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taking its next leap in technologi-
cal advancement, the los gatos-
saratoga Union High school District 

has already taken measures to turn three 
locations, including saratoga High, into 
wireless hotspots for the convenience of 
both staff and students. While the project 
still has unresolved matters regarding 
security and management, campuses can 
expect hotspots to appear in scattered 
locations in a matter of months.

                Having been up for consideration for 
the past two to three years, the “wireless 
school” project was initiated after the 
recent installation of a new school phone 
system. the district has already received 
some shipments of networking equipment 
that were ordered before winter break. as 
of now, the tech team is testing various 
configurations before access points can be-
come available throughout saratoga High, 
Los Gatos High and the district office.

“it’s going to be really good,” said the 
school’s tech coordinator Julie grenier. 
“We’re trying to lock it down so that the 
security is good and students can bring 
in their own laptops, but there are a lot of 
little things that you need to think about 
before you just throw it out there.”

the tech team and the district are cur-
rently working out the general guidelines 
of the campus hotspots, setting restric-
tions on who will be able to access the 
network at what times. proposals include 
a username-based login, much like the 

current system with school-owned com-
puters, and throttled bandwidth to limit 
excessive internet usage. Regardless, gre-
nier feels optimistic in that the school will 
soon be wireless.

“My hope is that, in the next couple 
of months, we will get the management 
part figured out, our test system done and 
our configurations set, so that we can start 
putting up access points,” said grenier. 

expanding on pre-existing wireless 
networks within the school, the district 
recently pushed forward its plans in order 
to keep los gatos and saratoga techno-
logically advanced.

“[the idea] certainly was taken seri-
ously by the district with the arrival of 
[cary] Matsuoka, the superintendent, 
because he is very tech-savvy,” said prin-
cipal Jeff anderson. “in the middle of 
silicon Valley, where any business that i 
have ever gone to has been wireless for a 
long time, we’re a high school that’s trying 
to be cutting edge. it seems like a natural 
thing to go to.”

School tests wireless
by Brian Kim

see WIRELESS, p. 6

see TRIP, p. 5

Lack of early admits leaves 
seniors feeling distressed

14%; 15%; 18%; 20%; 23%.
those are the percent increases of cur-

rent high school seniors applying early to 
Yale University, northwestern University, 
stanford Univeristy, pomona college and 
Duke University, respectively.

in proportion to the increase of appli-
cants to colleges and universities across 
the nation, more students are getting 
rejected or deferred from their early ap-
plications, putting a damper on the winter 
months for many now second semester 
seniors.  

Many schools are also decreasing their 
total freshman class size due to budget 
cuts. Despite the current cloud, the com-
ing months will bring more positive 
responses from colleges.

“We don’t know how [college ac-
ceptances] will turn out in January, but i 
project that they will still be in great shape 
come June,” said assistant principal brian 
Safine.

nearby stanford University received 
5,363 early applications this fall, admit-
ting only 689.  

out of the 26 sHs students who ap-
plied, none were accepted early, but a 
few were deferred until the regular deci-
sion— a stunning result for a school that 
usually has several students admitted to 
stanford each year.

“our applicant pool is now a robust 

international one, and those who ulti-
mately made the cut are distinguished on 
a worldwide scale,” said stanford Dean 
of admission and financial aid Richard 
shaw in a press release.

some colleges and universities, such 
as Harvard and princeton, have already 
done away with the early application 
process entirely. 

this is regarded as a positive decision 
by Safine.

“the frustrating results [of early appli-
cation] we [at sHs] have seen this winter 
lead me to believe that both avenues 
[of early action and early decision] are 
fraught with some potential frustration,” 
said safine. “i think all our students 
should still apply very broadly and focus 
at what they’re looking at to get out of a 
college experience, rather than what col-
lege admission officers are looking to hear 
from them.”

although second semester seniors may 
be feeling dejected about the lack of early 
admission to their top choice colleges 
and universities, Safine said the regular 
decision acceptances coming out in the 
next couple of months could change their 
feelings significantly

“there’s a tremendous interest in col-
lege, which is great,” said Safine.  “What 
i think is most important is that if the 
first [round of students] in the college ap-
plications came back frustrated, it’s in no 
means time to get discouraged.” u

by Sophia Cooper

at 9:04 a.m. on tuesday, Jan 20., 
most teachers were not lectur-
ing or going over homework. 

instead, they were streaming the inau-
guration ceremony for president barack 
obama in their classrooms to let students 
watch history in the making. 

a local group of 52, including stu-
dents, teachers and chaperones and a 
couple other individual students who 
traveled with different organizations 
had the spectacular opportunity to 
travel to Washington, D.c., and watch 
the inauguration in person.  

another group from saratoga also 
traveled to Washington—Redwood Mid-
dle school Marching band and auxiliary 
paraded down pennsylvania avenue as 
part of the inauguration parade.

said junior Jan iyer, “it’s been really 
fun and it’s been an amazing experience. 
i’m really fortunate that i was able to 
come.”

the group arrived in Washington, 
D.c., on Jan. 16. and spent the next two 
days visiting the spy, air and space, and 
Holocaust museums; tourist attractions 
such as the show “West side story” and 
even a cemetery where the students had 
the honor of laying a reef on top of the 
tomb of the Unkown soldier. 

on the third day of the trip, a smaller 
group of 12-15 went to see the inaugura-
tion kick-off concert that featured stevie 
Wonder, U2, beyonce, Queen latifah and 
other stars even barack obama address-
ing the crowd. 

the fourth day was spent in get-
tysburg, 

SHS students witness history
by Shannon Galvin

 and Annie Lee

photo courtesy of mctcampus.com

left:  a group from Saratoga waits to pick up their luggage; center: seniors Kelly Darchuck and Sonali Dujari 
help light the tomb of the unknown Soldier; right: teacher tony Palma throws snow at teacher erick rector.

Photos courtesy of Sonali Dujari

“Words cannot describe how amazing 
it was to see and be able to say you 

were part of history”
 —junior Maddie Renalds

inauguration triP  ’09
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goal: Wireless networks throughout 
Saratoga High, Los Gatos, and district office

noW: Testing configurations 

WHat’S neXt: The tech team and district 
hope to start putting up access points in 
next few months
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costa Rica is an ethnically 
unified country where 98 
percent of the population 

is white or mestizo, a mix of 
american indian and european. 
on the other hand, the United 
states is diverse and ranges from 
white to Hispanic to chinese. 

these two different cultures 
mixed to form an experience of 
a lifetime when six costa Rican 
students arrived in saratoga on 
Jan. 19. 

teenagers from both cultures 
were able to bond and compare 
their different lifestyles over the 
next three weeks.

spanish teacher arnaldo Ro-
driguex had begun planning this 
exchange program, which has 
also taken place in the past, at 
the beginning of the school year. 
this program allows costa Rican 
students to live with their host 
family and receive a first-hand 
experience of american culture.

“Señor talked about it during 
the beginning of the school year 
and i decided to just put my 
name down,” said junior Varun 
parmar, who is hosting cristián 
salazar. “it sounded interesting 

and i wasn’t sure if i was going 
to do it or not, but I figured I’d at 
least put my name down to get 
more information about it.”

Meanwhile, other students 
were specifically asked to be 
hosts.

“Señora [gina] Rodriguez 
asked me because the girl i’m 
hosting is actually chinese,” 
said senior kimberly Hui, who is 
hosting Mariana Xu Zheng. “so 
she thought it would be a really 
cool experience for her to come to 
a chinese-american family.”

besides Hui and parmar, the 
host students include seniors 
Hannah porter and avinash ku-
mar, junior chelsea sabella, and 
sophomore allison buchanan. 
With so many places to visit, the 
hosts have already decided on a 
few places to take their guests.

“During the week, we’re plan-
ning on taking them to the mall. 
During the weekend, we’re go-
ing to go to san francisco and 
another weekend we’re going to 
the Monterey bay aquarium,” 
said parmar. 

Hui could see many benefits 
from having a person from costa 
Rica live with her.

“i hope to understand better 

how teens live from other coun-
tries, improve my spanish and 
make a new friend,” said Hui.

Language difficulties are an 
obvious obstacle, yet Hui and 
her family manage.

“it is kind of hard to speak to 
her sometimes, but we manage 
with her english and my span-
ish,” said Hui. “actually, it’s 
pretty cool because she happens 
to speak cantonese also which 
is what my parents speak so it 
helps a lot because my parents 
don’t speak spanish.”

besides obstacles like lan-
guage, similarities also form 
that bring the teenagers closer 
together.

“it’s been really interesting 
and we’ve been able to find 
similar interests in music since 
we both play the guitar,” said 
parmar. “also, i took him to 
lunch with some of my friends 
so he’s had fun so far.”

through this experience, par-
mar has learned a lot.

“so far, i’ve learned that life in 
costa Rica is very different from 
life here,” said parmar. “also he 
doesn’t complain about anything 
and he’s always open to try new 
things.” u

Costa Rican exchange students 
experience life as Californians

by Rebecca Nguyen

Maybe it was the free 
aMc movie tickets, 
maybe it was the drinks 

and snacks or maybe it was the 
ability to “save two lives” that 
brought a huge group of students 
to the community commission’s 
annual stanford blood Drive on 
Jan. 23. 

the drive was held in the 
small gym from 7:30 a.m. to 1:30 
p.m. and was open to upperclass-
men of at least 17 years of age 
weighing at least 110 pounds.

“overall, i thought the event 
was pretty successful,” said 
senior commission member 
swupnil sahai. “We got a lot 
of people who were willing to 
donate blood. over 70 students 

donated and i was happy to see 
several teachers getting involved 
as well.”

sahai was pleased with the 
large turnout despite the some-
times negative stigma associated 
with giving blood.

“it was great to see so many 
people helping out despite their 
fear of needles, which was the 
most popular excuse i was get-
ting when I first signed people 
up,” said sahai.

senior paari kandappan was 
one of several students who do-
nated blood. 

 “it’s always a bit nerve-
wracking when they take blood,” 
said kandappan, “but i felt good 
about helping out the needy. the 
free movie tickets just served as 
an added incentive.”

the commission had been 

planning the event for a few 
months leading up to the event. 
the group met with a represen-
tative from the stanford blood 
center in December in order to 
start organizing the drive. com-
mission members publicized the 
event in the weeks leading up to 
the drive by creating a facebook 
event, distributing fliers and get-
ting sign-ups in the quad among 
other things.

if all goes well, sahai said 
the school can expect another 
blood drive to take place later 
this spring. 

He hopes that even more 
students will donate blood next 
time.

“i’m definitely looking for-
ward to donating when i turn 
17,” said sophomore commission 
member Daryl chang. u 

by Vijay Menon
and Jordan Waite

upperclassmen donate blood, 
receive free movie tickets

Senior Shanna Wade waits patiently as her blood is drawn by blood bank technicians on Jan. 23.
Melody Zhang

Sadies makes a comeback on Feb. 27 

this year, the sadie Hawkins dance, themed opposites 
attract, will be held in the small gym on friday, feb. 27. the 
dance has been separated from its traditional partner, spring 
fling week, which will be held april 13-17. each weekend 
in March had already been booked for other events such as 
bombay in the bay, and because april is too late and too close 
to Junior and senior prom, asb was forced to put the dance 
in february.

also, according to european traditions, feb. 29 is a day 
when women propose to men, analogous to girls asking boys 
to a dance.

“We put [sadies] on the 27 so it’s as close to that day as 
possible,” said tuan. “i guess we’re just trying something new. 
it’s not a widely known thing, but i guess it also sort of covers 
Valentine’s day.”

last year, sadies was canceled due to alcohol problems at the 
backlight Dance held the previous December. this year, sadies 
has returned and already has the students excited.

“i was disappointed last year, but i guess it just makes this 
year all the more special, especially for the girls,” said junior 
karen choi.

Sports boosters bring Crab Feed to Community Center

the sports boosters hope to build appetites and funds with 
a crab feed at the saratoga community center planned for 
tomorrow at 6:30 p.m.

for $50, sports fans treat themselves all-you-can-eat crab or 
chicken. A raffle, after-dinner dancing and a no-host bar are 
also planned for the event, and the saratoga Jazz band will 
make a musical performance during the night.

the boosters hope to raise enough money to supplement 
the athletic programs at the high school. each athlete currently 
pays a participation fee of $200, although the programs cost 
much more. 

boosters cover this gap through fundraisers throughout 
the year, such as the football tailgate held in the fall and the 
Holiday boutique held in December. they also buy sports 
equipment and help pay officials.

“the idea was proposed by [principal Jeff] anderson,” said 
parent Debbie sabella in an e-mail.  “He has been to many crab 
feeds in the past and felt it would be a great fundraising op-
portunity and a community-building event as well.”

the fundraiser hopes to attract 150 to 200 people from the 
school and community.

the crab will be provided through the Justin’s crab com-
pany in Fairfield.

currently, the sports boosters are bouncing around addi-
tional fundraising ideas for the coming year.

“our goal is to provide opportunities that appeal to our 
entire school community,” said sabella.

School to hold first Challenge Day in two years

The school will hold its first Challenge Day in two years 
on March 17. the diversity program challenges students to 
“become better people” and forces them to address issues such 
as stereotypes, cliques and tolerance, according to assistant 
principal karen Hyde.

the leadership class has been planning the event over the 
last year with sponsorship from the ptso. a group of 80 stu-
dents, 20 from each grade, have been invited to participate in 
the program along with members of the leadership class.

the students will be participating in activities from 8 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m. with two highly trained leaders. although the price 
of hosting challenge Day is an “exorbitant” $3,200, Hyde said 
she believes that the investment is “well worth it.” 

“the program is emotional and touching,” said Hyde. “it 
forces you to reassess where you are and where you’re going 
and i think for that reason alone it’s worth it.” 

senior Rishi taggarsi, one of the organizers and a partici-
pant in this year’s challenge Day, believes the experience will 
help students.

said taggarsi, “challenge Day will be a great opportunity 
for students to overcome social and emotional barriers and find 
out more about themselves and those around them.”

During the day, students will discuss issues such as cliques, 
gossip, rumors, negative judgments, teasing, harassment, 
isolation, stereotypes, racism, sexism, bullying, violence and 
homophobia. the event also helps students determine what 
they want to do with their future. 

“i think a lot of our kids are in this rote thing about ‘i need 
to go, i need to take this test and go on to the next one,’” Hyde 
said. “they don’t really assess what path they’re on, why 
they’re doing this, and what is meaningful in their life, [which] 
i think [is] the true measure of success.”



Mohnike juggles tasks
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Senior math whiz takes 
second in competition 

the girl’s bag contained marijuana, 
a pipe, empty plastic bags, a large 
quantity of money in $1 bills, an 

index card that appeared to list students 
who owed her money, and two letters 
that implicated the girl in dealing mari-
juana. tracy lois odem, a freshman 
at piscataway High school in  new 
Jersey was having her bag searched 
by her principal for 
cigarettes but was 
instead caught for 
drug use in 1985.

o d e n  f o u g h t 
the charges of drug 
possession, claim-
ing that the fourth 
amendment pro-
tected her against 
such unreasonable 
searches. the supreme court ruled 6-3 
that the search and seizure by school of-
ficials without a warrant was constitu-
tional as long as the search was deemed 
reasonable given the circumstances.

Despite the misconception that 
student possessions are safe from the 
hands of school officials, under the 
los gatos-saratoga Joint Union High 
school District locker code, “school 
officials may search students and their 
property when there is a reasonable 
suspicion that…the student is violating 
the law…of the District.” 

While police must base their search-
es on probable cause, students in school 
must surrender their belongings when 

there is reasonable suspicion, a stan-
dard requiring more cause than a hunch 
but still much weaker than probable 
cause. If  officials suspect any substan-
tial, threatening problem is present but 
do not know which student is respon-
sible for the violation, random locker 
searches may be conducted.

“Yes, i’ve always supported [this 
policy],” said assistant principal karen 
Hyde. “it would have to be something 
that would be explainable, something 

that i would be 
able to argue.”

the last time a 
student’s locker 
was opened oc-
curred three years 
ago when the nets 
of the tennis court 
were lit on fire. 
Hyde said that the 
locker had “some 

interesting materials in it.”
senior paul stavropoulos agrees 

with the school’s intentions but believes 
that there needs to be a limit on when a 
school official can open a locker. 

“it is necessary in terms of keeping 
the campus safe,” said stavropoulos. 
“it is a slippery slope.”

school officials say the policy is 
needed to ensure students’ safety. 

“You have to hope that adminis-
trators are going to have enough of a 
conscience and judgment to not do this 
vindictively.” said Hyde. “it has to have 
a cause. this is about providing a safe 
environment and education for kids, 
whatever it takes.” 

after being unable to find sponsors 
for the first three months of the 
school year, the Robotics club 

began its activities following the for in-
spiration and Recognition of science and 
technology (fiRst) Robotics competition 
kick-off on Jan. 3. 

the club was unable to start in the 
fall. because of the unstable economy, the 
club found itself searching for sponsors to 
help it fund its annual budget of $10,000. 
Without the money, the members would 
be unable to build their robots.

according to Vice president junior 
kandice Wong, one of the club’s mentors, 
ken fukui, arranged for the club to pres-
ent itself to some local companies in hopes 
that they would provide sponsorship. 

festo, bosch, silicon light Machines 
and automation controls were among 
the companies that the Robotics club 
presented to and mainly helped the club 
in terms of supplying materials and soft-
ware. private donors contributed to the 
club as well.

“festo, which is a pneumatics com-
pany, offered all the pneumatics we 
wanted,” said Robotics team it manager 
junior craig shih, “and solidworks gave 
us software to work with, and we had 
some private donors like Hal Zarem, the 
stevens family and the pham family. 
overall, we’re really grateful.”

the club has about four weeks to com-
plete its robot after having a late start, and 
has already begun building the prototype 
in the Robotics Room. the members will 
spend approximately 250 hours in total 
building the robot, which will be pro-
grammed to shoot balls into a goal. 

“We need to get out robot shipped out 
by the end of february to participate in 
the fiRst Robotics competition on March 
12,” said Wong.

for now, the Robotics team is doing the 
best they can with what they have, and 
brainstorming for future projects.

“i hope we will stick to our schedule,” 
said Wong. “it will be rushed, but i think 
we will be all right in the end.” 

School allowed to search 
students’ possessions 

Robotics kick-starts 
season with sponsors

by Tiffany Tung

by Karthik Annaamalai 
and Melody Zhang

falConSerieS

Junior Josh Height helps build a robot.
Melody Zhang

SCHool ruleS
Safety, security vs.

student civil liberties

known for being the fourth fast-
est Rubik’s cuber in the world 
and for continuously succeed-

ing in math competitions, senior andy 
tsao took home second place for the 
santa clara Valley Math association 
(scVMa) senior olympiad on 
Dec. 13, winning a trophy and 
a book as a prize. 

although it is one of the 
lesser-known competitions, 
tsao is still a widely recognized 
math competitor, having quali-
fied for the United states of 
america Mathematical olym-
piad (UsaMo) in his junior 
year along with freshman brian Wai, 
sophomores albert gu and aggarwal 
amol and senior aaron garg. this is a 
large number, considering most schools 
do not have more than one qualifier on 
a consistent basis.

open to only seniors, the 90-minute 
scVMa test consisted of about 30 ques-
tions covering pre-calculus topics. tsao 
felt that the test was not especially chal-
lenging but ran out of time to check his 
answers and lost first place to Lynbrook 
contestant patricia li, albeit by only 
three points.

Having a rare, deep interest in math 
originally instilled by his parents, tsao 
prefers to concentrate on other more 
significant math competitions and looks 

forward to a future in math.
“it was one of the lighter math com-

petitions,” said tsao, who said he didn’t 
feel pressured. “i did it just for fun. i 
originally did not want to go, because 
college decisions were coming out that 
weekend.” 

according to Math club adviser and 
Math teacher pJ Yim, there are only 

three contests offered by the 
scVMa—senior olympiad; 
Japanese american citizens 
league tokutomi competi-
tion; and field Day, which is 
the largest of the three.

the Math club prepares 
constantly for such competi-
tions by meeting weekly to 
either take on-campus tests or 

off-campus regional tests. sometimes 
there are national exams, namely the 
american Math competition (aMc), 
wherein the top 1 percent scorers are 
then invited to the american invitation-
al Mathematics examinations (aiMe). 
those with the highest combined scores 
from aMc and aiMe are invited to 
compete in UsaMo and the winners 
then continue on to the international 
Mathematics olympiad as representa-
tives of the United states of america. 

“i like doing math because i like 
feeling satisfaction after conquering 
obstacles and solving problems,” said 
tsao. “it makes me feel accomplished. 
i really hope to continue math in the 
future.” u

by Tiffany Tung 
and Melody Zhang

the clock reads 12:30 a.m. the 
roads are empty, students are 
studying for an ap biology test 

and english teacher kerry Mohnike is 
still working at home. currently on her 
18th year of teaching at sHs, Mohnike 
has assumed roles this year that often 
require her to stay up late in order to 
finish up work. 

in 1991, Mohnike started out as the 
journalism teacher and student publica-
tion adviser, and in 1996, she switched 
to teaching english classes. in addition 
to teaching english 10 and 
11 Honors, she has currently 
taken the roles of gifted and 
talented education (gate) 
coordinator, leading negotiator 
of the District teachers asso-
ciation (Dta), and Media arts 
program (Map) member.

“[the roles i take on] usu-
ally come from a need i see. 
for instance, with the gate 
program i thought that there was a 
population that might benefit from 
enrichment of some type, and with staff 
development, it was kind of my turn. 
You have to serve sometimes, and that’s 
that,” said Mohnike. “i guess i’ve just 
always been a little compelled to be a 
little over-involved,”

With all these responsibilities and 
numerous hours of work, Mohnike is 
bound to lean on some shoulders to 
make life a little easier. 

“i get a lot of help. My colleagues are 
very helpful and supportive and i don’t 
do anything by myself,” said Mohnike. 
“i’m on the staff development commit-
tee, so there are all those people. also 
i’m a Dta negotiator, but there are also 
a couple other negotiators, like [social 
science teacher Matt] torrens.”

in addition to the numerous posi-
tions that she holds, Mohnike is one of 
many teachers required to take califor-
nia teachers of english learners (ctel) 
certification classes this year. Although 

the classes add more to her workload 
and she had the option to simply take 
and try to pass a certification test, 
Mohnike wished to really learn some-
thing and benefit from the courses. 
Mohnike has indeed taken something 
away from the ctel classes. 

“this year with ctel, i do get a 
better sense [of students’ lives],” said 
Mohnike. “also, being involved in 
broader school committees, you do 
get a better sense. i could never know 
[a student’s] life, but i think it does 
help.”

Mohnike is not the only one who 
senses her empathy for the 
high stress lives of high school 
students. Many of her stu-
dents have also discerned 
this aspect of Mohnike in her 
in class policies that allow 
students to take tests during a 
different date if many of their 
tests from other classes fall on 
the same day.

said junior sonia siganpo-
ria, “i think she really does understand 
the stress that we students feel and it’s 
nice to know that there’s a teacher that 
is looking out for us and not just slam-
ming down homework and tests.” 

Mohnike’s teaching style has also 
been popular with many students. 
Whereas some teachers like to keep 
control of the class and run the ac-
tivities, Mohnike prefers to allow the 
students to run the discussions and 
socratic seminars while she mediates 
from the side. she also has a reputation 
of treating her students as adults and 
being open to new ideas.

With all the different jobs she holds 
and all the different things she does, 
Mohnike still puts teaching at the top 
of her list.

“the best part of my day is in the 
classroom with kids,” said Mohnike. 
“if anyone is looking for a  career and 
if they could be as happy as i am at my 
job doing what they do, they’re really 
lucky.”u

by Annie Lee

tsao
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in november, junior Zach 
Jacobs painstakingly used 
both an accompanist and a 

recording artist in a makeshift 
studio in a church. 
   With several micro-
phones pointed at him, he 
played his euphonium, a 
brass instrument, to make 
the audition cD for “the 
president’s own” United 
states Marine band con-
certo competition.

over December break, 
Jacobs was informed that 
he was chosen as one of only 
seven finalists from a national 
pool of more than 1,000 appli-
cants to the prestigious musical 
competition, which is aimed at 
readying high school students 
for professional music careers 
in the future. 

As a finalist, Jacobs has the 
oppurtunity to venture to Wash-
ington, D.c., for a recital at the 
sousa band Hall, in which judg-
es will pick one or two finalists 
to perform solos with “the pres-

ident’s own” United 
states Marine band 
in april.

While most peo-
ple would cower 
in the presence of a 
live audience, Jacobs 
said he manages to 
maintain a calm ex-
terior. 

 “i’m pretty com-
fortable performing for people,” 
said Jacobs. “as long as i make 
sure i’m prepared, it’s more 
exciting than scary.” 

Jacobs said there are many 
people he attributes his respect-
able success to, including both 
sHs teachers and his private 

instructors. 
“i’ve only come this far 

because i’m constantly sur-
rounded by people who always 
encourage and help me,” said 
Jacobs.

Music director Michael boitz, 
one of the people Jacobs’ promi-
nently attributes his success 
to, said “i have actually only 
encouraged three students to do 
this in my career, as the competi-
tion is overwhelmingly remark-
able and very prestigious.” 

Jacobs is also well aware of 
the importance of this accolade 
as he intends to pursue a career 
in music. this was a good step 
in the right direction.

 “it feels good. Winning audi-
tions always feels good. this is 
a pretty special one. it did take 
a lot of work so it feels like all 
this has paid off and i’m really 
happy,” said Jacobs. u

on Dec. 15, the school wel-
comed a guest speaker, 
1995 alumni kyle bari-

sich, who plays the lead role of 
Raul in the national tour of the 
broadway musical “phantom of 
the Opera.” He spoke to the fine 
arts program about his experi-
ence as a musician and actor. 

in the Mcafee center, barisich 
spoke about how teachers at 
saratoga High affected his path 
to broadway by encouraging him 
to pursue his dream.

“He moved to new York and 
told us how he spent a lot of his 
time waiting tables and audition-
ing as much as he could,” said 
senior sarah baldwin. “He said 
that he used to walk by the opera 
house every day and visualize 
himself working there. then he 
auditioned for ‘phantom of the 
opera,’ and four months later, he 
got a call asking if he would like 
to go on tour with them.” 

barisich’s account of his rise 
to success was of great interest 
to the students, many of whom 
have similar interests and dreams 
as barisich. 

“He [was] definitely really 
inspiring because of how [he 
thought] it wasn’t just luck be-
cause he thought he could change 
luck by visualizing himself going 
there and doing what he wanted 
to do,” said baldwin. 

the women’s ensemble and 
chamber and concert choir then 
went to san francisco on Dec. 18 
and watched the musical. they 
also got to meet with him after 
the show. Watching barisich 
perform on stage was much 
more personal for the students 
who were able to meet him in 
advance.

“When he talked to us at 
school, he told us about every-
thing he got to do and then we 
saw him on stage and [i thought], 
‘Wow, you worked really hard 
for that,’” said sophomore kaitna 
shankar. 

barisich’s down-to-earth de-
meanor was surprising to the 
students for someone who be-
came so successful.

“He is really kind and courte-
ous [and] said that the biggest 
thing that helped him was be-
ing polite with everyone,” said 
baldwin. “in general he’s not 
what you’d think of an aspir-

‘PHantoM’ graD aDDreSSeS StuDentS
by Emily Chen
and Mabel Hsu

ing famous person. [He didn’t] 
step on people to get to where 
he is.”

Having barisich speak to the 
students, and then being able to 
watch his lead performance on 
stage was an inspiring experi-
ence for the students who had 
the privilege of meeting this suc-
cessful yet modest alum.

“He made me want to sing 
better. everything he did made 
me want to work hard at singing 
because [i thought], if he can do 
it and he’s from saratoga High, 
then maybe i could do it, too,” 
said shankar. u

senior christ ina lauro 
looked at the faces of the 
two judges staring at her. 

she took a deep breath before she 
sang the first note of the Italian 
art song she had rehearsed for 
months. 
 After finishing the song with 
a perfect pitch, she had to sight-
sing 10 measures of music that 
she had never seen before. 
 follow-
i n g  t h a t , 
she listened 
t o  n o t e s 
r a n d o m l y 
played on 
t h e  p i a n o 
a n d  s a n g 
them back. 
 f inal ly, 
she sang a 
major, mi-
n o r,  a u g -
mented and 
diminished triad, as well as a 
major and chromatic scale.

this long process is what 
lauro and several other students 
went through for their audition 
for the Regional Honor choir 
in early fall. Juniors Josh liu, 
thomas Denq, bryant bae, and 
seniors Jennifer Hansen and 
lauro made it through the au-
dition and earned a spot in the 
Regional Honor choir. 

the Regional Honor choir 
is the first level of prestigious 
choirs followed by state, then 
national Honor choir, that takes 
in between 800 to 900 students.

Hansen said she was aware of 
how tough the auditions would 
be.

“i began prac-
ticing in the sum-
mer until the audi-
tions in october,” 
said Hansen. “all 
of us worked re-
ally hard.”

 choir teacher 
Jim Yowell helps 
guide the students 
for their auditions, 
w h i c h  re q u i re 
plenty of prepa-
ration, hardwork 
a n d  p e r s e v e r -
ance.  

“[auditioning] 
takes time. You 
can’t just go ‘oh 

yeah i’ll do it,’” said Yowell. 
“You do have to rehearse it and 
practice so you feel comfortable 
so you are not nervous. if you’re 
nervous, you certainly can’t do 
your best.”

Regional Honor choir scores 
are also used to determine if the 
singers make it into state or na-
tional Honor choir. liu, lauro, 
Hansen and Denq qualified for 
state. 

Junior samantha pack and 
lauro made it into national 

Honor choir.
“ [ n a -

tional Honor 
choir] only 
takes 200, so 
we have two 
from here in 
this  school 
w h o  m a d e 
it,” said Yow-
ell. “it’s re-
ally an honor 
because you 
are thinking 

of thousands of people who tried 
out for it.” 

Many of the students were 
extremely proud of their achieve-
ment and happy that their hard 
work paid off.

“i was really excited to make it 
in. it’s really an honor to be able 
to sing along with the best sing-
ers in the state,” said Hansen.

Yowell believes that these 
students have grown into fine 
musicians.

“i think that it is really a re-
flection of them,” said Yowell. 
“they’re wonderful students in 
a sense they have a great desire 
to share music that they love to 
sing.” u

Students sing their 
way to Honor Choir

by Synthia Ling
and Pia Mishra

by Mira Chaykin

Junior musician gains national honor 

the music and drama de-
partments are collaborat-
ing together in a musical 

for the first time in years for the 
school’s production of  “grease” 
which is due be performed in 
the Mcafee center from feb. 
5-8.

in the past couple years, the 
two departments have traded 
off directing the school’s spring 
musical, making some students 
feel less connected to one de-
partment or the other.

Drama director chris Mahle 
sees this show as an opportunity 
for both parties to put the past 
behind them and concentrate on 
creating a great show together.

“i really do believe ‘grease’ 
marks the beginning of a beau-

tiful friendship between music 
and drama at [saratoga High],” 
said Mahle.

auditions were held at the 
beginning of December over the 
span of a week and ultimately 
resulted in the casting of 60 
actors. though the auditions 
were long, less had to be ac-
complished each day, making 
the experience less stressful.

“the kids were so relaxed,” 
said Mahle. “they are all so 
talented. they gave incredible 
auditions and made selecting 
the principal players in the cast 
extremely difficult.”

“grease” was chosen just 
over a year ago between Mahle 
and boitz at the same time that 
‘Romeo and Juliet’ was chosen, 
“over dinner and Wii games-
during the holiday break,” said 

Mahle. the musical will be 
performed in february, as this 
was the most convenient time 
for both departments.

the two shows of the year 
were chosen because “both are 
very popular shows and [are] 
likely to generate a lot of inter-
est from performers and audi-
ences,” said Mahle.

“grease” has two leads, 
Danny and sandy, who will 
be performed by senior ed-
die Zhang and junior Maddy 
Renalds respectively. both are 
expecting a  great show.

“i'm looking forward to many 
years of incredible musicals 
with the Visual and performing 
arts Department as we continue 
to grow the drama program into 
something extraordinary,” said 
Mahle. u

by Holden Sparacino

Cast prepares to open for ‘grease’
eddie Zhang and leah Capek rehearse for the upcoming musical, “grease,” which will open feb. 5

Jacobs

“i think that it is really a 
reflection of them. They’re 

wonderful students in a 
sense they have a great 

desire to share music they 
love to sing.”

 —choir teacher Jim Yowell

Hard work pays off as auditions bring 
several to regional, state, national levels

Melody Zhang

continued from  p. 1
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While most seniors were 
busy filling out question-
naires and writing essays 

for colleges this past fall, a few took 
a different path.

seniors Vivian fu, can-
dace kao and lisa clark are 
among the handful of stu-
dents who have decided to 
pursue a career in the arts. 

fu, a violinist, has applied 
to the new england conser-
vatory, the cleveland insti-
tute of Music, the University 
of cincinnati’s Manhattan 
school of Music and others. fu 
first heard about these programs 
through a summer camp that she 
has attended for the past four 
years. 

“for the past four summers, i 
have gone to the aspen Music fes-
tival,” said fu. “they have college 
conservatory day there, and there 
are music ads in all of their concert 
program books.” 

Unlike most college applica-
tions, fu was required to send in a 
cD of her music, as well as a formal 
application. 

“first you send in a cD for 
prescreening. it’s due along with 
the application by Dec. 1,” said 
fu. “then you get callbacks from 
the schools if they want to hear 
you live. live auditions are from 
January through March and results 
come in april.”

clark, an aspiring graphic de-
signer, applied to Rhode island 

school of Design, parsons new 
school of Design, the University 
of arts and others. Her application 
process was also  quite different 
from others’. 

clark said, “You don’t have to 
do essays, but you do have to do 
portfolios and at some schools you 

have to do some assign-
ments for them and then 
you mail it.” 

the most enjoyable part 
of clark’s application pro-
cess was looking through 
past projects. 

“My favorite part was 
going through the work 
i have done throughout 

[the years] and being able to see 
how much i have improved,” said 
clark. “My least favorite part was 
when you have to write paragraphs 
about certain pieces because i 
really don’t like to describe my 
processes.”

for kao, though, the application 
process for an architecture major 
is more similar to regular 
programs. 

said kao, “the schools 
have some extra forms and 
stuff that you have to send 
in with the portfolio but 
ultimately you just pack 
pictures inside a bound book 
or on a disk you just send 
them in.” 

throughout the application 
process, Kao was filled with worry 
as well as confidence.

“throughout the whole pro-
cess, i was worried i would get 
something wrong. i had a bunch 

of people like my parents and my 
college counselor check over my 
applications,” said kao. 

although kao felt pressured by 
her applications, she did not feel as 
much stress as many other seniors 
do during this time. 

said kao, “overall it was pretty 
relaxing. the program i chose isn’t 
available at a lot of schools, so i 
didn’t have that many colleges to 
apply to.”

she applied to Usc, carnegie 
Mellon and Rhode island school 
of Design. 

kao found these schools through 
a family friend as well as through 
several websites. 

“i talked to a friend of my 
mom’s who is an architect and 
she recommended me a couple 
schools,” said kao. “there are also 
some websites that have architec-
ture rankings, so i checked those 
out and picked some schools that 
i felt were right for me.”

for several years, kao has 
dreamed of having an art-
related major, and finally 
decided to become an archi-
tect because of its functional 
use.

“i’ve always been into 
art and creating things so 
i decided that i didn’t just 
want to do art,” said kao. 
“i wanted to do something 

that had a practical application to 
the real world and incorporated el-
ements such as culture, philosophy 
and something that people could 
use or see in their everyday lives 
like a building.” u 

arts hopefuls apply with non-standard methods
by Rebecca Nguyen

 and Apeksha Sharma

triP Redwood parades

and while most of the group went to din-
ner that night, a couple students, kids and 
teachers split off from the group to enjoy 
Disney’s kids inaugural concert where 
they saw the Jonas brothers, Miley cyrus, 
Demi lovato and other stars perform.

on the day of the inauguration ceremo-
ny, only eight had the highly prized tickets 
to get into the ceremony. seniors alex 
sclavos and alana ledbetter and junior 
Nick Olsen and his mom made up the first 
group of four with tickets while the other 
group four included seniors abby conroy 
and alex lun, junior Maddy Renalds and 
History teacher Matt torrens. all eight 
had to wake up at 3:30 a.m. to take the 
metro to capitol Hall. However, only the 
second group of four actually got in while 
the other four were forced to watch the 
inauguration from a tV screen in a hotel 
suite with the rest of the group. 

“it was such a mob, people were push-
ing and shoving so it turned out that the 
first group [of four] didn’t get in even 
though they had tickets for one of the best 
sections,” said Renalds. “i think everyone 
was so excited.”

although they had to shove their way 
and fight to stay as a group, the lucky 
four who watched the ceremony directly 
behind the first reflecting pool, approxi-
mately 200 meters from obama himself, 
had a once-in-a-lifetime experience.

“[at the inauguration], there was 
something different in the air. everyone 
was calm and words cannot describe how 
amazing it was to see and be able to say 
you were part of history,” said Renalds.

Redwood band Marches
after the inauguration, the entire group 

of 52 settled into a suite at the top of a ho-
tel to watch the parade. they witnessed 
obama and biden walking on the street 
below and even saw the Redwood Middle 
school marching band performing.

the Redwood band was chosen after 
director Vicki Wyant submitted an ap-
plication over the summer.  Redwood 
found out in early December that they 
were accepted and quickly scrambled 
for plane tickets and hotel rooms near 
Washington.

on the morning of the parade, the 
middle school students woke up at 1 a.m. 
and boarded their buses in Williamsburg, 
Va., for D.c.  they then had to wait 
around for the parade to start at 2:30 p.m. 
Redwood marched 17th in the parade in 
the first section of line-up. Unfortunately, 
the inauguration festivities ran behind 
schedule and the band had to stand in 
the frigid 20-degree weather for over 90 
minutes as they waited for the parade to 
start.  At least 15 participants of the first 
section of the parade had to drop out, but 
not one student from Redwood.

“even one of the Marines dropped 
out,” said Redwood color guard captain 
Mckenna galvin.  “We were tougher than 
the Marines.”

After the March
back at the hotel suite, saratoga High 

students tried to watch the Redwood 
marching band from their windows.  be-
cause they could not hear the band, they 
opened the windows, but their hopes were 
crushed when the secret service forced 
them to close the windows for the politi-
cians’ safety.

“government agents were all over all 
the buildings. there were [military] snip-
ers on every building around,” said iyer. 
“it was kind of scary but still amazing.”

Despite some ticket difficulties, the 
group had a positive memory of the trip.

“[the trip] definitely exceeded my 
expectations,” said junior natalie tkal-
cevic. “it was tiring, but it was worth all 
the exhaustion because there was always 
something to look forward to the next day 
or the next hour. there was never a dull 
moment.” u

continued from  p. 1

Kao

Clark

Senior violinist Vivian fu applied to several music schools and 
conservatories across the nation.

courtesy of Vivian Fu
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students who log into the offi-
cial school website saratogahigh.
org next spring will be in for a 

surprise—a newly redesigned saratoga 
High website.

Media arts teacher tony palma, 
principal Jeff anderson, tech coordina-
tor Julie grenier, and librarian kevin 
Heyman have been working with the 
company educational networks to help 
create the new site. 

one of the main reasons for the major 
changes is the difficulty users have when 
navigating the website. the new one will 
be much “cleaner, more organized and 
easier to use,” according to palma.

“if you want to access information, 
there will be multiple ways to get 
there,” said palma. “if you want to get 
to your teacher’s website, you can go 
through the staff directory, or through 
department directory or you can search 
by name or by subject. You’ll be able 
to access the information you need 
quickly.”

Visitors of the site will also be treated 
to several brand new features, such as a 
calendar of events that continually up-
dates itself based on the date, a module 
that will cycle through pictures of the 
school, websites for each teacher, a new 
and revamped search engine and a lan-
guage translation tool, said palma.

according to palma, the current web-
site is stagnant and hard to use. people 
who need to post items on the website 
must first e-mail the information to 
the person who manages the site. the 

site manager then posts it using an on-
campus server, but the process is tedious 
with only one editor.

With the new website, any teacher 
or administrator can post information 
on their part of the site from any place 
with web access. He hopes that with 
this new system, information will be 
updated more often and that the public 
can rely on the website for new informa-
tion when needed.

“We’ve broken up the one-person 
editor and decentralized the web au-
thority, so it will be easier for whoever 
is responsible to edit their part of the 
site,” said palma.

also, every teacher will have a pres-
ence on the website because the new site 
will not require teachers to have any pre-
vious experience with website-creating 
software such as Dreamweaver. 

the school’s main goal is for the 
website to be the “front door” to the 
school, and to be people’s first source of 
information about the school.   

“i’m glad that they’re updating the 
site,” said sophomore navneet Ramesh. 
“It’s really hard to find the information 
i’m looking for on the current site.”

since august, the school has been 
providing information to a team of de-
signers such as their desired style, color 
scheme, text and layout. at comple-
tion, the entire process will cost around 
$5,000, palma said, but it is a price worth 
paying.

 “Hopefully it’ll be a seamless transi-
tion, but ultimately it’s going to be better 
for the future no matter what we end 
up doing,” said palma. “it’s going to be 
beautiful.” u

sophomores gabe guido, alex sturge 
and Matt cresci created a marketing 
plan for a kids’ juice drink to win a 

competition at a local business camp they 
attended this past summer. as a reward, 
they will be going to new York in May to 
present their ideas to company leaders.

the boys, who have been family friends 
for years, heard about the camp from their 
moms, who said the camp could be a good 
experience for them. sturge, cresci and 
guido were a bit skeptical but agreed to 
attend the camp.

“When my mom first told me about it 
i really didn’t want to waste my summer 
doing that. now that it’s over i realize 
it was an awesome experience,” sturge 
said.

the camp, camp bizsmart, was 10 days 
long in June and took place at the foothill 
college campus in los altos. it included 
lessons about being successful in business 
and time to work on a business plan for a 
product of their choice. the three learned 
about how leadership, teamwork and 
many other skills are essential in the busi-
ness world from some successful business 
leaders, including c.k. prahalad, a distin-
guished businessman and author. 

they spent mornings learning the 
major ideas of business and receiving 
advice. they were then asked to form 
groups and show what they had learned 
through a project.

“i learned the basics of business and 
was then asked to apply what i had 
learned, which was a very effective 

method,” said sturge.
the students’ task was to make a busi-

ness plan for a real kids drink company, 
Water Roos, which is a low calorie juice 
drink that has no sugar. the plan con-
sisted of a slideshow presentation that 
accounted for the cost to make and market 
the product and calculated the expected 
income for Water Roos.

the boys went into the camp as close 
friends so they had the advantage of 
working together on the same team.

“it was cool being on a team with 
[sturge] and [guido] because we under-
stand each others ideas and aren’t afraid 
to tell someone if they are wrong,” cresci 
said.

 they presented their ideas to a panel of 
judges who compared their plan to those 
of hundreds of other high school students 
participating. sturge, cresci, guido and 
the rest of their group won the competi-
tion and will fly to New York to present 
their plan to a board of world-renowned 
businessmen this May.

“i was really excited when we won 
because it was a great payoff for the work 
we had put in during the two weeks,” 
said cresci.

sturge has never been to new York 
and is looking forward to the adventure 
and the chance to learn from some very 
successful people. 

“i’m really excited for the trip,” said 
sturge. “i get to hang out with my friends 
in new York and have the chance to meet 
many successful businessmen.” u

For additional information about camp 
Bizsmart, visit www.campbizsmart.org.

by Tim Rollinson
and Jordan Waite

‘BiZSMart’ StuDentS 
Win triP to neW yorK

School website to be 
completely redesigned

by Vijay Menon 
and Karthik Sreedhara

togatalKS
What do you think of a 

wireless school?

“I think it’s really 
great because 
now students 
can work on their 
laptops easily”

freshman Hansen Quin

“I think it will be 
useful especially 

for people who 
have an iPhone. It 

will be easier to go 
on the Internet.”

junior Samantha Tsang

“I don’t really 
think it’s necces-
sary. They might 
still block web-
sites.”

sophomore Connie Lii

WireleSS school to add hotspots
continued from pg. 1

With the convenience of a wireless net-
work through entire campuses, staff and 
students will be able to access information 
on the go.

“Rather than having a history class 
go to the Research center, the possibility 
would now be that you could have three 
or four laptops in a classroom,” said 
anderson. “While 
certain activities are 
going on, you’re en-
abling students to 
go over and get in-
formation off the in-
ternet. the problem 
with [computer] labs 
is that they’re big, 
expensive and they 
need to be managed. Wireless would 
allow that immediate access anytime, 
anywhere.”

although the district was able to pur-
chase some equipment, it also was forced 
to make sacrifices due to financial reasons, 
which may delay the complete integration 
of the campus hotspots.

“it’s all a matter of having enough 
money to fund wireless,” said grenier. “so 
far, it is all theoretical. We have a test site 
going, but until we put up all the different 

access points to see what kind of coverage 
we get, there can be a lot of glitches. We’re 
installing it ourselves, so we’re learning 
as we go.” 

Despite the costs, anderson believes 
that a “wireless school” is still a worthy 
investment.

“obviously, with schools and technol-
ogy, one of the things you run up against 
is money,” said anderson. “We don’t have 

unlimited streams 
of money like some 
corporations do to 
keep up with all 
the technology as 
it develops, but i 
think wireless has 
been around long 
enough that the 
price is manage-

able, and that it is a direction we need 
to go.”

 anderson believes that the network 
development is promising.

 “We probably don’t even know all of 
the advantages that we would get out of 
this now because we haven’t had it,” said 
anderson, “but i think we can all speculate 
about one or two that would be possible 
if we did go wireless. We want to expand 
into that area and see what happens. i 
think it’s exciting in that respect.”u

“it’s all a matter of having 
enough money to fund wire-

less. So far, it’s all theoretical.

 —tech coordinator Julie Grenier
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10. lead the people
obama’s charisma—and the fact that president bush’s approval rating is a negative value—is what won him the 

election. now, he must try to stay in the public’s good eye because if he’s liked, he won’t have to watch out for iraqi tele-
vision reporters armed with size 10 shoes. one way to start would be  to get his daughters those puppies he promised.

1.

Welcome Mr. President, 
thank you Mr. President

9. Pick the right staff
a major issue during the election was obama’s lack of experi-

ence. at least he didn’t pick george bush for anything important.

8. Define torture
Since Washington is so divided on the definition of torture, this is what Obama should do: subject George Bush 

to all his “interrogation techniques.” if he doesn’t enjoy the feeling, it’s torture, if he does, it’s not. simple!

7. Monitor immigration
the chinese are gaining power in the economic arena, but that doesn’t mean we have to copy all of 

their ideas. Just because they have a great Wall to keep out the Huns, it doesn’t mean americans need 
a “great steel barbed-Wire electric fence of the Rio grande” to keep their jobs safe from Mexicans. 

6. focus on national security
in light of the recent attacks in india, it seems terrorists are becoming more active. obama should 

implement new policies to strengthen american security. “Randomly” checking all turbaned males at 
the airport and forcing passengers to throw away their shampoo is no longer enough.

In lIGhT oF The 44Th InauGuraTIon, here are The ToP Ten ThInGS PreSIDenT obaMa ShoulD Do 

5. introduce better 
educational policies

no child left behind promised no child would be left behind. based on the current college 
acceptance percentages at saratoga this year, it seems more like every child was “left behind.”

4. improve the health care system
Hillary clinton promised universal health care. However, obama, after seeing the three-week wait list for advil in france, 

decided to do things a little differently. He is going to mass produce advil and distribute it to the elderly and the sick. 

3. Solve american energy issues
gas prices are suddenly plummeting (under $2 a gallon!), but we still need to establish energy independence. 

solution: Harness the hot air coming from sarah palin’s mouth.

2. Withdraw troops from iraq
obama assured us that he would withdraw the troops in iraq, but really, what’s going to happen to our 

global mission of imposing democracy?

get the economy back on track
“spread the wealth?” oh, my god! obama must be a socialist! Well, a tax cut for the middle class could mean a record 

number of sales on black friday next year. although people should be saving money, not spending more of it, that’s go-
ing to be the case. Don’t you want more discount electronics?!

--by Girish Swaminath and Rahul Thakker
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the fastest recorded tennis stroke be-
longs to andy Roddick at 153 mph. 
the fastest recorded squash stroke 

belongs to John White of scotland at 172 
mph. the fastest recorded badminton 
stroke belongs to fu Haifeng of china at 
206 mph. 

the shuttlecock may be composed of 
merely cork and feathers, but its power 
and speed should not be underestimated. 
in a world where tennis reigns supreme 
among other racket sports, badminton 
is pushed aside and seen as weak—if 
acknowledged as one at all. 

badminton downplayed in America
While some predominantly asian-

american bay area schools have badmin-
ton available for their students, other parts 
of the United states, such as the Midwest, 
don’t have large enough asian-american 
communities to promote the sport.

even many saratoga High students 
scoff at badmin- ton. they 
t h i n k  i t ’ s  a “ w i m p ” 
sport  and a s s u m e 
the team d o e s n ’ t 
train as hard as 

others do. it 
has become a 

joke to numerous 
students who try 

out every year in or-
der to avoid pe. 

and yet, the number 
of students who drop 
out prior to tryouts due 

to brutal conditioning is 
astounding. it has be-

come customary to see nearly 100 students 
try out for about 50 positions, and every 
year about 20 students drop out during 
the first few preseason weeks.

It’s really not that easy
the truth is, the aerobic stamina, agil-

ity, strength and precision required in 
badminton greatly exceed that of most 

other sports. 
as a result, badminton is much faster 

both physically and mentally. Repetitive 
movements, fast reaction and direction 
changes require intensive drills, condi-
tioning and quick decision-making.the 
lightweight racquets, which have led to 
much doubt over the dedication needed 
to excel in badminton, have encouraged 
development of sophisticated racquet 
movements and don’t 
restrict players from 
making lightning fast 
shots the way other 
racquet sports often do. 

Wounds and casualties
badminton players condition as 

much and sometimes more than players 
in other sports. 

though the small court gives the illu-
sion that a player doesn’t need to move 
around much, the shuttlecock com-
pensates for that by traveling between 
opponents quickly, requiring players to 
reposition themselves for the upcoming 
shots as fast as possible.

The need for instant reflexes and agility 
in the relatively small court often leads 
untrained players to trip over their own 
feet, resulting in the same sprained ankles 
and knee injuries seen in other sports. 
badminton also causes tennis elbow, golf 
elbow and other conditions diagnosed in 
other types of athletes.

Way back when saratoga badminton 
experienced its glory days from 2003 to 
2005, when the team placed first in it’s 
league for three consecutive years. but the 
team has been on a downhill slope ever 
since, annually experiencing coaching 
changes and a lack of support.

Despite the team’s dedication and 
training, they have never heard support-
ive classmates cheering, “go saratoga 
badminton!” during games. 

every year, the school chooses a male 
and female athlete of the year. someday,  
they’ll hopefully choose a badminton 
player and give the sport the recognition 
it deserves. u

nathan Kim

by Tiffany Tung
and Melody Zhang

by Mika Padmanabhan

unDeraPPreCiateD
some sports seem to get all the love and all the fans, leaving others behind in their shadows

girls’ tennis shunned too often 
despite consistent success

Badminton harder than most think

by Shannon Galvin
and Melody Zhang

nathan Kim

nathan Kim

Students can do better: Cheating, stealing not to be taken lightly 

forget teaching students about biol-
ogy or algebra.  it’s time to go back 
to basics—back to when teachers 

had to remind students to not take oth-
ers’ belongings and to tell the truth.

cheating isn’t something people 
should ever take lightly, yet in an alarm-
ing new survey conducted by the Joseph-
son institute, a majority of high school 
students nationwide admit to cheating, 
without a single flicker of guilt.

according to the survey, 30 percent of 
high school students have stolen from a 
store and 64 percent have cheated on a 
test.  of those who have cheated, 38 per-
cent have done so two or more times.

the results show an increase from a 
survey taken in 2006 when only 60 per-
cent of students admitted to cheating.

and here’s the kicker: 93 percent 
of students surveyed said they were 
satisfied with their personal ethics and 
character, and 77 percent affirmed that 
“when it comes to doing what is right, i 
am better than most people i know.”

but the study also touched on one im-
portant issue: extracurricular activities. 
With the type of competition students 
must go through today to get a spot in 
an “acceptable” college, the importance 

of academics has gradually become 
less important next to other activities. 
there are only so many hours in a day 
to get top grades while juggling sports, 
community service, band and college 
applications. 

pressure to excel in everything has 
pushed the temptation to cheat from 
every student’s peripheral to their fore-
most attention. 

With the pressure and competition 
of today’s high schools, it is no sur-
prise that cheating ex-
ists, but it’s shocking 
that the numbers are 
so high. the push for 
straight a’s has left 
behind what keeps 
our society together: 
moral ethics and 
character.

the national 
association of 
s e c o n d a r y 
school prin-
cipals said 
that to help 
s tudents 
m a k e 
the  r ight 
choice ,  they 
need to empha-
size classrooms 

where learning takes a higher priority 
than the right answer.

but it’s not just an increase in aca-
demic cheating that’s causing worry. 
Results of theft are also dismaying.  the 
survey found one-third of students ac-
knowledging their having stolen within 
the past year.
 some adults have attributed this 
decline in morals to the absence of a 
caring environment. they again point 
to the fact that today’s society is much 
too apathetic to teenager behavior.

but it would be wrong to completely 

blame students’ shortcomings on society. 
students should not only let their com-
munity shape them, but also shape their 
community in return. 

now that the disturbing truth has 
been laid out for all to see, students 
should rise to the occasion and strive 
for self-improvement. society isn’t the 
problem; the problem lies within the 
students themselves.  Deep down, ev-
eryone knows the difference between 
right and wrong.  

students need to stop lying to them-
selves, their parents and their friends.  
they need to accept that cheating and 
stealing are wrong and be held account-
able for their own behavior. 

students also need to hold other 
people responsible for breaking the 
rules.  too many times students get away 
with cheating because others choose to 
overlook it.  

time after time this repeats until stu-
dents reach the point where it doesn’t 
seem to matter anymore. More schools 
need to enact a code of honor that all 
students can and will follow. they need 
to encourage the morals that seem to be 
left behind.

it’s nice that some of the adults are 
trying to cover for us, but it’s time for us 
to grow up, shoulder our own responsi-
bilities and correct our faults. u

n
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last fall, the school sent two of its 
finest girls’ varsity teams to the 
CCS finals; field hockey and ten-

nis. only one of these teams, however, 
was properly recognized and received  
encouraging attendance at the games, 
while the other was mostly ignored. 
Despite exemplary performance for 
several consecutive years, the girls’ ten-
nis team does not receive the attention 
it deserves.

t h e first step to gaining respect is 
having a relatively large 

c a m p u s  p re s e n c e , 
which includes at-

tendance to the 
g a m e s  a s 

well as 

the public-
ity of the game 
dates and 
results.  it 
seems only 
the members of 
the team, the athletes’ 
parents or people on 
the newspaper staff 
know anything 
a b o u t  t h e 
team. this is 
due largely to 
the lack of public-
ity. 

big home tennis matches rarely 
receive a lot of, if any, publicity while 
even the least significant of the volley-
ball, football and water polo games are 
well-known and attendance is encour-
aged.

one may argue that the lack of pub-
licity is the fault of the players for not 
making a big deal about it. for ccs, 
palo alto, and Monte Vista matches, 
however, players tried to encourage 
attendance and boost campus aware-

ness of the team’s success. even so, fans 
failed to show up.

the community and school have dis-
played a similar attitude towards girls’ 
tennis. in recent years, the football and 
field hockey teams have received new 
fields. In comparison, the tennis com-
munity has been asking for new courts 
and new lights for many years, but the 
requests have gone nowhere.

even athletes from other schools 
have noticed this lack of interest. op-
posing teams have often complained 
about the cracked courts and poor vis-
ibility during matches that extend into 
the night. 

A team that has qualified for CCS 10 
years in a row should not have to endure 
the humiliation of being told that their 
facilities stink. 

the lack of recognition given to the 
girls’ tennis team is something that 
should be rectified immediately. An-
nouncements need to be made and 

incentives need to be given in 
order to increase at-

tendance. stu-
dents can 

create 

a fan base 
to promote at-
tendance. the community, at the 
very least, should work towards getting 
new, lighted courts. the appreciation of 
athletes, even if occasional and fleeting, 
is something that every student who 
plays a good game deserves. u
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testing has always been 
a tedious process. for 
many students, taking the 

sat means sitting for hours and 
rushing through problems to finish within 
the time limit. after the test, however, 
students often have to repeat the process 
numerous times to improve their scores. 
even then, after taking the test a second 
time, the score may not improve much, or 
worse—it could worsen.

to ease the stress, students want the 
privilege of choosing the best scores of 
each test for colleges to see. this March, 
that wish will finally be granted. Accord-
ing to an article by the New York Times, the 
college board, the company primarily re-
sponsible for the regulation and writing of 
the sat, has decided to allow students tak-
ing the sat exams to use score choice.

this policy will allow students to pick 
which single-sitting score they would 

like to send to colleges. Under the cur-
rent policy used by the college board, 
all scores from all sittings are sent to col-
leges, whether the student scored well or 
not. Score Choice may seem beneficial by 
allowing students to put their best scores 
out. some students at saratoga High, how-
ever, feel negatively about score choice. 
Junior Vicki ni believes that it gives an 
unfair advantage to students who can take 
the tests numerous times.

“[score choice] is bad because people 
can take the test as many times as they 
want,” said ni. “it’s unfair to the people 
who work really hard and try to take the 
test only once.”

Most students at saratoga High already 
have the advantage of being able to af-
ford sat classes and books. giving them 

the privilege of score choice will allow 
students to take the tests over and over 
again without worrying about a low score. 
those who already can’t afford to take 
the test more than once will be at an even 
greater disadvantage when score choice 
comes into effect.

according to the New York Times, the 
college board previously used the policy 
of score choice from 1993 to 2002. it also 
reports that in 2002 the company felt as 
though their policy was unfair to students 
from lower income brackets because these 
students could not keep retaking tests in 
order to improve their scores.

Many college officials, who argue that it 
is a marketing move by the college board 
to increase its revenue from students who 
take standardized tests, have questioned 

this change in policy. schools including 
stanford University, the University of 
pennsylvania and pomona college, con-
tinue to request that all applicants submit 
all test scores from all sittings. in cases like 
these, admissions officials point out, that 
score choice will not help students when 
applying to college.

in addition, score choice eliminates the 
benefit of a composite score for the SAT 
Reasoning test. When some colleges re-
view a student’s scores, they take the best 
score from each section of the Reasoning 
test. For example, a student’s final Reason-
ing score could be made of a writing and 
math section from october and a critical 
reading section from May. 

if students use score choice, they can 
only choose their test with the highest total 

in the recent congressional debates, 
the “big three” bailout, a proposal to 
pump $14 billion into the american 

auto industry, was heavily discussed. 
the big three auto companies, gM, ford 
and chrysler, announced that it wouldn’t 
be long before they had to declare bank-
ruptcy. on Dec. 19, president bush ap-
proved of the bailout, giving the auto 
companies $13.4 billion in an effort to 
keep them alive. While an influx of gov-
ernment money could certainly postpone 
this crash, however, it is completely 
unnecessary when considering 
other, more cost-efficient 
methods to save the big 
three.

the big 
three 

companies could have filed for Chapter 11 
bankruptcy. this means that the debtors 
would be allowed to continue running 
the company. it is overseen by a federal 
bankruptcy court, which makes sure that 
the company runs to the benefit of its 
creditors. Usually, this process involves a 
lot of company restructuring to maximize 
efficiency, but the Big Three haven’t reor-

ganized yet. 
R a t h e r 

than bail 
t h e m 

o u t , 
t h e 

government should have exercised re-
straint and let chapter 11 pull the big 
three from the endangered zone.

by cutting down on their bulky unions 
contracts and benefits, the big three 
would have saved the government bil-
lions of dollars while providing for a 
much-needed reorganization of the com-
panies. it is true that shareholders would 
have taken some losses, but those losses 
are small compared to the $14 billion the 
government would lose trying to bail 
them out. instead, president bush took 
out billions of dollars from a money pool 
that is better spent on more important 
matters.

the government should have been 
aware of the number of jobs that were 
endangered in the course of saving 
the american auto industry. almost as 
many americans work for foreign auto 

industries as they do for american auto 
industries, and by saving the american 
big three, we could in turn be working 
against auto companies like Honda and 
toyota, along with the jobs of all of the 
americans who work there.

the big three bailout may seem like 
an enticing option in lieu of the recent 
Wall street bailout, but the banks in 
Wall street contained the investments of 
countless americans in addition to the 
many employees who work for goldman 
sachs, Morgan stanley and others, making 
it suicidal for the United states to allow 
them to go under. on the other hand, the 
american auto industry has been lagging 
behind Japanese and european carmakers 
for quite some time and is in dire need of 
a massive reorganization. extra cash will 
only delay the inevitable reworking of 
the big three.

instead of wasting money on the big 
three, the government 
should eliminate the root 
cause of their inefficiency 
so that they can oper-
ate more effectively in 
the future. government 
bailouts should only 
be used as a last re-
sort. Using programs 

like chapter 11, the 
government can 

a c h i e v e  t h e 
same result at 
a much lower 
cost. u

by Andy Tsao

by Robin Liu

nathan Kim

Big tHree Bailout MeanS More WaSteD Money

invasion of the standardized test by alex Song

Disadvantages follow new College Board policy



10 lifestyles the Saratoga falcon
January 30, 2009

ColuMniSt finDS rooM for WantS anD neeDS

surviving on a budget can 
be a relief and burden at 
the same time. sure, the 

freedom of having money on 
hand without parental consent 
has its perks, but the respon-
sibility of keeping my account 
balance from bouncing back 
can get tricky at times. from 
what i’ve heard, others go as 
far as freezing their credit cards 
in a cup of water as a method 
of self-restraint from impulse 
purchases. Hopefully, that’s an 
extremity to which i won’t have 
to resort.

With monthly allowances 
of $150, i cover gas, lunches, 
phone bills and miscellaneous 
necessities. on top of those, 
however, there are also other 
expenditures my parents would 
consider “wants” rather than 
“needs,” including clothing, 
books, movies, etc. thus, the 
amount i would be able to 

spend is capped, and during 
most months, i’m not always 
able to buy both the things i 
want and need. now, i’m not 
suggesting that people stop 
eating lunches in order to save 
some cash. instead, there are al-
ternate avenues one can pursue 
in order to make room for both 
the “wants” and the “needs.”

Less room for more cash
the basis of money issues 

comes from lack of self-control 
in the midst of impulse pur-
chases. With a couple of tweaks 
to how you handle money, the 
amount of money spent can 
easily be diminished. 

for starters, i generally 
never keep cash in my pocket 
because of the size of my wal-
let. acclaimed for being the 
thinnest wallet in the world, 
the koyono slimmy has only 
three pockets: one for a couple 
of dollar bills, one for credit 
cards and one for business 
cards, limiting what i can carry 
around. first to be eliminated 
due to space on the list is cash 
due to how tempting using dol-
lar bills can be, since there isn’t 
a risk of my balance bouncing 
back as with my debit card or 
constant parental monitoring 
of my purchases. With a little 

training from a minimal wallet, 
however, withdrawing cash is 
the least of my concerns unless 
i am heading to a place that 
doesn’t accept Visa.

Everyday spending
While i spend money on 

movies, drink breaks and 
clothes, the problem is that 
there aren’t always easy ways 
to tackle all of these with a 
short balance. thankfully, most 
restaurants and cafes often car-
ry stamp cards so that my tenth 
or so purchase is free. as far as 
clothing goes, the best sales, in 
my experi-
ence, happen 
online. i’m 
not big on 
apparel, but 
when there’s 
a good deal 
on clothes, 
i make my 
purchases 
months 
ahead at a time in bulk to save 
on shipping and tax. 

in most cases, the things 
that you have your eye on are 
cheaper somewhere else. it’s 
just a matter of where you look. 
i’ll admit that watching out for 
sales online isn’t the most excit-
ing, but I usually find specials 

through online deal aggrega-
tors, such as dealnews.com and 
slickdeals.net. I find these to be 
extremely useful in avoiding 
retail prices on goods ranging 
from apparel to electronics. i 
bet there are only a handful of 
people in this school that knew 
there was a 30 percent cash-
back sale on all purchases from 
ebay only three months ago; all 
it takes is a matter of knowing 
where to look.

Discounts are always the 
hardest to find on movies. 
i’ve come to fully believe that 
blockbuster is overpriced and 

that theaters 
have raised 
ticket prices 
too high. one 
alternative to 
blockbuster 
rentals is that 
red box on the 
side of safeways 
and luckys. 
they look a little 

suspicious next to the lottery 
machines, but they keep up on 
new releases and only cost a 
buck. as for theaters, the best 
solution i’ve encountered is 
buying bulk tickets at costco. 
it’s not necessarily the most 
conventional method, but it’s 
the cheapest i’ve seen so far, 

running at about five tickets for 
$40. 

gift cards without boundaries
after the holidays, i notice 

that i usually end up with a 
stack of gift cards to stores at 
which i wouldn’t normally 
shop. thanks to cardavenue.
com, gift card recipients 
can buy, sell and trade their 
unwanted store credits with 
others. 

buying gift cards for cheaper 
than they are actually worth 
may sound untrustworthy, 
but, rest assured, the process is 
painless. a perk to this service, 
called cardassure, guarantees 
participants with the promised 
amount of money written in 
the description. While there are 
services like cardavenue.com 
on ebay, there always seems to 
be a better deal when buying 
an itunes gift card for half its 
actual worth.

While the “wants” aren’t 
always going to be easy to buy 
on a budget revolving around 
the “needs,” remember that 
there’s usually a backdoor to 
retail prices, no matter what 
you’re looking to purchase. it 
may sound like a lot of work, 
but it beats staying at home 
with an empty wallet. u

Brian Kim 
Have it your way

togatalKS
HoW HaVe you 
Been SaVing 

Money reCently?

the basis of money 
issues comes from a 
lack of self-control in 
the midst of impulse 

purchases. 

It’s a matter 
of finding 
happiness in 
the small things. 
I don’t use 
money unless I 
have to.

senior Paul Stavropolous

My mom is 
an extreme 
coupon 
collector.

junior Amy Wang

I put my 
money in a 
bank account 
instead of 
spending it.

freshman Paras Unadkat

Students find ways 
to save money in the 
wake of the global 
recession

Melody Zhang

Tiffany Tung
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toPten
WayS to SaVe Money

1

2

3

4
5

6

7

8

9
10 Dress up as a hobo to get free 

food at the soup kitchen.

Give people used giftcards...that 
$0.87 can go a long way

buy your beef at Taco bell or 
PetCo. They’re basically the same 
thing. 

Do your shopping at Mervyn’s. oh 
wait. It’s  too late. They are already 
bankrupt.

Take extra napkins from fast food 
restaurants to use for extra toilet 
paper. 

—by Karthik Annaamalai

Train your dog to beg for food so 
you don’t have to buy it.

use the squeegee at the gas sta-
tion to wash your entire car. 

Eat out at a five-star restaurant; 
the food is bound to cost just as 
much as the school’s. 

Get your haircuts from the same 
place as russell brand. They have 
to be cheap. 

Use freshmen to push your car; 
they count as an alternative en-
ergy source, right? 

senior farid Jiandani found an in-found an in-
novative way to make money his 
freshman year. He was invited to 

the birthday party of a saratoga High 
alumnus and at the party they played 
poker. Jiandani won $76 at this party 
and has been earning money this way 
ever since. 

because Jiandani has had a source of 
income, he has chosen to spend money 
on things he finds worthwhile. 

With poker and summer jobs, Jiandani 
has been able to justify his own spending. 
this past summer, he spent $8,000 of his 
own money on various enhancements on 
his 2003 e320 Mercedes.

“i researched the modifications 
for four months before finding the 
right price, mechanics and parts,” said 
Jiandani. “I am very satisfied with the 
results as well as the price tag.”

furthermore, Jiandani often eats out, 
especially at chipotle, sometimes as 
often as twice a week.

“i love chipotle,” said Jiandani. “to 
me, a chipotle burrito is completely 
worth the price and drive.”

because of the economic downturn, 
however, The Falcon challenged Jiandani 
to strictly budget his expenses to $15-20 
for a week.

“i didn’t think this task would be too 
difficult,” said Jiandani. “if i am capable 
of earning the money i spend, i was sure 
that i could budget it as well.”

Most of Jiandani’s expenditures are on 
gas and food. thus, he came up with a 
plan to pack his own lunches and drive 
his grandparent’s toyota avalon for long 
distances.

Jiandani woke up earlier than usual 
and packed a peanut butter and jelly 

sandwich lunch every day for school. for 
the first two days of the week, Jiandani 
stayed on campus during lunch. His 
friends were amused by his sudden 
change.

“i was completely shocked to see 
farid staying on campus,” said senior 
kushal shah. “He was always the 
one who wanted to go off-campus for 
lunch.”

“i had to work hard to convince my 
friends to stay on campus with me,” said 
Jiandani. “eventually, i just ended up 
going off campus with them eating my 
packed lunch.”

During the course of the week, 
Jiandani had to make frequent trips to 
palo alto and san francisco. for his 
trips, he drove the avalon, which gets 
28 miles per gallon, compared to the 19 
of his Mercedes.

“the speakers weren’t quite as loud, 
but it was still an enjoyable drive,” said 
Jiandani. 

in the end, he couldn’t resist some 
desires. During a trip to blue Rock shoot 
at the end of the week, Jiandani saw a 
pie. He didn’t have the cash to pay for 
it, so he convinced a friend to purchase 
it for him.

“While money was still being spent, 
technically i was still saving mine,” said 
Jiandani, justifying the decision. “and it 
was pumpkin pie.”

Ultimately, Jiandani felt living on a 
budget was a truly rewarding experience. 
even though, Jiandani could not stick to 
his budget throughout the week, he still 
learned from a week of closely watching 
his expenses. 

“i’m glad i did this,” said Jiandani. 
“My wallet feels fatter even though 
i played less poker, and i’m sure my 
parents appreciated this.” u

by Tim Tsai

Senior’s attempt to curb spending for a 
week results in newfound appreciation

falConPoll
Approximately how much do you spend in a regular week?

Spending Money

67%  $0 to $40

26%  $31 to $70

7%  $70+

The Falcon randomly polled 100 students 
on January 21 and 22, 2009. 

Senior farid Jiandani prepares to drive home in his Mercedes Benz. for the week that 
he had to save money, Jiandani only drove his Benz for short distances.

Mabel hsu

Designer recession by alex Song

Melody Zhang

Tiffany Tung
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Many people spend their tutorials 
cramming for their ap phys-
ics or spanish test next period 

in the library. contrary to the common 
belief that libraries are for “dorks,” the 
school’s library continues to at-
tract dozens of students during 
lunches, free periods, tutorials 
and seventh period.   

approximately 40 students 
come in during lunch to study 
or converse quietly. During tu-
torial, about 70 students come 
in to work on group projects, 
write speeches or just hang out 
with friends.

“i usually go in when i need 
a quiet place to study. it’s a 
good place to concentrate,” said 
sophomore alex chan. “it’s 
also warm, which is a plus.” 

students go to the library during sev-
enth period as well to wait for their par-
ents to come pick them up before school 
events and practices. 

“i come in [to the library] to get a 
head start on homework before my mom 
picks me up,” says freshman Ruchie 

bhardwaj.
Head librarian kevin Heyman said that 

he has also noticed an increase in students 
as the weather gets colder.

“You can definitely see the difference 
in the number of students in here from 
earlier in the year to now when it’s a little 
bit chillier,” said Heyman. 

However, due to changes in 
the library’s policy that came 
into permanent effect last 
spring, many students have 
stopped going to the library 
as frequently. 

the changes included a 
“no talking rule” and a “no 
sitting on the floor rule” as 
well as other rules that did 
not fare  very well with all the 
students. 

“My friends and i always 
used to go sit in the library but 
now because of the changes, 

we don’t go in as often,” said junior lau-
ren Mcinnis. 

Despite the restrictions, many students   
still continue to go to the library which 
continues to offer the same warm and  
quiet atmosphere. Whether it’s a place 
to study, to read or to just stay warm, the 
library is definitely a great choice. u

by Lauren Kuan
and Pia Mishra
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falConPoll
Where is your favorite place to hangout at SHS?

top Hangouts

1. 38% Parking Lot
2. 21% Library
3. 15%  J-Room

The Falcon polled 166 randomly 
selected students on Jan. 9.

4. 13% Music Quad
5. 13% Other
6. 1% Little Theater

library draws in dozens

the lunch bell rings and the empty 
parking lot suddenly fills with 
hungry and eager students. some 

leave to rest at home or eat at a nearby 
restaurant, while others remain in their 
cars eating and talking with friends. 

During lunchtime, tutorial, after 
school and before school the parking 
lot is in complete pandemonium but 
it also works as a place for students to 
escape the stress of school.

the parking lot is a hangout for stu-

dents who want to get away from the 
chaos of the quad but don’t want to be 
crunched for time or spending money 
going out to lunch.

“i always hang out in the parking 
lot after school,” said senior Michael 
Huang. “it gives me a time to meet 
up with my friends before we all head 
home.”

flocks of seniors and juniors can be 
found lounging around this location 
before, during and after school. it acts 
as the transition point between sHs and 
the world around it.

seniors Matthew and Daniel shep-
herd hang out in the parking lot for 
another reason. the twins arrive 10 to 
15 minutes early to school and spend 
that time listening to mellow music. 

“it is really nice to just sit in the car 
and relax before school starts,” said 
Daniel. “it is a great way to mentally 
prepare yourself for the day.”

Many students also use their cars as 
a kind of locker.

“i hold books in my car so i don’t 
have to lug them around all day,” said 
junior cameron tooyserkani.

other students use their cars as 
study areas. tutorial and lunch pro-
vide plenty of time to study, and a car 
is a comfortable and quiet place to do 
that.

being close to the school means a 
quick trip to the car during lunch, tuto-
rial or even break is convenient.  

“if my friends and i can’t decide 
where to go to lunch, we often eat in our 
cars, which is less stressful than leaving 
campus and it’s more peaceful than the 
quad,” said Huang. “plus, most of us 
are broke, so we save money too." u 

by Tim Rollinson

Parking lot offers refuge for upperclassmen

1
5top SHS

Hangouts

Seniors Michael guercio, Casey farmer, and alex Wokas hang out in the front parking lot during lunch.

Seniors felicia tang, Sacha Maniar, nyssa Spector and tejas Mulye study in the library.

uma Sambasivam

Melody Zhang
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With a lack of city hangouts, students find their 
own areas on campus to chill with friends.
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perfectly comfy leather couches, 33 
iMac computers and a really good 
heater draw students into 

the comfort of room 303 to hang 
out with their friends.

Room 303, commonly known 
as the Journalism Room or the 
J-Room, is headquarters to the 
two Journalism 1 classes, two 
falcon staffs, and the talisman 
yearbook staff.  With over 170 
students in the program, the 
J-Room is a rush of activity dur-
ing lunch and tutorials.

“i try to keep [the journal-
ism room] as open as possible, 
without affecting the work 
that students are doing,” said 
journalism adviser Mike tyler.  “[but] if 
i do see it start to cut into the journalism 
work, i’ll have to shoo some people away.  
i try not to.”

on average, the J-Room houses ap-

proximately 30 students during tutorials 
and lunches, but on cold days, its capacity 
can reach over 70, according to tyler.

“sometimes it can get too crowded and 
i have to boot [non-journalism 
students] out of here because 
it’s hard for the journalism 
students to get [their work] 
done,” said tyler.  

students are drawn to the 
J-Room because of its spacious 
area, large tables and access 
to computers.  although all 
sHs students are welcome in 
the Journalism Room, tyler 
does have to exercise crowd 
control when the students get 
too rowdy and loud.

“i have a little bit more 
sympathy [for students] on 

days when it’s really cold out,” said ty-
ler.  “being a california school, [saratoga 
High] does not have all that many great 
indoor spaces for students, so this is one 
of the better places on campus to hang 

out and be warm and spread your lunch 
out on a table.”

although the J-Room has not been 
closed off to non-journalism students 
so far this year, the previous school year 
had some behavioral issues that resulted 
in some students being kicked out of the 
room.

“the problem last year was that i had 
some kids who were on the couches and 
literally blocking access to people moving 
in the room, and i kind of had to get them 
out of here,” said tyler.  “so far this year 
it’s been ok.”

tyler enjoys having students hang out 
in the J-Room during lunch and tutori-
als, whether they are in the journalism 
program or not.  

“i think one of the things that is central 
to a program like this is that it’s a friendly, 
positive atmosphere and if students want 
to be here, so much the better,” said tyler.  
“i think it helps the efforts of everybody 
and makes it a popular thing to do by hav-
ing that kind of an atmosphere.” u

loud laughs echo across the 
quad; students chase after each 
other while playing random 

games; others randomly fight with 
fake swords and props used for their 
upcoming plays. 

the little theater is the only place 
on campus where sHs students can 
observe such atypical scenes on 
campus.

the theater houses a drama fam-
ily that is extremely open with each 
other and welcoming to visitors. 
because drama people share similari-
ties in personality and perspective, 
they find comfort in an environment 
where they can appreciate one an-
other and just be themselves. they 
do not need to be something they are 
not, as they are “home.”

“the drama room is a nice place 
to be loud and rambunctious,” said 
junior patrick Hawks. “We are natu-
rally loud and it’s a really small, close 
group. it’s especially fun hanging out 
during lunch and after school.”

to drama students, the little the-
ater is a haven where they can social-
ize and take a deep breath of fresh 

air from the stress and pressures of 
academics. in addition, it provides an 
ideal environment for students of the 
“loud” personality type to express 
their “inner-selves” without anxiety 
or hesitation. the little theater gives 
drama students a sense of satisfaction 
and pride they might not possess 
anywhere else on campus.

“Without the comfort of each other 
and the little theater, all of us would 
be lost in this school,” said junior 
Hannah brown. “it is a completely 
different atmosphere from the rest 
of the school. Just being in the little 
theater is conducive to theatrical 
behavior.”

people who do not belong to the 
social circle of the little theater often 
possess a stereotype that theater kids 
are “intense, loud people who love 
the center of attention.” However, 
drama students seem to accept the 
existence of such stereotypes and 
are not bothered by any labels and 
generalizations people might place 
on them.

“We don’t really mind the stereo-
typing,” said brown. “We are who we 
are. stereotypes don’t take that away 
from us,” ♦

by Girish Swaminath

by Sophia Cooper

the marching band is well-known 
on campus, achieving statewide 
recognition as one of the top in 

the state and as one of the most popular 
extracurricular activities on 
campus. some of the more 
than 200 students spend their 
out-of school hours inside the 
band room and around the 
music quad.

students from several 
groups come together and 
gather in the music quad, 
which is located next to the 
band room. 

as a result of a recent 
eagle scout project by senior 
kevin shimizu, there are 
more benches around the 
band quad, attracting more visitors.

“i hang out there because it is right 
next to the band room and it is in a 
really convenient spot, especially after 
band class,” said senior Vicky chang.

around 25 students routinely crowd 
around the tables and meet each other 

after school to share stories and gos-
sip. 

the music quad is a meeting place 
where anyone can gather and do what-
ever they want.  

students even play different games 
in the quad, like baseball and tag.

“one time we even 
played baseball in that 
area, and someone tripped 
on the uneven ground and 
broke her leg.” said senior  
elizabeth cheng. “another 
time the guys were playing 
this game where they tried 
to jump on top of each 
other and one of them even 
ended up breaking their 
collar bone.”

the seniors in band 
have gained a stronger 
bond through the many 

lunches spent together.
“the band quad is just some place 

where we can always go to talk and 
hang out with each other,” said senior 
lewis chen. “We’ve had many memo-
ries and good times with each other 
there,” u

by Lauren Kuan
and Pia Mishra

Drama family finds home in Little Theater

Music quad antics create harmonious memories

J-room gives couches, warmth to students
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5
uma Sambasivam

Drama students eat lunch in the little theater.

Juniors Dana Burley and Kanchi Kerjiwal, both in the band, hang out in the band room. 
Melody Zhang

Juniors Paxton Barco and Ben Clement work 
hard on their publications in the J-room.

Melody Zhang
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Have you heard of ashley 
preston? for those of 
you who haven’t figured 

it out, ashley preston is not a 
real person but instead a social 
experiment conducted by the 
falcon staff. 
 She had a fake profile on Face-
book that stated that she was sup-
posedly starting school here for 
second semester after 
moving to california 
from Hialeah, fla.
 preston was made 
up by members of the 
falcon staff in early 
December to simulate 
how easily students 
readily distribute ac-
cess to their profiles 
through facebook. 
 after only one 
week of being on fa-
cebook, preston be-
came “friends” with 
about 150 students 
from sHs and several 
students from other 
schools, such as los 
gatos. 
 n o t  o n l y  w a s 
she “friends” with 
these people, but she 
gained access to all of 
their photos, videos, 
friends and profile 
information, which 
often includes aol 
instant messaging 
screen names, cell 
phone numbers and sometimes 
even addresses.
 several of these “friends” even 
conversed with preston through 
wall-to-wall conversation, mes-
saging, or live online chatting. 
some voluntarily offered her 
their phone numbers, and others 
invited her to hang out. Many 
of these students were unaware 
that they were simply chatting 
with falcon staff members whom 
they see at school every day, not 

a blonde senior from florida. 
 a few students challenged 
her authenticity, but this did not 
trigger other students to take 
action and block preston from 
their profiles. In fact, almost all 
of preston’s friends still remained 
friends with her even after some 
openly questioned her validity.  
 as word spread, some stu-
dents at school even talked about 
how confident they were that she 
was a fake. Despite all that,  they 

failed to cut preston out of their 
lives by removing her from their 
friends. preston still has access 
to these students’ profiles even 
though she might have been a 
stalker or a pedophile.
 this degree of trust causes 
many  school officials to worry. 
they suggest that students take a 
more cautious approach to social-
izing online.
 “if you’re putting images and 
photos, your own content could 

put you in a position where you 
could be compromised,” said 
school psychologist Mark atkin-
son.
 this is the danger of online 
predators. if it is so simple for 
members of the falcon to come 
up with a fake name and false 
information and find a random 
picture to mislead students, it 
stands to reason anyone could 
do the same thing. 
 no one had seen preston, or 

talked to her in person, 
but most people didn’t 
hesitate to let her access 
their profiles. Most stu-
dents said they accepted 
her request only be-
cause they noticed that 
they had a lot of friends 
in common. However, 
this still means users 
are leaving all their per-
sonal information open 
to someone they may 
not even know.

not only did pres-
ton friend people, but 
several people also re-
quested to friend her. 
Within just hours of the 
creation of her profile, 
almost 15 people had 
added ashley, and not 
all of them were from 
saratoga High. for the 
next two weeks, she 
continually received 
around the same num-
ber of requests each 
day.

“i think some stu-
dents see facebook as a competi-
tion and when your goal is to use 
facebook to look more popular 
than you are then i think by 
definition that’s a problem,” said 
atkinson.

Ashley Preston is not the first 
fake person to enter the sara-
toga High network, and unfor-
tunately, she probably won’t be 
the last. parents and others hope 
that other fakes will be just as 
harmless. u

by Annie Lee
and Kavya Nagarajan

Preston hoax fools local users

Do you know who’s been
looking at your profile? 
facebook is the no. 1 social 
networking site with users of 
all ages, but how safe are you?

Saratoga Falcon

if you’re looking for senior sandeep chan-
drasekhar on facebook, try typing in his 
new name Deep Deep Mustafa Muham-

mad.
 a rumor that colleges will use information 
on Facebook profiles to make admissions deci-
sions has caused several seniors to change their 
facebook names to make it harder for colleges 
to find them.
 “[At first], I thought the rumor was true 
because my friends told me,” said senior kathy 
koo, who changed her facebook name to 
kassie ko. “even though it might not be true, 
i just did it just in case.”
 students have hidden or removed content 
on their profiles that could give inaccurate or 
negative impressions. others have taken steps 
to change their privacy settings. However, 
some fear colleges will have administrator ac-
cess privileges to private profiles. Like others, 
koo believes this would infringe on students’ 
right to privacy. 
 “it’s your own privacy, and they shouldn’t 
be snooping around and judging people before 
they accept you or not,” said koo.
 according to assistant principal brian 
Safine, private profiles aren’t accessible by col-
leges. in addition, few colleges include random 
checks of Facebook profiles in their process of 
reviewing applications. 
 “they might look at a student’s online ac-
tivity if there is something that stands out on 
their application,” said Safine. “[Or] follow up 
to spot-check if it’s something students claim 
that they’ve done that [colleges] can access 
online.”
 the colleges that do make facebook checks 
are private schools with bigger budgets to 
devote to college admissions. according to 
an article in the Wall street Journal by John 
Hechinger, a survey showed that 10 percent 
of admissions officers from 500 top colleges 
looked on facebook and other social network-
ing sites to evaluate students. 
 in the end, many seniors see facebook 
checking as unnecessary.
 “I definitely think colleges are wasting their 
time looking on facebook, because most of the 
time, they can’t even find people,” said Tejas 
Mulye, a.k.a. thajus Moolyay. “i think every-
one should change their names so colleges will 
cease using this stupid tactic.” u

by Saniha Shankar
and Brian Tsai

Change name
to save face

“Ashley Preston’s” profile picture used to trick other  
users into believing she was really an incoming student.

facebook.com

facebook.com
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it was a normal session on facebook for 
junior sam pack. after commenting on 
her friends’ pictures, writing on others’ 

walls, updating her status and playing the 
various games, pack was about to log off 
when a 30-year-old man she has never 
met proceeded to “lick” her through the 
“superpoke” application. 
 “that was a creepy experience,” said 
pack. “i immediately blocked him and 
quit that application.”
 it’s not uncommon for students to have 
similar encounters with strangers on this 
widely used network, which has over 120 
million users worldwide. privacy settings 
such as only allowing facebook friends to 
view a person’s profile and pictures are 
available, although many students neglect 
to change settings from the default. 
 even with stricter settings, there are 
still holes in security.  Users can send a 
message to people without being friends 

with them, and even though the student 
networks are supposed to be secure, it 
isn’t hard for adults to fake their age and 
be a part of the same network as high 
school students. 
 With everything from full names, 
personal photos, phone numbers and e-
mail addresses in their profiles, Facebook 
makes it easy for online predators to target 
those who aren’t careful about protecting 
their information.

To Friend or Not to Friend
 students expressed mixed views on 
who to accept as friends on the website.
 if someone adds junior Joe stevens 
on facebook he will accept, whether he 
knows them or not. He feels that it’s mean 
to reject people that he knows, though 
he also recently accepted a stranger from 
egypt, regardless of the fact stevens did 
not know how the person found him.
 sophomore grace kim agrees with the 
free friending. 
 “i usually accept someone,” said kim.  

“one time, i decided to ask them who they 
were, and it turns out she was the person 
sitting in front of me in one of my clases, so 
i didn’t want to ask anymore. if they want 
to be my friend, i won’t stop them.”
 freshman penelope burgess, on the 
other hand, is wary of the requests from 
strangers.
 “i’m not sure if they’re actually from 
saratoga or not and if i don’t know who 
they are, why should i pretend they’re my 
‘facebook friend’?” said burgess. 

Adults on Facebook
 in addition to the millions of teenagers 
who have an account, adults commonly 
immerse themselves in the online net-
works.  one such adult at saratoga High is 
spanish teacher gina Rodriquez.   though 
she  has a profile, she never asks students 
to be facebook friends and only accepts 
requests of the students she knows well. 
  “i use facebook for my own friends more 
than my students,” said Rodriguez. “but 
i say happy birthday to my students that 

i’m friends with on facebook.”
 Many parents have also jumped onto 
the facebook bandwagon.
 stevens said that he’s adjusting to his 
dad being online. “truthfully, he just 
wanted to be able to see all the pictures 
of me and my sisters that were posted on 
facebook,” said stevens.  “as much as i 
can understand that, i really am rather 
uncomfortable with him seeing the con-
versations that i have with friends and 
particularly some of the applications.”

Facebook found safe
 after questioning 30 students, it was 
found that on of a scale of one to ten, 
with ten being completely safe and one 
being dangerous, facebook was about an 
eight.
 “it’s much safer than Myspace,” said 
freshman natalie berg, “since something 
you write on your profile doesn’t show 
up in a Google search. There are definitely 
some creepers, but you just have to be 
safe.”  u

by Shannon Galvin
and Jordan Waite

it has been 92 minutes since i sat 
down in a burst of conviction to 
write this article. this burst of 

conviction has proved to be very short-
lived, however, as in these 92 minutes i 
have gotten exactly these two sentences 
done. What have i been doing? 
 friends who know me well might 
guess that i was just wasting time as 
usual on the internet. Well, such friends 
would be almost correct, except i don’t 
consider it to be “wasting time.” seeing 
as how this article is about facebook 
stalking, i really just spent a solid hour 
and 32 minutes conducting intensive 
research on my topic.

But let’s clarify the definition of 
“facebook stalking” lest anybody think 
that i am a real stalker (because i’m not. 
i swear.) according to Urbandictionary.
com, facebook stalking is “to ascer-
tain information about an individual 

through the internet networking site 
facebook.” actually, i just chose that 
definition because it was the least creepy 
sounding out of all the other definitions 
that used sinister words like “monitor” 
and “anonymous,” which just carry 
such an unfriendly air about them, don’t 
you think?

facebook stalking is something that, 
at least in my case, is really quite in-
nocent. it is bred out of boredom and 
innocuous curiosity, and never out of an 
actual desire to “stalk” anybody. 

true, it does satisfy my inner-voyeur 
to an extent, but i can hardly be faulted 
for being interested in the much  more 
interesting lives of other people. i doubt 
anyone out there would not have their 
interest piqued by those hearts (or 
breaking hearts as the case may often 
be) that show up on your newsfeed.

it always starts harmlessly enough, 
with me checking my newsfeed and see-
ing that six of my friends have recently 
written on the wall of, let’s say, ashley 
preston. Who is this ashley preston, i 
wonder, and why do six of my friends 
know her? 

So I meander on over to her profile, 
and browse her photo albums and wall 
posts, just to satisfy my curiosity that 
my friends aren’t having secret parties 

without me. Yet i notice that there are 
some hostile remarks made on several 
of her pictures, and who doesn’t like 
some good virtual passive-aggressive 
facebook commenting? so i click on the 
hostile commenter’s profile, and thus 
sets off the chain of so-called “stalking” 
that ends up eating up way too much of 
my time. It is procrastination at its fin-
est, but that is all it is. 

so yes, i just admitted to spending 
significant amounts of time browsing 
profiles of people I may or may not have 
actually ever spoken to. but before you 
jump to any conclusions and think i’m 
a creeper, you might as well admit it: 
You’ve probably done it too. Whether 
or not you know the person is irrel-
evant; reading three pages of even a 
close friend’s wall-to-wall is still kind of 
sketchy. the point is, everybody does it. 

if people truly are disturbed by the 
fact that random people can access their 
photo albums and wall posts, then it is 
up to these individuals to program their 
privacy settings accordingly. 

facebook has done an admirable 
job at ensuring that people can only 
access the profiles of others in their own 
network, and this is an effective internal 
block at protecting the privacy of its 
users. Ultimately it is the responsibility 

of each individual to determine what 
is safe and appropriate for them, and 
make sure that they are filtering the 
people that they befriend anonymously 
on the internet. 

for all my slightly shameful talk 
about how i do “stalk” others on 
facebook, i am aware of the appropri-
ate limits. i don’t friend someone i’ve 
passed once in the hallway just to gain 
access to their profile, even if they go to 
my school and are considered part of 
my network, and i certainly don’t accept 
friend requests from people that i don’t 
know. 

Just because the requester goes to 
a neighboring school like lynbrook 
doesn’t mean i want that person to be 
able to access my private information, 
and so i exercise my ability to block her 
from doing so. it’s just a matter of com-
mon sense. 

since i don’t really know what the 
point of this personal column was be-
sides to shamelessly expose myself and 
my embarrassing methods of procras-
tination to the entire school, i’ll leave 
you with this thought: next time you’re 
facebook stalking someone (because i 
know you do) and feel a bit shady about 
it, remember, you’re not alone. now we 
both feel a bit better. u

emily Chen
i’m not a creeper

Think that paper bag can fit over my head?
columnist admits to indulging in possibly shameful but common practice of “facebook stalking”

Despite privacy concerns, students feel site is secure
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Minutes prior to screenings of last 
year’s epic box-office hit “The 
Dark knight,” audiences viewed 

a peculiar trailer that marked an affilia-
tion to DC Comics. This film, however, 
didn’t revolve around world-renowned 
superheroes like superman or batman. 
Director Zach snyder of 2006’s “300” 
presents a motion picture adaptation 
of a bestselling comic book series from 
the ‘80s called “Watchmen.” the series 
continuously outsells new releases to this 
day and poses as a challenge for the film’s 
March release. 

Writer alan Moore’s “Watchmen” 
comic presents a tale far more compelling 
than his previous film-adapted works, 
“the league of extraordinary gentle-
men” and “V for Vendetta.” Readers 
follow the lives of outlawed vigilantes 
pinpointed in a series of murders taking 
place in an alternate history. in a sense, 
Moore rewrote history as if it included 
caped crusaders, which presents a far 
more compelling story than one would 
expect from a classic comic book.

the story is highly acclaimed for its 

subtle yet powerful interpre-
tation of its main characters, 
which sets it apart from the 
typical saturday-morning 
superhero series. Moore writes his main 
has-been heroes to have radically differ-
ent views on society, each molded to give 
readers a range from optimistic to ruthless 
perspectives on a single corrupt world. 
He brings out the psychological and 
emotional backdrop to lives of heroes that 

have seen the best and the worst, while 
keeping a modest portion of roof-jumping 
and crime-fighting.

“Watchmen” is the only graphic novel 
to make tiMe Magazine’s all-tiMe 
novels list and has been noted as a heavy 
influence on the writers of ABC’s Emmy-
winning thriller “lost.” as much as it 
is praised, however, the instant classic 
may not be suitable for all audiences. 
it contains mildly graphic imagery but 

does so in a respect-
able manner. the 
graphic accompani-
ment brings chills 
down the spine at 
times, but the book 
remains as some-
thing readers can-
not put down until 
they reach closure 
toward the end of 
each of the 12 chap-
ters. 

at the end of 
each section is a 
supplemental read-
ing, highly relevant 
to the comic. al-

though they can seem dragging, the short 
passages, excerpts from fictional docu-
ments by Moore, contribute to the full 
effect of the story and are worth paying 
attention to in the long run. 

Redefining graphic novels, Moore has 
taken on the role of an artist as opposed 
to an author, as he draws out a striking 
portrait of a society hanging onto a col-
lapsing world by its fingertips. “Watch-
men” tends to be as abstract but induces 
a take on the humanity that even serious 
literature doesn’t often explore.

from the intricately drawn setting to 
the minor personality glitches in some of 
the characters, every inch of detail has its 
own meaningful contribution to the story. 
as the novel unfolds into its riveting and 
shocking climax, readers will miss some 
of its underlying themes. “Watchmen” is 
a story that is more captivating the second 
time around. not only as a graphic novel 
with a different edge, but as a 20-year-
old unmatched classic, “Watchmen” is a 
highly worthwhile read, especially before 
the release of its anticipated motion pic-
ture version in March. no doubt fans will 
line up to see a movie that will be hard for 
any director to justly adapt.u

Men In Tights

admit it. at least one time in your 
life you have succumbed to a 
superhero fantasy. You know, the 

ones where you can fly, or don a much 
too tight super suit, or just happen to get 
bitten by a radioactive spider. Most of us 
tuck these fantasies away, dismayed at 
the eventual realization that we are mere 
mortals with no real means of achieving 
our desired super status. sophomore 
Jeremy pham, however, has a different 
way of coming to terms with his lack of 
superhuman ability.

pham is an avid collector of superhero 
memorabilia, including a sizable comic 
book collection.

His fascination with superheroes began 
when he was 10 with a set of spider-Man 
comic books he received from his friend’s 
dad. after that he was hooked.

 “My tiny pile in the corner of my room 
slowly grew to a mass of comics about 4 x 
4 feet. and by now, it’s taking up multiple 
boxes in my garage,” said pham.

it would be a misrepresentation to 
claim Pham only collects to fill the void 
left by his childhood dreams, as he draws 
crucial life lessons from the comics.   

spider-Man, for example, is a favorite 
of pham’s because spider-Man is inde-
pendent, rather than relying on a partner, 
and the comic book focused more on the 
believable human peter parker rather then 
the fantastical spider-man, render-
ing him more relatable.

 “Unlike other comic books, spi-
der-Man’s issues focus on how his 
Spider-Man ego conflicts with Peter 
parker’s interests. it taught me that 
personal sacrifice was needed for 
greater good,” said pham.

Despite his more sophisticated mo-
tives for collecting, he still marvels at 
the incredible powers of those he reads 

about, especially the villainous Hulk.
“His superhuman strength, speed, 

stamina and durability are second to 
none,” said pham. “His regenerative abili-
ties even surpass those of Wolverine.”

besides being drawn in to the thrilling 
adventures of these heroes (and villains), 
which pham says is a “good escape from 
this boring and stressful world,” there are 
other perks to comic book collecting.

 “at the last san Diego comic book 
convention, i saw samuel l. Jackson, and 
at the con before that, i got Jessica alba’s 
signature,” he said.

in addition to picking up autographs, 
pham also picks up merchandise at these 
conventions. He hopes to find a life-size 
replica of Ultimate thor’s hammer at 
next year’s convention.

Maybe by then he’ll also happen to 
stumble into a vat of toxic waste and star 
in his own comic book. Jeremy pham by 
day, superhero by night. Hey, anything’s 
possible. u

four shirts, three key chains, two 
sets of matching pJs, two posters: 
$120.

a sweatshirt, a bath set, a loofa, a 
towel set, a cD of all songs superman, 
a bag: $100.

a backpack, a costume, a lunch box, 
a book, one action figure, various 

tattoos and stickers: $75.
My obsession with the 

world’s first super-
hero: priceless.

it all started 
in seventh 
grade when 
my friend 
and i started 

watching 
“smallville,” 

which tells the story 
of a teenage clark 

kent before he embraces 
his destiny and becomes the 
superman that we know 
and love.  that one episode 
snowballed into a complete 
obsession over the next four 
years.

the summer before 
eighth grade, i went to 
see the movie “super-
man Returns” with my 
friend.  then, we saw it 
a second time.  then, 
i convinced my sister 
to see it, bringing my 
total theater views to 
three.  clark kent’s, 

played by brandon Routh, washboard 
abs gave me a reason to see the super-
man logo over and over again. His 
perfect ringlet of jet black hair, which 
miraculously stayed in the middle of 
his forehead while fighting off the evil 
lex luthor, drew me back to the movie 
theater, much to the chagrin of my par-
ents. besides all this eye candy, super-
man’s dedication to saving the world, 
despite the possible consequences for 
himself, strikes a chord for a model 
girl scout like myself.

freshman year, i had a super-
man birthday party.  My mom and i 
searched every Diddams, party city 
and party america store in the south 
bay to find enough Superman items to 
make it a party celebrating an obses-
sion.  We found superman invitations, 
thank you’s, plates, cups, napkins, 
bags, party favors and games.  of 
course, it was all with the batman and 
Spiderman party items for boys five 
and under.

at my super-mature-for-my-age 
party, we played “pin the super sym-
bol on superman” and had a super-
man-shaped cake.  i also received 
many gifts following along with the 
theme.  My friend made me a copy of 
the “superman Returns” soundtrack, 
i got a poster from the movie and two 
of my friends made a superman card 
that told of my future life with super-
man and our children supergirl and 
superman, Jr.

even now, my eyes automatically 
search for superman stuff whenever 
i go shopping.  it’s a compulsion to 
say “superman!” and beg my mom to 
buy random items for me, including a 
hairbrush, cD player and boxers.

so if you ever see something super-
man related, don’t hesitate to buy it for 
me. it’ll help take me up, up, and away 
with my future love. u

by Mira Chaykin

by Brian Kim

WatCHMen
Writer: alan Moore
illustrator: Dave Gibbons
Publication: DC Comics 
1967-68
Pages: 416
list Price: $19.99

Sophia Cooper
Story of my life

if only Clark Kent were on 
the falcon newspaper staff

tHeCritiC

Pham’s hero collection 
grows to an epic size

‘Watchmen’ graphic novel soars as psychological thriller
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the nfc champion arizona is the 
clear underdog. To win their first 
super bowl in franchise history, 

they need to accomplish two things:

Protect quarterback kurt Warner
 three cardinal receivers gained 
over 1,000 yards during the regular 
season, leading the league’s second-
best passing offense. gaining yards 
through the air will be a huge part of 
the cardinals’ strategy because the 
team was also ranked last in rushing. 
the cardinals need to protect Warner 
long enough for him to get rid of the 
ball, especially in the face of blitzes the 
steelers will send.
 Warner does have experience under 
pressure, however, as he led the st. 
louis Rams to a super bowl victory 
in 1999. He needs to get the ball into 
the hands of his star receiver larry 
fitzgerald, who has already broken 
Jerry Rice’s record for most receiving 
yards in a single post season and has 
scored five touchdowns in the last 
three games. fitzgerald has the size, 
the speed and the talent to make him a 
tough receiver to cover. if the cardinals 
can get him the ball, he can take care of 
the rest.

Defense needs to step up
 the cardinals have shut down 
three top running backs in their last 

after a long and trying season, the arizona cardinals 
and the pittsburgh steelers have a chance to establish 
themselves as the best team in the nfl with a super 
bowl victory. but they only have one 60-minute game 
to reign supreme, because after this, the season is over. 
three games: Michael turner of the 
atlanta falcons, Deangelo Williams 
of the carolina panthers and brian 
Westbrook of the philadelphia eagles. 
arizona will face another challenge in 
the steelers’ Willie parker, but if the 
defense can limit pittsburgh’s ground 
game, they can capitalize on quarter-
back ben Roethlisberger’s mistakes.

the afc champion steelers are 
under even more pressure be-
cause they are expected to win. 

to ensure this happens, they need to:
 
Force turnovers
 the pittsburgh defense, ranked 
first in the NFL, is known for shutting 
teams down, but the cardinals have 

been playing exceptionally well the 
past couple of games, so that might 
be easier said than done. the steelers 
need to force turnovers, something 
they struggled with all season, to keep 
the Arizona offense off the field. Safety 
troy polamalu did return an intercep-
tion for a touchdown in the steelers’ 
last game, but the Ravens’ rookie 
quarterback Joe flacco is far less skilled 
than the veteran Warner, and arizona 
running backs edgerrin James and tim 
Hightower are also unlikely to cough 
up the football.

Establish the passing game
 the only way for the steelers to 
take advantage of arizona’s weak run 
defense is to set up their air attack first. 
Roethlisberger has to be on the same 
page as his favorite receiver, Hines 
Ward, with whom he has connected 
81 times this season for over 1,000 
yards. if healthy, Ward should outplay 
rookie cornerback Dominique Rogers-
cromartie, who is fast but prone to get-
ting beat deep. this will allow parker to 
step it up as he did in his first playoff 
game, when he rushed for 150 yards 
and two touchdowns against the san 
Diego chargers.

Prediction: cardinals: 27, steelers: 21
        
            —by Karthik Annaamalai
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5 Watching your team win.
You’ll get paid if you bet on the 
Cardinals.

Showing off how good cheer-
leaders look on your HD TV.

The Patriots aren’t playing.
It’s too bad no Tom brady means 
supermodel Gisele bundchen, 
won’t be in the stands.

Playing your own competitive 
game at halftime.
Whoever wins gets the couch.

The hilarious commercials.
Don’t wet your pants...

       —by Synthia Ling

All the hot players.
huge guys in spandex… enough said.

Guys like guys more…?
It’s the only time guys are distracted 
more by other guys than hot girls.

Seeing guys dressed up in jerseys 
and face paint.
halloween was in october, guys.

Pretending to follow the game.
how many points is a home run again?

Food: $170; HD TV: $3,500; face 
paint: $9.99
Watching your boyfriend cry when his 
team loses: priceless

for guyS... for girlS...
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Despite a 1-7 start to what seemed to be a promising 
season, the falcons are refusing to give up hope.

after a 3-1 home win against pros-
pect to kick-off the season, the 
falcons endured four straight 

one-goal losses, going 2-1 against Yerba 
buena and Homestead, and 1-0 versus 
Menlo and Watsonville. 

  What once looked to be a promising 
season has now faded with a 1-7 record 
as of January 21.

“the losses got really frustrating 
because we kept 
making simple 
m i s t a k e s  t h a t 
would cost us the 
games,” said se-
nior captain Hoff-
man Hibbett. “the 
team didn’t com-
municate well even 
though we kept 
working at trying 
to play together 
during practice.”

Yet, despite its abysmal record and 
recent poor form, the team refuses to lose 
hope.

“We had high hopes for this season, 
but we’re just lacking results,” said senior 
captain chris chung. “We’re going to try 
to turn the season around by staying posi-
tive and continuing to work hard.”

after a disappointing 3-1 loss at lyn-
brook and a 4-2 loss at home against los 
altos, the team tried a new formation at 
Mountain View, but the change led to 
confusion during the game and a disas-
trous 8-1 loss. 

“We tried putting new people in dif-
ferent positions,” said Hibbett. “and 
by the time we realized our game plan 
wasn’t working, we were already down 
multiple goals.”

the team tried to work through the 
formation change, but the spartans con-

tinued to add on to 
their big lead and 
overwhelmed the 
falcons.

“We hadn’t prac-
ticed with the new 
formation enough,” 
said chung. “and 
we used it against 
a team that was 
playing much bet-
ter than we were.”

i n  o r d e r  t o 
bounce back from the crushing defeat, the 
team has set lower goals for the remainder 
of the season.

“We’re going to try to get back to .500 
and win the rest of our league games,” 
said chung. “Right now, we’re just focus-
ing on communicating better and finish-
ing our shots.” u

by Lyka Sethi
and Tim Tsai

“We had high hopes for this 
season, but we’re just lack-

ing results. We’re going to try 
to turn the season around by 
staying positive and continu-

ing to work hard.”

          —senior team captain Chris Chung

WreStling

senior Jasper loren, an intimidat-
ing figure and one of the most 
dominant forces in the league, steps 

onto the mat. 
 Within a couple moments he reads 
his opponent, finds an opening and 
brings him down with a “whack.” Just 
a split-second later he pins his foe and 
is announced the winner.

 for the captain of the wrestling team, 
winning sometimes seems too easy.

“i have a love for the sport and i know 
i had to be top notch,” said loren. “i 
guess it’s my determination that drives 

me to perform so well.”
Last year he placed first 

in leagues then sixth in ccs, 
and as of Jan. 22, he has a 
17-1 record this season.

loren’s hard work has 
made him a clear leader for 
his teammates. 

“He really motivates us to 
do better,” said junior alan 
Yen. “He tries his hardest 
every day.”

loren said that he tries 
to stay disciplined so he can 
perform at his highest level; 
he eats right and follows 
a strict workout routine in 

order to get stronger.
not only does loren force himself to 

train to the best of his ability, but he also 
tries to keep his teammates in line, every 
once in a while assigning pushups and 
“giving a hard time” to wrestlers who 
don’t take practices seriously.

as for the future, loren hopes to 
wrestle in college. He hopes to make the 
state competition this year and could be 
recruited or considered for a scholarship 
if he does.

although loren continues to thrive 
on the mat, the rest of the wrestlers 
have been struggling, falling to an 0-2 
league record after their loss at Milpitas 
on Jan. 15. 

loren, Yen and senior Richard Mack-
lin all recorded victories against the 
trojans, but it was not enough to turn 
the match in the falcons’ favor.

these losses, loren believes, could 
be attributed to the fact that this is sara-
toga’s first year in the upper division. 

“We are in an upper league, so every 
match is going to be hard. some people 
don’t understand how much harder it is 
going to be this year,” said loren. “We 
need to work harder to do better.” 

Due to printing deadlines, The Falcon 
was not able to report on the wrestling 
team’s matches against fremont and 
los gatos high schools on Jan. 28 and 
29, respectively. u

by Guy Quanrud
and Holden Sparacino

As captain, Loren keeps 
team fighting for wins

looking on the bright side 
BoyS’ SoCCer

Senior point guard ashley Cole dribbles down the court on a fast break. Cole took 
over the position when starter senior Sheeva Hamidieh suffered from a torn aCl.

lady falcons lose starting point guard to aCl injury

last year, senior forward alex sclavos 
tore her acl and couldn’t play dur-
ing ccs. this year senior point guard 

sheeva Hamidieh suffered the same injury 
during a practice just before winter break and 
had surgery on Jan. 27. Hamidieh will not be 
able to play any sports for at least the next six 
to eight months.

“it sucks that not playing anymore was 
not a choice; it was made for me,” said Hami-
dieh. “being on the sideline is hard, but i will 
always be there to support my teammates. 
When i am off the court, i feel almost helpless 
knowing i can’t do anything.”

When Hamidieh fell, she had been leading 
the lady falcons (9-9) in points, shooting 
percentage, assists and steals. coach Mike 
Davey predicted she would be “ very hard to 
replace.” senior shooting guard ashley cole 
has since practiced at the point guard position 
and has taken Hamidieh’s place.

With cole in the unfamiliar leadership 
role, saratoga headed to Wilcox on Jan. 23 to 
challenge the defending ccs champions. the 
defense held the chargers to just 38 points, 
but the falcons shot poorly and managed just 
26 points of their own. still, Davey called the 
game “encouraging,” saying the girls “put 
out a tremendous effort.”

When saratoga faced lynbrook on Jan. 
16, the girls took a five-point lead into the 
final period, but the Vikings—with the help 

of some controversial calls by the referees—
came storming back with a 51-44 victory.

Davey said the referees’ calls were no ex-
cuse for the loss.

“When we play on the road, we can’t 
expect the referee to make all the calls,” said 
Davey. “We could have executed better to 
make sure we came out on top.”

Despite the heart-breaking defeat, cole 
still expressed optimism, pointing out the 
team’s strength during the first three periods 
of the game.

“We played hard and, for the most part, 
well even though we lost,” said cole. “our 
defense fell apart in the fourth quarter. [the 
Vikings] started hitting their shots that quar-
ter.”

on Jan. 14, palo alto visited saratoga. the 
lady falcons jumped out to a 15-9 lead in the 
first quarter and never looked back, winning 
the game 59-48 in front of the home crowd. 
shooting guards sophomore Hanna nielson 
and senior katie gasik each scored in double 
digits to lead the team.

the girls’ first league victory came in 
dominating fashion, as the falcons handidly 
beat Milpitas 54-14 on Jan. 7. two juniors, for-
ward Uma sambasivam and shooting guard 
shannon fung, paced the team with 16 and 
10 points, respectively.

the lady falcons started league play on 
Jan. 6 at home against gunn, the conference 
favorite after an undefeated preseason. the 
titans controlled both offense and defense 

by Uma Sambasivam

Kevin rollinson

Senior Jasper loren pins his opponent at the Sierra nevada tournament in reno, nV.

Jordan Waite
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Most people think that only boys 
could possibly love football 
because it is such a physical 

sport. they are always huddled together 
in the parking lot tailgating before a 
game or preparing to watch their favor-
ite football team battle on sunday. but, 
even though i am a girl, i am passionate 
about football, too.
 When i was little, my older brother 
forced me to play and watch football 
with him, and as i grew older i began 
to like the game more and more. the 
excitement of scoring a touchdown or 
watching a running back sprint through 
the defense drew me to the sport.
 the reason i love football is the 
adrenaline rush i get when a team 
makes a big play or tries to convert on 
fourth down. i never get bored because i 
never know what will happen next. 
 the game is fast and brutal; my 
favorite thing about it is the physical-
ity. for some reason, i enjoy watching 
the scrawny refs trying to break up the 
rough fights, and the players tackle each 
other so hard their helmets fly off. 
 in football, the players have dif-
ferent skill levels, so the players are 
not matched up evenly. this leads to 
turnovers and game-changing plays. for 
example, one of the plays i remember 
most was pittsburgh safety troy pola-
malu’s interception during the playoffs. 
it was a miracle catch, caught on his 
fingertips, leading to a huge turnover 
against san Diego. Moments like these 
keep me coing back to watch more foot-
ball the different plays and coaching 
styles of each team are also unique.
 another thing that draws me to 
football is discussing memorable play-
ers (arizona receiver larry fitzgerald) 
or the latest football game with other 
fans, but it is difficult to talk to my girl 

friends about football since they don’t 
follow it. i always have to talk to guys 
who are usually more than happy to 
discuss it. 
 i especially love college football 
because the players put more heart into 
their games. students don’t get paid to 
join the team, so the only motivation 
they have to play is their passion. I find 
college football more intriguing than 
the nfl because there are fewer games 
and more stunning upsets in the ncaa. 
i eat, breathe and sleep Usc football.  i 
always know what is going on and i 
wish i could be in the stadium for all 
their games.
 My obsession started a couple years 
back through my mom, a Usc alumna. 
oh, and my dad went there too, and two 
cousins, and my uncle, and two aunts, 
and even my grandpa went to school 
at Usc! anyways, my mom began to 
watch the games and she imbued in me 
a love for the team. all kinds of great 
players have emerged from Usc—
running back Reggie bush (my favorite 
player of all time), quarterbacks carson 
palmer and Matt cassel and, of course, 
polamalu. 
 there were dramatic moments like 
the “bush push,” when bush pushed his 
quarterback Matt leinart past the goal 
line during the last three seconds of the 
game so that the trojans could narrowly 
beat notre Dame, and funny moments 
like the time my mom decided it would 
be a great idea to arrive five hours 
before the stanford game. they have all 
been fantastic memories that i had while 
watching Usc play.
 i follow the team devotedly and 
always get excited when the season is 
coming up. i go to games whenever i 
get a chance, and i have stuck with the 
trojans through all the bumps in the 
road, whether a loss to texas and quar-
terback Vince Young in the Rose bowl 
or a humiliating defeat at the hands of 
stanford, the worst team in the pac 10. 
 see, i obviously know a lot about 
football, maybe even more than some of 
you guys reading this. So I’ll keep fight-
ing the stereotype that girls can’t like 
football and keep my fingers crossed 
that my Trojans will “fight on.” u

falcons score ‘big win’
in nail-biter against lg

unior guard Daniel chou hit six 
three-pointers and senior guard Jamie 
turley anchored a stout defensive 
performance as the falcons (8-7 

overall, 1-1 league) knocked off rival los 
gatos 66-61 in the team’s “biggest win 
of the year” on Jan. 2.

“the guys came out with a lot of en-
ergy and played very well,” said coach 
trevor naas. “We shot the ball well from 
the three-point line and our post players 
dominated the glass.” 

chou’s 18 points led the team and the 
offensive effort while senior guard Ryan 
pak and senior centers alvin Hsia and 
christian biederman also contributed.

“i felt great,” said chou. “after i 
knocked down my first three, I could feel 
the spirit of the team rising.”

after beating los gatos, the falcons 
extended their win streak to four games 
with a 59-45 triumph at Milpitas on Jan. 
6 before sustaining a 63-55 home loss to 
Homestead on Jan. 13. naas welcomed 
the victories but said that the team still 

has room to improve on the defensive 
end over the next couple of weeks.

“We need to continue to improve our 
ball pressure on defense and our ability 
to box out and rebound,” said naas. 

the team also needs to play to its 
strengths on offense. 

“so far, we have improved our 
transition offense and that has been a 
strength for us,” said naas. “the guys 
have bought into running their lanes 
and pushing the ball to get good looks 
in transition.”

naas said the team is playing its “best 
basketball of the season” right now as it 
pushes to win league.

“Winning league has been our goal 
since the beginning of the season,” said 
naas. “We know it is going to be hard 
and we are going to have to continue to 
improve, but if we make a commitment 
to playing with energy and effort on the 
defensive end, we’ve got as good a shot 
as anyone else.” 

saratoga will play santa clara and 
Monta Vista before visiting Homestead 
for a re-match on feb. 3. u

by Vijay Menon

BoyS’ BaSKetBallWho ever said girls 
can’t love football?

anzalone to lead varsity 
in wake of coach’s exit

after leading the lady falcons to 
a 3-1-1 record in their first five 
league games, varsity girls’ soccer 

head coach tulin Mendoza was replaced 
by history teacher kim anzalone for the 
remainder of the season. 
 anzalone was previously the girls’ JV 
coach. Mendoza and the administration 
agreed it wasn’t right that his busy sched-
ule prevented him from fully committing 
to the team.

“Mendoza was spread a little too thin 
and he wasn’t giving us his full attention,” 
said senior captain katie Marsh.
 after anzalone took over the varsity 
coaching duties on Jan. 14, math teacher 
kristen Hamilton was appointed as the 
new JV coach and eric leonard, a team 
parent, was chosen as an assistant coach 
for varsity. the team, which has had four 
different coaches in the past four years, is 
beginning to feel its weaknesses lie in the 
inconsistency of its leaders.

“i think the transition between coaches 
has been pretty hard to deal with,” said 
senior captain Hana pruzansky. “the girls 

are beginning to have trust issues with our 
coaches now because they’re continuously 
changing, and i feel like this might be the 
root cause that’s weakening the soccer 
program.”

Anzalone’s first game at her new posi-
tion ended in a 2-2 tie with Milpitas on Jan. 
14. goals were scored by freshman kari 
clark and junior sam li. anzalone was 
pleasantly surprised by the effort given 
by the team.

“i think the girls are playing better now 
that they are getting to know each other 
better,” said anzalone. “it also helps that 
they have more consistent positions.”

Despite her initial concerns about the 
loss of Mendoza, Marsh expressed opti-
mism about anzalone’s hiring. 

“It’s definitely a change having [An-
zalone] as a coach,” said Marsh. “she’s 
really positive, and she listens to us 
more.” 

anzalone said that the focus is going 
to shift from conditioning to ball work 
and chemistry. 

The team was scheduled to play first 
place gunn on Jan. 23, but due to printing 
deadlines, The Falcon was not able to cover 
the game. u

by Aditi Jayaraman 
and Tim Rollinson

girlS’ SoCCer

Senior center Christian Biederman drives to the hoop at Mountain View on Jan. 20.
uma Sambasivam

UC Berkeley - Catherine Yang, 

Henry Tu, Charles Chen, Eric Jin, 

Mimi Wang

Harvard - David Tse, Leila Parkins, 

Eric Lee, Charles Liu, Lucy Chen

UCLA- Curtis Guo, Nelson Yu, 

Patrick Chu, Eric Jin, Patrick Xu

UPenn- Lucy Chen, Xing Wang

Weiqing Su, Angela Gong, Jack 

Cao, Cindy Tong, Jack Lin, Victor 

Mu, Amy Zhang, Patrick Xu, 

Fangzhou Wei, William jWang, 

David Tse, Xijia Sun, Joe Shao, 

Benqiao Qin, Grace Patil, Janice 

Lu, Shirley Liu, Nancy Li, Ingrid 

Leu, Jason Lee, Belinda Lee, 

Sandra Kou,Joseph Jin, ...... 

Congratulations!!
to ShareWorld Students

Accepted by Top Colleges Scoring 800 on SAT

lauren Kuan
the lauren Kuanicles

J
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CLOCkWISe FROM TOP LeFT: ‘TiS THe SeASon 
SeveRAL CLASSeS And STUdenTS SPOnSORed 
LeSS FORTUnATe CHILdRenS’ CHRISTMAS LISTS.  
Lub Dub JUnIORS nIkkI FARSIO And SOnIA 
SIGAnPORIA MeASURe THeIR PULSeS dURInG A 
bIOLOGY LAb On deC. 11. coFFee AnD crAm 
LILLIAn CHen FOCUSeS WHILe SHe STUdIeS FOR 
HeR FInALS AT THe LInk evenT On JAn. 9.  WooF 
WooF MRIdULA nAdAMUnI SeWS A PIeCe OF 
CLOTH TOGeTHeR TO MAke A dOGGY bed FOR 
THe HUMAne SOCIeTY AT An AnnUAL ACTIvITY 
FOR PAWS CLUb HeLd deC. 11. yummy FReSH-
MAn kAzUSHI YAMAGATA SPReAdS keTCHUP On 
HIS bURGeR AS He PICkS UP HIS Red RObIn’S OR-
deR On deC.19 FROM THe LeAdeRSHIP CLASS.

Marriage hysteria has beset saratoga High with one 
teacher getting married and another getting engaged. During 
winter break, economics teacher todd Dwyer tied the knot 
with his girlfriend lupita chavez. over in the science depart-

ment, chemistry teacher kathy chang accepted 
a proposal from famed pianist and longtime 

boyfriend, Jon nakamatsu.
With 50 people in attendance, in-

cluding a few faculty members such as 
anatomy teacher amy obenour, Dwyer 

married chavez at his sister’s house in 
los gatos on Jan. 2. Dwyer couldn’t have 

wished for anything more.
“It’s always great when you find that spe-

cial someone that you get along with personally 
and professionally, someone who just makes you better as a 
person,” said Dwyer. “You become partners and teammates. 
You just become a team. finding one’s soulmate is like hit-
ting the lottery — only better.” 

as for chang, she feels very lucky to be marrying naka-
matsu. He fooled her with a fake break-up ending with a 
diamond ring and a proposal for marriage.

“We’ve been friends for 16 years, and started dating four 
years ago,” said chang. “He’s been really good to me.”

they will be getting married in Half Moon bay in July.

  —by Guy Quanrud and Jordan Waite

Teachers around the school tie the knot

FALCON FREEZE FRAME
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 —by Annie Lee and Tim Rollinson

Start collecting information for your cheat sheet 
to study for the spring final.

Convince your counselor that you are an aspiring 
olympic curler to get into Independent P.e.

Finish the homework that was due in 2008.

6

7

2

3

4

5

Kidnap the mailman and burn the mail so your 
parents don’t see your semester grades.

after the mailman escapes, change your 
password on aeries.

Seniors, don’t start slacking off. how’s that for 
an aSb joke of the day? 

Vow to yourself that you will get better grades this 
semester, then give up after your first math test.

Drive to Mexico during the four-day weekend 
after finals to improve your Spanish. If you are 

Stock up on jumbo-sized diapers so you don’t 
have to go to the bathroom during the Super 
Bowl; even the commercials are good.

Practice for Valentine’s Day; it takes skill to get 
those store-bought brownies to look homemade.1

toPten

WayS to KiCK off SeConD 
SeMeSter

Columnist expresses her extreme knack for snacks

My mom often jokes with 
me and asks, “annie, 
do you eat to live, or 

live to eat?” i already know the 
answer, but do you? step into 
my time machine and i’ll show 
you.

every night before i go to 
bed, i enjoy myself a little “Mid-
night snack.” i’m sorry, that was 
a typo. “Midnight feast.” When i 
first started this habit, my mom 
would try to discourage me 
from eating so late into the night 
because eating late supposedly 
makes you gain weight. but 
this didn’t stop me. i continued 
snacking on cereal and cup 
Noodles until finally my mom 
gave in. she now prepares food 
for my fourth meal of the day on 
a regular basis. 

the ironic thing is that most 
of the time i’m not even hungry 
when i eat at midnight. i just 
miss the feeling of having food 

Friends and families travel to Tahoe together

at the beginning of winter break more than 100 students 
and parents traveled to the top of northstar ski Resort to start 
their snowy adventure in the mountains.

the three-day trip started on the morning of 
Dec. 21 when the group left saratoga in two 
full buses to the sierras. they stayed at the 
casino resort silver legacy in Reno for two 
nights and took the buses to northstar each 
morning to ski or snowboard. 

at the end of each day, the buses took ev-
eryone back to the hotel, but the fun didn’t stop. 
During the time they weren’t snowboarding, they 
went to the Midway arcade at circus circus and 
watched circus acts or played fun games.

“the punching game is my favorite,” said sopho-
more brian chiou. “it feels cool when you have the 
highest score out of all your friends.”

every year, the same giant group of friends and fam-
ily, which now includes alumni, goes on this snow trip 
during the December and february breaks. the trip has 
been a tradition since 2004 when it was started by a few 
Redwood students’ parents. this year, the snowy excursion 
was organized by parent catherine Zhang and mother of a 
sHs alum, Huelling su.

annie lee
in My own little World

in my mouth, so i go searching 
for a snack in my refrigerator.

Just a few months ago, we had 
our annual code Red drill. We 
were told a couple days before 
to be prepared for it. Most of 
my class came prepared with 
laptops, gameboys, pillows, etc.  
but leave it up to me to be the ex-
ception. i waltzed into the room 
with a Safeway bag overflowing 
with a family size bag of chips, 
a bag of sour tape and assort-
ment candies and a large bottle 
of starbucks’ mocha frappuccino. 
in fact, i was so excited for my 
period of feasting that the night 
before, i barely got a wink of 
sleep. 

My passing period oasis
flash back to my freshman 

year when my locker was my 
sanctuary. on the top shelf (yes, 
i organize my locker), i had my 
binders and textbooks. this was 
normal for most students, but 
the bottom shelf was the secret 
ingredient to my heavenly locker. 
i had chips, candy, granola bars, 
gum, iced tea and bottles of wa-
ter. but there’s more! in my p.e. 
locker, i stored approximately 
10 energy bars just in case i had  
sudden hunger pangs at practice.

Middle school cravings
During our Redwood fire 

drills, they would usher all 
the students onto the field and 
have us wait. When the blaring 
alarms turned on during class, 
most students walked quickly 
to the door eager to spend time 
missing class work. i, on the 
other hand, took the few seconds 
before to rush out the door as 
an opportunity. i immediately 
snuck snacks into my pocket. 

Even when the fire drills were 
not planned and i didn’t know 
if it was a real emergency or just 
a false alarm, i would repeat the 
same procedure. looking back 
on it, i realize how reassuring 
it is to know that when posed 
with the threat of a disaster, my 
initial reaction is to eat food (if i 
remember correctly, they call this 
the food or flight response).

ever since i was a child, food 
has been my security blanket.  
Whether it was my backpack, 
my duffel bag, my pocket, my 
hands or my mouth there was 
always food in it. 

 so to answer my mom’s 
question, I definitely live to eat, 
and next time you’re in class and 
you hear the sound of munch-
ing, it’s probably me. u

photos by Melody Zhang 


