier 
said. “We’re getting there.”

According to Raj, the team’s im-
provement is due in part to its ability 
to adapt to their new coach for the sea-
son, Adam Varteressian, and his coach-
ing style.

“We picked up on our coach’s phi-
losophy on how to play the game, 
which is that if you work hard and play 
right, you’ll catch breaks and things 
will go your way,” Raj said. 

With two league games left in the 
season and CCS just around the corner, 
the team has been working harder than 
ever in order to end the season strong. 

“Practices have been a lot harder 
recently,” said senior left-fielder Kevin 
Darchuk. “We’ve been running a lot.”

With their final games against Palo 
Alto and Sacred Heart on April 29 and 
April 30, the team hopes to play hard 
and end on a good note. u

Junior Crystal Yen, sophomore Melodie Bellegarda, junior Ailene Nguyen and junior Mi-
chelle Cummins pose for a quick picture at the Arcadia meet in Los Angeles on April 9.

Courtesy of MICHELLE CUMMINS
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Sophomore Kyle Dozier pitches in a home game against Overfelt High on April 23. 

BY JustineHuang
& DeniseLin

Four track athletes had the opportu-
nity to go on a road trip to Arcadia for 
a meet to compete against the best ath-
letes in the state. Juniors Ailene Nguyen, 
Crystal Yen, Michelle Cummins and 
sophomore Melodie Bellegarda piled 
into a car and traveled for seven hours 
to their SoCal destination.

“It was a good bonding experience 
for our 4x1 team,” 
Cummins said.

The four ladies 
competed togeth-
er in the 4-by-100-
meter relay. Initial-
ly, the competition 
seemed daunting, 
but the athletes 
performed well 
under pressure.

“At the starting block it was all about 
not letting the team down and running 
as fast as I could,” Cummins said.

They worked together to PR in the 
4-by-100-meter relay, placing thirty-
third out of 55 teams, quite an accom-
plishment considering the caliber of the 
opposing athletes.

“I think we did really well consider-
ing that we were running with some re-
ally amazing people,” Cummins said. “I 
think we held our own.”

The meet was a really good expe-
rience because the fierce competition 
pushed them to be better, Nguyen said.

For their individual events, Yen com-
peted in the 100-meter hurdles, and Bel-

legarda competed in the 400-meter.
While the sprinters attended the Ar-

cadia meet, long distance runners soph-
omore Maya Nag and senior Garrick 
Chan attended the Bill Kearney Invita-
tional, held at Hartnell College in Salinas 
on April 16. 

Chan ran the 800-meter varsity finals 
event, placing eleventh with a time of 
2:04.49, a personal record of .04 seconds. 

Nag also ran the 800-meter, but par-
ticipated in the frosh/soph finals. Nag 

placed third with 
a time of 2:30.74.

The team as a 
whole dominated 
against Cuper-
tino on April 7 at 
home, trumping 
Cupertino in boys’ 
and girls’ varsity 
and JV. The var-

sity boys won 78-49 and the varsity girls 
won 87-26. The frosh-soph boys won 70-
57, and the JV girls swept the competi-
tion by winning 79-0. 

Nguyen led the way by placing first in 
all the events she participated in, which 
included the 100-meter, long and triple 
jump, and 4x1 relay.

Chan is confident in the long distance 
team’s ability to succeed. “A majority of 
the runners have been setting personal 
records,” Chan said.

One of the athletes’ goal right now is 
to become more united as a team, Nguy-
en said. On April 21, the team competed 
against Santa Clara, which was expected 
to have skilled runners.

“Santa Clara has a really strong team 

this year because [they] have the football 
team out and running,” Nguyen said. 
“[I am] excited because it’s our one and 
only away meet.”

Leagues trials will start on May 2 and 
the finals will take place on May 4. The 
results could not be published due to 
deadline constraints. 

Yen recently set a school record in the 
300-meter hurdles and is expected to be 

one of the front runners in leagues. 
“I believe that our varsity girls have 

a really good shot at winning the league 
title,” coach Archie Ljepava said. 

Unfortunately, the coach said, many 
of the boys are injured, so achieving a 
league title could be difficult for them.  

“They’re a little banged up right now 
so we’re trying to get healthy,” Ljepava 
said. u

scoreboard
Los Altos 5, Saratoga 2
March 30

Falcons played hard even without three out of four of their top players.

Monta Vista 6, Saratoga 1
Sophomore Andrew Lo won the team’s only match at the two spot.

Los Altos 4, Saratoga 3
April 18

Key players on the team were not able to play due to injuries.

Saratoga 7, Lynbrook 0
April 25

Players returned from their injuries, allowing the Falcons to sweep Lynbrook.

March 31

“I think we did really 
well considering that 
we were running with 
some really amazing 

people.”
Junior Michelle Cummins

((
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Since the season is almost over for 
the girls’ lacrosse team, the players have 
started playing opponents for the sec-
ond time. Many of the girls are optimis-
tic about their second chance at victory, 
but the prospects for a turnaround still 
are not looking great. The team is 1-8, 
with their only win against Gunn. 

The team has been working hard in 
practice to perfect skills that are essential 
to their victory. 

Working hard to improve and achieve
Senior captain Kat Nobles has noticed 

a lot of improvement as the season has 
progressed. She 
sees more coopera-
tion and reliability 
as a team, but still 
realizes that there 
is room for im-
provement. 

“We need to 
work on our feet 
position on de-
fense,” said No-
bles, “tighter cradles so the ball does not 
get checked out and the offense needs 
strategies on how to break down differ-
ent types of defense, for example zone, 
man to man and pressure.”

Junior low defensive wing Stepha-
nie Shimizu agrees with Nobles that the 
team has been working hard. 

“We’ve changed our team mental-
ity,” said Shimizu.  “By figuring out our 

goals, we’ve been a lot more focused. 
We’ve also been working on different 
drills and conditioning.”

Optimistic outlook
The first repeat game was against Los 

Gatos on April 7. While their hopes were 
high, Saratoga lost 14-7 against the Cats. 
The next week on April 21, the Falcons 
took on Leland for the second time, yet 
fell short with a loss of 10-5. 

Coach Merryl Geisse believes that the 
team can perform better against the rest 
of the second rounds in order to secure 
victory. 

“The girls are all great athletes,” said 
Geisse. “They have the skills to finish 

strong in the last 
couple of games in 
the season.”

 According to 
both Nobles and 
Shimizu, the hard-
est game so far 
was again Pioneer, 
which occurred 
April 5, that went 
into overtime and 

ended in a loss of 16-13.
“We should have beat them,” said 

Nobles. “They were not better than us. 
Next time, we need to keep it together 
during overtime, if we go into overtime, 
and play our hardest every minute until 
the game ends.”

Hopes for the future
The team believes that they will score 

at least two more wins, one against 
Gunn again on April 26, and one against 
Pioneer, also the team’s senior day, held 
on May 3. 

“I really believe that we can bring 

a better team to the field for the rest if 
games that we have,” said Shimizu. 
“We’ve been working so hard and it’s 
time for us to show everyone what we’ve 
really got.” u

Sophomore Robbie Parden, and se-
niors Andrew Cho and Kent Paisley, the 
top three starters of the boys’ golf team, 
have been crucial 
to establishing the 
current 12-0 record 
in the El Camino 
League. 

The league 
tournament takes 
place on May 2 and 
CCS is scheduled 
for May 9. Recent 
tournaments such 
as the Palo Alto in-
vitational on March 24 and the Seascape 
tournament in Aptos on April 18 have 
helped prepare the team for the compe-
tition they will face. 

The  team defeated Los Gatos in both 
of these tournaments but struggled with 
overall performance. As captain, Paisley 
felt the focus of tournaments was not the 
victories against Los Gatos,  but prepar-
ing for CCS .

“Our focus is to try and shoot scores 
comparable to teams outside of our base 
and see how we’ll do in CCS,” Paisley 
said. 

At the Palo Alto invitational against 
nine other schools, Saratoga placed 
fourth and beat Los Gatos by 29 shots.  
Parden, the No. 1 starter, stood out as a 
key player and shot a two under par 70 
to place second overall during the tour-
nament at the Palo Alto golf club. 

“The rest of our team played okay, but 
we beat Los Gatos so that’s important,” 
Parden said.

In Aptos on April 18, Saratoga  also 
faced likely potential CCS opponents. 

Most teams were from areas further 
south in California, so Saratoga had an-
other opportunity to compare itself with 
teams outside its league. 

Saratoga placed sixth overall and 
Parden shot 73, 
the best score on 
the team. The 
tournament pro-
vided practice 
for the team and 
gave  some of the 
individual players 
more experience 
playing with the 
pressure of a tour-
nament.

“Trying to get some competitive pres-
sure is always very good for the team,“ 
Paisley said. 

 However, the team’s greatest energy 
will be funneled into strengthening the 
quality of golf that they play as a whole 
in order to do well in CCS. u

Tournaments prepare 12-0 Falcons 
for league tournament and CCS
BY PriyankaNookala

Our focus is to try and 
shoot scores compara-
ble to teams outside of 
our base and see how 

we’ll do in CCS.”
Senior Kent Paisley

((

Team implements new drills, strategies

BY MeganBenzing

Sophomore Bria Lee dashes past a Leland defender during a home game on April 21. The 
girls lost to Leland a second time, falling short of victory with a final score of 10-5.

FALCON// JORDAN WAITE

new menTAliTy giveS hOPe fOR 
A SecOnd chAnce AT vicTORy

Boys’ GoLF

GIRLs’ LACRossE

scoreboard

Saratoga 4th
March 24

Saratoga beat Los Gatos by 29 shots

Saratoga 6th
April 18

Sophomore Robbie Parden shot 73, 
the best score on the team

League Tournament
May 2

The boys’ golf team looks to main-
tain its winning streak and swing to 
victory at CCS on May 9th as well

“The girls are all great 
athletes. They have the 
skills to finish strong 
in the last couple of 

games in the season.”
Coach Merryl Geisse

((
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Lackluster record  pushes 
team to improve strategies
BY ElijahYi

The boys’ volleyball team 
has had trouble finding its foot-
ing throughout the season.

Despite many close games, 
the team has yet to win a game 
in the De Anza league.

“I won’t lie, it has been a 
rough season,” said senior 
Brandon Pierce, who plays out-
side hitter. 

Despite promising potential 
in the beginning of the season, 
things have not turned out as 
planned.

“The season has gone no-
where near our expectations be-
cause of sudden injuries, com-
mitment issues, and conflicts,” 
junior Brandon Pak said. 

Alhough the team lost a few 
players throughout the sea-
son due to injuries and players 
quitting, they still were able 
to adapt. Some positions have 
been changed, and now the 
team is playing with a two-set-
ter rotation with both Pak and 
junior Paras Unadkat setting.

With these changes, senior 
captain Garrett Huening has 
been leading the the team. He 
has been trying to overcome 
these problems with stellar hit-
ting performances.

Still, the team has been 
struggling to secure a win. In 
the past two weeks, they have 
lost 3-2 to Homestead, 3-1 to 
Los Gatos  and 3-0 to Harker. 
The team rematched Harker on 
April 26, but results could not 

be reported due to publication 
deadlines.

“I think we could improve 
on going hard during prac-
tices and especially games be-
cause we gave up a lot of the 
time and let the game slip past 
us,” said Pak. 

With only a couple weeks 
until the season is over, the 

players are continuing to train 
hard, preparing for the games 
ahead against challenging 
competitors Mountain View, 
Los Gatos and King’s Acad-
emy. 

“For the rest of the season 
we’re really just focusing on 
having a ‘work-hard-play-
hard’ attitude,” said Pierce. u
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The swim team gathered 
around in a huddle, leaning 
their heads inwards. After an 
enthusiastic roar of “Toga!” the 
JV girls rushed up to the start-
ing blocks to begin the Monta 
Vista away meet on April 1.

Although the team felt pre-
pared for the meet, JV and var-
sity girls lost to Monta Vista 199-
50 and 94-85 respectively and JV 
and var-
sity boys 
lost 106-70 
and 124-
56 respec-
tively.

T h e 
n u m b e r 
of Monta 
Vista girls lined up dwarfed the 
number of Saratoga girls. This 
obvious difference in numbers 
is not something new for this 
season and has inevitably led to 
Falcon defeats

“We do not have enough girls 
to win more points. We almost 
won in every event, but since 
Monta Vista had more people, 
they earned more points,” se-
nior backstroker Debbie Lin 
said. “I know that if [the girls’ 
swim team] had more swim-
mers, then we wouldn’t have 
lost.”

The Monta Vista meet was 
also senior day.

“I felt kind of bad because 
it was our senior day and we 
were not able to beat them,” Lin 
said.

According to junior Rod 
Jafari, the boys’ swim team’s 
senior day was “light-hearted 
and fun.” The traditions in-
clude making posters and shirts 
for the seniors and giving them 
roses. Jafari’s favorite moment 
occured when freshman Steven 
Cho rapped an original come-
dic rap to senior Will Tang.

The team 
also com-
peted at 
Los Gatos 
on April 21. 
The JV and 
varsity girls 
lost to Los 
Gatos 132-

50 and 99-86, respectively. The 
varsity boys also lost 125-60. 
However, the JV boys managed 
to secure a victory 113-63.

The swim team has had a 
rough season so far because of 
obstacles they cannot control—
namely, team size.  However 
Lin remains optimistic despite 
the difficulties. This attitude 
applies to the other swimmers, 
showing true sportsmanship 
and devotion to swimming.

“As long as we keep improv-
ing and cheering each other on, 
I know that this year will be just 
as good as the last, if not even 
better,” she said. u 

BY KellyLiu
& StanleyYip

Senior Brandon Piece spikes against two Harker blockers on April 20.

Boys’ VolleyBall

Team struggles 
with low numbers

swimming

“As long as we keep 
cheering each other on, 
this year will be just as 

good as the last.”
Senior Debbie Lin

FALCON // JORDAN WAITE

Senior offenseman Rick Wilson cradles away from a Burlingame defender on April 25. The Falcons lost 5-4.

scoreboard
Saratoga 10, Woodside 6
April 16

Lacking subs due to Spring 
Break, the team still managed 
to pull together a win. 

Boys’ lacrosse

Last-minute defeats pile up for Falcons
Everyone knows what it feels 

like to try their hardest and still 
not achieve the results that they 
aim for. This season, the boys’ 
lacrosse team suffered their fair 
share of disappointments—and 
more. 

Having lost  six out of their 
seven games, the team does not 
feel that the statistics of their 
season correctly reflect upon 
their efforts. 

“Though we have lost a ma-
jority of our games this season 
our team is still very strong,” 
said senior co-captain Rick Wil-
son. “We played a lot harder 
than most of the teams.”

According to Wilson, games 
were lost multiple times due to 
unlucky goals in the last few 
minutes of the game.  

“We got unlucky and placed 
in a really hard league,” said 
sophomore Pablo Parker. “We 
have a good team and we work 
well together—it’s just that we 
have to work a little harder if 
we want to be successful in this 
league.” 

Because not all schools offer 
a lacrosse program for their stu-
dents, the leagues for lacrosse 
tend to pit weaker teams versus 
strong ones in a way that other 
sports don’t.

This year’s Falcons were pri-
marily upperclassmen with 13 
seniors and four juniors out of 

a team of 22.
However, next year’s team 

will be faced with the issue of 
needing to fill up the places of 
these graduating 13 seniors. 

“Right now we only have 
four underclassmen on the 
team,” said Parker. “We have 
some good freshmen coming in 
but it is definitely going to be a 
struggle to be able to match the 
current members skill.”  

With the season is coming 
to a close, the team faced one 
more frustrating loss to Burl-
ingame in overtime with a score 
of 5-4 on April 25. Throughout  
the game the team managed 
to keep a strong lead and were 
tied 3-3 going into overtime 
but in the end they were not 
able to prevail. Two of the goals 
were scored by junior Eric Van-
Noorden, one from junior co-
captain Nic Doyen and one by 
Parker.

 The team also played Moun-
tain View on April 27 but due to 
publication deadlines, results 
were unavailable.

The team only has two more 
games left in the season,: one 
against Menlo Atherton on 
April 30 at home and their last 
game, also at home, on May 4,   
Los Gatos.

“I’m really excited for our 
last game,” said Hadid, “espe-
cially since it’s against Los Ga-
tos. It should be an exciting way 
to end the season.” u

BY AanchalMohan

Saratoga 3, Palo Alto 10
April 20

Saratoga tried to hold their 
own as they batteld it out 
with the second ranked team 
in league.

Saratoga 4, Burlingame 5
April 25

Despite valiant efforts the 
team had a disappointing loss 
in overtime. 
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“The best way to execute French 
cooking is to get good and loaded 
and whack the hell out of a chick-

en. Bon appétit.” 
These words of wisdom, spoken by culi-

nary icon Julia Child, epitomize my love for 
cooking.  

My culinary fetish can be best compared 
to the race car obsession most men in their 
20s and 30s have (or so I assume). While 
they drool over the sleek waxed exterior of 
a red sports car, I daydream about the silky 
smooth finish of a Thai coconut soup or the 
pucker-inducing punch of a key lime pie 
made from REAL key limes (as opposed to 
normal limes, which are darker green and 
not as tart). 

It’s the doggone truth...I am captivated by 
food, and the people and journeys behind it. 

Most people don’t realize that those clean 
ceviches and pans of slow roasted pork 
shoulder are created in a cutthroat field lead 
by a group of some of the most talented 
chefs. Or, at least this is the impression real-
ity shows like Top Chef and Chopped have 
given me. 

Numerous times, I have witnessed con-
testants slice open their hands with enor-
mous butcher knives, grimace a little, wrap 
bandages a few times around their wounds, 
and then continue working with unwavering 

determination. Needless to say, I regard these 
warriors with extreme awe, as one might 
acknowledge a black belt in karate.

The milestones in my life have all been 
“foodified.” Rather than thinking in terms of 
awards, surgeries and athletic achievements, 
my subconscious places importance on 
events such as the first time I tried a Paulette 
macaron, my gradual progress of learning 
culinary jargon, and the time my friend and I 
spent three hours making beef bourguignon.

In fact, most of my memories are clouded 
by this strange obsession. I recall going on a 
trip somewhere with my family many years 
ago and staying over at a friend’s house. I 
do not remember which country I was in or 
even my host’s name, but I do remember that 
I ate cantaloupe, which is not even a particu-
larly exciting food. At an early age, I already 
had my priorities straight.

In my opinion, there are few things better 
than watching Ina Garten from Barefoot Con-
tessa frying up batches of zucchini pancakes 
made from adorable farm fresh zucchini. Or, 
for all you rebellious youth, there is some-
thing so incredibly appalling yet awesome 
about seeing Southern food diva Paula Deen 
take a slice of cheesecake and some coarsely 
chopped chocolate, place them on a wonton 
wrapper, wrap it all up like an eggroll, deep 
fry the monster, roll it in powdered sugar, 
drizzle the entire thing with strawberry and 
chocolate glaze, and then dust it with even more 
powdered sugar. I mean, who knew this elder-
ly Southern lady was such a tough cookie?

So the next time you are scanning the 
menu and are thinking about opting out of 
the stuffed squash flower or the mangosteen 
sorbet because they seem too “feminine,” 
just realize that all the action happening in 
the kitchen probably makes up for it. So just 
relax, ignore the haters and enjoy. u

photo The life of a fanatical foodie

Albert Gu and Kevin Mu

ways To cHoosE a collEgE

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

ask your parents. “But mom, I 
didn’t get in to Harvard!”

choose the one with the best caf-
eteria. The Freshman 15 will only 
take a week.

go to the best party school. I hear 
Stanford students play a mean game 
of Monopoly.

Pick the one which sent you the 
most spam... Maybe they’ll finally 
stop.

Follow your girlfriend/boyfriend: 
Forever faithful (or until your first 
frat party).

Pick the college where your favor-
ite superstar is going. What, Emma 
Watson left Brown? Well then, I’m 
not going to college either.

The college brochure showed all 
these fun students sitting under 
trees. Just by the expressions of 
the students and the quality of the 
trees.

Throw darts at a map.

topten

reel

revenge of the nerd SeniorS 
Parth Dholakia, kabir 
JianDani, anD kaitna 
Shankar Perform in 
between DanceS at bombay 
in the bay on aPril 9. career 
training the SPeakerS for 
career Day check in before 
their PreSentationS on 
aPril 5. a golden moment 
SeniorS DaviD zeng anD 
amol aggarwal accePt 
their firSt Place troPhieS 
in the leaPfrog DiviSion of 
the Scvma math conteSt on 
aPril 9. stupefy! the Drama 
DePartment StunS the 
auDience with itS renDition 
of “a very Potter muSical” 
at the Senior talent Show 
on aPril 7.

Denise lin
It’s denilicious

Make a pro/con list. e.g. Pros for 
UCLA: the girls are hot. Cons: they’re 
racist.

Find one that excels in your favorite 
sport. I hear Caltech has a legendary 
basketball team....

French and Spanish take 
rivalry to the soccer field

Reviving the rivalry between the Span-
ish club and French club, both clubs bat-
tled it out on the soccer field in an annual 
match on April 8 on the upper field. 

The Spanish club won in this intense 
match during lunch with a score of 3-1. 

“The Spanish club outnumbered the 
French club, which gave us leverage,” 
Spanish club president senior Angel Her-
nandez said. “Even though both sides had 
a lot of varsity soccer players on its team, 
we still ended up winning.” 

Junior Jonathan Junqua had scored 
the goal for the French club, 

and was still happy with the 
results.

“The game was very 
laid back and fun,” 
Junqua said. “But the 

Spanish club overwhelmed us with their 
numbers.”

About 20 players attended the game to 
represent each of their clubs. For the most 
part, the game was a friendly gathering of 
students who liked a little bit of competi-
tion. 

“It was really fun,” Hernandez said. 
“Everyone, including the spectators that 
came out to watch, enjoyed it. It was a 
great way to start off spring break.”

The main dilemma facing club presi-
dents was the sporadic rainfall, which had 
already delayed the game for a couple 
of days. Yet Friday before spring break 
turned out to be sunny and dry, and made 
for an exciting ultimate match. 

“Everything ran smoothly as a lot of 
players showed up and the weather was 
great,” Hernandez said. “Overall, it was a 
pretty successful event.” u

BY VivienLu

Courtesy of Toga Math Club
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Courtesy of Priyanka Arunkumar

Courtesy of Sasan Saadat
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